Little Theatre

Season 'Satisfying'

By Jane Krows
For the Herald and Review
Sullivan

“It has been a very satisfying
season artistically and attend.
ance-wise,” despite three major
disappointments.

That was Producer Guy S. Lit-
tle Jr.’s assessment of the 11th
season at the Little Theatre in
Sullivan, which closed Sunday.

The disappointments, he said,
were the play “Voice of the
Turtle,” which he called “a
complete disaster,” the poor at-
tendance at “Odd Couple” and
the weak acting of Gardner Mc-
Kay in “Funny Girl.”

The most successful produc-
tions, Little said, were the mus-
icals “Show Boat,” “On a Clear
Day You Can See Forever” and
“Funny Girl,” all of which play-
ed to near-capacity audiences
during two-week runs.

“Funny Girl,” which featur-
ed the producer’s wife, Jerili,
probably was more of a financial
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tickets sales were on an indi-
vidual basis. There were many
benefit parties at the other two
musicals, he noted.

Also successful were ‘“South
Pacific” and “Sweet Charity,”
which, according to Little, “did
not have a good advance sale.
But once the reviews were read
and the word got around, the
ticket sale was great.”
Attendance Average Higher

Over-all, despite a shorter
season (20 weeks) than in 1966,
the average attendance was
higher.

Little said 68,000 persons at-
tended 163 performances, in-
cluding eight by the Children’s
Theatre.

Last season’s 22 - week
schedule attracted 72,000 persons
to 185 performances, he said. So
the 1967 season averaged about
21 more persons a performan-
ce.

Two of the most rewarding
productions, in the producer’s

success than the other two pro-
dpctions, Little said, because,

viewpoint, were “Show Boat,”
an old standard, and the drama,

~ |of Mercedes McCambridge, and
| have it well received.
«“So often a televison person-
~|ality or soap opera star is the
|big drawing card.”
| Little said “Voice of the Tur-
Itle,”” which starred actress Ter-
Woolf?”? |ry Moore, was not only a fi-
e d \Inancial and artistic disaster but
I went to tremendous  €Xd,]so an embarrassment to him.
pense to bring top stars and| He explained that show was
voices for ‘Show Boat,’ ” Littlelselected and = the stars signed
said. “I was still afraid it mightijate in the season after other
not draw. It was a great sur=tentative plans did not mater-
prise that it packed the theater|ialize.
for two weeks.” It originally was planned to
Concerning “Virginia Woolf,”|have Dennis Weaver star in a
Little said he was pleasantly production during the time
surprised by favorable reviews “Voice of the Turtle”
and good attendance. “It wasjran, Little explained. But Wea-
gratifying to do an adult dramajver was unable to appear.

Moore’s agent if she would be
available to do “Born Yester-
day.” After a long wait, he was
notified that she would do
“Voice of the Turtle” if she
could bring her own leading
man, Little said.

When the play opened with
Gordon McLendon playing op-
posite Terry Moore, it was ap-
parent the wealthy business-
man was unable to carry the
part, Little said. After two
nights, McLendon withdrew
from the cast and was replaced
by a resident actor.

Little called “Odd Couple,”
which starred television actor
Alan Young, “one of the best
shows we have ever produced,”
but said it didn’t do well at the
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stand this,” he said.

The producer said although
Gardner McKay was a drawing
card because of his looks, his
undisciplined performing made
it difficult for the rest of the
cast.

“Every season gets more dif-
ficult,” Little said. “I cannot re-
lax on past laurels. I have high
aims for the Little Theatre and
want every production to be
the best that the physical limi-
tations of the theater will allow.

%You know, being in a rural
area the potential attendance is|
not great. In a city where a
million people live in a 15-t0-20-
mile radius, there are many to
draw from. Here, in a 100-mile
radius there are not that many

with an actress of the §tature Little said he then asked Miss

box office. “I could not undetj-_

prospective customers.”



