Dickens' classic returns by popular demand

by Laura ZlebeU
The Christmas spirit arrived earlier than usual for
some 40 Eastern students who have been singing
carols and rehearsing their holiday greetings for
several weeks in preparation for Eastern's
Christmas theater production of "A Christmas
Carol." Gerald Sullivan, director of the show,
said planning for the .production, which will be
presented at 8 p.m. on Dec. S, 6, 12 and 13, and at 2
p.m. on Dec. 7 and 14 in the Doudna Fine Arts
Theater, started months ago.
"The first preparation for this year's Christmas
show actually began last spring," Sullivan said.
Since then Sullivan and a few others have worked
on the play, which has been brought back this' year
by popular demand.
"We first did 'A Christmas Carol' in 1977 and
because so many people asked us to present it again,
we decided to include it in our 1980-81 production
schedule," Sullivan said.
The set of "A Christmas Carol" is divided up
into three platforms on which the main scenes at
Scrooge's office, bedroom and the Cratchit
household are presented, Sullivan said. Faculty
member Clarence Blanchette designed the seC
Faculty member Nancy Paule designed the
costumes for "A Christmas Carol" in 1977 and is
again in charge of costumes for this year's
production.
\'This time around it was a little less work since
we were able to pull a lot of the costumes from the
vault," Paule said. "But still, there were 55
costumes to be coordinated, fitted, altered and
organized which will always be a lot of work."
Sophomore Eric Duchinsky is looking foward to
seeing how eerie his costume and make-up will be.
Duchinsky will be playing the ghost of .Jacob
Marley.
"I'm not going to make weird ghost noises or
talk in a wavering voice, but my costume that's
made up of ripped bandages and chains will slire
look eerie," he said.
Eastern student Chuck Greenwood has designed
the lighting effects to enhance the ghost scenes.

These students will be starring in Eastern's
Christmas Theater production of "A ' Christmas
Carol." Forty students have been singing carols
and rehearSing holiday greetings for the
production. Left to right are sophomore Kevin
Rettke, ~ophomore Pat McGurk, freshman Jeff

"Whenever one· of the ghosts are on stage they
will be kept in a bluish light as will Scrooge when he
comes near the ghosts," Greenwood said.
"The action that the ghosts' are describing-for
example, how Christmas will be in the future-will
be highlighted in a different light. We're also going
to try to create a fog when the ghosts appear," he
added.
- Greenwood will also appear on stage as the part

Bennett, freshman Becky Cox and sophomore Eric
Duchinsky. The play will be presented at. 8 p.m.
Dec. 5, 6, 12, 13 and at 2 p.m . Dec. 7, 14, in the
Doudna Fine Arts Center. (News photo by Wayne
Purdy)

of Scrooge when he was a school boy.
Sophomore Becky Cox will portray the Ghost of
Christmas Future.
"It may sound a little crazy, but I really wanted
that part. The ghost appears in a long black cloak
that covers both the face and hands. I'm over six
feet tall and next to hunched-over Scrooge, I'm
hoping to look really mysterious. I really like the
part but it takes a lot of concentration."
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