Author D. M. Coleman Tells Story Behind 'Our Brothers' Production
Note: The following is Mrs. D.
1\1. Coleman's story on how and
why she wrote the play, "Our
Brothers," which is currently be·
ing presented nightly in Lantz
gym.
by D. M. Coleman
By the middle of July, 1858, the
struggle in Illinois between the
H onorable Stephen A. DougLas
and Abraham Lincoln for the seat
in the United States Senate held
by Douglas had begun to attract
national attention. Horace Greeley expressed the hope in his New
York Tribune that "Messers. Lincoln and Douglas will speak together at 15 or 20 of the most
important poi n t s throughout
the State because such a conflict
of principles of the gravest public consequence tends to purify
the political atmosphere and enoble the strife of parties."
When Douglas' managers issued
a program of engagements covering a long list of towns in Illinois,
Lincoln challenged Douglas to
"divide time and address the same
audiences."
The Senator reluctantly agreed
to joint debate at one prominent
point in each Congressional district (except those of Chicago and
Springfield already covered), and
suggested
Freeport,
Ottawa,
Galesburg, Quincy, Alton, Jonesbror, and Charleston, the first debate to take place at Ottawa on
August 21, and the last at Alton
on October 15.
He also suggested that one
man should speak for an hour,
the other reply for an hour
and a half, and the first then
to conclude in half an hour.
Lincoln agreed.
And so it happened that we had
the fourth debate here in Charles-

ton on September 18, 1858.
Sometime in the year 1956, the
editor of the Charleston Daily
News editorialized that Charleston had a most exciting one hundred year anniversary coming up
in 1958-the centennial of the Lincoln-Douglas debate - and suggested that Coles County start
making plans.
With the idea of reprodu<:ing the actual occurrence, I
have written the play "Our
Brothers," which has as its
second act the debate between
Lincoln and Douglas.

FREE THE SLAVES-Nat Brown raises his arms in prayer for the
deliverance of slaves from White forces in a scene from D. M.
Coleman's "Our Brothers." The play centers on the slavery issues
of Abraham Lincoln and Stephen A. Douglas' 1858 debate series
and how a Coles county family is involved.
The cast is made up of students, faculty, and people of the
community. The play will run through Friday in Lantz gym.

The debate at Charleston is considered by historians the least interesting of the series, and I have
made a composite debate of extracts from the seven debates (in
the actual language of the two
men) which develops their views
much more completely than did
our Charleston one.
The debate in the play runs a
total of 40 minutes which is quite
a reduction from the original
three hour discussion:
S. E. Thomas (former Social
Science department head at East·
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