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SWIMMERS REFLECT

The Student Student talked about
the potential purchase of a $5,950
bronze statue at its latest meeting

The men’s and women’s swim teams took a moment to look back at
their favorite moments of the season
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State rep.,
senator talk
State of the
State speech
By Analicia Haynes
Managing Editor | @Haynes1943

RICH SAAL | THE STATE JOURNAL-REGISTER VIA AP

Gov. Bruce Rauner delivers his State of the State address to a joint session of the General Assembly Wednesday at the Capitol in Springfield.

Rauner gives State of the State speech
Governor urges
bipartisanship, draws
criticism from some
By John O’Connor and Sarah Zimmerman
| Associated Press
SPRINGFIELD (AP) — Republican Gov.
Bruce Rauner urged bipartisanship Wednesday to confront Illinois’ economic crisis, at
times drawing mock applause from Democratic legislators who blame him for exacerbating the mess by proposing tax cuts they
say the state can’t afford.
Rauner used his fourth State of the State
speech to call for an end to the rancor that
has defined his first term, yet the political
undertones were obvious. The former venture capitalist faces a tough fight in November to keep the job leading the heavily Democratic state, even if he fends off a
GOP primary challenge in March.
“The state of our state today is one of
readiness,” Rauner said. “Readiness born of

unprecedented frustration with our political culture, along with the firm belief that
we have tremendous, but as-yet unrealized,
economic potential.”
The Republican’s term has been marked
by a budget battle with a budget stalemate
that lasted two years, the longest any state
has gone without an annual spending plan
since at least the Great Depression. Rauner did not get the pro-business changes he
wanted, but Democratic House Speaker
Michael Madigan picked up enough House
Republicans to override Rauner’s veto of an
income-tax increase last summer to fuel an
end to the impasse. Illinois still has billions
of dollars in overdue bills and the nation’s
worst credit rating.
“For all of us who have listened to him
for three years, we’re waiting for him to
show some action,” said Rep. Jeanne Ives,
a Wheaton Republican who is challenging
Rauner in the primary. “But I don’t think
it helps that he’s called legislators in the
past corrupt, he’s called Mike Madigan a
‘crook,’ and now he wants to strike a bipartisan tone.”

In encouraging bipartisanship, Rauner pointed out Democrats and Republicans
worked together to make Chicago’s bid for
Amazon’s second headquarters and could do
so again for future projects.
“This is not a prize one wins alone. It
takes a collaborative effort, a forget-aboutthe-politics-and-roll-up-our-sleeves kind of
approach,” Rauner said. “It requires a laserlike focus on economic development and
job creation and a bipartisan dedication to
restore public trust.”
In calling for a balanced budget, he declared “the people of Illinois are taxed out.”
One of his leading challengers responded
that Rauner was the wrong messenger.
“He’s never introduced a balanced budget in the three years that he’s been governor and he suggests now he’s going to and
he wants bipartisanship?” said J.B. Pritzker, the Chicago businessman who is running for governor as a Democrat. “This is a
failed governor trying to make up for three
lost years.”
Governor, page 5

Sunday’s shots fired being investigated
By Cassie Buchman
Editor-in-Chief | @cjbuchman
A shots fired call, which occured in the
1400 Block of 10th Street and that led to
two arrests, is still under investigation.
One victim was taken to Sarah Bush Lincoln Health Center with a non life-threatening wound.
Brandon Hightower, Braxton Johnson
and the victim were all in the apartment
when the incident happened, Charleston
Police Detective Tony West said.
“We don’t necessarily suspect that they

were involved in the shooting, other than
being present in the apartment,” West said.
He said the Charleston Police Department does not know who may have fired
the shots at this point.
The officers arrested Hightower for possession of cannabis with intent to deliver.
They also arrested Johnson for the same
crime along with unlawful use of a weapon and armed violence. The police took
both men to the Coles County Jail pending a hearing.
The victim of the shooting suffered an
injury to his nose and was treated at Sar-

ah Bush Lincoln Health Center. He was released a few hours later.
“It appears the bullet may have traveled
through the bridge of his nose,” he said.
West declined to name the victim, but
said he was not affiliated with Eastern.
Johnson is also not a student at the university. Hightower has been a student in the
past, but West said he is not currently enrolled at Eastern.
Cassie Buchman can be reached at 5812812 or cjbuchman@eiu.edu

State rep. Reggie Phillips,R-Charleston,
and state Sen. Dale Righter, R-Mattoon, said
the thing they want the governor to do from
here on out is propose a balanced budget, after listening to another State of the State Address from Gov. Bruce Rauner Wednesday.
Phillips said if Rauner comes out with another budget no one will agree on, then that
will signify more “Springfield politics,” because it will go nowhere in the House or Senate.
“Don’t waste my time,” he said. “(Rauner
needs to) come out with a legitimate budget
that he knows that the Democrats will start to
work with us on, otherwise we’re going to be
in this turmoil.”
Phillips said Rauner and the entire General
Assembly should focus on not only balancing
a budget, but making sure the bills are paid.
“Somewhere down the line, he’s going to
have to cut out $1.5 billion dollars (from the
current budget) and I believe that’s what he’ll
do which will balance the budget,” Phillips
said.
Righter and Phillips said Rauner has not
given any hints as far as what will actually be
proposed next month and what might be cut.
Although Rauner may not have mentioned
higher education in his State of the State Address Wednesday afternoon, representative
Reggie Phillips and Dale Righter said universities, particularly Eastern, should not be concerned by this.
Righter said the speech itself is not as important as the upcoming budget address on
Feb. 14.
“(The State of the State Address) is the governor’s opportunity to talk about whatever he
wants to talk about...the budget address is the
meat and potatoes and then underlying the
budget address is when the governor publishes his budget book, which is his proposal on
how he thinks we should spend the money in
the coming fiscal year,” Righter said. “That’s
the one we need to pay attention to.”
Phillips said he thinks higher education
will receive close to $1.8 billion in funding
because of the general atmosphere in the legislature.
However, both Righter and Phillips said
there will still have to be cuts, with Phillips
saying that if these cuts are fair across the
board, then he agrees with them.
Righter said cutting funding for higher education is never fair, but there may be necessary cuts in the future.
However, he said he does not know what
that number is, as it is affected by “a thousand variables.”
Despite his concern, Phillips said he has a
positive feeling that the legislature will get the
state put back together.
Righter said there are two basic ways to
change the balance of a budget; either increase revenue or reduce expenditures to try
to close a gap.

Reaction, page 5
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FBI has 'grave concerns' on
release of the Russia memo
WASHINGTON (AP) — In a remarkably public clash of wills with the
White House, the FBI declared Wednesday it has "grave concerns" about the accuracy of a classified memo on the Russia election investigation that President
Donald Trump wants released.
The FBI's short and sharp statement,
its first on the issue, laid bare a Trump
administration conflict that had previously played out mostly behind closed
doors in meetings between top Justice
Department and White House officials.
The agency's stance on the memo,
conveyed in a two-paragraph statement, escalates the dispute and means
that Trump would be openly defying his
hand-picked FBI director by continuing to push for the memo's disclosure.
It also suggests a clear willingness by FBI
Director Christopher Wray, who in the
early stretch of his tenure has been notably low-key, to challenge a president
who just months ago fired his predecessor, James Comey.
The drama comes as special coun-

sel Robert Mueller also is investigating
whether the Trump campaign improperly coordinated with Russia during the
campaign and whether Trump sought to
obstruct the inquiry by, among other actions, firing Comey.
Under the House committee's rules,
the president has five days to object to
the memo's release, which the panel voted to authorize on Monday. But Trump
himself already has urged the release, and
it could come sooner. By late Wednesday, it had not yet been settled whether the White House or the committee
would handle the actual release.
Earlier this week, Wray and Deputy
Attorney General Rod Rosenstein made
a direct appeal to White House chief of
staff John Kelly not to release the memo,
warning that it could set a dangerous
precedent.
But the president has been undeterred.
The president also has told allies that
he believes the memo bolsters his belief
that accusations of collusion between his

campaign and Russian officials are false
and part of a conspiracy to discredit his
election.
On Wednesday afternoon, Rep.
Devin Nunes, the House intelligence
chairman and a close ally of the president, fired back at the law enforcement
agencies, calling the FBI and Justice Department objections "spurious."
The White House counsel's office has
been in possession of the memo, officials
say. The National Security Council is
leading a review, which will also involve
the White House legal team.
The vote to release the memo was unprecedented in the committee's history.
The panel usually goes out of its way to
protect classified information in the interest of shielding intelligence sources
and methods.
The Justice Department had said in a
letter last week that it would be "extraordinarily reckless" to release the memo
without first giving the FBI and the department the chance to review it.

Senate votes to
override veto on
school funding
measure
SPRINGFIELD,(AP) — The Illinois
Senate has voted to override Gov. Bruce
Rauner's veto of a public-school funding measure.
The legislation is a cleanup of a landmark measure to revamp the state's
school-funding system approved last
summer. The Senate vote Wednesday
was 38-17.
Lawmakers learned that a technical glitch in the original proposal produced funding levels that Democrats
say weren't agreed to. It produced $46
million less for Chicago Public Schools
than anticipated.
Rauner didn't object to fixing the
funding levels. He used an amendatory veto to suggest streamlining the process for state recognition of non-public
schools so they'll be eligible for a taxcredit program contained in the bill.
The Republican announced Friday that
he reached a compromise on the issue.
It now moves to the House.

Victims say they were required
to see disgraced doctor Nassar

Prosecutors OK
with delaying
trial in scholar's
kidnapping

CHARLOTTE, Mich. (AP) —
Another wave of victims confronted
Larry Nassar on Wednesday, this time
about sexual abuse at an elite Michigan gymnastics club where young
athletes felt they had to use the disgraced doctor's services and could not
question the adults who ran the facility.
The judge presiding over the case
said the number of people who allege they were abused by Nassar has
topped 265. That total includes 150plus victims who offered statements
at a different hearing last week, as
well as scores of new ones expected to
speak over the next few days.
Nassar, who has already been sentenced on federal child-pornography
charges and charges that he abused
young women and girls while working for Michigan State University,
faces another long prison sentence on
top of the two he has already received.

CHICAGO (AP) — Federal prosecutors in the case of a former physics
student charged with the kidnapping
and killing of a University of Illinois
scholar from China say they don't object to delaying the trial now that the
government is seeking the death penalty.
Wednesday's filing by central Illinois prosecutors follows a request
by Brendt Christensen's lawyers last
week to push back the Feb. 27 trial on
grounds it'll take more time to prepare
for the complexities of a capital punishment case.
Government attorneys announced
Jan. 19 that they'll seek the death penalty. They say it is called for, because
Christensen allegedly tortured 26-yearold Yingying Zhang before killing her.
Prosecutors say they've been talking
to the defense about a new trial date.
The presiding judge would also have to
give his approval.

Nassar, once the doctor for the national gymnastics team, sat at a table
with his lawyers as nearly 30 accusers
rebuked him. They discussed the psychological scars from his abuse — depression, anxiety, suicidal thoughts,
trouble being around male teachers
and other men and fractured relationships with family.
Judge Janice Cunningham has set
aside several days for more than 60
victims who want to confront Nassar or have their statement read in the
courtroom in Charlotte, a city outside
Lansing.
The event could unfold much the
same as last week's proceedings in
another county. That hearing ended
with Nassar getting to 40 to 175 years
in prison, a sentence described by that
judge as Nassar's "death warrant."
The case on Cunningham's docket in Eaton County centers on Nassar's assaults at Twistars, a Lansing-

area gymnastics club that was run by
2012 Olympic coach John Geddert.
Nassar admits penetrating three girls
with his hands when he was supposed
to be treating them for injuries.
Victims said they were instructed
to see Nassar about their injuries, not
their family doctors. Many of them
concluded that it was mandatory.
A nearby police department admitted that it missed an opportunity to pursue charges against Nassar in
2004.
Elsewhere, the governing body for
American gymnastics announced that
every member of its board of directors
has resigned.
The resignations at USA Gymnastics come less than a week after the
U.S. Olympic Committee urged the
board to step down over the widening
Nassar allegations. The organization
plans to appoint an interim board in
February.
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Student Senate discusses purchase of panther statue
By Analicia Haynes
Managing Editor | @Haynes1943
The Student Senate discussed the potential purchase of a $5,950 bronze statue
of a panther during its meeting Wednesday night.
Executive Vice President Derek Pierce
said the statue will be paid for by the student government budget, which is paid
for by student fees.
“$2,400 of it comes from (Student
Speaker of the Senate Will Outzen’s)
scholarship because he’s in ROTC and
he has maxed out his financial aid, so he
takes a smaller percentage than what he’s
allocated, so we have the funds there,”
Pierce said. “Also, we have a lot of excess in our non-employee travel and other contractual expenses currently in the
budget...overall. Also last semester, the
committees didn’t spend all their budgets that kind of carried over in the cost
as well.”
Pierce said they will also return to the
Apportionment Board to ask for an additional allocation to pay for a base, pad
and commerative plaque for the statue if
the proposal is approved by the senate.
The student government is given a
budget that is allocated to them by the
Apportionment Board. This year, student
government was allocated $50,000. The
Student Recreation Center and the University Board are also allocated money
from the Apportionment Board.
Pierce said the Student Senate has not
asked for funds from the university aside
from what was already offered in the student government’s budget.
Wednesday was the first time the Student Senate officially heard about the
proposal.
“In the fall, we didn't know if it was
quite feasible yet, so we didn't want to get
anybody's hopes up,” Pierce said. “In the
past, they always talked about (in student
government) 'hey, we're getting a statue'
and then it kept falling through."

Student Body President Luke Young
said the executive members who were behind the proposal did not want to be the
next line of people to promise something
and not deliver.
"Now that we're getting fairly close (to
acquiring the statue), we thought now
would be an appropriate time (to tell everyone)," Young said.
Pierce said this was also the soonest the
proposal could be brought to the senate
because it had to first be approved by the
Board of Trustees.
"We weren't trying to dodge it, we
were just trying to make sure we followed
the proper chain of command," Young
said.
Pierce said senators are given a week
to collect feedback on the statue from the
student body, and if there are concerns,
the bill can be tabled for a later date.
Young said asking students for feedback is a senator's job, and this week it
is the senator's responsibility to get feedback.
He said senators are told to make sure
they are talking to classes and groups, and
this is the current culture that has been
set in student government as a whole.
"I don’t think everybody does it all the
time, but that is what they're supposed to
do and they are aware that that is their responsibility," Young said.
Pierce said the interest for a statue originated years ago when he was a freshman,
and over the years, he and other senators
have gathered positive feedback about it
from different people on campus.
Will Outzen, the student speaker of
the senate, said he gathered feedback
from the “First Thursday” event, which
started last semester.
The “First Thursday” event was a way
for senators to talk with students and ask
what types of things students want to see
on campus or want to be done.
Outzen said during the first installment of First Thursday he encountered
students who were interested in a statue

JUSTIN BROWN | THE DAILY EASTERN NEW

Executive Vice President Derek Pierce presented an example panther statue the group hopes to place in front of
Booth Library. Pierce presented different possible statues and hopes the addition of the new statue will not only
provide a great place for future panthers to capture their visits to Eastern, but also become a place for alums to
return to.

on campus.
“The overwhelming feedback I got,
which I passed onto everyone else, was
positive,” Outzen said.
Although senators have a week to find
feedback and formulate a decision on the
proposal, Young said the vote does not
have to always be yes or no.
"If we feel like the general consensus
from senators is we need a little more
time to talk about it, that can be a thing,"
Young said.
When it came to sending out a survey on the panther statue, Young said the

response rates for most of these are very
low, which makes it hard to get a balanced look of what students think overall.
"We weren't trying to dodge that," he
said. "Overall, mass surveys don't yield
good results."
The statue is expected to be in front of
the north side of Booth Library and is expected to help with campus beautification and recruitment, both Young and
Pierce said.
“It shows (prospective students) that
(current students) are making an investment in the school,” Outzen said. “You

don't build a statue unless you plan on
being around for a long, long time and
we do intend on being here for a long
time.”
The Student Senate will take a vote on
the bill at its meeting Feb. 7.
Pierce said if students have any concerns they can reach out to senators or
stop by their offices at the Student Activities Center.
Analicia Haynes can be reached at 5812812 or achaynes@eiu.edu.

‘Take-A-Knee’ to discuss movement, cultural diversity
By Andrew Paisley
Campus Reporter | @Andrew_Paisley1
African-American Heritage month will
kick off with the importance of cultural
diversity being discussed at the “Take-AKnee Movement.”
“Take-A-Knee” is set for 7 p.m. to 9
p.m. Thursday in the University Ballroom
of the Martin Luther King Jr. University
Union.

The “Take-A-Knee Movement,” which
will be hosted by the University Board,
will feature a series of discussions of different cultural issues in America and how
they are being dealt with by different politicians.
Del Marion, from the Inclusive Cultural University,based out of Des Moines,
Iowa, will speak about the purpose of the
movement.

“A representative from the (Inclusive
Cultural University) contacted us this past
fall about hosting this event, and we realized that we should do this as a great start
for African-American Heritage month,
and when better to do this than right before the Superbowl?” said Tess McArthy,
ideas and issues coordinator of the UB.
The Take-A-Knee movement was
founded by Colin Kaepernick, a former

NFL player for the San Francisco 49ers,
who protested against racial injustice and
police brutality by kneeling during the
pledge of allegiance at a game.
This movement then spread across several sports teams and soon followed to
college campuses.
Tony Talley, public relations coordinator for the UB, said this discussion will be
a great way to get students thinking about

Nice 1-7 Bedroom Homes
Conveniently Located Close to Campus
Clean, Comfortable, and Affordable!

Call or text us at 217-345-4001
Visit our website at www.eiuliving.com

racial issues.
“I just think students will realize how
important this is, especially now in this
point of history when a lot of issues have
been escalating,” Talley said. “This is one
of those things where if we don’t discuss it,
nothing is going to change.”
Andrew Paisley can be reached at 5812812 or at abpaisley@eiu.edu.
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Abby’s advice to solve romantic problems
We all have that friend—the one who has never been in a long term relationship, yet possesses a
mouth big enough to contain all the relationship
advice one could ever want (but does not)—and we
do our best to take them seriously.
However, logic would dictate that experience is
usually a prerequisite to giving useful advice, but not
everyone gets the memo. I find myself somewhere
in the middle of the spectrum, as I have never been
in a “serious” relationship, but I have found myself
in a bizarre array of romantic/comically terrible situations that, I think, grants me a seat at the table.
Because I almost always struggle with deciding
what to write every week, I decided that it might
be fun to get ahead of the Valentine’s Day swarm of
unsolicited relationship advice, so without any further ado, let me give you some of my own unsolicited relationship advice.
My typical approach to helping my friends and
peers solve their romantic woes goes one of three
ways:
1. Dump him. Dump her. This is usually my
go-to. I love break ups. I love the cleanliness about
it, I love the drama of it all and I especially love
how close a friend group gets through all the various post-breakup adventures. Most of the time, this
is a win-win because there is no greater feeling than

Abigail Carlin
watching your friends shrug off the weight of commitment and be cleansed of the evils of monogamy,
and I get a friend with a much more open schedule.
All in all, your boyfriend/girlfriend/partner is trash
and you are always better off on your own.
2. Ghost him/her/them. This may be my second favorite piece of advice, though I do not get to
use it often. What makes this fun is all the drama
that follows. Even though thousands of us live on or
right next to campus, if one is trying to avoid someone else, the opposite happens. All of sudden, someone my friend met with maybe three or four times
suddenly starts to appear at every late-night Walmart trip, open mic night at Jackson Avenue Coffee,

or even in one of their bigger classes. Every seemingly mundane activity suddenly becomes a topsecret adventure as the whole friend group suddenly
avoids the tripwires and lasers that are talking about
real issues, which brings me to…
3. Just talk about it. This is my least favorite piece of advice, as it usually is the most effective.
People, regardless of their current relationship status, walk around like gilded balloons. Sure, someone may look golden and perfect on the outside,
but there is nothing but hot air on the inside. That
being said, issues can be gilded, too. Confronting
an issue directly is the only way to solve it, and not
every hard conversation has to end badly, but if it
does, please refer to the first tip.
I am obviously writing satirically, but my words
are meant to hold a little weight. College is too short
to invest all of one’s anxiety into romantic issues.
After all, we are millennials and we have much bigger things to worry about than happiness. Just
think, some of us are lucky enough to have student
loans big enough to swallow our annoying significant other whole.
Abigail Carlin is a junior English language arts major. She can be reached at 581-2812 or alcarlin@eiu.edu.

Everything you love is fake news
I love living in a post-truth society. It is ridiculously fun and absurd, to the point where you start
to hope we never return to normalcy.
I can call into question anything these days.
Institutions and ideas that were previously held as
indisputable are now very much disputable. Science,
laws, history? Fake, fake, fake. You have sources?
Your sources are fake. Witnesses? How many? Does
not matter, they are all fake. You claim what? Your
claim is (say it with me now) fakkkkkeeeeeeee.
Do you see how fun this is? The reason this is
possible is because truth is no longer an objective
force in the United States. Did you know that Fox
News is technically an entertainment company, and
therefore not legally obligated to report the truth?
Did you know that CNN is funded by the Clinton Foundation, and has been since 2010? Did you
know one or both of those statements is a lie, and I
am not going to tell you which? Because it does not
matter which one is false, we are at a point in society
where the only words that matter are the ones that
feed into our personal narratives.
Of course there are consequences to living in a
society of irrationality. Remember when President
Donald Trump declared CNN fake news? Remember how funny that was? I certainly do.
But here is where I need my readers to pay extra
careful attention. Trump does not like CNN, so he
called them fake. Again, it was absurd and funny.
Except when it was discovered that migrants were
being seized in Libya and sold at slave auctions. In
2018, CNN undercover reporters filmed human
beings being sold in impromptu slave auctions in
Libya. And do you know how Libya responded?
They called it fake news, pointing to our own

Colin Roberts
president’s words as proof.
Aw shoot, words having consequences is not
funny at all. It is true CNN is liberal. It is true that
a good portion of our media is liberal. And, I am
going to be brutally honest with you, it is true that
a lot, and I mean a lot, of institutions are straight
up deceiving you. But, why have political leanings
undermined truth? How is it possible that evidence
can be ignored in favor of narrative? The crux of the
problem, the absolute source of this sickness, is people.
You know how I know CNN investigative
reports are true? Do you know how I decide who
is lying to me and who is not? Because I do my
research. I fact check. At the moment, it is my job.
But, facts do not matter to certain people.
Recently Facebook removed pages paid for by
Russian agents. Paid with the intent of meddling
with the election. Facebook notified users of which

pages were being removed. But because the Russians
are smart, and understand Americans all too well,
the pages were titled things like “Veterans First” or
“Blue Lives Matter” or “Black Lives Matter”. The
pages deceived both conservatives and liberals.
And there is the problem again. People are deciding what is true. All the time. But what they are
deciding is not based on evidence or actual truth.
And it is starting to have very, very serious repercussions.
Remember climate change deniers? Remember
how funny they are? I love a good conspiracy theory,
and climate change deniers are right up there with
“Bush did 9/11.”
Except an uncomfortable amount of people have
decided climate change is a hoax, despite the evidence. But again, facts are not facts if they aid liberal
or conservative causes. They are just fake news. Or,
more importantly, information is not being verified
by individuals because it is hard work.
My point in all of this is simple. America, you
have to get better. I make a living off making fun
of the dumb stuff people believe, but some of these
views they hold, these ideas they dismiss, have repercussions. I am not saying toss aside all your convictions, but you seriously have to examine what
you hold to be true and what you hold to be false.
Because if you do not, your children will pay the
price. Or for those who do not care about that, you
yourself will pay the price, as the truth has a habit of
revealing itself sooner than expected.
Colin Roberts is a senior English major. He can be reached at
581-2812 or clroberts@eiu.edu.

STAFF EDITORIAL

Do not be
afraid to
take chances
These days, whether it is for better or worse,
many can be heard saying the phrase “it is not
what you know, but who you know” that matters when getting a job. With this in mind, it is
never too early to start networking.
Whether it is at a networking event, such as
the one Career Services is hosting from 2 p.m.
to 4 p.m. Saturday, or online using social media sites such as LinkedIn, try to be the person to make that connection first. Reach out to
alumni, talk to people in your field. You never
know what could happen until you make that
first step.All it could take is one phone call or
email with the right person, and you could be
on your way to getting a job or internship you
really want. Of course, it will take hard work in
your classes and experience as well. You will not
get a job based purely on knowing people alone.
But knowing people, along with the work you
have already done, will definitely help.
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.

Those interested can inquire at opinions.DEN@gmail.com for all opinion
questions, submissions and letters to
the editor.
Please allow a week for us to publish
letters to the editor.
The Editor reserves the right to not
publish letters.
Letters that are 250 words or less will
be prioritized, but longer ones will be
considered by the editorial board.
Please include your name and phone
number to verify letters.

We’re hiring
If you are interested in writing, editing,
taking photos or videos, producing
content on social media or designing,
we have a place for you. Working at
The Daily Eastern News gives
you great experience you can put your
resume for the future. All experience
levels and majors can apply. Just come
down to 1811 Buzzard Hall or email
deneic@gmail.com or cjbuchman@eiu.
edu for more information or with any
questions you may have.
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March

CONTINUED FROM PAGE1
“This was not true,” Ludlow said. “Marches taking place during this time period were not
as organized and vocal, but women were marching and working hard for social justice movements such as the labor movement.”
The second wave of feminism started around the 1960’s. “The first big march of this time
was the Abortion Rights March in 1971,” Ludlow said.
Ludlow said this is currently the third wave of feminism.
After Ludlow’s speech, people sat at tables for a Q&A session. One of the major questions
of the session was asking people what first made them want to bring change into the world.
Tess McArthy, ideas and issues coordinator of the University Board, has been involved in
labor marches most of her life.
“Attending these marches from the time I was very young is what truly inspired me to
want to make change in this world,” McArthy said.
Jordan McLaren, vice chair of the UB, had her own reasons to want to bring change.
“I grew up with a single father who did his very best to inform me of feminist issues,”
McLaren said. “He ended up having a girlfriend who became a strong role model to me and
influenced me to want to change the world.”
Andrew Paisley can be reached at 581-2812 or at abpaisley@eiu.edu.
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Enrollment

CONTINUED FROM PAGE1
Norman attributed the jump in enrollment to these dual credit classes, an increase in scholarships as
well as new programs, services, outreach and marketing initiatives designed to recruit more students.
These ideas came from enrollment groups on campus as well as the vitalization project, he said.One
area that did go down is new international students, both undergraduate and graduate.The main issue in
this area is that students are getting their visas denied.
The biggest growth seen was in online and domestic graduate students, which made up for the loss
in international grad students. Going forward, Norman is trying to be “cautiously optimistic” about future enrollment prospects.
“The trend of our increases in new student populations, I’m convinced is going to continue into fall
2018 based on indicators I can see,” he said. “Our freshman admits are up higher than they’ve been (at
this) point in time in ten years.”
Though the migration of Illinois students to other states has been a problem in past years, Norman
said Eastern has initiatives both to keep students in state and to bring students in from places such as
Ind. and Mo.
“We’ve got target markets out of state, we’re growing applications out of those areas at a good clip,”
he said. “The next step is commitment.”
Cassie Buchman can be reached at 581-2812 or cjbuchman@eiu.edu

International

CONTINUED FROM PAGE1

While students might get discouraged because of all that is happening, Cuellar said they are persistent and attempting to keep moving forward when trying to get to Eastern.
“We email them visa tips, send them videos on how to prepare for a visa interview, being confident in front of the immigration officer, making sure that you prove you have sufficient financial documents or things like making sure that you make it clear you’re not going to the United States to immigrate there, you’re going there to study, things like that,” she said.
Cuellar went to Brazil and Argentina in the fall Semester, and India in the spring last year to try to fix the situation.
“We went in the spring to make an outreach effort, we have tried very hard to demonstrate how welcoming we are, but we know they’re just getting denied,” Hendrickson said.
Hendrickson said US Rep. John Shimkus (R, Illinois-15) and US Rep. Rodney Davis (R, Illinois-13) have worked with the university to contact embassies and encourage the visas to get approved, but
they still did not.
“International student enrollment has definitely decreased. We, like many other universities are very concerned about that,” Hendrickson said. “We still want to have international students here.”
Cassie Buchman can be reached at 581-2812 or cjbuchman@eiu.edu
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Few students attend flu
shot clinic Wednesday
By Mike Santoria
Staff Reporter | Mike_Santoria
Few students took advantage of Wednesday’s free
walk-in flu clinic.
Administrative nurse Carol Cheetham said
eight students showed up to the Human Services
building to attend the daylong event.
Cheetham said the reason most students did
not receive a flu
shot Wednesday was
because they think
other people already
have the flu and that
the window to avoid
getting sick has
passed.
“We keep trying to tell students they can get the
vaccine now and they still may get the flu, but the
symptoms and duration of it will be a lot shorter,”
Cheetham said.
A previous flu clinic made shots available to
students last October. Cheetham said the students
who received the flu shot then and still got sick
experienced symptoms for a shorter period of time,
and were overall not as sick as they could have been.

One of the eight students who got a flu shot was
Nigerian international student Seun.
Seun said she has never been exposed to this
kind of cold weather before and that was one of the
reasons she went in to get a flu shot.
“This is my first time getting a flu shot and I
believe it will work,” Seun said. “I’m not sick, but
because of the cold weather I need to treat myself. I
need to prevent getting sick.”

“I’ m not sick, but because of the cold weather I need
to treat myself.”
-Seun, international student from Nigeria
Once she finished the required paperwork at the
desk, Seun said she was fine, there was no soreness
and the whole process took under two minutes.
Students can call to make an appointment
for a free flu shot with Health Service during its
operational hours from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Mike Santoria can be reached at 581-2812 or
mtsantoria@eiu.edu
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Governor

CONTINUED FROM PAGE1
Rauner maintains he has introduced balanced
budgets.
But in 2015, it depended on pension-program changes that never occurred, and last year,
a balanced bottom line was contingent on a
Senate compromise that never materialized.
He also called Wednesday for the state to
“curb our spending and work together to give
people the capital they need to build and grow.”
He earlier said he would roll back the income
tax hike over several years but hasn’t explained
how he’d make up the shortfall in revenue as the
state remains billions in debt.
The speech had the support from Senate Republican Leader Bill Brady of Bloomington.
“Gov. Rauner reached out to both sides of the
political divide in an effort to move Illinois in
the right direction,” Brady said.
“By working in a bipartisan manner, we need
to pass a truly balanced budget, as well as provide meaningful property tax relief, both of
which will help grow our economy and create
jobs.”
Rauner also promised a crackdown on sexual harassment before an audience overwhelmingly clad in black in solidarity with the #MeToo
movement, capitalizing on the issue as one
“where we agree.”

www.dailyeasternnews.com
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Reaction

CONTINUED FROM PAGE1
“That (income) tax increase last year was
a major tax increase, and there’s not going
to be another this year,” Righter said.
“So we are left with two options — either
reduce spending to balance the budget or
keep spending the same or spend more and
go back into deficit spending again.”
Though Righter said it is a possibility that the governor’s proposal next month
might not promote compromise at first,
he hopes both sides of the aisle can meet
somewhere in the middle.
“He came in with the idea that his 44
pieces in his ‘Turnaround agenda’ was going to be able to move in his first term,”
Phillips said, attributing Rauner’s need to
implement his “Turnaround agenda’ to him
being a decisive business man who is used
to getting things done quickly.
“I think he’s learned a lot, and now I
think he now understands that we have to
work with the Democrats... now you’ve got
to compromise.”
Analicia Haynes can be reached at 5812812 or achaynes@eiu.edu.

GO

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2018

									

THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS | SPORTS

7

Swimmers look back on their season
By Adam Shay
Swim Reporter | @DEN_Sports
As the Summit League Championship approaches, the Eastern men and
women’s swim teams looked back to
the beginning of October at their accomplishments this season.
Both swim teams have compiled
winning seasons as the men’s team
finished 4-1 in head-to-head meets,
whereas the women’s team finished
with 4-2.
For some swimmers, dealing with
injuries has been a major concern to
them throughout the season. However, despite their injuries, those swimmers have managed to push through
the pain and compete at a high level.

One of those swimmers is junior
Nick Harkins, who has been dealing with a back injury since last season. When it came to the House of
Champions meet, Harkins was unsure if he was going to be able to
swim.
“It was bothering me at House of
Champs this year to the point where
I almost didn’t swim the 200-freestyle
event,” Harkins said. “But I went
ahead and swam it and pulled off a
season best time.”
Later in the day, Harkins swam
a 200-yard freestyle again, but as a
member of the 800-yard freestyle relay and despite the pain, he went even
faster. That day was a huge confidence
booster for him because even though

he was in so much pain,Harkins said
he still fought through and raced
well.
Before the race, Harkins was nervous about swimming the 200-yard
freestyle and kept thinking he should
not be swimming. That day though,
he had extra motivation to go out
and compete.
“My mom had flown all the way
from Arizona to see me so there was
no way I wasn’t going to swim,” Harkins said. “About 50 [yards] into the
race, my adrenaline kicked in and I
couldn’t feel the pain anymore. I focused more on the race than my back
and the results turned out well.”
Some swimmers' personal achievements this year have not only been

individual times, but accomplishments as a team.
“I think one of the biggest highlights was getting the pool record
in the 800-freestyle relay at our last
home meet,” junior Caro Lamarque
said. “That record was one of the oldest records on the board and to beat it
was an awesome feeling.”
With the help of senior Dani DiMatteo, junior Martee Grainger and
sophomore Karleen Gernady, the
four swimmers now hold the record
for the 800-yard freestyle with a time
of 7:57.76. The record was broken
against Valparaiso during the Panthers’ senior night.
Before the relay, the quartet knew
it was possible to break the record

and as the event came closer, they
made it a goal. For Lamarque, her
goal was to mainly focus on swimming and to not put too much
thought into the record.
“I didn’t want to mentally psych
myself out, but the girls on the relay with me and the rest of the team
was great at keeping us motivated to
get it,” Lamarque said. “I went third
in the relay so I had an idea of what
time I needed to go to keep us on
track to get it.”
There will be no meet this weekend
as the Panther swimmers prepare for
the Summit League Championship.
Adam Shay can be reached at 5812812 or acshay@eiu.edu.

Women’s tennis faces double-header this weekend
By Dillan Schorfheide
Women’s Tennis Reporter | @DEN_Sports
Three times this season, the women’s
tennis team has lost a close match, but
the deciding factor in those matches has
been the doubles point.
Samuel Kercheval, who is helping the
women’s team as an interim coach, has
said before that the doubles point is important in matches.
“The doubles point is always a big factor,” he said. “We have had three matches that were really close final scores and

the doubles point could have turned any
one of them.”
In the very first match of the season,
against Illinois State on Jan. 20, the Panthers lost 4-3, losing the doubles point
and winning three singles points. Then
on Sunday, Ball State, won the doubles
point in both matches of the doubleheader.
The first match ended with a 3-4 loss
for Eastern, and the second match ended in a 4-2 loss for Eastern. In the second
match, freshman Rachel Papavasilopoulos’ singles match went unfinished. But

even if she had won, the Panthers would
have lost 4-3 again.
The doubles part of tennis matches
is commonly played out before the singles matches, and three duos participate.
Each doubles matchup is played to a one
set victory, and whichever team gets the
most sets won (two-out-of-three or all
three) gets one point for the overall team
score.
The doubles point has great significance because if the two teams tie 3-3
in singles matches, the doubles point will
have decided the winner.

Kercheval said the team got discouraged from losing the doubles point, and
the Panthers ended up losing 7-0.
Going into this weekend, Kercheval
said the team has focused on that doubles point this week.
“We have worked on it in practice
and will continue to build on some fundamental things to help get more consistency,” he said. “We have played some
really good doubles at times, but haven’t
had the consistent performance that gets
us the doubles point.”
He said part of the reason the team

has lost the doubles points so far is that
they are still working through chemistry
and combinations.
The other parts of it is really understanding the game plan and sticking to it
under pressure and the confidence of the
team, he said.
This weekend, Eastern hosts Western
in Danville at 2 p.m. on Saturday, and
on Sunday, the Panthers play at Saint
Louis.
Dillan Schorfheide can be reached at
581-2812 or dtschorfheide@eiu.edu.

MEN'S BASKETBALL | OPINION

Men’s basketball team in need of defensive rebounds
The Eastern men’s basketball has three
forwards who are 6-feet-8 or above, yet
somehow rank 10th in the OVC in defensive rebounds.
It is important to note that height
does not always correlate to rebounds, as
strength and position are also factors in
snagging a board over the defender.
Regardless, it seems like the Panthers'
three-headed monster in the post of Muusa Dama, Aboubacar Diallo and Lucas Jones should be racking up more rebounds.
And when looking at recent games,
rebounds have been a key factor in all of
Eastern’s wins.
For example, the Panthers' last victory
came against Tennessee-Martin, and the

Maher Kawash
20-point margin of victory, was aided by
the four-rebound advantage Eastern ended the game with.
Dama is the biggest factor of all in that
as well.
In that game, the 6-foot-9 forward
pulled down 13 rebounds, which stands
as his highest total in the last six games.

And to no surprise, the Panthers are
1-5 in that span.
There are several factors that go into
a win, but when a team is without three
of its guards like Eastern is, the rebounds
and frontcourt performances go a long
way.
“We’ve got to rebound better because
we have fewer guards,” Coach Jay Spoonhour said. “You just get more big guys out
there and need to rebound better.”
Dama leads the Panthers with 145 rebounds on the season, but the second
highest total may not come from an expected person.
While playing-time factors into this, it
is not the other two big men on Eastern’s
squad that has totaled 103 rebounds this

season; instead, it is the 6-foot-4 wing Jujuan Starks.
It has been said before that Starks really
just plays bigger than his size expects him
to, but he has been a key cog down low
for the Panthers.
But then on the other hand, he is the
second-best rebound so far for Eastern
while averaging just five per game.
That should put it into perspective of
the fact that the Panthers must improve
on the boards if they are going to salvage
their season in this final stretch of conference play.
There is some bad news for the road
ahead, though.
Eastern’s next opponent, Jacksonville
State, is one of the better rebounding

teams in the OVC.
In fact, the Gamecocks do it in a special way; crashing the offensive boards.
They rank first in the OVC with about
100 more offensive rebounds than the
next ranked team.
On average, Jacksonville State outrebounds its opponents by about six per
game, and that is good for second best in
the conference.
It does not matter if it comes from the
guards or the big men, the point is Eastern will have to improve its rebounding if
wins are to come.
Maher Kawash can be reached at 5812812 or mwkawash@eiu.edu.
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Panthers not looking for ‘overcomplicated’ game
By Sean Hastings
Sports Editor|@DEN_Sports
Aside from leading the OVC with
115 blocks this season, Jacksonville State allows the least amount of
points per game, has the best field
goal defense per game, the best threepoint defense per game and lead the
league in defensive rebounds.
The Eastern men’s basketball team
hosts Jacksonville State Thursday in
Lantz Arena at 7:30 p.m.
The Gamecocks have a 39.8 percent field goal defense, 31.9 percent
field goal defense and average 26.7
defensive rebounds per game.
The Gamecocks’ shut-down defense is an unfortunate matchup for
the Panthers who have struggled as of
late on offense.
Meeting the Gamecocks at the rim
poses a threat, but it is something that
the Panthers will have to face.
“It’s not so much driving, because
we’ve lost our guys that drive,” Spoonhour said. “What you do is you run a
hard offense and when you get around
the goal, you’ve got to get strong.”
The Panthers’ offense scored a second-lowest 47 points Saturday against
Tennessee State. The shots were not
falling and Spoonhour said when that
is happening, and it has before, the
Panthers have to find a way to get to
the free throw line more.
Eastern shot 14-14 Saturday, but it
still left Nashville with a 50-47 loss.
“You have to finish,” Spoonhour
said. “You can’t avoid contact. It’s not
just blocking shots, they’re a really
good defensive team. We’re going to
have to handle the ball and get good
looks. You don’t want to overcomplicate it.”
Freshman Mack Smith has proven to be a dual threat player with his
ability to shoot as a guard and also get
down in the paint and grab a rebound
off the rim.
While Smith’s versatility forces

SEAN HASTINGS | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Eastern freshmen Mack Smith cuts to the basket in the Panthers loss to Belmont on Jan. 13 at Lantz Arena. Smith said the Panthers have to get open
looks against a tough Jacksonville State defense.

him to have to go up against different
players of Jacksonville State, just like
Spoonhour said, Smith is not going to
overcomplicate anything.
“We just have to be aggressive,”
Smith said. “We have to outplay
them, play hard, and play harder than
them and get open looks and take

good shots and make sure we’re having fun while we’re doing it.”
Eastern is in ninth place in the
OVC standings with only one game
separating them from the seventh spot
and two from the sixth. The bottom
is clumped together and this weekend
can see some movement.

With eight games left in the season,
standings are the last thing on Smith’s
mind.
“Coach tells us to not worry about
that,” Smith said. “We still have a
long season left and even though it
is eight games, he still says we have
many games left, and we just come

out here and compete.”
The 3-7 Panthers have a two-game
home stand starting Thursday with
the Gamecocks and finish it up with
Tennessee Tech Saturday.
Sean Hastings can be reached at 5812812 or smhastings@eiu.edu.

Eastern to host top-defensive team Jacksonville State
By JJ Bullock
Assistant Sports Editor | @DEN_Sports
The Jacksonville State women’s basketball program is off to its best start in
OVC play of this decade and it is easy to
tell why; a top ranked defense and a rebounding unit to match have created a
recipe for one of the best teams in the program’s history.
The Gamecocks sit at 7-3 in the OVC
and in a tie for third place with Morehead
State, and Jacksonville State’s success can
be credited to a defense that ranks first
across the board in almost every defensive
category.
Jacksonville State coach Rick Pietri’s
team is holding the opposition to a league
best 56.4 points per game and have held
opponents to under 50 points in seven
games this season.
Additionally, the Gamecocks have held
teams to an OVC best 36.6 field goal percentage and a league low 441 made shots
this season.
But it will be Jacksonville State’s perimeter defense that will create the most intriguing matchup for Eastern.
The Panthers have attempted the second-most three-pointers in the OVC but
have made them at a third-worst 29.9
percent. While the Panthers are already
shooting from beyond the arc in high volume and in turn converting them at a
relatively low-number, the matchup between Eastern’s shooters and Jacksonville
State’s perimeter defense, which has held
opponents to an OVC best 25.9 percentage from three this season, could be the
difference between winning and losing.

SEAN HASTINGS | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Eastern junior guard Carmen Tellez takes the ball up the court in an exhibiton match against Rose-Hulman at
Lantz Arena Nov. 13. Tellez will be coming off the bench for Eastern’s game with Jacksonville State on Thursday.

In preparation for Jacksonville State,
Eastern coach Matt Bollant has had
his team focusing on getting better at
the things they have been struggling at
this season, rather than focusing on the
Gamecock’s defense.
“I think if we can ball screen against

them and we screen a body, we should
be able to get some stuff off that,” Bollant said. “But then you have just got to
be patient. You can’t expect to get a shot
off on the first pass and you have got to
cut hard and make a few passes to break
them down and get a better shot.”

Stifling teams on defense has coupled
well this season with Jacksonville State’s
second-ranked rebounding this season.
Jacksonville State is second in offensive
rebounds, averaging 14.8 per game and
second in defensive rebounding at 27.5
per game.

This is another area Jacksonville State
is near the top in and Eastern has struggled with this season. Despite that however, the Panthers have been working every day on improving their rebounding
and the hope is it will be better for Thursday’s game.
“We’re trying to get better. Obviously
(rebounding) is not something that we’re
great at but we’re trying to get better every game,” Bollant said. “We’re trying to
block out, pursue the ball and keep people fresh as we rotate as well.”
Freshman forward Grace McRae will
start in place of junior guard Carmen
Tellez in an effort by Bollant to improve
the team’s rebounding.
Something Eastern has been trying to
correct has been its play in the second half
of games. In the Panthers last four games,
they are shooting just over 25 percent
from the field in the second half of games,
and at times look like an entirely different
team on the court after halftime.
This is an issue that Bollant has spoken on before, crediting the night and day
switch to just a lack of players stepping up
and making plays, largely in part because
of a lack of upperclassmen in the rotation.
Bollant did say ,however, that the
team’s juniors looked as good as they have
all season in practice leading up to the
Jacksonville State game, something he
hopes will translate into the game.
Eastern and Jacksonville State play at
5:15 p.m. Thursday at Lantz Arena.
JJ Bullock can be reached at 581-2812 of
jpbullock@eiu.edu.

