5

Monday, November 22. 1982

The Dally £astern News

Theater departme"t's 'arcial play termed 'excellent'
Review:

Eastern's theater department has
done an excellent job in the production
of "The Doctor in Spite of Himself"
Jerry Moore
by Moliere. The play, adapted and
directed by E.G. Gabbard, played for
two nights last weekend and will return to live music performed by junior
for three shows Dec. 3,4 and S.
Debra Paravonian on recorder. The
The opening of the comic farce was cast members' opening songs explained
done in an interesting manner. The their parts in the farce.
stage was filled with show wagons as
Gabbard's production of the 1666
the troop of players entered down the play followed the original very closely
aisle and jumped on stage in bright- - with good results-the audience seemcolored costumes. Within minutes, the ed to enjoy the slapstick and verbal
stage was set and the cast began to sing . barbs in the very physical and verbal .

play with mechanical action of the 17th
century.
The play begins with woodcutter
Sgnarelle, the main character played by
senior Elwyn E. Webb, quarreling with
his wife, Martine (senior Lynn Desiree
Lupo).
Following the quarrel, Sgnarelle
leaves to work in the woods and drink,
while his wife plots her revenge. Coincidentally, a pair of servants of a
wealthy man named Geronte (junior
Karl B. Daniel) happen to wander by
looking for a doctor to cure Geronte's
daughter, Lucinde (junior Nancy
Slusser), who has been struck with an
illness that makes her unable to speak.
Martine tells the two that Sgnarelle is
the doctor that they seek and tells them
of the great cures he has performed.
The servants leave to find the physician but are warned that-lle is eccentric
and must be beaten before he will admit that he is a doctor.
The two find the "doctor" in a

drunken state and proceed to beat him
until he agrees that he is a doctor. He
then leaves with them to see Lucinde.
At the house of Geronte, the doctor
becomes more interested in the
physical .condition of the chesty wet
nurse Jaqueline (senior Anne Ley
Schluter) than that of his patient.
Divulging the rest of this delightful
play would spoil it for other theatergoers, but the ending is as witty as the
beginning.
Webb, in the part of Sgnarelle, was
superb in his portrayal of the bearded,
puggy, funny man with rosy cheeks.
His execution of lines was excellent.
One must see the play to appreciate
the sight gags, verbal wit and welltimed movement of the cast in all the
actions of this comedy.
The whole cast is to be commended
for a wonderful show. This reviewer
believes that if Moliere were alive to see
it, he would be greatly amused.

