,Ilittle Mary Sunshine' at EIU
CHARLESTON - Eastern Illinois University's Summer
Theatre Company '85 is rehearsing
Little Mary Sunshine, the musical
comedy hit that spoofs old-time
operettas.
Little Mary . Sunshine will be
presented in the Theatre of the
Doudna Fine Arts Center beginning Friday, July 12 for six performances.
Tickets for the production will be
available beginning Monday, July
8 at the Fine Arts Ticket Office between 1 and 5 p.m. daily. For reservations and ticket information
phone 581-3110. Tickets are $4.00
for adults, $3.00 for senior citizens
and children, and $2.00 for EIU
students.
With a libretto, music and lyrics
all by one man, Rick Besoyan, Little Mary Sunshine was first produced in the fall of 1959 and
received all the verbal laurels the
New York drama critics could
dream up. It ran at an off-Broadway theatre to packed houses for
more than two years ~ a record
for an original musical.
It was praised for its satiric but
affectionate evocation of the
musical comedies ' of forty or fifty
years ago, when the male chorus
inevitably knelt in adoration of the
girlishly sweet heroine, when good
was all good and bad all bad,
without any of today's' exasperating in-betweens.
Cathy Berns will play the title
role of the virtuous, beset, eyebatting charmer who runs the Col-

orado Inn in the Rocky Mountains
at the turn of the century. Capt.
"Big Jim" Warington, her starwalt sweetheart will be impersonated by Dean Leitzen. Capt.
Warington is the most noble and
dependable of a brawny group of
Forest Rangers. Reliable Old Indian Chief Brown Bear (a good Indian!), Little Mary's foster father,
will be portrayed by Jim
Romanovich, while the role of the
villainous Yellow Feather (the
worst possible kind of Indian!) will
challenge the snarl-producing abilities of David Anderson.
Gena Groppel as Madame
Ernestine Von Liebedich will be
seen as a romantically inclined
opera singer inexplicably afloat in
the North Woods while dreaming
of dear old Vienna. As General
Oscar Fairfax, Retired, J. Sain
shares a fleeting moment with
Madame Von Liebedich and
becomes an intimate friend of the
family as "Uncle Oscar" to the
young ladies of the Eastchester
Finishing School.
In addition to those mentioned,
Nancy J;>aule as Nancy Twinkle
will be seen as a captivating flirt
and Darren Tuggle 'as Corporal
Billy Jester as a conscientious
ranger corporal who tries to be
faithful to the rule book.
Aiding and abetting these principals will be Melvin Burns as
Fleet Foot, Mary's Indian grandfather along with the Young Ladies
of the ' Eastchester Finishing

School: Lisa Loar, Lisa Werth~
Anne Ostrander, Karyn Cornwell,
Eileen Sullivan, Pam Wood and
Jill Taylor.
The Young Gentlemen of the
United States Forest Rangers are
Stephen Scherer, Tom Kee, Ian
Barford , Keith Best , John
Salamone, Bart Rettberg and Tony
Vavroch.
The direction of this family
entertainment is the work . of
Gerald Sullivan with musical
direction by John Maharg. Scenery
representing the Rocky Mountain
terrain where the shenanigans
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