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PREFACE

If a pollster stopped ten people on the street in
Champaign, Illinois and asked them to name a famous British
Highland regiment, most would quite likely name the Black
Watch. Such is the appeal of that colorful and illustrious
regiment to the popular imagination Black Watch and Scot-
tish Highlanders have come to be almost synonomous. Holly-
wood has done its share by filming countless movies in which
a hard pressed little band of heroes is saved during the fin-
al scene either by the United States Cavalry or the Scottish
Highlanders, depending upon whether the setting is east or
west. Sirce the Highlanders are invariably dressed in the
British government tartan (Black Watch), the credit goes to
the Black Watch regiment.

It is well known to students of American history that the
Black Watch played an important part in the French and Indian
War, Fontiac's Rebellion of 1763, and the American Revolution.
What is less well known, however, is that two other Scottish
Highland Regiments served in America during the Frerch and
Indian War whose services were even more distinguished than
those of the Black Watch--Fraser's and Montgomery's Highland
regiments, the Seventy-seventh and Seventy-eighth. The
Frasers served with great distinction in the battles of

Louisbourg, kontmorency, Quebec, Ste. Foy, and St. John's
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while the Montgomerys played the leading role in the expedi-
tions against Fort Duquesne and the Cherokees of South Carolina.
The Montgomerys and Frasers were two of eleven regiments
raised in the Scottish Highlands between 1756 and 1763 as an
emergency war-time measure. DBoth were disbanded as soon as
the war was over and, because they were in existence for such
a short time, no one has written their regimental histories.
As a result, their achievements have generally been obscured
by those of the 3Black Watch. Both the Frasers and the Mont-
gomerys are mentioned briefly in the general histories of
the British army and in various works on the Scottish clans
arnd regiments as the first of the Highland regiments raised
for service in the French and Indian War. Such treatments
are so sketchy as to be almost useless to anyone seeking
specific information on the two regiments. Arnother problem
that arises is that most of the better works on the British
regiments, and the Highland regiments in particular, are
either out of print or available only in the larger libraries.
As a result, one must rely heavily upon secondary works and
sift through a great amount of periodical literature and the
correspondence of the important political and military fig-
ures of the French and Indian War to find the desired information.
Aside from the important contributions they made to the

British military victory in America, the Frasers and Montgomerys
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are worthy of study because they represented a departure
from long established military and political policies and
were the proto-type of a large number of Scottish Highland
regiments, This paper traces the military, political and
ecoromic¢ factors which led to the raising of the first High-
land regiments, how they were recruited and equipped, their
services during the French and Indian War, and how those

services were rewarded.
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Chapter I

During the closing years of the seventeenth certury a
mighty conflict developed betweer Fraice, Spair, and Erg-
land to determine which country would control lorth America.,
This 'Great Imperial War' or 'Secord Hurdred Years War' be~
gan in 1688 and continued with interruptions of varying
lengths until the final defeat of liajoleon: in 1815, There
were seven distinct periods of armed conflict durirg this
time, the first four of which were intercolonial as well as
Europear wars. Spain was forced to bow out as & front rank
contender early in the race and the conflict developed into
a8 worldewide contest between France and Eigland.

Although the real basis of the struggle was the bitter
competition for corntrol of the colonial markets and the sea
lares leading to them, the colonial theaters of war were
largely military backwashes of the European "world" wars.
William Fitt is said to have boasted at one time that "America
was wor on the plains of Germany."l “hether or not one ac-
cepts Fitt's assessment, it is true that the first three

intercolonial wars began in Europe and spread to the colornies,

lquoted by Lord sahon in litatery of Eigland £x00 the Esacs
of Utrecht (4 vols.; Londor, 1844), 1V, 135,
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But the last and most important of the four wars began as
a traders' squabble in the Ohio Valley in 1754 and was rot
formally declared in Europe until nearly two years later.
The third of the great Anglo-French wars, called the
War of the Austrian Succession in Europe and King George's
War in America, was brought to a formal conclusion by a
treaty signed at Aix~la-Chapelle on October 18, 1748, It
was a peace of mutual exhaustion and quickly proved to be
only an uneasy truce during which the antagonists engaged
in a reshuffling of the traditional European alignments
and maneuvered for strategic positions prior to the inevi~
table resumption of hostilities.
The Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle returned all conquests
to their former owners and the vital issue of commercial
supremacy rested exactly where it had been at the openlng
of hostilities eight years earlier. The treaty failed eith~
er to fix the contested frontier between ilew France and new
England or to determine ownership of the Ohio Valley. These
questions were left for later settlement by a commission
representing the two nations. o date was set and when the
commission finally met it was in an atmosphere in which

neither party intended to negotiate in good faith.2

_2John L, Thompson, Histoxy of the Lpdiap flazs and the
s:li%g?s?i %g. Bevolution of ihe United States (Fhiladelphia,
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Subsequent to the Treaty of Aix-la~Chapelle the British
Cabinet heeded the demands of the taxpayers and quickly re-
duced the military establishment. The Erglish people had a
long tradition of opposition to large standing armies datinrg
back to the days of Oliver Cromwell and Farliament controlled
the military through the power of the purse. As a result,
the army was reduced to 18,000 men scattered in various gar-
risons in Ireland, Scotland, Englard, Mirorca, Gibralter and
tiova Scotia. The larger part of the troops were permanently
stationed in Ireland and Scotland where they were employed
as police. The army's effectiveness was reduced by the prac-
tice of recruiting large numbers of Scots and Irish into the
British xegiments.3

The austerity policy also had an adverse effect upon the
British fleet. The official returns continued to list two
hurdred ships, but neglect and mismanagement quickly reduced
their effectiveness.?

France, too, limited her military forces after the Treaty
of Aix-la-Chapelle, but her position as the greatest Euro-

pear power made it necessary to maintein a large army alorg

SFrancis Farkman, sontcalm and Wolfe, Fart Ore, (illew York,
196%), 180.

41n say of 1756 the British fleet was in such bad condi-
tion that the government had difficulty findirg erough sea-
worthy vessels to transport reinforcements to iMinorca. Ten
ships were firnally sent but they were rotten and leaky and
dangerously undermanned. nee Lord wmahon, History of Ergland
from ihe reace of lXrechi, IV, 95.
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her borders. Urlike Ergland, France did not permit her reg-
uler army to fall below 100,000 men. The’French fleet corn=-
sisted of fewer than a hurdred ships but a large proportion
of them were seaworthy despite the goverrment's preoccupa-
tionrn with land operations and neglect of the maritime sexrvices.
veither adversary felt they could afford to maintain large
colonial garrisons and neither was fortunate in leadership,
either civil or military. 4As a result, they were fairly
well matched militarily even though the British colonists
rumbered about 1,500,000 and the French less than 60,000.-5
The Erglish authorities in America did rot even see fit
to wait for the boundary commission to come into being be-
fore they began aggressive action. Attempis were made to
exact oaths of allegiarice from the French inhabitants of
Beaubassin and St. John, places which were in ur.contested
French territory. Bloodshed was narrowly averted when the
Can.adian government sent a detachment of troops to St. John
early in 1749 with orders to resist an encroachments by
armed fcrce.6
In February of 1749 the British government granted a
tract of 500,000 acres of land on both sides of the Chio
River to a group of wealthy and influential Virginia specu-

lators known as the Chio Company. Under the terms of the

Starkmar, bMortcalm and Wolfe, Fart I, 161.

S%Gustave Lanctot, Histoxry of Carada (4 vols.; Cambridge,
Mass., 1965), III, 86.
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grant a strong fort was to be built in the area for the pro-
tection of the expected influx of settlers. At about the
same time traders and merchants from New York, Fennsylvania,
and Virginia rushed into the Great Lakes region and built
posts in the upper Ohio Valley. All of these activities
were contrary to treaty terms arnd the Caradian governor re-
sponded by sending out an expedition of 230 soldiers to reaf-
firm French claims to the disputed territory.

The Frernch already had a chain of military posts and
forts reaching from iiew Orleans to the Great Lakes and east-
ward to Acadia which gave them control of the trade in the
ilssissippl and 3t. Lawrence Valleys, but they also needed
the Ohio Valley and what is now western Fennsylvania and
New York. By constructing new posts in the region they were
able to tighten their control gradually to the point where
British trade was in danger of being excluded.’

The combined commercial and military activities of the
Canadian government caused increasing dissatisfaction ard un-
easiness in the British colonies, especially among the mer-
chants of Virxginia. On Octeober 31, 1753, Lieutenant-Governor
Robert Dinwiddie of Virginia sent George Washington to the

Frernch post at Fort-aux-Boeufs with a letter of Frotest.

TReferring to the map at the beginning of chapter, it is
easy to see why the British colonists believed that they were
being deliberately encircled by the French. See Max Savelle,
"Diplomatic Freliminaries of the Seven Years War in America,"

Canadian Historical Review, XL, ho. 2 (darch, 19%9), 21-57.



Dinwiddie claimed the Ohio region as an English dependency

on the basis of certain Indian treaties and respectfully re-
quested that the French evacuate their posts. The French
regarded the mission as a spying expedition and the comman=-
dant, Sieur La Gardeur de St. Fierre, refused to comply with
the request. Instead, he courteously informed Washington that
he "recognized rno rights but those of Frarce and would main-
tain them in their entirety."8 In March of the following
year Dirwiddie sent Captain William Trent with a work party
under the protection of a small detachment of Virginia mili-
tia to secure the junction of the Alleghany and Monorgahela
Rivers with a fortified post. French patrols reported these
activities and a French force was quickly dispatched to eject
them. Upon the Virginians' departure the French took over
the uncompleted work and erected 8 fort which they rnamed
Duquesrie, in honor af\the governor of Canada.

While the French were engaged in expelling Captain Trent
and his little force from their new post, Washington was on
his way with reinforcements. Upon hearing of the French
coup he determired to retaliate by ambushing a force of thirty
Canadians who were operating in the area. Together with a
band of Mingo Indians, the 120 Virginiars surrounded the un~
suspecting French and fired upor them without warning. The

8 anctot, History of Canada, IIT, 86. The British derived
their claim from an early Iroquois conquest of the tribes in
the region. Since the Iroquois acknowledged the King of Eng-
land as their "father" it followed, at least to the British,
that the entire disputed area should be under British control.
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officer in conmard, Ersign Coulon de Jumonville, and ten
other Frernichmen were killed in the first volley. The sur-
vivors were takern prisoner, Elated by his easy victory,
Washington wrote in his journal soon after the event: "I
heard the bullets whistle and believe me, there is something
charmirg in the sound.“g

The Caradiar. camp was quickly plurdered, the dead scalped
ard the prisoners herded toward the safety of Virginia. Well
aware that the Frenrch would retaliate Washingtor marched south~
ward in constant fear of attack.

Hews of the ambush and murder of Ensign Jumonville and
his party was received by the Freinch with deep indigration.
Governor Duquesne was especially outraged and declared the
"urprovoked attack could only be washed out in blood." Cap~-
tain Coulon de Villiers, a brother of the dead Jumorville,
was given commard of a punitive expedition of 600 Caradians
ard Indiars which was orxdered to march from Fort Duquesrne
ir. pursuit of Washirgton ard his Virginians., The Caradians
overtéok Washingtor on July 3 at Fort lecessity, & hastily
erected log breastwork, ard forced him to surrender after a
ten hour siege, The Virginiars lost eighty men, killed ard
wourded, while the Frerch had only two killed and seventy-four

Douglas 5. Freemar, George Washirgton, A Bicazaphy
(5 vols.; iew York, 1948), I, 370 _ee Iakaan s

218 Yolfe, Fert one, 14?—150, ard George Bencroft's

of ihe Moited Statas (Boston, 18%2), IV, 116-119, for

accounts of Washington's eiﬁlcits ir the Chio Courty. Washe
ington published his journal soon after he retuxned to Virginia.
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wounded. Washington was permitted to evacuate Fort Heces-
sity with the honors of war and the next day (July B) the
Virginians, "haunted with terror of the savages," decamped
so fast they left behind their battle flags and much of
their equipment. Undexr the terms of surrender Washington
engaged to returr. the prisoners of Jumonville's party and
left two of his captains as hostages until the conrditions
could be carried out.lo

The immediate result of Washington's defeat was to re~
move the last protection of the British settlements west of
the Alleghany Mountains, It also marked the nadir of British
prestige and influerice among the western Indians and caused
ever: the Iroquois to have second thoughts regarding their
traditional loyalty to the British. The French were quick
to capltalize on their victory and for once they secured the
allegiqnce of all of the western tribes as well as the tempo-
rary neutrality of the powerful Iroquois confederacy. Border
warfare which had been going on intermittently despite the
official peace quickly flared up, the new British settle~
ments in the Chio region were abandoned, and the irhabitants
forced to flee to the protection of the older settlements.ll

lews of the capitulation of Washington at Fort Necessity
was a severe blow to Great Britain but the courntry was in no

rosition to declare war against France. On October 10, 1754,

10Larctot, History of Canada, IV, 85-88.
“Parkman. Mortcalm and Wolfe, Part Ore, 180.
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the Duke af Newcasfle, the chief minister of George II,
wrote to fhe Earl of Albemarle, the British Ambassador in
Faris, that "war is, I hope, the furthest thirg from our
thoughts."l2 This letter was in response to the tense
situation caused by the Frernch discovery of British inten-
tions of secretly reinforcing the colonial garrisors.
sbemarle was instructed to represent the military measures
beirqg taken as purely defensive and to do all he could to
preserve the peace, England needed time to raise her forces
to & war footing arnd the policy of the ministry continued
to be one of encouragement of military activity by the colon-
ists supported by covert assistance from England., leither
Frar.ce rior Great Britain could afford to be regarded as the
cfficial aggressor because they could not fight without Euro-
pear. allies and their mutual assistance treaties were all of
a defernsive nature.

At the cutbreak of hostilities there were three under-
strergth British regiments, seven indeperdent companies,
and a few detachments of Royal Artillery in North America.
The three regiments were the permanent garrison of liova Scotia
ard the seven companies were stationed at posts in lew York
and South Carolina. Several of the units had been in America

for more than forty years and were composed largely of colonists.

12501iar o, Corbett, mw in ihe Sever Years Wax
(2 vols,; Lordon, 1907), I,
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As the corflict grew, it became obvious that more troops
would be needed and large scale recruiting began. The small~
ness of the British military appropriatiorn for 1755, as well
as the earnest desire of the ministry to avoid a European
war with France, necessitated raising the bulk of the re-
quired troops in America.

- It was recognized, however, that colonial forces re-
- quired a stiffening of British regulars. The policy which
finally evolved is attributed to the Dukes of Cumberland
and iNewcastle and had the firm support of King George II,
It consisted of sending regiments of the Irish establish=-
ment which were on a peace footing of only 310 men, but
which had full compliments of officers, to America where
they were to recruit to full strength., The two regiments--
the Forty-fourth and the Forty-eighth-~had beern stationed
in Ireland for nearly a hurdred years and their ranks were
made up largely of Irish who hated Ergland and were quick
to desert when given the chance. They sailed from Cork in
the middle of January, 1796, under the command of Gereral
Edward Braddock, a stern disciplinarian and protegé of the
Duke of Cumberland.l3

Having full knowledge of the British preparations and

aware of thelr import, the French goverrnmert dispatched a

counter-expedition of eighteen ships and 3,150 soldiers to

13; arkmar, mortcalm ard Wolfe, Fart Ore, 180.



strengthen the defense of ilew Frar.ce. The force consisted
of one battalion from each of six regiments--La Reire, Bour-
gogrie, Larguedoc, Guierne, Artois, and Bearn-~the flower of
the Frerch army urder Baron Dieskau.l4 The Frernch fleet
left Brest on April 29 and arrived off hewfoundland on
June 7. Here they encourtered a large British fleet which
succeeded in capturing two of the Frerch ships, the "Alcide"
ard the "Lys," despite the fact that Ergland and Frarce were
still officielly at peace. The greater portion of the force
reached the safety of the 5t. Lawrence, however. I reply
to an officlal protest from l aris, the British government
attributed the incident to "a misinterpretation of roval
instructions" and both sides repeated their assurance of
peaceful intentions.1®

Or. February 20, 1755, Genreral Edward Braddock arnd his
two regiments landed at Hampton Roads and immediately march-
ed to Williamsburg, the capital of Virginia. After creat-
ing an initial good impression, Braddock quickly became
involved in disputes with the colonial assemblies over the
difficulties of obtaining men and supplies, so that the de-
parture of the expedition to Fort Duquesne was delayed until
Jurie 10, The intention of raising the two British regiments

l4yarrison Bird, Battle for a Continernt (ivew York, 1965),
32"’35 .

15) arctot, History of Canada, III, 136.
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to full strergth in rorth America was disappointed and the
number of provinecial troops provided was only a fraction of
the number requested. It took Braddock's little army of
1,000 regulars, 1,200 provincials, thirty sailors and a few
Indians four weeks to march the hundred miles from Fort Cumbexr-
lard to the disasterous battlefield near the confluerice of
Turtle Creek with the norogahela Rivar.16

This engagement marked the first time a large force of
British regulars was forced to fight in a remote wilderness
cut off from their maritime supply lines. Here they were
introduced to the "terrible rnovelty" of frontier warfare in
which courage and rigid discipline learned on the battle-~
fields of Hollard were of no avail against ursgeen enemles.
Only the steadiness of Washington and his Virginia militia
prevented a complete slaughter. General Braddock was mort-
ally wounded and sixty-three of his eighty-nine officers
and 997 of his troops were killed or wounded in the ghastly

1épraddock has been subjected to much criticism for
being misled into approaching Fort Duquesne by way of the
Fotomac route rather thar through the settled portions of
Ferinsylvania. The route he chose travexrsed one of the most
densely wooded and mountairous regions in the eastern United
States and he was forced to hack out a road for his trans-
port wagons and cannor. Farkman, citing a contemporary pol-
itical phampleteer, says that the more difficult route was
chosen by the British ministry because of the influence of
John Harbury, a Quaker merchant and prominernt member of the
Chio Company. It was in Hambury's financial interest that
the troops pass through Maryland and Virginia rather than
eastern Fernevivania., Braddock was aware of the difficulties
of the route he took, but he was committed to it. Farkmar,
vortcalm and Wolfe, Fart One, 196-197. See also Lee icCardell,

B Vel R - R L gligral s g‘g_lggga’"ggﬁl Qfgﬁ
Fittsburgh, 19%8), for a new and generally sympathetic treat-
ment of Braddock.
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rout. The terrified survivors, numbering less than 400 offi-
cers and men, fled back the way they came and did not stop
ur:til they reached the safety of Fort Cumberlard. The sup-
plies for six months and nearly all the transports were

17 Braddock's virtual

abandoned or destroyed alorg the way.
arnihilation left the frontier from Georgia to the Great

Lakes at the mercy of the French-led Irdian war parties who
descended uporn them with renewed fury. Settlements as far
east as Fort Granville, near Fhiladelphia, were attacked ard
burred while raiding parties penetrated into areas where no
enemy had been seen for seventy years. The only force left

to oppose them was the Virginia militia regiment under George
Washington, but it was hopelessly unable to defend 400 miles
of frontier. As a result, the frontier was rolled back still
further "amid ar orgy of blood and tears" and for the remaind-
er of 1795 and all of 1756 Pennsylvanria and the colonies to

the south lived in daily dread of Irdian raids.l®

17There are several good sources for the story of Brad-

dock's expedition. Among them are Malor Gerexral Edward Brad-
%gskla Sxdexly Books Febzuary 20 Lo June 17, 1830
Cumberland, idd., 187 and Wirthrop Sargent's Hisioxy of an.
Expedition aaaia?& Foxt Duguesne in 1755, uider Maior Gereral
Edwexd Braddock }hlladelphia. 1855). Sargent's book contains
the journals of Braddock's aides, Orme and hiorris, Braddock's
instructions, the French report of the battle, and a state-
ment by George Crogharn, the I;gééihggert. See also A.(g. g
Sherrard, Loid Chatham: Liit seven Yeaxrs Waz, (Lordor,
1955) 84, A. G. Bradley, The Fight with France for borth Amexica
(Westmirister, 1902) 86-8Y; arnd Bancroft, History of ihe United
States, IV, 184-192, Sargernt's pook is by far the most useful.

185radley, The Fight with Exance for iorth America. 105.




Ergland's reaction to the news of the disaster on the
tororngahela was shame and humiliation while unbourded enthu-
siasm prevailed ir Canada and Frarce. The only bright spots
in the gloom of defeat were Colonel George ionckton's cap~
ture of Fort Beausejour in lNova Scotia and William Johnson's
corclusive victory over Baron Dieskau and his Frerch regu-
lars near Lake George. Fear of a French invasion of Ergland
made it impossible to send any more regular troops to the
colories for the remainder of the year.lg

Braddock's expedition demonstrated the inadequacy of
the policy of Yletting Americans fight in America." Des-
pite the fact that there were an estimated 200,000 men in
America capable of bearing arms, a disappointingly small
number enlisted in the British regiments. This was particu-
larly true in the middle colonies. The Quaker merchants of
Fhiladelphia controlled lFennsylvaria and were opposed to the
war. saryland and Delaware considered themselves safe and
were urwilling to contribute to the expeditior.. They quar~
relled among themselves and refused to vote money for sup-
plies and provisions ard failed to furnish the needed wagons.
Braddock was forced to delay his expedition until he could

secure the necessary supplies at exorbitant prices and,

'19Lawrence H. Gipsor, Ihe Great Var for the Empize:
lhe y..i..t@s..@.u.& .\.’.em; l___L__.758* 760, Vol. VII, I

British
Em&ifﬁ.ﬁﬁigl% Amexican Revolution (13" vols.; iew York,
1949 Hereafter cited as Gipson, Ihg,ﬁigig;iggﬁ,xgggal



although the defeat at the Monongahela was due to military
reasons and not to the uncooperativeness of the colonial
assemblies, it, too, was the direct result of the policies
of the hewcastle ministry. The twe regiments from the
Irish Army were composed largely of unreliable Irish con-
scripts and rew recruits who joined in America. Rather
thar. wonder why Braddock was defeated, one should marvel
that he was even able to reach the sorongshela with his
urdisciplined little army.

Irstead of learning from the misfortunes of 1755, the
ewcastle goverrment continued to follow the same genersl
policy throughout 1756, Two more Irish regiments were sent
to America to be raised to full strergth and the colonies
were agaln requested to provide men foxr those reglments al-
ready in America. The chief innovation of 1756 was the
raising of a new regiment of four battalions of 1,000 men
each. The officers and ron-commissioned officers of the |
rew regiment (Royal Americans) were recruited in Europe and
the rank and file came largely from smong the Germans of
fennsylvarnia. Four battalions were evenrtually ralsed but
as the prestige of the British army in horth America steadi-~
ly decreased it became correspondingly more difficult to pro-
cure enlistments.

Irstead of carrying out the anticipated descent on Eng-
lard, the assembled Frernch troops attacked ard overwhelmed

the small British garrison on iirnorca. The British ministry
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had sufficient advarce warnirg of the Frernch buildup in the
sediterranean to send reinforcements, but lewcastle was cone
virced that the preparations were a feint to divert attention
from the invasion of Erglanrd. But by the ernd of iarch, 1796,
ever: he realized the true import of the Frerich preparations
ard dispatched Admiral John Byng with a hurriedly gathered
force of ten leaky and undermanred ships to reinforce Mirox-
ca. Byng failed to relieve the island ard the garrison was
forced to surrender after ar hexroic resistarce. Wher the
news reached Ergland, the people rioted and the ministers
were publicly condemned for procrastination, neglect of the
proper precautions, and even treasoh.zo Forturately, a
scapegoat was at hand in the person of the unlucky Admiral
Byng, who was tried, condemned, and hanged from his own
yardarm "Lour encourager les autres," as Voltaire cynically
vhrased it 4l

Two days before Admiral Byng ergaged the French fleet
beseiging iiriecrca, the British government received the news
that Frarce had firnally attacked the island. This was the
overt act of hostility for which England had been schemirg
ard a formal declaration of war was quickly issued. A rew

commander-in~chief for the colonies had been appoirted earlier

201 ord iahon, History of Englard, IV, 95-109.

?lQuoted ir. Briarn Correll, Ihe Savage Years (i.ew York,
1659%), %l.
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the same month and two more undermanned British regimerts
embarked from Cork under the command of Gereral Abercrombie.
The attack or iirorca labeled France as the aggressor and
Ergland could call on her allies and expect the neutrality
of Spain and Holland.22 Lord Loudon was allowed to leave
for America to assume his new dutles as commander-in-chief
and tentative efforts were made to increase the army and
ravy.

The expansion of the war into Europe after the formal
declaration created ar intense demand for more troops which
could riot be met by the usual methods of recruiting. The
Duke of iiewcastle was no Jason of Argonaut fame ard "strong
men armed" did not spring up from the earth to fill the ranks
of the British regiments. Vress gangs scoured the seaports
of the British Isles, pushing their activities into areas
where they had never before ventured, and recruiting parties
were sent even into the remote islands and mourtain glens
of Wales and Scotland in an effort to satisfy the hurger
for more men. The limited success of these efforts led to
Orders in Couricil providing for increased bounties and en-
listment bonuses as well as the payment of rewards to in-
formers. tetty malfactors were released from jail on con-
ditior. of their enlistment irn the marching regiments and

the peace~-time physical requirements were lowered.

22cherrard, Lord Chatham, 50.
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Appeals were sent to all parts of Englard to ald irn
the ratiorel effort and such cities as Lordor, Glasgow, and
Edirburgh offered supplemertary bonuses to erncourage volur-
teers to enlist ir the army. Frivate individuals offered
smaller inducements in ar. effort to further the national
cause.

The Frer.ch reacted to the official declaration of war
by dispatching & rew commander, the iarquis de Montcalm,
ard a reinforcement of 1,200 regular troops for service in
t.orth America. Montcalm was an experienced soldier and
realized two battalions were not erough, but the Frer.ch gov-
ernment concentrated its resources for the impending conflict
in Europe. Twelve hundred was all thaet could be spared. Al~-
though the two battalions were from LaSarre and Royal Rousil-
lor:, both crack regiments, the number seems especially insig-
rnificant compared with the hurdred thousand who would shortly
be fighting saria Theresa's battles agairst Frederick of
I russia,23

wortcalm's arrival in Cenada brought the number of reg-
ular lard troops to 3,792. In addition to these, there were
rresent in the colony 1,950 marine troops who were under the
control of the Department of the liarine and approximately
14,000 militia.24 These latter were excellent woods fight~

ers but were corzidered urreliable when forced to fight a

23Thomas Chapais, Le marguls de Moptcalm (Guebec, 1911),
5455,

241bid., 80-81.
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European~style battle, iontcalm was never able to assemble
wore than 4,000 Cenadian milltie at one time and was forced
to rely heavily upon his regular troops, of which he never
had enough, The 1200 men of LaSarre and Roysl Roussillon
were the last full battalions sent to Canada due to the
needs of the European war and the effectiveness of the Brit-
ish blockade, but the force of 20,000 mern capable of bear~
ing arms was vastly superior in numbers and firepower to
arnything available at that time in British iorth Amn:ica.zb
If the commencement of hostilities in Europe effective~
ly limited the number of troops France could spare for the
defense of her colonies, it is readily apparent that Great
Britair, with an army less than one-tenth the size of the
French army, wes in a perilous position., As soon as war
was declared continued fear of a French invasion forced
the British government to bring over 8,000 troops from Hesse
and Harover to defend the coasts of Ergland, The introduction
of foreign troops was regarded as a "blot upon our military
history® by the opposition to hLewcastle arnd his Whig minis-
try, but it allayed the invasion paric and bought the time
required for more effective measures.<® Farliement voted
large sums of money to provide for increasing the military
forces while new laws wezre enacted providing for the

Dyparkman, Mortcaln and Wolfa, Eaxt Oue, 103.
26corbett, England io the Seven Yeara Wax, I, 139.
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the enlistment of indentured servants and felons as well as
for increasing enlistment bonuses. 2’

In the fall of 1756 the ministerial crisis which had
been impending since the fall of Minorca came to a head
after the news of fresh reverses which were "laid at the
door of Newcastle's half-hearted measures...."28 From Ameri-
ca the news was less sensational but much more serious; in-
stead of allowing himself to be pushed back by Lord Loudon,
the Marquis de Montcelm had captured Fort Oswego, the most
important British post on the Great Lakes. The accumulation
of misfortunes in 1756 finally put England in a state of
angry and sullen despondency almost unparalled in her history.
The popular clamor became so insistent that the Newcastle
cabinet was forced to rasign.29

On November 15, 1756, William Pitt became the principal
Secretary of State in a new cabinet under the nominal leader-
ship of the Duke of Devonshire. Pitt accepted the post on
his own terms. He publicly asserted that only he could save
England and made it a gine gua non that the House of Commons

agree to vote everything he asked even before he agreed to

join the ministry. The government was quickly reorganized

27see Scot's Magagine, XVIII (January, 1756), 47, for
the text of the Order in Council establishing enlistment
bounties, and XVIII (July, 1756), 324, for the text of the
Act providing for the enlistment of indentured servants for
service in America.

Bcorbett, England in the Seven Years War, I, 49.

Les 29N, E. Whitton, Wolfe and North America (Boston, 1929),



according to Fitt's requirements and FParliament voted on
appropriation of one million pounds for 1757 as compared
to the 200,000 pounds so grudingly granted for 175630

The main lines of the war policy which is Fitt's chief
claim to fame were set forth in the speech he prepared for
King George II to be delivered from the throne on December
2, 1756.31 Before the end of December a new militis bill
was passed, increased subsidies were voted to enable Freder-
ick of Frussia to maintain the army of 100,000 men with
which he was keeping at bay 500,000 encircling enemies, the
Hessian and Haroverian troops were sent home, and new poli-
cies put into operation to increase the military forces.

Lorng before Fitt came to power it was apparent that the
unsystematic hole-and~corner methods of coercion and bribery
and the antagonizing tyranny of the press-gangs were inade-
quate to meet the rapidly increasing demand for troops.
Fitt was convinced the manpower needs of the nation could be
met by increasing the inducement for voluntary enlistments
and by making military life more attractive. By far the
most important single measure taken by Fitt to increase the
regular army, however, was the recrulting of entire new regi-

ments from among the Highland "Jacobite" clans of Scotlarnd.

Ostarley Fargellis, Loxd Loudon in Lorth America (New
Haven, 1933), 286.

Il see Arperdix A for an extract of King George's speech.
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This was indeed an inovation which Fitt must be given the

credit for implementing, although the idea was not new, 34

Fitt had few friends. He had long been bitterly dis-
liked by the King for his antagonistic policy toward Harover
and had no real following of his own. Newcastle, despite
his obvious incompetence, retained his majority in both
houses and immediately began to intrigue for Fitt's down-
fall. The machinations of his enemies succeeded in driving
him out of the cabinet for a brief period, but before the
fall of his first ministry Fitt inaugurated the policies of

victary.sa

32xfter the "Glorious Revolution" of 1688 removed the
Stuart dynasty from the British throne there were numerous
people, especially in the Scottish Highlands, who continued
to recognize James II and his descendants as the legitimate
rulers. They are called "Jacobites" from Jacobus, the Latin
form of Jemes, Those people who supported the Haroverian
dynasty, the supremancy of FParliamert, and the rights of the
people, as opposed to Stuart absolutism, were called "Whigs."
There were a number of Jacobite rebellions after 1689, the
most important of which took place in 1715 and 1745, and
the House of Harover and its adherents viewed the pro-Stuart
faction with fear and distrust. See George F. Insh, Ihe

Jacobite iovement (Edinburgh, 1952).
33corbett, Enaland in the Seven Yeaxs War, I, 156.
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