Performances at Eastern

'Cuckoo': It's a Mad, Mad World
By WALTER LAZENBY

It's a mad world, my
masters, as more than one
recent literary work has
proclaimed. That's part of the
message of Ken Kesey's novel
"One Flew over the Cuckoo's
Nest" and of Dale Wasserman's stage adaptation, the
Eastern Theatre Department's homecoming show.
As one self-conscious speech
suggests, the script resembles
a concoction brewed by Franz
Kafka and Mark Twain.
There is an echo of Kafka in
the hatUlting struggle between
a strong authority-figure, the
power-crazed head nurse in a
state mental hospital, and a
not-so-crazy
individualistic
newcomer to her ward who
rallies the inmates against her
and on whose side the weight
of sympathy lies.
There is some Twain in the
curiously light jests about
these "psycho-ceramics"
(you gussed it-crackpots!)
but eSQ.ecially in the cynical
parody of a
wedding
ceremony pronounced to give
a virginal character permission to go through his
initiation
rite-with
a
prostitue sneaked into the
ward.
But whereas Kafka would
never clearly idenfity the
. threat to his heroes, Kesey is
all too simplistically clear.
For him, the evil is concentrated in Nurse Ratched
(try punning and rhyming on

that one) and other castrating
females like her (Billy Bibbit's mother and Chief .
Bromden's, who never appear).
Of course she can generally
represent attitudes and institutions in our society which
oppress the individual; and it
may be this possibility as well
as anti-feminist sentiment
which causes audiences to
clap, whistle, and cheer at her

A Revieu,
momentary defeats. But she is
still
the
cardboard
melodramatic villainess.
I suppose that an actress
might try to give her more
humanity by interpreting her
as well-intentioned but
misguided, though there is
little warrant in the script for
doing so. In Joan Allen's
strong protrayal the villainess
is surely there. She manages
some heavily sardonic implications in Big Nurse's
speech on the necessity of
punishment and a little
hypocrisy in the speech
chiding her adversary for
tampering, god-like, with
other human lives. But some
earlier speeches seem unnecessarily ponderous- and
self-aware. It is just possible
that more restraint and

unruffled efficiency might
make the character more
perturbingly sinister.
What of her more complicated worthy opponent,
Randle P. McMurphy, played
by Jim Kleckner? Is he really
insane or only pretending to
be? Is his early behavior
motivated by the chance to
win a bet, by deep concern for
the men's depressed spirits
and lifelessness, or by simple
misogyny? Why does he
persist in antagonizing Big
Nurse after he finds out that
he has been permanently
committed, whereas many of
his wardmates can be
released when they no longer
need refuge in the hospital?
Kleckner's playing does not
give clear-cut answers, but
neither does the script.
Nevertheless he gives an
assured performance, making
Mac confident and intelligent,
. quick to develop strategies.
Hence it is all the more surprising that the hero misses
his chance to escape (but the
novel lacks the play's contrivance at this point). With
all his cleverness, has he
failed to measure the threat
Nurse Ratched poses?
Of the two different
productions of "Cuckoo's
Nest" I have seen this year,
Gerald Sullivan's at Eastern
is distinctly the better. It is
richer in minor characterizations, lighter in its comic
moments, more moving in its
seriousness.

Clarence Blanchette's
austere, solid, prison-like set
contributes immensely to the
creation of an appropriate
depressing atmosphere, and
in the dim-outs it becomes
magnificently eerie, in accord
with Chief Bromeden's expressionistic soliloquies.
These soliloquies still seem
like an awkward adaptor's
device to me, but with the
lighting and sound effects they
work better here. Doug Le\Vis
handles them successfully.
B.J. Heft cconveys Harding's sophistication SO well
that one wonders at Harding's
having been deceived about
the aim of the humiliating
group therapy sessions. Hence
Heft's skill shows up another
weakness in the script.
There is not a single false
note in Randy Arney's (Billy
Bibbit's) final tearful confrontation with Big Nurse.
Yvette Coney creates a
natural vignette of Nurse
Nakamura; Phillip~ Wright
gives a good comic caricature
of Aide Turkle; and there are
yet other performances in
minor roles that might have
come from Stanislavski's
workshop.
Performances will continue
in the Fine Arts Theatre at
Eastern Illinois University at
8 p.m. Oct. 18, 19 and 21, and at
2 p.m. Oct. 20. Tickets are on
sale at the Fine Arts box office
for $2 adults, $1 for ' youths,
and 75 cents for Eastern
students.
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In review ... by Rob Wall

'Cuckoo' at times hilarious, also heartbreaking
~Editor's

note:
This
column,
reviewing the play "O,ne Flew Over the
Cuckoo's Nest," has been reprinted
from Monday's edition of the News.)
"O ne Flew Over the Cuckoo's
Nest ," the Th.catre Arts Department
home":ll ming play, is a perfect mixture
\)i comedy and drama.
\1 times it is hilarious, at other
t ime'o it is hearthreaking, hut at al\ times
it is fantastic. It is a production that
should not he missed.
"One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest"
lakes place in a male ward of a mental
institution . Joan Allen play s Nurse
/, Rat c h ed, a d o min e e r i n g and
emascu lating psychiatric nurse who
turns patients into sniveling infants in
order to "cure" them .
James 1'. Kleckner plays Randl e 1'.
McMurphy, a former fl rison inmate who
is switched to the institution hecause of
psychopathic
tende,ncies. lie
immediately declares himself leader of
the ward and endears himself to the
ot her pat i eOn ts.
McMurphy sees what Nurse Ratched
has done to the patients' morale and
hegins his own form of treatment.
Ihls treatillent, includes gamhling,
has"l'l hall gal11l's, a revolt staged so that
t he patients call watch the World Series
Oil telL-vision al'nl a party , complL'le with
hOO/l served' in an ellema hag and ladies
of the 11ight
I'his all serves to make the patients
feci like human heings again.
.
Nurse Ratched. however, docs not
wall t this to happen. She docs,
everything she can to prevent
McMurphy's actions. A full fledged war
hreaks out hetween them.
\
McMurphy vows that he will win,
hut he is in hattie with a very powerful

fault with this production o("One Flew
Over the Cuckoo's Nest."
The set, designed by Clarence
Blanchette, perfectly captures the drab,
zoo·like feeling of the mental ward .
The lighting and the sound effects
are also very effective.
"One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest"
also contains some of the best acting
ever to tak e place on an Eastern stage.
Joan Allen and James P. Kleckner

are superb as Nurse Ratched and
McMurphy. Saying that they are perfect
could very we\1 be an understatement.
The rest of the cast is also excellent .
_ Randy Arney gives an exceptionally
good performance as Bi11y, a stuttering,
sensitive and suicidal patient. Doug
Lewis is also very good as Chief
Bromden, a giant of a man who has
been belittled by Nurse Ratched.
Andy Lanman, as Martini, who

suffers from hallucinatio'ns and Phillip
C. Wright, as Aide Turkle, ' the night
watchman, provide some of the funniest
moments in the play.
Everyone in the cast, however, must
be congratulated for an excellent
production.
"One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest"
is a truly good play. Director Gerald
Sullivan has done an excellent job
putting it all together. Don't miss it.

/'
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=,*"""""""'WI'Cuckoo'Set at Eastern
One of the finest, most
meaningful, and moving
American plays of recent
time, Dale Wasserman's
dtamatization of · the bestselling Ken Kesey novel deals
with the inmates -of a state
mental hospital and their
reactions to the struggle
between a rebellious new
patient and the ward's

CHAJtLESTON-Harry
Leland Mitchell, one of the
founders of the historic
Southern Tenant Farmers
Union, will speak at 2 p.m.
Thursday in Buzzard Building
y.
Auditorium at Eastern Illinois
University.
The topic of his lecture will
s. "
be "Plantation Politics from
Norman Thomas to Ce~r
Chavez."
Ie
Mitchell is a noted authority
on his subject and has made
numerous appearances at
::::;:::::::::::::::::::::::=:=::::::::::::;.:: major universities across the
country. He was himself a
sharecropper during the 1920s
and participated in the
organization Of some of the
first farm labor unions during
the Great Depression. The
New York TiIftes has called
Mitchell "one of the most
\nufacturing of respected labor militants of
.emonstrations of the South fQr 35 years."
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domineering head nurse. The
action of the play ranges from
episodes of hilarious comedy
to episodes of haunting
drama, all building - t.o a
gripping climax.
The cast includes three
Charleston students. Barry
Johnson, the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Brace Johnson, is cast as
Cheswick. Eric Smith, son of
Ron Smith and Barbara
Farris, is cast as Col. Matterson, and Andy Lanman, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Harold
Lanman is cast as Martini.
Loran Easter of Mattoon and
Pat Richardson of Lerna are
Mitchell's appearance at also cast members.
Reservations may be made
Eastern Illinois University
comes through the co"" at the EIU Fine Arts Ticket
sponsorship of the History and Office, open 1-5 p.m. daily, or
Political Science Depart- by phoning 581-3110, beginning
ments. His lecture is open to Monday, October 7. Tickets
the general public. Admission are $2 for adults, $1 for youths,
and 75 cents for EIU students.
is free.
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Hours••FRIDAY
AND SATURDAY - ·11 A.M.-IO P.M.
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corner it and got some bruises
( for their efforts.
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maybe we will keep it as a
district pet,"
the desk
sergeant on duty Sunday said.

Mac ,Davis, Carpenters
Set Conce.rts at U of I
CHAMPAIGN, Ill.-Mac
Davis and The Carpenters will
be featured in separate
concerts at the University of
Illinois Assembly Hall in
November.
Davis, whose recent hit,
"Stop and Smell the Roses,"
has recently held the number
one spot on "Billboard
Magazine's" charts, will
perfonn Nov. 1 at 8 p.m.
The Carpenters, who have
produced 14 gold records -

throughout the 1970's, will
appear in a special U. of 1.
homecoming performance
Nov. 9 at 8 p.m. at the
University
of
Illinois
Assembly Hall.
Public ticket sales will begin
today for the Davis concert
and Sunday for The Carpenters. Tickets are available
by mail
or
at ' the
Assembly Hall and Illini
Union Box offices.
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CHARLESTON-A meeting
on the non-busing of children
in Unit One schools will be
held Thursday at the
Charleston VFW.
The meeting will be held at
p.m. Mrs. Brenda
Cassiday, of Ashmore, said
the meeting is for concerned
parents of Unit One children
7:30

who are presently not bused to
and from school.
She said the meeting is
being held to see how many
parents in the school district
are concerned over the
school's mile-and-a-half
busing policy. For more information about the meeting,
phone 349-8680, after 4: 30
p.m., or 349-8839.

'Cuckoo's'Director, Cast
Set Discussion Wednesday
~

CHARLESTON-The director and cast of the play,
"One Flew Over the Cuckoo's
Nest," at Eastern Illinois
University, will hold a
discussion of the play Wednesday at the United Campus

Ministry.
The discussion will begin at
7:30 p.m., with Dr. Gerald

Sullivan and the cast of the
play, and all other interested
persons.

Chili Supper Set .Thursda~y
CHARLESTON-The

an-

school cafeteria.

\

on patrol for a
couple blocks and then tried to
corner it and got some bruises
for their efforts.
,
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district pet,"
the desk
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CHAMPAIGN, Ill.-Mac
Davis and The Carpenters will
be fe'a tured in separate
concerts at the University of
Illinois Assembly Hall in
November.
Davis, whose recent hit,
"Stop and Smell the Roses,"
has recently held the number
one spot on "Billboard
Magazine's" charts, will
perform Nov. 1 at 8 p.m.
The Carpenters, who have
produced 14 gold ' records -

throughout the 1970's, will
appear in a special U. of I.
homecoming performance
Nov. 9 at 8 p.m. at the
University
of
Illinois
Assembly Hall.
Public ticket sales will begin
today for the Davis concert
and ,Sunday for The Carpenters. Tickets are available
by mail
or
at
the
Assembly Hall and Illini
Union Box offices.
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CHARLESTON-A meeting
on the non-busing of children
in Unit One schools will be
held Thursday at the
Charleston VFW.
The meeting will be held at
p.m. Mrs. Brenda
Cassiday, of Ashmore, said
the meeting is for concerned
parents of Unit One children
7:30

who are presently not bused to
and from school.
She said the meeting is
being held to see how many
parents in the school district
are concerned over the
school's mile-and-a-half
busing policy. For more information about the meeting,
phone 349-8680, after 4: 30
p.m., or 349-8839.

'Cuckoo's'Director, Cast
Set Discussion Wednesday
~

CHARLESTON-The director and cast of the play,
"pne Flew Over the Cuckoo's
Nest," at Eastern Illinois
University, will hold a
discussion of the play Wednesday at the United Campus

Ministry.
The discussion will begin at
7:30 p.m., with Dr. Gerald

Sullivan and the cast of the
play, and all other interested
persons .

Chili Supper Set , Thursda~y
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EIU players fake a faltering flight with 'Cuckoo's Nest
I

-Eastern Illinois University'
Theatre is in the midst of
Homecoming 1974 festivities,
one of the traditions of which
is for the Eastern Illinois By Emery
University Theatre to strut their
stUff with an ambitious show.
Lichtenwalter
Gerald Sullivan has directed
this year's play, and they play
chosen was Dale Wassserman's
dr1,lma taken from Ken Kesey's
novel, a truly challenging play,
"One" Fle~ <?ver the Cuckoo's at EIU, plays the lead again.
Nest. ThIS IS a . play to test , He had easier roles to essay
t h'e ' . mettle of seasoned in previous productions, but
pr~fesslOnal actors, not to be tries manfully in this play and
taken ligh,tly as. a casual l~ttle com e s
across
generally
theatre :hIt-or-mIss productIon. satisfactory. He can swagger
ErU's"kIds meet the challenge and strut but he uses no makehead-o'~ and ' in g~n~ral come up, and he just isn't the picture
out wIn,ners. But flaws there of an aging con-man. I should
are. , , , '
think in about five years he
I would have been much more would give a reading of the role
impressed with this show had that would be electrifying.
I not seen Mr. Guy Little's! The same thing is true of
sea~.~n's opener .o~ the same Joan Allen as the nurse. Again
s~rrmg . th~ . e~cItmg ~onard without make-up, Mi~s Allen
Nlploy.. It ,IS still fresh, m my j~st doesn't look like the exmind, and Ifear much of what perienced career nurse; she
I saw .at Eastern suffered by looks like a pretty co-ed acting
comparIson.
a part in a college play. She's
But there are good things too. too pretty. Nurse Ratched is an
ClarenCe Blanchette's set is the evil person, and Miss Allen may
biggest, most overwhelming, snarl and bite, but it's hard to
professional looking I have ever believe. It's too bad, for Miss
Seen on any stage anywhere AlIen is well prepared; she
anytime. Not only is it hand- knows her lines and delivers
some looking, but it permits them clearly. I should enjoy
easy . movement !1f the stage seeing her as the heroine of
a<;tion.
,
"
a play like "Claudia," or even
James P. Kleckner, who has the lead of "Barefoot in the
starred ' in the last two shows IPark."

I

I

I

Iinmate
B. J. Heft is impressive as Ball liven things up as a pair
"B. J. ~eft," he :wi!h of floozies who enjoy parties,
the sex pot wIfe but tlImd
libido. He brings understanding
to the role, and attra~ts your
sympathy. Doug LeWIS plays
the
tormented half-breed,
"Chief Bromden." He is
generally good, and seemed
more at ease in his conversational scenes than he did
in his soliloquy scenes, where
he needs to slow down just a
breathe or two. (And his
wedding ring shining in the
spotlight was dis~racting, a?d
do we have a hmt the ChIef
was a married man?)
Randy Arney is excellent as
"Billy Bibbit," and makes his
role of the wealling "mamma's
boy" stand out; he was my
choice for best actor in this
show, though he has to wat-ch
a tendency to forget his
stammer.
In a heavily dramatic show
that cries for comedy, bless the
great God Thespius for Yvette
Coney in her portrayal of Nurse
Nakamura. She is witty and
bright. The audience had a
favorite too, the stocky Andy
Lanman, who sees a lot of
things that aren't there, and
brought giggles with his every
appearance. And Phillip C.
Wright as Aide Turkle with a
weakness for anything in a
bottle made the most of his
scenes.
And Pat Hinzy and Jayne A.

even if they be hosted in th
mental ward of a hospital.
This drama is strong stuff,
and I was interested in the
reaction of the sweet matron
behind me. Obviously she had
not seen the play before and
her reaction to the m~rder
scene was both horrified and
audible.
In a brief line or two the
story line deals with a con' man
who has himself assigned to a
mental ward to escape the hard
facts!1f life in a penal sentence.
In the mental ward he comes
to grips with the sadistic, manhating nurse, and battles her
to the finish, but not before he
has helped all the men of the
ward.
The play is best viewed by
adult audiences, as there are
s c en e s of violence and
sprinklings of expletives. But
for adults. ~ungry f?r good
dra~a, thIS IS a s~tIsfactory
even~g, and you WIll. be entertamed.
Shows wIII. be
presented at 8 p.m. on FrIday,
Satu~day . and next Mo~day
evenmg, WIth. a ~unday ~atinee
at 2:00: J. S~m m t~e Fme Arts
box offI~e will happIly ta~e your
reservatIon. ~nd the vIew. of I
that stage set IS worth the drIve I
to Charleston.
-------
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Loheide resigns as court justice Tickets for ICuckoo1togoonsall!
under threat of elm-peachme-nt (\lC~~~~:tSJ~:t::'O~~e FI~~ea~~er ;~~ JO~~~r~:~~:~~:r:~~~~~·~~·t.hiS

.
.
By John Ryan
.
A Student Supreme Court justice has
resigned after an impeachment petition
was presented t th St d t S t '
ena e
o
e
u en
speaker at last Thursday's senate meeting.
Rhea Loheide, a senior from Illiopolis,
resigned Friday from the Supreme Court
after serving as a justice for more than a
year.
It was either resign or be impeached,
Loheide said.
Loheide had first filed through the
Supreme Court chief justice for a leave of
abs~nce for this semester because she is
student teaching in Illiopolis.
"I thought they · would automatically
appoint someone to take my place for the
semester," she said.
In the summer semester they appoint

senators to fill leave of absences, she
added, "I thought they would do the
same for me.'"
The
impeachment
petition
was
presented to Joe Dunn, senate speaker,
and was signed by the required five
senators needed to begin the proceedings.
The Student Government Constitution
provides for impeachment of any student
court justice, any activity board member
or any student government office holder
if there is a legitimate reason.
Only four Supreme Court justices are
needed for a quorum, Dunn said. The full
court is made up of seven justices.
She was the seventh justice and had
not been present at the recept Supreme
Court hearings last week, he added.

Dept. 's
Homecoming production,
will go on sale Monday.
Tickets will be available at the Fine
Arts Box Office from I to 5 p.m~ daily.
Tickets are $2 for adults, $1 for
youths and 75 cents for Eastern students,

Fnday and Saturday at 8 p.m. In the Fine
Arts Theatre. Other oerformances are
scheduled for 0 ct. I 8,
19 and 21 at 8
p.m. and October 20 at 2 p.m.
'
Reservations may be made by
phoning 581-3110.

Monday and Tuesday Special
************************

Spaghetti

I

roll and butter - all you can eat

$1 29
•

Steve's Steak House
Route 16 West - Charleston, Illinois
Hours: SUNDA Y THRU THURSDAY 11 A.M. ;... 9 P.M ..
FRIDAY AND SATURDA Y 11 A.M. - 10 P.M.
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"One Flew Over the Cuckoo!s Nest" was chosen as this year's Theatre Arts
Homecoming production. Members of the cast, shown above rehearsing, will perform
Friday, Saturday and Sunday.
/
.

Coffe~

'Cuckoo's Nest' set by theatre
as Homecoming comedy-dral!1a
By Rob Wall
"One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest" is
the 1974 HQmecoming production oi the
Theatre Arts Department.
Six performances were scheduled, two
of which were given last week.
Further performances will be given on '
Friday, Saturday and Monday at 8 p.m.,
and Sunday at 2 p.m.
Reservations may be made at the Fine
Arts Ticket Office, open 1-5 daily, or by
phoning 581-3110.
Tickets are $2 for adults, $1 for
children and 75 cents for Eastern
students.
,
"One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest" is '
a comedy-drama dealing with Randle P.
McMurphy, a con-man, who is sent to a

directed by Gt'rald Sullivan and consists
of a cast of 17 men and 5 women.
The cast members include Doug Lewis,
Pat Richardson, Loran Easter, Joan Allen,
Susan Farwell, B.J. Heft, Bill Oye, Randy
Arney, Red Shouse, Barry Johnson, Andy
Lanman, Joe Morales, Scott Stanley,
Mike McAssey, Eric Smith, James
Kleckner, George Rowe, Phillip C.
Wright, Pat Hinzy, Yvette Coney, Larry
Roberts and Jayne Ball.
Tickers sold "very well" for the first
two performances, and are expected to
sell out for Homecoming, Joseph Sain, of
the Theatre Arts Department said.
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See review, page 12
mental
institution
because
of
psychopathic tendencies.
The institution is supervised by Nurse
Ratched, a psychiatric nurse who
dominates and treats her patients like
children.
McMurphy refuses to be treated in this
manner, and soon realizes that Nurse
Ratched is completely destroying the '
patients' confidence in themselves.
McMurphy begins his own form of
treatment, which includes gambling,
basketball games and wild parties.
Such activities infuriate Nurse Ratched
and lead to the play's startling climax.
"One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest" is'
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In review ... by ROb Wall

'Cuckoo' at times hilari,ous, also heartbreaking
\

(Editor's
note:
This
column,
reviewing the play "One Flew Over the
Cuckoo's Nest," has been reprinted
from Monday's edition of the News.)
"One Flew Over the Cuckoo's
Nest," the Theatre Arts Department
homt''':llming play, is a perfect mixture
eli cOllleJy and drama.
l\t times it is hilarious, at other
I ime'; it is hearthreaking, hut at all times
it is fantastic. It is a production that
should not be missed.
I
"One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest"
takes place in a male ward of a mental
institution. Joan Allen plays Nurse
Ratched , a domineering and
emasculating psychiatric nurse who
turns patients into sniveling infants in
order to "cure" them. '
.lames 1'. Kleckner plays Randle 1'.
McMurphy, a former prison inmate who
is switched to the institution because of
p s y c h () pat h i c t en de n-c i e s. \I e
immediately declares himself leader of
the ward and endears himself to the
other patients.
McMurphy sees what Nurse Ratched
has done to the patients' morale and
hegins his own form of treatment.
1I11s treat ment includes ga mh ling,
basket hall games, a revolt staged so that
t he pa t lents ,'a n watch th e World Series
on leil'vislon and a party, complete with
hOU/l' sl'rved In an enema bag and lad ies
or the night.
I
Ihis all Sl'rYl'S to make the patients
feel like human beings again .
Nurse Ratched, however. docs not
want
this to happen. She docs
everything she ..:an to prevent
McMurphy's actions. A fu ll fledged war
breaks out hetween them.
McMurphy vows that he will win,
but he is in battle with a very powerful
enemy.
It is virtually impossible to find

ANTIQUE SHOW
AND
COLLECTIBLES
I

Cross County Mall
Mattoon, Illinois
October 18, 19,20
Friday and :";uturday
9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

fault with this production of "One Flew
Over the Cuckoo's Nest."
The set, designed by Clarence
Blanchette, perfectly captures the drab,
zoo-like feeling of the mental ward.
The lighting and the sound effects
are also very effective.
"One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest"
also contains some of the best acting
ever to take place on an Eastern stage.
Joan Allen and lames P. K)~ckner

are superb as Nurse Ratched and
McMurphy. Saying that they are perfect
could very well be an understatement.
The rest of the cast is also excellent.
Randy Arney gives an exceptionally
good performance as Billy, a stuttering,
se~sitive and suicidal patient. Doug
Lewis is also very good as Chief
Bromden, a giant of a man who has
been belittled by Nurse Ratched.
Andy Lanman, as Martini, whQ

suffers from hallucinatio'ns and Phillip
C. Wright, as Aide Turkle, the night
watchman, provide some of the funniest
moments in the play.
Everyone in the cast, however, must
be congratulated for an excellent
production.
"One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest"
is a truly good play. Director Gerald
Sullivan has done an excellent job
putting it all together. Don't miss it.
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ANOTHER OWENS
SHOW
\

QUALITY DEALERS
WANTED
For Information Call:

BETTY'S
ANTIQUES
Phone Shop
217 -235-1188

OR HOME AFTER
HOURS
217-235-1317

dress or pant suit for this HOMECOMING.
hurry in and let QS help you now.
A Iso see our new selections of nylon and brushed
cotton lingerie.
r
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Remaining f>oard vacancies include
one on
Media
Board
and
twotheonCommunications
the Intercollegiate
Athletic
Board. Wisser said he expects to fill them
by next week.

Yarrow cancels
October concert
Peter Yarrow has cancelled his
appearance at Eastern which was
scheduled for Oct. 17, Brian
Carlson . or the University Board
(UB) announced Wednesday .
Yarrow cancelled his appearance
because his wife is going to have an
operation, Carlson said.
The UB will try to find a
replacement act for Yarrow, who
gained fame as part of the Peter,
Paul and Mary trio, he added.
Yarrow's Band' was going to
perform at 8 p.m . gn Oct. 17 in
McAfee Gymnasium .

A comeur-urama

'euek00'toIauneh Homeeomlng
.
·
.

.

By Debbie Pearson
"One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest"
will kick off Homecoming 1974 Friday
and Saturday at 8 p.m. in the Fine Arts
Theatre.
Adapted from the best-selling Ken
Kesey novel, Eastern's Theatre Arts Dept.
will also present the comedy-drama Oct.
· 18, 19 and 21 at 8 p.m. and Oct. 20 at 2 ,
p.m. . Joseph Sain of theatre arts said
Wednesday .
TiCkets are $2 for adults, $1 for
youths and 75 cents for Eastern students
and can be purchased at the Fine Arts
Ticket Office from 1 to 5 p.m. daily.
Reservations can. be made by phoning
581-3110. _
The main character in the drama is a
charming, devil-may-care con-man named
McMurphy who decides to serve a short
sentence in a mental hospital rather than
finish his term in prison .

SNYDER'S

DONUT SHOP
5:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri.
345~5016

345-6767

THE BAKE SHOP
7 a.m.-12 p.m. 10th & lincoln
We take orders for donut sales & parties

When McMurphy appoints himself
leader of the ward his personality begins
to clash with Nurse Ratched, whom the
other inmates call "Big Nurse."
As soon as he is placed in the hospital
he learns that his stay can be indefinite
and that he has also been placed under
the care of Nurse Ratched.
As leader of the ward he organizes
indoor basketball games, stages a revolt so
all of the patients can watch the World
Series on television and arrangesjor a
midnight party complete with liquor and
women.

His eplsodes eventually infuriate the
efficient nurse, who devises her own
method of punishment.
The cast of 17 men and five women
includes Joan Allen, Randy Arney, Jayne
Ball, Yvette Coney, Debbie Dare, Loran
Easter, Susan Farwell, B. J. Heft and
Patricia Hinzy.
Other cast- members are Barry
Johnson, Jim Kleckner: Andy Lanman,
Doug Lewis, Mike McAssey, Joe Morales,
Pat Richardson, Larry Roberts, George
Rowe, Red Shouse, Eric Smith, Scott
iStanley , Phillip Wright and Bill Oye • •
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Conference at ICuckoo Nest'
Randle P. McMurphy, played by James Kleckner, (front)
announces his plans as leader of a male ward in a mental
institution in "One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest." The play,
put on by Eastern's Theatre Arts Dept., is this year's

Homecoming production. The play will still be presented
Wednesday through Sunday. See review, page four. (News
photo by Mitch Williams)
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Performances at Eastern

'Cuckoo ': It's a Mad, Mad World
By WALTER LAZENBY
It's a mad world, my
masters, as more than one
recent literary work has
proclaimed. That's part of the
message of Ken Kesey's novel
"One Flew over the Cuckoo's
Nest" and of Dale Wasserman's stage adaptation, the
Eastern Theatre Department's homecoQling show.
As one self-conscious speech
suggests, the script resembles
a concoction brewed by Franz
Kafka and Mark Twain.
There is an echo of Kafka in
the haunting struggle between
a strong authority-figure, the
power-crazed head nurse in a
state mental hospital, and a
not-so-crazy
individualistic
newcomer to her ward who
rallies the inmates against her
and on whose side the weight
of sympathy lies.
There is some.. Twain in the
curiously light jests about
these "psycho-ceramics"
(you gussed it-crackpots!)
but especiaily in the cynical
parody of a wedding
ceremony pronounced to give
a virginal character permission to go through his
rite-with
a
initiation
prostitue sneaked into the
ward.
But wherea~ Kafka would
never clearly idenfity the
threat to his heroes, Kesey is
all too simplistically clear.
For him, the evil is concentrated in Nurse Ratched
(try punning and rhyming on

that one) and other castrating
females like her (Billy Bibbit's mother and Chief
Bromden's, who never appear).
Of course she can generally
represent attitudes and institutions in our society which
oppress the individual; and it
may be this possibility 'as welL
as anti-feminist sentiment
which cau,ses audiences to
clap, whistle, and cheer at her

A Revieu,
momentary defeat's. But she is
stil1
the
cardboard
melodramatic villainess.
I suppose that an actress
might try to give her more
humanity by interpreting her
as wel1-intentioned but
misguided, though there is
little warrant in the script for
doiqg so. In Joan Allen's
strong protrayal the villainess
is surely there. She manages
some heavily sardonic implications in Big Nurse's
speech on the necessity of
punishment and a little
hypocrisy in the speech
chiding her adversary for
tampering, god-like, with
other human lives. But some
earlier speeches seem unnecessarily ponderous and
self-aware. It is just possible
that more restraint and

unruffled efficiency might
make the character more
perturbingly sinister.
What of her more complicated worthy opponent,
Randle P. McMurphy, played
by Jim Kleckner? Is he really
insane or only pretending to
be? Is his ~arJy behavior
motivated by the chance to
win a bet, by deep concern for
the men's depressed spirits
and lifelessness, or by simple
misogyny? Why does he
persist in antagonizing Big
Nurse after he finds out that
he has been permanently
committed, whereas many of
his wardmates can be
released when they no longer
need refuge in the hospital?
Kleckner's playing does not
give clear-cut answers, but
neither does the script.
Nevertheless he gives an
assured performance, making
Mac confident and intelligent,
quick to develop strategies.
Hence it is all the more surprising that the hero misses
his chance to escape (but the
. novel lacks the play's contrivance at this point). With
all his cleverness, has he
failed to measure the ·threat
Nurse Ratched poses?
Of the two different
productions of " Cuckoo's
Nest" I have seen this year,
Gerald Sullivan's at Eastern
is distinctly the better. It is
richer in minor characterizations, lighter in its comic
moments, more moving in its
seriousness.

Clarence Blanchette's
austere, solid, prison-like set
contributes immensely to the
creation of an appropriate
depressing atmosphere, and
in the dim-outs it becomes
magnificently eerie, in accord
with Chief Bromeden's expressionistic soliloquies.
These soliloquies still seem
like an awkward adaptor's
device to me, but with the
lighting and sound effects they
work better here. Doug Lewis
handles them successfully.
B.J. Heft cconveys Harding's sophistication so well
that one wonders at Harding's
having been deceived about
the aim of the humiliating
group therapy sessions. Hence
Heft's skill shows up another
weakness in the script.
There is not a single false
note in Randy Arney's (Billy
Bibbit's) final tearful confrontation with Big Nurse.
Yvette Coney creates a
natural vignette of Nurse
Nakamura; Phillip:> Wright
gives a good comic caricature
of Aide Turkle; and there are
yet other performances in
minor roles that might have
come from Stanislavski's
workshop.
Performances will continue
in the Firre Arts Theatre at
Eastern Illinois University at
8 p.m. Oct. 18, 19 and 21, and at
2 p.m. Oct. 20. Tickets are on
sale at the Fine Artlj'box office
for $2 adults, $1 for youths,
and 75 cents for Eastern
students.
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ONE FLEW OVER THE CUCKOO'S NEST-The stage
adaptation of the Ken Kesey novel, "One Flew Over The
Cuckoo's Nest," will be presented at the Fine Arts Theatre
at fastern Illinois University Friday and Saturday at 8
p.m. The play depicts patients' reactions in a mental
hospital to a struggle between a new rebellious patient and

Serving Charleston and the

the domineering head nurse. Other performances are
planned for 8 p.m. Oct. 18, 19 and 21, and 2 p.m. Oct. 20.
Tickets for the play are on sale at the Fine Arts box office
for $2 for adults, $1 for youths, and 75 cents for Eastern
students. (Photo by Larry Smyser)
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'Ull'U-,n lavar 01 Gaugusn-.
,Liza Foley, chief justice, said that
because of the split decision the court
could not take action- against Kerchner.
There is no definite rule or law which
states that the court, in a split decision,
can find in favor of the plaintiff
(Gaugush), she said.
"In all legal systems, to find in favor
of the plaintiff, a majority of the court is
needed," she added.
The Student Supreme Court is
originally composed of seven justices, but
the seventh justice recently resigned.
Rhea Loheide, a supreme court

- - - - - - - - -UUTUTC-

Kerchner
was
charged
with
improperly reimbursing Mark Wisser,
student body president, with $5~.25 for
. f
summer seSSlOn ees.
Bill Gaugush, a grad.uate student from
McHenry, filed the class action suit
September 13, and asked that a
reimbursement of those funds be made
by Kerchner or Wisser.
Three justices voted in favor of
Kerchner because they felt Wisser did
"provide services" during .the summer and
was entitled to the reimbursement.
The dissenting judges stated tha~ Wisser did

--- - -- ,Monday to make a decision.
Gaugush argued that according to
senate by-laws an officer must "provide
servl'ces" to recl'eve reimbursement.

---- --~----- --

Wisser did not "provide services" as
enumerated under the duties of the
president in the COnstitution because he
was not on campus for more than a few
days during the sessiQn, he said.
After the court announced its verdict,
Gaugush said that he had no comments to
make, but said he would not appeal the
decision to President Gilbert Fite.

summer semester as to b,usiness coming
up over the summer.
He added that, although it was
"economically impossible" for him to be
on campus, he consulted with Kerchner
and other officials over the telephone on
several instances.
Wisser had registered for two courses
this summer but was not 'on campus.
Diane Ford, executive vice president,
acted as student body president in
Wisser's a1;lsence.

Dispos-AII workers receive
threats of physical violence
By Barry Smith

.It's Cuckoo
James Kleckner (standing) and Eric Smith (wheelchair) rehearse their roles for
the upcoming production of "One Flew Over The Cuckoo's Nest", The play is
scheduled for Friday and Saturday of this week with additional performances on
Homecoming Weekend. (News photo by Mitch Williams)

Workers for Dispos-All, one of
Charleston's four garbage collection
services, were kept from going to work
Monday morning because of "threats of
physical
violence
and
property
destruction," Mrs. Vernon Glass, wife of
the owner of Dispos-All said.
Vernon Glass was not available for
comment.
Employes of the city's four garbage
collection firms had threatened' to strike
Monday if thei;: demands that Charleston
residents put thier garbage along the
curbs for easier pickup were not met.
Two .of the garbage hauling firms,
Hervey's Sanitary Service and Bert
Morgan Disposal Service, were on the job
as usual while employes of Kleenwell
were out on strike until 2 p.m.,
spokespersons for the three businesses
said Monday.
All four companies, however, said
, they expect to p{ovide full service
Tuesday.
"There were cars in tront of the
drive-way and cars in it, too," Mrs. Glass
said. "We weren't allowed to go to work
as we had wanted to in the first pla·c e."
Charleston police were called by
Dispos-All to' clear the driveway and
subsequently requested that a truck
blocking the drive be removed, a police

spokesman said.
About 30 minutes later police
responded to another call from Dispos-All
that Glass, the owner, was being harassed
at his home. However, when police
arrived, Glass was not a home, a
spokesman sakI.
Carl Ball, who is owner of Kleenwell
services, said his employees were :'not
striking against me. It's more of a protest
against the city ordinances against pu tting
garbage on the curbs".
Ball started his collection route on his
own early Monday morning before being
joined by his employes at 2 p.m. He said
he exptects to be caught up to his
schedule sometime Tuesday.
Maybr Bob Hickman said that despite
any strikes or disturbances the city
council "remains dead set against curb
service. Since they worked this morning
they'll probably be back tomorrow, but
we're set if they aren't," he added.

Warmer Tuesday
Tuesday will be sunny and a
little warmer with highs in the
lower 70's. Tuesday night will be
fair and warmer with lows around
50.

