---Entertainnlent----------------------'Philadelphia' powerful, poignant theater
Brian Friel's Philadelphia, Here
I Come!, which EIU's theatre
department staged this past week
in the Fine Arts Center Playroom,
is about a young Irishman's last
hours at home before emigrating
to the United States.
Gareth O'Donnell, who has failed
in love and sees himself as trapped
iii a humiliating job in his father's
store, is swept by emotions as he
prepares to sever ties with friends
and neighbors and go to his aunt's
in Philadelphia to live and work.
Before he goes, he tries, and fails,
to evoke some small sign of affection from his father, with whom he
is unable to communicate.
It's a simple story of fatherand-son estrangement, honest, unpretentious, sharply and
humorously written - with one
gimmick. Two actors are used for
the hero, one playing the actual
man and the other his alter ego, a
commentator who voices the innermost thoughts of a largely inarticulate person. It's a device better
suited, as a rule, for film than
stage, but it worked beautifully at
Eastern, thanks to C. P. Blanchette's sensitive, insightful direction and exceptionally fine performances by John P. Tabor and
Thomas Rhett Kee as the "public"
and "private" Gar respectively.
Their interplay was on a professionallevel.
Troy Mayfield, with the help of
some remarkably effective makeup, was convincing as the inscrutable old father, although I
would have preferred a little less
John Qualen cum Andy Clyde and
a little more Donald Crisp in his in-

Carl
Lebovitz
terpretation.
As the elderly housekeeper who
loves Gar and his father as she
scolds them, Angela Snead showed
again, as she did in the recent EI
R, that she's a deft character actress, and Laura Rubidge held
center stage briefly in her one
scene as gar's chatterbox aunt.
There was good work by the rest
of the cast - Heather Gladney
(alternating with Anne Lloyd),
Ken Foster, Jack Smith, Gerald M.
Lunsford, Bruce Janu, Gary Den-
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FRIDAY
Dance 9:00·12:00
"THE ROVERS"
Happy Hour 4:30·6 :00

Supper 5:00·8 :00
Catfish, Seafood, Steak ..
SATURDAY
~
Supper 4:45-6:00
Early Bird Bingo 6:30
Regular Bingo 7:00 !ftI
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ton, Steve Echols, Kevin Peters,
and J. Kenneth Barnett.
Kee also designed the set for the
O'Donnell living quarters, just
right with its primitive wooden
floor and old furniture, iron stove
and washbowl and pitchers.
Philadelphia, Here I Come! is a
long play - three acts, running
time nearly three hours, but Blanchette, Tabor, Kee and company
made it an evening of powerful.

poignant, absorbing theatre. The
production is being entered in the
American College Theatre Festival regional competition to be held
Jan. 13-19 in Madison, Wisc. They
may just have a winner.
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WILL ROGERS 045·9222
Dirty Dancing (PG13)
UkeFather,
Uke Son (PG13)

7:00

All Seats
TIME
Throw Morna From
The Train (PG13)
Baby Boom (PG)L.ut Nit.

PLANES,
TRAINS AND
AUTOMOBILES
~ W,

CIHEMA3
Planes, Trains And
Autmobiles (PG13)
Fatal Attraction (R)
The Running Man (R)
Cinderella (0)

5:10·7:15
4:45·7:00
7:10
5:00
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