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CHAFTER 1

INTRODUCTION

Freliminary 3tatement

It 12 the conviction of the writer that umpiring on the
little league level i= far from adequate, It 1s belleved
that 1adividual communities ean solve this rroblem, If peorle
or sponsors are willing to supply teams with ®classy” uniforms
and equipment, they should be willinz to supply them wlth
adequats officlals., Sufficient reimbursemsnt for officlals could
be one of tThe methods in obtalning better officials,

Ataeguaie umpires are more essential to tihne zame than
are such ttems as uniforms, prasenoe of spectators, and
ooncessiat facilities, If 1ittle league 18 to be mailntalned
properly, offlciale should be more clogely screened on such
matters 28 rules interpretation ani safety, Better qualifled
offici=lz would lessen the publio criticism qonoernlng dangers
involved with 1little leagus baseball,

% 1m belleved that officlals should be required to paaz

a test cn buseball rules before the =season hegins, It 1s
hoped %this study may influence administrators of little

league competition to inolude such 2 rules tast,

Furpose of Study

The purpose of thls study wae to dstermine the knowledge



of l1ittle learue uwpires pertaining to general baseball rules
and game situstions. The atudy oan be used as a scaling method
to determine what areas of the rules are most often misinterpre-
ted. The rules or situations included in the test were those

which wovld probably most often ocour in game situations.

Need for study

It 18 hoped that results of thiaz study will help iaprove
the rules interpretations of 1little league umpires. It is
the writer's contention that 1t may ba used to serve as s
body of Wnowleigs whioh all 1little league uapires should know.
Unpires are essential to malntaln safety and proper play; 1t
is hoped that thia study will serve ag a zulde line for their

responribilitias as 1ittle league unmpires,

Delimitations

‘e partioipants used for this study were limited to
those bhaseball umpires not registered by the Illinoils High
School Assoclation, and those who resided in sast central
Illinols, The test was given only to those with 1little league
umpire experienoe and those who intended to umpire little league

games during the summer of 1966,

Definitions

1., Little League = little league is an amateur baseball
organization comprised of boys who will attaln the age of
nine years before August 1 and who will not attaln the age

of 13 years before August 1 of the year in qusstion,



2. uUmpires - umpires are those responsible for the proper
condust of 8 came, ususally numdbering two. They shall make
decisione cn points not sovered by the rules, inspeot
equipment, disgualify rlayers Lif it becomes necesaary,

call gamas 1f conditions become unfit to play, penialize for

preacrihad 1lafraoctions,

3. Apreal Flay = An appeal play 1s a rule infraction which
the unrires {znores unless his attention 1s called to it by
a player of the offended tsam before the time of the next
piteh,

4, Judgaesnt Flay - A Judement play 1s a declislon by the
uapire based on his opinion as to whether or not a rule is

applicable to the sltuation involved,

5. Rule Intarrratation Flay « A rule interpretation rlay 1=
# declsicnn b7y the unpire which 13 specifically defined by

the rules.

6, FPoroe ilay = A force play 1s a play in which the runner
losag his right to the base he ocouples and 18 forced to

advance.l

lL ¢ttle League Baseball Tnoorporated, ttle Le e O
fules, J1lliamgport. Pennsylvania: Frivately Printed, 1966,

c



7. Index of Discrimination - An incdax of diseriuination
1s the procadure uszed in differentiating between those well
versed in the matarial belng tested and those less informed.

It is the difference in proportion of correct responses between

the uprer and lower groups.

8, Imlex of Lifficulty - An index of difficulty is the

procedure used in Getermining what percent of the subjeots:

answered the questions correctly.



CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF LITERATURE

In the search for related materiml, the writer ocorresponded
with the Little League Baseball Inoceorporation, Williemaport,
Fennsylvanla: the Illinois High School Asmsociation, Chlcego,
Il1linois; and Mr. Hal Schumacher, Adirondasck Bats, Inc.,
Dolgeville, lew York, The reply from Sohulsohorl was typlcal
of the responses from the others scontaoted whioh stated that
ne recognized tests were avallabile,

The writer researched the library at Zastern Illinois
University, Charleston, Illinois and the library at the
University of Illinois, Champalgn, Illinois in an attempt
to gather related material., As a result of the two library
reviews, 1t iwas found that no studies were avallable which
were directly related to this thesis,

lappendix A



CHAPTAR III
¥ ETHODOLOGY

It was balieved by this writer that little league umpires
were inadequately prepared in some areas of rules interpretations
and game situations., This study was an attempt to i1llustrate
the lack of knowledge possessed by little league whion 1is

exenpliTisd by thelr demonstrated ability of rules interpretations.

Frocedure

In an atteapt to gather information, letters were written
to the Little League Baseball Incorporated, williamsport,
I'ennsylvania; the Illinois High School Assocliation, Chicago,
Il1linois; and Hr, Hal Sohumacher, Adirondaok Bats Incorporated,
Dolgeville, New York. Ths reply froam Schumacher: was typical
of the responses from the others contaoted whioch etated that
no recognized tests were available., With thelr reply, the
Little League Baseball Incorporated included rule books
for the 1966 season,

After corresponding with the different organizationg llsted
above, a test was oonstruoted whioh was to be used in evaluating
imowledze of umpires.

The Little League Baseball Rule Books and the Illincis

High School Association Hule and Cass Book were used as guldes

lAppandlx A



in constructing the test, A twenty-six question test was
then devised,

The test otressed those situations commonly oceurring
in most 1ittle leagzue games. Through the writert'e experience
as a 1ittle league manager, 1t was determined that these questions
are related to the areas most often misinterpreted.

A pilot study was eonducted to dstermine the reliability
of each test quesation. The test was glven to sixty subjeots
consisting of physiocal education majors, graduate assistants
in physicel education, faculty members, and other students
who had umpiring experience in little league basedall. All
of the tesgts glven in the pilot study were proctored., The
IBY 1620 computer wa# used in checking the results of both the
pilot =tudy and final testa.

An iniex of diescriminationl was applied and all those
questions having a negative index were discarded or reworded,
Also, an 1:dex of difficulty? was applied to eash item in an
attempt tn achieve a fifty per cent level of difficulty for
each question, After the reconstruction of the initial test,
a final tent consisting of twenty~-five gquestions was devised,

The final test was administered to forty subjeocts who
had umplre experience and were planning to umpire during the
1966 season., Ths subjects were all axperienced little
league cfficlals active in areas within a seventy-five mile

redius of Charleston, Illinois,

~ lzdwmrd J. Purst bgggg’?gt’;eg 'm'gg_gfgg_"';gg'gmg_gtef
(New Ygrk.BLondon. ané rontos Longman, Green Company, 1958),
pp' 30"’31 3

“Lb1d.



All of the final tests were proctored. The people
proctorins the tests were well qualifisd, oonsisting of
graduate students, professiona) teachers, or those in
administrative positions in the little leagus assoeclation
in thelr respective areas,

The results from the final test were then processed to
determine the general knowledge of little league umpires.
Concluslons were then drawm and recommendations for further

study wera nade based con the test results,



CHAPTZR IV
ANALISIS OP TSST RESULTS3

After the tests were processed by the ISM 1620 somputer,
a question analysls of each problem was made. Thesge analyses
are preeanted in this chapter. Table I indlcates the answers
glven for each question, An asterisk indicates the best

answer,



<UBSTION ANALYSIS OF THE ANSWERS GIVHN BY

TABLE 1

FORTY UMPIRES TO THE TWENTY-FIVZE
QUESTION TEST

10

Folls

Question
okt B C D E. . Omissions
1 1 *32 3 4 - -
2 1% ﬁg{ e 1 - .
X, 7 1 1 - -—
L 5, *26 9 - - -
5 13 p § 1l %25 - w——
6 23 - "6 1 - -
7 9 g ®24 L - -
8 3 .2 1 L — 1
9 7 J 5 *25 e -
10 10 7 *20 g - -
11 16 6 ~ 9 - -
12 L L 3 229 - -
13 #20 - 12 3 5 -
14 12 11 8 *0 - -
1§ g 2 ®]12 20 - 1
16 #7 16 13 e . -3
17 10 *18 4 - -
18 9 e 32 1 e .
19 -~ 1l "8 ra - -—
20 *]11 22 ?7 - -— —-—
21 14 12 2 *9 - -
22 7 *26 l - -
23 b 1 26 3l 1l -
24 L 2 L 12 18 -
25 10 b #2 8 16 -
Best
Answers & 6 7 7 1
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Quegtion 1.

1., There is a rumner on first base ani a runner on third base.
The pitcher has a one dall and one strile count on the batter
when his next piteh goes into the stands. Whioch of the
followlng statements best describes the ocorrest decision
concerning the advanocement of base runners?

A, Eaoch tunner is automatioally allowed to advance two
bases.,

B, Beoh mmner is antematiocally allowed to advance one
bmsc, and the ball is sonsidered %“dead",

C. There is ne limit to the rmmder of bases that each
rug:er nay advance; howwver, he proceedis at his own
sk,

0. The runner on third must remain on third and can't
soore on a pltched ball that goes into the stands;
however, the runner on first is automatically allowed
to advanse to secorxd base;

Thirty-tmo of the subjscte answared the gquestion correctly,

while elsht answered it incorrectly. The majority answerling
the queztion inocoxrectly choss foil D rather than the correct

answer 3,

ues .

2. A batter hits & ball to deep centerfield, A spectator
reaches 3%%*332‘ wall bdbafore the ball hasrgggggg the wall and
deflects X inte the playing area, e umpire should make
what judgment of the play?

A, Batter is awarded a home run, because in the uwmpire's
Judgment, the ball would have carried into the
stends,

B. Batter is awarded a double.

C. DBatter is awarded a triple.

D, 3Batter 13 allowed to try for any number of basas
because the btall is still in play.

Twanty-five of the subjects answered the question ocorrectly,
vhile rifteen answered it incorrectly. The majority answering
the questlon inoorrectly chose fBil A rathexr than the sorrect

answer S,
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guestion 3.

3. It 13 the turn for B-8 to bat, but B-9 errcnecusly bats in
his place and has a ceunt of two balls and one strike when
disoovered by the defensive coash., What 1s the ruling?

A. 3ince B-9 has alresdy asecumed the batting position
and has established a oount, B-8 1s declared out,

B. 3ince B-9 has already assumed the batting position and
has established a count, B-9 will resume his original
position but must also aseune the established ocount,

Coe 3-8 will replace B<9 in the correct position and
willl not be oredited with a ecunt.

D, B-9 will remaln at bat until his turn 1s ecompleted,
then 3-1 will bat to restore the proper batting order,

Seventeen of the subleots answered the question correetly,
while twsnty-~three answered it inoorreotly. The majority

answering the gueation incorreoctly chose foll B rather than

the correcti answer A,

Question 4.

L, With a Mmnner on second base, a rumner on first attempts
and legally steals ssoond, but both runners are now on second
base, what 1is the ruling?

A, The runner originally on second must advance to third
to prevent a forse-out,

B. The rummer originally on seoond is entitled to that
base and ean not be tagged out,

Ce The runner comsing from firat 1s declared cut for the
infrastion of two men being on the base at the
sane time.

. Both runners san be tagged out.
Twenty-six of the subjecte answered the question ocorrectly,
while fourteen angswered it inoorrectly. The majority answering

the gquestion incorrectly chose fell C rather than the correot

answer 3o,
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e oIl .

5. With runners on first and third, a fly ball is hit to left
field; after ocatching the ball, the fielder stumbles ontoc the
benech, dugzgout, or spestators who are en the field. Row many
bases are the runners allowed to advanee?

A, All runners may advance one base,

Be. All runners say advance two bases.

C. All bage rFunners must reameln at the base they
oosupied at the time of the eataeh,

D. All base runners may advance at their own risk if
the flelder 18 still on his feet after the satoh,

Twenty~five of the subjects answered the question correctly,
while fiffeen ancwered it incorrectly, The majority answering

the question incorrectly chose foll A rather than the ocorrect

answer .J,

Question 6.

6. 3Sumith rerlaces Jones in the last of the fourth inning,
What 1s the most important item a gsubatitute or coaoh must
remenber?

A, A substitute player must bat in the playertsas position,
b1t may be used in any defensive position.

B, A player who 18 removed from the game may not be used
as a coacher for the remaindey of the game,

C. Substitutes must rsport to the Umpire~in-Chief
stating his name, shirt number, the name of the player
he is replascing in the batting order and the pesition
he will play in the field.

D, A player may re-enter as many times as the coash
desires, but must replace substitute in batting order.

3ixteen of the subjeots answered the question correotly,
while twenty-four answered it incorreotly. The majority answering
the questior incorrectly chose foll A rather than the correct

answer ,
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gga:tlon Zo

?. B=l hits a hard-=hit ball which slices toward the right
field foul line, the right fielder catohes it with one foot in
foul territory., Is the ball falr or foul?

A, ¥#ith one foot over the foul line, the ball is foul
vwen caught,

B, If both feel are in foul territory when the ball 1is
caught, the ball is feul,

Ce toul or fair will be determined by the position of
the ball when caught,

De Foul or fair wlll be deterained when the fielder
regains control over his momentum,

Twenty=four of the subjects answered the question ocorrectly,
while sixteen answered it incorrectly. The majority anawvering

the question incorrectly ohose foll A rather than the ocorrect

answer C,

8., #With runners on first and third, the pitcher coaes to a
stop for one full second with both hands at his wailst; he then
throws to first with both his pivet and non-pivot foot pointing
toward the batter; runner is tagged out before returning to
first, “hat 18 the ruling?

A. Aunner is out if so Judged by the umpire,

3. Balk is called and all runners are advanced one base,

¢. RKunner 18 out and the ball is "dead" immediately.

D. DBalk is called and the runner on firaet is awarded second.
Twenty-six of the subjeots answered the question oorreotly,

while fourteen answered it incorrectly., The majority answering

the gquestion inoorrectly chose foil A rather than the correot

answer R,
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Question 9.

9. With bases loaded, the batter hits a ball to the left
fielder, The left fielder throws the ball to third, hitting
the coacher, whioh ocauses the ball to roll far enough away from

the third baseman so that all runners advance home, What ghould
be the ruling?

A., BEach runner is allowed a one-base advancement,

B, Each runner 1s allowed a two-base advancement.

C. Ball is "dead” immediately with Iunners remaining
on base oocuplied at the time of the throw,

Ds Ball is "alive! and all runners advance at their
(41719 ri&o

Twenty~f'ive of the subjeots answered the question correctly,

while fifteen answered it incorrectly. The majority answering

the question inocorreotly ehose feil A rather than the correct

answer o,

Question 10.

10. With a runner on first, B-9 (with a count of 3 and 2,)
barely touches a ball on a swing which the catcher eventually
catches, What 18 the ruling?

A. If the ball is oaught by the catoher, the batter is
out, and the runner must remsin on first.

B. If the ball goes directly from the bat to the
catcher's body~protector and rebounds into his glove,
the batter is out and the runner may advance at his
own risk,

C. If the ball goes direotly from the bat te the catsoher's
glove and 13 caught, the batter 1s cut and the runner
on first may advance to secomd,

D. If the ball is trapped againat the dody-protector,
the batter 13 out and the base runner may advanoe
at his om risk,

Twenty of the subjects answered the question cerrectly,
wnile twenty answered it incorrectly. The majority answering
the question incorrectly chose foll A rather than the correct

answer C.
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question 11.

ll. B<2 hits a ball past the shortstop. A rTurmer on seoond
base 18 hit by the ball when attempting to advanes to third,
What 1s the rling?

A., The base runner is deslared ont and B«2 is awarded
first base,

B. The base runner 1s declared out and B-2 is accredited
with a fielder's choloce.

C. The ball 18 "dead" immediately and each is awardad
one basea,

D. The ball is "alive"” and all rumners may advance
at thelir own risk,

Eighteen of the subjeats answered the gquestion correctly,
while twenty-two answered it incorrectly. The majority answering

the question incorrectly chose foil A rather than the eorreect

answer o,

Question 12.

12, Jones desires to replace Smith who has a count of cne ball
and two strikes, What is the ruling?

A. After two strikes, batter can't be replaced except
for injury,

B. Jones may not enter until Smith has eompleted his
turn at bat.

C. Jones shall give the Umpire~in-Chief hlis name, number
and position.

D, Jones shall give the Umpire-in-Chief his name, numbder
pPlace in the batting order, and must assume the
count established by Samith,

Twenty-nine of the subjects answered the question correctly,
while eleven answered i1t incorrectly. The majority answering
the question incorrectly chose foils A and B rather than

the correct answer D,
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question 13.

13. With the bases loaded, Jones hits a ball dewm the third
bage foul l1ine, The ball hite the bag whieh i8s in foul terri«
tory. @hat 13 the ruling?

A, 3l 48 falr and base runners advance at thelr ovm
sk,

B« All runnere are allowed one-~base advanoementss

C. Ball is "dead" imnmediately and foul ball is called,

D. Ball is "fair® and runners are advanced two bases on
a "ground rule® decision.

E, Umpire rules "no play"”, relocates the bag and play
resumes a8 1f nothing happened.
Twenty of the subjects answered the question sorrectly,
while twenty answered it incorrectly¥. The majority answering

the question lncorrectly chose foll C rather than the correct

answeay 4,

question 14,

14, There are two outs, men on first and third, when Jones
hits a triple., All runners reach home safely* An appeal ic
mnade that Jones falled te touch second base, How are the runs
scored?

A. All r™ins scored and Jones 18 awarded a double in the
seore bookl

B, Only the runner from third scores:

C. ALl runs are scored if the runner from first bass
orosses home before the appeal is made.

D, None of the runs count.

Nine of the subjeots anaswered the question correctly,

while thirty-one answered 1t incorrectly. The majority answering
the question incorrectly chose foil A rather than ths correoct

answayx D,
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Question 15.

15. With rumers on first and sscond and one out, Jones
bunts a foul which goes very high and foul dewn the third base

line and one which can be caught easily by an infielder. What
13 the ruling?

A, The umpire will sheout “Infileld Fly," which will allow
bage rmnners %c run at their own risk.

B, [hz wspire will withhold his call to see if the bgll
1s foul or falr,

C. "Infield Fly" canmot be oalled becaunase of the attempted
buni. by the batter.

De "Infield Fly" cannot be called because it was & foul
ball.

Twelve of the subjects answered the quesfion corrently,
while twenty~a2ight answered 1t incorrectly. The majority

answeringz the question incorrectly chose foil D rather than

the correct answer C.

uestion 16.

16,  With hases loaded, Jones hita a falr ball down the left
fteld line. The left fielder threws his glove at the ball
and stops 1t. what 18 the ruling?

A, Batter may try for any mumber of bases up to three,
but will be assured of an antomatio triple, twt may

advance home at hls own risk and all runs are allowed
to score,

B, An automatle double is awarded to the batter and two
rwis are allowed to score,

Ce An automatbtic triple is awardod te the batter and all
runs are allowed te score and the ball is "dead”;
Seven of the subjects answered the question ocorrectly,
vhile thirty-three answered it incorreantly. The majority
answering the question incorreotly chose foil ¢ rather than the

coxrrect answer A,
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Question 17.

17. During the top half of the 4th inmning, the home team 19
ahead when it starts to rein. What is the ruling?

A. A game caymeot be callaed until 4 immings have dsen

conpleted.

B. A zame cammot be oalled until 4 1/2 innings have been
completed,

Cs A game cannot be called until 5 imnirgs have bsen
completed,

U, Since the home team 18 ahead, it 18 a regulation game,
frhteen of the subjects answesred the question correctly,

while twenty-two answered 1t 1incorrectly. The majority

ansvering the question incorrectly chose foll A rather than

the corroct answer B,

question 18,

18, RAunners are on 1lst axd 2nd with one out. The batter hits
a ground ball to the second baseman, The second baseman throws
to first for the play on the batter, 7Then the first baseman
thraws to tho shortatop covering aecond and he steps on

second hase before the runner arrives, What 18 the ruling?

A, The runner geing to sscomd 18 out if the ball 18 there
before he reaches the bag.,

3, If the runner going to first is tagged, the runner
going t¢ seecorxd may be foreed out,

C. The runner going to second must be tagged out.

D, If the first baseman falils to touech first, the runner
going to seoord camnot be foreed out,

B chteen of the subjeots answered the question correctly,
while tweniy-two answered it inocorrectly. The majority answering

the question incorrectly chose foll D rather than the correct

answer C,
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QUESTIONS 19-25 WILL BE DIRECTED SFRCIPICALLY TO LITTLE LEAGUE
WLE3,

guestion 19.

19, vith two outs ir: che last inning, the manager wishes to
replace hig pltcher, ile has already used four pitchers, What
1s the m:ling?

A, Not more than three pitshers shall be used in one gaue.
B. Het more than four pltchers shall be used in cne game,
C. HXot more than five pitchers shall be used in ¢one game,
D. Any number of pitohers oan be used in one geame.

Kizhteen of the subjects answerad the question correctly,
while tuenty-two answered 1t incorreoctly., The najority answering
the questlion incorrectly chose foll D rather than the ocorrect

angwer C,

quegtion 20.

Jones 1s at bat with 2 count of 1 ball sayd 2 strikes when it 1is
discovered that he 1s batting without a batting helmet, lhat
is the T™uling?

A, If discovered by the team st bat, the batter ts
required to get a helmet before he resumes batting.

B, If dlscovered by the umpire, the batter is told he
nugt get a helmet if he 1s to eontinue batting,

C. If digoovered by the defensive team, the batter
nust obtain a helnet with the possibility of an out
being ocalled for delay of the game.

Do If discovered dy the batter, he may eleact to bat
without the helmet without the possibility of a
penalty being assessed,

Tleven of the subjects answered the gquestion correetly,
vhile twenty-nine asnswared 1t inocorrectly. The majority answere
ing the questien incorrectly chose foil B rather than the

coxrTect answer A,
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SEE FIGURAR 1 FOR INFOMMATION RELATING TC QUISTIONS 21-=25.
- D

Question 21,

21, With one hazs umpire and runners on sasond and third, the
umapire should stand at whieh location?

A, Desition C C, rosition &
B, Position D De Fogmition ?

Nine of the subjescts answered the gquestion correctly,
while thirty-one answered it incorrsatly. The majority of those
answering the questien incorrectly chose foll A rather than

the correct answer .

suestion 22,

22, Wlth one baze umpire and the bases empty, the umpire should
etand at whilch position?

A, Pomition A Ds Pogition D

B, Posgition B Ze ToOsitlon E

Ce Tosition C

Twenty~g8ix of the subjesis answered the guestion correctly,
while fourteen answered 1t incorrectly. The malority of thoss

answering the question incerrectly chose foll A rather than the

correct angwer B,

Question 23.

23. With one bass umpire and & Tunner on second, the umplre
ghouléd stand at which position?

A, Tosltlion A Ds Poslition D

3. Fostition B B, Position E
C. TFosltion C
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guesgtion 23 {(cont.)

dleven of the subjects answered the question correctly,
while twenty-nine answered it inoorrectly. The majority of
these answering the gquestion incorreoctly shose foll ¢ rather

than the ceorreet answer D,

Question 24,

24, #With two base umpires and a runner on first base, the
umpires sheuld stand in what positions?

A, Fositions A-C D. rositions 8~C

B. Tesitiona A-P 8, Positions B-D
Ce Pozitionsg A-E

Bighteen of the subjects answered the question correctly,
while twenty«twe answered 1t incorrectly, The majority eof those

answering the question incorrectly chess foll D rather than

the correct answer =,

Queation 25.

25. With two base umpires, and s ranner on second base, the
umpires should astand in what positions?

A, Positions A-D D. Positions P-C

B. rositions B-C Ee. Positions C-B

C. Pogltlons D-EZ

Twe of the subjectsz answered the question correctly,
while thirty-elzht answered 1+ incorrectly. The majorlty of
those answering it incorrsctly chose foil E rather than the

correct anmwar C.



TABLE 2

PIZICENT OF CORREBCT ANSWERS GIVBN TO EAGH
QUaSTION BY THE FORTY UMPIRES OR
THE TYENTY-FIVE QUUESTION TEST

Percent
Queﬁktlon 100.-0..90-00080.05‘?0000‘600;;OSOOQ'QMOIC’BOQQQ;ZOOO "100 oe '5.0000

1. Overthrow X

2. 3pectator interference X

a. Batting order I

« Base T™unning X

5. Hase running £

6. Substituting a

7. Palr/foul ball X

8. Pitcher ixregularity X

9. Coacheg ituterferense 4
10. Foul ti X
11, 3Juuner intevferancs X
12. Substitution X
13. PRalr/foul hall X
14, Base rnning
15. "Infleld M y¥ b4
16, Detachei eguipment X
17. Regulation same X
18. PForce play X
19. Humber of pltchers X
20. Hoelmet ragulation X
21, Umpire losabtion ¥
22, Umpire location X
23, Umpire looation )&

Umpire location X

2h,
25,

2 re loocatien
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The correc¢t responses to the questions on the test ranged
from 2 low of 5 percent in response to0 question number 25 to a
high of 80 persernt in response to questions number 1 and 18,
Question mmber 25, which i1s concerned with umpire location,
was answersd correctly by two subjects. Questions number 1 and
18 concerned with over throw and force play respectively
were anawered correctly by 32 of the subjeots, The remainder
of the scoresn were well distributed between the high and low
scores,

The reazulis of the first sighteen questiens which were
concexned with general bhaseball rules accumulated an average
of 53.1 percent correct snswers., The last seven questions
reluting fto liittle league basebal) rules specifically,
acoumulated an average of 34.1 peroent corraai answers, An
over all sverage for correct answers on the entire test wmsa

47.8 percent,



CHAPTER V
SUELIARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMEUDATIONS

Sumnazy

The study was wndertaken in an effort o 1llustrata the
knowledge of baceball rules and smme sitnatlons possessed by
1litEle leagne wnpires., A twenty-~-six question test wams first
devised ani siven.to sixty pilot suhlects. After checking
the index of disorimination and the index of difficulty for
each question, a finel test of twenty-~five zusstiors was
constr :ted. The final teat was then given to forty sublects,
The subjeots used in the final test were experienced little
league wapires and those who intended to umpire during the 1966
seagon, Hone of the subjects used in the final test ware
reglstered in basebsld by the Illinois Higb school Association,
The finzl %est wag then processed by the IRM 1620 computer,

™e resiits of the first eightean guestions, whish
consisted of general baseball rulas, had a correct answer
percentage of 53,1, The last zeven questions, which consicted
of 1ittlie losyme riles speasifically had s correct answer
percentage of 34,3, The over zall average of correct answers

for the entire test totaled 47.8.
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Conclusions
The results of the study indiocate that 1ittle league umpires

included in this study are inadequate in their knowledge of
rules interpretation, It 18 realized that questions relating
to specific areas of 1little league were probably more difficult
than thos2 relating to general baseball rules; however, thie

18 the area in which they should be well versed,

Rlecommendations

1, Each community should pressent a seriss of rules
interpretations meatings prior to ths season, Attendance at
such meetings should be required of all wnpires.

2. Little League Baseball Inoorporated should require
that all umpires working within thelr organization, pass a
rules teet each year which would enhance the program with
better rules interpretations and better knowledge of safety

involvad within the game of baseball.
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BAS ES TES

Direotions: [lark your answers only on the answer sheet provided.
There i3 only one answer to each question, Questions 1-19
are genersl baseball rules,

1. There is a runner on first base and a runner on third base,
The pitcher has a one ball and one strike oount on the batter
when his next pitoh goes into the stands. Which of the following
gtatements begt desoribes the correoct decision concerming the
advanocen<mt of base rimners?

A, g:oh runner is automatiocally allowed to advance two
£e8,
B. EZach runner i1s automatically allowed to advance ons
base, and the ball is considered "dead".
C. There is no limit to the number of bases that each
runner eay advance; however, he proceeds at his own risik,
D, The runner on third must remain on third and san't
score on a pltched ball that goes into the stands;
however, the rumner on first 1s automatically allowed
to sadvence to second base.

2. A batter hits a ball to deep centerfield, A speotator reashes
over the wall before the ball has e¢d the wall arxd deflects

kX into the playing area. The umpire should make what
Judgment of the play?

A, Batter 13 awarded a home run, bescause in the umpiret's
Judgment, the ball would have carried into the stamds,

B. Batter 1s auvarded a double,

C. Batter ia awarded a triple.

D. Batter 1s allowed to try for any number of bases
beceuse ths ball 18 still 1ln play.

3. It is the turn for B-8 to bat, but B-9 erroneously bats in
his place and has a count of two balls and one strike when
discovered by the defensive ccach, What 18 the ruling?

A. 3ince B-9 has slready assumed the batting position
and has established a count, B~8 is deolared cut.

B. Since 3«9 has already assumed thie batting position and
has establishsed a ocount, 3-8 will recume his original'
position but must also assume the established sount,

C. %B«8 wlll replace B~9 in the correat position and will
not be ocredited with a asount.

D. 3«9 wlll remain at bat until his turn is completed,
then B~1 will bat to restore the proper batting order.
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b, With a runner on second hase, a runner on first attempts
and legally steals second, dbut both runners are now en second
base., What 1s the ruling?

A, The rummer originally on second must advance to third
‘co prevent a force-out,

B.. The runner originally on second is entitled ts that
hase and oan not be tagged out,

C. The runner coming from first 18 declared out for the
infraction of two men being on the base at the same
tinme,

D. Both rurmers oan be tagged out,

5. With runners on first and third, a fly ball 18 hit to left
fleld; after cateching the ball, the fielder stumbles onto the
bench, dugout, or spectators whe are on the fleld. How many
bases ars the runners allowed to advance?

® -y

All runners nay advance one hase,

A11 runners may advance two bases,

A1l base runners must remain at the base they occupied
at the time of the catch.

All base runners may advance at theilr own risk 1f the
flelder 18 still on his feet after the catach.

G e
L

]
*

6. Smith replaces Jon2s in the last of the fourth inning, Wwhat
1s the most important item a substitute or coach must remember'

A. A substitute player must bat in the player's position,
but may be used in any defensive position,

3. A player who 1s removed from the game may not be used

as a eoachsr for the remainder of the game,

C. Substitutes must report to the Umpire-in-~-Chief stating
his neme, shirt number, the name of the player he is
reflaeing in the batting order and the position he
will play in the field.

D. A player may re-enter as many times as the gseoach
desirea, but must replace substitute in batting oxrdsr,

7. 3«1 hite a hard-hit ball which slices toward the right field
foul 1ine, the right flelder cataehes 1t with one foot in fovl
territory., 1Is the ball fair or foul?

A, ¥With one foot over thes foul line, the ball 1& foul
vhen caught,

B. If both feet are in foul territory when the ball is
caught, the ball is foul,

C. Fowl or fair will be determined by the position of the
ball when ocaught,

D. Povl or falr wlll be determined when the flelder rogains
contrel over his smentum,
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B. With runners on first and third, the pitoher comes to s stop
for one full second with both hande at his waist; he then

throws to first with both hils plvot and non-pivet foot peinting
toward the batter; rurmer 1s tagged out before returning to
first, that is the rnling?

A, Runner 13 out if so Judged by the umpire,

B, DBalk is oall and all runners are advanced ons base,

C, Runner is out and the ball 38 "dead" immediately.

D. BRalk i3 called and the runner on first is awarded secoud.

9. With bases loaded, the batter hits & ball to the left
fielder., The left fielder throws the ball to third, hitting
the coacher, whiceh causes the ball teo roll far enough away
from the third baseman s8¢ that all Tummers advance home. What
ghould be the ruling?

A. ZEach runner 1z allowed a one~bagse advancement;

B, BEach rumner i3 allowed a two-base advancement,

C. Ball is "dead" immediately with runners remalning
on base eceupied at the time of the throw.

D, Ball is "alive” and all runners advance at their
oy risk; '

10. ¥ith a Tunner on first, B-9 (with a count of 3 amd 2,)
barely touches a ball on s swing which the catcher eventually
oatches, that 18 the ruling?

A, If the ball 1s caught by the catsher, the batter is
out, and the mimer pust remain on first,

B, If the ball goes directly from the bat to the satcherts
body~protector and redounds into his glove, the batter
1s out end the r™unner may advance at his own risk,

C. If the ball goes dilreetly from the bat to the oatoher's
glove and 1 ¢ saught, the batter 1s out ami the runier
on first may advance to second,

O, If the ball is trapped against the body-protector,
the batter 1z out and the base rmner may advance
at hias own risk,

11. B-2 hits a ball pasi the ghortatop, A runner on second
base 15 hit by the bafi when attempting to advance to third,
What is the rmiling?

A, g:e base runrer is declared out and B-2 13 awarded first
se,

B. The base rumnner 1s declared out ard B-2 is accredited
with a fielder'!s choice.

C. The ball iz "dead® immedlately and #ach is awarded
one base,

D, The ball 1s Yalive™ and all runners nay advance at
thelr own risk,



33

12, Jones desires to replace Smlth who has a count of one hall
end two strikes, what is the ruling?

A, After two strikea, batter can't be rsplaced exaspt
for infury,

B, Jones may not enter until 8mith has completed his
turn at bat,

C. Jones shall give the Umpire-in-Chief hisname, numbexr
and position.

D, Jones ghall give the Umpire-in-.Chief hig name,number
and place in tha batting order, and nust assume the
count established by Smith;

13, With the bases loaded, Jones hits a bhall dewn the third
bage foul line, The ball hits the bag whiech 18 in foul
territory. ihet 18 the ruling?

A, Ball is fair snd base ruwners advance at thelr own
risk,

R, A1l runners are alleowed one-bhase advancemonts,

C. 3Ball is "daad” immedlately and foul ball la ocalled.

D, Ball is “fal:r*" and rumers are advanced two bases oOn
a "ground rule" decislon.

. Unplre rules "no play®, relocates the bag and play
resumes as 17 nothing happened,

14, There are two outs, men on first and third, when Jones
hits a triple, All rumners reach home safely., An appeal 1s
made that Jones falled %o touch second btase. How are the runs
sooreds

A, All Tmuans egcored and Jones ¢s awarded a double in the
gcore book,

B, Only the runner from third sceres,

¢, All runs are scered if the runner from first base
crogses home before the appeal .1s made.

C. None of the runs sounty

15. With runners on first and second and one out, Jones bunts
a foul which goes very higsh and foul down the third base line
and one whiloh can be canght easily by an infielder, % 1s
the ruling?

A, The umpire will shout "ITnfleld Fly," which w1l 2)low
hase rumers to run at their owm risk.

2. The umpire will withhold his call to see if the ball
1s foul or fair.

C. "Infleld Fly® cannot be called because of the attempted
bunt by the batter,

) i ;Infteld Mly? camot bhe called becausge it waz s foul
1) .
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16, With bases loaded, Jones hits a fair ball down the left
fisld l1line. The left fieldexr throws his glove at the ball and
stops 4t., What &8s the ruling?

A, Batter may try for any number of bases up to thres,
but will de assured of an automatic triple, bt may
advance home at his own risk and all runs are allowsd

~ to score,

B. An automatic double is awmrded to tiie batter and two
runs are allowed to score,

C. An automatic triple is awarded to the batter and all
runs are allowed to score and the ball ig "dead®,

17. During the tep half of the 4th imning, the home team is
ahead when 1t starts to rain., Wuat is the mlings

A, A game cannot be called until & imings have besn

completed,

3. A gaue camot be called wnitil & 1/2 innings have been
completed,

Ce A game camcot be called wnftil 5 innings have been
completed.

D, 8ince the home team is ahsald, 1t 15 & regulation gcane.

18, Runners are on 1zt end 2nd with one out, The batter hitis
a ground ball to the secend baseman, The szcond baseman throws
to firgt foxr the play on the batter, Then the flirst baseman
throws to the shortstop covering second and he steps on second
base befxre the rumner arrives. wWhat is the ruling?

A. The rummer geoing to second is out 1 the ball ig there
before he reachiez the bag,

B.. IT the rumer golng %te first is tagged, the runner
going to seoond may be forced out,

C, The rumner golng to sesond muat he tagged out,

De If the first baseman Tulls vo touch first, the runnar
golng to second camoi be forced outl,

QUESTIONS 19--2% WILL BZ DIRECTED SPECIFICALLY 10 LITTLE LIAGUE
3ULES,

19. With two outs in the last inning, the manager wishes to

replace his piteher, He has already used four pltchers. ihatl
is the rling?

A, Not nore then three plichers shall be used in ohe game,
B, Not mere than feur vitchers shall bhe used 1n one game,
C. Not more bthan five pltchers stall be used ln one gans,
D, Any mumbeir of plichers can bhe used 1n one game,
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20, Jonez is at bat with a count of 1 ball and 2 strikes when
it 18 discovered that he 1eg batting without a batting helunet.
Wnat is the ruiling?

A, It discovered by the team at bat, the batber is
required to get a helmet befors he resumes batting.

B, If dlscovered by the umpire, the batter 1s told he
muet get a helmet if he 18 to continue batting.

Ce If 3lgcovered by the defensive team, the batter must
obtain a helmet with the possibility of an out being
colled for delay of the zame,

D, If dizcovered by the batter; he may elect to bet
mithout the helmet without the possibility of &
renal ty belng assessed,

SZE FIGI7iE 1 FOR INFORMATION RELATING TO QUESTIONS 21=-2S,

- B
«-A

21, YWith one base unpire and rummers on sacond and third, the
ampire shouid stand at. which locatlon?

A, Fosition
B. rYosition
C. Pesiiion
D, Fosition

Q[T

22. Wwith one bage umplire and the bases empty, the umpire should
stand a2t whics position?

C. Fusitlion
D. Zosition
Be Fogttion

=T QWi»

23. With osne base unpire skl a ranner on second, the umpire
should stand 2% which position?

A, Position A
B, Tosition
C. FToszition
D. Foszition
E., Rozition

MOQw



24, With two tase umplires and a ranner on first base, the
umpires should stand in wvhat positions?

A, Fositionz A-C
. btosgitions A-F
rozitlions AT
Pocslitions B-C
Togitions 3-D

TN Wl SRl
)

-3

25, #ith two base umpires, and a runner on gecond bvase, the
vmpires checuld stand in what positions?

A, osltions A~D
B, TYositions B--C
C. *?Poaitions D-E
D. Fositiong F-C
E, Fogltiona C-E
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