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George Sherbuxm, the well-known editor of The Correspondence of
Alexander Pope, encountered wany textual difficulties during his editing
A
of those letters., Fortunately for Sharburm, the bulk of these difficul-
ties was not due to the usual problems of textual errors, additions by an
unknown number of persons (editors), errors made by proof-readers, or
printers, or texts that had been pirated by others, Part of this lack of
the ususl difficulties was due to the fact that he was editing a collec-
tion of letters end not a novel, play, or poetry. He was not faced with
the types of difficulties met by Chaucerfan editors Manley and Rickert,
whose editing did include the above mentioned problems,
Even so, it wust be remembered that all textual editors normally
pass through the following eight proceduress
Exploring the implication of the project
Collecting the taxte
Choozing a base text for comparfison
Comparing the texte
Determintng the archetype or copy text
Ersending
Normslizing
Writing the textual aotea1
Again, Sherbura‘s task was still not ee complicated as the tasks
faced by other editors. Pope's previous editors (principelly the Vie-
torian editors) bad dome a great deal of the early stapa for him. His
task was one that required wmore time, labor and patience than it requirad
research, The difficulties that he did face were due to eighteenth and

nineteenth century publishers, perscnal tastes, eighteenth century letter-

wvriting styles; and a large amount uwaa due to Alexander Pope and his love

1Dear1ng. p. 4.



of trickery snd his own self-esteem,

During Victorian times it wes discovered ty editnrs Nilke and L1-
win thet Pope, when he pul.llghed his own corrvespondeance, had recombined
parts of two or three letters, omitted passages, aud tranaferred Iettere.2
Twentiethecentury Sherburn excuses Pope of this chicanery because Pope
himgelf published oaly a small apount of his own corvespondence (approxi-
uatoly one-tenth of the total) that Sherburm compiled.>

Principally, those lsetters that Pope did »nok wish to be published
o8 vire, wexe ""the nroducts of a rapid pan." Yet some letters, such as
the letter he and Icnot wrote to Oxford, wers "studiously ccupouod."a
These are latters thst were planncd and poliehed.

Pcpe himself saye cf all writing:

I am inclincd to think that both the writer of booka, sand the readers
of them, are generally not a little unreascnable in their expecta-
tions. The firet seem to fancy that the world must approve whatever
they produce, aad the latter to imagine that authors are obliged

to please them at any rate, Methinks as on the one hand, no single
wan is born vith a —~ight of controuling the opinions of all the rest;
g0 on the other, the world has no title to demeand, that the whole
care and time of any particular person should be sacrificed to its
entertaiémment. Therefore, I canmnot but believe that writers and

readers are under equsl sbligations, for as much fame, or pleasure
as each sffords the other.>

Why, then, did Popc alter his letters? It was because Pope felt

that & good letter wee ''talking on paper", end that ''a letter should be

2gherburn, Vol. I, p. ix.

31b44.

4

Sherbern, Vol. I, p. x.




a natural imege of the mind of the vriter."® Pope desired that hie let~
tera to friends be &8s creditable as his verses.

Pope himself complains of the limitatione of the English language
and the need for revisions, saying,

If sny one should imagine I &m not in earnest, I desire him to re-
flect, that the Ancients (to say the lesst of them) had as wuch
Genius as we; and that to take more pains, and employ wore time,
cannot fail to produce more complete pieces. They constantly ap-
ply'd themselves not only to that art, but to that single branch of
an art, to vhich their talent was most powerfully bent; and it was
the business of their lives to correct and finish their worka for
posterity. 1f we can pretend to have used the same industry, let
us expsct the same immortality: tho' i1f we took the same care, we
should atill lie under & farther misfortume: they vrit in languages
that became universel and everlasting, while oura are extremely
limited both in extent, and in duration. A mighty foundation for
our pride! whsn the utmost we can hope, is but to read in onme
Island, and to be thrown aside at the end of one Age.7

In the preceding quotation one hears Pope advocating revision of
all worka.

It is small wonder then that Pope sought to revise his corres-
pondence, Hia letters were written works and needed polish as wuch as
his verses did.

Sherburn says,

8o, the letters became in a senae part of his works, capable of
polish, revision, emalgamation, transfer to correspondents other
than the natural rocipiengn - capsble even, though very seldom
of factual falsification.

Popa, Bherburn tells his reader, 'wished his letters to be what he said

the Duke of Buckinghaw's were, 'a monument of his mind and more perfect

68hotbutn, Vol. I, p. x.
7 e, ed, by John Butt, New Haven:
Yale University Press, p. xxvii.

88horburn, Vol. I, p. x.



image of hi'maelf.'."9 This desire of Pope's for "a wore perfect image"” was
to ceuse his later editors maoy hecadaches. Pope was unscrupulous in many
matters and what belonged to him was certainly fair game.

Another of Sherburm's difficulties arose from the rubble of Pope's
feuds with book publishar Curll and others who were involved in Pope's
literary and personal life, Pope himaself says concerning friends, book-
sellers and authors:

Their friends may be either ignorant, or ingincere; and the rest of
the world in general is too well bred to shock them with a truth,
vhich generally their Booksellers are the first to inform them of.
. « « the reputation of a man generally depends wpon the first steps
he makes ftn the world, and the people will establish their opinfon
of us, from t we do at that season when we have least judgment
to direct us.
Herein the reader senses Pope'’s opinion of the bookseller, and realizes
again how {mportant a good image in all literary matters was to Pope.

As early as 1712 Pope was considering pudblighing hie letters.

Thie {8 evident because he wrote to Caryll asking that hig letters be re-
turned on the grounds that ''Several thoughts which I threw out that way
in the freedom of my soul - may be of use to we in a design I em lately

engaged 1n.“11

Sherburn interprets this ''desfgn® to be Pope's plan to
publish., Pope 6gain becama interested in his owp correepondence in 1726
vhen Curll published Pope's latters to Cromwell, which Curll had pure

chaged from Elizabeth Thomas, Cromwell'es discarded nist:ast.lz Wow

9Sberburn, Vol. I, p. x.

*0 Poemg o1 gxander Pope, ed. by John Butt, New Haven:
Yale University Press, p. xxvi.

11Sherbutn. Vol. I, p. xi.
12
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incensed and upset, Pope began to urge his friends to return all corres~
pondence.

As Sherburn tells his reader, "It led to chicanery for he would
pubunh."n Now Pope needed to obtain his letters snd protect them also.
His greatest ecurce of letters and most secuxe place was in the Rarleian
library. Lord Oxford cousented to Pope's "wishes' and let the devious
Pope deposit the Wycherly lettexs and soee of Pope's own there in the
Librazry. The schaming Pepe later declared that the letters wexe deposited
in the Harlelas Library without his coasent. BEvea so, Léord Oxford, being
proud of his library and his intimacy with Pope, still centinued to trans-
scribe Pope's lettears after the Wycherly affaix. The letters were trans~
cribed by Oxford's scribes or others of compatence and then deposited in

the libxary.l

In 1728 Theohold dsought out a volume entitled The Posthumous

Works of William Wycherly. - Pope, who had dieliked Theobold anyway, was
enrsged. In this (Theodold's) work were poems that Pope had helped Wycher-
ly to correct - and which Wycherly had decided not to wbl!.sh-.16
Fortunately, the wily Pope had a card up his sleeve. He was in
possession of lstters which threw considerable light on the affair.n
Be and Wycherly cams out the apparent victims, to bs pified. Theobold

and Shrimpton (Wycherly's widow's new husband) came out looking quite

Dghexburn, vol. I, p. xi.

4 gherburm, Vol. I, p. xii,

158h¢tburn, Vol. I, p. xi.
161b1d.

17
Ibdd.



gready and merxcenzry.

Later, in November 1729, the devious Pope brought out his owmn The
Pogthumoys Wo'ks of William Wycherly, but the volume was suppressed. '®
Pope at this tire came in pos:ession not only of Theobold and Shrimpton's
sheets containing his and Wycherly's letters, but hfs 7Jwn suppressed vol-
wBe 28 vell.lg

Sl:erbum says of the Harleian transcripts that,

This work went on for at least some years after 1728, and in the
oaking of tanscripts there is doubtless added opportunity for the
corxuption of texts. But the Barlefan trxssscripts, as they ere
to be criled, seem practically alweys to have basn oade legiti-
mately end carefully from the original letters.

Lord Orrey himself acted ass 3roof-rzsder for many of the letters,

especiclly those of Owift:'c.z1

These Harleian letters Shorburn accepted
as being valid,

The air was still heavy, and in 1734 a mysterious '"P.T." tempted
the notorious Curll with "« large collection of letters by Pope."zz But
Curll was vary. He waited for cixtcer months tn see what would happen.
Flaally, he approached Mr., Pops (he hsd always said that ''P.T." stood
for "Trickster Pope') by cendiing the “P,T." letiters and asing for an
al.l.i.mce.23 on May 12, 1735, mysterious agents began delivering octavo

volumes of Pope's letters to Curll's office. Within this corresponden:e,

IBShcrbutn, Vol. I, p. =1i.

lgshct‘bunx, Vol. I, p. xi.

ZOSherbm. Vol, I, p. xii,

dSberbum, Vol. I, p. xifi.

22Shcrlml.'n, Vol. I, p. xiv,

238herbum, Vol. 1, p. xiv.



some of Caryll's letters hed been transferred to Addison, Wycherly, and

various otheta.za

Pope had done what Curll had feared, he had dupsd
Curll. Upon realizing this, Curll also reslized that eocme of the Wycherly
letters were from Pope's 1729 edition,

Curll says to Pope in the introduction to the volume of Pope's
letters that he finslly publisghed:

Who wae it played the Gardensr, (Sure it would not be honest
Searlet /Pope's gardoer/ ) in lopping off some Branches, in-
oculating others, and Transplénting a large 8hoot from one
of your Lettet,sto Mr. Cromwell, and Grafting it upon Mrs.
Waleh's Stock?

In the key to the correspondence Curll again remsrka that if Pope
wae born on June B8th, 1688 - and the last of hias letters to Cromwell bear
the date Decexber 21, 1711 - Pope was then twenty~three. But, in 1728
Pope himself supposedly published latters to Wycherly that he clafmed to
have written before he was seventeen., Curll ramarke that the letters of
1728 were ''polighed" and "rctouchod"26 ones. He also takas Pope around
for his "polishing" and Pope in turn makes reply.

In order to better soe the feud that existed between Curll and
Pope, I offer more excerpts from letters that passed from Curll to Pope,
dealing with Curll'e publication of Pope's correspoudence and were

printed slong with the letzers. Im Vol. IXI Curll tells Pope that Pope's

chicanery is:

268horburn, Vol. I, p. xiv.

258hcrhnrn, Vol. 1I, p. xii{i.

260ur11, Vol. II, pp. 73-74.



", . . as mean as it is base; and as you have found, in all
"Debates between us, has been the abhorence of,

"Your Humble Servant,
"E. Curll

"P.8. As I am pretty conversant with those authors whose
"works I print, in re-vising wy old Friend Voiture for a new
"Edition; 1 find you have politely pillaged hie Letters:
"Your First, To a lLady, with a Book of Drawings is evidently
"taken from one ie wrote to Madame Rambouillet, in the name
""of Callot the Engraver, pregenting a Book of his Prints.
"Your Second is, I find, a Complimeut to our Friend Parson
"Broome, and Mrs. Betty Marriot of Sturston Hall in Suffolk.
"And lastly, the Compliments in thoee Letters in this Volume
“to Mies B, are transplanted fram what Voiture wrote to
"Madame woutlleb M. Vigean, and other Ladies of the
"Court of France,"

Later, sfter again facing all of Pope's trickery, Curll replies

with 1ines from Pope's Epistle to Dx, Arbuthnot, Dr, South's Character
of the Lysr.

"Por, with you, Sir,

Flatt'ry ¢n Ev'ry Shape I hold a shame,
and think a Lye in Verse or Prose the sawe.
Bravo to God, and Coward unto man, 28
The Lyar is; deny thie Truth who can?”

Sometimes one wonders if Curll, as well as Pope, was suffering from

2
Pope's '"Chaos of thought and passion all confused'? %

Seventeen Hundred and Thirty-Five found Pope discussing publigh-

ing with Joceyln Spene. He wrote to lord Orrey in 1740, five years

later, saying of the publication that ''feeling was vague, but it was

27
Curll, Vol. VIII, p. xv.

28
Curll, Vol. III, p. xiv.

29
Sherbum, Vol, I, p. x.



strong."30 (The wesses created by Curll and Pops in their publishing
feuds were later straightened out by the patient Victorian editors. This
congisted of comwparing dates and events mentioned in these letters from
Curll's edition with the Harleian transcripts.)

In 1737 Pops's Works was publiahed.31 Pope's principals of re-
vision can be scen herein.

Trivialities concermning daily life or finances are omitted.

So are emel!l indecourous remarks, either elightly salacious

or profanc. Personal names are also frequently excised,
Perhaps the most common change is stylistic. The letters have
become more concise, the sentences are straightforward, the
diction more elegant. There is little change in the seuse of
any of the letters except as is due to omissions. By factful
amiseion, the general tone is mmde more dignified, more worthy

of the gzntlefolk for wvhom these quartos and folios were de-
eigned.

For later reeders, the octavo text of the trade edition 1is superior.33
Sherbuin makes mention that Pope added aud omitted in as many as
sixty or seveaty lettero.Ba By doing this, Pope had created ‘e moxe per-
fect imags of himself', or so he thought.
Later, Pope desired to publish his correspondence with Swift be-
cause he believed that they would both be famous in the yeaxs following
their dcatha.35 in & great state of fervor he wrote to Swift (who, 1o~

cidentally, did not wish to give up his letters because he felt his

30sherbuzn, Vol. I, p. xii.
31
32

Ibid.

33
Ibid.

34Ibtd.

Sherburn, Vol. I, p. xv.

SSShetburn. Vol. I, p. xvi,
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poetry would do quite well as & memorial):
You are & very ignorant man, you do not know the figure his
(Bolingbroke's) name end yours will make hersafter. 1 do,
and will preserve all the memorials I can that I was of
your intimacy.36
One cannot help but feel that Pope was principally interested in
preserving glory for Pope.
Pope then wrote Orrey telling him he wished that Swift would send
back "those letters, end mark over every sentence he would leave out; I

n37

would copy and return them to him, Swift replied that he saw nothing

that needed to be lefit out of his lottotl.38

At any rate, in June of 1740, Swift let Orrey take the letters
to Popo.39 Supposedly, Pope had promised to copy thes and return them
to Swift.

Unfortunately, Pope has been accused of crooked dealings with the
ailing Swift over the letters. At this time, Swift fluctuated between
sanity and insanity. He seldom left his room or his bed. There is no
evidence that Pope duped Swift, but it should be remembered that "8Swift,
se well as Pope delighted in ingenious subterfuges with booksellers”, so
it is not unlikely that the sly Pope tricked his friend Swift in order
40

to gein possession of the much desired lettexs.

Later, Swift asked for the return of his letters and Pope tried

368herburn, Vol. I, p. xvi,

3
7Ibid.

381b1d.

398horbutn, Vol. I, p. viii,

4OSherburn, Vol. I, p. xviii,
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hard to create the impression that the publication of the letters had been
initiated in Ireiand, and that the original letters were still there. Pope
led the public to belicve that Swift's letters had been transcxibed in Ire-
land and the transcriptions sent to Pope in Bngland.41 All in all, one
finds it difficult to admire a man, even the brilliant Pope, who, in or-
der to create a better image of himself, duped a dying and emotionally
distraught friend,

The following five pages are two reproductions of the same letter.
The first letter is Pope's original letter as it appears in 8herburn.62
The second reproduction ia the seme letter as it appeared after Pope had
"doctored" it up for Curll to print in the 1735 edition in order to create
""a more perfect imnge."as It follows true that Pope merely polighed up
the letters so they became works of literary art rather than friendly
letters., There was actually very little omitting and adding - at most,
a8 word and a few sentences here and there, I have underlined the addi-~
tions and bracketed the omissione. (One might also note the little poem
on the left of the first page.)

Although Pope's "doctoring'' caused Shexburn msoy problems, a lar-
ger problem presented iteself in the task of re-organizing all of Pope's
known correspondence into a new form. The Victorien editors had already

sifted out many of the "fake" lettera and "ratouched" letters from the

originals. They had inserted the originals where they belonged. If so,

L1
8herburn, Vol. I, p. xviii,
8hexrburn, Vol. I, p. 46.
43(:1::11, Vol. II, pp. 1-4.

8haerburn, Vol. I, xiv.



46 Sir William Trumbull to Popey 9 April 1708

expressive conceptions, andd to make his works as useful and instructive
to this degencrate age, as he was to our friend Ilorace, when he read
himat Praneste,! Quiy quid sit pulckrum, quid turpe, quid utile, quid non,
&e. I break off with that guid non? with which I confess I am charm’d.

Upon the whole matter I intreat you to send this presently to be
added to the Miscellanics, and I hope it will come time cnough for
that purpose.?

I have nothing to say of my Nephew B.’s observations,? for he sent
them to me so late, that I had not time to consider them; I dare say he
endeavour'd vary faithfully (tho’ he told me very hastily) to exccute
your commands,

All'T can add is, that if your excess of modesty shou'd hinder you
from publishing this Lssay, I shall only be sorry that I have no more
credit with you, to persuade you to oblige the publick, and very
particularly, dear Sir, | Your most fzithful | humble Servant, | W.
‘LCrumbull. :

Apr. 9, 1708.

POPL % CROMWELL*
The Bodleian Libracy

25 April 1708

Aprill the 25, 1708,
Sir,—
T'his Letter greets you from the Shades;
(Not those which thin, unbody’d Shadows fill,
I'hat glide along th'Flysian Glades,
Or skim the flow'ry Meads of Asphadill:)
But those, in which a Learned Author said,
Strong Drink was drunk, and Gambolls play*d,
And two Substantial Meals a day were made.
The Business of it is t'express,
FFrom me and from my Holiness,
“I'o you and to your Gentlencss,
How much [ wish you Health and ITappiness;
And much good News, and little Spleen as may be;
A hearty Stomach, and Sound Lady;
And ev'ry Day a double Dose of Coltee,
T'o make you look as sage as any Sophy.
! Ylaotace, Episiles, to il 2-3.
3 Poctical filiscllanics, the Sixth Pars, pudblication of which was postponed to 2 May
1709, inchnicd Depe's ‘essay’ at tranclating from the Ilisd,
3 Sce Poje to the Rev, Ralph Firidges, § Apr. 1708.
4 “I'isis letter was printed by Curil in 1726 and 1735, but was never included in Popce's

editicss of his letters. T i715 Pope excised the phrasc here placed in half-brackets and
inserted it in Lis letter to Cromwelt uf 1§ Mar, 1708,

Pope 1o Cromseell, 25 /p;(f/ 1708 47

For the rest, I must be content in plain Prosc to assure you, that
I am very much oblig'd to you for the favor of your Letter, fand in
pnrtlculnr,.for thc_ U'ranslation of that onc Latine Verse, which cost
you three in English.

One short, onc long,
Oue Smooth, onc Strong,
One right, onc wrong.?

But if I may be allow’d to object against any thing you write (which
I must do, it it were only to be even with you for your Severity to me)
it shou'd be that Passage in yours, where you are pleas'd to call the
Whores of Drury-Lane, the Nymphs of Drury. I must owne it was
some time before I cou'd frame to my sclf any plausible Excuse for
this Expression: but Affection (which youknow Sir, excuscs all things)
ac last furnish’d me with onc in your Justification; which I have here
sent you, in Verse, that you may have at Jeast some Rhyme to defend
you, tho' you shou'd have no Reason.

If Wit or Critick blame the tender Swain,

Who stil'd the gentle Damsels in his Strain

The Nymphs of Drury, not of Drury-Lane;

Be this his Answer, and most just IExcuse—

“Tar be it, Sirs, from my more civill Musc,
Those Loving Ladies rudely to traduce.

Allyes and Tanes are Terms too vile and base,
And give Tdea’s of a narrow Pass;

But the well-worn Paths of the Nymphs of Drury
Avelarge & wide; Tydeomb and T assure ye.”

I made no question but the News of Sapphs’s staying behind mein the
Towne wou'd swrprize you. But she is since come into the Country,
and to sueprize you more, I will inform you, that the first Person she
nam’d when I waited on her, wasone Mr. Cromzeel/. Whatan Ascen-
dant have you over all'the Sex, who cou’d gain the Fair-once’s Ileart
by appearing before her in a long, black, unpowder’d Perriwig; nay
without so much as the very Kxtremitics of clean Linnen in neckloth
and Cuffs! [ guess that your Friend Pertumnns among all the Forms
he assum’d to win the good Graces of Pomona, never took upon him
that of a Slovenly Beau. Well Sir I Teave you to your Meditations on
this occasion, and to Languish unactive (as you call it:)

But I find I have exceeded my Bounds, & begin to travell on the
Conlfines of Tmpertinence, However to make you amends, I shall
desire Mr. I#yckerley to deliver you this Letter,t who will be sure in

! Either Wycherley is taking the letter from Rinfield to London or clse, more probably,
this Jetter is enclozed to him in a {ctter not presceved, -

LRIERETY
A, ')r.;.‘:)'. N4ai



48 Pope to Cronreelly 25 April 1708

less than a quarter of an hour’s conversation with you, to give you Wit
cnouzh to attone for twice as much Dulness as I have troubled you

with. ‘T'herfore I shall only giv ¢ my Respects to some of our Acquain-

tance, & conclude.
Lo Baler' first my Service, pray:
‘T'o Tydeomb clc,
And Mr Cheek:
Last to yoursel[ my best Respects T pay,
And so remain, for cver and for ay,

Siry | Your Affectionate, hum | ble Servant: | A. I’opc.
Address: 'To Henry Cromwell | Esq: | This.

JPOPE r0o CROMVWELL?
1735 .
' April 27, 1708.
I have nothing to say to you in this Letter; but I was resolv'd to
write to tell you so. Why should not I content my sclf with so many
great Examples, of deep Divines, profound Casuists, grave Philosophers;
who have written, not Letters only, but whole “T'oines and voluminous
“I'reatises about Nothing? Why shou'd a Icllow like me, who all his
life does nothing, be asham'd to write nothing? and that to onc who
has nothing to do but to read it? But pcrlnps you'll sy, the whole
World has somclhmg to do, somcthing to talk of, something to wish
for, somcthing to be imploy'dabout: But pray, Sir, cast up the /\ccount,
put all these Somethings together, and what is the Sum Total but just
Nothing? I have no more to say, but to desire to give you my Service
(that is nothing) to your Friends, and to belicve that I am nothing

more than | Your, &¢.
Ex uihilo nil fit.3 Lucr.

27 April 1708

. TPOPE 0o CROMWELL
1735

10 May 1708

May 10, 1708,
You talk of Iamc and Glory, and of the grcat Men of Antiquity:
Pray tell me, what are all your great dead Men, but so many liule

¥ Uaker and Check are Qifiicult to identify. Elwin suzzests Thomas Daker, author of
Tunbridge-17ctki (1703) and other comncdies. Check, Elwin tells us, is mentioned as an ealy
patron of Pope's in a pampllet called Charsciers of the Times (1728).

? In his 1735 cditions Pope was desirous of discrediting Curli's carlier (1726) texts. This
letter, for which no original cxists, would diseredit the letter written only two days earlier
(of which Curll had the autograph), which Pope never reprinted and from which he took one
bit for inscrtion ia his letter of 1§ Mar. 1708, One can only surmise the origin of this present
Jetter,

3 Lucrctivs (D¢ Resum Natura, i. 15 1.} phrases the aphorism somewhat differently.

e ————

Pope to Cromzeell, 10 May 1708 49

living Letters? What a vast Reward is here for all the Ink wasted by
Writers, and all the Blood spilt by Princes? There was in old time one
Scxerus a Reman BEmperor, 1 dare say you never call'd him hy any
other Name in your Life: and yet in his days he was styl'd Lucius,
Septimiusy Severusy, Piusy Pertinaxy Augustus, Larvthicus, Adiabenicus,
Arabicus, /Wmmm.r, and what not? What a prodigious waste of
Letters has “Time made! what a Numbher have here dropt offy and left
the poor surviving Seven wmttended! For my own part, Four are all
I have to take carc for; and I'l] be judg'd by you if any man cou’d Jive
in less compass ' Fexcept it were onre Monsicur .2 and one Remueies
¢, But these, contiary to the common Calamity, came in process of

time, to be call'd Monsicur Baileau Despreawx, and Romudies Three-
points.—1 Well, '8ir,? for the future I'll drown all high “I'houghts in
the Lethe of Cowslip-Wine; as for I'ame, Renown, Reputation, take
*em Critics!

Tradam protervis in Mare Criticum

Fentisd—

Ifever I seck for Immortality here, may I be d—d! for there's not
so much danger in a Poet’s being damn'd:

Damnation follows Dcath in other Men,
But your damn’d Poct lives and writes agen.

tWYCHERLEY s POPE*
1739

13 Mey 1708

May 13, 1708.
T have receiv'd yows of the first of Afay. Your Pastoral Muse out-
shines, in her modest and natural dress, all Apolls’s Court-Ladics, in
their more artfuly lahour'd, and costly Finery; thercfore T am glad to
find-by your Letter, you design your Country-heauty of a Musce shall
appear at Court and in Publick; to outshine all the farded, lewd, confi-
dent, affected, Town-dowdics, who aim at being honour'd only to their
Shame: But her artful Innocence (on the commr)) will gain more
Honour as she becomes more Publick; and in spite of Custom will
bring Modesty again into Iashion, or at least make her Sister-rivals
' The words in half-Lrackets were omitted in Pope's octavo texts of 1737-42,
* Until within a fow ycars of his death Beileau did not put his name at full lenzth to his

works, but the titivpages mercly <taltd that they were by the Sicur D***—Elwin. Was

Rouutus ,*, a pawnbroker?
3 ldoracc (Carimira, 1. xxvi, 2} shows I®ope making a sort of pun:
tradamn protervis in mare Creticum

" portare ventis, ¢ .o

& “Chis letter is omitted from the quarto and folio of 1737. The letter from Pope ol 1 May,

mentioned ia the first sentence, is unknown,
6537 E -
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C U R L L. Tuumphant
AND

Po PE Out-wvitted. :

I.. . : .,'. “ ." ;:, ~.--

O PE, ‘meditating to difgrace
Thofc whom his Satire j jeers,:

Not Iong fince to a ‘wildgoofe chacc.. -
Entic’'d Great-Britain's Pecrs.’ . S

' 11.
. He led ‘em to purfie a Wight
Egregious—Cur/! his name,
Who not furpriz'd, and in no Fright
By this purfuit reap'd Fame,

o I e
Hc undccmvd thc Noéle: all, r
More cou'd he with or hope X ),
While Poge had thus contrw’d hxs Fall .
He triumphd over Pope, * 3+ -
Iv. :
"The Vd;)n't' foul the Dunciad kccn,'-"'" -
Viex'd Curll— but all admit, - ‘\
Tho' Pope twicc fhew'd he had moft _@lem -
Curll once bas flewn moff Wit. "~ ..
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LETTER I“
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. }E—-"’*”"‘KHI S Letter grects you from the e
S % Shadess - i
i % (Not thofe which thm unbody'd. ‘
S &g Shadows i,

Glades, : .

Or {kim the how 'ty Meads'of A@/Jodzll )

But thofe, in which a learned Author faid,
Strong Drink was drunk, and Gambols

: play'd b
And two fubftantial Meals a Day were
' made.
Yon. II. . B ~ The

Jpnl zgt)l 1708. A
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4 LETTERSa =y

“The Bus'nefs of it is t"exprefs, Y, ~"+%; -

From me and from my Holinefs;” .

- To you and to your Gentlenefs,- ¢ . «. |

How much I wifh you Health and Happi-,
nefs; o '

And much good News, and little Spleen as
may. be; - : C

A hearty Stomach, and !'o;md Lac'!gf ;" o e
ce,

And ev'ry Day a donble Dofe of Cof
. Tomake you look as fage as any Sophy.

For the reft I muft be content in f)]éin '

Profe to affure ryou, that I am very much
ablig'd to_ you for the Favour of your Let-.

*
€L i PRRARINY

any thing you write (whichI muft do, ifit

were only to be even with you for your Se- -

verity to me) it fhou'd be that Paffage ‘in

your's, where you ar¢. pleas'd: to callthe! " |
Whores of Drury-lane; the Nymphs of? | ~

Drury.” I muft own it-was fomie Time be-;
fore 1 could frame to m&'. felf any plaufible.

Excufe. for. this Expreffion; but Affection”

(which you know, Sir, excufes all Things)
at laft furnifb’d' me with.one in your. Jufticy-

fication ;. which. I hive here. fent, youi, ind -
. Verfe, that you may have. at: leaft fome.

--------- 4

Rhyme to defend you, o' you fhou'd
have no Reafon, ™20 7 bnyids purg Lo

SEETER P e LR ORI
X )
"~ F
. ‘ .J-;(\: 9 E
P a - .
a2 ' — oty 34
- I . > 'I .~ . ;If -
B - (R DS .
» Al

But if I may b;‘:allo,w’d to object againft | .4

o */Alleys and Langs are Terms too vile and

‘,‘ ‘N.A.n'd give Ideas

Henry CroMwers, Eff; 3

If Wlt or Critic blame the teridér éwaih;:l‘ A

“Who ftil'd the gentle Damifels inhisStrain
The Nymphsof Drury,notof Drury-lune; S

. cufe—" . 2
“¢ Far be it, Sirs, from my morecivil Mufe,!

.':Bc this his Anfwer, and-the moft juft Exja ‘

-*¢ Thofe loving Ladies rudely.to traduce. -.-
bafe, - ..

of Drury .

| “¢ Arelarge and wWide, Yj'dca'zn'&é':‘ip;d'l-a"f_?ﬁi;é'

(ye.

I made no t‘;ﬁc‘ﬁion'but tl'ucj}N'c{i;s;'éf Sa-
" pho's ftaying behind me'in the Town wou'd . .
“furprizeyou. But Yheis fince come intothe

Country,-and to {urprize you more, I will
inform you, that the firft Perfon fhe nam’d
when I waited on her, wasone Mr Croz-

well.  'Whatan Afcendant have you over all’
the Sex, whocould gainthe Fair-one’s Heare - -

"by appearing before.herinalong, black, un-
powder'd Perriwig; nay, without fo much

as the very Extremitics of clean Linnenin® .
Neckcloth and Cuffs! I guefs that your™

Friend Vertuninus, among all the Forms he

affum’d to win the good Gracesof Pomona, =
never took-upon him that of flovenly Beau. -~
B2 T el -

Y- 5

' of .a narrow Pafs; % 4
- ¢ But the well-worn Paths of the Nf’mphs

-y v —
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‘4 7T LETTERS n
Well, Sir, Ileave you to your Meditations

on this Occafion, and to languifh unaétive -
(as you call it), ' ’

But I find I have excecded my Boimd‘s,: '

and begin to travel on the Confines of Im-
. pertinence. However, to make you amends,
I fhall defire Mr Wycherley to deliver you
this Letter, who will be fure in lefs than a
"Quarter of an Iour's Converfation with
you, to give you Wit enough to attone for
twice as much Dulnefs as I have troubled -
~you with, Therefore I fhall only give my »
Refpeéts to fome of our Acquaintance, and
" conclude. T ACIr s S

-
.

To.Batker ﬁf'& my Service, :pr:iy'; .
.. . ToTydeombeke, .. . . .. "
: And Mr Cheek;* ' 70N
" Laft to yourfelf my beft Refpe&ts I pay,*
“And fo remain, for everand for .ay..";,f'lf-;: e

re
.

L& o R Tl e
s v SR P el T
et ure LI PYPI LRSS e O Rt ML R AL, ) Rty g
s ’ ,ff;-;';r.- ; MG HaRe Rl E T s . ,~':3‘-

3 LR .« . < 51 = . ('"(‘.- X .; i
iaal 7 oh el Sheah R IETIE & FT R TE
e Your affectionate * -5
ST e a0 i D6 v PSarig
Sl R IR W fos S dn . o

r - w ¥ " wn'e fhaw o x

- aince .-..': ‘..'...- - L =5 . ':-..-lo.'.". 4
A e bumble Servant, ..
A T AN SR 2R ) 0 S T o T
Rt e L T Bt
TR G Y rits s P SO A‘P"‘ PR

¥ I = - A8 . . OPE.

— T T

"n BOUT the Time thatMr Wycherley,
came to Londan, I troubled you with ==y
S Letter of mine, in hopes of prevailing -
with you to continue, the Favour of your's; . <" e
But I now write, to convince you that Sk, ;"%
lence is not always the fureft Guard againfk © .
Impertinence : 1 have too great a Senfe of, .
thofe many Civilities rcccxy'd from you, to i
defift from expreffing it, till I.reccwc more: 7.
For you not only have acquan}vtcd me ‘wgt.h‘ b g
many of my Errors in feribbling, but with ¢
fome in my Condu&t; an.d 1 owc to you the ol L0
Knowledge of Things infinitely more of © »7, ¢
Concern to myfclf, than any thing of min¢ “.
can be to others. . The Advantage I have .~ -
obtain'd from both might endanger your be-
ing put upon an endlels Trouble of critte.
cizing on the reft of my Faults, and there-" .~
forc‘(you have reafonto make fome delay with - . -

never cou'd expett you (hou'd once lookup=» ..
on them, but when you were perfetly at - ;
Leifure; yet fo much Affurance your for= ..
mer Kindnefs had given me, that I wasun=". -~ =
der fome Apprehenfions for your Health, on. = "/

B 73 the -

Ve e
i oot

4 s LL E . 1 s .ly‘
HEI\'R'Y_‘C.R,O.M‘.V!:-.f"@’ | S h
Lee e b N . L . BT 1 % .'.a' L!
Ty oy A 4 3 o b b
- . L E T T E R‘ II' Tat N SaH s : ‘-'.’
e n o B e B ey T iliRider 2 Y f
ke 'l l"'" Y '.' ': .-J.. oo . .Nﬂ{o 3oth’ l7°9._‘{: “ ) H]
dpad o 80w Fopaiate i vl S ¢ e T Ty A 5
} SIR R A (T ST T s e Y
] 3 ot e * 5 %

thofé now under your Examination. Tho' L. ~7iriem, +F

91
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wvhy did Sherburm spend so many years on Pope's correspondence? This was
due to that long drawn-out proceas of re-orgauizing.

Pope had written many letters that the Victorian editors, and
those before them, had anitted.&s These omissions were due to the social
worey of the times, This was not because the letters contained anything
that could be considered rizque or immoral. (This is apparent when one
reads what wee included lettexwise!) Some of the included letters are
the equivalent of our modern term "rauvachy'. They contain mich of the
bawdy and the bar-room i{n their themes. The Letter (Poem) to Cromwell
which follows show what w&s included as being acceptable (even to the
Victoriang). Omitted were the letters that referred to business trans<«
actions (literary and personal), legal matters, and financial affair-.aé
letters contsining such references wexe not considered suitadble (or in
good tasts) and therefore did not appear in print., During Victorian
times no one would have cared to have read lettere dealing with such
matters. They also would not have been considered good literary examples
of the great Alexander Popse. Therefore, they were amitted from volumes
of correspondence published during Victorian times. The letter to Caryll
is an example of &n omitted letter.

Sherburn, wishing to preseant all aspects of Pope's life, includ-
ing business and financial, found it necessary to comb through private
letter collectiona, eigliteenth century publicaticns, legal records, and
libraries in order to find as mauy of Popa's letters (no matter what they

dealt with) as he could. This required monthe and years of patient search,

458hatbutn, Vol. X, xiv.

6
Sherbumm, Vol. I, pp. xXV-uxx,
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CASTRATIONS made by'tbe.EDlTC.)R‘ i
of M. POPE’s Letters 20 HENRY .-
. CromwELL, Efgy it w0 v T

T

T i, isieeecs g W |
Vil gl et

) o .. .
POSTSCRIPT, - ¥ shi Tl
E HAVE not heard thefe two Months -
from Mr. /Wycherley, tho"1have writ-
ten to him twice. I am fince told he .
has been ill, which I am very much con- - |
_ cerned for, and fear is the Occafion of his.
Silence fince his laft Letters, which were ,
the kindeft in the World. If you happen
ac your Return to find him in Town, it
- will be very obliging to let me know of ir;
in the mean time a Letter from you, will
make me the beft Amends for my Soli-
‘0l % ey b Ledwm T

\ N .t . . '
2 . & .

L}

* This Pofiferi pt of Mr. Popes, tobis Lecter to M, Cr.om-
well of Aug. 29, 1789: is omitzed, See Vol I. . - ‘
" _ ‘ :

. ' i
Mr. Por s Letters g ] '
d

. ro.I'-Icnry. Cromwell, E/Q;_ _-'.129"

= PR — R

-

EXTRACT from Mr. POPE’s Letter . -

v 20, My, CROMWELL, of Dec.z1,~
o (S . ‘ \. 2 ~'°'\..,'< S

l7l lo' . 5 ( "",“.
- P B, S, W

¢ - S o
[T =

— ¥ A M atthisInftant plai:;d berwvixt two:

"+ A fuch Ladies, thatin good Faith-"tis <.+ - o
all I'm able t0 do to keep myfelf inmy .0 "
- Skin. . He !M onfieur Cromvell !, Entendez , .« "

vous bien. “And now (fince you.find what ~ -
a bleffed Difpofition I am ia) , " @0, © ot e

i

- Tell me; by all the melting Foysof Love, > ;o "
By the warm Tranfports and intrancing Lag=. . .

o S gugrs; Tles fe e =

By the foft Famings of the wafting Sheets, " o

bl

G i:;:‘L i

DBy the dear Tremblings of the Bed of Blifs; ok

> 1

By all thefe tender Adjurations tell me,: < i " -

-

) ’ ;l .' . o lertgmaralssy ‘; . :"; .‘”
Am IW"JI‘IY o write & Tragedy 2~ * il 0

And would not thefe Lines found admi- =+

rably i the Mouth of Wilks, 'cfpc'ci'all):i 1542 ' .

he humour'd each Period with his Leg, and . ¢
ftamp'd wich jult Alacrity ac the Cadences ? %+ -

See Vol L - ¢ - . 2
K- AN o

* e f¢ Pq/[';z;g’a are /fl'tfwl'ﬁ am,".'[((/.
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130 'Mr._"l’ of;": Lelters.

~

'AN p %":“

S

Lp _/He 10 H;:nry Cromwdl .Efq, ’X

Dear Mr. Crozmvell Vg | e

! A

May it pleafe: yc !

Sxt fhll a Momcnt ; pray be c1fy-—- oF
F aith 'cis not five 3 no Play’s begun ;.

No Game at Ombre loftor won. :
Read fomething of 2 difPrent Nature,

Than Evning Pofl, or Obfervator; ... ,

And pardon mé¢ a little Fooling, .

— _]uft whxlc your Coftce ﬁands a Cooling.” |

Smcc your Acquammncc with one Brom:;f'.
Who ticeds will back the Mufes Cock-hotfe,

I know you dread all thofc who write, - e

And both with Mouth and Hand recite;

Who flow, and leifurely rchearfe, 3
. As loatht cnrich you with their Vc:‘fc .

* The Author's Age 19 s
+ Cummonly calld Bean Brocas. - 3

R R

.And as you pleafe to pafs their Doom, . £

,
e A e B S

to Yienry Ccomwell, Efy, ;ig't
Juft as a Still, with Simples in it, /
Betwixe cach Drop frays half a M.muté. ;

(That Simile is:not:my.own, - - 0
Burlawfullybelongs to Donnté 5. ."-.‘f.i .

You {ce how well I-can contrwca : ,' s ‘
InTerPOLATIO Fuririva) !/ el

To Brocas’ Lays no more you liften * .4. o

Than to the wicked Works .of ]P’bgﬂm; o o g g
~ In vain he firains.to reach yourEar,:: &2 S
- With whatitwifely, will #of hearz--von %
You blefs the Powers who made that Organ e

Deaf to the Voice of fuch a Gargazx
(For fo one fure may call that Head, ;
ﬁnch does not Look, bu: Rmd Men dedd’ ).

e\ ‘c . .4\"'..; Coee,
o B

I hope, you think e none of thoch*
Ibutlug out to one or two, 9
Such Fricnds, if fuch thereare, -as You, N Ty
Such, whoread Heinfiusand Maffon, ...

(Whoare to Me both Smithang Fobufon) 4

'So_fmz.c them Flames, or take them Tonfon. ||

e g b o g 3y

/f Gamgﬂ:r remarkable ﬁr his Vlrz’e Par " 'ubkb lvuu .l
10 be fond of Shewing. . k
+ Bays's tawo F. rmd: in I’)l RchcamL
IIHI:PA:‘:;oRA!.s ‘

5 : B e
1 . ' . . ’h C e

P 4t Buf, .. s

. - .
P e e T YT T ITAS TIS L T

I

" Who fhew their Parts, as Pentlow * docs DGR | %

i
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Mr. PorPre's Letter:

"':.'.‘ '." 'l-.‘Hl..

132

¢ - -

Bur Snr from Brocas, Fowler Mg =i
In vain you think to ’fcape Rhymc-frec, b
When was it knoivn one Bard did follow L
- Whig Maxims, and abjure Apollo: ? 1
Sooner fhall Major-General ceafe = =@ 7
To talk of War, ard live in ‘P'cécc gL
Yourfeif for Goofe reject Crow Quili,:'::i";‘
And for plain Spanifls, quit Brajils
Sooner {hall Rowd lampogon the UNION,-l i
Tydcombe take Oaths on the "Communion; ¥

el
"

ln'

The Granzitlles write their - Name pl:xm ’

; Greergﬁe/d Skt wtetoytiii == ;."_ B
Nay, Mr. IVJ cbcrley fce Bng/' eld

calld Bp-

;' I.

Ten Miles from Town, € af Placc

Jon,

'- -

To treat thofel \’ymphs hl\c yours of Drz(ry el

WitheeT protefty and I'll affure ye; —
But tho’ from Flame to Flame you wandcr

Beware; your Heart's no Salamander! "
* But burnt {o long, may foonturn decr,

. And fo be fir'd by any Cinder- N
. (Wench,I'd lmvc faxd d1d Rhymc not hm-
T der) S T T
. E _‘ ' . - SR O Shou'd

e Pe

W
P

2y ow, T

I'm to:d yois think to take @ Step, fome

g 1 70 chr}r' CrOmwcH' Efg; . 133
i+ Shou'd it fo prove,yet who'd-admire? .»'% . _’
*Tis known, a Cook-maid roafted Przor %y IR 3
Lardella ﬁr da.fainous Author, “ B DR -Ef ;'.:
., And fora Butcher's well-fed Daugheer = § " PR 1}
i Great Dnzms roar d, lzkc Ox at Slaughtcr. e
; (Now if you're wcary ofmy S:yle 'f e '
oo ;Takc out your Box of right Brafil, * *", " :,: g 1
.4 Tirlt lay chis Paper under, then, < ., ‘} ot T R
] Snuff _)uft thrcc Txmcs, :md rcad agam) \\';" | "
ﬂ ' i SR e A _::n‘ d '
- Ihad to fec you fomc Intcnt / .’,'.. o = & 5
" But for a curft Jmpediment, - .~ "
Which fpoils full many a good Dcﬁgn e
- That is toiay, the Wane of Coin, . ' .. ~, 2
1 " Forwhich, I had refolv'd almogt, ‘f ‘1— 'l.'-.'.'%' L B
2 To raife Tzl)ma; Gracchus' Ghott 5 gy o an
| To get, by onice more murd’ ring Caws, " l,a-‘ 5
3 As much asdid Sc/btzmuleuu $, Y -='- o
1 But who o dear will buy thc Lcad g ,,',,l-
That lies within a Poet’s Hmd o 2V A
As that which in the Hero’s Patc f ‘ ol
' . Dcf'crv d of GoId an equal chght ? J‘\ : :
Ny
s O;mf Mr Prior's Docs-vmty'dm! Vocati oni, " - e .'—.'I".". i ;
L,J'l". i I 3 ¢ B Sif. '," ;
o . L]._',
. ' | . i % ]
L A e oo W [+
Jlc . R it
B - e
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ik S te e L
. . e £ . OO RO

2 Tl i
Mr. Pore's Le:zors""-.4;7.?-'*3‘”‘ e fo.Xcueg Crawoelh Bffs & Rt oo T 3 .
Sir, youse fo {ifFinyour Opmxom, 3 Ten times more like him, T prOfd'S,. : 5 :
. ¥ wilh you do not turn Socinian; - ,'~ ThanIm like ﬂnﬂopbaue;. g IS i f.f:f'i-' f
. Or prove Reviverof a Schifm, i [ 77w o oy T N 1 i“ \

- By modern Wits call'd: Quixotifim gt 2 1.‘ To end with Ncws~—thcbcf’c11cnOW, _F Pyt (
What mov'd you, pray, without compélhng, - Is, Ivebeen well 4 W cek, ar fo. . , oo tie, T i & f;j!i;-i_'?: ¢
'Like Trgan true, to draw for Helen: - Fye 1 - Thc Seafon of Green Pm/é is ﬁcd . .'* ._'f..") . w e HJ .' ‘:' l:
Quarrel with Dr)dc;z fora StrumPct, o i . i  And Artichoaks reign in their Stead L ' ’il for !

* (Forfo fho was,as e'er thow'd Rumgp, }’f& e Th’ Alliesta bomb  Toulon preparg ;. v v _'__~_.‘ R

. Tho' Tconfefs, (he had much Gmcc,, W ? - G~—d fave the PrCREy Ladies there!}.” : KONY j; f, £ g
Efpccmllj about the Fﬂcc} i oA : One of our Dogsis dead and gons,. -('..f' B "4‘ Wl B P
Virgil, when cnndpzwfwamr L R Andl, unhappy! lefe along, o pml e 3 i

' (You fay) he'd more good Breeding ; L'rffa—-' j-;'.';';l':" e 1 w4 ¥ PE;';I!!
Well argu'd, Faith! Your Point you urgc : If yo.u.h,avc ay ,CO“(OI““"Q[ EF g B LB ‘ El‘; ks tl
As homc as evee did p(,,w,ge PR Vil T" adminifter on this Occafion, - f‘.-.-l.'"j:“ LT !rfzi_';,{:z_."{
And oie fay {ay of Drjden t66, S Send it, I pray, by the nex PO“' g T 5! E‘IL i
(As once you faid of you know of w/:a) . Before my SQ"“’W be Q‘“W lott, o !ti !'[f*}.'s'::. (
He had {fomé Fancy, and cod’d write ; 3 o ,;" Zigv Eﬁ f‘;'g;;gj" £4,
Was very learri'd, but riot politem—em * "7 ;" The fwelfth or fb‘”"“””’ Day of .7“6’- e 1 B ’

. Howevet from my Soul I judge 7 ".".';.;; '. Butwhzch 1 cannoreel] yo.x truly \ " i ili ;' |
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Tu the first hall of this ycur.lhc Popes removed] to Chiswiek, where social engages

ments made translation inore diticult than it had been at Binficld, Pope’s friendship
—one migrht almaost eall ita passion—for Lady Mary Wartley Montagzu became moro
expressive when in the summer she and) Mr, Wortley departed for Constantinople,
andt the funous coerespondence between her and Poapo began, Pope's seeond volume
of Hamer duly appeard in Marehy but apart from Homee the publication of things
by him was furtive and unhappy, Curll for bringing out the Conrt Pocins, wns
anthorized, was griven'a vomiy und Pope's pamphlets on ths espisode began a war
with Corll that was 10 plague the rest of his earecr, A hurlesrpue of the T'ate and
Brady version of the First Psalin had to be disewned, hypoeritically, and not infec-

quent attacks on his writing or on his religrion gave him uncasy moments. A new

correspondunce with Francis Auevbury, Bishop of Rochester, hdd fater to political
complications when the bizhop was exited fur teeason in 1723, Because of the inva-
sion of 'rg all Cath olic estates scemed now in jeopardy.

-
e

POPE r0o CARYLL ' 10 Jannery [1716/16)
Add. 28618 ' .

I reccived some time past your most welcome and friendly letter. Ttis
a true apology I make for not having sooner acknowledged it, that I
really intended to have complied with your kind invitation, and made
A venturesome trip in the winter to Ladyholt, You sce sulliciently the
cause that prevents that satisfuction, whenever you look out of your

-windows, or put your nose out of doors.! I very much wish the season

had not exerted its severity before I had arrived among you: for 1
could prdon any of its inclemencics, tho' never so lasting, when they
furnish me with a good pretence of staying with you. I sincerely long
to enjoy a few more agreeable hours in that conversation I liave so
often delighted in with those peisons 1 have so Jong esteem'd, and in
that frankness, ease, al good hwmour which is hereditary to your
family, Itis my hearty wish Heaven may continue all those blessings

you all deserve, and nothing interrupt the intercourse of so many

virtues as you can employ towards each other.

As for myself, who am a single, unconcerned, and independent
creature in the world, who hive 1o interests at my heart hut those of
mankind, a general good will to all men of good will, I shall be content

P Prom 1ate NDecember to Felirmary of 17 15/16 the winter way extremely coll—perhaps

the worst wintee of Fupe’s time. "Uhe “Thanies was frozen over, streets of boutlhs were 12ié
out, and coachics could drive atiout on the ice,

G, o " Popeto Carylly X0 Janunry 191526

.

thing between both, which I want a name for. 1 am really a greater
philosopher than I have the vanity to describe to you; and perhaps a
Letter Christian than is consistent with Christian humility to protend
to he, s

I have made several offers of visiting, Lady Swinhurne,! but hersell
andd her friends (are] somewhat delicate as to my waiting upon her in
the place wheve she now is, 1 have given hem to understand, however,
how dusirous I should he of any occasion of testif ying for her that
henevolence and regard, which both her own murit, misforwne, aind,
added to those, yowr friendship for her, challenge from me. ‘Lhe Maple-
curham hlios (if they be any longer ealled so, since their brother makes
so much haste to an alicnation of his sficctions another wav) are notso
wnfortmate in particular, but sensible enough (I can assure you) to be
very much so in partaking the afllictions of others: “Their behaviour is
penerous and exemplary on this occasion, T guestion whethery the time
consitered, their sorrows are not more seasomhic than their Lrother's
loves ?—"L"o answer your remaining Querics, Mr Plowden’s book s
in my custody, Gay’s poem3 just on the brink of the preas, to which
we have had the interest to procure him subscriptions of a guinca a
book, to  pretty tolerable number. I belicve it may be worth 15011 to
him in the whole. '

I beg the whole family of Ladyholt to be assured at all times of my

. most faithful services: And yourself to believe no man ean continue-

with morc ardor than I, Your most affectionate, obliged | Friend, and
humble servant | At P: '

London Jau: roth "

+SIR WILLIAM TRUMBULL ¢¢ POPE
1738

19 j’rmnmy 1715/16

Jan, 19, 1715/10.
I should be asham®d of my long idleness, in not acknowledging your
kind advice about Slechs, and your most ingenious explanation of it,
relating to Popular tumults; which 1 own to be very useful: And yet
give me leave to tell you, that I keep my self to a shorter receipt of

the same Pythagoras, which is Silence; and this I shail observe, il not:

1 Lady Swinbutne, sitter of Mea. Lister Itlount and hence aunt of Teresa and Martha,
was now in trouble hecause of the implication of hiee hnsband (Sir WVilliam) and his brothers
in the Jacobite uprisings. Sie Williany died 17 Apr. 1716 —Ehvin,

% Ihs copy of the Miad, vol.i?

3 Cay's Trivie was puliliched on 26 Jan, In addition te subiscription moncy Lintet paid
Wim [43 for the copyright. See EC vii, 460 n.

37
~. . to wear away a Jife of no importance in any safc obscurity, The old

. conceits of fame, and idle pleasurcs of poctry are seriously over with
me, and I think of nothing but entire indolence, resignation, or some-

(X4
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reams of correspondence, and numerous trips. Sherburn aciknowledged the
people and the libraries who helped him in the introductioun to volume one
of the correspondence. The following two pages of reproduction show
Sherburu’s symbols that he used in identifying letter types. Also given
are the sources of autographed lettera.

When Sherburn felt he had found all the Pope correspondence avail-
able, he then began the long and tedious tagk of putting these letters in
chronological order, all the while checking for fakes and re~touched
letters. FRvery lettexr coutained in the correspondence was checked by
the date, the cvents mentioned therein, the recipient, and the other
copies (1f there were any) of that letter.47 Sherburn hoped there would
be a Rarleian copy or an origimal by which he could check his copy. Af-
ter this, 1if a letter still appeared doubtful, Sherburn checked the style.
Pope had a particular style he often followed. As with each of ue, he
had his owp way of crossing t'e, coanecting letters, and abbreviating,

1f the letter checked out style-wise, but there was some dis~
crepancy in the date or the recipient, Sherburn had to then assume that
the letter was a Pope~retouched letter with no original existing, or
that Pope had been absent-minded about the date, event, or recipient.

In Curll'se 1735 edition Pope had traneferred Caryll'g letters to Addi-
son, Wycherly, etc.{‘8 Sherbutn had no way of being sure that every

"retouched" letter hsd been found by Victorian's Dilke, Elwin, and

7
Sherbuyn, Vol. I, p. xxv.
488hetburn, Vol. I, pp. ix, xiv.
Curll, Vol. III, pp. xiv-xv,
Curll, VOI: 11’ P. xiii.
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NEADINGS OTF LETTLRS

- At the left margin at the heginning of cach letter are given the r.m!nc.s‘
of the correspondents involved; on the same line at the right l;ml sfn s
given the ediza’s date {or the letter, taken from the end of!hc}um :'! or
from the superscription, or froma postmark, or § romthe editor scogita-
tions. At times this cditorial date contradicts the holoaraph date or the
date of an carlier editor—in which case fuotnotes ofler cxplannt'mns.
Under the names of the correspondents at the qlc.’ Lappoiws an :\b!wcs'[:\]tcd
statement of the provenance of the leiter. “I'he texes e drawn citiE
from nanuscripts or from printed books or pcnod!cnls..b)v lnsulunicti}\t_s.
one means Pope’s ariginal amtograph leers or transeripts m:t‘\lc ]‘?' ]lls
contemporarics. J{ a transcript is the sourec, that fact is stated. I the
statement of provenance begins \'.'ith. a date (c.g. 1735, 1741,. x‘c)r;l,.
&¢.), that arrangement indicates a prmfcd Kource, the :I.l-lll‘.(\l' o:l cd Itfl.

. of the book heing named, un]cs;s.thc editor |5.1 ope hu?uc]f. In ‘l 18 c.'\'.]t.
of letters reprinted from the cditions of Pope’s 7/ orks in the ni |.ct«?c‘|1l )
century (Bowles, Roscoc, I",lwi.n:-Courthopc) or letters that come . 9:3\
ptinted periadicals, the date, if given, occurs after the title of the work,

ot before. Prefixed at times to the names of correspondents in the

: ; . o g
headings will appear one of the following syml;ols; an astel |§[k]( ) for
a letter not hitherto included in an edition of Pope’s collecte c)ttc1 5
a dagger (1) for a letter that rests only upan the authority of Popc’s
it 1) fe - cted as a conflation or
cditions; # double dagger (3) for a letter suspected as hibo
a fabrication by Popes and two vertically paralle] lines (H) for a c;tcn
published by Pope hut now available in a morc authentic source than
his, celitions:, A ey
Since many of these provenances are given 1nan abbreviated torm,
it is advis:ble to print here a list of provenances, which may also con-
stitute grateful acknowledgements to the institutions and the owners
who have consented to aid this cdition. ’

PROVENANCES
1. Sowrces of Autograpl: Letters

Ins'errurions have furnished manuseripts of letters as follows: The
Bath Municipal Reference Library (2), the Bibliotheque Nationale (1),
The Bodleian Livrary (29), The Boston (Mass.) Public Library (1),
I'he British Muscum (§53), "I™he Buftalo Public Library (1), The
Amon G, Carter Foundation (1), The University of Chicago (1),
Christ Church (Oxford) (1), The William Andrews Clark Library
(3), The Fitzwilliam Museum (1), The Folger Shakespeare Library
(1), Hardebury Casie (1), Harvard University (62), Haverford Col-
lege (1), "The Huntington Library (17), McGill Univassity (1),
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Maine Historieal Society (1), Massachusetts Historical Society (1),
"F'he National Library of Scotland (3), T'he New England @istorical

and Genealogical Society (4 transeripts), The New York Public

Library (7), "Uhe Historical Socicty of Penusylvania (6), ‘Uhe Pierpont
Margim Library (93), Princeton University (1), “I'he Public Record
Oglice (London) (3 wanseript), “1"he Royal College of Surgeons of
England (13), ‘The John Rylands Library (3), ‘1'he University of
“Iexas (1), "Frinity College (Cambridge) (1), “Irinity College (Dublin)
(), Ushasy College (8), "1'he Victorta and Albert Musewn (5), “I'he
Welleame Historical Medical Toibrary (1), Wellesley College (2), "I'he
Wishech Muscum (1), Yale University (10).

Famrny Axcinves have furnished letters as follows: Alnwick (1),
Althorp (2), Blenheim (19), Blickling Tall (2), Chaswordh (68),
Cirencester Park (12), Craster “'ower (1), Hagley (9), Longleat (2.47),
Mapledurham (57), Nuncham Courtenay (10), Panshanger (1),
Rousham (15), Sandon Hall (1), Welbeck=Portland (on depositin the
British Muscum) (5).

Pravaeyr Qwrams Axn Deavers have furnished letters as follows:
Roger W, Barrett (1), the late J. M. Berdan (1), “I’he Bordoni Colles-
tion (3), Lady Charnwood (1), Dawson's Boolshop (1), Licut.-Col. -
I. D. K. Fremantle (1), Professor R. 1. Griflith (1), Professor 7, WV,
Hilles (2.), F. J. Hogan (1), ‘T'he Marscille Holloway Collection (1),
Arthur A, Houghton, Jr. (60), ‘I'he Hyde Collection (7), Mage:s
Bros. (3), A. Merivale (1), thelate IN. H. W, Meyerstein(r), Dr. Eric G,
Millar (1), Sir John Murray (17), James M, Oshorn (3), Parke-
Bernet Galleries (1), Dr. Dallas.Pratt (1), Lord Rothscliild (2.), Fiul
Stanhope (1), C. A. Stonichill (1), Rohert H. "I'aylor(3), Professor C. B.
Pinker (6), 11, B, Vander Pocl (1), Gabrie! Wells (1),

2. Printed Sources of Texts!

1720 Aaron Hill, Preface to Creation (1); 172.3 ‘I'he Duke of
Buckinghan’s IForks (1); 1520 Curll’'s Misccllanea (1: the rhyming
epistle 1o Cromwell); 1729 The. Dinciad (1); 1729 John Dennis,
Remarks on . . . The Dinciad (2); 1729 The Posthumous 1/ orks of
IWychierley, vol. i [edited by Pope] (19); 1732 Qf False Fame (1: the
prefatory epistle); 1735a Letters of Mr. Pope (121); 173508 2.
Lope’s Literary Correspendence, vol. i (1); 1735) Mr. Pope’s Literary
Carrespondence, vol. iii (1); 1735 Narrative of the Method by ehich
Alv, Pope’s Letiers have ‘been Published (10); 1735 A General
Dictionary [in the life of Atterbury) (1); 1736¢ (1); 17372 Roberts
octavos (46); 17370 (18); 1739a (2); 1740 {the clandestine volume]

' In this list it will be understoodd that the figures in parentheses after the tithes of books

<o not represent the total number of Pope letters printad in the respective books, but only
the number of letters reprinted in this edition (for want of a Letter sovrce) from these books.
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“(55) 174t Da(1); 1743 La(7)s 1743 The Dumciad (1); 1745 Williun
Ayre, Life of Pepe (2) 1745 Dodsley's Miscellanies by Dy, Siif s,
vol. x (3} 1740 Swift's W ok [Faulkner ed )y end of vol.viii (1); 1751
Navon Hilly A Collection of Letters (36); 1552 Qreery's Remaris (2);
1753 Aavon IHill's I orks (2.1); 1760 Aavon Hilly, Drcmatic M orks
(2); 1762 Goklsmith, Jife of Bearw Nash (1); 1763 Letters of Lady
Mary Il ortley Montagu(8);1705 Deane Swift {ell ), 1 arks of Fesiathan
Sceifty, vol xvi (3); 1707 Letters of Lady dary 1Fartley Sontugu,
vol. iv(2.); 1768 Deane Swift [l ), 1ol of Fomathen Swift (5); 1709
Judith Cowepery Lettere to a Lady (1); 1769 Rulthead, Jife of Pope
{(4)i 1770 Goldswmith, Life of Parnell (2); 1772 Duncombe [ed.],
Letters of Several Eninent Pevsons Deceaseed (0); 1776 Addditions to the
1Morks of Pope (2); 1783 Nichols {ed.), Ateerbury’s Correspanclence (1)3
1788 Hurd [ed.]), Warhurton™s Werds (1); 1791 Boswell, Life o
Tedwmson (1); 1797 olliday, Life of Mansfietd (1); 1797 Polwhele,
Histery of Devonshire, vol. 1 (31); 1797 Warton {cd.], Pope’s 1Forls
(3); 1803 Nichols [ed.], Swilt’s I/ erkts, vol. xviii (1); 180, Rrookicna
[Benry Brooke) (3); 1806 Bowles [el.), Pope’s 1/erks (22); 1817
Warner, Original lLetters (8); 1820 Spence, Aucedsres (2); 1824
Roscoe [ed.], Pope™s I7orks (0); 1824 Letters to and frem the Counteis
of Stff+!k (1); 1831 Rose [ed.), A mrchonsnt Papers (4); 1833 ‘Thomas
‘Lhorpe, Catalzgne (1); 1859 Carcuthers, Life of Pope (3); 1861 Mrs.
Delany, Autobicgraphy (1); 18069-1913 Sotheby Sale Catalogues (12.);
1870-89 Elwin and Courthope [eds.}, Pope’s 1/ orks (180); 1870 John
Weller, Catalogue (1); 1880 Lord Clertwont, Histary of the Fortescue
Fowily (1); 1885 Hist, MOS, Comm,, Report x (2); 1856 The Auto-
praphic Aivror (1); 1913 Ball [cdl )y Swift’s Corres pandenee (3)5 1923
W. I, Arnold, Fentures in Beok Celleiting (1); 1925 Francis Edwards,
Catalogue (1); 1931 L. J. Wise, 4 Pope Library (1); 1935 D, Nichol
Smith [¢d.}, Letters of Swift to Ford (1); 1941 R. Blanchard [ed.],
Stecic's Cearrespendence (1).

Of the letters necessarily taken from the Elwin-Courthope cdition
121 come from the Broomie papers, available for Elwin’s work but
since lost—temporarily, it is to be hoped. Among others 20 should
come from a volume of the 5th Earl of Orrery's papers, crucial in the
history of the publication of the Swift letters; which is also now lost.
“I'he other principal groups of letters known only in the Elwin—
Courthope edition are 10 to Lord DBathurst and 13 to Jonathan
Richardson,

Prriopicar. Pusiicarions have furnished printed texts as fol-
loss: The A thenacumg 19 May 1884 (3); The Daily Post-Bey, 22. De-
cember 1731 (1); The Ewropean Magezine 1791, 1792 (2), Fog’s
17 eckly Fournal, 26 July 1735 (1); The Gentleman's Magazine, for
1787 (1); for 1831 (3 to L. Dancastle); for 1835 (1); for 1836 (5 tothe

o Burke's Peerage: Sin 3. Burxr,

t
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Tonsons); and’for 1855 (11, of which 9 are to Charles Dathurst
E‘lnﬂ ;rf 21; J'J;c Qujn'}'crl_)' Review for 1875 (1); The .Sl'r i';ﬂ:ui}:
nreeieley 13 and 27 July 1756 (2); T < ' Event
12 Tuly 1735 (1) The Sc)o!: /ﬂ’{ fqgaz)}n{ ;J:'S]i.'g.?:m(”lt){’7]';0{”('/”{(:"[)?”,
adsgazine for 1808 (2). BRa R
.()ut o over 2,100 letters 735 arc tak
this group something like 280 came from Pope’s own printings. 1
rust be remembercd, again, that in the listings here {;i\:cfx 1[hclnu}rfx’sl.\ : t
,,I, parentheses do not fndicute te number Jf]cl(cz‘s found in a }i\'Lrb
3:;.:‘.;:»1}(\'0::{); lll;c lllll}lll‘l(:l‘ 1'cprcl)tlucctl in this edition from the fll‘dig‘tlgl;
L - INaturaliy, where possi Y : '
carly transcripts Jh’as heen lln.c“;c:-lrcc’d t:z)cat::;ﬁfc'a? ltj:\)‘%mph o
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en fiom printed sourees, Of

ABBR]iVIA'l'ZONS or AU THORITIES CITED
I'he works here listed are

name of the author (veith
ttie!

at times cited in footnotes simply by the last
at times a brief title) or by an abbreviated

-

Avwr, Noryay. New Light ou Pope 1949.

A ‘\ ’”y A
;{f’ff F. B, (ed.). Phe Correeporderce of Tezathar 8:if1. 6 v., 1930
Viegraphie universelle ancicnne ¢t moderpe. 85 v, 181 -Gz, i

Braxcitako, Rae, 7'4e Correspondere ;
] . . ¢ (X143 R a2
Bowrrs, W. L. 7% I7ork s q/lzo['o/ir. 1:‘)/;'.,“1/8?;2’.8/“/{. ot

o S s Burke's Gewcalogicel and Heraldic Nistar Yy of

Furke’ s Conrnosiers ’
0ra0%Crs: Joux Bunke, Brrde's Genealen: S TII
Conmosers, 2 v, 1131 5 s Cr'«m/cg:m/mydl_[,m/,/, ¢ History of

BI'TT;JOIIN cd. 5 1, ' 0 . . o
of Popc’s (,;“3,., I).o{ ;;91"’“ fations of Horuee (vol. iv in the T'wickenl,

Carrvrangs, Rovyry. T4: 1) g
e i Wiy 0; ,é{;/;)?f Alexander Fope, 1857 (rewritten and
gonum“r, {i’ S. Meworials o f Vicichenham, 1872
OVBEYT, WILLIAML Parlicinentery Histery oo
iBpETR, AV i sy Histery of Exolund. . -

{I)),:if : ?){rllo/.‘r:r;)' qf'l}'a-lw.-'m/ Biegraph )'..;2/':'., I‘g;,;-g}ge‘i:s;cs)o‘ .
o :u é\:r,A gu(:r{"),mj é‘t /I’w;{vy oéf llr:a’,' Mery Wertley Meatazn, .5 v, 1803
e L ML WIworTn L'he Papers of a Crisic. 3 v., 18- .

} t.C‘O-d]lt‘)., Joun (cd.). Letrers of Seceral Liziner: I’er.ro;u I)Ij';'n!(d' g
- hn ;‘ugl.zcs]. v, 7725 2nd ol 3 v, 397 e
I: - Sce lihwin. 773
LN, Wanewerer, and W, J.C 3
] : ) » Jo Covrruork (eds.). The I - .
é i{?{ xlo vy 1?7:—89._(Cilcd cither as IC‘ o‘r a)s L'/;i:'i”.)ar“‘f S
vera Dlrlmm:/y listorical and Critize) (based on the Dictionnaire of -~

Picrre Bayl y T. I3
ayle) by J. I Bernard, "I Birc] ;
ot Mag .z Lhe Gentleman's Magaziutc, l'1 ;3%-? C fen, 70 v ik

am ed.
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C:om't:hr.'ope.&9 1f there is a discrepancy in the lettsr, Sherburm makes
note of this fact at the bottom of the page in italica.so There was
also some confusion over letter dates due to the change of the calendar
during that century.

The following two letters are examples of discrepancies and date
confusion in Pope's letters. The letter to Richardecn 1e an cxample of
a letter with no original, The ono to Harley shows the old style and
confusion of date.

Sherburn's greatest problem was what to do with the undated let-
ters - and there were many of these among the business-type letter.
Sherburn tried to match the events wmentioned therein with events known
to have happened on a certain date, or with another letter that men-
tions such events. This was a time-coneuming tssk. The letters that
could be assigned oo set date were inserted in an appropriate (S8herbusu's
idea of) place.51 Why did Sherburu do this? 8herburrc was attempting to
present the wmost complete picture of Pape, the msn and his career, that
had éver been done. He was interested in showing Pope, his life, and
his works by hie lettcro.sz This 48 why Sherburn wanted all the letters
availsble. In actuality, the correspondence is a biogrephfcal picture

of Pope, presented by his correapondence.s3 This 1ie why Sherburm spent

49
Sherburn, Vol. I, p. 3.
08herburn, Vol. I, p. xxv,
518horburn. Vol. I, p. =xxv.
52
Ibid.

3
Sherburn, Vol. I, p. xxv.



oo  Pope to the Duchess of Buckingham, 27 Jannary 172127 -

nawly ingraved, to set down the Name of your Grace. When I did
this, your Grace was at Bath, and I forgot ever since to tell you of it,
'dll nowe, vhen the Book's coming out, put me in Mind ol it. 7
~ 1f you can excuse this Fault, I sincercly think I shall not err this
Way again, till such another great Man as Boraneini arises, (for when-
“cver that happeus, I doubt not the Euglish will use him as scurvily)
but that your Grace needs not apprehend, during our Lives, 1 am,
with thc sincerest Respecet, | Madam, | Your Grace's most Obliged, |
Most Obedient Servant, | A, Pope.

AT TERBURY s POTLE! : f17221]

Yongleat Porlland Papers, xiii (1 farleian transcripts)

Bromly Wedn. night

I can give no Judgment in the affair yecommended to me by the
inclos’d, having no clear remembrance of those Writings, tho' I once

read them over with Attention enough. Ondly in general T think,

that if that which is entively new be in it self Good, it should come on
first,> because it will please most; and then the Crediv of that will
carvy off the other—which perhaps has Jess to recommend it; the
Dutchesses Judgment in thatcase being right, I think, that the Appro-
bation given to it thus alter’d, will center in the Original Author, and
will derive no Credit to what is to succeed it. But I speak at Random.
I think of being in "Town on Mund or Tuesd. Even. next—1I hope,

+ by Munday and to stay onc or two days there. If it suits with your
Convenience to come to ‘Town, I should be glad to have the Affuir
of the Inscription over. | I am always yours | I, R,

1OPE s0 JONATIIAN RICHARDSON? 6 February [1721]21)

Elwin-Courthogpc, ix, 492

Thwitnam, Feb. 6.

I write this to desive a thing of you which I mentioned when last I
saw you, but I believe may be forgot, that you will tell your friend

t More than one letter dating apparently in’ the first half of 1723—bcfore Atterbiury’s
arrest—concerns PPope’s difliculties with the Duke of Buckingham®s 7#erks, publiched in
Jan. 17223, "Chis letter inight fall in the Matter patt of 172, see Vope to "Tonson, 3 Septe

1721}, :
[ & 'llim whicl ‘cainc on first’ was not a new piece but the Duke’s poem ‘The Temple of
Death’, first printed in 1695,

> The original of this letier has not been traced!s The letter contains perhaps Pope's first
mention of the famous surgeon Williany Cheselden (1688 -1752), who from alieut this time
hecame a close, lifclong friend. He was espucially hedpful about the edition of Shakespeaie,
and attendied Pope in his last illness, quoting, accoréing to the earliest Spence MSS,, the
line from lus:ler and applying it to Pope's dying condition : ‘sweet bells jangled and owt
of tuuc’, 3n the printed editions of Spence’s Anecdetes the quotation is ascribed loilolingbwkc.

Pope ta Jonathan Richardson, 6 Felruary 17.21[2? 101

Mr. Chiscldon, I shall be ohliged to him if he will put upon a paper
those conjectures of some passages of Shakespeare which he men-
tinned to Dr, Arhuthnot, or any others that may have oceurred to him.
T'he edition of that author being reprinted,and from all hands (espe-
cially from a man of his good will and abilitics) information or clucida-
tion being welcome to me. Pray send me these as soon as you can,
ceven before 1 see you, though I will do that as soon as I can. Your
aflectionate {riend and fiuith{ul seryvant.

POPY re LORD HARLLEY! 6 ."'fémm:y 1721f2
Longlcat Portland Papers, xii
' "Twitenham, Feb. 6. 1721,
My Lord,~—1I was so entirely taken up with the honour you did me
the last tiine, when I so abruptly hroke npon your Lordship at dinner,
that I quite forgot a Commission I have long had from the Duchess
‘of Buckingham, & which your long Absence from the town has
hinderd my obeying till now. She layd her comminds: upon race w put
into your hands the Dulie’s "Fragedycs, which she has kept from all
cyes beside, & depends on your Lordship’s honour you will not show
to amy onc. I can’t but think her Grace judges right, in keeping any
thing from the common View, till it is publishe, having myscli often
known Instances of the best, as well as worst, picces, suffering by it.

If your Lordship will pardon my not asking your leave 10 send them
sooncr, I shall reap the benefit of my neglect, in coming mysclf to
bring them to you next week.

I beg leave to lay hold of the opportunity this gives me, of express-
ing, (tho in never so short a manner, yet in a very sincere onc) how
truly Tam | My Lord | Your most obedient | & most faithfull hum- |
ble Servant | A. Pope

I entreat your Lordship to give me your permission, as the only
Title I have, to name my sclf my Lady Harrict Harley’s most humble
Servant. ’

tPOPL % AT TERBURY? 8 Febrnary 1721] 2

1737
TFeb. 8, 1721-2.

My Lord,~—It's so long since I had the pleasure of an hour with your
Lordship, that I should begin to think myself no longer Amicus

~

' That the year date is given in O1d Style is clcar from the fact that the Duke of Bucking.’

ham did not dic until 24 Feb. 17205 The tragedics were gublished in the 77orks (1723).
Edward, Lord Hailey, snccceded Yis father as 2nd Eael of Oxford in 17234.

_* The text is from the first printing in the Roheits octavo (1737a). The letter appeared
n alf Pope’s octavos, 1737--;2, but was omitted from the quarto and folio of 3737.

Lz
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so much time and effort ot his job. He says that he wanted to present
the moast complete view of Pope available for the benefit of students,
and scholars, snd the public. Before, one hed to be satisfied with an
"abridged" Pope. How c¢ould one get a complete view of the wan 1if one
could not see him in all aspects of his 1ife? He wost certainly had to
transact business affairs. The polished or '"retouched" letters were not
Pope. The original letters were. The ""real'" man was revealed in the
undware maxmentes - the soments when he was not presenting his best side
for public view. S8herburn felt that all "valid" letters presented in
the best chromological order possible would present the whole man -

not the "tocad", the brilliant scholar, the friend-lover, or the eunemy.
One must combine both faults and virtues to see a man completely. Pope
i8s no exception.

It ie therefore important to remember that 4{f one is interested
in seeing a "complete" view of Alexander Pope, Sherburn's work is by far
the best one for studemt anad scholar. One can either search the four
volumes by year, or cne mey use the fifth -~ the index volume - and sort
out by year all letters belonging to a certain person or persons.

One should feel deeply indebtsd to Sherburn for these five vol-
umes. These volumes axe useful in finding out not only information con-
cerning Pope, but also on other personalities, events, and period de-
tails. Before Sherburn's Volumes, one would had to have sorted out facts
mich as Sherburn did. It would have required much time studying volumes
that were not in chronological order.

Again, Sherburn's greatest difficulties lay in tho searching,

sorting, and cataloguing of Pope's letters. It required him to become
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zn authority on 18th Century litter :tyles, Pope's letter styles, cventg
of Pope's lifetime, pers~nalitics of tie 1lth Century, friends (and
enemies) of Pope, literary events, kuown revises Pope letters, and Jetters
coasidered to be forgeries. After Slcrburm becam: familiar with all of
these ha had to put tte letters he chose in & clironolozical working order -
one that was as accuratc as possidle., If a letter could not be placed,

it was insertcd at an appropriatc plece in order to keep the pilcturc of
Pope'’s life completa.

The literary and ac:demic world should feel decply irlebted to
George Sherburn for this tremendous achievamert, After spcading eight
months exarining the corresjyondemnce of Pope and Suwift and examin: ag two
of Curll's volimes /lent by the Ualversity of Illinois frow their pri-
vate S8herburn collection), I am fupsresced by Shcecburmi's results. In
eight and some months I have not even begur to o moye than examine the
sources and the volumes of Shorburn. Pope and Swift's Corr~erondence
along consists of ten volumes, In reading the cntirety of these (some
more than onc2), I wrealized that Si.erburn must have faced, and done, a
tzdfous job.

As gtated pr viously, Suerdburw adied litters to the on:s that
had nreviously been consider.d standard to Pope volumes, He incressed
the voluwz of le:ters by approximately one-third (using those of Blwia
and Courthrope).sa tiis greatact councribution was to ut Popc's Tetters
in chronolo;ical order, thus praseating a claarc:r picture of Alexander

]
Pope Jor sll the literary world to sae.“s

5"Sherbnx‘n, Vol, I, p. xxv,

5%
Ibid.
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