Eastern Illinois University

The Keep

Masters Theses Student Theses & Publications

1968

From Romance to Realism: A Study of Sinclair
Lewis's Early Novels Culminating in Main Street

Sylvia Walborn

Eastern Illinois University
This research is a product of the graduate program in English at Eastern Illinois University. Find out more
about the program.

Recommended Citation

Walborn, Sylvia, "From Romance to Realism: A Study of Sinclair Lewis's Early Novels Culminating in Main Street" (1968). Masters
Theses. 4132.
https://thekeep.eiu.edu/theses/4132

This is brought to you for free and open access by the Student Theses & Publications at The Keep. It has been accepted for inclusion in Masters Theses

by an authorized administrator of The Keep. For more information, please contact tabruns@eiu.edu.


https://thekeep.eiu.edu
https://thekeep.eiu.edu/theses
https://thekeep.eiu.edu/students
www.eiu.edu/englishgrad
www.eiu.edu/englishgrad
mailto:tabruns@eiu.edu

PAPER CERTIFICATE #3

To: Graduate Degree Candidates who have written formal
theses.

Subject: Permission to reproduce theses.

The University Library is receiving a number of requests from
other institutions asking permission to reproduce dissertations
for inclusion in their library holdings. Although no copyright
laws are involved, we feel that professional courtesy demands
that permission be obtained from the author before we allow
theses to be copied.

Please sign one of the following statements.

Booth Library of Eastern Illinois University has my permission
to lend my thesis to a reputable college or university for the
purpose of copying it for inclusion in that institution's library or
research holdings.

/j/c’-ﬁ /.)?, /9L &

f Date Author

I respectfully request Booth Library of Eastern Illinois University
not allow my thesis be reproduced because

Date Author

/LB818L1.C5?XW1513>C2/



'FROM ROMANCE TO REALISM: A STUDY OF SINCLAIR LEWIS'S

EARLY NOVELS CULMINATING IN MAIN STREET
( ITLE)

BY

Sylvia Walborn

THESIS
SUBMITTED IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS
FOR THE DEGREE OF

Master of Science in Education

IN THE GRADUATE SCHOOL, EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
CHARLESTON, ILLINOIS

EAR

| HEREBY RECOMMEND THIS THESIS BE ACCEPTED AS FULFILLING
THIS PART OF THE GRADUATE DEGREE CITED ABOVE

08

DATE ADVISER

Legunk 12, 1947

J DATE 7/ DEPARTMENT HEAD




In the early 1900's the words "Msin Streot™ meant little besides a
loc:l address, Thare probably were some to whom the words asant amallness -nd
nedioerity, but moet felt that the midwestern imerican small tovn hsd nothing
wroag with 1t. Then in 1920 the publication of Sinclair Lewis's Mgin Strest
uade the title a syrmtoel of the dullness and provinclialism of small towns. HSut
what pooplog them and now, do not realize is that Maln Street was not Sinclair
Lowig®s first revelation of the "Villege Virus,® His first ploture of Main
Street with its accorpanying dullness was given in Our Mr. Wrenn es Lewis
showd this meek man searching for identity and rebelling sgainst the drabmass
of his 1life., The search was trested mors seriously in The Trail of the Hawk.
To Una Golden in The Job there was little tov keep her in the village of
Ponana, Pennsylvania. "Te Una there was ne romznce in the sick mansion, no
kindly dewocracy in the village street, no bare freedom 1m tho hills beyond.
She was not much te blamey she was a creature of action to whom this constrictad
torm had denied all action axoept sweening. »1 Although the Applebys in The
innoce were n:stive Now Yorkers, they also knew the pains of the Villagw
Virmsy for it was "to this meek race, doing the city’s work and forgotten by
the oity they have built, belonged the Applebys."g Froe Air had no one specific
suil-town setting, but from Sohoenstrom, Minnesota, to Seattle, both Milt
Dazzatt and Claire Boltwood were plagued by the desire for an adventure in 1life
to escape the pangs of the Village Virus.,

In order for the reader to more fully understand his concepts, Lewis

defined the Village Virus in The Tyai) of the Hawk by having Lone Stillman

Linclsir Lewts, The dob (New York, 1917), p. 16.

®Sinclair Lowis, The Innogents (New York, 1517), p. 2.



explain to Carl why he should not attend the small college at Plato.

Proper! Refining! Son, son, are you going to get Joralemon-
ized? If you want what the French folks call the grand manner, if
you're going to be a tip-top, A Number 1, genuwine grand senyor, ox
howsver they pronounoce it, why, all right, go t» it; that's one
way of playing a big game, But when it comes down to s short-bit,
fresh-water sewing-circle like Plato College, where an imitation
scholar tsaches you imitation trenslations of useless classics,
and amble-footed girls teach you imitation party mammers that‘d
meke you just as plumd ridic'lous in a real salon as they would
in a lumber-campye. « « Son, I've learned this in my life and
I've done quite some hiking at that, even if I didn't have the
book-1'arin' and the git-up-and-git to make anything out of my
experience., It's a thing I ain't big encugh to follow up, but I
know it's there. Life is Just a 1ittle old ohecker game played
by the alfzlfa contingent at the couniry store unless you've got
an ambition that's too big to ever quite lasso it. TYou want to
know that there's something ahead that's bigger and more beautiful
than anything you've ever seen, and never stop till--well, till
you can't follow the road any more. And anything or anybedy that
doesn't paock any surprises--get that?--surprises for you, is
dead, and you want to slough it like s snake does its gkin. TYou
want to keep on remembering that Chicago's beyond Joralemon, and
Paris beyond Chicago, and heyond Psris--well, maybe there's somo
big peak of the Himalayas.

In Main Street Guy Pelloock expained the same thing in more detail
when Cyrol asked him why he remained in Gopher Prairle.

The Village Virus is the gerw which--1t's extraordinarily like
the hook-worfi--it infects ambitious people who stay too long in the
provinces. You'll find it epidemic among lawyers and doctors and
rinisters and college-bred merchants--all these people who have
had a glimpse of the world that thinks and laughs, but have returned
to their swamp, I'wn a perfect axample. But I sh'n't pester you
with my dolors. « » I deoided to leave here. Stern resolution.
Frasp the world. Then I found that the Village Virus had me,
absolute! I didn't want to face new streets and younger men--
real competition. It was tooheasy to4go on: msking out conveyances
and arguing ditching cases. S0 + + .

Certainly not all of Lewis®s characters felt suffocated by the sameness
of the small town. Captain Lew Golden felt that "Panama, Pennsylvania, was

-
good enough for anybody.”° However, his daughter Una did not have this deep

35inclair Lewlis, The Trall of the Hawk (New York, 1915)s Pps 42, 50e
sinelatr Lewis, Maln Street (New York, 1970), pp. 153, 154.

SI-'OM-S: Ihe Job, p. 4.



devotion for her home town. Even aftor marriage and life in the city she
“now and then doubted, and looked up from the pile of her husbend's white-
footed black.cotton socks to guestion whother life need be confined to Panams
and Pomberton and Sohwirtz."®

The farm wife in Tho Inpogents exprossed the same impression of 1lif's
as she looked wnrshipfully at the wandering Applebys smd said, "X wish my old
an and I could do that. Gawd! 1 wouldn®t care how cold we got. Just ret
2wy for a month! Then I'd be willing to come back hers and go on oooking up
meuses. He goes into toun alwost every day in wirnter--he's there now~--but I

ay here and Sust wox*k."‘?

Ia Free Alr the Village Virus afifected several, but Milt Daggetl was
upset by small-towm complamncy long before hia laft his home towm, “When hs tud
suggestel the town buy a dynamo with a gns sngine to have eleotric lights
"The hicks alnost died of nervousncss. » o o"C Aud then when some of the
loezl cltizens of Schoenstrom, Mimnssotag thought the Gomez.Deperdussin looked
too heavy, Milt's corment was "Troudle with you fellows is you're always soared
of anything that's x'le':t--;r.."9

The Virus affected Professor Frazer in The Trail of the Hawk by
foreing him to leave the villaze of Plate whea he could no longer withatand the
gossip about him and his teachings. In the same book Carl ZIrioson ssamed plocsed
when Gortle broke the small.town boredom of Joralawon by working diligently

with the Village Improvement Cormittee and plenning a Sundey eehool pienic,

ﬁm., p, 256.

"Lowis, The Imnocents, p. 144.

8sinclair Lewis, Free Alp (New York, 1919}, p. 54.
p1d., pe S8.



The Villege Virus reached its apex in Main Street, Gopher Prairie,
Minnesota. Lewis urote episode after episode desoribing the narrouness amd
cruelty of small-town life. Fern Mulling was forsed to resign froa her
teaohing position just as Professor Fraser had desa in Ihe Trall of the Hawk.
And like Ferm !nllins, Carol Kemmioott, left Gopher Prairle after deciding
that it was not the rusticity which drove people fram small towms, but it was

s ¢ o an untmaginatively standaydised background, a slugglshness of

spesoh anl manners, a rigid ruling of the spirit by the desire

to appeer reapectsbls. It is ocontentment., . . the eententment of

the Quiet cdead, who are socormful of the living for thelr restless

walicing, It is negation canoniged as the ons positive virtue., It

is the prohibition of happriness. It is slavery self-sought zzi

self-defended. Tt is dullness made God.

A savorless people, guoping tasteless food, and sitting
aftersvard, coctlsss and thoughtless, in reoking-ochairs priockly

with aane decorations, listening te meotanical music, saying

mechanioal things about the emgellence of Ford aubomybln, and

viewing thamsalves as the greatest rmcs in the world.

Lewis's heroes consistently searched for a method of coambating the
Virvcs effectivaly. In the early novels it was travel and romence which
strengthansd them.,

Mr. Wremny, in the sarliest novel, wanted to travel. He spent much
time plamning and saving, but it was the inheritance whiech gave him ths nesns
to leave his dull, dreary Job. Then he tried to persuade a fellow ssarcher,
Horton, to zcnompany him. “hen he refused, Mr. Wrenn found Istra Nssh., She
proved to be his firgt romantic love. Due largely to her influense, Le returned
tw the United States as amore content, stronger msn than he had been whem he left,

The Trail of the Hawk is much more vigorous. Carl had more of a

12

flalr for adventure than did ¥r. Wrenn. Instsud of reading travel folders

Lovis, Kaln Street, pp. 257, 268.
Dshaldon Forman Orebstein, Simclair Lewis (Wew York, 1982), p. 39.
1304roy Boynton, Nore Cantemgorary Americens (Chicago, 1929), p. 1e2.



vhen he wanted to travel, Carl would hire a racing car and drive a hundred
miles in the snow. Plato College did not offer many solutions, nor did his
flying all over the ecountry during the early days of aviation. His childhood
sweetheart, Gertie, was not the anaswer either., The Virus never completely
left him until he met Ruth Winslow who was also searching as evidenced in
this passage?
'I'n afraid I'm nothing so interesting,® he said; 'but I have

wanted to see new places and new things--.and I've more or less

sesn 'om., Yhon I've got tired of one towmy, I've aimply up and

beat it, and when I got there-~whersver there was--I've looked

for a job. And--Well, I haven'’t lost anything by it.*
Ruth answered.

tllave you really? That's the wost wonderful thing to do in
the world, My travels have been Cook's tours, with our owm little
Thomas Cook and Son right in the family-+I1've never even had the
mad freedom of choosing between a tour of the Irish bogs and an
educational pilgrimage to the shrines of celsbratsd brewsrs, Xy

people have always chosen for me. But I've wanted-— One doesn't

imerely go w3 thout, having sn objective, or an ®wuse for going,

I supposa.?

Some characters never searched deeply, for the Village Virus was
not so agoniszing to them as to others. In Ihg Jgb Mrs. Golden believed
she oould have been s romsntic person if she had not married Mr. Golden. She
questioned enough o bs vaguely discontentad wit did not try to acquire
understanding or kmowledge.

In the same book, another character, Walter Babson, was willing to work
to escape the boredom and routine of his father's farm yard, He had sufficient
strength o leave Una whan she refused to give him a position in her affections
aoove that of her mother,

As soon as her father died and Unu had to make decisions, she decided
to leave her bhome town. The Virus quite often caught up with her in the oity,

but her ambition te succeed in business drove all else from her mind., FEvem her

Y enie, The Trall, p. 268.



desire to adopt a child was submerged before ths desire to be a successful
business waman. Schwirtz's love did not strengthen her, but Walter Babson's
gave promise of so doing.

The Virus was not limited to the young. The elderly Mr. and Mrs.

Appleby in The Innocents were eager to get away from the sickness surrounding

their tedious lives. Their searching was not without fear, for when traveling
by water Mr. Appleby tried to convinoe himself that he was not afraid. He

kept telling himself that "It wasn’t gemuine fear. It was the growing psin

of freedom."™* It was difficult for them to break completely with their

former habits and surroundings. Even after they decided to leave a steady
income to buy a tea room, they clung to suoh habits as arranging the furniture
as it had been in their flat in New York. Mrs. Appleby especially was strength-
ened by the vagabond trip. The consciousness of thelr love for each other
assisted them to hold their heads high and maintain their independence of

their daughter lulu.

In Free Alr it was primarily Milt Daggett who felt the stufiness of
the tiresome people and events in his home town. Until Claire met Milt, she
had not realired how confined she had been by scoiety's niocetles.

Because the auto trip across the United States at this time was an
exoliting adventure, Claire grew in her understanding. Love added to this gave
her strength to oppose her family who felt Milt was beneath her on the social
ladder. This love also gave Milt the encouragement he needed to better himsalf
by attending college.

The optimism about the possibility of new places making for a better
person is not ruch evident in Main Street. Unlike the earlier novels, the

M ewvis, The Tnnocents, p. 1.



the foous in Mainp Street 1s more on the enviromment than on the individual,
In the novals frem Our Hr. Wrenn to Free Air, environmment had been eubordinate,

It was primarily Carol who searched in Maip Street. The others in
Gopher Prairie, including Will, were falrly content with things as they found
them. They accepted things as they happened, but they never searched. Carol
wanted to reform, to rebuild, to rearrange in order to fight the Village
Virus. The vacation to Cazlifornia and her stsy in Washington helped in her
adjustment, but there wore no long adventures in Main Street to oompare with
Mr. Wrenn's trip to England in Our Mr. Wrenn. There was no active business
world for Carol as there was for Una in The Job. There was no wandering
aimtessly as in The Imnocents. There was 1o oross-country auto trip as in
Free Alr.

Even though oharacters in all the early novels traveled in quest of
something, Lewis always brought hie herves baok to thelr beginnings wiser and

better able to cope with the Brces that had previously defeated thom.le'

Only in The Irail of the Bawk did the hero rise above his village
origin to attain a nationmal reputation. The others only rose slightly. MNr.
Wrenn was stlll a clerk at the end of the story. He might have been a2 more
contented olerk, but he was still a oclerk. Seth Appleby began as a clerk in
a, shoe store. He ended as oowowner of a small-town shoe store. Uns Golden
progressed in the business world froa an office girl to a minor executlve in
a hotel chain. Milt Daggett sold his garage in erder to study engineering.
Carol first sntered Gopher Prairie as a happy bride with illusions of what her
life was to be. She returmed as a matron with one child, expecting anotherg

but she no longer had any false perceptions of her future life with Will,

1oGrebstetn, p. 68.

16&1@_0, P- 39.



Loneliness sometimes resulted from the searching., Mr. Wrenn felt
that he was never a part of Istra‘'s way of life, and when she left him in
Caravanseral he “tried to think for the rest of the night of how deeply he
was missing lMorton of the cattle-boat now that---now that he had no friend in
all the hostile world ."17 Even as Carl Ericson grew in popularity and met
wany new and interesting people as he flew across the country, he feit thrat
if be "didn't have 0ld Martin trailing along, smoking his corn-cob pipe aund
saying what he thinks, I'd die of loneliness sometimes on the hike from meet
to meat.“ls Una Golden thought of herself a8 "a woman desperately hungry
for life. « . 3 prisoner of affection and consciensce . . » 2 vaman of starile
sorrow."lg ¥r. and Mrs. Appleby felt lonely in their daughterfs house,
surrounded by people, "they make us old, and we begging for a chance to be

young and sitting here and sitting here. . . .“'90

It was in Main Street, however, that Lewls permitted so many people
to suffer from such deep loneliness that there szemed to be no possibla
zratification. Miles Bjormstam accepted the town’s rejection of him before
his marriage, but afterwards he could net accent their obvious refusal to
acknowladge his and his wife's respectability. Erik Volberg, who seemed some-
what effeminate and foppish to the townspeople, deserted Carol, his only closs
friend, when he realized her husband knew of his advances to her. Besides
Carol thers had been no one in the town who understoed his frustration in not
being able to exercise his talents. Even his attempt to organicze a tennis

tournament ended in a failure with his being excluded from the soclal cirovle.

Y7sincratr Levis, Our Mr. Wremgn (New York, 1914), p. 134.

18 ewis, The Trail of the Hawk, p. 216.
191'9"13! The Job, p. 117,

"Lewis, The Immocanta, p. 9%



But it was Will Kemnicott who axpressed the deepest loneliness as he explained

to Carol why he was not going to ask her to leave Vaghington and return to

Copher Prairie.

It's been a whale of a fight, But I guesss I've got myself
to see that you won't ever stand G.P. unless you want to ocome
‘buck to it. 1 needn't say I'm crary to heve you. But I won't
ask you. I Just want you to knoew how I wzit for you. Every
malli I look for a letter, and when I get one 1'm kind of socared
to open it, I'm hoping so much that you're coming back. Evenings
~oemmamemeYOU know I didn't open the cottags down at the lake at all,
this pust swmmer. Simply couldn't stand ell the others laughing
and swimming, snd you not there. I used to sit on the porch in
town, and I.-..I couldn't get over the feeling that you'd simply
run up to the drmiz store and would be right bagk, and till after
it got dark I'd catoch myself watohing, looking up the street, 2and
you never cams, end the house was so expty and still that I didn’t
like to go in. And sometimes I fell sslesp there, in my chair,
and didn't wake up till after midnight, and the house-~Oh, the
devil! Please get me, Carrie, I just wznt you to know how, welsoome

you'll be if yon ever do come. Iut J'm not asking you to‘.“!l

The domlnant characleristic of the five early novels is that they
are all mmancess.?'?' These idyllic romances presented a pileture of Amorican
nidle~class success, Kis sarly hercves did set oui on new adventures, did
gain poise and ¥mowledge, but they never forgot who they were. They 2li began
end ended as simple and luwly psople, with the exseption of Carl Erleson who
for 2 short time gained the atlention of the entire ctmn‘t.ry.z3

In 3ll five of the esrly novels ths characters were corteoant when tha
story ended. Mr. ¥Wrenn was sztisfied with his thirty~two dollar a week salary
and playing draughts with Nelly. Ruth and Carl were happy going to buenos
Alres, with no definits long-range plans. Una Golden felt she would be content
to continue gg acareer woman after marrylng Walte:r Babson, but would feel more

fulfillment if they had a baby. The Applebys were proud im their newly found

gllﬁﬁis, I?-_.m St-mﬁ’ Pe 420:

*Aark Sohorer, Sincleir Lewiet An American Life (New York, 1961), p. 1S.

7
2"Gmbsteﬁ.n, Pe €4,
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small.tom haven, Milt and Claire balleved thelr etory was only begluning.

Sat 1n Main Streget all did not end so happily. Even though Carol
roturned to Will and to Gopher Prairie, she still would not acdmit defeat.

Though she shoulcd return, she said, she would not be utterly
defeated, She was glad of her rebellion. The priarie was no longer
empty land in the sun-glare; it was ths living tawnmy beast which
she had fought and made beautiful by fighting; and in the vlllage
streets wers shadows of ber desires anc the soung of her
marching and the seeds of mystery and greatness.™

Whan she returned home, Will admitted he liked his privacy as well as she did;
thewefore he did not invite her to share his mow. The story ended with iill
thinking 2bout the trivial, everv-day thinge ian their lives, This endless
concern £or the ocarmomplace things was one of the things which had ariginally
given Carol reason tao rebel,

The dominant theme of Lewis's early romantlc novels was eduostion~-
improvement, vrogress, finding the proper set. of ideals and making thewm mality.as
In these books, Dook learming ie subordinate to lsarning about manmers,
appeayances, practical or vocational skills, becoming kaenmer observers of
izman nature and better able to handle people. BPut the charaoters never reach
g0 high that the yeader cannot identify with them.

This formal education theme was evident in OQur Mr. Wrenn when Dr.
Mittyford did not cemsure Mr. Wrenn for his lack of literary knowledgs. bBut
travsl interested Mr. Wremn moye and ocoupled more of hia time. It was largely
Istra?s teachings which made him able to return to his job and be oms a success-
ful man. In The Trail of the Hawyk Carl Erioson sought a college education until

his fellow-thinker, Profeseor Frazer, was dismissed for his heresies. Than Carl

**Lewis, Malp Stzeet, p. 424
_
2 Grebstein, p. 64.

26%- » Do 40.
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left alse. Travel replaced ocollege. Carl had wanted a college educatiown
because he bglleved a formal education was necossary if he was ever %o be
vorthy of Gertis. He felt cluasy beside her and her friends. But not all the
students at Plate College tock school seriously. They called Gemie Linderbeok
queer beoczuse he was "interestad in Greek books guite outside of the course,
fond of drinking tea, and devoid of merit in the three manly arts--athletics,

flirting, and breaking rules by amok!.ng."zl?

learning to fly and meeting
Ruth made Carl realize "that life's real adventure is not adventuring, but
finding the play-mate with whom ¢to quest life‘'s manlng."za He was lesrning
of life beyond the achool wulls.

The fara womsn in Fre¢ Air was proud that her children had goue
% public school and learsted to speak socislly approved Englisht

Oh, miss, I don't know wvot I should do. My boys go on the

public school, and thay apeak American jJust so goot as you. Oh,

I vant man lets me luff Americe. But paps he says it is an Unsinnj

you got the money, he says, nobody should care if you are American

or 01d Country people. I should vish I could ride ome in an aute-

mobile! But-.I am so *shamed, so 'shamed that I wust sit and ses

Ky Mann make Ebia. Forty years 1 been married to him, and pretty

soon I dle---
Apparently her husband did not fesl the same way. In the same novel Milt
attended engineering school, but he realized that a formal education wss not
sufficient, He alsv took lessons in temnis, dancing, and bridge in order that
he gould better fit into the socliety tbat Claire knew.

The Applebys in The Imnoognts had trouble developing a praotical skill
in order to earm a liwvelihood. When they did, it slso gave thsa the kmowledge

of how to handle their daughter Lulu.

“"Lewis, The Trall of the Eawk, pe 65.
m't p. 378.

1euis, Froe Alr, p. 19.
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Not much was written about fermal education in ¥aln Street. Both
Will and Carol appreciated their soheeling, but did not brag abeut it. Witheut
it Will could never have becoms the respected decter that he was, and Carol
might not have felt that she had the necessary knswledge to improve the town.
Neither Miles, Erik, Femn, or Carocl are able to accept vhat they see ner
creatively promote axy progress or improvement.

Quite often a charecter's reading material revealed ss mnch ebout
him as his words or aotions, Istra Rash made Mr, Wreman feel that his
imovledge of Kipling and Shakespsare was meager compared to her knowledge of
Histzsche. Dr., Mittyferd overvhelmed him vith his talk of Walter Pater,
Shelley, The Rubaivat, snd Aeschylus. At times Una Goldem was serious in her
reading, but usually it was only when she had a definite purpose in mind, sush
as succeeding in the business world. During her marriage te Schwirtz whem
her careeor seemed ended, she read light novels whioh acted as a drugs, In
keeping with his ocharecter, Sechwirts sought ucapo in reading detective steries
after he was dismissed. 0ld Mr. Appledy read to pass the time when he had no
work. Milt's reading was rather haphazard until be met Ruth. Thea he becams
sore systematio and even beught a rhetorio to stody, It was in Malip Stroet
that Levis caused people'’s reading habits to become of ever greater importance.
Carol’s lov opinien of Gopher Prairie's natural habits was substantialized ¥y
the shallov reading habits ef some oiticens ss revealad at the firset party

have you been reading this serial 'Two Out'’ in

Coriing yarn! Gosb, the fellow that wrote it certainly can sling
baseball slangt

o ¢ +Chet Daghawvay leaned over and said utbmttoclly, 'Say, x?ah,
Tales

The others tried to loek literary. Rarry Haydoek effered
'Juanits is a grest hand for reading high-class stuff, like *Mid
of the Nagnolias® by this Ssra Hetwiggin Butts, and *Riders of Ranch
Reckless”. Books. DBut me, he glanced about impertantly, as one
convinoed that no other here had ever been in se strange a plight,
*I'm 30 darn busy I don't heve smuch time to read.'
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*I ngver read anything I can't cbeok against,® sald Sam %0
Clark. Thus ended the literary portion of the convereation. . .

Will falled to understand wiy Carol wanted to buy books when the library
already had so many:

The authors whom she read were most of them frightfully anncyed
by the Vida Sherwins. They were young American soclologists, young
English realists, Russian horroristsi Anatole Franoce, Rolland,
fexo, Wells, Shaw, Key, Edgar Lee Hasters, Theodore Drelser,

Sherwood Anderson, Henry Menoken, and all the other subversive

philosepheras and artisis whom women were consdulting everywhsre,

in bhatik-curtained studios in Bew York, in K.nsas farmhouses,

San Franoisoco draving-reame, Alsbama schoole for Negroes. From

thexn she got the same confused desire which the million other

women feltj the same determimation to be clau-commhwithout

discovering the class of which she was to be consclous.
Carol was surprised, however, when she discovered that not all the people
read superfiolally. Scme,such as Dr. Westlake and lymsn Cass, had read
and were able to quote books that even her father bad never read.

lewis's ooncern with the common plece went beyond such details as
people’s reading habits. As a romantiolst Lewls was concerned with the
regeneration of obamotor.sz Mr. Wremn acco=mplished this to a certain extent
as he became more masterful to his employer, ¥r. Cuilfegle, and as he helpad
Charley Carpeater to quit drinking. Unz Golden changed after her mother's death
as she bravely sold the old furniture which had been a part of her entire life
and moved into a rooming besuse among strangers. Her move into an apartment with
Mrs. lavwrenoe demanded an even greater adjustwent. However, it was the Applebys
who made the mest drastie shange. These slderly bherces left the physical
oconfort of their bome in oxder to start a business of their ewn. Again they

lef't comfort whan they left their dsughter's home to become travelers. It is

OLevis, Maln Street, p. 54.

nM'n pP. 266,

3zGrebst.ein, pe 52.
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espeoially noteworthy that Mother, who had always been submissive, was able
to browbeat an entire sheriff®s posse. Perhaps equally heroic was Pather®s
bluff of an entire town into thinking he was an experienced treveler capable
of being an exmoutive.

With the possible exception of Will, there was 2o dramatic regensr-
ation of oharacters in Maip Stregh. Most of the tounspeople were content to
go on as they bad in the past. The Scandinavian hired girls and others who
were dissatisfied with cenditions left. In the beginning Carol disliked what
she saw in Copher Prairie, and she had not changed her ocutloek when the
boek ended,

In the early novels Levis's concern with the cammonplace is quite
evident, but his concern is with a surface realism, or a realistic deseriptien

33

of the physisal enviromment. And becsuse lowis was a romantlcist, he was

homey and folksy and opposed people whom be suspescted of thinking of thamselves
as being superior.’ He went inte great detail to describe Wremn's selling
the Dixleland Inkwell, It added 1little to the plot but tended to cast a halo
of romansce about the whole precess of selling. The desoription ef Mrs. Arty's
boarding house tended to make it all munoh more glamorous tham it wass

Seversl persons (they seamed dezens, in their livelinsess)
were singing and sheouting to pilano music, in the midst of a
gonerel redness ant brightness of furnishings—red paper and
worn red carpet and a high eelling with circular meuldings tinted
in pink. Hand-painted pictures of old mills and ladies breeding
over saslmen sunsets, and an especially hand-painted Christmas scens
with snow of inlaid mother-of-pearl, animated the walls. On a
golden-oak center-table was a large lamp with a mosaic shade, and

through its mingled bits eof green and red and pearl glass storwed
ths brilliance of a mantle-light.

The roam was orowded with tufted plush and imitation-lesther
chairg, side-tables and corner braokets, a oouck and a *lady’s

3
2 pt 510

“Sohoror, pP. 81,
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desk.' Green and red and ysllow vases adorned with figures of
youthful lovers crammed the top of the piano at the farther end
of the room and the polished black marble mantel of the fireplace.
The glaring gas raced the nearth-fire for snap snd glare and
axoitement, The profuasion of furniture was like a tumlti the
redness and oakness and polishedness of furniture was a dizgzying
aotivity; and it was all ovoghohmgly magnified by the laughter
and singing abeut the planc.

In his next novel, The Trail of the Hawk, lLewls wrote in great
detail of Carl's nlane race to New Haven. Carl notad that

The sun was aver brighter; the horizon ever wider, rimming
the sauncer-shaped earth. When he flew near the Sound he saw that
the fog had almoat passed. The water was gentle and colored like
pearl, lapping the sands, smoking toward the radisnt sky. He passed
ovar summer cottages, vacant and aslesp, wlth fantastic holidey
roofs of red and green. Gulls soared liks flying 31ck138 of silvar
over the aopal sea. Even for tha racer thero wasz peszce.

The particulars of the Appleby's newly furnished tea room were even
more carefully given., Mr. Appleby was so concernsd about not over-burdening
his wife that he did all the purebssing. He bought

Tea-cups and saudere gllded like shaving-mugs and equally
thtck. Golden-oak chairs of mid-Chautauqusn patterns, with backs
of saw-mil)l Hevpelwhite; chairs of cane and rsttan with fussy
sorolls and aurliounes of wicker, the backs set askew. Reed tables
with gollops of wiokerj plais black woodexz tables that were like
kitohen tables cnce removed} folding-tables that msy have been
sultable to aardplayings; if you didn’t play anything more exciting
than cssince Flat silver that was heavily plated emcept where
it wan likely to wear, Tea-pots of mottled glase, and eream-jugs
with inobs of gilt, and square china ash-trays on which one instin-
stively axpeoted to find the legend *Souvenir of Niagara Falls,'
Too many cake-baskets and too few sugar-bowls. Dark blue plates
with warts on the edges and melancholy landscapes painted in the
centers. Chintzes and wall..papers of patterns fashiomable in 1890,
Tea-cartons that had the mest inspiring labels§ cocoa that was
bitter and pepper tbsxi was.nild} preserves that were generous with
hayseed and glucese.

Even the menu had gilt edges with embossed forgel.me-nets.

*Lewts, Our Mp. Wremn, p. 165.
%®Levis, The Trail of the Hamk, p. 196.
“"Levie, The Inmocents, p. 37.
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In Fxge ALy BA2V-a0k Claire's aute trip across the United States
vas as detalled as Srgpdiang trips had been in The Irall of the Hawk.

Even 2 hzlt caused by mmg we asscribed in minute detail: '

v o o TND. J000: ahead was a wet black smear, criss-crossed
with rute. Ehe.qep-abet into o morass of prairie gumbo--whioh is
wud mixed with tap, fly~paper, fish glne, and well.chewed, chocolate-
ocovered cavanels: . Wem osttle get ke guzbo, the farmers send for

the stump~dynsmite and try blasting.

Lewie's desire te oreaterealism by vivid descriptions continued in
Mein Street. Te stremgthan the difference in his charaotars Lewls gave two
accounts of Main Street By two people who zrrived in town on the same day.
Carol saw

o o o that Qephor Prairie was merely sn snlargzement of all the hamlets
which they had:-Ysen passing., Only to the eyes of a Kennloott was

it exceptiomal. The buddled low wroden houses broke the plains
scarcely mapp {0ep would a hazel thicket. The fields swept up to

1t, past 1t. It was umproteoted and unnrotecting; there was ne
digaity ia {4.90r sny hope of greatness. Only the tall red grain-
elevator and a few timany ohurch.steeples rose from the mass. It

was & Croutipy 9amp., It was not a place to live in, not possibly,

not ocenseivakly.

e o «The twuin wan entering town. The houses on the outskirts were
dusky eld red mansiens with wooden frills, or gaunt frame shelters
like grocery bLemes, or nsw bungalows with comecreto foundations
imitating M‘

Jow the truin wae passing the elevator, the grim storage-
tanks for eoil, a sreamery, .g lumber-yard, a stock-yaré cuddy and
tu!lplod “v'm. e o

Bea Seremson, who had never seen se many people in one rlace wss awed by
what she eaw.

The Bor Ton Store—big ae four barns--my! it would simply
scare a pereen tn go in there, with ceven or eight clerks 3ll
looking at you. And the men's suits, on figures Just like human,
And Axml Bgge's, like home, lots of Swedes and Norskes in there,
and a card of dandy buttons, like rubies.

A drug store with a soda fountsin that wac just huge, awful

u“"i” Freq 442, p. 4.

®Levis, Malp Strest, pp. 0, 3.
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long; and all lovely marble} and on it there was a great big lamp
with the biggest shade you ever saw--all different kinds colored
glass stuck togethert and the soda spouts, they were silver, and
they came right out of the bottom of the lampstand. .

Eea stood on the corner of Main Street and Washington Avenue.
The roar of the city begsn to frighten her. %ro were five auto-
mobuls on the street all at the same time. . .

What Lewis was saying was that what you see depends on what you are.“’

In the romances Lewis sometimes became sontlunhl,‘z

but this was
largely oconfined to the first five novels. Mr. Wrean's farewsll to Istra was
much more sentimental than Carol's farewell to Will. Istra spoke of future
plans and then called to Mr. Wrenn by her pet name, "0, Mouse, wait just a

monent, w43

Then she kissed him farewell and ran upstairs. Carol's leave-taking
was not so tender. After Will declared that Carvl was his whole life, she
abruptly asked, "You have a right to me if you can keep me. Can you?'“ He
did not answer, and she left in a month, remembsring momentarily that she could
not have gone if Will had not given her money. But she went amyway.

In Free Air it was 1edy Vere de Veres, Milt's cat, which caused him
to act sentimentally. When she was killed by a bear, Milt said, "She'se-she’s
doach"‘s He was orying. Claire's response was quite touching. "Oh Milt—.Llast
night you sald Vere was all the family you had. You have the Boltwvods mt"%
Pinky's death in the same novel did not arouse nesrly as much feeling in either
Milt or Claire.

40&_ﬁ., Pp. 42, 43,

41&Ict:ox-ex-, p. 81l.

‘2&_@., Pe 79

"’Lmdl. Our Mr. Wremn, p. 232,

“Lovis, Main Street, p. 405.
“Slewis, Fape ALL, po 151.

*rvid.
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The Job had mmuoh more actual realism in it than the two previous
novels.?’ It was only when Una's mother died that Lewis permitted her to
indulge in any genuines tender feelings about her mother. As she lay on the
floor beside the bed where her dead mother rested, she spoke with sincere
feelings:

Mother. . .Mother. . Don't you hear mef It's Una calling.
Can't you ansver me this one last time? Oh, mother, think, mother
dear, I can't ever hear your voloe again if you don't speak to me
now. « + Don't you remsember how we want home to Panama, our last
vaocation?t Don't you ressmber how happy we were down at the lake?
Little mother, you haven't forgotten, have you? Even if you don’t
answer, you ‘mow I'm watching by you, don't you? See, I'm kissing
your hand. Oh, you did want me to sleep near you again, this last
night-.Oh, my Godt oh, my God! tho‘éast night I shall ever spend
with her, the very last, last night.

The Immooents has the greatest display of sonttmontality.‘g

For
axazple, when wealthy Mrs. Carter and her daughter finally patronized the
Appleby's tea room, their oconversation was over-heard by Father who was diamayed
to hear them speak haughtily of the room he had so carefully and lovingly
decorated. When they left him four dimes as a tip, he threw them in the fire-
pPlace. lLater he retrieved them because "Mother would need all the money he
could get for her in the coming wintry days of fallare-~fallure he himself had
brought upon hor.“so As fewer and fewer customers came to the tea roem, the
Applebys would sit "in the rose-arbor as though they were soon te lose it. The
roses were dead now, but a bank of purple asters growed by the laurel-bushes,
and in the garden plucky pansies withstood the chill. They tried to keep up

a pretense of happiness, but always they were listunmg--listonmg."S:L

After the Applebys gave up the tea room and returmed to New York, it

4'7(§1-ebst’.oin, pe 03.

48L¢wi.a. The Job, p. 127,

4'9(32'obat.oln, p. 53,

®Lewis, The Innocents, p. 82.

51
Igidos Pe 87,
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was not easy for them to secure jobs. Mr. Appleby's 01d employer had died, and
his son would not give the old man the job he had once hade Both Mother and
Father saved ir order to byy the other 2 Christmas gift. She bought him a
second-hand coat for thres dollars, and by hoarding his pennies he saved
seven dollars for her. Thelr fostivity wuas short-lived, however. After
celebrating by eating in a restaurant, Father was dismayed to find that his
overcoat had been stolen. To add toc their grief, lhe seven dollars had boen
inn ons of the ceat pocketls. As conditlons grew worse, they made elaboratws
olans fsr sulclde. TFather could not go through with the attempt, for his
thoughts kept retwiuing to his wife. "I must play te Mother again! Where 12
she? She needs me. She’s way off samewhere} she's helpless; she's calling
for me--my poor litile girl."sz He reached for s plate, threw it through a
window permlitting fresh aly to enterj and they discevered that they cenld
agaln make plans for the future.

Each of the eoarly novels had some satire, but it was usually directed
at characters instead of institutions., ©3Becauss it was scattered amd without
a definite frame of reference, it usually lacked the impesot it might have
e:u-n'te-d.s3 For example, Dr. Mittyford in Our Mr. Wregm was shown as a stuffy
and pompous academlc professor. In The Irall of the Hawk amother oollege
personage, President Wood of Plato College, urged the students not to attend
the University of Chicago because in the science department they were tsaching
evolution, The satire was not directed at learning but at the way it was
being misdirected.

Papa Gouraff, another victim of Lewis's satire, impressed Mr. Wrean.
"Papa Gouraff was a Russisp Jewwho had beaen a police spy in Poland and a hotel

*Lowvis, The Innocents, v. 136.
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proprietor in Mogador, whero he called himself Turkish and married a renegade
Armenian. He had a nose like a sickle and a neck like a blua.gum nigger. He
hoped that the place would degemerate into a Bohewmlan restaurant where liberal

olergymen would think they were slumming, and barbers would think they were

entertaining soolety, so he always wore a fes and talked bad Anbic.'“

In The Tmeil of the Hawk it was the young merried woman called
Tottykins whom Lewis desoribed thuss

Tottykins the fairy Tottykins the moderny Tottykins who bad
read Ihreo Weeks and nearly all of a wickad pevel in Frenoh; and
wore a large gold ovoss; Tottykins who worlasd so hard in her litile
flat that she had to rest all of every afterncon and morning;
Tottyklns the advanced and liberal-—yst without any of the extremes
of socialists and artists and vegetarians and other ill-oconditioned
persons who do not attend St. Orgul's; Tottykins the firmly domestic,
whose husband grew more worried every yeari Tottykins the intenssly
cultured and inquisitive about life, the primitively free and
pervasively original, who amnounced in publio places that she
wanted always to live like the spirit of the Danoing Baochante
statue, but had the assistani _rector of St. Orgul's in for coffee,
every fourth Monday eveming.

The sooizl system came under oriticliam in The Irail of the Hawk

s& Professor Fragser spoke:

s o« «Do you realise that I am not suggesting that there might
possibly soms dsy be a revolution In Ameriea, but rasther that now
I am stating that there is, this minute;, and for some years has
been, an sctusl state of warfare betwesn capital and labor? Do
you know that daily more people are saying epenly and violently
that we starve our poor, we stuff our own children with useless
bookishness, and work the aghildren of others in mills and let
them sell papers on the streets in red-light distriots at night,
and thereby prove our state nothing short of insane? If you tell
me that there is no revolution because there are no barriecades; I
point to actual battles at Homsstead, Pullman, and the rest, If
you say that there has been no declaratien of war, opgn war, 1

shall read you editorials from The Appoal to Reaeqn.
In the same novel Lewis became more of a reslist and oritic than he had

541-'1-. Qur Mp. Wrem, p. 2S5.

®Lawis, The Trall of the Hewk, p. 243.
SGMG:’ pe. 191,
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been in the earlier novel as evidenced by his desoription of the East Side of
New Yorks

The Bast Side of New York. A whirlwind of noise and smell
and hovering shadows. The jargon of Jewish matrons in brown shawls
and orthodox wigs, chaffering for cabbages end hlsck cotten stook-
ings and gray woolen urdershirts with emoitable push-cert prop-
prletors who had beards so prophetic tbat it was startling tc ses
a frivolous cigarette amid the reverend mane. The soent of fried
fish and decaying bits of kosher meaty, and hsllways as damnably
rotten ot floor as they were profilable te Bew York’s nioest
circles. Ths tall gloom of six-story tenaments that made a prison
wall of dulled yellow, bristling with bedding-piled fire-escapes
and the curious hoads of frowzy vomen. A potpourrl of Russian
signs, Yiddish newspapers, synagogues with six-pointed gilt stars,
bakeries with piles of rye bread crawling with caraway-seeds,
shops for renting wedding finery that looked as 1f it ocould never
fit any one, second-hand furnituvre.shops with folding iron beds,

a filthy baby holding a baby slightly youager and filthier, many
cats slinking fros pile to pile of rubdbish, and a withered geranium
in a tin oan whose label was hanging leese and showed rust-stains
awid the dry paste on its back. Bverywhere arowds of ¥weluble

Jews iu dark olothes, and noisily playing shildren that catapulted
into your legs. The lunger~blocks in whish we train the victims

of Russian tyranny te appreciats our freedsm, A whirlwind of alien
ugliness and foul smalls and incessant resr and the deathless
ambition of young Jews to kmow Ibsen and syndicalism. It swamped
the courage of Hungry Carl as he roamed through Rivington Street
and Essex and Hester, vaig%y secking jobs frem shopkeepers too

poor to be able to bathe,

In The Job Lewis bacame even more of a realist.5® The opening showed
tha effests of the small.town enviromment on various characters; and as the
atory procoo‘dod, the widowed mother was showa clutohing desperately to hex
only daughter. Lewis did not show the business world as a thing of beauty.
Instead, it was something ugly and often lonely. He spoke out against injustice
in conments such as the followingt "The engineers bad done their work well,
made a greet thought in steel and ocement. And thes the businesemen and
bureaucrats had made the great thought s curse.”o”

57
Did.s po 148,
SBGrobat.oin. p. 66,

59 ewts, The Job, p. 134.



Because lulu in The Innocents thought terself superior to her parents,
Leuis ridiouled her, even her tuste in furnitures

The Bartwige' modest residence was the last word in cement
and small useless side-tables and all modern insonveniences. The
furnace heat made you sneege, and the chairs, which were large
and taftad, creekad. In the dining-room was an electrolier made of
seven kinds of inimical colored glass, amd a plate-rack from which
wore hung department-store steins. On the parlor table was a
kodak adbvm with Yiews of Harry in every stags of absurdity. . o

In Free Alr lewis did not seem to be =2ggrassively fighting anything
or angune. He gpset Cleire slightly bty the famof whose horses wers cleaner
and better fed than his wife and whoss nesw red barn made the small unpainted
house seem evea wors cruwde by comparison. It was through Cousin Hattle that
he attacked the soclel caste system as she explained to Milt that

This aristoorecy west of Pittsburgh is just twice as bad as
the snebbery in Boston or New York, bscause back there, the families
bave had tbeir wesalth long emough--some of ®em got it by stealing
real estate in 1820, and some by selling Jemalca rm and niggers
way back before the Revelutionary War--they've been respectable
80 long that they kow mighty well and grnod that nobody except a
Briisher is going teo question their tlue blood-—and oh my, what
good blueing thirdgeneration money does mske., But out here in
God's country, the m muises of milling and the barons of beef
ere still uneasy. Even their pretty womem, after going to the
best heir-dressers and patronising the best charities, sometimes
got soarogllost somebody think they haver't either braina or
bmm.

The realism and satire that had been suggested in lewis’s earlier
novels became predeminant in Malpn Strest. He explained what hias theme and
purpose was to be 1n the foreword:

This is America--sz towvm of a few thousami, in a region of
wheat and corn and dairies and littla grovas.

The twwn is, in our tale, callad 'Gopher Prairie, Minnesota.®
But its Main Street 1s the contimmation of Hain Streets everywhere.
The story would be the same in Ohio or Montans, in Kansas or
Kentuoky or Illinois, and net very differently would it be tsold
Up York State or in the Carolina hills.

Orewts, The Innoesnts, p. 194.
GlLewls, Freg Air, p. 355,
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Main Street 1s the elimax of sivilieation. That this Ford
car might stand in front of the Bon Ton Store, Hammibal invaded
Roma and Erasmus wrots in Oxford cloisters. What Ols Jenson the
groser says to Ezra Stowbody the banker is the naw law for Lomdon,
Prague, snd tha unprofitable isles of the 3sa; whatsoever Ezra
does not know and sanation, that thing is heresy, worthless for
Inowing and wicked to consider.
Our rajlway station is the final aspiratian of arohiteoture,
Sam Clark's arrmual bardwere turnover is the envy of the four
counties whiob constitute God's Country. In the sensitive art of
the Rosebud Movie Palace there is a Hessage, and humor striotly
moral.
Such is our oomfortable tradition and sure faith. Would be
not betray himself sn alien eymio who should otherwise portray
Main Street, or distress the citicens by speculating whether thaere
may not be other faiths?®
The romance was gone. Lewis's chlef ocansern was with satire and
realism. The theme ef the book is dinnluoiemntoss Carol firast experienced
it when she arrived in Gopher Prairie expecting it to be different from the
other small towns through which they had just passed. The ugliness seazsd to
be everywhere. Then gradually she discovered that the people did not desirs
ohange. In faot; they resemted anyone trying to promote it. They felt
ocmfortable with things as they had always knowm them. Carol's first attempt
to change the type of entertaimment by hsving a Chinese party seemed in vain
for *The week after, the Chet Dashaways gave a party. The oircle of mourners
kept its place all evening, and Dave Dyer did the 'stunt®’ of the Norwegian and
the hsm"“ Even the refrestments and conversation tepics remasined unchanged.
It was the narrowness and pettiness of the people whioh most impresssd
Carol. The Jolly Seventeen Club was a vehicle te spread gossip and maintsin
the status quo. The Club defended the town against Carol's ezceusations and
spoke out against the Scandinavians even though it was upon thelr purchases

that. the tewn depended.

“Levis, Kaip Strest, p. 6.
GsGrobstnln, P. 64.

4 ewis, ¥glp Strest, p. 71.
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Carol wag even more distressed when she lesrmed froam Vida Sheruin
that the town was castigating her and ridiouling her actions. Lewis
esphasized the cruelty ef gessip by having Carol overhesr two teensgers

discussing her!

Say, jever notice how Mrs. Keimicott fusses around the house?

Other evening when I was coming over here, she'd forgot to pull

down the curtain, and I watshed her for ten minutes. Jeeze, you'd

'a' died laughing. She was there 21l alone, and she must ‘a‘

spent five mimutes getting a pioture straight. It was funny as

hell the way she'd stick out her finger to straighten the picture--

deedle-dos, see my tunnin® 'ittle finger, oh my, aln't I cute,

what a fine long tail my cat's got!

But say, Ear, she's some good-looker, just the same, and O

Ignats! the glad rags she must of bought for her wedding. Jever

notice these low-ocut dresses and these thin shimmy-shirts she wears?

I had a good squint at ‘em when they were 8gt on the line with

the wash: And seme ankles she’s got, heh?

Carcl saw a chance to reform the town through its chief cultural
foree, the Thanatopsiz Club, which included the most prominent waren in
Gopher Preirie. But private interests opposed her everywhere. The minister's
wife wanted a new churoh; and the school superintendent’s wife wanted a new

school bullding.

Since 3ip Street is chiefly a satire on the conventions of the small-
town middle class, the Scandinavian immigrants were largely exempt from Lewis's
satire. Most of them were farmers, with the exception of the grocers Axel
Egg and Ole Jenson, who were disoriminated against by the townspeople. Carol
rebelled at this, but was astonished to realize that her treatwment of hired
girls was not much better than that of her friends. She pald her girls batter

than her friends did, but the sleeping roo= provided was quite unattractive
and drab.

However, not all the Soandinavians escaped oriticism. Lewis showed

Erik Volberg's father was being vulgar and profane. He wes not willing to

GMQ. De 106,
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blame himself in any way for his son®s leaving the farm. He blamed Carol
entirely.

The ending is not the work of either a romancer or a satirist, tut a
realist. Carol did return to her husband and his much-loved Maln Street, but
she no longer had any false peroeptions of the town nor was she regenerated,

Just as Lewis wrote about ordinary things and happenings, so he
wrote of ordinary p.t'aplo.66 He seldom told the reader why his obaracters
aoted as they did. We see them only from without. Of the five early novels,
Istra Yash was lewis's most complex person. She caused pain, but she never
protended to be amything but what shs was. 3eldom did the people step out of
character. Una Golden's move into an apartment with Mrs. Lawrence showed an
adventuresome trait not known before, but the complacensy of others, such
as the Jolly Seventesn and Thanatopsis Club members, continued without anmy
apparent possibility of change.

Una Golden, im her rebellion, was a forerumner of Carol, just as Bone
Stillman, the village atheist in The Irajl of the Hawk, was a preliminary
sketoh of Miles Bjorstam in Maip Streqt. Both had read of suoh controversial
figures as Robert Ingersvll end Karl Marx., Carol scught Mile's advice beaause
she knsv it was henest. When he left the bome-talent play after the first
act, she knew the play was a failure. Erio alsoinew Bone's advios was good
when he teld him to not live in books but “live in 11!0."67

Eddie Sciwarts seemsd to be more of a projectioa of Lewis®s hatred of
the opinionated business man than any ether ocharacter. Bis speeoh with its

catch phrases, cliohes, and slang is indiocative of how Lewvis regarded hm.68

88goborer, p. 182

67"!1!9 Ihe Trail of the Hawk, p. 4%

8 rebstein, p. 56.
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Everything absut him, even his rejection of reslistic literature for love
stories, seemed to show his contempt for =elf improvement. His speech on
womanhood is an example:

Not that I want to knock the Sex, y' understand, but you

lmow yourself;, bein® a shemale, that there’s an awful lot of cats

among the ladies.-GCod bless 'em--that wouldn't admit another lady

was beautiful; not if she was as gecod-looking asagillian Russell,

corking figger and the swsllest dresser in town.

Lewis®s portrayal of S. Herbert Ross, a successful businessman in
The Jgb is a stersotype of other self-important businessmen, suoh as Percy
Bresnahan in Main Strest.

Geoffrey Ssxton in Free Air and Silk Balwerg in Maip Street resezbled
each other, Geoffrey's roughing it seemed ss superficial as Erik's studying
art. Both said they wers in love, Erik with Carol and Geoffrey with Claires
yot sach left the girl when someone opposed them,

Characters in all of Lewis's early novels tanded to be flat and
subordinate to the theme. ° Carol was more realistioally drawn than the
earlier protagonists, Lewis consistenatly showed her as an inoonsistent womzan.
Sometimes she seemed silly and vagve as she sought to change the entire town.
At other times she seamed sensible in her criticiems. By oomparison with other
men'’s oharacters, Will often seemed wesk. He did not appear the vital leader
like Carl Erleson or helpful and understanding as Milt Daggett.

Louls exployed soclslism as a dynamic force in his first three nowvels.
Mr. Morton acted as M. Wremm's tsacher, Professor Frazer told Carl sbout
utopian sscialism after Bone Stillman had already suggested its qualities to
him, Una had a longer lesson because she had two teachers, Walter Bahson and

Hamie ¥agen. Hor husband Schwirtz talked about beceming a soclalist,

69 ewis, The Job, p. 194

mGrobstoin, p. 68,



espeaially after he got fired and they discussed money.

The socialist Miles Bjornstam softened his views after his marriage,
but gave up trying to be respeotable sfter the town refused to accept or
help his wife. He oxpressed praise only for the foreman at the flour mill who
was a sooiallst,

Even though lewls mentioned socialists' writings and teschings, his
belief in the oapitalistic system is evident in thst his ohsracters did
succeed, for the most part, in improving themselves, financially or other-
wise, He defended the system and the employer openly in the closing of
The M.'?l

Lewis®s comments on religion or auch controversial topics as bohemian-
ism and birth contrel are scattered throughout his six early books. He never
let any of his characters become very deeply involved in religion.

Mr. Wrenn felt uncomfortable in a cathedral, Una's father®s entire
theology was compounded from the Bible, which he never opened, and the
Methodist God who gave you what you wanted if you were good. She thought
of becoming a Catholic after sttending mass with Mra. Lawrensce but forgot it
after one day. ¥Nr. Appleby briefly thought about his salvation after he had
turned on the gas jet and decided that to take one‘s 1life was wicked.

In Free Air religion never bothered the main charactersi however,
Claire did note a type of religious expression that she had not kmowm when

With Milt for guide, Claire discovered a Christianity that

was not of candles and shifting lights and insinuating msic, neor

of carpets and large pews and sound oratory, but of hoboes blinking

in rows, and girls in gospel bonnets, and 1ittle silver and orimson

placards of Bible texts. They stopped on 2 corner to listen to a

Pentecostal brother, to an I.W.W., speaker, to a megnificent negro

whn boomed ¢n an operatice baritone that the D,y ongudgmont was
ceming on April 11, 1923, at three in the morming.

nma., pPe 57,

"Lewts, Eree Air, p. 297.
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Main Street, Gopher Prairie, was not any more concernsd about religion
than any of Lewis's other Main Streets. Carol and Will sometimes attended the
Baptist church, but Hugh was the only EKennicott who voiced his views with
sincere-sounding convioction., As he and his mother discussed Mrs. Bogart on
the train when leaving Gopher Preirie, Hugh spoke about Mrs. Pogart and his
religious feellngs:

She gives me cookies and she tslls re about the Dear Lord. You

never tall me about the Dear Lerd. Why don't you tell me

about the Dear Lord! Auntie Bogart says I'm going to be a

preacher. Can I be a preacher? Can I presch about the Dear Lord? S

Mrs. Bogart's religious outpourings seamed empty when compared te her
gossip and oruelty to Fern Mullins.

Istra Rash was Lewis’s firet Hobohemian oharaotsr. To Mr. Wrenn she
represented passion, adventure, learning, and romance. But she caused him
pain because of her extreme desire for freedom. Hobohemlans were nothing mew
to Mamie Magen, for she grev up kmowing about them. Sohwirt: thought he and
Una were being Bohemians as thsy drank liguor, played poker, and went to road-
houses to sing and dance. Miss Miohin's collection of Bohemlans was resented
by the Applebys. Carol went to a Bohemlan party while living ia Chicago, but
it disgusted her.

It was through Percy Breshnashan that Lewis expressed his most intense
dislike for Bohemians by having him remind Carel that it would have to be the
steady, herd-thinking worker to acoomplish what she wanted.

It was not until his third novel, The Job, that Lewls spoke of birth
control. “Una had reason to suppose her hasband was damaged goods. She
crept to an old family dootor and had a fainting joy to find that she had

wid

escaped oontumination. The doctor advised her to not have a baby by Schwirts,

731“1” _&M S e t-* Pa 4060
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but there was no fear there. "She knew the wuys of not having children. The
practical Mr. Schwirte had seen to that. Strangely emough, he did not object
to birth-ocontrol. . . ."75

The subjeot was not mentioned agaln untll Mair Street. For a long
time after tholr marriage, Will did not want amy children; but his motives
were quite differsnt from Una's, and Carel herselfl reflectsd:

Children, yes, she waatad them, but--~She was not quite

ready. She had been embarrassed bHy Kemnioott's frankness but she

agreed with him that in the {nsane condition of oiv¢ilization,

which made the rearing of citizens more costly and perilous than

any other orime, it was insdvisable to have children till he had

nsde more money: She was 8orry-~-Perhaps ho had made all the

mystery of love 2 mechaniaal oautiqgsnows te-eShe fled from the

thought with « dubious 'Some Day.!’

Lewis's power of writing authentic dlalegue was consistent from the
first novel through Mailn Stregt. Mr. Wrenn spoke as the uneducated man he was.
The men on the cattile boat appropriately used slangy fnglish. Carl's vocadulary
was necessarlly different from Milt's in order to exaggerate the differences
in their backgrounds. But it. was in Maip Street thst much of the personality
devalopment was revealed in the dialogue. The differences among Carvl Kennicott,
Miles Bjornstam, Brik Balborg, Mras. Bogart, Percy Dresnahan, Baa Soreason,
Fern Mullins, Whittler and Fessie Small, snd Vide Sherwin were quite obvious
when they aspoke.

All of Lewis's five novels before Main Street. contauin adventure,
romance, colorful characters, problems to be solved, plot variztions, and
personelity strugglesi bul none are as convinoing as Main Sireet. In the early
books thers are only vcoasional glimpses of Lewls as ¢ realist and salirist,
Such struggles e3 those of Carl®s during the eurly days of aviatien are now

sutdated and seem ¢ Q1 by comparison with modern fliights intc outer space,

7 Tt
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Such trips as Claire®s and Milt's are unchallenging today when transportation
has been 80 accelerated, DBut Carol’s conflict with the Village Virus of
Gopher Prairie and her confliot with Will are still to be found in Msin
Streets all aoross the United States.
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