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PREFACE

The original purpose of this paper was that of satisfying
a vold felt by this author after reading several books which
deal with revolution. Host men dismiss the problen of what
makes a revolutionist as being somewhat insignificant. When,
however, one reallzes the lmportance of the individual in any
rebelllion, it is easily seen thet the tople is of great signife
icance, Through the composition of this paper, I have galined
insight into the problem, insight which has helped fill the
volid,

There are many individuals who have been quite helpful
during the coursae a? the writing of this paper, Dr. Rex
Syndergasrd, head of the history department of Hastern Illinois
University, provided me with many of the ideas found within
this work, His guldance as an advisor has been most valuable,
1 wish to thanlt also the men who have served on nmy graduste
commlttee, They have provided many helpful suggestions, To
Hiss Sandra X. Stead, the young lady who wlll become my wife
within the next few weeks, I wish to extend thanks for helping
in the typing of this paper. Lastly, I wish to thank the
members of my imnmediate famlly--my fathey and mother, my brothers,
and my sister--for tolerating me during these last few weelis
when the temperature outside caused me to be somewhat disagreems

able,
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INTRODUCTION

Living in an age during which revolutions are becoming
comuonplace, the citizen of the twentleth century may wonder
what causes an individual to turn to rebellion, a life in
which the risit of death and loss of status and reputation is
extrenely great, Surely, there are certain forces at work
which bring changes apparently alien to an individualls mode
of life, It ig, therefore, of use to determnine what those
forces are, Of course, since’ the fobic of inguiry involves
sttempts to msasure or analyze the lmpeact which certein events,
or relationships, have had upon the individual's personality
structure, there can be no means by which such impact can be
objectively ascertained, Much of the study, of necessity,
wust be subjeotive, The reasder often must be left to fom
his owm opinion, It 1s, neverthelesa, the thesls of this write
er that certain events, relatlonships, end ideas occurring at
intervals throughout the life of the revolutlonist are the
factors which finally determine the rebelllious nature of the
individual, The problem becomes that of determining what
those factors are.

Every individual is the product of many different forces.

Certain factors are present in the 1life of everyone, The

-lw
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forces, therefore, important in nolding the revolutionistls
cheracter are essentially the same as those important for

any individual. It has been this writerts finding, however,
that the following factors are of greaber significances

the ‘ndividualts a&saeiata&. the individual's abilities and
skills, and the individual's social envirenment. |

Into the category of associates of the individusl fall

the imnediate family of the person, the friends of the family,
and the members of the individualls social claass. There ere
many ways by which the associestes of the revolutionist push
nim farther into the revolutionary setting. Through the cone
veraations which are carried on betwsen the people, sxprege
giong of sympathy or antipathy are brought about,t Perhapsa
just as essential is the impact which the assoclates can

have upon the reading hablts of the potential revolutionist,.
The asignificance of what an individual reads cun be seen by
considering the eightesnth cenburye-The Age of Enlighternment,
In such g study it is discovered that the writings of the
French

hilogophes exercised & great deal of influence over

the actiong of all society, both French and noneFrench. Through

inflemed with the zeal of revolutionsry action.
In the second area important for the Sotal development

of the revolutionisttas character, it is necessary to sonsider

321104 &ae also, L ard L;”EH
Regvolution, »p. Ly 15
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the role played by the type of abilities, or skills, pose
seased by the individuals, There are several ways in which
thig fector comes into play. Filrst, the revolutionist has
the opporbtunity to utilize skills which may have lain dor-
mant for a number of years but which the individual considers
as importent. Secgond, the revolution offers the opportunity
for securing of glory. Therc is alweys the possibility that
no one will possess the perticular skill which the individual
has, In sueh & ocase the individual needs the revolution in
order to gain a certain satisfaction not poscible at an
earlier time. In other cases, however, therc is the need of
the revolution for the individusle. Certain vocations contain
innate potentislity for the trensformation of soclety. To
vge the military skill: There i3 always the need for men
with militery ebility in revolubtions predicaced L,on the ides
that it is necessary to overthrow the existing institutions.
The man, therefore, who has skills in military matiers is
an essential part of the total program of revolubion.®
Important as the first two named factors aere, there can
be no revolution unless the era ig ready for one, There are
essentielly two ways in which the individual is influencel by

the era: first, by the enctional excltement of the erea; second,

p
There is no need to offer detailed discussion showing
how the abilitles and skills of the individual are ilmportant,
For gn excellent deacription of the matter, the reader should
see Crane Brinton's The Anatomy of anw;mtimn, chapter IV,
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by the noneemobionsl, intellectusl current of the tines .
Illustrating the imoortance of the times; the American Reve
olution was not convelved and born overnight. Rather, for

& number of years prior to 1776, there had been a growlng
ragentnent of British control, The shots fired at Lexingiton
and Concord were mersly physical manifestations of the spirit
of ths ers. Once started, the impact nf the event was bobth
emctlional and intellectusl.

In sumery, tie loreces which cause sn individual o
chgoge from routine life to revolutionist 1life are difficuld
to nmensures in fachk, no quantitative device cen gage the impact
whieh any given occurrence has upon the personallbdy structune
of an individual. Men such as Crene Brinton, Pitirim A,
Sorokin, and Lyford P, Kdwerds, however,; men who have deell
with the problem, agree that certaln facbors are of extrems

luporbance. these facbors are: firat; the asaocclates of the

i

ndividual; second, the abilities and siills of the individuels
dnd third, the soclal enviromment of the revolutionist. For
convenienss, this introduetion has dealt with each eleument
separately. In actualiby, Lowever, mabtbers are not so simple.
fach factor is in constant intersctlon with the other twos

In order for there to be the developnent of a true revolutione
ist, @il threo factors must be present along with several

minor items boo fumerous to panllon.

, “For e wmore detelled discussion see Bdwards, op., olls ,
Dre 006, v —
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LORD EDWARD PITZGERAID'S ASSOCIATES:
THE FRENCH SPEAXING PEOPILE

On June Y, 1798, in & musty prison cell in Dublin, Irew
ilgnd, an Irish noblemsn died of wounds sustalned from pare-
tleipation in the Irish Rebellion of that year. His persone
‘ality exemplified the multienature of the elsnents necessary
for the production of the revolutlonist mind, The man was
Lord HEdwerd Fitsgerald. Looking at the social strata into
which Lord Sdward was born, one csnnot help but realize that
there were many forceful factors which led the noblemen to a
pogition of leasdership in the revolutionary cause for which he
secrificed his life,

Fitzgerald played one of the most significent roles in
the Irish Rebellion, Bevcsuse of the guidance which he proe
vided, the Irish noble served as an iInsplretion to the cause
of Irish Libafty. Even though he met death prior to the major
events of the revolution, the memory which he left "filled
the hearts of all with a firm purpose, and rouged them to exe
coute ite"t

The nen who served as e chief military mind for the
Ipish insuwrectionists was born October 15, 1763, Hia father

1?&& e and Timea of Lord Bdward Fitggaralﬁ {hereafter,
The Lif€ 8nG To ﬁ$7;§”$5$¢ f“ﬁﬁf‘r:mﬁd Lo
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was an Irish noble, the Duke of Leinster. His mother, Hnilia
Mary, wes the deughter of Charles, Duke of Riehmﬂnd.g ‘¥With
the combination of power veasted in the royal :ﬁ‘m&iﬁ.w,fﬁ the
song of the Duke of leinater had opened to them all but a few
af the moejor positions granted undsr the British Crown, Ale
though the brethers of Lord Bdwerd utiliged the fanily interest
Tor the procuring of position, they had little influence on
their bywﬁhaw;&

What then was the motivating spirit whieh determined the
course of FPitzgerald's life? The most evident snswer is that
the Irishnen found e gsause in which he bslieved end in which
he could effm#iva&y serve, OUne of the Irish pevolutionists,
W. J. Maclevin, when questioned if the United Irishmen, the
“ sded the rebellion and the group of which

group which spearhe

2 omes Moore, The Life and Death of Lord Edward Fitze
rerald, I, Pe le ‘ ' o .

%nhﬁmatmg in regerd to the powar wiwma& by the Fitge
gerald family is a letter gent to this author by the Irish
Genealogical Office of Dublin, The 1&#2&# states that the
Fitzgeralds "renk with the Burkes and Butlers as one of the
nost illustrious of the Anglo-Norman familiss in Ireland,

They derive thelr neme and daauanﬁ»ﬁwum Gerald, Uonstable of
Pembroke, whose wife was Neat, é,- whter of Rhys Ap Tewdwyr,
King of Soutn Wales., Gerald flourished in the early part of
the 12th century. His son, Ma@im mm«m, was one of
the companions ol Btrongbow, and from him are descended all
the families of the name in Ireland, He received large grants
of land which continued in the possession of his descendents
down to recent times. Membersz of the family fraqa&ntiy £illed
the highest offices under the English Crown," When, there-
fore, the contemporaries of Lord Edward spoke of the positions
of renk which the Irish nobleman gould %av@ held, they were
not exagperabting.

'&2@5 Life snd Times of Lord BEdward, p. 34.
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Lord Edward was a member, were nobtivated by ambitions which
were Iounded on unworthy motives, stated:

o » o bthese imputations may be repelled by observing,

that if Lord Edward Fitzgerald had been actuated in

hls political life by dishonourable ambition, he had

only to cling to his great family copnexions end pare

lismentary influences They unquestionably would have
advenced his fortune and gratified his desires. The
voluntary sacrifices he made, end the magnanimous manner
in which he devoted himsell for the independence of

Ireland, sare ineanteatagla proofs of the generosity

and purity of his soul.” ' .

Lord Edward d4id not develop hia sacrificial spirit overnight,
The path was a long, slow one, It is ceritain, however, that
the associates of the Irish noble played an important part
in giving him principles to which he could devote his life,
The first importent group was the French people,

Lord Bdwerd's first sontact with the Prench came et the
carly age of ten, shortly after the death of his father, Withe
in ten months after the Duke's death, the Dushess of Leinster
remarried.® The second husband was Willism Oglivie, Edward's
tutor. Upon the performance of the merriage ceremony, the
Camily moved to France, where the Irish lad spent his boyhood
et the home of the Duke of Richmond at Aublgny on the Garonne
river,

During those formative years, the young Lord Edward bew

came skilled in the practices which were intended to prepare

5 .
Sir John Thomas CGilbert, ed., Doocuments Relating to
Ireland 1795-180k, p. 231. '

élda Taylor, The Life of Lord Edward Fitzgereld, p. 21,

7Ibiab 8 pc 25;

wmm——
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him for mllitary e&reer.g All his interest was not involved
with learning tactlics which were most capeble of defesating an
enewy, however; Lord BEduard also demonstrated an interest in
oolitical happenings. After telling of his military itraining,
Fitzgerald, in & letter to his mother, wrote: "I wes deliphted
« « » b0 see by the lest Courier that Lord MYorth had been so
attesked In the House ol Commons, end that the Ouposition
carri@ﬂ off everything. I think he cannot hold out much Iungwwgag
The maintenance of the combination of political and nilitary
interest which characterlzed the whole life of Lord Bdwsrd
was of extreme importance for the role which he played in 1798,

Yo one can aaw‘whﬁnﬁﬁ the interest in politics stemmed,
but one need only consider the French political situstion for
for sug-restion. Louls XIV had left the country on the verge of
bankruptey. It was only & few years before the pressure bulle
ding due to the unstable candibiana‘tagplad the ancient regime,
Tord Bidward's letter could have been a reflection bf French
goncern for political situstions., Further development ol the
French attitude halted shortly afbter the letter was written.
Lord Edvard returned to his homeland in 1779.10 The next cone
tact with the Fpench came some four years later, in 1703.

The relationships with the Prench during the boyhood
years served only as a basis upon which later, more mabure

friendships could be built. The contacts made after the Amneri-

83ince Lord Edward was a second son, he had no hope of
beconing Duke of Lelnster.

9%99?@,,g§¢ citey I, Duboe
101bi4a.
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can Revolution were the baeais for thie formation of the attitudea
whiich were expressged beast through the action of revslubion,.

Lord Edward served for & brief time in the Anerican Reve
slubion, fichting Tor the British, Alter the war was over,
he wes statloned at S8t, Luecla, in the West Indies, In a
latber deted February li, 1783, the young oflicer wrote his
mother to tell her of the pleesing acquaintances which he had
made with the Frenchs

I was over at Martinique the other day, with &
flag of truce; with prisoners. It was & very pleasant
Jaunt. I s%azd{&ia]thare & week, and received
ever~ civility possible from le Marquis de Bsuille
end the vest of the officers, but met nobody I knew
before. « « «L was abt & ball every night. The wonen
are pretiyy dance and dress w@%&; and are, the French
38Y; « » «vastly good natured,

Each contact which Lord Edward made with the French added
to the esteem with which he regerded them, In & letter dated
Mereh 3, one month after the above correspondence, FPitazgerald
wrote his mother:

I like the idea of going to Aubigny nuch, and am
not like my brother Charles in hating everything Frenchs
on the contrary, I have wede a second trip to Martine
ique, where I spent a week very pleasantly. I met
there with a very agresable young man, the Duc de
Coigni's 8one « o oI am to go to his chateau to spend
gome btime with him whenever we meet in France. o « «

I do assure you that when I go (o Martinique I am roe

ceived as _well, if possible betier than I should be
at peace,

The scqualntances made as the result of the Anericean
Revolution were the spring board which thrust Lord Edwverd ine

4o contact with ideas of the Prench Reveolution. It is

11Xbi&p3 Kg PP gg*Boﬂ

lﬁlbidvs‘xi PBhe 33‘3&'
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most noteworthy that one of thﬁ French officera with whom
Lord Edward became acquainted was General La?&yatha,lB The
consequence of the friendship is quite.aﬁidant. LaPayette
was the man who brought forward the Declaration of the Rights

of Men, the gospel of modern mankind,.

The more contact the Irishman had with the French the
betber he liked the French way of 1ife, When, therefore, the
traditional society of France was trodden underfoot during
the revolution begun in 1789, it wes &n eessy task for Lord
Edwerd to adaept hls way of thinking to that held by the ma jore
i1ty of the beloved French people., When the French ghouted
"Eauality, Brotherhood, and Fraternity," so could Fitzgerald.
Throughout the relationiBhips evidenced in his letters, Lord
Edwerd became condlitioned to the adaptation of French thought.
When, therefore, the opportunity was afforded for the Irish
noble to participate in the events of the French Revolution,
Lord Edwerd jumped at the chance, Stemming from his action
an important era of his life was born,

Lord Edward traveled to France onoe again in 1792, after
e military venture in Canada. During the stay "he imbibed
pnrinciples of & highly republigan c¢asts « « ‘nlu The decisions
reached and the esctions teken were momentous ones, The trip
to Paris was the result of a rapld decision, It was at the
oend of 1792 that France cast aside the last remnants of the

monarchy to place in its stead & republie, Lord Edward was

mlﬁ‘c, Teeling, A Personal Naerrative of the Irish
Peo &

» ey, James Gordon, History of the Rebellion in Ireland,
Pe 2756 -
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Punwilling to leose such a spectacle of moral and political
excitement, + « «7 He had te go to Paris to view the situation,
Therefore, without telling anyone of hié intentions, not even
his mobher with whom he was extremely close, Fitggerald went

to ?aria‘ls

The fact that he left home in such an urgent manner deme

onstrates that Lord Fdward desired to perticipate in French
eventa, The participation was the beginning of a series of
eulninating steps in the relations with the French, Onde in
Paris, Fitzgerald showed the reason for the swifi journey,
He wrote his mother: "You and I have always had a proper
liking for the French character."}® 1In the next few days
after the letler was wrltten, the French character beocane
identical with that of the Irishman,

Lord Bdward was in Parls but a short time before he idenw
tified himself with the Repﬁblioans. Although he 414 not like
the barbarous actions of the messes, he was in complete aymw
pathy with the ldess of freedom which they proclaimed, It
was Lord Edward's hope that a better-mannered group would
aoon rise to lesdership positions from which the masses could
be aantralled.17

At 211 times the Irishman increased his comradcship with
the republicen leaderg of France. On October 30, 1792, he

wrote his mother: "I go & great deal to the As:embly;--they

15“003‘6, OPe m" Iy Pe 168,
léIbi,d-, I, Pe 1754
l?The.Qife and Times of Lord Edward, p. 14l.
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imppove much in ﬁpeaking."la More than improved epeaking
ability, however, csme “row the assoclabion with the repub-
licens, Filtzgerald's thousht becsme wnore &eéply steeped in
the principles of revolubion, |

By the middle of November, 1792, the Irish lord ovenly
fenongtreted the offect which the visilt to FPrance had had
upon Rinm.  An article telling of an essenbly meetling for the
purpose of celebrating the French triumphs appeared in the
nevapapcrs of Peris and London, Althoogh the neeting had
been planned originally only for British subjects, 1t was
~ttended by representatives from a variety of countries and
by deputles of the Frenech Convention, Lord Bdward proposed
e Hpast thab the patriotlc spirit demonstrated so recently
be trensferred to all citizens of the world, After Censral
Tillon propossd a toast to the effect that the Irish peopls
ghould profit from the example sot forth by the French, Lord
Edvard Fitégarald and Sir Robert Smith, both British subjects,
renounced thelr titles, then drank a toest to "the speedy
ebolition of all hereditery titles snd feudal diatinatigms.“lg

News of the avent caused quite a stir in England, Bee
cavsge of Lord Edwsrd's behavior, he was immediately dismisced
from the army;ag The Irishman's sctions were taken by Englighe

men tu mean that FPitzgerald had become completely submerszed in

18!“1091’3, }?R’o cit;, I, Pe 17140
9Ibides, I, pp. 172=173.
201bi&', I, Pa 1820'



the Frencih: inbtellectual ourrentqgl
Pron a different standvoint, the effect of Lord Edward's
renunciation was one which bhrought French admirahion, AllL
avents led to greater popularity for the Irishman, After dige
avowing nis title, Fltzgerald "wes & constant visitor at the
numerons public assemnblies that took place; and very shortly
bacams Tron this clrcumsteace, one of the most popular
charschers in Paris,”ag
Hot only did Lord Edward i-press the French, he was in
1ike manner impressed by their ideas, In a letiter written
labte in 1792 from Peris bto his wother, the Irish noble stateds
I an delighted with the manner they feel their suceas
gic]t no fonlish boasting or arrogsnce at itj--but
tizputing all to the greatnes: and goodnessa of their
cause, and sceming to rejoice more on account of its
elffects on Europe in general than for their own ine-
dividual glory. Thkis, indeed, i the turn every idea
hers seems Lo tokes 81l their pamphlets, all their
pieces, all thelr songs, extol their achievements
but as the effect of the principle they are contending
for, and gejnicm at thelr suocess as the triuwph of
humanitye<c
Residence in France during the era of the Revolution, an
age a0 revered by the Frenchmen, gave Lord Edward a fresh

, . 2
snergy with which to Tight for the cause of Irish fr@admm.“h

2lpemonstrating the way in which membera of Parliament
regarded Lord Edward, in a letter dated January 23, 1795, John
Beresford writing to Mr, H, Clements stated that "Young Egalite"
hed made "a wild and wicked speech," See the Correspondence of
John Beresford, II, p. 6,

221omen M'Cormack, ed., The Irish Rebellion of 1798, p. 136,

23moore, 0p. cltey I, Ds 1Tk

&Taﬁling, QQEG Qitgy 33. 11-;24“
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So great g devotee to French principles did Lord Edward be-~
sone thot he married a Prench women who, &8 a conbamporary
wrobe, "had nothing to recommend her to him, but the extrave
acance and malignity of her republican prinaiplas.“a5

Pamela, the bride of Fitzgerald, was reared by the cele-
spated Contesse de G@nlia,zé 8 woman who was & great sdmirer
of tlie principles of republicanisms Although the young French

ad 1lived iun England during the early part ef the Freneh

Jeveiution in order to avoid the terrors of that event, she
roturaed $o France shortly after Lord Bdward's arrival in
?xrza.ﬁ? Through clever manipulation of events, Madame de
Genllis was sble to bring the itwo young people together, Once
Fibzgerald had wet Famela, he became & constant aam@anion.ge

Within a month after their meeting, on the first day of
Deoeubery, 1792, Lord Edward snd Pamela were married at Tournay. 29
Itiustrating the republican cast of the affair, many of the

s ests were chief among the lsadors of the ideas of liberty,

Q}Robarﬁ Mugprave, Memolrs of Different Rebellions in

Irelend, L, pe 370

QéTh@ra has been much speculation about the birth of Pane
ele, ¥Wo actual record of her birth has been found, Mozt feel
tiet Mfadame de Genlis was the actual mother of the ehild, the
father most definitely b&ing the Duke of Orleans, The important
tning is that the peeple who reared Pamels caused her to
sssoclate with republican principles, The consanguinal ties
are reilatively insipgniflicante

2{The Life and Times of Lord Edward, p. 143
M\ KROore, 0D Qit” I_,; Ps 1{8¢

I ‘%
““‘For & complete description of the marrlage ceremony, 8see
Honre, 0D ¢it., I. pe 179.
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eguelity, and fraternity. One of the witnesses of the
merriace was M, de Chartres, later king of France, On the
merriase contract were names such as Perdinand Joserh Doresg
Lonia Philippe Foalite, the Duke of Orleanss Silvestre lerysg
and the Dike of Leinster and his DuehéaBsSQ

Dne to Pamsla's upbringing, the marriage symbolized the
unlon of Lord Bdwerd with republican idenls, There were many
sourees from which the young Prench woman derived her politie
cel principles, Chief anong them, however, wes thet stemming from
Madanme de Genlis! interests., Because of the Contesse, Pamela
wos gurrounded by republican idesas:

Medame de Genlle was then an admirer of the Constitutent

Assembly-~Pamela participated in her enthusiasm for

liberty; and every Sunday the members of thet assembly

met at Belle-chssse, Barrere, Petion, and David, were
congstantly at her soirees, snd there, in the presence
of thess young girls [Pamela and the other girls for
whom Modame de Genlis was seting as tubor] aagiﬁualy
discussed the important questions of the daye-*

Other people also served to incileate republican prine
ciples inteo Pamela's mind, She was the daughbter of the Dule
of Orlieans, & man who, along with his two sons, the Duke of
Chartres and the Duke of Montpensier, “warmly dspmuaed“ the
principles of the French Revnlution.32 It would be futile

to atiempt to determine the degree with which Pamels had been

36"&&#@ Edward Fitzgerald," Littell's Living Age,
19z (January 9, 1892): 102,

3lrhe Life and Times of Lord Bdward, p. 150,

321pid,
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ingtilled with the principles of revolution due to the
family in which she grew up, No one can doubt, however,
that the impact was & great one,

Any of the revolutionary idess which Pamela had were
easily passed to Lord Edward due to the fact that he was
deenly devoted to his petite French bride.>3 In Pamela's
nind there was bubt one theme~-Ireland--snd one ambitionew
glory for Edward, Because of her sttitudes and goals, Pame
sla entered into all of Lord Edward's activities in order
to attain her &asires.Bh Unifying the baéie goals which Pam=
ela held Tor her husband with the republican prineiples which
nad been her companions for many years, it is easily seen that
if Pamela was able to get Lord Edward to participste in a
revolution in Ireland, all of her goals would find satisfection,
The marrisge was, therefore, the culminastion of the relatione
ships between the French people and Lord Edward Fitzgerald,

Recognizing the significance of the marriage, Horacse
Walpole, in a letter written Jenuary 0, 1793, to the Countess
of Upper Ossory, said: "Lord Edward is certainly married to
Panela. » o o"3° The phrase denoted an attitude of concern,
The Countess had evidently questioned Mr, Walpole as to ths
validity of a rumor which she had heard. The English who knew

33Tealing, in his A Personal Narrative of the Irish Rebel-
lion, page 150, stated about Lord Baward: "He possessed the hand
and affections of the aﬁiable Pamela, and in this he felt that
he possessed kingdous,'

M1bid., p. 151
35H. Walpole, Letters of Walpole, XV, p. 175.
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Lord Edward realized that the Irishmen was wmoving ever closer
to open rebellion,

On January 2, 1793, Lord Edward and Pamela traveled [rom
Paris to London where they resided with Edwardt's mother, There
they stayed for over three weeks, then traveled on to Dublin
on January 25,36 Lord Edward was a much difTerent person in
1793 than he had been just a few months before. In character,
he was a complete Frenchman., He cropped his hair, walked in
the streets rather than ride in a carriasge, and despised his
title. Me sald that he felt "more pride in being on & level
with his fellow citizens."37

The arrival in the capital city of Ireland could not have
been more perfectly planned. All matters were in a turméil.
The demands for reform which had burdened the history of eighe-
teenth century Ireland were beglnning to be formulated into
some type of expreasian.38 Lord Edward, with his republican
principles, was a ey prospect for leadership in the reform

attenpts.

Béﬁaar&, op. ¢it., I, pp. 184-185,

3Ttne Life and Times of Lord Edward, ps 15k,
38Furthar explanation of this aspect of the career is

found in chapter VI, a chapter devoted to the environmental
gsotbing of the revolutionist,
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LORD EDWARD FITZGKRALD'S ASSOCIATES:
THE ENGLISH SPEAXIEG PEO’LE

The second group of people important for the develop=~
ment of Lord Edward's revolutionist principles were the Enge
lish spealing people, consisting of his immediste lamily,
his English relatives, end his American acquaintances, Of
the three, by far the most important was the third group.

The other btwo, nevertheless, were of significance for the
total developnent of the revolutionist charscter,

As has already been pointed out, Lord Edward and his
nother were extremely close. Both appreciated the French
mind, In faet, the Duchess was responsible for Lord Edward's
French contescts, Besides this, however, the Fitzgerald fame
ily hed always been characterized by liberal and patriotiec
f@elinga‘l

0f the English relatives of the family, the most il.portant
was Lord Edward's cousin, Charles James Fox, a man who flerce-

1y fought against English intervention in the affairs of Amarica,a

lrord Clonclurry, Personal Recollections of the Life and
Times of Valentine Lord Clonclurry, Ds 157s

2Throughout the American Revolution Fox acted as the
opposition to the Administration, He felt that all people
should be governed according to their will upon Americals
decleration of independence, Fox urged England to yield to
the ‘ust situation. Throughout his totel career, the right of
5 people to determine thelr form of government was part of
tig creed. See Sir Lewis Namier and John Brooke's, The louse

Gommons 175L=1790, II, pe L57.

b <orshin
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By the time the French Revolution broke out, Fox still held

to the liberal attitude. Evidence of Lord Hdward and Charles
Fox's concurrence of opinion regarding the meaning of the
French situstion was provided by Fitggerald in a letter written
from London during the latter part of 1792, Lord Edward wrote
to his mother: "I dined with Charles Pox, Saturday, on conming
to townj;~-he was quite right about all the good French news,

Is it not delightful?"3

Though the relatives provided the foundstion for the
building of & revolutionery spirit, it wes the Americans who,
along with the French, finally constructed the revolutionist,
The Irishman learned both from the example of American socl-
ety in general, and from the American political philosopher,
Thomas Paine, in particular. The iwmportant associations with
the Anericans occupied nearly identically the same period of
Fitzgerald's life as did the most important associations with
the French.

The first direot contact with the Americans came during
the American Revolutionary War., Fitzgerald fought on the side
of the British ageinst the Americans, against principles for
which he later died, To some individuals, the first contacts
between Lord Edward and the Americans indicate a paradoxiocal
nature of the man, One could interpret the participation in
the struggle against the Americans as indicating that his lorde
shipﬁwas not a true lover of liberty,u Such was not the case,

however, as shall be shown.

3}{001‘8, E_EQ Oit., I, pQ 1690

hnev, J. OtConnor, Uistory of Ireland, I, p. 102,
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Others, nen who have felt that Lord Edwerd's love for
liberty was true, have written that the American Revolution
had absolutely no significance for the development of revo-
lutionist principles.s The fact is, however, that therc was
mueh in the American colonies which later showed up in Lord
Edward's thought, The impact of the American experience did
not resch its :reatest expression until Lord Bdward's polite
ieal thought had matured to the point that the Irishman was
able to see the parallel aituations existing in Ireland and
the American colonies,

Several phenomena left a deep impression on Fitzgerald.
Pirst, he saw a courageous people struggling for liberty from
oppression, Second, he saw an "unwavering devotion and pere
severing courage" displayed by the Americens, Third, Lord
Edward seaw that the weal, insignificant nation was able to
defent & state wnlch poassesgzed abundant pawar.& Viewing Ire-
land ten years later, Fitzgerald saw & condition not unlile
that which had existed in the American colonles, He felt
that with the sdaptation of the same traits which the Americans
had evidenced, the Irlish could break the bonds which held them

just as tightly es those which had bound the Anericans,

5xn the commentary which he Erevided for the lettera of
Lord Edward, Thomas Moore wrote: It haes often been asserted
that Lord Edward's adoption of republican principles is to be
traced back to the period when he first served in America. .
The supposition, however, will be found to have few grounds,
even of probability, to support it.," Moore, op. git., I, Pe Jie

«< »

brhe Life and Times of Lord Edward, p. 48,
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Immedlately after Cornwallis's surrender, the British
forceg were transferred to the West Indies where Lord Edward
gerved on the staff of General D'Hare at St, Lucia.! For the
time being, all connection with the Americans was lost. The
next relationship, however, proved to be more immediate in
the results which it brought. The next groups with whom the
Irishmen associated were the Canadians and the American Indians,

In the firat half of 1788, Fitaperald decided to rejoin
hiz regiment than stationed in New Brunawick. In may of the
gsane year, his lordship set foot on the North American con-
tinent once again.8 The impressions gained due to the venture
revolutionized much of Lord Edward's thought, |

In a letter written to his mother, the Irish noble stated
that except for wanting to see the members of his immediate
family, he had no desire to return home, Canadian socliety fase
ginonted him, In Canads, Lord Edward saw many elements which
had republican ideals ass & basze, In the letter, ho wrote:

The equality of everybody and of their manner of life

e o« ol like wvery much, here are no gentlemen, Every-

body is on an equal footing, providing he works and

Eantg Ecthing. Every man is Qxactly what he cag nake

himsell, or has made himself by industry. « . «

Esagon for the tendency to regard,highiy the Cenadian society
can be easily seen, Lord Edward hluself expressed it when

he wrote: "The Canadians are good people,--very like the

7}‘;’.’00}?9, She citt, I’ De 28,
8Tayior, op. Sibe, pPs 73

9Ibid., p. 78,
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French, and of course I like them," 19

The ideas manifested in Cenadian society were in direct
conflict with the traditional Irish soclety of which the
Fitzgerald family was a participant, Holding to the ideas
contained in the =bove letter Lord Edward was alienated from
his homeland, If, however, the gituetion in Irelend could
have been made identical to that in Cenada, the Irish noble
would have been happy. The only foreseeable way for the
change to be wrought weas through revolution. Only maturation
of thought was needed in order to bring Lord Edward to the
logical hypothesis.

Besides the ecivilized members of the Canadian soclety,
the Indlan tribes of the ares also made important conbtributions
to Lord Bdward's republican tendencies, There was no more
complete adaptation of republican principles to a community
than that found in prigitive tribal 1ife, During August,
1788, Fitzgerald wrote his mother:

If it were not that the peorle I love and wish to

live with are civilized people, and like houses, &ec,,

&eey I really would join the savages; and leaving ali

our fictitious, ridiculous wants, be what nature ine

tended we gi.ould be, UJSavages have all the real happie
ness of life, without any of those inconveniences, or
ridi-ulous obstacles to it, which custom has intro-
duced among us, They enjoy the love and company of

their wives, relations, and friends, without eny 1Yiarw
ference of interests or ambition to separate them,

10?‘5001’@3 E*_Ea Qitl; I, P m30

1l1v1d., I, p. 91.
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Whether or not the Canadlan adventure was the first ex-
perience which Lord Edward had with the idea of the "noble

" .

savage 1is unknown , +2 Nevertheless, the trip did provide him
with physical manifestation of the perfect republican society
if the ideas of Rousseau had penetrated Lord Bdward's thought,

He wos even nore tled to the idea ﬁhen one of the Indian tribes
formall: adopted tie Iriahman.l3 The action served in nearly
he same capaclty as the marrinsce of Lord Edward to Pamelat

By the marriage cersmony, Lord Edward was symbolicelly united

with French thought. By the adoption ceremony, Lord Edward

was uwnited to the promulgetion of the primit&va‘life.

Although the events whieh the Irish noble had witnessed
during the American Revolution and during the trip to Canada
hed made o tremendous impact on his political thought, some
fores was needed to bring all the elements together into the
form of & mature philosophy. One man, an Anerican, provided
Lord Edward with the mold Irom which the-philosophy eould bg cast.
The men was Thomes Paine, The Tamed writer united the ideals

gained in America with those gained in France in order to produce

12mme noble savage idea, of course, was not a new one.
Burope “ecame acqueinted with the thought through the writings
of Jean Jecques Rouaseaun, Since the French writer was one
of the most popular men of the era of the Freneh Revolution,
it is altogether possible that Lord Bdward had read certain
of Rousseau's works,

13me cerempny consisted of the tribal chieftan statings
"I, Pavid Hill, Chief of the 8ix Nations, give the name of
Eghnidad to my friend Lord Edward Fitzgerald, for which I .
hope hehgill remember me a8 long &8s he lives," Moore, opi cit.,
I, e 1 ° -
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an iw&iviﬁﬁalywﬁa waa sabialie. with nothing less than oo
sloke relori

Tronng Peine was a man whose writings bad worldewide
songoguence, Everywhere there was a need for reform, the

Loepican priloaospher orovided inspiretions After the sublie

cetion of The Riph

of Hany Poline's idess "begen to be the

‘‘‘‘‘

favourite thems ol all the discontented in “urope,” Hspecially
auong the Irish, the dlstribatlion of Palne's wirtings was
ﬁfﬁatﬂlﬁ :

Hany Irishmen who sorved es lesders of the independenoce
aovemont ow Thomes Pelne, In a seotlion devoted $o Hapch
firaty seomd, end third, 1797, Wolfe Tone, the nan nost
ingtoumental in develuping the Irish rebellion, wrote in hls
tournalt "I ave been lately iaﬁrﬁaaaéﬁ to the Lfamous ?ﬁamaa
Palne, and ilke him very well,"l?

Anpther Irish lender, Danlel O'Connell, listed in hie
isurnel es sne of the “ooks which he had read during his
twonty-Tirst and twentyeseventh birthdays az belng Paine's
4.0 of Rosaondl® Fitzgerald's famous Bnglish cousin, Charles
Tmmes Pox, was ccquainted with the American writer.*! Since

fhe lapect of the ldeas propounded by the American political

Uinobert C1irford, Appl: Heuolrs, Pe Te

ilography of Wolfe % 1Ty pe 109,

'1ﬁArthuﬁ_%ﬁuatﬁn, Daniel O'Connells fils Esrly Life end
ﬁ?gyna;, pe viil, ‘

My, 5, Wooduard, Zon Psine: Americae's

16, . ‘
5o1re Tone, The A
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philosopher was of 80 great signifiocance to other revolutionists,
the significance for Lord Edward was most assuredly great,

Lord Edward met Paine in France during 1792, It was
not until after the acquaintance that the Irishman began the
zealous voleing of republican principles, principles which
eventually led to the noblemants death, The two met at the
home of a Mr., Rlckman, a prominant host of republican leaders,
Nearly all the guests of Rlokman were individuals who espoused
republican ideas, Along with the name of Fitzgerald, the
guest list contained such names as William Godwin, author of
Political Justice; the dramatist Holoroft; Horne Tooke, a
professor of advanced ideas; and Mary Wollstonecraft, engagad'
in writing the work related to the Rights of Women,18

On Tuesday, October 30, 1792, Lofa Edward wrote from
Paris to his mother, Dating the letter, he used the term
first year of the Republic," denoting his captivation with
French thought, Much more important, however, the Irishman
stated that he lodged with the American, Thomas Paine; then
wrote: "The more I see of his interior, the more I like and
respect h&m.“19 The two rogaed together until Lord Edward
had to leave France because of the war,ae Fitzgerald's

18’1‘513‘101*. op. git.. p. 111,

Y¥%4oore, op. git., I. pp. 170=-171.
201‘300&‘1‘92’&1‘@, ‘92, m., po 2“80
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admiration for the American grew constantly, In Palne, the
Irishman saw "a simplicity of manner, a goodness of heart, and
a strength of mind" not previcusly viewed in any sharaater,zl
The purpose which the American writer was to serve was
an imnmense one: he was the men who provided the plans upon
which a revolution could be built, Although some have stated
that Pitzgerald went to Paris in 1792 for the deliberate pur-
poge of enlisting Paine*s guldance in planning a rebellion
in Ireland,?? there is nothing is the writings of Lord Edward
which suggests such an idea, 6nne in Paris, however, the Irish
noble did depend on Palne "to frame a plan of internal organi
zation® for the Irish Rebellion to take place with the appear-
ance of the Prench fleet,23 Fitzgerald told his Ameriocan
roommate th&t if the volunteers in Ireland were gilven the
opportunity to exist ag a group for only three months, the
revolution in Ireland would undoubtedly be successful, Paline,
therefore, did everything possible to get active French support
for the Irish.za
Due to the rapildly growing relationship between the Irish=
man and the American, it was no mere coinclidence that Paine
was close by when, on Hovember 18, 1792, at Philadelphia House

2lraylor, op. cit., p. 114,
225, 0. Aldridge, Man of Reagon, p. 177.

“%. 5. H. Lecky, England in the Eig
p. 237,
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in Paris, Lord ZRdward renounced his title.z5 His lordship, it
will be remembered, lost his position in the army due to the

26 The friendship with Paine was a costly one,

action,
Another aspect of the relationship between the Irishman
and the American which cannot be discounted 1s the possibllity
of a tie between the two due to comnections with the Freew
magonry Movement, Loréd Edward was a %ason.27 Although Paine
was not a memher of the Masonic Order, he was deeply interested
in the group. 1In his An Essay on the Origin of Freemasonry,
the American demonstrated a vast knowledge of the fratarnity.za
There was also the possibility of a comnection with the Masonic
tles of the Duke of Orleans, however, little can be sald about
any of the relations, The only reason for mention is that it
indlcates another possible influence which the assoclates of

Lord Edward had upon hinm,

25‘&0@&1‘:&1‘:}. wp. git., p. 281,
zéﬁaore. op. git., p. 182,
271, Ellis and J, Turquan, La Belle Pamela, p. 248,

283, g, Mackey and E, Hawkins, "Thomas Palne," An Encyclo=-
peedia of Freemasonry, II, p. 541,
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LOBD EDWARD'S ABILITIES

The combinaetion of rznublican principgles wlth certailn
abilities and skills resulted in the final production of
Lord Edward's revolutionist character, There were two prome
inent ways in which the Irish lord was ably sulted for leaderw
ghip in a revolution: He had a personality such tha® he was
able to win support for the ideaz in which he bellieved, He
had knowledge of military 1life,. In the first capacity, Lord
Edward served as a rallying poet for the countryside, He
conld casuse others to participate willfully in rebellion,
The second outstanding characteristic was one which is of
vital importance to any rebellion predicated on the need for
forceful overthrow of the existant government, Few men have
the knowledge requlred for the defeat of opposition troops.
Such was the case in elghteenth century Ireland, Lord Rd-
ward, hence, was capable of serving a major part in the up-
rising,

Along with the above mentioned skills, the training
which Lord Edward had experienced in pollitical life was of
great consequence, He had served in the Irish Parliament
for & number of yearsg, during the period between the end of
the American Revolutlon and the begimning of the Irish Rew
bellion, This long politlical training had convinced Fitz-

gerald that "concessions to popular demands were not gained



by constitutional agitation."i The only method whish brought
resultas vwae revolution, By turning to & study of the histories
of Ireland and Americs, Lord Edward ¢0u1d conclude that Irelendts

logical course was to follow America's leading.2

Through
applicatipn.af all aspects of his personality structure, Lord
Idward had the potentlal for the effecting of the desired reve
olution,

EZveryone who came into contact with the Irish noble recw
ognized the attractiveness of Fltzgerald's personality. Oute
glde of the immediate family, many people with aristocratic
ties spoke about Lord Edward, In 1782, during the American
Revolution, the young officer disobeyed orders by leaving
camp without permission in order to pursue the eneny, Al-
though his adjutant-general could have pressed the 1ssue and
have meted out severe punishment to Lord Edward, nothing much
came from the event, Fie superior officer wrote: "It was
1mpogétble to refuse the fellow, whoge frank, manly, and ine
genuous manner, would have won over a greater tyrant than

nyself, >

1J. G, owift, "The Irish Rebelllon, A Diary of One Hunhe
dred Years Ago," The Freeman's Journal, May 19, 1898,

zIt ig interesting in this regard to consider a state-
ment made by Henry Grattan durlng 1782, He sald: "Shall the
colonists of Amerioca be free and the loyal people of Ireland
slaves? llo~-I mow the gentlemen of th1§ sountry tg well,
I know they won't submit." See Papers of James Madison, ed,
W, T, Hutchinson and W, ¥, Rachal, Vol, 1V, D. %330., oiting
The Pennsylvania Journal, March 1782,

3§§g Lives and Times of the United Irishmen, "Lord Edward
Fitzgerald,” p. 17.
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Several years later, on August 8, 1791, the american
ninister to France during the Terror, Gouveneur MHorris, met
Lorl Edward Fltzgerald at a dinner with the Sritish Embassa-
dressg, f%ven though the scqualntance was a short one, the.
Azerican realized the winning personallty of the young men,

Morrls wrote in his dlary: ¥is i8 & pleasant, sensibdle young

man.”u

The above mentioned men, however, did not play any role
in the Irish revolt, They serve only to illuritrate the power
vhich the Irishman could have on other people, HMoving to the
revolutisnary scene, recognizing the role which lLord Edward's
personality was capable of playing, Relnhard, a Frenchman who
was responsible for the initial diplomatic dealinge between
Prance and Ireland, after meeting Lord Edward in Hamburg, Gerw
many, in 1796, wrote that the young Irishman was "{ncapable
of falsehood or perfidy, frank, energetic, and likely to be
a useful and devoted instrument, , . .”5

In his estimation, Reinhard was wholly correct, Throughe
out the Rebellion, the character of Lord Tdward'was the noblew
man's most important asaset, Because of the winning personality,
the Irish people venerated the man, Wolfe Tone, the great
Irish leader, wrote at the time of Pitzgerald's capture: #I
knew Pitzgerald but very little, but I honor and venerate his

b5, ¥orris, A Diary of the Fremch Revolution, II, p. 236,

SLeeky, op. oit., VII, p. 237, citing Reinhard to De la
Croix, 29 floreal, an iv (P. ®, 0.},
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sharacter, whish he has uniformly sustained, and, in this last
instanece, iliuatrata&.”s Hfost important, however, the masses
of Irelend posgsessed "unbounded confidenceY in Fitzger&}d and
*personal attachment” teo hi&.? A revolution must obtain the
suppert of the common man, or his representatives, in order to
succeed, Lord Ddward obtained that support., The problem is
that of deteraining why the Irish leaderis personality wes

so appealliny to the people, The answer lies in the considere
ation o Tilve tralts possessed by Fltzgerald, He was snergetic,
COUTBEEDUS, sonfident in others, patricotloc, and religious,

The commorn man llked the manner in which the traits were come
bined in one individual,

It ia, of course, diffioﬂl%’ta geparate many of the
traits, but for the sake of analysis, each shall be considered
as a separate entity. At all times, therefore, the reader

musgt attempt to see the interrelatlonshlps exieting between
the several ltenms,

Hecalling the statement made by the Prenchman Reinhard,
upon hiz meeting with ?itzgeralﬁ. one of the terme used in
desoriving the Irishmants character was ”en@rgatie.*a Everyw
one was impressed by the active spirit of the man, Once the

5&0&%, op. git., II, p. 32%,

‘leeling, &p. cites p. 14,
-
ﬁEA@@?“Wg loc, 2;‘_'
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rebellion was begun, 1t was essential thet the lesdership
pogsess the gquallity of rapid adaptation to a fluld situation,
No task could become a burden which would depress the outlook
of the rebels., The common man needed a leader who could keep
gpirits high, who could infuse new hope into situations whioch
seened hopeless, The morale of the warriors had to be kept
uplifted if eny degree of success was to be exnected., Lord
Edwa?ﬁ, dune to the faot that he was osapable of providing the
above meﬁessitiss, was selected as the chlef military leader
of the revelution,?

To the end of hiz 1life, lord REdward demonstrated the
guelity of snergetic leadership, ZEven in those last weeks of
hiz 1vfe when death was always oclose by, when the Irishman
had 4o maintain himself in a state of hiding, he never allowed
hinzelf to demonstrate to others & sense of despalr. At all
times, he meintalned high, joyful spirtits,i®

Just as important as the above trait, Lord Edward's
personal bravery inspired the populace, The quality, like physe
jcal strength, is one whioch proves to the common man that an
individnal 1s capadble of leadership, T&e lesder must be willing
to stand up sgainst all the foes which beset the revolutionary
cause, By o doinz, he gzains the respect of the followers,
since they experience vicarlously the sauc evente as does the

leader, The leader who is courageous instills the same quality

9nev, J. Gordon, History of the Rebellion in Ireland, p. 76,

%%, L. vadden, Ihe United Lrishmen, II, p. 405.
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within his followers,

Lord Edward exemplified the ideal of the common man,
*In the hour of peril he was calm, sollected and brave.“11
An example of his lordship?s bravery was an event which ooncurred
a few months prior to the Rebellion: Lord Edward happened to
ride across a field where some British troops were camped, He
wore 8 green neskoloth, the symbol of Irish nationalism, When
some four or five of the British officers saw the garment, they
immedlately ordered the Irishman to remove 1t, Instead of come
plying with the request, Lord Edward reborted that 1f the neck
cloth was removed, it would have to be removed by one, or all,
of the British officers, Not one of the Engl&shmﬁn accepted
the challenge. Lord Edward won a viectory which caused the
populace to admire him greatly,l?

Stemning from the quality of courage, the attitude of
oconfldence pervaded all of Pltzgeraldts thought, No leader
can be effeotive unless he demoustrates to his followers
that he bellsves in the rightness of hlg sauss, When the
leader is confldent, the followers are insplred to overcone
obstacles which may szeem insurmountable, The quality, there=
fore, works hand in hand with coursge.

Although the confldence displayed by Lord Rdward wazs a
powerful instrument in the achievement of suoccess, of greater

consequence was the Irishmant's dlsplay of confildence in others,

Yreeling, op. oit., pp. 143-14k,
12510nc1urry, op. eit.., p. 154,
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Just as 1s the case with all men, the rebels who followed
Lord Edward were highly desirous of their leaderts approval,
He waa frank and candid with them,13 He told them what itenms
he approved, and which items caused him displeasure, At all
tinmes, however, Pitzgerald gained the trust of others by pla-
cing cenfidence in the abllity of the followers to chooce the
proper eourgeeia

T. A, Emmet, one of the Irish revolutionists, in & hearing
before the Secret Committee of the House of Commons, on August
14, 1798, said:

‘1 knew Lord Edward right well, and have done a
zreat d2al of business with alm, and have alwayo

fﬁmnd. when he had a reliance on the integvity and

talanbs of the perysoun he socted with, he wag one ¢f the

mast persuadable men alive; but 1f he thought a man
naant ﬁiahanaﬁty mf«unfalrly ty him, he wasg s ob-
stinate as a mule,
™Mrough suchk sharacteristics, Fitzgerald was able to maintain
hiz leadership position,

The basle for Lord Fdward's confidence in the sause for
whilch he fouzht was directly tied to his personal sonvistions,
Allied wilth the republican idesls whish he held s¢ dear, the
Irish noble was intensely patriotic., Lord Clonelurryr, & close

friend, wrotes

s T .
oleeling, 4 2
{hereafter, Persona

iﬁ'cn ”{\eelingﬁ 5%'2521 m 52_11_8. ngﬁgﬂ.&l E&rmt& ?ﬁg Pe 8&5

'o511vert, gp. oi.. p. 189,

‘ r?a 1va .

ative the Irish Zebeliion
§ :ae. i
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It was no prompting of a vulgar ambition that ime

pelled Edward Fitzgerald, but s strong conviction

at first that Ireland could neither be free nor

prosperous unless the legislature was purified, and

her people made equal in the eye of the laws and.

afterwards, when the hope of effecting these reforms

vanished, a belief that no remedy remained but a

separation from England, and a committal of her 16

destinles to her own guldance, for good or evil,

In another place, Lord Clonclurry sald that Lord Edward
exemplified the man who had a compassionate heart, & fim
courage, and a vigorously patriotic spirit, "His love of
country was a principle, which he strove to carry into practice
with the earnestness which actuates a thoroughly consclentious
man, when he fights in a war of opinion for the cause he
believes to be risht.“17

The feeling of patriotism or nationalism was one of
extreme importance during the latter part of the eighteenth
century Irish history. The country finally felt a unity whioch
had been lacking at earlier times., It was, therefore, easy
for a man who played on patriotic sentiments to gain a
following, The common men was able to look to Lord Edward
for physical manifestation of principles dear to every Irish
mq

Perhaps just as important for the securing of position
were Lord Edward's religlous beliefs, Although the men of the
oontinent had often struek shattering blows to traditional

religious ideas, Ireland maintained its faith in Christlanity.

1ﬁclonelurry. op. goit.., p. 151,
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Although the majority of the population was Roman Catholio,
the spirit of religlious division quleted down after both
Catholic and Protestant were united under effective lsaderw
ship, Nevertheless, the common man held religious ideals

to be a8 characteristic mandatory for any leader, Lord Edw
ward was a nmember of the Church of Englanﬁ.ls He firmly
accepted all Protestant doctrine and recelved much respect
for hies stand, The immense importance of the religious views
wag descirbed by his friend Lord Clonclurry:

These religious feelings, acting in combination with

his strong love of country, and anxious desire to re-

lieve the sufferings of his fellow-countrymen, im-

pressed upon his patriotism a character of solemn ene

thusiasm that supplied the place of commanding talent,
and well fitted him for influencing men., It is to this
pecularity, that the veneration which still attaches
his name inléralanﬁ, 12, in a great degree, to be
attributed,

Due to the relationships which existed between the leadere
ghip and the followers, the movement had a much greater im~
petus than would have ordinarily been the mas@.zg Desoribing
the reason for the populece's admiration for the Irish lord,
along with describing the total personality of the man, one
of the rebels wrote:

The rank, the talent, the virtues, and disin-
terested patriotism of Lord Edward Pltzgerald dis-
tinguished him, in the estimation of his countrymen,

as a man every way gqualified for the most ilmportant
trust and the boldest undertakings., Young, ardent,

ﬂam&eﬂ. %u Maf x:w p‘ hssﬂ
9c10nclurry, gp. git.. pp. 153-154,
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and enterprising; enthusilastic in his love of libertys

of devoted attachment to his country, and possessing

the most unbounded confidence in his countrymen in re-

turn; reared in the school of arms, and distinguished

for mlilitary sclence, he possessed all the gualities

to constitute a great and popular leader, and seemed

destined by nature for the bold and daring enterprise

to which an abhorrence of oppression, and the mmﬁi

lively sense of justice irrestidly impelled him,
The rebels were, in fact, so enthusiastic about their leader
that one of them ocomposed a poem dedicated to him, In content,
the composition desoribed the total career of the man, The
last stanza told of Lord Edwardt'e death:

No sculptur'd tomb to speak his doom,

In Erints land appears—-
But oht the brave Lord Edwargés grave
Iz watered with her tearsi

As the poenm denoted, the really greal measure of Lord
Fdward's role in effective and popular leadership was best
evidenced upon the death of the man, Elizabeth Lady Holland,
a relative of Fitzgerald, wrote: "Hies loss brought forth more
genuine, unfeigned tears of sorrow than would perhaps the death

of fifty other individuals,n> fhe Annual Reglster for 1798

recorded: "The death of a person of hls courage, zeal, and
consequence, with the apprehension of s8¢0 many of their chiefs,

declded, in a great measure, the fate of the whole party.zh

lreeling, Personal Narrative, p. 141,
22
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text of the poen,

m?m Holland, The Jourmel of Elizabeth Lady Holland, I,
p- L 3 .

2Y7ne Anmusl Register, XL (1798): 62,
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All accounts of the death of Lord Edward point to the
fact that a great part of the revolt was built around
the personality of the Irish hero, With his capture and sube
sequent death, the movement rapidly collap=zed,



v
LORD EDWARD'S MILITARY ABILITY

A second skill possessed by Pitzgerald was his military
ability. R, L. Madden, a man who mede a multi-volume study of
the United Irishmen, wrote about Lord Edward: %, , ,he was
a breve snd skilful [gio|soldier, well versed in his profession,
capable of attaining the highest eminence in it, . . .""

In 1796, Lord Edward began his association with the United
Iriﬂhmen.z Prior to that time he had had much preparation
for serviee in ass\ military capacity. As a second son of a noble,
Lord Bdward, according to the custom of elghteenth century g0~
clety, had no hope of sver seouring the position held by his
father-~the Duke of Leinster., The young Irishman was forced,
in effent, into the career which later he utilized in the attempt
to destroy the qaa&aty which gave him his position, HNearly
all of Lord Pdward's 1ife was devoted to military pursuite,-
After the family moved to France, yo-\mg‘ Pitzgerald began military
schooling, When the rest of the family returned to the home-
land, Lord Edward remained in Prance {0 maintain his studies,

In his letters to his mother, he spoke of the knowledge of

lwadden, gp. oit.. IT, p. 465,
%yoore, op. eif.. 1. p. 269. |
Steeling, Personsl Narrative, p. 14k,
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military life which he was ga&nmns.“

The first opportunity for spplication of the education
veeg that of service against the Americans in the American
Revolutionary War, In view of what later happened, it was
quite ironic that hies loxdship fought in that war, Lord
Edward, however, did not velunteer for service agalnst the
Anericans, Merely because his education had been along milie-
tary lines, Lord Edward desired gome sort of position in the
army, Where he served was of inocldental concern to him., When,
therefore, the position of & lieutenancy in the ninty-sixth
regiment, an Irish group, was offered to him, Fitzgerald
accepted, At the time of the securing of the pesitien, 1780,
the Irishmen had no idea where he was going to aarvei5 Since
soldiers were needed in Amerios; the British army sent the
young nobleman to that &aoaﬁlan.s

Prom the beginning of his military ocareer, Lord Edward
demonstrated telent, Others qulckly saw that the young officer
percelived situations easily, and when the conditions were
favorable, he took advantage of bheuw? Because of this

#Mwmg ‘%u m.. I.' P; 61

Swoore, 9p. git.. I, p. 8,

6An interesting sidelight to what followed later was the
fact that at a St, Patriek's day celebration in Dublin in 1780
& song was composed for the regiment of which Loyd Edward was
a part, In the song, the first stanza spoke of dislike for
the American causer "“Susocess to the Shamroock, and all those who
wear it; Be honor their portion wherever they gos, . . .50
Yankee keep off, or you'll soon learn your error, PFor Paddy
ghall prostrate lay every foe.,* R, L., Morris and H, Commager,

"Madden, gp.oit., II, p. 466,
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chayacteristic, Lord Edward was distinguished in the Amexrican
Zevolution by *his daring and intrepid courege, honour, humans
ity, oondonr, soldier-like deportment, and above all by hie
superior Xnowledze of military affairs.®® Lord mdward not
only demonstrated his abllity during the American conflict,

he also added to it, In America, a practical knowledge was
added to the theoretiocal principles whioh he had learned on
the Continent, Combining the two, Lord Hdwerd was able %o
from opinions concerning his vocational area which were well
in advance of the prevailing military ideas,’

Lord Rdward landed at Charleston, South Carolina during
the first few daye of June, i?@i. Lord Rewdon was in command
of the eity,1® Within a brief time, the young Irishman gained
zlory, At a battle at Monk's (reek there was the distinot
possibllity that the Ameriocans were going to deatroy or cap-
ture the baggage traln, the medical supplies, and the pay-
masterfs checks, Acbing quiokly, Lord Hdward destroyed the
bridge which orvased the orsek, By the action, the supplies
were seved from Amerioan zelgure, Due to the demonstration of
rapid perception and subsequent action, Pitzgerald was offered
the position as aide-de-camp on the staff of Lord Rawdon,l!

Although there were no other opportunities for praisgew

8W&mm, I. pp. 274275,
IMadden, op. cit., II, p. 465,
C%00re, op. git., I, p. 17.

1p44., 1, p. 20,



worthy deeds, the practical experience which Lord Edward
gained helped considerably in the molding of skills which
were to be utilized in the Rebellion of 1798, With the end
of the American war, the Irishman's military training ter=
minated for a while,

In 1786, Fitzgerald began his study of theoretical matters
once again., In the summer of that year, the Duke of Richmond
took Lord Edward on an inspgctlon of the islands of Guernsey,
Jersey, and other pieces of land in that area, All the ob-
servations added to Lord Edward's mental bank of military
knowledge.12 Each experience helped to round out the total
military character,

In the closing years of the same decade during which
Lord Edward had fought in the American Revelution, the Irish
lord returned to America; not to the United States, but to
Canada, The venture of 1788 proved to be of considerable value
to Pitzgerald, The contaot with the Indlans of Canada pro-
vided him with ideas whceih he later adapted for use in the
Rebellion, The Irishman looked at Indian warfare and saw that
the use of the bow and arrow had two purposes which he later
used: First, the use of the bow made the Indlans expert marks-
men, Second, through using the bow and arrow, the Indlans were
saved the expense of shot and powder, When the time ocame,
therefore, for Lord Rdward te attempt organization of the
foroeé of Ireland, one of the first items on the agenda was

that of training the people of Ireland in the use of the bow, 1>

121b;d.. I. ?o Mo
1BHoore. Memoirs, Journal, and Correspondence, VI, pp.
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By Pebruary 2, 1796, Lord Edward Fitzgerald openly ane
ticipated revellion, In opposing one of the provisions of the
Insurrection Act of 1796, the Irish noble sald that no action
on the part of the govermment except redress of public grieve
ance would quiet the grumblings of the people, Reform measures
would, he said, guarantee allegiance, Without such measures,
the people would rebel,l¥

It was at approximately the same time as that at which
the speech was given that Lord Edward joined himself with the
Society of the United Ir&shn&n.ls the revolutionary group which
intended to nutilize the skills possessed by the Irish noble,
The United Irishmen intended to oreate a republican form of
government in Ireland 'fanh&ed on the broadest prineiples of
religions liberty and equal rights, . . .“16
fore, a group which held ideas compatible with those of Lord
BEdward,

Fitzgerald was suited to fill a partiocular position within

It was, there-

the revolutionary group. He waszs the only member of the associ-
ation capable of commanding any sizeable group, No other man
had an adeéuato knowledge of the military profession., In this
regard, there was much opportunity for Lord Edward to gain

once again the glory which had been his during the Ameriocan

L. SNoore. The Life nd Death of Lord ierd Pitsgerald,
¢ P N o

151bid., 1. p. 269. |
lﬁriaees'gg Irish History, p. 77.
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Revolutionary War,

Allled with the winning personality and Fitzgeraldts
military ability, there was another reason for the selection
of Lord REdward as a leader., Because Ireland had been used
to submitting to aristocratic power, it was much to the
advantage of the insurrectionists to place a nobleman in
a top posltion, With a member of an aristocratic family at
the helm of the rebellion, the event appeared to be more just
than if all members had been from the lower classes, MWost im-
portant, nevertheless, were the military skills and the person~
ality possessed by Lord Eﬂward.17 The aristosratic position
merely helped to secure the leadership appointment.

Testifying to the value of Lord Edward's knowledge and
application of skills, T. A. Emmet, Irish revolutionist, when
questioned 1f Lord Edward armed and disciplined the people,
stateds "Lord Edward was a military men, and if he was doing
B0 he probebly thought that was the way in which he could be
most useful to the country. . . .“18 The statement tied to-
gether the two most important qualities possessed by Lord
Edward-~his patriotic zeal and his military skill,

In regard to the skills, it is worth mentioning that
although Lord Edward had been trained for the military, he
had had little opportunity to demonstrate the excellence of his
training. After the revolutionary war in America, the Irishman

II, P. 3

18g11vert, op. cit.. p. 189.

Qky, 32, eit., VIII, p. 6, See also Madden, op. egit.,
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had not participated in astual combat conditiona, He had
merely gained more theoretical knowledge, By serving as a
leader in the Irish Rebellion, he had the opportunity to uase
his highly developed skills,

To return to the consideration of the highly trained
military mind, one needs to look at the military ideas which
Lord Edward developed, Az a leader, he had to provide a syge
ten whereby the United Irishmen could triumph, The first con=
sideration, tharef&r@, was that of creating a system of rank,
Lord Edward elaborated a code of duties for his adjutant genw
erals., He sald that they should report to the executive at
least every second week, In the reports the following infore
mation had to be provided: the number of men in each regiment,
the qualifications of the officers, the locations at which food
stuffs could be acquired, the most strateglc spots in the area,
the people of the countryside who would be likely to willingly
ald the rebels, and the strength of the enemy within the area
controlled by the genermi.lg

By development of the above system, the rebels could have
been assured of a reasbmadble degree of success in each of the
areas in which they had an adequate number of troope. The system
osonceived by Lord Edward was an efflclent one. It demonstrated
his ¥nowledge of the need for efficlency of movement and coopere
ation between the various rebel groups if the rebellion was to

experience the same results as the American Revolution had,

19great Britaln, Report from b 's Gommittee (Dle
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Lord Bdward d4id not develop any highly systemized organe
izational set-up for the lower reank rebels, For them, however,
he did outline a program for quick movement of soldiers and
eagy transportation of weapons, Lord Edward did not want to
burden his rebels with heavy military equipment, The Irish
noble recommended as the chief weapon of the rebels a pike which
had a hollow handle to make it lightweight, The pike was long,
but could be broken down into two partk which could be strapped
to the shoulder when not in use, On the other shoulder, the
rebel was to carry either a bow and arrows, or a short rifle,

By doing thls, each man was able to keep his hands free for
elther close-hand-to-hand combat or ather tasks which might be
required of him, 20

Allied to the use of asmall weapons was Fitzgerald's plan
of tacties., In a paper found in his writing box after his cape
ture in 1798, an article wae found which contained a plan for
defeating she‘ging!e troops if they came to Dublin to put down
the insurreotion, In content, the military plans were quite
unorthodox., Pitzgerald sald that the narrowness of the streets
of Dublin prevented a large ﬁnmber of troops from partioipating
in actual b#&tle. He figured that only about sixty would be
in such a position as to be able to fire on the rebels, Through
rushing the front troops and battling them with pikes, however,
the Irish lord figured that the remaining troopes would become
completely disorganized, Adding to the moblike oondition of

20
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the soldiers, Pltzgerald urged the general populace to pelt
the British troops from above with bricks, atan@s, or any other
item which sould be thrown, Barriers were to be formed in the
streets, The populace was to arouse as much clamor asg possible
so that the BEnglish troops could not hear thelr orders., Through
such a method of atgack, Lord Bdward felt that any force which
wes sent against the rebels could be defeated with ease,2t
Unfortunately for the rebels, Lord Edward never had the
opportunity to apply the elaborate plans which he had worked
out, From the standpeint of this paper, however, the important
- thing iz that he was capable of devising 2 workable method of
attack for the Rebellion, The military skills of the Irish
lord acted to round out his revolutionist personality, He
had developed republisan princsiplez through his contacts with
various people, He had geen that the only way by which Ireland
would ever experience such reform as that mandated by the
republican ideale wes throuwgh revolution, Becsuse he had a
knowledge of military affairs and had a personality with which
to attrast others to the cause, Fitzgerald was a natural leader
for the rebellion in Ireland when, and if, that rebellion
should come,

2lpebeliton in Ireland, pp. 278-281.



v
LORD EDWARD'S ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

No matter how much an individual or a small group desires
revdlution, nothing of any consequence can ocour unless the
era ie ready for such an event, The thought which dominates
the times is also important for each revolutionist, Huch of
the material upon which he bullds his radical thought is found
in the happenings of the periocd during which he lives, In the
study of Lord Edward ?&txgarala. therefore, it is necessary
to determine the temperment of the times, for such was the
context within which the Irish noble ascted.

Throughout the whole of the elghteenth century a spirit
of rebellion built to ever greater heights in Ireland, Al-
though the greatest demonstration of the pent up feeling was
manifested &nring the gentury in which Lord Edward lived, there
had been earller axyresaiens of discontent. The Case of Ireland
written by ﬁaiymaaux during the seventeenth century was one of
the early writ&nsa whiah hs& a lasting impact., Later, great
pleces of lztazhtuxﬁ dauanatrataﬁ the Irish need for reform,
¥ith the works, the spirit of rebellion was kindled ever higher,

Herely living in poor conditions, however, doces not cause
a people to rebel, Tha‘gayulame must have reason for belleving
that thelr insurrection will be a success, Such an attitude

can be developed in 2 variety of waye; however, the two most
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important mesns are those of actually experiencing reform, or
seeing people in similar circumstances gain the,aeairaé"xnpr¢v~
ment. In the case of the.lIrlsh, both of these conditions exw
isted, Once the condition had been met and effesctive leader-
ship came forward, rebellion followed,

If one were to have viewed Ireland shortly after the begine
ning of the eighteenth century, he would have seen & land in
whioch everwthing appearsd to be calm, There were no violent
manifestations of desire for reform yet, there was a deep mrum~‘
bling within the Irlsh people. The dlssatisfaction was ree
flected in the literature of the era. The most prominent of
the literary figures was Jonathan Swift, a man who served as
inspiration for the rebels of the latter eighteenth cenmtury.

In 1724, Swift wrote the famous "Drapler's Letters,” a
selection addressed to all the people of Ireland, The Irish
writer stabtedr 9By the lLaws of God, of HNATURE, of HATIONS, and
of your own Countyy, you ARE and QUGHT to be as FREE a People
a8 your Brethren in Kngland,*1 This statement by Swift became
the thought which dominated Irish thought until the end of
the century. The Dean of St, Patrick‘'s, therefore, must be
considered ag a fundamental foundation for the later era.

In order for the Irish to be as their "Brethren in Eng-
land® reform measures had to be accomplished in three areas:

iﬁ. B, Horn and M, Ransome, eds,,

English
Documents, X, pp. 685-686,
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sconomics, religion and government. The need for econsmio
reforn was the area most visible to outsiders., It was also
the most pressing for the Irish people,

Jonathan Swift brought the need to the eyes of all by
compoeing several trasts in which he desoribed the situation,
The most descriptive was the pamphlet entitled Short View
of the state of Ireland, It circulated freely in Ireland
and caused much distress among the British, Due to the ugly
pleture which was painted by the tract, the publizher of the
article was prosecuted and zent to prison, One of the payagraphs
contained within the pamphlet stated:

One Third part of the rente of Ireland is spent

in England, which with the profits of employments,

pensionsa, appeals, journeys of pleasure or health,

educetion at the Inns of Court, and both Universities,
remittances at pleasure, the pay of all sugerler ofw
ficers in the army and other inocidents, will amount

to & full half of the income,of the wheole kingdom,

811 clear profit to BEngland, \

Stemming directly from the fact that the wealth of Ire-
land was going to England were the poverty stricken conditions
of the masses, For & description of the poverty, Swift, once
agein, provided the descriptive material, In the concluding
lines of the tract cited above, he wrote that a stranger
visiting in Ireland was apt to think that the conditions of
country must have been such that no food could be raised,

The people lived in miserable hovels hardly above the condition

zJanﬁs carty,‘xgg;amd, I, p. 106,
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of plg stys. The old manslons of the nobllity were in ruins.
The farmers were 1living off of bubttermilk and potatoes, There
was starvation and dlsease everywhere, Swift stated that the
Irish peasantry lived "worse than HEnglish beggara.“j

In 1729, the hardest hitting of the various essays of
Swift was published., 1In *A Modest Proposal,® the Irish writer
desoribed the terrible living conditiens of the populace,
For the most padt, the work was intended as sature; however,
there were paagages which were desoriptive as well, For ex-
amples ‘

It is a melancholy object to those who walk
through this great town [Dublin], or travel in the
countyy, when they see the streets, the roads, and
cabin doors, crowded with beggers 6f the female sex,
followed by three, four, or six children, all in regs
and importuning every passenger for alms, These
mothers, instead of belng able to work for their hone
est livelihood, sre forced to employ all thelr tine
in strolling ﬁe beg sustenance for thelr helpless
infants, who, as they grow up, elther turn thelves
for want of work, or leave their dear mative gountry
to fight for the Pretendgr in Syain. or sell them-
selves Yo the Barbadoees,

The poverty desoribed in the above writing oontinued for
a number of years, for in 1750, the noted Bnglish philosopher
George Berkeley, Bishop of Cloyne, wrote an ascount of Ire-
land in whiech he restated the same material found in Swift's
work, Berkeley saild that there was no people on earth as
destitute as the common Irish, Yet, as the Englishmen pointed

out, there was no need for the poverty. Irelani was a wealthy

;bldot x" po 108t
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land. Due to the Engli®h practice of relegating the Irish

to a secondary pesition, Ireland was in a lowly condition,d
Due to the harsh economic sonditions forced upon them by Eng-
land, the Irish peasantry was forced to a subsistence living
in which the potato was the main food, Famine was the natural
uﬁn@eqaanne.é

Besldes the low economic sonditions, the Irish suffsred
from the lack of religious toleration, Both Boman Catholies and
Protestants suffered from the severe leglslation and subsequent
treatment which was dealt them by the English, That group of
Protestante nown as Dlssenters were barred from holding office
and were subject to punishment for net atbending the services
of the Anglioan ahurnh.?

It was the Roman Catholie element, however, the bulk of
the population of Ireland, which suffered most, During the
eighteenth century the Catholics were burdened by what was
called the Pensl Code, Of several ascounts which deseribe
the severity of ﬁhé legislation, the statement made by Lord
Macartney, a man who sexved as Chief Secretary for Ireland for
four years, was one of the best contemporary descriptions,

He wrote:
The laws of Ireland against the Paplste are the
harsh diotates of persesution, not the calm suggestions
of reason and policy. They threaten the Paplsts with

penalties in case of foreign education, and yet allow
then no education at home, They shut the doors of their

Scarty, gp. oit.., I, p. 109.
67. W, Plumb, Englend in the Eighteenth Century, p. 179.
Eammna curtis, A History of Ireland, p. 293,
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own university against them; and forbid them to enter

any other. No men shall go to e lesture who will not

go $o church, A Paplst shall not be a divine, a physie

can, or a soldier; he shall be nothing but & Papist, 8
He cannot be a lawyer, for the law i not his friend, . . .

A specific description of the laws regarding the Roman Catholics
was recorded in Pleces of Irish Histoyy, a book of the late
elghteenth century. One of the descriptions oconcerned with
marriage lawe i1llustrated the depth of British interference

in the 1ife of ths ordinary Irishman:

As to the law concerning marriage, 1t is extremely
simple in its severity, as it consists of but one reg-
ulation for every marrisge celebrated by a popist priest,
between two protestants, or between a popist and any
person who has been or has professed himn or herself to
‘be a protestant at any time within twelve months before
such marriage, shall be null and void without any pro-
cess, judgement or sentence of law whatever; and never-
theless, the popish priest who celebrates such age
shall on convietion. . .suffer death accordingly.’

The above mentioned restrictions were placed upon the
laity. The common man could accept a certain degree of harsh
treatments however, the problem extended to the clergy also,
Due to the veneration attached to that group by the laymen,
the problem was greater than would have been the case had the
perseocution been limited to the populace. The justices of the
pease were urged to suppress all Roman Catholic institutions--
10

friaries, monasteries, and convents, A witness of the perw

secution of the shureh hierarchy, J. Mitchell, wrote:

Scart;y, 9&; 2&3;9 Io P lt‘-h'.
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I know the spots, within my own part of Ireland,
where venerable Arohbishops hid themselves, as it were,
in a hole in the rocks, In a yemote part of Louth County,
near the base of the Fews mountains, 18 a retired nook
called Ballymasoanlon, There dwelt for years, in a
farm house whioch would attract no attentlon, the Primate
of Ireland and sucoessor of 8t, Patrieck, Bermard Maoe
Mahon, a prelate acoomplished in all the learning of
his time, and assiduous in the government of his arche
diocese; but he moved with danger, if not with fear,
and often enﬁgfatarea hardships in traveling by day
and by night,”

Such, then, was the need for reform in religioua mat%ers.
The whole problem was accentuated by two factors: rlrst} Ire=
land was nearly totally Roman Catholici second, the men of
the Enlightemment were preaching toleration. When the philo-
sophes looked toward England, they saw a land whioh seemingly
epitomized the type of sooclety which best fit the pattern of
the Age of Reason, The severe abuse of the religlous groups
of Ireland ocould not oontinue long without serious consequence,
Leaving the first t&a areas haa&ias reform, one needs to
consider the problem of Br&ﬁish intertef@nae in the govern-
mental systems of Ireland, An excellent statement expressing
the nesd for reform was made by Jonathan Swift. In 1726, in
8 letter written to the Earl of Petersburg, the great Irish
satiriet wrote that Ireland was denled the privilege to
export thelr ware to anyone whom they chose; that the Univerw
sity of Ulster was governed by outsiders, with the key positions

being filled by people from England; that "all civil employments

——

Mcarty, op. cit.. I. p. 132,
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grantable in reversion® were filled by Englishmen. m

Stemming from the interference in government, the xr&m
resented uu Muh activities whioch caused the comquersd
pmph to ’u pheod at the meroy of their Mmmmm. Ire~
lma‘did me like for the English to rule them with an iren
hand, 'mo Irish wanted to manage ehur:m« affairsg nwn'i.t‘
through self-management conditions could not be xwmﬂd. As
a nnmry expression of the resentment, the mnmm poenm |
by a Munster poet named Egan mmny was a nmtw&m
ozpmn&m of the prevalling attitude;

That my mournful heart was pum &n thie black doom,

That the'son thet was Nunater's slery has gons down

Has made me travel to seek you, vmmm Brown,

That royal Cashel is bare of house m stu :

That Briants turreted home is the ge : ’msgs

g TR - O b X,

In this poem, O'Rahilly alluded that the mz conditions
were due to the English, Since, however, there was mmmnw
of reprisal by the English, there were no blunt statements to
that effect, Other men, writing anonymously, were more oritical
of the English placing the Irish in a secondary position,

Although 1t would be assumed that the bitterness expressed
in the poetry of the era should have had some effeot upon the
Bﬂtuh, such was not the case, As late as 1780, Arthur Yoeung,

mﬁﬂm and Ransome, nﬁ m&‘ Xs PD. ?@*?10.
3carty, op. oit.s 1. p. 121,
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improvement. 1In the same manner in which the French saw an
improved life, the Irish received some of their demands,

Arthur Young was one of those who noted improved cone
ditions, He stated: "The Age has improved so much in humanity
that even the poor Irish., . .are every day treated better and
vetter."*® o back up his statement, Young said that he sew
much furniture in Irish homes in 1780 which had been purchased
within the previous ten years, Another sign of improvement
was thet evidenced in the growth of population.l? granted,
large families are the characteristic of poor people, however,
for there to be a general growth of population, conditions must
improve haaiﬂhuiae. Without improved sanitary conditions, a
small nuabei of the children born will live to maturity and,
| hence, add to the total population. Through such improvement,
the Irish economy, the area which was in the eyes of the world
the area most in need of reform, was helped greatly.

Although the problem of a poor economy was reduced, it was
not removed, Even Young sald that the houses of the common
Irishman was little more than a plg~sty of one room constructed
of mud and straw, having only & door to let in light and let
out smoke from the fire which burned on the floor inside the
hova1.18 Nevertheless, the reform brought the idea that further

carty, op. oit., I, p. 112,
1?; bid,-.ag Ia, Po 11I$.

181pya., I, p. 113.
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fmprovement was possible. If the Britich were yemoved frem
positions of power, the Irish would have been able to experi-
snoe even si‘u%r gains widh whioh to kindle the revolutionary
spirit to greater heights,

A sscond ares of reform was that of better conditions in
religlous matters concerning the Dissenters sand the Romen Catho-
lies, As early as 1719, the Dissenters were able te secure
s somewhat better life, In that year the reguirements of
ohurch sttendance were lifted for the Protestant minority grouwp.
They were allowed to worship freely and were allowed to serve
in partsh,offices,!? a privilese formerly demied them, Later
in the century, in 1780, a majer step forward was the sbolition
of the Test Clause of 1704, According to the terms of the reform
the Dissenters were made eligible for all offices, not just the
parish ﬁfﬁosmm In order for there to 'n major cerrestion
of agrievances, however, the improved relations with the English
hed to extend to the majority of the population, Due %o this
fact, the measures secured by the Homan Catholios were more
importent. When conditions improved for both Frotestants and
Gatholiocs, the two groups were tied more olosely together, a
sondition essential to further improvement,

The first of the reform measures for Roman Catholios came
in 1750 when Cathelios were admitted to the lesser grades of
the army., Seversl rm later, in 1771, another m&m ar

3‘9@m&#; m& Mﬁt F! 293!
20rpad., p. 310.
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rellef was that of the Bogland Act., According to the terms
of that statute, Gamlhs wepre allowed to take leases for
sixty«one years of not more than fifty acres of Wﬂtﬂﬂe
land to be free of taxes for seven years.?l such sction seems
miseradble by present standards, however, no matter how small
the improvements, the appetite of the people was whetted for
more,

In 1778, the English granted a ooncession of some magniw-
tude. In a bill passed by Parliament; the following statement
was madey | |

thmawmmwudaﬁath&aﬂmmtnkha
second ym ot har uu. Muﬁy rgﬂm mu. mﬁlﬂodu

g:g% oY 8t ot Eade "ner.

the m afma":m of Ireland ‘m:a::":uﬁ:&

to several disabilities and inmsepacities, therein

rertioulasy Sekiond: i rms oo theks, mioves
reasonaliie and expedient to relax the same.

The major pieoce of reform legislation for the Catholios,
Gardiner’s Rellef Aot of 1778, stated that Roman Catheliocs
oould lease land for indefinite tamure "on ocondition of an
oath of allegiance.¥ A most important clauvse stated that
Catholios could inherit land on the #ame terms as Protestants,2’
Such legislation evidenced the spirit of the Enlightenment,

The English 414 not end their show of generosity. As

the century drew to a olose, in 1793, more concessfons were made,

4., p. 309,
2230m and Ransome, 2. 9it.. X pp. 705-706,
 ouress, gp. eit.. ». N,
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Catholics gained the elective franchise, the right to sit

on grand and pebty juries for all eases, the right to carry
arms, and the right to secure an endowment for a Cathollc
college.?¥ Nearly all the major gripes which had been ex~
pressed earlier in the century were erased by the bill, The
Catholice were able to visualize how matters would be in a
soclety free from BEriglish domination, All matters pointed to
8 ravminzionnxy situation,

Two events oceurred in the latter eighteenth century
which affected the Irish to the point of making them think
that they could atbvailn the goals which they &ga&raﬁa Pirst,
the American Revolutlon broke outy them, the French Reveolutlion
provided g second exemple, 3@¥h of the rebellions made the
Irish draw nearer to the outbreak of violence,

Related to reform measures, there were many improvements
experienced by the Irish during the period from 1775-1783, It
was no nere colncidence that those were the years durlng which
the American Revolution was fought. The reason for the degree
of the impact made by the American cause was the similar con~
ditions under which the two lands existed, Illustrating the
likeness, George Bancoroft, the American historian, wrote:

iy e’ EmeEoLel Bosepely $F EncLands had 5 bommee”bonmer

~nnﬂ. while* the penal statutes against the Catholies did

not affect the Anglo-Irish, they suffered equally with the

native Irish from the mercantile system, The restrictions

of the acts of trede exbended not to Amerleca only, but to
the sister kingﬁum. 1%t had harbors, but it could not send

g
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Bessuse of such & situation, when the prospect of the webellion

eppeared in America, Mr. Johnsteme, & member of the English

mu.mm, stated: *I malintain that the sense of the best

and wisest men in this country are on the side of the Amerisans;

that three to one in Ireland are on their side, . . '\"'M

During those yesays when the American conflict was being
fought:,, the mﬂlu&im ferver built in Ireland, @rma
imown as Associations begen to band together for the outward

- purpose of helping $o remove sconomie problems of oonseguence
to the majority of the populmse, Recognizing the possidility
of the mnioms in the revelutionary setting, Bdmund Sexton Pery,
Speaker of the Ivish House of Commons, said that the growps
"however innocent end perhaps necessary” at the time would not
‘contimue to exist as & nomeviolent group unless the Irdish were
granted all the reforms which they desired,??

Palling into appreximetely the same category, bubt even
nore damgercus, were those associations vhioh banded togethey
for military purposes, Ireland was threatened by foreign
invesion., In ordinary times, the wilitia served in the capaoity
as proteotor, When the ryedellion started in Amerios, however,

”@uma Baneroft, iistory of the Uniked & IIX: ». 27,
eyorris and Commeger, gp. gib., I, p. 260,

27%0rn and Rensome, 20, 9it.. X, p. 687,
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the English oalled upon the Irish to furnish fighting men.
Belfast was the first to organize a volunteer militia, Soon
after that oity had taken the iniative, volunteer soocieties
spread elsewhere, Onoe in arms, these groups posed a serious
‘threat to the British sinoe nearly all of them were sympathetioc
to the American oolomtes. 27 o
" Onde the army of 60,000 soldiers had been raised to pro=
teot Ireland from Prench invasion snd from the threats of the
pirate Sobh Paul Jomes, the nation seemed to be united in the
desire to wse the mew group to obtaln the mation's demands,
England yielded. In 1779, Ireland was allowed free export and
import to foreignm ooumtries and t¢ the English colonies, The
greatest steps forward, however, were those taken with regard
to allowing Ireland a free hand in mnmuumxf. |
Henry Grattan was the ohlef figure in the push for legie-
lative independence. When Eigland refused his demands for
such mdapmdem; Grattan looked to the Volunteers for ald,
In February of 1782, the Convention of Dungannon met to form
a set of resolutions regarding national grievances, The set
of demands stated that the English Parlisment had no right te
make laws for Ireland{ that England had mo right to interfere
in sny way with the ports of Ireland; that all restrictions
placed on religion should be lifted; and that Iyeland thanked
England for all reforms which had been granted to that time, 20

wm‘?t B« git.. ». 140,
za@‘ml op. gik., I. p. 170,
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In the resclutiens; the unity of all Ireland was demsnstrated
for the first time. With the Catholics and Protestants wnited
in om_ goals the situation becane quite serious, England,
therefore, ylelded once again, In 1882, both 1&51@1&1?& and
judiclary independence becams reality for the Irish,?’
| In Amerisca, the lesders of the Revolution were watching
the Irish situatlon guite closely. For example, in a letter
written fm .3@&“ Nadison to Rdmund Pendleton mention was nade
cencesming the Irish Volunteers! victories. Nadison stateds
“Ireland is reaping a large m of the harvest prodused by
our labowrs,">0 At an earlier date, Maroh 16, 1780, General
~ George Washington had made s similar statement, He wrote that
 the Irish were am’hnﬁ the #m of America,"’l wmm
evidence of the interrelatedness of the two lands, however,
was the faot that after the American Revolution, several of
the menbers of the Volunteer Assosiations visited the Mt&eﬁ
States, Washington wrote thems |
- If the Example of the Americans mmwm;w oon=
e mmmasmm. mmwwnm b
ens; we shall have an sdditional Metive for
”Ww 242 )

nt 80 prospsrous an Event,
an uninter consideration, to leam,
am‘b

m Wartrﬂmm:w&amw&y

had obtained the Mnm&mwimsﬁ*m and
uumwhﬂmmmmuumw
‘ ﬁmwwammwﬂ%p 1mm

bOO‘
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In Ireland after the American Revolution, the Irish
1llustyated the fact that there was a comneotion between the
independence movements in Ameyica and Iveland, In several
Irish cities, groups known as Yankee Clubs formed., In his
sorrespondence with ene suoh club, George Washington clearly
showed that the Irishmen were attelpting to gain the same
freedoms as had the Amexiocans, In a letter dated Jamuary 20,
1784, the Ameriocan leader stated that the people of the United
States gave wvhole~hearted suppoxt t¢ the Irish mt;” "

Although the impaoct of the American Revolution was great,
the Prench Revolution of 1789 had am even more important role
in Irish history. The Irish nation besame instilled with
the principlea upon whish the Prench Revolution was based,

The officlal organ of the Northern Umited Irishmen in 1794
stated that the Revolution of 1789 offered seversl lessons)

It offers demonstrative evidence that even thrones may

be s.mmum though environed by armed hosts; and paﬁatm

pal.ia:y of seiging on times of profound peace,

te Mﬂ the principles of rational and temperate free-

dom., Thie 1t urges, as the surest expedient for attashing

the hearts of subjeots to the laws, securing the styemgth
of their arms inst invading foes, and preventing the
low muzwur of the peeple from ing inte acoents of

se _diseontent, Though tqatets which have reason

- for .r basis, My be silensed for o season, it is
mmsmmumvmummwtm.

o commmities at + 1t carries equal admomition,
zsmm;mu m&mwmmeam
be exsited, without without beceming a bar to
those very seourities 53 bom, which rﬁor popular

sommotions hmmbla,

| 33@., xxm;m 308,

”mmmm»»
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The tnited Irishmen provided effective leadership frem
¥he peried of the Prench Hevolution until the Irish Bebellion
of 1798. Britaln feared this growp, snd jJustly so. Reflesting
the fear, the Comwittee of Seaveey wrote:

Your Committee are imduced, in the first inatanse,
to Hate the nature, extent, and intlusnce, of the soclety

of Unitcd Irishmen; because the scclety hes proved the

sst powerful engine, in the hamds of conspirators,
bﬁnﬁﬁ tzh‘:d ?ggamt of thelr country, which has yet
By their lesdership the idems of revolution begsn to spread
throughout all Ireland. Im 1797, in an artiole sent to the
sditor of the Dublin Press a statement was made which showed
the extent of revoluticnary ideas, The comoluding paragraph
stated: "To amm against unlawful power, and to repel force
by fores, le a natural Plght, admitted by every pollitioclan
who has sonsidered the ovisin of government,*J6

The era was alive and ready for revolution, Individuals
who were ospable of alding in the struggle and who held te
Ldeas friendly to the insurrestion were thrust imte positions
of leadership, Lord Bdward, with the long training which he
Bad, with the republissn prinsiples which he had developed,
was a maturel cheisce., The situation fit his personality as
presisely as mxuy eya oould,




W
10RD EDWARD FITZGEBALD AS A REVOLOUT

(ONTST

order to wnderstand Fitsgersld's yole in the revo-
lution, 1t 15 necessary t¢ trace the events which, though

1g the sotusl rebellion, denoted his connection with
such an event. One of the first times at whieh hias lordshiyp
openly volced disapprovel of govemumental policy was during
Jamusry of 1793, He stood nearly alons against the govermment
when he oondemried the slause of the Gunpowder Bill which
imposed penalties on the removal of arme from one plase to
ancther, To Lovd Edward, the bill was simply enother penal
law.! with the voleing of the protest, the revoluthon
career was wnderway,

During 1796, Lord Bdward began hie somnection with the
United Irishmen, Immediately that group utilized the speocial
abilities possessed by the new member, About the end of May
of that year, the Irish moble snd his wifs set out from fomdoen

o Hauburgh, Gemmany where Pittgerald met the French agent
Reinhart, Another Ivishmen, Arthur O'Cormer joined Lord Hd-
ward and the Fremchman; then the trio began arrenging
mm&aum mm« their two lands, Leaving Pamela in the
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German oity, the three agents went te Basle, Switzerlisnd,

neayr the Prench fyrontier where they opened conversations

with the Prench Direstory, 1In the talks, Lord Edward served
‘only to bring the two lands together singe the Irish lord

was 80 widely soquainted in Prance, After a wur period,
Fitagersld returned to his wife in Germany. O'Conner was
left to negotiate with the Prench representative, Hoche,>

the Prench general whe was to lead the French invasion to
Iveland, Acoording to later testimeny, however, his loxdship
was responsible for much of the agresment reached since he
had recommended that the PFraench prepare an invasion fleet,
slthough he demanded that the fleet be kept small.’ Samuel
Neilson, an Irish revolutionist, reporting before the Committee
of Secrecy, stated that Fitzgerald desired a small invasion
unit "lest the Fremch should oomquer Irelsnd, . . .** Prance,
of course, dissgreed with the plan since it was felt necessary
for the Prench fleet to be falrly sizeable in order to be
strong encugh to defeat any opposition. Pinally a oconsensus
was vesohed,

In maintaining relations with France, the United Irishmen
in 1797 again gsent one of their mumber to the continent to
dotermine what Sype of aid the Premoh would be willing to offer,
The PFremch, in a Mm mﬂm sent a man to Ireland to "gollect

‘m. 1. pp. 278-200,

30, ,.,;gf‘;f ﬁf““‘" Bepext of the Committse of Seoyeqy. August
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entry into Ireland, He mw to W’Mf
the Mm W&W* Lera M ﬂwm was sble to carry

broke out &a xmg 18 was no
y w which mﬁiﬂ%m fives

. to go into & state of hmm oo that hia m relatives
mammmmwm? mmmwwm
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eveut which he felt he could scoomplish by seeking the help
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11e Lgora, B s&m ho was unsble bo fulfill hie




Miltary Committee which developed s plan for coeperating
with the invasion fieet,?

Besides the above duty, Iévd Biward alse worked out his
pilitery tactics for the defeat of ‘the B 1tieh troups, He
determined the number of men which sech county would be able
to provide, along with the determination of the mm ofr
noney which that adunty oceould

rather highi 3@
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Keeping in mind the above totals, Lord Bdward began i
the weapans of war, In cenbent, the supplies were guite wnlike
any which are usually assumed to be battle materials, The
explanation for the unusual colleotion of instruments lay

in the fact that the Irish populace was extremely poor. They
could only fight in the most primitive fashion, The list of

NG e
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of war materials gathered by the Irish nodle was lengthy:
rifty chajnia six feet long, with fifty padloocks; one thousand
spike nails, four, six, and eight inches long; two hundred
round staples; twemty oramp iroms; fifty large sledges; fifty
small sledges; one hundred hatchets; fifty groove irems; three
“hundred shovels and spades, or as many as could be gathered;
one hundred-fifty hooks for soaling ladders; aud various other
articles.!l Under the leadership of Pitzgerald, the above
materials were formed into snn effective battle uﬂt, guite
unlike any whioh the British had ever faced.

Even though the plans proceeded acoording to schedule,
many of the Irish lesdership held little hope for success,'?
This fact 18 quite interesting in view of the faot that Loxd
Edward, though & member of the group, maintained an expression
of oconfidence and high epirits,

Moving inte May of 1798, there was little hope of ever
obtaining aid from France, Inatead of walting any longer, it
was decided that on the twenty~third day of the month, & general
wrising should break out. Lord Edward, scting as head of the
forcer of the United Irishmen of Leinster, began final prepe
aration. !’ pecause of the dependence of the rebellien wpon
the command of thzs:ema. when m was gmmé on Ray 19, the

peveliion 1o Zxstand. . 263,

123eport of the Committe
P. 29.

Vnasden, op. git.. IX, p. 505,
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movement suffered a tvemendous blew,l®

In attempting to locate Lord Edward so that he could be
imprisoned, the British, on the eleventh of m. ;mm a
proclsmation gusrenteeing one thousand pounde steriing for
information lesding to the arrest of the Irish leader of ine
surreotion.'? An early slue which nearly led to Lord Riward's
ospture was received on Ney 18. The information stated that
his lordship was to pass through Watling Street in Dubdlinm,
A group of loyal soldiers led by a Major Sirr snd a Captain
Rysn, therefore, lay in wait alomg the route, Pinally, a few
insurreotionists 414 appear., When the troops attempted to
capture that number, the rebels escaped and mm Fitzgerald
of the peril which lay ahead, The British did not get so mush

as & glimpse of their fem"s

| It was no easy task f¢r the British to learn the where~
aboute of the man they m’k.f Because of the wimning perw
sonality of the man, because of the persomal devotion of his
followers, the protestion of the person of Lord EBdward
considered & near sacred srast. 7 mis lordship's place of
residence was oonstantly changed so that the British would have
ne reason o swapeot apy of the places of hiding, Although

i m‘;_ mmmmnmm

m ;m p. 275,
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at various times, hundreds knew the plece where Lord Rdward
abode {some individuals were even arrested on suspioton of
having shielded the Irishman), *no breath ever conveyed the
slightest hint that sould lesd to his discovery, #i8 During
the period of hiding, Lord Bdward continued his corprespondence
with the Prenshs but all hope of ever having that people pare
_ticipste in the insurrection rapidly faded.l?

~ While carrying out the final planning of the rebellien,
the veil of secrecy around Lord Biward was destroysd, One of
his own musber batrayed him to the British, The informer, a
man viaupd Reynolds, was so close to Pitzgerald and the other
redel lemders that he knew thelr whereabsuts at times when
others a1d not.2% Just a few hours before the time at whish
Lord Biward was to place himself at the head of the treops of
Kildsre, the British discovered his place of hiding at the home
of a Hr. Murphy,2lthe men who attempted the capture were the
same ones vhom Lord Edward had evaded the day before, Intering
Pitsgerald's room the British troops hed to engage in a brief
struggle with hie lordship before the Irishman yielded, In
the gun battle, Lord Edward wes shot snd wounded, Captain
Ryan m killed, and Kajor Swan was ssverely wounded. 22 rora

p. 16,
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Edward was taken to prisom where he died June &4, 1798, from
the wounds sustained at the time of hls capture, Taking astien
against the Pitsgevald family, the government confiscated

the property of the Irish noble, VWithin a few years, however,
. the property was returmed, With the desth of the man in the
"mbun cell, the movement was broken, Death was perhaps the

" mest fitting part of the revolutionist career of Lord Bdward,
for 1t illustrated his devotion to the cause, The Irishmants
‘desth showsd that he was a true revelutlenist, o



CONCLUBIOR

Having come to the end of the study, it is necessary to
forsmulate some concluding remaris conserning the significance
of the }4fe of Lord Edward Fitzgerald, The best way to do
this 18 to summarize the career 9? the man, relating the events
of his life to the statememts made in the introductory chapter
of this paper.

The most important discovery concerning har@*m&uard'a
life 15 the fact that the forces which molded his personality
structure were essentliall<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>