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INTRODU CT ION
This paper is an attempt to study and understand
Monticello in terms of both its geography and h3;story. '
'

Having moved to Monticello a short time ago, I was
interested in the way the town was laid out, with its
streets running in a northeast-southwest direction instead
of north and south as is true in most central Illinois
towns.
Why was the street p�ttern different?

Would Monticello

continue to grow, and what would be its size?

These ques-

tions prompted the stuqy which follows.
Both.historical and geographical methods have been
used in preparing this paper.

·

Major use has been made of

personal interviews, reference books, newspapers, maps,
and the use of plat books in the recorder's office in the
courthouse.

SITE
The climate

01·

Monticello is typical of that prevailing

in the Mississippi valley region.

It is characterized by a

wide range in temperature between the extremes of winter
°
(22. 5° ) and summer (72 ); and by an abundant, well-distri
buted rainfall.

The average rainfall is 35.26 inches, taken

for a twenty-six year period.

An

average monthly rainfall

of more than three inches during the growing season would
indicate that Piatt County soils receive enough water to
maintain a proper moisture supply for growing crops.

The

rainfall in Piatt County is sufficiently well distributed
so that seldom is there a severe drought.

Occasionally

twenty to thirty days pass without much rain; crop yields
are reduced and meadows and pastures are short, 'but the sub
'
soil rarely becomes so dry that plant roots cartnot procure
moisture.
The average length of the growing season is 174 days
which is ample time to mature all crops connnon to the
region.

Occasional early frosts result in soft corn when

the preceding spring has been very wet and backward.

Winter

wheat is sometimes injured by sleet and ice, particularly
on the flat land.

In the first fifty years of settlement

of Monticello, the time was not known when there was an
absolute failure of the corn crop. 1
Piatt County contains land, which is nearly level.
The northeast corner is gently rolling where the Blue Ridge
Moraine, a part of the Champaign moraine systems,,cuts
across the northeast of the county.

The Sangamon River,

which is 250 miles long and which drains approximately
5,488 square miles in its entirety, travels the central
part of the county in a northeast-southwest direction and
is bordered on either side by a narrow belt of gently rolling land.

The river basin in the county contains 277 square

miles or 61. 4% of Piatt•s 451 square miles. 2

The Cerro

Gordo Moraine crosses the county parallel to, and on the
south side of the Sangamon River.

No soil is known to

occur which will not under drain satisfactorily.

Monticello

is located on the south side of the Sangamon River and its
drainage goes into the Sangamon.

(Map 1)

The soils of Monticello are well adapted to the
grasses, and there is often good grazing for nearly nine
months of the year.

In 01•der to more fully portray the

1. R. s. Smith and others, Piatt County So:l:-ls (Urbana:
Agricultural Experimental Station, 1930) Soil Report No. 47,
PP• 8-9 ·
2. Illinois State Planning Commission, Report on the
Sangamon River Basin in Illinois (Chicago: State Planning
Commission, 1938) p. l

2a

Drainage map of Piatt County
showing stream courses, bottom
lands and morainal and inter
morainal areas.
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1

adaptability of the soil for agricultural p roducts, I
quote from the assessor's report of 1879 the following
crops in acres::

"Monticello, wheat -497; corn -8,994;

oats -1,429; meadow -1,176; other products -631. 11·

Accord

ing to the same report of 1879, there were 44,153 acres of
enclosed pastures; 2,274 acres in orchard; and 49,463 acres
3
of woodland in the county.
The soils of' Illinois are divided into nine general
groups based on color of the surface, texture, permeability of the subsoil, and the productivity of predominant
soils.

Monticello falls into the classes two and three.

The number two class is grassland soil, dark colored with
medium texture, moderately permeable subsoils, with productivlty very high.

Number three class, which is bottom

land, is the light colored soil with a medium texture,
moderately permeable subsoils with productivity medium.

4

(Map 2)
The elevation of Piatt County ranges: between 668 and
793 feet.

The highest point ls in the northeast corner

of the county, and the lowest in the southeast, putting

3. Emma c. Piatt, History of Piatt County (Chicago:
Shepard and J"ohnston), _!3;34i.ipp.
4. R. C. Ross, Types of Farming in Illinois (Urbana:
Agricultural Experimental Station, :t956), 88 pp.

SOIL ASSOCIATIO!i HAP
3a

D

No. 2 Soil - Dark colored "it!1 medium texture, productivity
medium to hi�h.

D

No. 3 Soil - Li"ht colored "I ith medium texture, productivity
medium.
Monticello

Mi\P
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4
Monticello in the middl.e with an elevation of about 680
feet. 5
The preglacial Mahomet ( Teays) underground river is
gaining increasing notice from scientific prospectors in
a new gold rush--the search for precious water for homes,
agriculture and industry.
vailed for many years.

The old Mahomet apparently pre

The only stretches where modern

rivers follow the old channel is between Mahomet and Monticello where, for a short time, the Sangamon parallels
the ancient course.

People in early Monticello were

dependent upon wells for water; and an abundant supply of
excellent drinking water could be had at a moderate depth
of digging.

In some cases, upon boring for.water, a

seemingly inexhaustible supply was obtained.

(Map 3)

According to the state geological survey, on the
prairie near and in Monticello, water is reached at a
depth of from twenty to thirty feet.

For surface water,

wells in the timber are dug deeper than in the prairie.
Pieces of wood have been found in various wells in the
6
county.

5. Schwalb, Howard R. , Areal Geology of Part of
Central Eastern Illinois. (Springfield: Illinois State
Academy, 1953) Vol. 46, p. 143
6. Piatt, Emma c., History of Piatt County ( Chicago:
Shepard and Johnston), p. 100

5
First mention of plans to improve the water supply is
an item from the Monticello Bulletin, April 8, 1878, when
Editor Funk connnented, "'A large force pump was yesterday
put into the public well on the northeast corner of the
square.

It is a much needed improvement and will be appre
7
ciated by the public. 11•
Previously, the only mention of water and wells came
when entire families and entire neighborhoods were stricken
with typhoid fever with surface wells being suspected of
spreading the disease.
Following 1878, occasional need was mentioned for
better water supply.

In 1885 a new wooden pump was placed

.

in the public square on the northeast corner.

The well

was 57 feet deep, but the pump brought the water with
excellent force.

A short time later in 1887, the first

private water works system was tnstalled by B. L. Huffman,
confectioner and baker, and his brother.

They sank a deep

well and erected a large tank from which they laid a line
of pipes to the downtown district.

This was hailed as

real progress and was suggested that the pipes should be
extended to the residential district.

7. Piatt, Emma c., History of Piatt County ( Chicago:
Shepard and Johnston), p. 95.

6
In 1892 the first ci ty-ovmed water works were oompleted; the supply coming from a six-inch well 311 feet
Later, an o ther well, 250 feet deep, was sunk.

deep.

In 1915 steps were taken to further improve the system
when. three wells were sunk.

They included a 12-inch well,

208 feet deep; an•1. 8-inch well, 206 feet deep; and a 10-inch
well, 212 feet in depth.

at

In 1935 an electrified water works was voted in, and
the same time a water softener was added. 8
The Sangamon was of more importance to the early

settlers for its drainage purposes rather than its navigation, although it was navigable by small craft.
The first roads of the county followed the traces of
the buffalo and Indian trails.

The first man made road

known in the county was one from Sadorus Grove to the cabin
of James Piatt and thence to the trading house at Friends
Creek.

In order to establish a road, a furrow was usually

plowed along it.

The streams were forded except at high

water when ferries were used, such as the one crossing the
Sangamon at Monticello in the 1850 1 s.
The first local road constructed ran from Monticello
to the head of

Lake

Fork, and along the east side of the

stream.

B. Bumstead and Tippett, Centennial History of a
Grand Old Town (Monticello, Republican Printing Office,
July 4, 1937 ) , 63 PP•

TOPOORAPHY

4a

·:['
tA

Bedrock valleys which coincide,
in general, with present valleys and lowlands.
Buried bedrock valleys

7

The center of Piatt County lies within Monticello
Township, which may be j ustly called the principal township
of the county, since it contains the county seat and has
more inhabitants than any other in the county.

In size it

is one of the four smallest townships in the county.

Mon

ticello lies in one of the richest agricultural districts
in the world situated near the middle of the great state
of Illinois.

It is part of the Mississippi Valley, which

is noted the world over for its wonderful fertility.
The distance across the township from west to east
is eight miles, while the northern .boundary to the southern
boundary is six miles.

The entire township thus contains

48 square miles or 30, 720 acres of land.

On the north,

the township is bounded by Goose Creek and Sangamon townships; a portion of Champaign County forms the eastern
boundary; while Bement Township bounds it on the south and
9
Willow Branch Township on the west.

9. Piatt, Emma C. , History of Piatt County ( Chicago:
Shepard and Johnston ) , p. 237

DEVELOPMENT
. ft their
In the spring of 1822 a band of Q.uakers le
adopted home in Tennessee in covered wagons to settle in
the new state of Illinois.

They seemed bolder than-earlier

settlers because they did not s·top in the southern part,
but rather came on north settling within what is now Mon
ticello city limits.

Because of the fear of Indians, some

went north toward the Illinois River near Pekin, while
others were searching for the territory where the Vermilion
flows.

George Hayworth, with his wife and four children

remained at the present site of Monticello.

The original

site of the Hayworth cabin was just-north of the Illinois
Central Railroad, where it runs under the Wabash tracks,
and the north side of Lizard Run.

It is said that Hayworth

was sent to this territory as a government agent to make
treaties with the Indians.

It was also said that the Indians

came annually to drink the water of a spring, which they
thought had medicinal value and which was located where
Hayworth1s cabin was built.

'l\vo years after George Hay

worth1s arrival, there came to the region Abraham Haneline
and his sons, and this family located in the timber on the
Sangamon River.

The Hanelines were followed soon after

wards by James and John- Martin.

9

111It was on April 7, 1829 that James A. Piatt, af'ter
whom Piatt County is named, settled in the area that now
bears his name.

Previous to coming west, he had taught

school, been a merchant, inn keeper, miller, shipper of
hogs to Cuba, and finally learned the tinner's trade.
Upon arrival, he.purchased George Hayworth's cabin for
10
$150; $ 1 32 in tinware and $18 in cash. 11

Following James A. Piatt, we find many settlers coming into this county; among them men who were to play important parts in furthering the progress of the town and
county.

The necessity of a town or trading center became

acute, for going to Decatur for all business transactions
had its drawbacks; particularly in the winter when much of
the time the roads were impassable.

Some of these early

settlers were Addison J. Wiley, Richard Hubbart, Samuel
Suver, Joseph Kee, Major McReynolds, William Barnes, Abraham Marquiss; the last three names playing important roles
in the founding of Monticello.
James A. Piatt, with these three men, looked over the
I

land on both sides of the Sangamon and chose the site which
is now present Monticello.

A

stock company was f>ormed, and

the land owned by Piatt was sold to the company.

The stock

10. Bumstead and Tippett, Centennial History of a
Grand Old Town, Monticello, Republican Prin ting Of fice,
July 4, 1937, p. 2.

10

company decided upon the town; hence, it was necessary to
employ a surveyor, who erroneously laid out the town due
to a compass variation of 7° 15 minutes; thus the streets
were, and still are, in a northeast-southwest direction.
On July l, 1':137 James Piatt had the plat recorded in the
old court house in Decatur.
In 1840, Monticello was still a part of Macon County,
and the civic leaders felt the urge to try to organize a
county of their own.

Late that year a meeting was held at

the Marquiss cabin where plans were worked out.

Isaac

Demarest agreed to circulate petitions in the west part
of Champaign County, while William Barnes, Abraham and
Ezra Marquiss worked in DeWitt, James A. Piatt, Jr. , and
John Piatt circulated petitions in Macon County.

Champaign

refused to give their aid, but the other counties were most
agreeable and signed the petitions.

Mr. Patterson was

chosen to lobby in the legislature, and in January, 1841,
reported that he was making progress and being well received.
One man, however, wanted to call the new county Brundy; but
this failed as it had been agreed to name it for the late
James

A.

Piatt, Sr.

At a meeting to settle the question,

William Barnes made a speech favoring Piatt, while Demarest
suggested Webster.

Piatt won by one vote.

The legislature passed the bill in January, 1841, and
in April of the same year, the first county election was
held.

11
In April, 1872 the president and trustees of Mon
ticello met for the purpose of changing the village govern
ment to that of a city.

The population of the town in 1872

was 1060, and by a vote of 166 to 38, the people decided
to incorporate as a city.
A

stage route was established through Piatt County

in 1839, running from Urbana to Decatur.

After the coming

of the railroad through Bement in 1856, a stagecoach pro
vided passenger and freight service between Bement and
Monticello.

With the coming of the railroad to Monticello

in 1871, this service was soon dis·continued.
Roads of the county were improved each year and with
the coming of the automobile in the early·part of the 20th
century, the talk turned to hard roads.

At first this was

thought to be silly; however, farmers began to see the ad
vantages of farm to market roads, and pavements began to
appear in the county connecting towns and various far
areas with towns.
No farm in the county is over seven miles from a
shipping point.
county well.

State concrete highways traverse the

The dirt roads are in general well kept;

many of them are oiled.
The coming of the railroad to Piatt County was per
haps the most important factor in promoting its economic
and social growth.

12:
Plans for e. re.ilroe.d through Monticello connecting it
with Champaign e.nd Dece.tur were well under way when the
Civil War occurred.

The construction was delayed until

after the conflict.

Construction of the line began in 1867

but it did not get in operation until 1870.

First pass·enger

service between Champaign e.nd Monticello began in January,
1871.
Meanwhile, the people of Monticello had become inter
ested in another railroad line to be built through Piatt
County, running from north to south and splitting the county
about midway its entire length.
in the .township.

A

railroad tax was voted

The amount was $150,000 to be paid in

bonds due ten years from date.

The conditions were that

no bonds would be issued until the cars were running on the

·

road from the line of the Danville, Urbe.na, Bloomington, and
Pekin road to the south .line of the county; and also that
the road should cross or intersect the line of the Danville,
Urbana, Bloomington, and Pekin road within a half mile of
the east line of Range 5.

This would provide about 30 miles

of railroad in Piatt County.

This railroad, known as the

Chicago e.nd Paducah, came through Monticello in 1873.

In

1880 it became a part of the Wabash Railroad System.
The McKinley Traction System we.s completed through
Monticello in 1906.

This road passes through Champaign,

13
White Heath, Monticello, Bement, Milmine, Cerro Gordo,
and Decatur.

( Map 4)

Additions have been made to the city from time to
time.

The following is a list of approximate locations.

Between the time of the original survey of 1837 and 1872,
the following additions were added; Piatt 1s east addition
1856, no boundaries, east side of original town of Monti
cello, 1329 1 x 690 1 ; the school addition 1857, township 18,
north range 6 east, southeast t of southwest i of section
7; Piatt 1 s south addition, southi of the northwest fractional i- of section 18, township 18, north range east;
Rawlin 1 s addition 1858, north side of said town of Monticello and upon part of the north i of the south t of the
southwest i or section 7, township 18, north range 6 east;
Keenan 1 s addition, beginning on west on north boundary

01·

High Street from its east corner of Isaac B. Rawlin 1s
addition to Monticello on � section line running north
and south in section 7, in townsh ip 18, north range 6,
east of the 3rd Principal Meridian, Keenan's east addition
1871, subdivision of the west of the southeast � of section
7, township 18, northwest 6, east of 3rd Principal Meridian;
Eodge1s addition 1872, commencing at a point where the
sou th line of Keenan's addition to Monticello intersects
the center of Charter Street produced thence west varies

TRANSPORTATIO:� ROTJT�S
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14
521 west along the north side of High Street 3. 48-fa, chains
to the center of Charter Street; then, south varies 30'
west along the center of Charter Street 11. 28 chains to
the place of beginning; Bryden 1s addition 1867, east half
of l.ots one and two in northwest f of section 18, townsh ip
18 at north range 6 east.

This made a total of seven addi

tions in the first thirty-five years.

( Map 6 )

The second thirty-five years saw 10 more additions
to t he city.

They were:

1873, out lot 6 on southeast

corner northeast �' section 13, township 18, north range
5 east of 3rd Principal Meridian; 1873, out lot 7, south
°
88-3/4, west varies 6 301, distance 135-5/12, from south
west corner to southeast corner of the northeast t, north
east f, section 13, township 18, north range 5, east of 3rd
Principal Meridian; out lot 9, 1874 lies on the boundaries
between State Street to the west and Independence to the
east.

On the north it is bordered by Marion Street and to

the south by Bond Street; Huston addition 1876, northeast �'
section 13, township 18, north range 5, east of 3rd Princi
pal Meridian; Noecker 1 s addition of out lot, 1881, northeast

t of section 13, township 18, north range 5, east of 3rd
Principal Meridian; Noecker's 2nd addition 1890, southeast �
of the northeast f, section 13, township 18, north range 5,
east of 3rd Principal Meridian; Hart's subdivision 1891,

1
r

ONTIC [LlO,
1837- 1812..

ILL.

15
north ! of blocks 2 of the Huston addition to Monticello,
township . 18, range 5 east of 3rd Principal Meridian; Lodge's
2nd addition 1892, commencing at a point of the southwest
corner of Lodge's 1st addition running west 2221, thence
1 ', thence
north 5601, thence west 60 1 , thence north 184' 8 1
east 2801, thence south along the west side of the Lodge's
1st addition 7441 8 11' to the beginning; Hart's first addi
tion 1893, commencing at a point 1831 9"' north 7° 151 east
and 31 2 11 south, 82

0

451 east along the north line of Main
Street, 3401, thence south 7 ° 15 1 west, 1701 to beginning;

Hart's 2nd addition 1893, southwest corner of southeast !
of the southeast i of section 12, township 18, north range
.
. of 3rd Principal Meridian; Noecker's 3rd addition
5, east
1894, southeast � of the northeast !, section 13, township
18, north range 5, east
1 of the 3rd Principal Meridian;
Lodge's subdivision 1897, bounded on the north by the
right-away of the Wabash Railroad, on the south by the
north line of Bridge Street, and Livingston, and on the
east by the west line of Market Street; out lot 10, 1902,
bounded by Independence on the west and Hamilton on the
east, to the north by Merion Street, and to the s outh by
Bond; Plunk 1 s first addition 1906, north� of northwest i
of the northeast t of section 18, township 18, range 6.
(Map 7)

16
In the years from 1908 to 1943, nine more additions
were added to Monticello:
sub of lot

A,

w.

F.

Lodge addition; Moore's

1915, containing in all 7-38/100 acres; 6.13

acres in south � of northwest t of section 7, township 18,
range 6 east of the 3rd Principal Meridian, and 1. 25 acres
in southeast i of northeast t of section 12, township 18,
north range 5, east of 3rd Principal Meridian; Plunk's 2nd
addition, 1916, sub-division of lot 2 of lot 4 of north !,
northwest t of northeast t of northeast t of section 18,
tovmship 18, range 6, east of 3rd Principal Meridian;
Syrup Pepsin, 1919; Clark's sub lot

�,

1920; High School,

1921; Moore 1 s Circle, 1928; Tylac Company, 1939; Block 22. (Map 8)
The additions from 1943 to 1956 are W. D. Burgess
addition, 1946, section 18, township 18, north range 6,
east of 3rd Principal Meridian, W. D. Burgess 2nd addition,
1947, northwest t of section 18, township 18, range 6, east
of 3rd Principal Meridian; Monticello Grain Company, 1949,
of part of lot

1

of subdivision of block 26 in east i of

southeast -i-_ of section 12, township 18, north range 5, east
of 3rd Principal Meridian; Mccann addition, 1950, lot B,
south 247' 711· of the west 3831 of a part of the southeast t
of the northwest t and a part of the northeast t of the
southwest t; of section 7, township 18, north range 6, east
of 3rd Principal Meridian; Mccann 2nd addition, lot A, 1950,

ONT/CELLO, :rLL.
1tos - ,,., 1

l,7
southeast t of the northwest � and a part of northeast t
of southwest t of section 7, township 18, north range 6,
east of the 3rd Principal Meridian; J. Bell 1st addition,
1955;
1956.

w.

11

D. Burgess, 1956, block 6; Lone Beach addition,
( Map 9)

11. Piatt County Plat Book, 1910
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CHANGING FUNCTIONS
The Piatt County Journal is the oldest paper in the
county.

The paper's first name was the Monticello Times,

but through the years, it has had such names as:

Sucker.

State, Conservative, Piatt County Union, Piatt County
Independent, Piatt Republican, Monticello Bulletin, and
Piatt County Journal.

There have been about thirty dif

ferent owners; the first one being James D. Moody, who
started publishing the paper in November, 1856.

In 1864,

when the paper was sold, it was edited under the auspices
of the Union League.

It was in the political campaign

of this year that the paper received the names, Piatt
County Union.
In the year, 1885, C. W. Walls purchased the paper,
which was at this time known as the Monticello Bulletin,
It was "dedicated to the cause of Democracy, and the local
interests of the people of' Piatt County"' but the editor 1 s
interpretation of the "'cause of Democr acy11· seemed to be
the "cause of the Democrat Party. m

At this time it was
12
"·the only steam operated print shop in the county. 11

12. Piatt County Journal, May 17, 1956

19
The paper continued to change hands until in 1936
George H. Chitwood of Auburn bought the paper and changed
the name to the Piatt County Journal, which is its present
name.

Mr.

Chitwood is still the owner and publisher.

In 1874, Mr. N. E. Rhoades attempted to start a new
paper; however, he was unsuccessful in this venture and
received sarcastic comment from the opposition.

The man

who had been editor of this paper started, in the same
year, the Piatt County Herald, a Republican paper, under
the management of Scruggs and Peters, the latter becoming
sole owner.

He published the paper for eighteen years

and finally sold out in 1892, at which time the name was
changed to the Piatt County Republican, which is its present
nru:iJ.e

•

It was in this year, 1892, that the two papers of
Monticello were consolidated, and remained as such until
'

in 1914 when J.

c.

Tippett bought an interest, and there

were again two newspapers.

Mr. Tippett1s sons published

the paper from 1928 to 1948, at which time Darrell Tippett
purchased the controlling stock from his brothers and is
now the so le owner and editor of the paper.
After Monticello was officially designated seat of
the new county of Piatt, a temporary courthouse was set
up.

It_is belieyed to have been a log hotel, called the
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Devore House, wh ich also was referred to as "Old Fort".
It was in this building that the first term of the circuit
court in Piatt County was held in 1841.

By 1843 the county

had completed its first permanent courthouse, which was a
one story building of frame construction.
Piatt County had outgrown the small, one story court
house by 1856, and a larger one was voted for by the county
commissioners.
$12,000.

It was completed in 1857, and the cost was

This second courthouse was a brick building and

was originally surmounted by a cupola, but this was des
troyed by a storm in 1871 and was never replaced.

The

county transacted business here until 1904 when a third
building was erected.

The three story structure, which

was brick with stone trim, was built at a cost of $80, 000,
and is the present coui•thouse

• .

Daniel Stickel opened the first general store in 1841.
Mr.

Stickel was backed by Decatur businessmen·in this new

store, but he soon became sole · owner.

He changed locations

several times and finally sold out in 1854.

After selling

his business, he moved to a farm of 830 acres where he
remained until 1865, when he was elected first mayor of
Monticello in 1872.
In 1841

Dr.

Peter Hull and family moved to Monticello

and became the town's first doctor.

After his wife died,
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he moved ,back to Ohio but returned in 1855 bringing
William Noecker, wbo started a practice here.

Dr.

Dr. Hull

was elected the seventh sheriff of Piatt County and held
that position when he died in 1859.
In 1839 a meeting was called for the purpose of dis
cussing a grist mill, since getting meal was a problem that
had to be considered at this time.

A

company was formed

and was known as the James McReynolds and Company; this
man being one of the original stockholders.
The first mill was built north and west of Monticello,
a little below where Goose Creek flows into the Sangamon.
For years it was known as Collins Mill.

It was a great

event in the lives of the children of' that day to go to the
mill.
The last mill owner was Martin Mcintosh, who did a big
business until 1888, when steam replaced water power, and
the mill gradually failed.

The Mcintosh house is still

standing and the mill stone visi ble, .but that is all that
is left of the old grist mill.
After tJ::ie settling of' Monticello, the starting of a
grist mill and a general store, a need arose for other
businesses as this was rapidly becoming a center for farmer
trade.
In the year, 1856, some of the businesses started
were:

saddle and harness store, clothing store, hardware
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store, grocery store, and butcher shop.

In this same year

men were also earning their livelihood as bricklayers.
The next fifteen year-s brought about other new build
ings and businesses:

telephone building, hotel, brick

kiln, watch and clock repair shop, millinery shop, res
taurant, drug store, bakery, additional grocery stores and
hardwares.
In the period from 1892 to 1907 a grain elevator was
erected, an opera house was built, photography shop was
opened, a bank was started in a grocery store, a real
estate, loan, and abstract business was begun, a cigar
factory opened, and.a notion store star.tad.

Besides the

above mentioned there were again new grocery stores, hard
ware stores and tailor shops.
The years from 1907 to 1942 entirely new businesses
were formed:

Montiq_ello Lumber, theatre, ice plant, .sales

room for cars, milk business, building for Syrup Pepsin
Company, meat market, Illinois Power. and Light Company,
which moved its main office here; blacksmith shop, service
stations, optometry of'fice, hatchery, Tylac Company, Illi
nois Conunercial Telephone Company, which moved its district
office to Monticello.
From 1942 to the p resent time the First State Bank has
been started, in addi ti.on to the many new car sales estab
lishments and real estate offices.

The latest business
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in Monticello, which was opened in 1955, is the General
Cable Corporation.
The first school in Monticello Township was taught in
a log house, which stood near the Sangamon River.

James

Outen and George Patterson were the first teachers.

The

first school in Monticello was taught by George Patterson
in the first courthouse in 1843.
number of pupils at this time.

There is no record of the
Esquire Adison J. Wiley

donated the grounds and helped to build the first school
house on

g

lot innnedia•tely back of the present Presbyterian

Church.
The first brick schoolhouse was built in 1857 and con
sisted of two rooms below and one above.

Isaiah Stickel

was the first to teach in the new school.

About 1869 the

upper room was 'divided, giving four rooms.
A

two story frame building was erected west of the

p resent Lincoln School in 1877 and had only four rooms.
The cost of the building was $3,875.
A new high school was buil t in 1894 and consisted of
'
ten rooms. An addition to the building was made in 1917
and was used f or high school classes until the present high
school building was completed in 1921.

The old high school

building is the present Washington Grade School.
Contracts were awarded for a new school building in
the north part of town in 1911.

In 1935 a gymnasium,
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kitchen, office, and one classroom was added and are s till
a part of the school known as the Lincoln Grade School.
In March, 1956 ground was broken for a $990, OOO
structure, which will be situated in the south part of town
near the present high school a nd which will replace the
present Washington Grade School.
Dr.

( Map 5)

Caldwell is responsible for making Monticello

one of the best known cities of its size in the United
States.

The w orld knows

Dr.

Caldwell best for the pre

scription he gave to his patients, which was the medicine
knovm as

Dr.

Caldwell s Syrup Pepsin.
1

To take care of increasing demands, it was necessary
for

Dr.

Caldwell to manufacture his medicine in a small

laboratory on the northwest corner of the square in Monti
cello.

In the year 1892, two druggist fri ends, Bell and
.
Ridgley, assisted Dr. Caldwell in formulating his medicine.
This was the beginning of the present company which now
bears his name,
tories,

Dr.

Dr.

W. B. Caldwell, Inc.

From thes
. e labora

Caldwell's Syrup Pepsin, Manufactured from the

original formula, is shipped to every state in the union
and many foreign countries.

Dr.

Caldwell's formula is

one of today•.s largest selling liquid laxatives in the
world.
The demand for the medicine grew from its beginning
in 1892 so much that it was necessary to seek larger

I I

I

I

I

I

1 1 1 1 1 , 1 1

I

I

l

I

I

I

I
I

I

I

I

I

II

II

i

1 1

I

I

I

I

I

I

.

I

.

!I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

11' 1 1

__

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I
I

I I
I

I

I
I

I
I

I

I

I

II
I
I

I

!

I
'

I

I I

i

I

I

I

l
I

I

II

I

I

I

I

I

I

I
I

I

I

I

i

I

I

I

II

I
I
I

I

I
I

'

-

'

'

·

I

I

.

-

I

I

I
I:

1

I

·__

I

•

I I

I I
I I

I

I

I

I
I
I III IIIIIII

f t

I

I

I

I
I

l\"I

I

I
I
I
I

I

I
I
I

I

I

I

I

I

I

�
ID

I

•

J : I

'%tJ

'

I

I ] ' I I!.!I I

II · I' II
I
I I I
1�56
I

14.M''5

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

i

I
I

I

.

I

I
I

i

I

'

1 r 1 1 1 1 1 1 ; 1 , . .� 1 1

'

I

I
I

I

I

I '

I

.

I

I

I
I

I
I I I
l I I
I I I �94f-lI I l I
.
I I
I I I .1 ?.1 f; I11=1t.11nAnt.�
I .9?.n �t.unArlt.�
r�
�§
��
l
�each�raj
:
erc�e
t
I "P women
I I
wo�er
I 1Pi manl I I I I P.1 ·lmAn
I
I
I
I II I I I I I I I I
I I I I I I I I I
I
I I I I I
I
e
t
l
I
I I I 1= ' ._j_ 5 � u dts:
I I
I
I
I
J.
I I I I I
I
I
I
I
I
I I I I . I I I I I I I I .I
I I
l TiyEI!LO' SOHOVL� -1 �b �Ali P�RilOD::> I
.tHqW'l'.ip. .DN MOi
I

�

-,

I

I

1 1111 1I 111 111·
1
I I

-

.

mAn

I

I

I I I I I I I
I
I
I I I
1
1 1 ! 1 1 1 1 r- -, -1 1 1
1 1
1
I
I I I' I I I l · _J
I
·
I
I I I
I II I I I I
I
I
I I I 11919
18I.941
1879
I I
I
I
I
I
I
I Fi?.?. t:i.in Ant. I l?oPi �t.11HArlt�I I
�R?;1 �+.11n1=rnt.� I
I I
33 teabhdrsJ I
10 teachers
teachers
II 1 t:::!'.:>
6o· wome�
1·r?. )Yomenl
I ! I !7 womrn
I
tnAn
mAn
I I
1 1
I
-- I
I
I I ; I ! '· I I
I
I
I
I I
I
1 i I I ! I I
I
II
1 . 1 1

I
1j

1

I

I

I

I

I

1 11I 1I 1I 1I 1I 1rrrrn-1-1
1I 1I I1 1I 1I 1I 1I 1i I1 1I 1
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

1

I

•

!

f

I

I

25
quarters.

In 1919 work was begun on a building at a site

next to the Wabash tracks, which would take care of the
expanded business.

.Another was built in 1924, which is

the last built up to the present time.
In 1925 Syrup Pepsin Company merged with the Sterling
P roducts Corporation.

Although this is a national concern,

the local factory is an Illinois Corporation.
The history of Tylac Company is comparatively brief,
but its part in the recent histo1•y of Monticello is important.
In 1927, when the Superior Wall Tile Company was operating
on an experimental basis, the partners were looking for a
substitute to replace ceramic tile at low cost.

They suf

fered financial setbacks, and John Gage, receiving financial support from a leading citizen by the name of Allen F.
Moore, was in charge.

Phillip Cruikshank became a partner

in this enterprise in 1929.

Uppermost in the minds of this

partnership was to bind the future of this new company to
the future of Monticello.

Approximately forty citizens of

Monticello subscribed to the limit of their individual
ability, about 20% of the $100, 000 capitalization of Tylac
Company.

In February, 1929, a charter was granted to

Tylac Company, Inc.
The business was just beginning to reap the benefits
of its sales efforts when it began to feel the effects of
industrial collapse due to the fact that its product was
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constructed in Monticello in the near future.

Decision of

the corporation to locate at Monticello was based on the
presence of the underground Teays River which will be
utilized in the manufacturing p rocess.

At the end of fou1'

year's production time, the plant is expected to have 250
employees.
The prese.nt transportation service through Monticello
includes the Wabash Railroad, which provides a means of
travel to Chicago and St. Louis; and the Capital Transit
Bus Service, which provides transpor tation from Champaign
to Decatur.

In the past yea r the Illinois Traction from

Champaign to Decatur has been discontinued.

CONCLUSION
In the past Monticello was noted, in the main, as a
trade center for the farming area.

It served the area as

the county seat since Decatur and ·Champaign were at a
distance too far to travel.

Because the Sangamon is a

comparatively narrow river, it was of little importance
to early settlers for navigation.but the river basin has
served the a rea quite amply throughout the years for
drainage purposes.
The location of Monticello has continued to be im
portant.

With modern transportation people can live in

Monticello and commute to Champaign or Decatur for indus
trial jobs.

It is still the county seat and is becoming

more industrialized with factories now in operation.

With

this increased industrialization the educational system
has remained stable but, if industry continues to grow in
Monticello, it may be disrupted.

Monticello s importance
1

as a trade center is still evident but not as much as in
previous years.
It looks as if Monticello will, in the future, become
more industrialized with more factories locating here be
cause of the water supply (as has been previously noted
in relation to the plastics factory), transportation, and
labor.

It will probably remain the county seat as it has

for the past 115 years.
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