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The Politice of ilenry Fieliding:

A Whilg Joumaralist and Essayist

lienry 1'lelding, an. avoweii whig, consistently profesesad
political wellefa which had t rker: root in the coil of the Glorz_.ous
Revolution, 'nd all hie politienl wrilinge ctem from the settlement
of that revolution, The political writings sutvilvide distinctliy
into three —erdiods corresvonding te Pielding's atticks upon Lir “obert
Valpole, his ottacks upon the Jaosultes, .Jul his iater 2 nd mcre Soneral
recozindntions for improving inalish covermment. In the firet roriod,
Henry Fielding atlacked Cir Rovert ".al ole through articles in Comaon

Sense, the nrefutory "Dedic:tion to the rublic” of 'he Uishorical Hegister

for the Year 1736, his firat newanaper Tha Chsmoien (Movmmber, 1725~ une,

17451), ont political pamphlete later compiled in idincall. nies. hen

writing The Champion and the Miscgellinies essoys, Henry Plelding saw

himasell 35 9 guardian of intellecti:l aid morsl stand-rds in a world «hich
8 ‘emed increasingly to ighore snd distort those stonidawls, 70 the sceond
period, the threats of Raman Catholicism and ivranny introduced Hy the
Pretender Char-leg Yauward's return moved Ricliing firs+ “o ivite articles

in The Gentieman®s Masnzinas and then to publich The True Patriot (November,

1788aJune, 1745) and The Jacobite's Jouvnal {Decamiexr, 1747<ifov aber, 1748)

as he smashed at the undervpinmings of the Jacobite Rebellion of 1745, In
tha third "ariod of Ficlding's journalism, he meintained e certain detach-
ment from the heatsd 1oliticol controvarnies of his past and recammended

more general corrections to tha inrliah people. Only ‘hen the trial of



2
Bosavern Penlez sparked both Pielding's judiecial and political interests
did he move to support the stable govermaent of the Pelhams by writing "A
True State of the Csse of Bosavern Fenlez.” Fielding's final jourmal,

The Covent Garden Journal {January, 1752-November, 1752), likewise excluded

politics in the narrow sense and aimed at broader and more sweeping correc-
tions in the inglish political system than did Fielding's other jourmals,

Closing the third period and his career with The Journal of a Voyage to

Lisbon shortly before his death, Fielding displayed a touching affection
for England and a sincere concern for her future as a free and honest body
politiec.

The Revolution of 1688, the event which formed the foundations of
Pielding's political beliefs, was intended to safeguard the religion and
liberties of ingland--both of which Farliament felt had been endangered
by a Stuert king, William and Mary then became joint sovereigns by
social contract through an act of Farliament, John Locke provided the
whigs with the necessary political thought: the sphere of goverrtsment
should be strictly limited 2nd a man's belief his own concern. A Bill of
Rights inwured the individual's liberties; a Toleration Act afforded
freedom of worship to all but remzined silemt on political disabilities
of dissenters from the Church of ingland. A Mutiny Act secured for
Parliament an anmizl meeting and control of the armmy., Parliament=—not
the King-=for the first time guaranteed the notionsl debt, These "Principles
of '88" in addition to the rrotestant Succession znd the defeat of Prance
were the basic tenets of the wellw-organized whig party to which Henry
#Pielding staunchly adhered,

Following this Bloodlesa Revolution, the ministers sought to increase

their own power by reducing the king's executive authority and decreasing



3
hie policy-making awor.l In Quesn Anne's reign, the Whigs foreed their
vay into the higher offices againat the Queen's wishes., Xing Gearge I's
and Xing George XII's disinterest in English domestic affairs enabled the
winieters to claim greater and greater power, and in 1721, Sir Robert
Walpole beoame the executive head of goverrment and governad Britain
mmrivalled until 1741,

Walpole's policy aimed at “sscuring the Hanoverian succession, amd
at defeating Ja.cobitiu."a Certainly Flelding could have had no cauplaints
about that, Rather, his hatred of avarice and of overweening ambition,
ogupled with hie regard for honesty eand integrity in English govermuent,
largely accounted for Pielding's initial contempt and resultant harassment
of Walrole, a fellow whig. UYnable to overlook the devices by which Walpole
assended to nower mnd the corruption which permeated Xis ministry,
Plelding ecould not enjoy the twenty prospercus and stable years which
Walpole's govermment provided, In an era when the prevailing political
principle was self-interest, Sir Robert Walpole was in fact the grand
wisardy Robert Walpole loved power and he lowed the trappings of wealth,
Having feathered his own nest wille serving as Faymaster and Chancellor of
the Exchequer, he exereised & vast patronage to sustain and extend his
power. Walpole, selecting his friends carefully, always sought to ex-
olude those who might rival his own supreme power,

As the mumber of exeluded and discontented grew, the Opposition
gettled cbiefly in Londun, In their midst was Henry Pleldinge-a leading
London ;zl.aydright shut ocut from the theatre by Walpole's Licensing Aot of

1737. Yet even before this sct's passage, Henry ilelding bad commenced

1R w. Harris, A Short History of Nighteenth Century England
(New York: New American library, i903), pr. 72-7%,
2 o
Haxrisy, De 9D
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Joarnalistic attacks against Walpole's ministry through a weekly newspaper
entitled Common Sense or The Englishman's Journal whish was established
by Plelding's friends Chesterfield end Lyttleton in Pebruary, 1737, as &
supplezent to The Crefteman,

In these letters to Common Sense, Pielding assumed the name of
Pesquin, the title of Plelcing'’s daring politieal satire which greatly
contributed o Pielding's being barred from the etage, Pasquin'e letter
to Commen 3ense (May 21, 1737), sritten beyand a doubt by Pielding” replied
to whreata of cemsorship appearing in The Deily Gameteer, Waipole's prin-
8ipel newspaper, by asserting that if thes present ministry were imooent,
1% would be unaffectsd by ridicules “Por Ridicule, like Ward's pill,
passes innocently through a sound Canstitmtion; but vhem it aecets with a
Cemnlication of foul Distempers in a gross corrupt Carecase, it 1s apt to
give a terrible Schoek, to waork the Dpoor Patient most irmoderatelys in the
Course of which Working, it is ten to one but he dege==ts hie H:—'!s«men.'a
Pasquin denied having ridiculed ", . . » Politicks, those Sesrets of
Gowernment which + , « are improper to be beheld by vulgar Eyea, such as
Sesrst Servica, tc"ﬁ on the stege since Pasguin could not have exposed
what Pasquin himself had not found out., Purthermore, Pasquin denied having
ridiguled patriotism, saying that he pather had endeavered ", . . to shew,
that whoever gives up the Interest of his Country, in Fect givee up his

am.'s Pasquin'e letter hegan the faur=-year joawrnalietic darrage of

3 wiibur L. Croes, The History of Henry Pielding (Mew York: Russell
and Ruesell, 1964), I, 221,

. Hewy Flelding, The Criticiem of Henry Ficlding, ed. Ican Williams
(Xew Yorks Bermes & Noble, 19703, p. 26.

5 Fielding. %&iw, P 2&.

6 Pielding, Critiecism, p. 25,
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Fielding®s bitter allegory, analogy and irony attscidmg the Walpole
ministry. Pasquin's letter in fact introduced the eszssy containing
Fielding's more virulent attaok againet Walpole. Pasquin informed the

saribblers on the Gaseteers “The Historical Register and Burydice Hiss'd,

being now publish'd shall answer for themsclves what you are pleased to

say congserning th-m"?

In the "Dedication to the Public” of The Historieal Register for

ihe Year 1736 and Eurydige Hiss'd, pudblished im May, 1737, the readiness

of the writers of The Daily Gaseteer to identify their patroan with the

devil called a story to Pasquin'se mind. This "impertinsnt atory"a presents
"Bob" Walpole as a short-sighted ase who believes his companion's exclama-
tion, "Bod! Bob! Look yonder! Some impudent rascal has hung out your
ploture on a signpost."’ In the story, a bystander sleers up the confusion
by informing B b that “the oign hung out is the aign 6f en ass, nor will

10

your picture be here unless you drsw it yourself.” Quidam, a surly

oharacter of The Historigal Register for the Year 1736, the devil, eand °

Robert Walpole are all synonywous in the dedicatiomn. In the dedieatiom,
the author egxplains, "I am aware that I shall De asked who £s this *Quidan’
that tarns patriots into ridicule and bribea thes out of their homeaty?
Who but the Devil could act such a part? . . . Indeed it 1s =0 plain who
is meant by this 'Quidam' that he who maketh any wrong application thereof

sdght as well mistake the name of Thomae for Joln or 0ld Nick for 01d Bob."11

7 Pielding, Critieciam, p. 25.

8 Henry Fielding, The Historical Register for the Year 1736 end
Burydice Hissed, ed. William W. Aprleton (Lincoln: Univ. of Nebraska Press,

1963}, ». T.
9 Fleldéing, Historieal Register, p. 7.

10 Pielding, Historical Register, p. 7.
b Y

Pielding, Historical Register, p. 8




6
The dedioation aleo announced Fielding's intention to answer attacks
Trom The [iaily Gaseteer by Publishing a paper ". . . in defense of the
B~=y ageinst the wiaked, malicious and 31y ineinuations conveyed in the
12 7vo and & half years later, The British Champion or The
Impartial Advertiser (November, 1739<June, 1T41), Fielding's firet newspaper
fulfil_led this intention. Barred froa the post office, The Champiop was

eaid paper."

forced to pass into the eountry by etage. As The Champion reported, hook-
sellers and other newspapar publishers acted to keep The Champion from
being accessible to the publig. Pﬁd hawkers even affirmed upon any inquiry
adout The Champiap that the paper had never actually existed. Nevertheless,
The Champion eventually proepered and previded Fielding with further
oppertmivies to expose and ridicule the prims minister,

Pielding assumed the military pen=name of Captain Hercules Vinegar
of Hockley-insthe-fole, a eudgel player who intended to amash svery vige
and proteot the innecent with his clwb, Such a prepostercus names, a
trademark of Fielding personae, heightened the distance between reader and
authore-a distance Fielding preferred to maintain in his journalism and
political wrilings. Captain Vinegar presided alone over his Court of
Judiecaturas and bvrought before the law those who heretofore had appsrently
lived above it,

Pielding no longer called Sir Robert Walpole by namei but replying
on a moet subtle approach as was customary of Fielding, The Champion
implemented allegory amnd analogy to expose and harass "(ld Bob," In an
iranic comment on the uselessneas of s Classiocal haekgmxﬂd ( Decemdsr 25,

1739), Fielding alluded to Walpole as a quack of emiment suecess who had

2 nﬂldin&. Higtorieal neﬁzetﬁr’ Ps e
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"pilled the nation in a very extraordinary menner, without any assistance
from either lLatin or oroek.-"n FMelding repsatedly ridiculed the many
who aoctually believed that Walpole was a “great" man, The following analogy
(April 22, 1740) 1dentified Walpole with Caligula: ", , . it is probadle
not a few of the more ignorant Ramens , ., . locked on Caligula as & real
conqueror; a circumstance, which, if we econsider the several tricks

played since by ministers and statesmen, will not appear sc strange or
1ncred1ble."lh Influenced by the dialogues of Lusisn, Plelding envisiocned

a very fat gentleman, the arch briber Walpole, boarding Charon's boat at

the River Styx (May 24, 1740). In the analogy, Charon informs the passengers
of the necessity of leavimg absolutely everything behind them. Although

in the dream the fat gentleman's titles and dignities fall with great

eass, a bank bill is found encloscsd 4n his fist when Mercury searches his
hands, "the present seat of pol:lti.c:a."‘l‘5 The fat gentleman bhegs very hard
tc keep the bill since he intends to bribe the devil, The awthor then
dreams that the fat man 1s bid to "put off his generceitys”." but waen
Mercury takes away his fear, "his generosity immediately bturst with a vast
erack, and dissipated itself into the air, leaving a great stink bohind.”m

Fielding devoted entire artioles of The Champion to such claver alleseries

againat Sir Robert Walpole, For example, Mr. Van der Bmin"e letter to

the editor {April 1, 1740) iaforma the citizemry that he has several bears

13 Henry Plelding, "Artioles in The Champion.” in The Complete works
of Henry Pielding, ed. William Ernecst Henley (New Yorks Bames & Noble,

14

Fielding, "Artfcles in The Champion,” p. 289.
15 Plelding, "Articles in The Champien," p. 320.
16 Pielding, "Articles in The Champion,” p. 320.

i Flelding, "Articleg in The Champion," p. 320.
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baited at his Majesty's PReargarden in Hockley=-in=the-dole., In the letter,
Van der Bruin writoe that his lergest bear, though often pimned dosm by
a anstiff, defends itself marvelously well., The letter amnounces that
the old bear will show snort one more season and is prepared to defend
itself to the last, as the mastiffs have reveatedly experienced:

“[Be] lets them lmow at their owm coset,

That he intends to keep his post."ls
¥hat eclse could this allegory be but an allusion to Valpole's tenacity
of power, to the inocreseing power of the Oprnosition, and to Welpole tottering
to his f2l1)? The ingenious story of Cardinal Volsey (May 8, 1740) afforded
a well-camouflaged but daring attaek on the prime minister, According te
Captain Uercules Vinegar, the first politiciane franed their govermmental
schemer on a mechanie'’s theory of a machine, which "by & subordinatian of
an infinite musber of wheels, a ahild might move the whole globe." ’ Captain
Vi_negar wrote that any politician would gladly demonstrate this machine
to the public if anly the public would find a plaee for him to stand while
he performs the experiment., In the story, Cardinal Wolsey represents one
such politician who had found a place to stand: "Having deen advanced by

"a ocoanflux of fortumate Aeeidmts”ao

above his sovereign, the Cardinal sells
his master and country for the pay of half the princes of Furope and
presently etands on the bhacks of the English people who fear his standing
army and the fools who seres him, Another effeetive anti-Walpcle allegory

proceeded froa Philalethes® letter to the editor (Jamuary 10, 1739-140)

18 Fielding, "Articles in The Champion,” p. 268.

19 Pieiding, "Articles in The Champien,” P. 301.

Lo,
20 p1e1ding, "Articles in The Champiom,” p. 302.



acocusing the editor, sole judge of his Court of Judicature, of the same
vices Walpole exhibits., Thus indirectly Hemry FPielding aaked Robert
Walpole, "Have you really had the modesty te set up your femily as men of
genius, and to dispose such parta of your updertaking teo their province
a8 require great abilities?“21 "Would it not have been wiser in you , . .
%o have disposed the several parts of your undertaking to men of suitable
qualifications?*’e

Gtymological studies harbored insults for Walpole., 7The study of
the derivation of "trumk" (May 31, 1740) concluded that any minister who
might convey himself to the suts of the trunk, the middle part of the body,
might speak what he pleases to petitioners who believe that the king him-
self speaks so, Thus Captein Vinegar illustrated how a ainieter gains
authority and aaserta his opinion in place of the king's opinion. The
disquisition of "Robert"” (June 7, 1740) unoovered Robert'e sause, a product
of repugnant ingredients; Bobtail, a profligate mob; and Robin Hood, the
head of a gong of thievea. Captain Vinegar did not wenture to determine
whether "robbery" came frob "Robin;' or "Robin" from "robt:’ez',y.“?3

f1though the general pomilace itself oondoned corruption in thie
era of exiremely low morals, to Fialding Sir Rabert Walpole represented
the geat ¢f all corruption, Borcughs continued to send eonstitueneies to
Parliament even after they had virtually ceased to exist: Sarum tad become
a sheep walk and the greater part of Droltwick had beoome an abandoned

salt pit. Buying such s "rotten borough”" provided the ¢heapeat and

2 Flelding, "Articles in The Champion," p. 148.

22 pielding, "Articles in The Champion,” p. 148.

25 Fielding, "articles in The Champiom," p. 329.
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eapiest way into Parlisment,

Gaptain HBercules Vinegar blasted such an unprineipled atmoevhere
20 influenced by the power of money in his Swift-like voyage amang the
Pirghesumeicd (Mareh 20, 1739-30). The Ptifghsiumski attributed sll honor
and respest to "Mney® and valued those most "who (to use their coumtry's
idiem) have most mq.-a“ When in the story Captain Vinegar expresses
eurprise at seeing tde great adoration the Ptfghsiumgsii show to seme
obviously inferior person, the Ptfghsiumski or the Inconstants answer,
"Ah? eir . . . » such a one hath & great desl of M«"as The Champion
(Decamber 18, 1735) seriously called upon the people of London to refuse
a bridbe while elesting the House of Camnora, the security of their liberties.
In the darticle; Fielding warns that corruption, omee admitted, will “ruah
dowrniards like a torrent, and overwhelm the nation. «26

Mocking the eorrupt English magistrate eleetion, Plelding
hilaricusly presented the two standards for electing Ptfghaimskisn
sagistrates: weight and measure. No man could be elected until he was
of such an exaot weight in his country . . . . "for which resson, they
[the Ptfgheiumak{] have two phreses to axpress their hishest opinion ef
their ocountrymen, vizy ‘He fille his post with great ability,' or, 'He
is a man of great weight in his country.'"2! Hanry Plelding's admtration
for Jonathan Swift is nowhere more evident than in this voyage.

Many whimeical articles regarding the ert of polities reealled

a4 Flelding, "Artieles in The Champion,” p. 251,

&5 Pielding, "Articles in The Champiem,” p. 251.

%9 Fielding, "Articles in The Champion,” p. 109,

2T pielding, "Articles in The Chaspianm,” p. 249,
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Plelding’s talent for lsugding his oastempnraries ocut of their follies,
In one of his many articles on politics (Fedruary 14, 1739=40), Captain
Vinegar dates the origin of politics on the same day as the building of
Babel beezuse attampting to build a tover ud to hasven beara suesh an exact
resanblance to most political eshemes. The art of pelitics, Captain
Vinegar's article pointed out; is not unlike the art of fishing, and
the politioian may properly be called a fisher of men {December 15, 17%9).
Captain Vinegar Progesded to neme the asveral kinde of fish which a
politician should engles for and the baita by wvhich different species of
fieh are tuken in.

The Qdapxion bersted the vice of faveritism, Fielding exposed the
ptupensity of man in power to provide for their relatives by beetowing
cn them places of profit or trust for which their birth, education amd
sspaoity rendered them aminently unfit (February 19, 1729-%0). Captain
Vinegar reported that a repuitatioa about town wae the prize of the
undeserving (March 4, 1739-40), Ruman life everywhere abounded with
instanoes of this obeervation: in cighteenth century England, nothing
w8 camaoner than to hear men extolled fer virtuss and perfestions wihioh
they were utterly devoid of, Captain Vinegar re¢orded,

Henry Pielding mistrusted the use ¢f lengthy oircuitaus logio, a
faculty very much in fashiem with Walpole and writers of The Daily OGaseteer.
3ir Rodert VWalpole, a great psrliamentarien salvays ready to give the cool
everly reasoned point of view, no doubt gslled Fielding on meny occasicns.
In The Champion Plelding ironieally salutes "these excelleat reasoners,

the suthors of The Daily Gazataar, n28 and acknowledges Walpole's

28 Fielding, "Articlee in The Champion," p. 129.
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particular phragses "for whickh same people imagine t have a meaning . . .
such are, upon my howour, believe me, depend on me, I'll aeertainly serve
you another time, this is promised, I wish you had spoken soonser; and some
hundred other of this kimd, wvery frequent in the mouths of the saeld areat
nen.”29 To Flelding, however, these phrasas conveyed no mors idea to
others than the unintelligible grunts whisch beasts utter, In the place
of such misrepresented reason which puzzled and darkened the truth rather
than explained or enlightensd it, Filelding supprorted the arpument of brute
force, the "argumentum baemlirmm', The author noted that Alexander and
Nero more effectively had silenced their antagonists than Aristotle and
Seneea, The young men aslready preferred being educated in the amphitheatre
where the "argumentum basulimm" reigned rather than in the wniversities
where men were taught to defend whimaical philoaophies but not their own
person and purse. FPurthermore, the "argumentum baculinum" proved eelfw
suffici-nt and rendered needless the "argumentum pecuniarum,” which sometimes
mist be called to assiss reason, Writing with the people of the universe
in mind, he concluded that he would rather see the people "well threshed,
than gulled, or tricked, and cheated, and laughed out of their libertin."m

The myriad of chsrges, insults and slanders of The Champion did not

paes unnotioed by the Walpole ministry. Ia fact The Champion'’s coaplaints

encaxpassing the total policy of Walpole, damestic and foreign, could
have initiated nothing less @han an open paper wer to the bitter end. The

post office distributed The Daily Gazetegr, the prineipal wehicle of Walpole's

29

Fielding, "trticles in The Champion.” pr. 161.

%0 pielding, "Articles in The Champion.® p. 141.
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policy, to all parts of the country "gratis" to refute The Champion. The
paper engaged writere such as Theophilius Cidber and Thomas Pitt, "a master
of vituperation"”* and former ally of the Opposition, in enswering Fielding's
charges with the sams kind of abuse. > Por its hired seribblers, the
govermant doled out 50,000 rournds frem Walpole's Secret Service acuney,
Opinions differed as to the victor, if any, of this two=ysar paper war
whiech ended in 1T&l.

While many attacks against Walpole's ministry were facetious and
without consistency, a gemine controverasy over policy, especially foreign
policy, confrcated the prime minister. In 1738, the fabulous wealth of
the Spanish empire in Amerieca became too great a tesptetion for the
British sailors well aware of the enfeebled Spanish state, Hundreds of
miles of coastline were left virtaally undefended fream the British
smugglers who took full advantage of the situstion. To put down smuggling,
Spain appointed "Gardae~Costas.” But as the erews of these war ships were
unpaid and lived off the ships they seized, the "Garda~Costas” seized every
foreign ship whether it was ameggling or not. Early in 1779, a Captain
Jenkins, returning with his ears in a box, spread rumors ef Spanish
terrorism and besame a herc of London merchants. The AngloeSpanish
cclonial confliet grew from the Spanieh grievances against British smuggling
and the British gfievances againat the illegal seizures and orueliies of
the “Garda-Costas." War enthusiasts, eepecially strong in London and
port cities, eventually presasvread the Walpole ministry into declaring war
in October, 1739.33.

31 CN!.. I. 2670

32 crosa, I, 267.

53 Horris, pp. 120-22.
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The Champion attacked Walrole's foreign poliey froa two comtradiastory
angles, When VWalpele sought to avoid European commitaments by working in
barmony with Franee ant pursuing peace with Spaim, Henry Plelding harangued
the prime minister's subservience to France, his neglect of British prestige
end commercial interests in America, and his stagnation of trade in England,
Yot, when Walpole increased the acanty armed forcee in order to pursue a
nmajor land engagement, The Champion densunced the btauildup as an attempt
to maintain a standing army and alarmed its readere to the rising tyranny
of Walpole’s growing military state.

Henry Pielding forthrightly informed Walpole th:t no ane had ever
bungled foreign affaire so wretchedly (January 10, 1739-40), that foreign
matters were jumbled "together into such a confusion that, not one of ua
know what to rely on."}k Pielding further wrote that *, . . « the whole
town complain of your [Walpole‘a extrene ignorence, and are so far frum
believing you to have any private correspcendence abroad, as you have
insirmated, that they rather dbelieve you are unacquainted with even the
geography of the several cmmtrtea."yj A correspondent urged Captain
Vinegar not to be silent on politics at this season (Pebruary 1%, 1739-30)
" « « « When poverty like a deluRke seems breaking in on the whole nation,
when trade igz almost at a stend, and our manufactures at an end; when
the poor are a greater dburthen than the land tax was last year on cur
estates, snd yet are tmt scantily provided for . . . when a prodigious
debt, a useless army, an immense flecet, and dreadful taxes to support

them, when a dilatory war, formidable enemies, and suspiciocus allies hover

byl Pielding, "Artieles in The Champiom,” P, 149,
% Fielding, "Articles in The Chamgion,” p. A8,
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over ns."36 In his reply to the correspondent, Captain Vipegar deelined
commenting on polities because he had great regard for keeping his own
ears intact and saw no reason to write on politics at a time when matters
were obviously settled and eomcluded. Besides, Captain Vinegar furthery
explained that the vast number of heads employed in that excellent
political newepaper, The Dsily Gazeteer, left no rocm or occasion for any
other writer. Since Captein Vinegar claimed to lkmow nothing of the matter,
he admonished correspondents not to solicit him to solve political quandaries
such as, "what is the intention of keeping up sc large land-trorces?
What is the design of owr encammments®? When and where our @marines are
going? In what ships? « « « » Whore-are the ships which are to bring our
invaders over? How long we shall maintain ell these forces by sea and lapd?
What shall we do wita them? How we shall pay them?">! Similarly, Captain
Vineger desired the oitizens not to trouble him with letters concerning
trade, "viz . . what will become of the customs when we have no trade?
How will that branch of the revenus be supplied? How shall we breed o
sallors for the future without trade? How ehall we keep the @winions of
the sess without sailors? Will not thosge sailors, who cenpet find employ-~
ment at hcwe, seek it elsewhere? Will trade, if once turmed out of ocur
channel, be easily brought back? lIs it not to trade that we owed the
figure which we have supported in Burope? Our affluence at home? The
provision for a great part of our people? How will we provide for them

without it?  Is not this deelined? Why is it declined? 1Is it recovenblc?"js

26 Fielding, "Artieles in The Champion," p. 198.

T pielding, "Articles in The Champion,” p. 201,

b Flelding, "Artieles in The Chempion,” p. 202.
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To all these inquiries, Captain Vinegar repeatedly answers, "I cannot
tell,"” and declares himself far from even gueesing "wbai we are about,
what we intend to do, or what we shall be able to do.">° Thus Henry
Fielding subjected every possible facet of Walpole's policy, foreign and
domestic to doubt and suspicion so that the reeader's amstrust in Walpole
was instilled, whatsver Walpole's courss of action.

Henry Fielding favored the traditional whig foreign policy pursuing
a full engagement in continental effairs, Impatient for action, he found
incomprehensitie the pitifully slow conduct of the war which bad begun
at the unanimous request of the whole people to vindicate their usurped
rights and revenge the enemy'as most inhuman and insolent behavior. Taunting
Walpole's failure to carry on the war vigorously while The 3aily Gageteger's
writers ecribbled profusely about war encounters, Fielding wrote that
the journal of a war proved meagre sustenance for an impoverished people
who gave their last shilling to raise e atrong ar®y and fii out a fleet,
for a legislature who resolved to support an actual war vigorously and for
hie Majezty who implored the divine bleesing on the British erms in the
Anglo=3panish comfliet by setting aside a day of solemmn fast., In an
article of The Champion (January 8, 1739-40), Piclding again instructed
the pcople how to execute their duty properly in this sespon and requeeted
a certain person (walpole), who ought to be hanged, to volunteer for
sactifice—one that, Fielding promised, would certeinly procure all
imaginable success to British arms, and enadble Britain again to walk forth
terrible among nations,

fhe poittical pamphlet, "The Firet Dlynthiac of Demothenes,' which

33 Pielding, "Articles in The Champion," p. 202,
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sleo appeared in @ saries of artioles in T™he Qampion (Mared, 1779-40),
desoribed the 1T9-30 pelitical comditions detweam Bngland amd Franee.
This allegurical tale of Demothenes, inspiring the people of Olymtinus,
e oity of Thrace, to revolt aguinst the treachercus Philip in corder to
wage War offectively against the Athsmiane, illustrated the British fear
that Prance would take advantage of the Anglo-Spanish coafliet snd in-
vade England, :nd the whig desire to pursus the war vigorously omto
the aontizent. In the allegory, King Phillip represents the King of
Prances Desotheves, 'he whig Opposition favorite, Willism Pist; Olynthus,
the oity of Landan; the Athenians, the Spanish people. In an effert to
arcuse the Qlynthisns to unite and &xpel the war froe their Lorders,
Demothenes's speech admonishes, "You must resolve to raise supplies with
the utmost alacrity) to muster yourselvesjy to omit nothing; for no
longer can a reason be assigned, or excuse alleged, why you sheuld
decline what the present exigency requires . . . . how pernisious it is
to neglect the least article of what ought to be done; . . . Good gods!
ie there any of you e infatuated, that he ean bs ignorant that the war
will come Dome to us, if we neglect nv*m

The streined foreign conditiams toushed the nerve endings of the
bagic fears of the English pecple w- tyranny, Catholicims, lose of see
power and trading colonies -~ and, therefore, proved strong emough to pull
Sir Robert Valpole down. A movesent against him in the House of Camuons
forced Walpole'e resignation early in 1741, Unable to maintain in war

the power which he had attained in peace, Walpole fell; the excellent

% Pielding, "The Pirst Olynthiae of Demothenee,” in The Complete
m' m. @n.
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peacetime minister simply did Rot [TOve a svecesaful wartime mimtster.'t
True to The Champien's purpose, Captain Vinsgar mot only eritieized

Walpole and correoted English viees dut aleo protected the innocent, who

usually turned out to de mmmbere of tha Opposition. Undodtedly behind
the undertaking of The Champian stood Pieldins's friende in Parlisment,
paylag Flelding vell for his efforte.'s The Chmmion highly praised the
hamesty and 1mtegrity of George B3ubd Dodingtom, Duke of Riakmnd, Argyle
of Chesterfield, "learbed Lytteclton" and Carteret, and the patriotie
writings of Addiscm, Steele and Swift.'” A fiotitious bookseller of

The Champion suggested that Bolinghruke, Vo recently had returmed %o
Baglend as a member of the Cpposition, e named as euther of The Champion
mtudorcmmwum.“ Praise of Bulingbrales and tke Duke of
Marlborough warmed many pages of The Chammian.

Zhe Quazpion did cure than report symptams and effeats of the
age'’s indifferense to bhanesty, probity and desendy, and enompaased more
Qan a regular nswspaper beamuse of i%s moral cutlook. Flelding assumad
that men in sootety must be raised indivicmlly before scoiety ss a
whole san improve, and his journDalimm resulted from the conviation that
"whatsver is wicked, hateful, adbsurd, or ridiculous, mst de axposed end
paniahed dDeforo this natism is brought to that Beight of purity and good
asmero to which I vieh to see 1t exalted.”’> In Zhe Chaspigp Plelding

2 Herris, p, 99.

%2 Crose, 1, 250-51
3 Pielding, "Artisles im The Cha=cicp,” p. 136.
W pielding, "Articles in The Qemniem,” p. 226,

35 pielding, "Artieles ia Tha Champien,” p. 113,
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set dovm his formmila of humen nature and encouraged hie countrymen to
bring about thie improvemsnt. Humene Henry Fielding never looked upon
human nature as a "mere sink of 1n1qu1ty."b6

For him human nature, whether goocd or evil, was detided individually
on the battleground of each person’s mind, Each man struggled against his
own army of obstinate passions which stole imperceptibly into the mind
and gseldom declared themselves until certsin of vietory, Fielding's theory
emphseized that man must foroe his reason to reign and mst subdue his
paseions with labor and resolution te win a virtuous orown (Pebruary 2,
17}9-’40).1"7 Hence, vice resulted from ungoverned passions, Excessive
ambition and avarice, the same vices Plelding doggedly attributed to
Walpole, tended moet t0 ecorrupt man and nation. Ungovermed ambition,
such as Walpole's, whioh consisted of nothing more than a desire of fame
end esteem in the minds of men, was the chief motive of all great vi.ll;sr.:‘.mr.“8
On the other hamd, reined ambition coupled with virtue raised men, such
as Dodington, Marlborough, Lyttelton and Carteret to the highest dignities
in state, in the army and in the law. Acquired by virtue, preferment
granted security of mind, safety and honor vhile place without virtue was
always uncertain and generally sure to end in muin and dishonor. Thus
Henry Piclding wrgently explained to hie readers that vice cheats with the
appearance of good while virtue grants a gemine delight in doing good

(Jarmary 24 1739—230)}9 These artioles discussing hhman nature and charity

46 PMaldine, "Articles in The Champion," p. 94,

4 Pielding, "Articles in The Champion," pp. 177-81.
4

Piclding, “Article= in The Champion," p. 238.

49 Pielding, "Articles in The Champion,” pp. 167-68,
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eolipsed all othier Pizlding eniries in effering instructions to the
individua:. ia W effort to upgrade inglish public life amd govornament,
The C ion eeaped publication in June, 1741, when Sir Robert Walpole,
the personification of all villainy and ungoverned passion to Fielding,
iost controi of *he bm.liah COVernment,

During these yesrs of The Champion (1739+41), Fielding publlshed
additiopzl amphlets alse attacking walpole's corrupt polities and dodending
the virtuous sitisens, One of these pamphlets "Opposition, A Vision,”
Fublished in Decernber. 1741, relied on common Pislding devices of an
aliegorical tule end & dreems In =he panplilet, the drsaner wmfolds his
vision of the previous night, The narrator, while wulking in the highway,
meets his politicsl enemy (Walpole's ministry), s heavy-laden wagon drawn
by 1ll-igtehied asses, The wagon is full of pessengers, seated baek o
bacy wWwithh no two of them looking the same way, Vhen the wagon sticks
in the mnd of the abominable ways which the wagon is obliged to pess,
the driver wiilps the asses =nd throws out a trunk of grievances containing

only a few newspapers entitled The Champion and the box of Fublie Spdrit

gteched with each pessenger's private goode=—ambitien, avarice, matice
and price., 711 these mcasures w dislodge the wagon are fruitless; the wegon
moves on ely when the pessungers themselves cuit the wagon, The noise
and horrid stench, causcd by the angry passengers retuming =nd tuming
the moving wagon, ewaleni the narrstor and put an end e his draam,.

The essay "Fhilosophieal ir nsactiena for the Year 1742-1743" satdrized
the powers of @moneys eapecially at elestion time, The matter of thie
Jest was fourd in naturalist Abrsham PTreablay's advenosd experimemie in
regener.iion, which were indeed ridieuious t¢ men like Swift and Filelding
who knew litile of seierice snxi cared nothing for it, Trembley had cut and

aplit a fresh water polyrus and found that each asevered szection regsnerated
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4¢s missing part and grew into a whole and perfeet polypus. When he tummed
a Polypuas inside out, the stomach turned into cutside ekin and the cutside
eiin turmed into etomach, and it thrived, Partioularly interesting to this
original soientist was the polypus's grest adherescent qualityy; polyps
sattached themselves 80 oloscly to the hand that it was difficult to make
them quit their hold.so All Tremblsey's findings were pudlished in
Philosophioal Transsotions of the Royal Scciety. (Wevember, 1742).

Fieldings burlesque, "FPhiloeophical Transaotions for the Year
1742-1743," paralleled Trembley's work with Swift's and Defoe'es fasoina~
tion for accursey and detail, In the burlesgue, Mynheer Petrus Gualterus,
& tenaciocus mieser, experiments with the terrestrial chrysipus or English
guinea., Mynheer (Guslterus intends to set down in his pamphlet only the
English guinea‘'s chief qualities, In the burlesque, Gualterus claims
that all guineae ¢ling to the hend with tenaoity equal to the polypus,
but when subdivided, guineas unlike the polypus had been reported to lose
their adherescent quality. The nglish guinea Aiffers from the pPolypus
in that the Engliah guinea becomes a prey to the inseot rather than aking
the insect its prey, If the guinea's inseot (man) makes any reeistance
(which seldom happeved), the chryeipus or English guinea summons other
eArysipi to its aid wvhich seldom ever fail to subdue the insect (man) and
to get into his puree, Pielding'e burlesque includes the abilities of
chrysipus or the Englieh zuinea: 1) A single guinsa may make a man talk
for an hour or remain silent—fatever the person who stuck it on desires,
Likewise it would make 8 man deaf or blind, 2) It has the power of turning

black into white, or white into blaek. 3) It is the strongest love potion

P cross, I, 391-92.
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and 80 excellent a medioine that doctors seldom visit a patient without
a dose of it. The turlesque’s postseript, ridiculing election bribes;
announces that these animals swarm like loeusts all over Enmgland once
every eeven yoars {eleotion time) and like loocusts too, cause ﬁnch miachief
and greatly ruin the country in which they mm.sl

Pielding's father had served under tha Duke of Marlborough, and
Plelding always regarded the Duka as one of the greatest military herces.
Recalling his hero and England's ingratifude for the Duke's glorious
ailitary victories, Henry Plelding naturally moved to defend Marlborough's
widow when at eighty she was besiaged for publighing in her memoirs an
extended accaamt of the quarrel with Queen Anne which had precipitated
the Duchess'a dismissal fyom court, Pamphlets, burlesques, and a book
assailed the Ducheee's politically controversial book and the Duchees's
character, Portified by patriotic ardor and a belief that the court was
a 80il wherein a plant of virtue, such as the Duchess of Marlborough,
seldom grew to any great Pmight..52 Plelding let f1y A Pall Vindieation

9f the Duchess Dowager of Marlborough, which analytically defended the

Duchess's conduot and her memoirs,

The most startling charge of the pamphleteers against the Duchess,
interpreted by Fielding, wae no more than the repetition of the old false
charge of eonepiraocy hurled against the Duke and Duchess of Marlberough
without author or proof. Any such conspiracy was wholly a highly dmpreobable

plan of action for a man who had done and sacrificed eo much that England‘s

o1 Plelding, "Philosophiocal Transastions for the Year 1742.1743,"
in The Complete Works, XV, 67-Th,

2 Flelding, ®"Articles in The Champion,” p. 170.
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religion and 1iberty might be fresarvai; Fielding retorted. Throughout
this vindication, whig Flelding 3¢t00d fimly on his belief in a limited
erowa bound by a sooial eontrect and nowhere else in his political journaliem
defended thie belief more clearly: in defense of the pecple‘s right to
elect a king, Plelding pointed out that William apnd Mary's reign was an
*instanse of the people's eleeting a King . . .¢{ and if a precedent could
establiah a right, I think that right of election could never hereafter
be called in quuttmn.”s3

Pielding's political essays ("The First Olynthiac of Demothenes,”
"The Oppositiony A Visiom," "Philosophiecsl Transactions for the Year
17421743, and@ "A Pull Vindication of the Duchese Dowager of Marlboruugh®)
with edditional social essaye wers collected in a book appropriately

entitled Miscellanies, whioch reached the publie in April, 1743, One small

book ineluded in Missellanies, A Journmey from this World to the Next,

refleeted a few Plelding ideas on the right to rule, In the deock, the
nerrator rides down to Hadee in an Fnglish stageceach for conversations
with Greek and English heroes, In the book, the stagecoech stops to

admire the wheel of fortune presided over by an ugly woman allotting
occupations, and the travelers learn tahat Chance thus decides whether a

san be king, cobbler or "a damned miserable poot."sk In the Elysian Plelds,
Cromwell explains to the parrstor that he was allowed into Elysium only
after having suffered a seeond 1ife as a cavalier of Jamee the 8econd and

after having felt acutely the misfortunes of that House he had 20 bitterly

53 Plelding, "A Pul Vindicaticn of Her Urace the Duchess Doweger
of Marlborough," in The Complete Works, LV, 17.

o Henry Fielding, 4 Jowrney from this World to the Next, in Miscellanies,
Vol. VI of The Works of Henry Piclding (New Yorks Haskell House, 1890), 38,
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attacked in his first life. Anns Bolyn gained entrance into Klysium
since anyone who had suffered being a queem for four years and being
senaible of the real misery which attended that exalted station during
all that time cught to be forgiven whatever ahe had done to obtain 1t,”2°

No political pepers of Pielding followed this publication of the
Miscellanies for two and & half yesre beozuse of Pielding's increasing
gout, the death of his wife, and his total dedication to law, Likewise
the Opposition remained quiet, Although the new ministry initiated none
of Pielding'a war plans, such as pressing the war onto the gontinoent, and
the Anglo-Spanish confliet dragged on till 1750, and the Anglo<French
econflict tiil 1763, the Opposition was content encugh with being rid of
Walpole, The new Broad-Bottom Administration of the Pelham brothers
contained a sufficient mmber of the Opposition to make life peaceful
and to gain support of London, The govermment of the Felhams rested upon
ibe skilled management of the Commons, the seat of Walpole'e fall, aupport

oi the Xing, eound adainistration and espeecially a sound financial poliey.

It was the Jacobite Rebellion of ‘45 that enlisted again the foremost
whig journaliat of the day te arcuse the English people to defend their
1iberties and that thus initiated the second period of Fielding's political
Jourualiem. In 1745, Prince Charles Edward landed in Scotland with oaly
seven servants, cocupied Bdinburgh, and then with 5,500 recruits set out
for England, Althocugh this Jacobite success was more apparant than resl,
the whigs were not slow to understand that a vistory by the Stuarts would

Jeopardiza the religious abd political libexrty of England. Flelding wrote

5 pielding, A Jowrney, in Miscellanies, VI, Sh.
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to ocbliterate the lethargy end apathy of English eitizems, whom the whigs

felt did not realise the grave danger., Henry Pielding firast alarmed ths
oltizenry through anomymous erticles in The Gentleman's Magazine, “A
Sericua Address to the People of Great Britain” depioted the horrors of
the Inquisition and French slavery in an effort to denvince the people
that the late rebellion muat no longer be disrcsardod and ignored, Fielding,
standing ‘firinly on the Principles of *'88, showed that aruel ealamities
vere brought upon the country by Jawmes the Second, and he dencuneed both
of the Stuart Pretenders. "A Calm Address to All Parties" in The Gentleman's
Magazine emphasized the theoTry ol social contraet and freedom of individusl
ocnscience end logically emumerated in what ways the reign of the Pretendsr
would arove disadvantageous to the civil intereet and cocmmerce of all
Great DBritain. A Protender, if returned to the throme, must be granted
his throne by indefeasible hereditary rights, Therefore, the anonymous
author conoluded tl_mt the subject would be only property and the XKing
would disregard all lidberties as thinge the citizens had no right to, as
encroathments upon the XKing's rights, In gratitude to Framce and 3pain,
the Pretender would no doubt endanger trade and national defense by giving
the King of Spain the important fortresses of Gibralter and Mahon, and

the King of France Cape Breton and lower wine tariffs. In the address,

the author predicts that under these conditions the number of discontented
citizens would inerease and a rzvolt would no doubt result, Squelching
such = revolit would require a large standing army to be supported by
inecreased land taxes, and by the importation of French arwy divisions
stationed permanently in Planders, Tlie address concluded that it would

be im_possible for the Pretender to be a good King for Englands  "We have

nothing to expect from him but misery and ruin to ourselves and our



mhﬂty."%

The True Patriot, a vehicle writtem entirely by Plelding supporting

the King and govermment, sought to insure that "every good amd worthy
Protestant in this nation, who is attached to his religion and liberties,
or who hath any estate or property . . . is concerned, in the highest
degree, to oppose the presemnt robollica.'57 ¥hen Prinse Charles Edward
cammenced his triuaphal aareh acuth on November S5, 1735, Henry Plelding
began peblishing this weakly nevspaper. Pielding'e frieads in the
ainistry olearly enoouraged the endeavor and mad¢ Plelding privy to
trustworthy political news, Yet, as was charssteristiec of a Pielding
newspaper, The True Patriot dealt very little in general news, political
or otherwise, ¥Evem the war news froe the North, ae Wilber R, Crose bas
obderved, was reshaped by Pielding h:lnoolf.sa Pielding called hies newe
page the "Aroerypha* whieh oonsisted of parsgraphs burlesquing the newe
of other papers,

As Prince Charles advanced nearer and nearer, however, FPieclding's
entries assumed a more serious tone; his visions and dreams presented
horrifying soenea. Por sxazple, dreame of a London editaor portrayed the
brutal Eighlander's savage invasion of London (November 19, 1745). The
editor in cne of a series of dreams sees his ecn'e throet cut and them
envisions him sprawling in his own bloods the editor imagines his daughter
prostituted by a lusty ruffian and them sacrificed, His imaginary journal

56 Pielding, "A Cal;m Address to all Parties,” The Gentleman's
Magazine, 15 {Oot., 1745), Si1,

= Flelding, "The True Patriot,” in The Complete Works, XIV, 18,

58 Cross, II, 5%1.
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following the aftermath of this massacre reads (Jemmary 7, 1746):

*"Jamuary 8, 5, 6. The cash, tranfer-books, &c.,

removed to the Tower, from the BanR, Scuth Sea

and Indisn houses, which ('tis reportsd) are to

be turnmed ipto convents . « o

Marah 1. The Prepnch ambassador is zade a duke , . . ,

March 2, Seven more heretics hrut."sg

Popish priests and Nighlanders soculd be the caly gainers in the

redellion, FPielding insisted. The Protestant Jacobites, thoee who
professed the Protestant religion while they wiehed well to the design of
a Popdeh Pretemder, and the Pree-Thinkers, those who regarded neither
religion or liberty, would be alse devoured by a *vast arwy of Bighlanders
and a larger mmber of as bungry prluto."so The editor presumed that
Protestant Jacobitism exteted only because of ignarunre., In an sffert
to edusate, he summed up all argumemts which had been used on the behalf
of Jacobitism in oxrder that an informed oitisen might be able to recognise
sophistzry and cambat it with comman eense (Apr 1 15, 1746): "As to taxes,
we cust expect them, while the govermment is in such hands and the true
Eing in banishoent . . . « but how ¢an that be a parliament whieh wants
one part in three of its ocnetituents; nay, and that the hesd? Is not
the head superior to the dody? And consequently, has aot the king a better

right to impose taxes than the lords and cammdas without a king."sl The

%9 pie1ding, "Mhe True Patriot,” pp, 35-38,
60

61

Pielding, “The True Patriot," p. 55.

Pielding, "The True Patriot," p. S7.
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TR Patriot emiightened the Pree-Thinkers about the rigors of "Popery . . .
ene religion not inocansisteant with free thinking, but imdeed with eny
thinking at .11*62 througd rhetorical questione., For example, 1) Bow
osn a man too superior to vorship the Creator of the Universe have adored
& rabble of saints whom one would have juetly been aehamed to have kept
company with when alive? 2) ®*, . . how would a genius who cannot conform
to the little aots of decemsy required by a Proteetant church support the
slavish impositioms of surisular comfession, cenance, fasting, apnd all
the tirescme forms and eervmonies enacted by the Chureh of Rome?*%> In
this manner; the article included all the faults Plelding found in the
Zaman Church besause of its doetrinal excess, rigid diseipline, and
aurioular confeseion which made men puppsets to slesriosl ambition.

The Gentleman's Hagazine reprinted many less rempant and more
pragmatie articles of The True Patrict, such as "A Purther Ayology for
Scotland" (Deceaber, 1745) and "A Letter to the Jacobites™ (Dsoember,
17%5). The letter asked Jacobites of all breeds why the Jassbites would
attempt a rebellion at thie time when the true king of England was =30
strong with 60,000 een.

In feot, the Highland army of & tentative 5,500 nmleould not have
threatened even a weak king, Only the Pelham's initis)l unpreparedness
allaoved the Pretender to seise Bdinburwh. The Aot of Union with Ssotland
im 1707 had provided Seotland with grest benefits whieh that nation was
even more consoious of in 1745, Pram being a poor ecoumtry in 1740, Bcotland

had made great strides tesard inMastrialization and enjoyed a cultural

62 Pielding, "The True Patriot,"” p. 19.

63 Pielding, "The Trus Patriot," p. 19.



29

ranaissance; this progress a vast majority of 8cots would not have gambled
in 1745 by rebelling against their besefactor. The Pretender's Seota
deserted on the march very quiekiy and only an additional 300 joined., In
actuality, the rmlf owed .even the emal)l success whioch it enjoyed to the
eontinental war.su

After the orisis, Plelding defended the govermzent against critieism
for allowving the Highland army to advanoce a3 far scuth as it did, for the
prolonged English-Premah confiiet, and for the slow trade, The True
Patriot heaped preise on the Pelham's foreign and domestic policies. Yet
eompageionate Henry Fielding declined to defend the atroeities at Culloden,
where the Duke of Cumbderland finally shattered the Highland army and
sarned the titls of "butcher” by hanging eighty men on the maste of English
ships and cutting cut their bowels with hot irons before they died.ss
(Because of his silence, the ministry overlooked Pielding for a preferment.)
Nor did clear-sighted Henry Fleldimg support the sevare Disarming Act
fordidding kilts and other Highland dress, and abolishing slans, which
wers thought to have been the cause of the trouble. On the contrary,
Flelding defended Scotland. In his opinion, the Highland arumy coneisted
anly of "the bandetti,” "a& set of poor nnked, hungry, disarmed elaves
abiding there [a most desolate cormer) , with impmity, til . . . collected
into a kind of army, or rather nbblo."66 *A Purther Apology for Scotland”

explicitly stated ir The Gentleman'’s zine that the rewvolting army wvas

eampoged of only ruffians, and perbaps one or two younger bIothers, btut

0o man of =ny pame in Scotland (Decemder, 1745), FPielding praised the

64 Harrie, pD. Mo
& Croes, I1I, 37.
66 Flelding, "The True Patriot,” p. 24.
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Sgot elanasmen, c¢lergy and Lewland commoners who deserted their homes and

land rather tham join with Prince Charles Edward; Fielding especially
admired the Symed of Glasgow and the Earl of Loudon,

The True Patrict, having outlived its cause, ceased fublication in

June, 1746, Sinee everyone wae now a trus patriot, the editor ironically
noted, there was no reason for contimuing a newspaper by that name,

The whig journalist remsined silent until Decembder, 1737, when at
the behest of the Pslheam drothers, he answéred the adverss critioiem of
the Pelham minietry, which had bBeen growing sinee the hideous executions
at the Bettle of Culloden, Thé ministry dissolved the antagonistic
Parligment on June 18, 1747, and moved to sway the public to the ministry's
point of view, For sush a task Henry Fielding wms needed more than ever
to champion the govermment’s policies and ridicule its oritics.

Henry Pielding, writing in the character of Jacobite John Trott-Plaid

Beq,, resorted to weapons of sarcase and bitter satire in The Jeoobite's

Journal, which first appeared on December 5, 17#], Since Jacobitism had
become a fashion amang the people who had no real interest either in the
Stuarts or the Hanoverians, Pielding proclaimed himself a Jacobite in
order that he might more effectively ridicule the country out of its folly.
Plelding's third newapaper bsre throvughout the wmistakable mark of hie

hand) its format 2nd etyle closely resembled The True Patriot. DBoth news-

papers contained many paragraphs which were tainted with abusive lesnguage,
which by its excess defeated its own purpoge. At best, Plelding's work
concerning Jacobitism muet be looked upon a3 overstated and onesidedly
oolored, as newspaper srtieles generslly were,

Fielding had already attemnpted to laugh <he Protestant Jaccbites
and Free-Thinkers out of their fashionable folly of Jacobitism in Ths True

Patriot, In The Jacobite's Jourmasal, Pielding attacked more specifically




n
the rurnl folk and country squires (March 12, 1788): "Ignorwuos ia the
mother of Jacoditism, Henoe the ruril sportaasn and faxr-mmters will fall
an easy pray) and the country will afford sufficient plenty of younger
brothers whose eyes their good mothere have kept bLatimes frum poring on
Oveck and Latin authors; those (irerk apd Latin authors whieh have been
the dane of the Jacobite canes, and have inppired man with love of
Athenisn liderty and old Rame, and taught them to hate tyrants and
srditrary mmta."s," In addition, the oities could supply gema fran
their large mmber of whiores and rogues, John Trott-Plaid, Kea, instrugted
these g@roups in "De Arte Jacobitiocs” (March 12, 1788), Ths "blsck art
of meiﬁn"ée inocluded the arts of lying, misrepresenting and eophistry,
Johm Troti-Fleid recoamended, toc, a tear for the holy martyr's reign and
#llly woxds of virFrtus and honor which never fail to work wopders,

The whig perty suspested the Rosan Catholiaes of fanning the (lemes
of disccntent and dissatisfaeticn, and especially mistrusted priecsts angd
Jesuita, who were thought to impase upca the people by trying to meke
thean belisve that the Pretander wes a FProtestant frase whom they had pothing
to fear, The whigs believed that the pricete undarmined the state and wop
over si:ple minds by sophiatry, An emtertaining story, involving a goveinme
sent-anpleyed husdand, hie wife and a visiting clergyman, dealt with sush
en infiitration (July 23, 1748). As soom as the clergymam fram Oxford in
the atoxy turns the wife's head politically, the gradual decay of contentment
becins, ilthough the family in the story owes itz entire sustenance to

a goverument post, the poor husdban:i is compolied every day at table %o

o Flelding, "The Jacobite's Jaurnal,” in The Camplete Works, XIV, 63.

68 Pielding, "The Jacoblte's Jowmal,”™ p, 61,
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Kear that govermsent abused, At the govermanteamployed husband‘'e objection
to this talk, the clergymam earefully explains, “That neither religion nor
conseience required me {(the husband] to refuse favours from the hasds of

those whan it wee my duty to detest."69

This story rsaches it madir when
the misband loses Ais post becauge of his Jacobite intriguee and shen hie
wife, saying, "Bad practices . . . Were no proaof of bad prxnoinhs."w
turns to writing in the London Evening Post, the principol vehicle of the
Oppoaition,

Henry Fieldi*ns never hesitated to hurl) the nawme “Jacobite" against
anyone who criticized the Pelbam ministry, Applied generally, tlie charge
meant that all antagoniets of the whigs and any remmant of the old Tory
party were but Jaoobites in disguise, An unimown pamphlieteer borrowed
this device from Pilelding and employed it to dupe the author of The

Jacobite's Journal quite seundly. The ancaymous pamphlet "An Apelogy

For the Conduot of a lste Celebrated Second-rate Minister" charged the

late Thomse winnington, a favorite politician in the court and Pay-iaster
General of the Forees, wish Jacobitism. In the pamphlet, the charge
generalizes to include most of the whig leaders and claims that these

whig leeders presently awaited an opportunity to restore the 0ld Comstitution,
that was, the relation betweea King, lLords, and Cammons which existsd under
the Stuarte, The sensational pamphlet indeed made a plausible oase ageinst
the party leaders who had practiced expedient negotiations with the
Jaoobitos.?l

Henry Fielding had no special concern for the memoxy of wWinningtem,

69
7

Pielding, “"rhe Jacobite's Journal,” p. 66
2 Flelding, "The Jacobite's Jourmal,” p. 69.

7 Crosa, II, T4-TS.
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Fielding's panphlet, "A Proper Answer to a Scurrilous Libel," answered
the anonymous pasphlet's arraignment against the whig party's and the
Church of England's activitles sinoce the Revolution of 1688, amd the
insimiation sgainat certain members of the ministry, The metioulocusly
planned perphlet by Fielding asserted a permanent independence from the
chains of Popery, Prance, and the House of Stuart 2inge these f’oroés'
fortress of arbitrary power was “totally overturned by the Hevolutionj
and to overturn it was the whole end and design of that revolution."72
"A Proper isnswer ¥ o a Scurrilous Libel” individually weighted charges of
exaggerated concern for continental affairs, of inoreased debts, of the
fondness fer war, of the loss of civil liberties, of exorbitant foreign
debts and otligations, and of coersive lawej the answer in the end
prancunced them all falsehoodsa=certainly not the deeds of the most honeet
government" . . . « under which their religious as well as c¢ivil liverty
is secured, and the Church of England flourishes in all its Just and
legal privileges."n

A too carefully docmented rebuittal was "A Proper Answer to a
Seurrilous Libel"; the master of satire had swallowed his owm bait.',“
Readers of Fislding's answer only wondered why the defense of Fielding's
own party read eo perfunctorily, s¢ analytic=lly if Fielding really believed

in its prineiplee, 2nd his readers became more suspicious. Thus it was

intimated that Henry Fielding might be a Jacobite at heart a® much as his

[ —
‘" Pieiding, "A ProPer Answer to a Scurrilous Libel,” in The Complete
Works, Xv, 348.

> Plelding, "A Proper Answer," p, 362,

)
(i Cross, II, 74,
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[.
political friende, !~

Henry Fielding endured much coarse wit of this kind as the popularity

of The Jacobite's Journal declined and the jourmal ceased publication om
November 5, 1749, In Pielding's opiniem, he had done his best to stay the
growth of Jaccbitism during a crisis in the nation's history, though he
had never hoped to eradicate politiocal principles founded upan heredity
snd folly. Trott—Plaid's perting words (November S, 1749), however, still
warnsed the Jacobites that the Powera that be *, . . . will most certainly
contimie to he, in defiance of all which the Courts of Rome or Hell ocan
desvise against thm."76

At last, Henry Fielding received hie deserved reward for all his
gervices to the whig party and the Hanoverian kings; his aleose friend
Lyttelton obtaiped for him a place in the Comrissiom of Pzace for Weste
ainister, a lucrative and honerable position, on July 30, 1748, No
Justice of the peace of this time proved a@ competemt in or as dedicated
to this office as did Henry Pielding. Whanever eervices demanded it,
Flelding kept his court open all night. Only politlaeal circumstancee
whioh were relevant to his work as a justice could have arocused Fielding

to write political papers again,

The circumatances suwrrounding a controversial case from the Riots
of 1749 involved both these judieial and political interests, and injtiated
Flelding's entrance ints his third period of political jourmalism. The

Riots of 1749 were triggered when prostitutes robbed threoe sailors visiting

75 chB. II' 7“'75.

76 Cross, I1, 92.:
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& brothel, The sailora returned the next evening to burn and pillage the

houae while srectators cheered tham on or shared in the plumder, At the
riot's height, the mob was apprehended against the wishes of the onwlookers,
Fielding sent several ringleaders to Newgate to receive further sentence,
One ringleader, Bosavern Panles, was found guilty under an ovsolete and
forgotten Riot Act and sentenced to execution. Many citizems, eonsidering
Penlez only an innocemt outsider drawm inte the prastical joke of pulling
down a brothel, stirred up great turmoil against the verdiet and its
execution, This heated cese even gained rolitical importance when it
threatened to defeat Lord Tretham, a government candidate for re-election,
who had refused to grant clemency to Penlez,

Thus "drawn forth to do an act of .}ueﬂzice,"?7 Pielding wrote a
politically oriented legsl pasphlet, entitled "A True State of the Case
of Bosavern Penles.” In the esssy, Pieclding reminded the public that
Penlez was indeed a malefactor to soclety and that the passage of the
Riot Act wae a prinoipal step for the pudlic welfare in 1735, EBEnglieh
lawmzkera would not have placed the strongest precautions asgainst riots
if sueh precautions were not badly needed to safeguard egainst so dangercus
a political disease and one whisch so often had produced fatal effects,
Plelding insisted., The essay then DProceeded with documented riot accounts
from which he drew five conclusions., The final conelusion defended the
asctions of the govermment in riot control: ©"To say the truth, the govern-
ment 1s here injudieiouwsly attacked in its most defensible part. If it
be necessary, mrs some eeem to think, t¢ find fault with their superiors,

gur administration is more liable to the very opposite eonl\n‘e."78

m Pielding, "A True State of the Case of Dosavern Fenles,” in The
Complete %orks, XIII, 259,

78

"ielding, *\ True State,” p. 285.
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Flelding's final paper, The Covent Garden Jourmal, made its appearance
on Jemary 4, 1752, and was pudblished every Tueesday and Ssturday til November
24, 1752, Assuxing the name of 9ir Alexander Drawcaneir, a fearless
charecter in Bunkinghsm's The Rehearsal who attacked not individuale dut
whole ermies, Pielding similarly planned t¢ discuss palitics aauly in the
broader senss or to take up questions of ublic interest . ith whiich political
writers never bothered. 7The main motive of The Covent Qarden Journal and
the third period of his jemmnaliem was to reform the manners axi aocrels
of the age and to remedy the defects in sdministering justice to those
Englishmen whom the pernieious influences of the age had perverted. Soecial
and legal Guestions arieing out of his office as Justise cf the reace cocn-
timmed to be uppesmost in his wind in his third journaltstie periods Pre-
viously he had epeken gn these subjeots through pamphlsts; now he had a
mediunm through which he could address ihe public twice a week if he eo
desired,

Anong Flelding's severe gritics, William Kemdrick, a scurrilous
pamphletesr, tried hard to make out that the new periodical was en organ
of the Pelham ministry, but no harassment ¢ould have lured Fielding inte
the pelitical arens again. He had no desire to fight over, as Kendrick
urged him to, the political ceatroversies of 1787-1748. Although the

editor of The Covent Gardan Journal facetiously entreated all ministers

of State to send in their sscret transaotions ead psgotiations, and
begged the Opposition to inform him occasionally of their private schemes

and modus operandi, Pielding remained detached from politics,

Nevertheleas, vell-mwsare that the press gave pubdlieity to ideass,
Fielding urged anew all his ideaa on the. penal code Wwhile Parliament was
in session and considering reformations in the penal code. Several of

Pielding's recommend:tions did in fact paass into statutes,
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The Covent Garden Journal wss doubtless the most charming of all
his poriodieals since Pielding was now a seasoned journalist and was free
fron external restraints of pressing national obligations and loyalties.
Fielding pointed eut {ranie shortoamings of the English goverment with
Swift-like travel observations on that most extraordinary system of politics,
the govermment of the stage (Pebruary 22, 1752). In the editor's
observations, thie Theatrical State seems the com:cund of a annarehy, an
aristocracy and a demoeracy, and undergoes numerous revolutions without
disorder or interruption., In Carrick'es Theatrical State, the title of
King seams to bes of no great repute; except for Kiag Richard and King
Lear, the most incansequential perscm can fill the office., The Theatrical
State 18 "the only State perdaps in which the talents of men are coneidered,
and applied to vhat they are most fit for, and seamed directed by Nature."’ >
These obaervations from the editor's travels among this extraordinarily
famous people ¢lose with a wish that all Monarehs of Burope would govern
as well as Mr, Garriek.

Fielding's annoyance at an arbitrary system of granting favors
continued in The Cevent Garden Journal, B8ir Alexander Drawaansir samplained
(Aprtl 28, 1752)s ™. « » . all our Abilities will be thrown sway, and all
our Time and Labour loet, unless we have other Ingredients to recommend
us. Unless we have soms powerful Priend or Relation, or same deautiful
Wife or 3ister, we akall nsver procure sn Opportunity of shewing the World

what we are."so Irritating, too, was the powerful man who desired to avoid

b Henry Plelding, The Covent Garden Jourpal, ed. G. B. Jensen
(New York: Russell and Ruasell), I, 227.

8o Flelaing, The Covent Garden Jourmal, I, 3%,




38

the least suspicion of partiality (Jamsry 7, 1752). Aocording to Flelding's
ertiole, these men ocomwonly fill up "« « , +» 811 Vacancies with suesh Persons,
that it would be in the highest Degree absurd to imagine they were the
Objeets of any Man's partisuler liking or Paveur."ol

The Covent Qerden Jgurnal revealed a political sttitude heretofore
more obsoure since Fielding was intensely eamest in his desire to see an
improvement in the eonditions which mada. the life of the poor suoch a hard-
ship, Pielding was always eeger to lend a hNelping hand to the work of
improving existing oconditiona, and his intimate knowledge of the slums of
eighteenth~eentury Londen oculd omly have ‘beer soQuired by cenetant visits
to the localities in which life prasented that trzgio apootsolo.sa Never-
theless, Henry Fielding was born to the aristocracy and never kindled any
torchee for demoorasys To the thrse estates of the English constitutionee
the King, Leords, and Camons-=Draweansir introduced a fourth setate, the
Mod (June 13, 1752). Though unassigned pewer in the comstitution, the
Mod has "so often exereised it, and a0 clearly ssserted their Right to it
by Porces of Arses; to wit, by Fists, 8taves, Knives, Clubs, Sorythes, and
other such offensive weapons,” > The Mob “have fram Time immemorial been
used to Jjudiecial Capacity ir aertain Instances wherein the ordinary Courts
have been deficient for Wamt of Evidenee."m Apong cother privileges
aenticned in the article, the Mob posessses exclusive right to the Thames

and gortions of the etreet set aside for foot passengers and is beginning

o Fielding, The Covent Garden Jourmal, I, 144,

82 He K. BanerJji, Henry Mielding (New Yorks Russell and Russell,
1964), p. 256,

83 Pie1ding, The Covent Oarcer Journal, II, 23-25,

& Plelding, The Covent Garden -Z!szl, II, 23,
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to assert their right to the whole street, highways, arnd 3t, James Park
(June 20, 1752). Drawcansir stated three czuses oontributing to the rise
of the Mob to ", . . « that axsrbitant degree of Power which they at present
enjoy and which seems to threaten to shake the Balance of our 0mt1tutian."85
1) The Aot of Perliasent granting the Mob a yesrly payment if the Mob
leaves the estates free from molestation; 2) Members of estates raising
the power of the Nob in order to avail themselves to it and employ it
againet their enantes; J) A mietaken idea of the word "Liberty.”

The Covent Garden Journal ecased pudblioation in November, 1752,

but Henry Plelding during his last years contimed his struggle against

orime and misery through his work ae a justice. This hard work that he

had undertaken, particularly that of examining oriminals who were apprehended,
resulted in the complete breakdown in his health, When at last he

retired to the country, he was a viotim to many diseascs and past recovery.
Flelding, advised te find relief in a wermer climate, left for Liedben in
June, 1758, The Journal of a Voyage to Lisbon, a emsll book puablished in

L e —————— St

1755 after his death and later comriled in editions of Miscellanies, told

of this wearieome voyage. In spite of the gout and diecamforte ém board
the "Queen of Portuzal," the indamitable gallantry of Pielding's sririt
surfaced ag if his only care in the world was the prosperity of his country

and the confuct of man as a social animal, The Journal of a Voyage to Liasbon

provided the prover definition of liberty, which Fielding had pramised in

The Covent Qarden Jourpal.

Liberty, Flelding noticed, is “ocammonly umderstood to be the power

of doing what we please . . . « and it is to pervade in an equal degree,

85 Fielding, The Covent Garden Journal, II, 34,
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and be with the same extent enjoyed by every msmber of socicty."Bs Yet
Fieldingz insisted that no such polity had ever been founds; that the only
one who is possessed of absolute liberty is the lowest member of aociety;
that "the lowest claags of our people having chaken cff all the shacklesa of
their superiors . . . beecome not as free, but even freer, than most of
their superiors."87

Msny sights on the voyaie tiarilled the elder Englishman, Por exagple,
FMelding noted in his journal, "It is true, perhaps, that there is more
of ostentation than of real utility, in ships of this vast and unwieldy
tuvthen, whiol are rarely capable of aoting against an enamy; but if the
tuilding of suenh contributes to preserve, among other nationas, the notion
of the Britisa superiority in naval affairs, the expenese, though very 3reat,
ie well incurred, and ostentation is laudable and truly pan:rio*t.ic:."g8 Upon
seeing ships of various size between Chatham and the Tower, Fielding wrote,
"e o « o the wnole forms a most plsasing objeet to the eye, @ well ae
highly warming to the heart of an knglishwman, wko has any degree of love
for his country, or can recognize any effect of the patriot in his constitu~
tion + . . « Nor do I believe that in any country they visit (Holland itself
not excepted) they cen find a parallel to what dally passes on the river
Thames."sg Moy pages of this Jjournal, the moet humane of all the doguments

Plelding left behind him, testified to his patriotiams many passages con-

veyed the equinimity of Fielding's noble epirit ¥, . . , sufficlently

86 Fielding, The Journal of a Voyage to Lisbon, in The Cemplete Lorks,

87 Pielding, The Journal of i 7oyage, p. =%0.

ry

68 Fielding, The Journal of a Voyage, p. 209,

8 Fielding, The Journal of a Voyage, pp. 210-13.



81
satisfied in having finished my life, @8 I have probably lost it, in the
sexrvigce of my country, from the beet of motives, tho' it be attended with

the worst of mecu."go

In his Journzls and essays, Fielding considered it his funotion to
bring the powers of Jjudgment and intelligence to bear on human behavior.

In his first newspaper, The Champion, which Fielding wrote from November,

1739 to June, 1741, he attacked the corruption of the Walpole govermment,
Pielding's ide:u of political rectitude had been founded on the principles
of the Glorious.Revolution of 1688, and he revealed himself as a etaunch
supporter of the House of Hanover and of the Church of England in The

Champion and essays of the Miscellanies.

Pollowing two and & half years of silence, Pielding in the second

period of his political jourmalism conducted The True Patriot from November,

1745, to June, 1746, in an effort to alarm the English at the Jacobite
Rebellion of 1745, After the Jacobite Rebellion, Pielding defended the
“Patriot’ administration againat the attacks of the Jacobites and male-

contents in the colwmme of The Jacobite's Jourmal between December, 1747,

and November, 1748,

In the third and final period of Fielding's politiecal Jjournaliem,
he exeluded politics in the narraw sense and suggested broader recommenda~
tions for improving English goverrment, Motivated by the political and
Judicial aspects of Bosavern Penlez's case, Pielding wrote "A True State
of the Case of Bossvern Penlez" to cala a wave of riotous protest. The

Covent Garden Journal, which Fielding kept up almost single-~handed from

90 Fielding, The Jourmal of & Vi e, pPp. 26364,
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January to November, 1752, afforded a final opportunity to purify society
and the whole political system weekly, A Journal of a Voyage to Lisbon,
published posthumously in 1755, revealed the love and sincere regard Henry

Fielding bore for Bngland at hie death,
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