FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE ..••..•....
MARCH 5,

1979

has been cast in the Eastern Illinois University Interpreters'
presentation of Ken Kesey's novel Sometimes ~ Great Notion,
adapted and directed by D.A. Silverman.
Performances begin Friday,
March 16 at 8:00 P.M. in The Playroom of the Doudna Fine Arts
Center.

~heatre

Sometimes A Great Notion is the dramatic saga of rugged individualism in the Pacific Northwest.
Through the use of narrative and
other stylistic innovations, this adaptation tells of the tragic
disintegration of a heroically reactionary lumberjack family that
refuses to join in a statewide timber strike.
The moral and psychological center lies in the Stamper family,
whose wandering patriarch emigrated from Kansas in the 1890's
and who have wished since then "to settle down, to rake root and
be content with whatever portion the good Lord had alloted them."
Yet their hold on the land is fierce and almost mystical.
They
build up a small family logging operation, cling to it against
heavy pressures, and finally come into conflict with the union
when they refuse to join the strike and thus threaten its
effectiveness.
The adaptation fuses these themes of man in an embrace with the
land and the individual struggling against the collective with a
more interior motif -- an inquiry into the nature of courage, of
strength and personal dignity.
The story is told in a series of varied settings, designed by
Theatre Arts mAjor Bruce K. Morriss, through the use of multiple
flashbacks, shifting points of view and fluctuating time sequences.

Tickets for the production are available from 1-5 P.M. Monday
through F~iday at the Fine Arts Ticket Office beginning Monday,
March 12.
Reservations can be made by phoning (217) 581-3110.
Tickets are $2.50 for Adults, $1.50 for Youth and Senior Citizens,
and $1.00 for EIU students.
Other performances at 8:00 P.M. are
slated for March 17, 19 and 20 with a matinee Sunday, March 18.
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