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PREPATCE

The story of the Indian trade in Illinols ®elongs
to a wids variety of subjects dealing wlth the frontier.

The Indlan trader emerges as one of those many herolc fi-
gures that have given much of the romaznce to the history of
the Test. The process of the Yest, as created by Frederick
Jackson Turner, took the fur trader and put 2ilm 1n the
vilderness as the vancuard of civilizatiou.

During the elghteenth and early nineteenth centuries,
Illinois was 1in the ceater of the West. The Indlan trade
played an laportant role in the growth of the ecoﬁomic and
polltical history of Illinois. My theme 1s the competitlon
arong natlons for supremacy over tne Indlan trade. My inter-
est 1s in what process and by what means nations tried to
control an economlcally advantageous area, The purpose here
1s to explore the methods used by countries to foster the
growth and development of the Indlan trade and the various
outcomes of these methods on those iunvolved. The avalladility
of resource materlal is overwhelming. The volumes of zovern-
ment documents , letter and record books of various fur
trading companles, journals, and earller works are 1a con-
siderzble number. Tals work 1s on;y one attempt to charac-

terize the nature of the trade in Tllinols.
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CHAPTER I
THE FORMATIVE YEARS

The early history of fur trading within the present
boundaries of the state of Illinois has as its roots the
exploration and colonization of the interior of North
America by France., The French envisioned building a vast
amount of trade with those Indian tribes living in the
Illinois country. |

The opening of the Illinols country began with the
explorations of two Frenchmen, a Jesult missionary,
Father Jacques Marquette and a fur trader, Louls Jolliet.
By traversing the many portages between the Great Lakes
and the smaller rivers located nearby, and by using these
to reach the Mississippi River, Marquette and Jolliet es-
tablished contact with the Indians of the Illinois River,
As a consequence, a8 growing trade began with these tribes,

In 1672, Marquette and Jolliet reported their discov-
.eries to the governor of Canada, Louils de Buade, comte de
Frontenac, Frontenac, who probably had visions of becoming
an empire-builder, sought to use thé Indian trade in

Illinois as the economical foundation of a New France.ﬁ

1

Clarence W. Alvord, The Illinois Country, 1573-1818,
%n The Centennial History of Illinois, I ZChicago, 1922),
9. _




Such a trade would spell prosperity for France and assure
French confrol of the Mississippi. To implement his plan
to bulld a great fur monopoly, Frontenac secured the in-
terest of two traders, Robert Cavalier, sieur de la Salle,
and his lieutenant, Henrl de Tonti.? From 1675 until 1696,
Ia Salle, and after his death, Tontl, carried on a pro-
fitable trade with the Indians.” To be able to supply the
Indians with the articles they wanted, Le Salle built
Fort Crevecourer near the present site of Peoria. This fa-
cility served as a trading post for French dealings with
the Indians who trekked overland or came down the Illinois
River in thelr canoes. In addition, by coming down Lake
Michigan to the Chlicago River, canoeing up that river, and
portaging to the Des Plaines River, thence to the Illinoils,
French voyaguers established themselves albng thé Illinois
River and its tributaries to trade with the interior In-
dians.

In 1682, ILa Salle built another post at the natural
fortress of Starved Rock. Here, Fort St. Louls served as
a resting place and trading factory for voyaguers coming

from New France and going to the lower Illinols. Likewise,

2 .
For a blography of Governor Frontenac see William
D. Le Seur, Count Frontenac, {New York, 1926).

5
Ray A, Billington, Westward Exvansion -~ A History of

the American Frontier, 2d ed.,, (New York, 19607, 103=109.




the new post was a depot where the Illinols, Wea, Alvoki,
Plankashaw, Shawnee, and Miaml traded monthly.%# During
the winter of 1690 and intolthe next year, Tontl and Ia
Forest, Tontli's partner, rebuilt the post at Peoria, Fort
Pimitoud, which had been destroyed by Lz Salle's men due
to discontent.’® This new post, and the previously built
Fort St. Louls, remained as the only entrepots in the
Illinois country until a fort was later established in
the vicinity of the Junction of the Illinoils and Mississippl
rivers. |

During the last decade of the seventeenth century,
several events forced the French government to change 1ts
policy toward the fur trade in Illinoils. The outbreak of-
King William's War in 1689 between England and France -
threw the Indian trade into turmoil as each slde.sought
Indian allles. The war closed French markets and lowered
the prices of furs. The crown, hoping to win over the
tribes of the Illinois country,'ordered Governor Frontenac
to abandon all the western posts and recall all trading

contracts.6 This move was ailmed at lessening the corrupt

A
Alvord, The Illinois Country, 89.

5
Joseph YWallace, The History of Illlinols and Loulslana

Under the French ?ule embracing a general view of the
French Dominion in North America “with some account of the
English Occupation of Illinois (Cincinnati, 1893), 198=199.
o - -
Loulse P. Xellogg, ed., “arl Narratives of the North-
West - 1634-1699 (New York, 7Y, 343-346 and 359.




influence of the many iundependent traders who carried on the
fur trade. Although not pleased with the order, Governorl
Frontenac revoked most of the permits except those of Tontil
and Ia Forest. 3oth of these men had a powerful influence
withh the Illinols Indians and could therefore, diplomatical-
ly win their allegiance to France. Still, the reduction of
permits to other traders greatly diminished the trade to a
bare minimum until 1697.

The Jesults pressured the crown for many years to
change its policy of granting permits. The 3Black Robes had
been in the Illinols country long before the traders, and

they felt the voyaguer and the coureurs de bois interfered

with Jesult teachings and misled their converts.7 In addi-
tion, the Jesults at varisus times traded with the Indians,
and therefore, resented competition. |

With the threat of English traders from Albany, New
York moving across the mountains and dswn the Chio River to
the Illinois countrj, Louis XIV repealéd the order ahd re-
opened the interior to French.traders. The year 1700 brought
a great influx o? fur .traders into the Great Lakes region

and a new trading warehouse bullt at Mackilnac Island.S

7
Prancis Parkman, La Salle and the Discovery of tue

Great West, France and England in America, III (Boston,
19037, f04
8

Adam Shortt and Arthur G, Doughty, eds., Canada and Its
Provinces: a2 history of the Canadian people and tnelr institu-
tions, by one hundred associates (Toronto, 1914), II, 430-95.




By the veginning of the eighteenth century, explor-
ers and traders secured control of the Loulsiana territory
for Prance, and consequently, Pierre le Moyne d"Iberville
was placed in control of the area in 1698. As a result of
the French foothold on the lower Mississippi, thelr traders
could now vascillate between the Great ILakes and the Gulf,
But this was not enough. The French realized permanent
occupation provided the only answer to keeping the Indians
within their sphere of influence. Thus, Tonti, with a group
of priests from the Seminary of Foreign Missions began a
settlement at the Indian villages of Cahoklia on the Missis-
sippi near its confluence with the Illinois River.? The
Jesults, who were working with the Kaskaskia Indians, moved
below Cahokia and founded a mission calied Kaskaskia.

The new commander at Mackinac Island, Antoine de
Lamathe Cadillac, realized the importance of the trade with
the tribes of the northwest and bullt a new post at Detroit
in 1701, With the death of Tonti in 1704, and la Forest's
return to Detroit in 1705, the Sieur de Liette was left in

charge of the trading enterprise.1o

9 ;
Reuben 5. Tawaites, ed., Jesult Relations dnd allied
documents, Travels and Explorations of the Jesuit MNission-
aries in lNew France 1610-1701 (Cleveland, 1904), LAVI,
LXXIII, 127, 129, 231, ané 255.
10

®. J. Fortier, "The Establishment of the Tamarois is-~
sion," in Illinois State Historical Society, Traansactions,
1908 (Springfield, 1909), XIII, 233-237.




While De Liette was interested in keeping a profitable
trade with the natives of Illinols, a subsequent outbreak
of hostilities between members of the Peorlia Indians and
the French at Detrolt threatened to frustrate his plans.
The Peoria and Ottawa tribes, both dissatisfied with the
missionaries, began attacking the French voxaguefs and
Fathers. Although traders moving down the Illinois were
still being harassed in 1707-8, the French had been able
to maintalin peace with the Peorila 1instead of a wholesale
attack upon them by troops from Detrolt and the Loulsiana
government.!! By 1710, the Illinois Indians had been
quieted by numerous peace treatles and the French continued
thelr extenslive trade within Illinols.

In 1712 the frontier peace was disrupted by the first
Fox War. Illinois had long been the battleground for a
feud between Illinols., and Fox tribes. In addition, the Kic-
kapoo and Mascoutins, allies of the Fox, helped to enlarge
the war to the whole of northern Illinois.12

When the surrounding tribes at Starved Rock dispersed
throughout the Illinois country, as a result of the Fax up-
rising, the trade at and the use of Fort St. Louls began to

decline. By the middle of the .second decade of the eighteenth

11

Thwaites, Jesult Relations, LXVI, LXXIII, 66 and 225,
12

Alvord, The Illinois Country, 146,




century, 1t was abandoned as French traders shifted tﬁeir
activities to the portages of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers.
This portage provided a quicker route to the Mississippi
than that which passed over the Illinois, '

The portage to the Illinolis at Chicago was closed dur-
ing the Fox War forcing the traders to find alternate routes.
Using the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, some traders went west
of Chicago to reach the Illinois. Others went east using
the portage between the Maumee and Wabash rivers. Now, the
emphasis upon the trade on the Illinols River shifted to
the Wabsah during the 1720's. A new post, Fort Miami, was
constructed at the Maumee portage, and Fort St. Joseph,
built in the seventeenth century at the St. Joseph River
and Lake Michigan portage, was strengthened. The_two posts
served as stopping points for traders going over land ne-
tween Lake Michigan and the Wabash River via the smaller
routes. A fortified trading station had been established
at Vincennes, Indiana by 1731 to service voyaguers using
the lower Wabash as well as those who ventured on down the
Ohio River to the Mississippi.13

The Fox War and the closing of the Chicago area por-
tage accelerated the growth of Kaskasia and Cahokia, Us=

ing the Fox and Wisconsin portage, traders descended the

13
Billington, Westward Expansion, 122.




Mississippl, or by use of the Wabash and Ohlio system, as=-
cending that river and utlilized the settlements as resting
places and trading warehouses. Consequently, with the
Louisiana country under French rule, one of the King's
lieutenants, Pierre Duqué de Broisbriant, was sent to the
Illinols country to establish stronger French law in the
settlements along the Mlsslssippl River near St. Louis. 4
He bullt Fort de Chartres 1in 1722, which protected the
settlements, and facllitated the erection of more warehouses.
In addition, the bduilding of Fort Oulatenon, on the Wabash
during the 1720's, theoretically strengthened znd furthered
trade within the lower part of the Illinois country.

The 1720's exemplified a change in policy regarding
the growing Indian tradé. The constant infiltration of
British traders down the Ohio River from Albany, the shift
in movement of Indians from the northern part of Illinois
to the southern and central portions, and the increased
traffic between the Great Lakes and the Loulslana settlements,
made 1t necessary to establish posts and trading houses
along the Mississippl near 1ts junction with the Ohlo
River. Henceforth, the French could control the Illinois
River and country by spreading out on the smaller rivers

such as the Macoupin, Sangamon, and Kaskaskla, These rivers

14
Wallace, Illinols and Loulsiana, 271-273.




brought the French voys~uers into the central part »f the
country. Likewlise, by moving out on the Embarass and Little
Wabash rivers, an already profitable trade could be further
enhanced, and portages could be made between the head-
waters of these five rivers in central Illinois.

The inconclusive truce ending the first Fox War in
1716 was unable to prevent a second war from occurring in
tae 1720's. The Chicago area portage was again blocked
causing French traders to utilize the east and west routes,
The second Fox War lasted for almost a decade until the
efforts of Sieur de Villiers at making peace with the Foxes
in 1730 reduced this menace.!5 Thus, the Illinois country
entered anotuer decade, but because the Fox wars had shift-
ed the trade routes to thé east, Frehch traders cawme into
conflict with English traders moving across Ohib and Indi-
ana,

Not only did the French face problems with the en-
croaching British traders, but renewed Irndian hostilities
plagued the Illinois tfade. Since Illinols was located
between Wew France and the province of Louisiana, it was
important that peaceful conditions prevailed to insure safe
communications and travel. In 1734 Governor Bienville, who

had been recalled to France in 1725, was reappointed

15 .
Alvord, Tae Illinois Country, 160-165.




governor of Louilsiana, Hopefully, Bienville could restore
peace to southern Illinols and thwart the British attempts
to influence the Indians.

Much of the trade in Illinols was carried on by the
Company of the West Indies, a commercial enterprise or-
ganized in the 1720's. This company established many small
posts throughout the Illinois country and Great Lakes re-
gion. But because financial difficulties and the dis-
ruptive'effects of the second Fox War, the charter.of the
Indies Company was surrendered in 1732, As a result, only
a few enterprising individuals continued to trade with the
Indians.16 In order to attract other traders and promote
peaceful cond;tions, Governor Bienville aﬁpointed Pierre
d'Artaguiette commaqdant of the Illinols district in 1734,
He was successful until he was captﬁred in 1736 ﬁhile lead-
ing an expedition against the Chickasaw. D'Artaguiette's
successor, Alphonse de la Bulssonieré, made peace with the
Chickasaw in 1736 and trade prospered between the Indians
and the French in Illinois.'T

Conditions in Illinois remained stable during the 1740fs
and the French traders continued to bring prosperity to

New France. But by the late 1740's a new wave of British

16
17

Wallace, Illinois and Louisiana, 288,

Ibid- I 290"'93.



11

traders in the 0ld Northwest threatened French control.

The increase in. British colonial population along the
Atlantic seaboard forced the Shawnee and Delaware tribes

to move westward toward Illinois in the hopes of finding
new hunting grounds. The British, who had been trading
with them sought to follow and by 1745, they dominated

the trade of the upper Ohio River Valley. As a consequence,
Governor Bilenville wanted to crush this frickling infiltra-
tion of British traders and trappers down the Ohio River.
But when King'George's War broke out in America in 1744,
the English ships kept the French ports closed in Europe,
and thus, thwarted transportation of trade goods to New
France. '8 :

The inability of French traders to secure goods, and
the movement of British traders from Albany who could sup;
ply the goods, encouraged many tribes to begin a larger
trade with the English. By 1744, General George Croghan of
Pennsylvania, an enterprising officer and leader of trading
establishments, moved through the state of Ohlio where he
erected trade centers at Pine Creek, LogstOWn, and Beaver
Creek.'9 From these points, traders were sent out to trade

with the tribes living in the Illinols country. This

18

Billington, Westward Expansion, 123-24,
19

Ibid.




British infiltration, and the constant winning over of the
Indian tribes, gave Great Britain unquestionable control
of the Indian trade as far as the Wabash River and sig-
nalled the eventual downfall of French dominance of the
Illinois country.

The final blow began in 1753 with the outbreak of
the Seven Years' War in Europe, or in America, the French
and Indian War. France claimed the Mississippl and Ohio
river vallies previously settled by her traders and mis-
sionaries. England's Jjurisdiction rested upon the dis-
covery and exploration of the Atlantic coast by John and.
Sebastian Cabot in 1498. Consequently, she attempted to
exert her title to the entire western area,29 For the next
ten years, the French and Br;tish fought a see-saw battle
for control of the Indian trade in the Northwest,

With the restoration of peace by the Treaty of Paris
of 1763, Great Britain faced a new and perplexing problem:
should she open the territory to settlement or only to |
the traders? French settlements were already well underway,
but with defeat, many inhabitants left the Illinols country.
French traders kept their businesses flourishing during the
war, but when the Indians aligned‘with the British for
goods and munitions, French prestige declined as had the

trade. Since French power rapidly diminished in Illinois,

20
Wallace, Illinois and Loulsiana, 319-20,




the price of goods offered by the voyasuers increased.
The loss of Jjurisdiction over Xaskaskia aund Cahokia pre-
vented the French from using the warehouses as storage
points and forced the traders to carry goods into the
Indian country from other areas, This situation resulted
in inflated prices as the following table shows the dii-

ference between British and French trade articles.

TABLE I

COMPARISON OF PRICEZS OF INDIAN TRADE
T ARTICLES SALAJLE 10 Ilz INDIANS®

Irade %o0o0ds Sritish  French

8 1lovs. of powder 1 4 peavers
a gun 2 5 N
40 1bs, of lead 1 " 3 "
blanket of red cloth 1 i 2 "
white blanket 1 2 "
shirts 1 2 "
vairs of stockings 1 2
qts. of rum 1

1"

oOoONEpP P

none

a

Clarence W. Alvord and Clarence =, Carter, eds., The
Wew Regime, 1765-1767 in Collections of the Illinois 3tate
Historical Society, XI (Springfield, 1915), 98.

As British rule supplanted that of New France, it be-
came apparent in the minds of French inhabitants in Canada
and Illinois that the British would lay down regulatiouns
regarding tne fur trade. But as the British began to occupy
the French outposts of Detroit, Mackinac, and others in the
Northwest, the French realized they would be allowed the

sane privileges as the 3British. There was not an



overabundance of English traders throughout the interior,
and therefore, His Majesty's government felt it beneficial
to allow the ¥rench this privilege. In fact, most inhabi-
tants of Canada became British subjJects, and in due course,
began showing the English traders thelr methods of trade
with the Illinois Indians,?!

The British government now faced the task of organizing
and regulating the Indian trade. The bureaucrats in London
placed the responsibility for developing a western policy
in the hands of the Board 6f Trade under the ministry of the
Earl of Shelburne. The formation of such a policy became the
subjJect of debate in England between expansionists and anti-
expansionists. The former group encouraged a plan that would
allow settlers to move into the Ohlo valley, while the latter
feared such movements would disrupt the Indian trade and
increase Indian hostilities. Shelburne's ministry recommended
that traders and settlers of the British colonies not‘bé
allowed to venfure across the Appalachian Mountains; at
least not until'a method of regulating the trade could be de-

vised and title to the Indian lands could be secured.Z22

21 :
Louise 3. Xellogg, The 3British Regime in Wisconsin
and the Northwest (Madison, 1935), 235-32.
22
Alvord, The Illinois Country, 254, See also Jack
Sosin, Whitehall in the Wilderness: The ¥Middle West in
British Colonial Policy (Norman, 19671).




The 1760's brought another incident that affected the
Illinois trade. Tae chief of the Ottawas, Pontiac, was not
very enthuslastic about the influx of British troops
taking over the former French posts. The Ottawas, as well
as other tribes in the country, has been satiéfied with
the French, and they did not like the abuses recelved at
the hands of the British -- mainly the sale of rum to the
Indians., This Ottawa chieftan successfully united his tribe
with the Chippewas, Pottawatomles, Sacs, Foxes, Menomilnies,
Miamis, Shawnees, and Wyandotts into & confederacy that
menaced the British traders and posts until 1765.23

The superintendent of Indian Affairs at this time was
General Croghan who felt great riches existed in the Illinois
country. If the Indians could ke pacified, and the French
traders frustrated, a "Grand Illinois Venture" could be ini-
tiated.24 This idea of Croghan's gained momentum when he en-
couraged the firm of Baynton, Wharton, and Morgan of Phila-
delphia, PennsyIVania.to seek such a scheme, and thus gain a
monopoly of the trade. In 1766 Croghan visited the Illinois
count;y on a fact-finding mission for the firm. After his
capture and subsequent release by the Kickapoos, he set the

stage for the financial enterprise of the firm.

23
John Moses, Illinols, Historical and Statistical com-
prrising the essential facts of Its Planting and Growth as a
province, county, territory, and state (caicago: 1389), 123.
24 ,
Kellogg, The British Regime, 117-19,




Company stores were established at Kaskaskia, Cahokia,
Vincennes, and Fort de Chartres. Since the French control-
led the Mississippl River, the British had difficulty in
supplying these posts. To prevent any recurring hostilities
between the English and the Indians, regulations prevented
the Briﬁish traders from going into the red man's villages.
Finally, due to the financial strain, the "Grand Illinois
Venture" failed, At the same time, another company, under
Joseph Simon in conjunétion with the David Forbes Company,
set out to develop a more profitable trade with the Indians.
During the period 1769-1770, the venture produced 5,500
pounds sterling (roughly $12,000) for 550 packs of furs, 2>
But, the trade was light and the financial loss too great.
for the business to continue.

The fact that French traders could pack their goods to
the Indians forced the British to lessen their trading ac-
tivitieslsince the Indiaﬁs had to travel'to the British
posts, The policy of the British toward this constant:com-
petition by the French is exemplified in a letter from
General Gage, miiitary commandant of the Indian Department,
to Lord Barrington of the Board of Trade:

Only visibel means to prevent smuggling is to
stop up the Ohio and Illinols rivers, by having

25
Alvord, The Illinois Country, 284.




LI £

a post on each to confiscate all French

goods. . .as well as furs and Skins goingz down
the Illinois River below the Rock or down the
Ohio below the Mouth of the Ouabache / Wabash_/,
and like wise to seize and confiscate the Skins
and furs from the Illinois Country. . . .20

It is evident British trade efforts were being
thwarted by the French, and as a consequence, that element
must be halied. Thus, throughout the period 1765 to 1775,

it became the policy of Great Britain to alleviate the

Iinflux and influence of French traders in the Illinois
country. .

In 1774 the Quebec Act provided for the annexatioﬁ of
the territory of Illinols to the former government in the
north instead of that at. Loulsiana, Thus, the British felt
the colony‘s chief export would be furs, and that 1t should
be governed from the great Lakes region rather than Loulsi-
ana,. | .

The revolution-of the American colonies did not nalt
the fur trade in the interior as was originally susvected.
Many licenses were issued to British traders, and the
growth in trade with the Indians increased as both the
English gnd Frenca=-Canadlans continued to carry goddé into
Indian territory. Realizing that no British garrisons were
established in the Illinols country, American troops under

Lieutenant Colonel George Rogers Clark entered the Illinois

26 :
Alvord and Carter, eds., The New Regime, 244,




territory and began an American control of the settle-
ments. This occupation and the progress of American forces
curtailed much of the fur trade in southern Illinois for
the duration of the Revolution. The Indians appeared to
accept the new American dominance as Clark concluded peace
treaties with many tribes and won their allegiance.
Although the British attempted retaliatory measures
in the Northwest, i1t was evident they had lost the area,
When the Revolution ended and the Treaty of Paris was signed,
the new United States controlled thils vast area. Britain
still maintained her posts in the far Northwest. Although
French and British traders continued to trade with the

Illinois Indians, eventual domination would be by Ameribahs.




CHAPTER II
THE ILLINOIS INDIAN TRIBES

Coming in great ships from the outermost limits of
the Indian world, the whiteman, bringing strange animals,
and offering in trade bright and glittering objects never
seen by the Indians, appeared as a god to the red man. The
" Prench traders who moved into the Illinois country during
the late seventeenth and eighteenth centurles established
a sound foundation in frade relations with the tribes
along the rivers of Illihois; Soon findinglthe shining
objects of silver and gold, guns, liquor, and other arti-
cles essential to a new way of 1life, the Indian became de=-
pendent upon the trader. Likewise, the trader found that
the Indian could supply him with furs relished by European
markets.

By the middle of the eighteenth century, control of
the Indian trade in Illinols slowly shifted from the French
to the British., The depletion of fur-bearing animals in
New England forced the British traders to pursue the moving
tribes into the Northwest, thereby coming'into contact with
the Indiana and Illinois tribes, and into competition with
the French. In addition, the establishment of British posts

19




and trading houses on the Great Lakes enabled the British
to strengthen their hold on the Northwest, With a greater
availability of trade goods, the Illinois tribes gradually_
shifted their depeﬁdence from the French to the British.

After the Revolution, the American government con-
trolled the Illinois territory. But, why did the Indian
offer so much hostility toward the American when he had
been at peace with the French and British? Perhaps thé an-
swer lies in His Majesty's government's intent upon keeping
a foothold on the Indian trade. The conniving attitude of
the English filled the red man with ideas that the American
was there to take his homeland. These i1deas account for
pert of the reasoﬁ for tribal eactions, but also many Indians
felt the King had sold their lands to the Americans and as
a consequence, the Indians would be left withouf any trade
at all,! , |

Since various tribes-11Ved in the Old Northwest af
different times, their movements relative to the shifting
stage of control oy the colonizing nations 1is essential to
the development of the Indian trade., The Algonquian family_
was the first to make confact with ﬁhe French and British
in Illinois. Located in an area east of the Mississippi,

from Xentucky and Virginia on the South to the upper reaches

1
Clarence W. Alvord, The Illinois Country, 1673-1313,
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of Canada on the Norti, this family of Indians was poﬁer—
ful and intent upon keeping other alien tribes from inva-
ding their lands.?2

The several Indian tribes which 1nhabita£ed Illinois
and Indiana during the fur trade era of 1783-1818 were the
Miamis, Winnebagoes, Sacs and Foxes, Kickapoos, Pottawa-
tomies, Weas, Plankashaws, and at various times, the Shaw-
nee and Chippewa, As a result of the peace settlement fol-
lowing the American Revolution, the British officlals were
concerned over changes in "Crown policy": first, the almost
certain loss of the Indian trade essential to Canada's
prosperity, and second, the possibility:of an Indian up-
rising. The Illinols Indian tribes were beglnning to feel
the brunt of tﬁe fast moQing lénd speculators, land com-
panies, and settlers., Earlier, the treaty at Fort Stanwix
in 1768'establishing a barrier line in the western section
of New York and into Ohio territory left most of the
Illinois country to the Indian. Likewise, the Indians had
the assurance,,or so they thought, of British officiais
that thelr hunting grounds would not be overrun by the

Americans.?d
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General Frederick Haldimand, Governor General of
Canada in 1783, expressed the policy of the British of=-
ficials for the strenghtening of thelr control on the
Illinois trade when he said the posts at Detroit and Mac-
kinac should remain in the hands of the English, He also
stated the Indians would be invited to move North, closer
to the posts, although they would continue to hunt along
the Illinols and Indiana rivers and return the furs to the
posts in the North. Furthermore, British and American tra-
ders would be allowed to move freely throughout the area.4

Pre-occupied with the Revolution, the American remained
passive during the 1770's and early 1780's as to carrying
on any suostantial trade with the Indians. Now that the
colonies had wrested themselves from British domination,
American traders and settlers began the fast infiltration
of the Northwest from across the Appalachian Mountains to
begin settlements and reap some of the financial rewards
offered by the traffic in furs. The Americans reallized that
a sound trade with the Indians would promote friendly fe-_
lations with the tribes, and as a result, foster the de-
velopment of.civilization in the Ohio and Illinois river
valleys. Thus, as caompetition, expansion, and monopoly be=-

came the catchwords in the Indian trade between the Americans

4
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and the British, the Indian tribes continued to hunt.and
trade with whom eQer supplied them goods. |
The Miami ¢onfederation was an independent tribe in-

habitating the Illiﬁéis and Indiana country.5.The confed-
eration was divided into three different bands, one the
Miami itself, and the others, the Wea and Piankashaw. Prior
to the Revolution, about.éSO Miami ﬁere living around Fort
Wayne, carrying on a profitableltrade at that post.6 The
Miami traded freely with traders of both nations since they
dependéd upon the trade articles in their daily life. They
were intent upon thinking of themselves as indlividuals, and
when the fur trade shifted to American control, the Miami
extended relations to the Yankees. Content with a peaceful
trade, the Miami seldom went on the warpath except during

the French and Indian War when it appeared that the balance
might be upset by the French "taking possession of the fort
of the Miami."? In retaliation, "/ the French_/ were at-
tacked by that Nation and in retreating manyw ere k&lled."8
The stronghold of the tribe was on the Maumee River in

northern Indiana although their Villagés were located along ‘
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the Wabash River in western Indiana.? The location of the
tribe made them easlly accessible by the traders woving up
and down the Wabash and Maumee rivers.

Controlling the area between the Maumee and Wabash, the
Miami were not willing to sign any treaties with the Ameri-
cans allowing settlements in the area. Although the British
influence was not strong enough to prevent the Miami from
trading with Americans, the fear of encroaching settlements
gave riSe during 1737 and 1788 of raids against the American
posts.1O

By 1792, the trade had been so disrupted by the set-
tlements and raids that the Miami tribe moved to Detroit .
hoping to escape the land hungry plioneers. Still other
bands of the tribe moved into Illinols to carry on trade
with the British merchants at Kaskaskia and Cahokia.!!

The Wea tribes, a division of the Miami confederatioq,
remained peaceful during the Revolutionary War., In the
1730's the Wea, consisting of between 500 and 600 people
lived and hunted along the Wabash River near Fort Oulata-
non. Visiting the post quite regularly, this tribe kept in

constant trade relations with the British merchants moving
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along the Wabash River to Detroit. Fearing American advan-
ces, the Wea began moving to the area near Kaskaskia and
Cahokia in 1791.12

The Piankashaw; also members of the confederation,
were more ware=like than the Wea. They fought against %he
British and thelr Indlan allles during the Revolution.
Carrying on a profitable and equitable commerce with the
remnants of the once great French interests, they remained
hostile toward any disruption of the trade. From 1782 to
1786, the Plankashaws lived on the Wabash and Vermilion
rivers, and unlike the Miami ahd Wea, they made friends of
the Americans at Vincennes.'? Due to the diminishing French
control, the Plankashaws, over a period of years, had felt.
the ruinous effects of contact with the whiteman's civili-
zation, and the liquor offered by the traders had reduced -~
theilr numbers considerably.14 '

When the Treaty of Greenville was signed in 1795, the
Miami confederation, consisting of the Miami bands, the
moblle Weas, and the dwindling Piankashaws, and realizing

that Americans would be sprawlihg“themselves all over their
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hunting grounds, affixed thelr name to the treaty, and be-
gan to move West.15 The Miamil moved to areas around Kaskas-
kia and Peoria, the Wea and Piankashaw moved near Kaskaskia,
and erected villages on the Vermilion of the Wabash River.16
Here they continued to trade until the early 1800's when new - |
treaties with the Americans forced them to move across the
Mississippl River, |

Leaving central TIllinoils, the northern part of the
territory was inhabitated by the Sauk and Fox tribes who
had established permanent.residence along the Rock River
in the 1780's. Thé Sauk and Fox were éontent to spend-their
trading activities in arpeacéful atmosphere, but i1f the
balance should be upset, they had a tendency to become hos-
tile in order to protect their wvillages. Between 1789 and
1797, these tribes played a see-saw battle in trading with
both the Americans and British.'! Their strategic position
near the Wisconsin-Fox River portage and the Chicago por-
tage made tham a coveted group of Indians by the traders
from the Canadian posts. The British, maintaining a post

at Prairie du Chien, kept a profitable trade in goods and
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furs with the Sauk, Fox; and Winnebago tribes who fre-
quently traded there.18 Neither the Sauk nor Fox Indians
were represented at the signing of the Treaty of Green-
ville ceding Indian lands in 1795.19 It is apparent that
the British influence and the hostile nature of the tribes
kept them away. They were not going to submit so easily to
the pioneer settlements. Not until the 1820's and 30's
would most of the Sauk and Fox Indians move to Iowa as
American frontier advances became ever more predominanf.
The Pottawatomi tribes ﬁere scattered throughout
Illinois. During the Revolution, the Pottawatomi favored
the British, probably due to the influence of the traders
along the Des Plaines and Kankakee portages, and the
‘British inhabitants they traded with at Kaskaskia, In
1790 the Pottawatomi had villages located on the southern
extremity of Lake Michigan near the Kankakee-St, Joseph
portage, around Peoria, and they had succeeded the Illinois

tribes in the central vélley of the state.®0 Like many

18
Smma H. Blair, ed. and trans., The Indian Tribes of
the Uover Wississipni Valley and Region of the Great Lakes,
as described by Nicholas Perrot, French Commandant in tae
Northwest; sSacqueville de la Potherie French Royal Commis-
sioner in Canada; Morrell Marston, American Army Officer;
and Thomas Forsyth United States agent at Fort Armstrond
({CIleveland, 1911), IT, 150.
19
Royce, Indian Land Cessions, 656.
20
Ninian W. Edwards, History of Illinois from 1778 to
18%§)an36Ljfe and Times of Ninian Edwards (Springfield,
0




28

other tribes of Illinois and Indiana, the Pottawatomil
succembed to the pressures of American settlers, and af-
fixed their signature to the Treaty qf Greenville, 2l They
as others would, by the 1820's and 30's, be moving across
the Mississippil River.

The Kickapoo's, located in southern Wisconsin and
northern Illinois, had by the 1780's moved into the central
prairies of Illinois as the Sauk and Fox were well estab-
1lished in northern Illinois. The Kickapoos were numerous
and warlike, and had thelr principal towns on the Illinois
and the Vérmilion of the Wabash., They were the most for-
midable and dangerous neighbors of the whites, and for a
number of years kept the settlements on the American
Bottom at the Junction of the Illinois and Mississippi
rivers in continual alafm,?2 The Kickapoos were gallant
fighters, proud and arrogant, and ever a potential source
of trouble.23 |

During the Revolutionary War, the Kickapoo sided with
the British, but when George Rogers Clark, commander of
the United States forces in the Northwest, éppealed to their

reason and stood before them unafraid, the Kickapoo began
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treating with the.Americans.24 Despite their shift in
allegiance during the Revolution, the Kickapoo kept them=-
selves from being caught up in the evils of the whiteman's
civilization. They, unlike other tribes in Illinoils, did
not want the white traders mingling in thelr villages or
using them for fur trading marts.25 The Kickapoos enjoyed
the articles they could get in trade, but rather than have
the traders come to them, they preferred to travel to the
trading posts. While in northern Illinols, bands of the
tribe traveled to Mackinac and Prairie du Chien, and after
moving to the central part of the territory, they Journey-
ed to the trading houses at Kaskaskia or Fort Oulatanon on
the Wabash River.26

The Kickapoo, by 1781, were located on the Des Plaines
River at the headﬁaters of the Kankakee River, north of the
source of the Sangamon River in central Illinols, and a few
scattered villages were located below the Jjunction of the
Little Vermilion River.27 With the intensified movement of
t raders across the Des Plaines portage, the Kickapoo, by the
late 1780's, began moving their villages and concentrating

in the central part of the state. Thelr lodges extended
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from the Embrassas and Kaskaskia rivers on the East to
the Illinols on the West. Carrying on a peaceful and in-
dustrious trade, the Kickapoo traveled to Peoria to ex-
change furs for earrings, guns, pleces and trinkets of
silver, blankets, and other articles.28 The capital of the
Kickapoo tribe was located southeast of present-day Bloom-
1ﬂgton, Illinois on two knolls oppositeleach other. "Old
Town'" as 1t is called remained the strategic point from
which small bands of Indians filtered out on the near=by
rivers to hunt. These small bands were known as transient
camps and probably carried on the trade with the traders
away from the central village,

| Even though the Kickapoos did not sign many treaties
with the whiteman, they were represented at Greenville,
Ohlio for the signing of the treaty 6pening part of the
Northwest to frontiersmen.?9 During the 1820's and 30's,
the Kickapoos, like all the other Illinoils tribes, began'
to fear the small farmers who were ilmmigrating to the North-
west Territory iﬁ the hope of settling new lands. Even-
tually, the tribe found themselves moving thelr lodges
across the Mississippli River into the unorganized terri-

tory of lIowa,
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Throughout the territory of Illinols, there remained
lesser tribes who traded with the British, and later, the
Americans. These were the Delawares, Shawnees, and at
times, the Chippewas. The Delawares were located in north-
ern Illinois and Indiana in small scattered bands after
the Revolution. They engaged in trading activities with
merchants traversing the St. Joseph and Kankakee portage,
and sometimes Journeyed to the posts at St. Joseph and
Detroit.’O Content with trading among the British, the
Delawares had_little contact with the Americans. They
moved into the north central part of Illinols by 1790, and
did carry on some trade at Peoria, Like all tribes located
in the Northwest, the Delawares felt the influence of the
whiteman's greed for land, and adhered to the Treaty of
Greenville in 1795,3! Soon the Delawares would follow the
other tribes to the one blg reservation reserved for them
and all other eastern tribes in the unorganized territory
west of the Mississippl River adjacent to the Illinoils
territory.

The Chippewa and Shawnee were two tribes living in
southexrn Wisconsin. But, individual banqs could be found
in Illinois after the Revolution. These two tribes pre-

viously carried on extensive trade relations with the
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Sritish, but the advance of the American trader caused
them to shift their dependence to the new holders of the
Northwest territory.

Chippewa and Shawnee villages were located near the
Chicago-Des Plaines portage, and some were reported as far
south as the Wabash and Vermilion rivers. 2 Their names,
along with many others, appear on the Treaty of Greenville
as a realization that the era of the fur trade in the
Northwest was giving way to the advance of permanent set-
tlement, >3

When the Treaty of Paris was signed in 1783 ending
the Revolution and giving the United States mush of the
Northwest, the Indians felt themselves befriended by the
King of England, znd that their lands had been sold to
their enemy, the Americans. Feeling that the trade would
cease, their only hope was to drive the Americans away
from the Northwest Territory. In organizing its newly won
territory, the United States followed a policy of pacifica-
tion toward the Indians of the Northwest. Governor of %he
newly-created Nortawest Territory, Arthur St. Clair, was
sent to stop Indian trade upon the already existing towns,

and to bring the Indians into accepting the Americans.34
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The British government proposed the idea of crea-
ting an Indian buffer state between the American settle-~
ments on the Ohio River and the British posts on the -
Great Lakes. In theory, the English posts at Mackinac
and Detroit were to be turned over to the Indians, and
each nation could send traders into the zone to trade.
Under this 1dea, the number of Indian uprisings might de-
crease and strong commercial relations conducted by both
nations could occur. The United States expressed a nega-
tive attitude toward the 1dea since 1in practice the
British posts would probably remained under crown control.>>
With the conclusion of Jay's Treaty in 1796, Indian
depredations almost ceased; the British stronghold had been
removed and the Americans assumed contrdl of the Great Lakes
posts, But, in spite of t he facts, the treaty did allow
both nations to send traders into the Illinois country.36
The British policy #as further developed by a 1794
letter directed to the Lords of Trade from a British pfficer
in the Northwest. He felt that American traders couid be
kept out of the area by establishing British depots along

the portages and rivers of the Northwest that emptied into

35
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the Mississippi River.37 The United States had not yet
organized themselves into a sound commercial enterprise

to deal with the Indian trade. During the period before
1800, only a small number of independent American traders
operated in the Illinois country, while the British still
had many traders, both independent and company, who had
operated in the area for over thirty years. Thelr experi-
ence and ability was still dominate in the trade although
American traders were progressing toward bullding a stable
financial and commercial Indian trade.

The decline on the 3British hold on the fur trade was
beginning to show in the late 1790's, and an observer of
the situation stated that within a few years, '"the active
and avaricious dmericans having driven the Indians and
exhausted their lands, will become planters.”>® By 1800
the Illinois frontier line of Indian trading posts had
grown considerably. Peoria, Prairie du Chilen, Fort Dear-
born, Fort Massac, Fort Wayne, and Vincennes were in cone=
trol of the Americans, and these, along with the newly ac-
quired ones of Detroit and St. Joseph, were regularly vi-

sited by the small number of Indians left in the area, 9
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The recognition by the United States of the import-
ance of the Indian trade came in 1786 when the American
government provided for the regulation of Indian affiars
and trade. The Ordinance of 1786 established an Indian
Devartment divided into two separate divisions, the
Vorthern and Southern departments. The Ohio River provided
the boundary separating the Jurisdiction of both depart-
ments, Each was to be directed by a superintendent and
two deputlies who resided in the territories to faclillitate
the regulation of the Indian trade. Congress felt a regu-
latory policy could lessen the British hold, and in time
enable the Americans to control the trade themselves,

| The act also placed in the custody of the superinten-
dents such stores, provisions, and property that were con-
sidered gifts from the United States government to the In-
dians. The restrictions placed on those entering the terri-
tories to trade were designed to allow only United Stateé
citizens to reside among or trade with the Indians.#0 Under
a penalty of $500, each trader must have a license issued
by the superintendent for the department in which the
trader wanted to work. Due to the hostile acts of some In-

dians, the rules were streﬁgthened from 1787 to 1788. At
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this timé, no one was allowed to trade with the Indians
unless he had a permit 1ssuéd by the Secretary of War, the
Superinfendent of Indian Affairs, or an officer designated
by the Secretary of War.#! In this way the United States
government felt it could promote better trade relations
with the Indians. Through the license system traders who
sold liquor to the Indlians or encouraged them to go on the
warpath against the American settlements could theoretically
be kept_out of the country. This plan was not entirely fea-
sible since independent British, French, and even American
traders were in the back country where they were free from
the patrols that didn't venture into the interior.

Upon demands by traders that the licensing system pro-.
cedure seriously endangered the conduct of the trade, the
Secretary of War pushed for a change. A& new law enacted in
1790 specified that a license be issued to a trader for two
years providing he gave a bond of $1,000.. This would keep
the individual aware of the fact that 4f he did not abide by
the rules and regulations established by the United States
then he would forfeit his bond.42

The necessary provisions by the American government

for the regulation of traders stems from other factors.
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After 1790 the British openly encouraged the Indians to

make war on citizens of the Unlted States by supplying them
with guns, ammunition, and other items. His Majesty's gov=-
ernment, realizing American competition in the Illinoils
country threatened its domination, sought to use the In-
dians in order to retain control.’3 The United States was
not experienced in trade relations nor did it really have.
any sense of commercial interest. Instead, its attitude was
more imperialistic toward the Indian. The British controlled
the area prior to the American Revolution, and they were not
going to give up the prosperity of Canada just because Jay's
Treaty demanded the Northwest posts be turned over to the Am-
erican government,

From 1783 to 1800 the history of the Indian trade in
Illinols takes on new characteristics as American control
replaced British. The establishment of the Indian trading
factory system and the presence of individual American
traders 1in the Illinols country was a signal to the English
that thelr control over the Indians and their éommercial
interests in the Northwest were coming to an end. In spite
of the fact that Amerlicans were characterized as land-hungry,
venturesome ploneers interested only in establishing set-
tlements, they realized that to pacify the Indians, trade

relations would be beneficial to American policy. Besldes,
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there were commercial rewards to be reaped by a siznifi-
cant amount of trzde. Individual traders and some companies
that opened stores in the Illinols country learned of this
during the seventeen years between 1783 and 1800, The United
States also realized that the traffic in furs and goods was

important to the'dountry as Wwell as to friendly relations

with the Indians.



CHAPTER III
THE COMPETITIVE GROWTH OF THE
INDIAN TRADE

In 1893 Frederick Jackson Turner, in his essay,
"Mhe Significance of the Frontier in American'History,"
wrote:

. . . the Indian trade ploneered the way for

civilization. The buffalo trail became the

Indian trail, and this became the trader's

"trace'; the trails widened into roads, and

the roads into turnplkes, and these in turn

were transformed into railroads. . . . The

trading posts reached by these trails were on

sites of Indian villages which had been placed

in positions suggested by nature [« S

The Indian trade or fur trade that Turner spoke of
became the most significant commercial enterprise in
Illinois during the first quarter of the nineteenth cen-
tury. 3y 1800 American settlers forced most of the Indian
tribes out of Indiana and into the Illinols country.
On March 7 of that year, Indiana, with a population of
5,641, was declared a territory.Z2 Although this is not

a large population, 1t represents the creeping advances of
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civilization across the Appalacyian Mountains. As the
settlers forced the Indians into the Iliinois country,
thé fur trade reached greater proportions. Althoﬁgh it
began in the early 1700's, the trade attained its great-
est commercial value between 1790 and 1825,

The French were largely responsible for the develop-
ment of the American fur trade as a profitable economic
enterprise. Close behind the cross of the French Jesult
missionaries came French fur traders with guns and packs
of trinkets intent solely on stripping the savage of his
pelts, mainly through the anclent and honorable art of
barter.? As a result of the Seven Years' War, French
dominance 1n‘the Northwest was eliminated and England fell
heir to the control of the Indian trade. By 1795 the United
States took a deep interest in the trade of the Illinoils
country.

The fur trade allowed the Indian to pursue his natural
occupation of hunting while at the same time introducing him
to civilized customs and articles which would add comfort
to his daily life. The Indian became a professional hunter
and trapper, and the skins he obtained were carried to ILondon

and Paris. There they were fashioned into garmets which the
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European aristocracy coveted no less than the Indian
squaws coveted the trinkets and blankets. When conducted
properly, the trade promoted peace and happiness among the
Indians., In ". . . those January days when the white
traders were here exchanging brilliant-hued blankets,
gaudy calico and glittering beads for the spoils of their
winter traps. . .Indian belles flittering among the glant
maple and oak trees. . . , vielng with one another in the
displdy of their finery."4

The white trader was nelther a god nor a philanthropic
Santa Claus., He wanted something in return for his trin-
kets and blankets. Skins of wild animals were the only
items the Indian could offer. The finer furs came from
such animals as the beaver, raccoon, mink, otter, fox,
wild cat, panther, and wolf, and the rough skins from the
buffalo, deer, and bear. The Indian could also offer the
less valuable skins of the muskrat, elk, porcupine, ground
hog, wild hog, and rabbit. In addition to the furs, the
Indian could trade manufactured items such as deer tallow,
bear oill, beeswax, snakeroot, lead (mined in northern Il-
linois), maple sugar, corn, feather mats, and buffalo and
deer horns.,

The éompetitive nature of the fur trading activity

in Illinois between the United States and Great Britain




begins in the late eighteenth century. For, it is during
the last decade of the 1700's that the profitibility of
economic intercourse with the Indians becomes apparent.

The Indian trade in Illinois during the 1780's and 1790's
was wholly in the hands of independent French and British
traders. There appeared to be no attempt on the part of the
British government or any large-scale business enterprise
to commercialize the trade., Both seemed to express a
greater interest in the Upper Great Lakes region than in
the Illinols wilderness., This attitude developed in part
because the Illinols country was now under the Jjurisdiction
of the United States government, and French influence with
the Indians was still very prominent. Likewise, it would
have been difficult for the British to get the traders to
yield theilr independence and work for a company.

The presence of British traders in Illinois caused
concern to the United States. since most of the economic
value of the trade was going out of the country. And, since
American settlers were moving into the regions of the
Northwest, the dominance of the British made it difficult
for the United States government to promote peace among the
Indians. During the Revolution and after, the British open-
ly.:encouraged the various Indian tribes in the Northwest
to make war on American settlements in the hopes of retain-
ing control over the trade. Such attacks caused alarm among

the inhabitants o2 Illinois, and appeals were made to the



United States government. On December 8, 1784, Francois
Carbonneaux, agent for the inhablitants of the Illinois
country, made a plea for the:

. . .Power of Congress to restore tranquility

among the Inhabitants, . .to give Peace to

those of the Frontiers of Virginia, and to es-

tablish, a valuable commerce, not only with

the natives, but with New Spain, which is now

wholly carried on by British subjects from

Canada,5

And, the Commander at Fort Knox in correspondence to
Washington in March, 1792 expressed the view "that British
traders from Michilimackinac were operating along the
Illinois and Wabash rivers, underselling United States
trdders with goods brought in without payment of duty and
plying the Indian with strong drink, "®

The British were also aware of their dominance in
Illinois and the economic advantage they held on the area,
By 1790 a large volume of trade worth 60,000 was sent
through Michilimackinac from the 01ld Northwest including
Illinois.” Every spring, these traders would leave the

interior of Illinols and travel to Michilimackinac, or
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Mackinac Island, then the rendezvous center of the North
American trade. Agents from Montreal would meet the traders
at Michilimackinac, buy furs and sell European goods for
new outfits. The traders would then descend Lake Michigan
to the Chicago-Des Plaines portage or travel overland to
Prajrie du Chien, and set up thelr winter posts along the
rivers. In 1793 a British captain at Michilimackinac wrote
to the British Governor in Quebec:

The most considerable Trade from this Post is

to and beyond the Mississippl by the rout of ILa

Prairie du Chien, from which place the traders

descend with facility to the American settlements

at the Illinoils who are affected to the British

Government. The trade to that Country is much in

our favour, as they consume a great quantity of 8

British manufactures particularly Cottons. . . .

To end the growing rivalry and hostility among
British traders, and to offset American interest in the
fur trade, a number of large-scale business ventures in-
volving both Canadian merchants and independent British
traders were developéd. The Northwest Fur Company of
Montreal, formed in 1784 through the efforts of Benjamin
and Joseph Frobisher and Simon McTavish = immigrant
English and Scottish merchants, extended its activities
into the Illinols country. Selling 1ts shares among other

prominent Montreal merchants, the Northwest Fur Company

was the largest trading concern operating in the 014

8
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Northwest, especially to the dismay of the United States
government, Until the establishment of the American trade
factory system, the Northwest Fur Company virtually mono-
polized the fur trade.9

In addition to the Northwest Fur Company, a smaller
organization of independent traders ¥nown as the Michili-
mackinac Company operated ih Illinois during the 1790's.
This loose assoclation of traders grew from the General
Store of 1779 and established a trading house at Cahokia
to supply the Indians, Although its business dctivity
never grew to any great proportions, dying by the turnl
of the century, it represented an attempt to centralize
and commercialize the fur trade through a business organ-
1zation. 10 |

By the mi1d-1790's, the United States government real-
i1zed it must take prompt measures to extend its influence
into the fur regions dominated by the Canadians. President
Washington declared in 1794, "the improvement of harmony
with all the Indians withiﬁ our limits should be sought
by the fixing and cdnducting of trading houses."'! In es=

tablishing these trading houses, the United States could

9
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promote better relations with the Indian tribes, and
contribute to greater trade relations between the American
traders and the Indians,

It was not until two years later that the 1ldeas of
President Washington would become the basis for the govern-
ment's fur trading enterprise. Jay's Treaty of 1796 with
Great Britain called for the surrendering into American
hands of the northern posts at Michilimackinac and Detroit.
Hopefully, this would lessen British influence in the 014
Northwest and allow more freedom for American traders to
trade in the Great Lakes region. Many foreign traders were
already hampered by the customs duties they had to pay on
goods which at times would be as much as twenty per cent.12
The Canadians were annoyed by the government's restrictions
requiring all foreign traders in America to have a license
i1ssued by the United States, forbidding the following'of
Indians to their hunting camps, and the forbidding of the
sale of liquor to the Indians. But, in splite of these
American regulations, British activity continued to £ lourish.

In 1795 Congress, to counter the English dominance of
the fur trade, made an appropriation for the establishment
of a "liberal trade with the Indians." The act provided
"that a sum, not exceeding %50,000, be &appropriated to

the purchase of goods for supplying the Indians within the

12
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United States for the year 1795; and that the sale of such
goods be made under the direction of the President of the
mited States."' The act would go into effect for the
next two years and later acts wouid extend the system until
1822. The first of the government's trading posts, known as
factories, were located in the southern states. By an act
of 1802, government factories were authorized for Detroit
and Fort Wayne. Subsequent acts established factories &t
Chicago in 1805 and Michilimackinac' in 1805, and by 1808
there were twelve factories in operation within the United
States, Thus, the trade stations in the 01ld Northwest, in-
cluding the Illinols country, came into direct competition
with the trade monopoly eujoyed by the Sritish.

The purposes 6f the factory system were first, to woo
the friendship of the savages through commercial trade,
and secondly, to set up standards of fair dealing with
which private traders would have to compete.14 The United
States had no intention of making money out of the factory
system, but the factories were to be self-sustaining. Dip-
lomacy more than economics guided American policy, for by
helping the Indian secure goods at actual cost, the govern-

ment would be rendering a real service to the Indians.

13
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Hopefully,'the Indian ﬁould patronize the factories

more than the company or ﬁrivate traders from Canada. This
type of "dollar diplomacy" meant that peaceful conditions
might exist on the frontier which would then attract more
settlers from the East.

The central office of the government factory system
was in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, from 1795 to 1807, and
in Georgetown, District of Columbia, from 1807 to 1822,
Goods for the Illinoils country were purchased in Philadel-
phia, sent to Detroit or Michilimackinac, and then for-
warded to Chicago. Supervision of the trade system was
under the direction of the War Department and General John
Mason was appointed superinfendent of the Indian trade. A
manager or factor was employed at each trading house, and
an Indian agent from the War Department was appointed to
T T S e e R T LT ) G e St
vicinity of the factory.

The factorlies operated under stricter regulations than
did the traders. The factorlies were prohibited from selling
"a gun orlother article commonly used in hunting; any in-
strument of husbandry, or cooking utensil of any kind
usually obtained by the Indians in their intercourse with
white people; or any article of clothing (except skins or

furs)."1> The fine for such offenses was $100. Exactly why

15 '
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this restriction was placed upon the factories is not |
known, for these items were what the Indilans wanted and
could get from the British, In any case, the act was re-
cinded sooﬂ after the first factories opened.

William Henry Harrisdn, Governor of Indiana Territory
wrote to the Secretary of War that "the Indian chiefs
complain heavily of the mischiefs produced by the enormous
quantities of whiskey which the trader introduced into

their country."16 And in a speech to the Indiana terri-
torial legislature. in 1805, Governor Harrison said,

You are witnesses to the abuses; you have seen
our towns crowded with furious and drunken sav-
ages, our streets flowing with thelr blood, their
arms and clothing bartered for the liquor that
destroys them, and thelr miserable women and
children enduring all the extremities of cold and
hunger, 17

Though -the trade factories were prohibited from selling
liquor, the British continued to sell great quantities
illegally. The factories could not extend credit; the
British did. The Indians had to travel to the factory;
the Canadian trader followed the Indian. These restric-

tions would eventually be responsible, in part, for the

downfall of the factory system,

16
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Despite the regulations, the American government aad
faith in its enterprise., President Jefferson, in a message
to Congress in 1803, stated '"that private traders, both
foreign and domestic, were being undersold and driven from
competition, that the system was effective in conciliating
the good will of the Indians, and that they were soli-
citing generally the establishment of the trading houses

among them, "8

Private traders did exist in Illinols prior to the
establishment of the.government factory at Chicago. About
1800, traders had é post Just south of the "great bend"
of the Mississippl River in present-day Hancock County.
Deer, panther, bear, wild turkey, timber wolves, and foxes
abounded in the area, while the streams were full of
veaver.!'9 A trader, Michael Brouillette, obtained a license
to trade with the Kickapoo Indians at their towns on the
Vermilion River in 1804.20 Two bartners, Thomas Forsyth
and his half-brother, John Kinzle, operated posts at Peoria
and Chicago in 1805. Their trade was good, for. Kinzie paid

a "sum of two hundred and forty-five pounds in a single

18
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venture at Peoria,"2! In May, 1805,

the sloop General Junter left Mackinac for 'Chi-
cawgo', carrying to Kinzie and Forsyth a barrel
of gunpowder, 2 bars of iron, a box of tobacco,
19 bags of flour, 3 boxes and 8 kegs of undis-
closed contents, and a trunk. On the return voy-
age, 'inwards' bound from St. Joseph and 'Chicaw-
go', the Hunter brought 321 packs of furs, of which
158 belonged to Kinzie and 68 to Forsyth alone.
The sloop Contractor left Mackinac for 'Chicawgo'
on June 6, 1305, with 65 barrels of pork, 120

of flour, 36 of whiskey, 4 boxes of candles, and
4 'new saddles.' She returned 3 weeks later with
474 packs of furs,?22

Each pack of furs would be worth approximately 10 to 15,
The governmeat factory at Chicago began its operations
in 1805. The factor, Ebenezer Belknap, was commissioned on
March 19, 1805, aand Charles Jouett was appointed Indian
agent. Mr. Belknap's fitness for the Job was questioned and
he was subsequently replaced in December, 1805, by Thomas
Haywood who resigned in 1807. Matthew Irwin replaced
Haywood until the factory closed during the War of 1812,
To initiate the Chicago factory, "an invoice of new goods
to the value of $8,000 was ordered to be sent to Detroit
for the Chicago factory" by William Davy of the War Depart-
ment, 23 Evidently, the department expected a large volume

of trade at Chicago.

21 _
Quaife, Chicago and the 0ld Northwest, 287.
22
. Milo M. Quaife, Lake Michigan (Indianapolis, 1944),
116.
23

Quaife, Chicago and the 0ld Northwest, 267.




Locating a factory at Chicago seemed to be a sound
investment, for geographically, i1t stood between Lake
Michigan and the Illinois River. These two waterways had,
since the time of LaSalle, 'been the main transportation
routes of the Indian and the trader. In a letter to the
Secretary of War, William Davy, Henry Dearborn of Chicago
wro te, |

I very much doubt the expediency of removing

our factories, from Fort Wayne and Chikago to

d¥ichilimackinac. We should by such a measure,

deprive the Indians generally, who have become

our friends and depend on our supplies, of any

means of procuring goods, except by small
British traders. . .and who are and would be

principally supplied by the Britishezompanies.

None would be the equal of Chikago.

To the dismay of the United States government, the
Chicago factory was not golng to break the influence of .
the British traders in the Illinols country. American

goods, whether sold at the factories or through pliloneer

American traders, were regarded by the Indian as inferior

. to those so0ld by the British. Part of the reason for this_'

attitude 1is simply the fact that American manufacturers
were not taking the time to produce quality items. They
were concerned rather with quantity. The greatest number

of purchases of materials for the government Indian trade

‘was made in Washington because the merchants there were
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better informed of the government's needs.25 The English
claimed that cheap goods were bought in American in order
to encourage home industry, and therefore, didn't have
the Indian's welfare in mind.26 The British were trading
better quality goods made in Europe while at the same
time leading the Indian to believe the insinuations that
the United States was selling what was meant to be gifts
to the tribes.27

Despite these accusations, which for the most part
were not true, the fact that the government trading fac=
tories were conducting business and the number of Ameri-
can ploneer traders in the 0ld Northwest was increasing,
caused the British Northwest Fur Company to feel the pres-
sure. This companylwas one of the largest dealing in the
fur trade of the Great Lakes region, By 1806 the.company's
field of operations 1nclud§d southern Canada, the Great
Lakes region, and mbst of the Tllinois country; it couldn't
handle them all. So, to conduct the trade in Illinoils and
the upper Mississippl valley, articles of agreement were
drawn up at Montreal for the establishment of the Michili-

mackinac or Mackinac Company, Although the intent was for
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this company to handle, and therefore, compete with the
Americans in the 0l1d Northwest, its financial stability
and trade capability were too weak for it to successfully
capture more of the trade. It plugged along for four years
and finally failed as a business venture in 1810.

This short-lived attempt of the English merchants to
counter the operations of the factories in the Great Lakes
area, especially Chicago, proved minute. This is not to
say that the failure of the Michilimackinac Company and
thus, British trade, was due to the factory system. It was
a well known and conceded fact of American officers and
Indian agents that the British traders furnished the In- "
dian better goods than did the Americans. They had better
relations and a fluent understanding of the Indian lang-
uage and character which afforded them a friendlier rela-
tionship with the tribes.28 It must be remembered that
most of the British trade was handled by French-Canadlans
who knew the customs of the Illinois Indians far better
than did the American trader. And, prior to 1809, the
trading houses operated by the government factory system
had incurred a loss of H44,6 338,29

The intent and purpose of the government system was,
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as the Superintendent of the Indian trade stated to
MYatthew Irwin, factor at Chicago, for,

. « -the Government in these establishments, ., .

to secure the Friendship of the Indians in our

country in a way the most beneficial to them and

the most effectual and economical to the United

States. . . .30
The system could never compete on an equal footing with
the British traders as 1t was presently being conducted.
The names of Sigrain, Bourbonnals, LaVoy, and Maisonneuf
furnish a typical illustration of the nationality of the
men who conducted the Illinois fur trade for the English.31

Sconomically, the factory system was to be self-
sustalning. While foreign traders were realizing prices on
goods sold to the Indian of up to 200 percent, the prices
charged by the factories for such goods were far below this
percentage, and thus, not competitive. In the 1808 letter
mentioned bvefore, the Superintendent also instructed Irwin
that,

The prices you put on the Goods you have on

sale must necessarily vary according to circum-

stances, but that which you will consider as the

standard advance on the price charged in the In-

voices received from the Office, will rate from

65 2/3 to 100 per centum and this you will con-

sider as the estimate to cover the cost of trans-

portation and to yield such profit only as will

indemnify the establishment for the expenses at
your Trading House. . .and with the rate you will

30
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be obliged to allow for Skins as to enable us
to pay all charges and avoid sinking money. . . .2

But, should a deficit ekist, the factor was allowed to in-
crease the price within limits. |

The many different types of trade goods used in the
Indian trade remained the same, whether sold by the United
States factorles or by British and American traders, Per-
haps the only difference between American and British ar-
ticles was the quality of the item.

Blankets became the single most important item an
Indian would buy. Lewls Cass, governor of the Michigan
Territory, observed that "a blanket is frequently [fén In-
dian's_/ house and it is always the most essential part of
his dress. The.heavy Mackinac blankets are almost imper-
vious to rain, and are. . .large enough to cover an Indian
completely.>> The Mackinac blankets used by the British
traders were manufactured at Whitney or Oxfordshire,
England. Blankets sold by the United States had td'meet
certain requirements as exemplified in the following cirf
cular to Massachusetts' manufacturers on May 1, 1812;

A 3 point Blanket should measure in length 5
ft., in breadth 5 ft., 2 in. and weigh when
dressed 4 1lbs. & 2% point blanket should measure

in length 5 ft., 2 in., in breadth 4 ft., 4 in.
and welgh when dresSed 3 1bs., 2 oz. Both should
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be woven twilled all white except two cross
stripes of very dark blue placed two inches
distant from each end of the blanket and

each stripe not be less than three nor more
than four inches wide; near one of the

stripes should be placed the points also of
dark Blue, extending inwardly from the sel-
vage to shew on the right side of the Blan-
ket; they should be } an inch wide, and 21 in-
ches long for the whole points and 2 inches
long for the % points. The Blanket after mil-
ling should be dressed so as to raise a long
shag as per samples, and should be most on the
sides of points shew.3%

If the blanket was not made according to the above proce-
dure, it would not shed rain properly.

Strouds, for shoulder wear, were next in importance
to be purchased and sold by the factories. Those ordinar-
1ly sold consisted of blue and red cloth with a narrow
white cord, but the Superintendent of the Indian Trade
had purchased more than 150 different kinds of cloth.
Other dry goods included calico, skeins of wool, domestic
cotton, flannel, molton, shawls, hankerchiefs (silk and
cotton flag), ribbons, and among the British goods, Irish
linens, Scottish sheetings, worsted yarns, and cottons
from Manchester, 29

The factories also sold many different kinds of
wearing apparel; shirts which were made at the House of

Industry in Alexandria, Virgiﬁia, pantaloons, walstcoats,
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leggings, cloth sleeves, chief's shirts, shoes, socks, '
caps, and small children shirts. The cold Illinois
winters demanded clothes since blankets and breechcloths
would not afford protection.

Jewelry was purchased in great quantities by the gov-
ernment and sold to the Indians. Arm and wrist bands were
sold along with such silver items as ear bobs, broaches
(in all sizes), crosses (mainly double), ear wheels, cre-~
sents, gorgets, and rings. Many traders as well as the
factories carried large quantities of jJjewelry because the
Indian used them to adorn the body as well as clothes.
Archaeological evidence at the Lorton trading post site
on the Sangamon River indicates the use of silver ear ple-
ces,’b

Iarge assortments of kitchen utensils and hardware
were also sold. Brass and copper kettles, pots from a pint
to ten gallon capacity, tin pans and cups, Jjugs, crockery,
glasses, mugs, forks, spoons, knives, candle and bullet
molds, and wooden dishes were considered the general line.
Kettles were relished by the Indian women since many meals
consisted of large soups or stews. Thomas Forsyth, Indian

trader and later, an Indian agent at Peoria, relates,
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. « .the 0ld women set the kettle a boilinz in

the night, and about day break all eat whatever

they have got, they eat in the course of the

day as ofter. as they are hungry, the kettle 1is

on the firs constantly suspended from the roof

of the lodge, everyone has his wooden dish or

bowl and wooden spoons. . .

Guns and rifles were always in demand, and of course,
gunpowder, powderhorns, traps, flints, and beaver and
duck shot. With the 2id of these items, the Indian could
hunt and trap more easily and quickly.

A number of drugs, medicines, and groceries were
also available for trade at the factories and ‘posts.
Opium, Carolina pinkroot, Jamaclia ginger, sugar of lead,
spirits of niter, extract of lead, and essence of pep-
permint were included among the pharmaceutical 1items.
Salt, flour, sugar, and biscult were ordered for sale by
the barrel. Ralsins, currants, tea, coffee, cinnamon, nut-
meg, cloves, ginger, and allspice could be purchased.

Other 1tems used in the trade included tobacco, which
was sold in various forms, short-stemmed pipes, agricul-
tural tools from hoes to spinning wheels, needles, twine,

jews harps, ivory combs, and even sleigh bells. The pipes

were used more by the trader than the Indian. Liquor of
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course was available from the private trader illegally,
and the government factories were forbidden to sell it.
The largest quantities of liquor that managed to be sold
were Pennsylvania whiskey, Maderia wine, and West Indies
rum, 38

| As an econoﬁic institution, the fur trade relied on
a simple system of barter. The Indian gave something that
he valued lightly, and in return received something that
he valued greatly. In this system of exchange, it is diffi-
cult to find a set pribe in dollars and cents for the |
value of furs in relation to goods. The actual placing of
a monetary value would come after the Indian factory or
the traders had in turn sold their furs to manufacturing
companies, Likewise, values differed from area to area,
and trader to trader. As a_guideline or indicator, the
following prices existed in the Upper Great Lakes markets:
beaver skins at $3.50 each, otter at $4,50, deerskins (in
proportions of bucks to does) at #1.00, muskrats at 25¢,
raccoon at 50¢, and buffalo robés at $3,25.39

Besides furs and peltries, the Indian also traded

"home industry" items valued as: deer tallow at 14¢ 1lb.,
beeswax at 3¢ 1b., lead at 5-5%¢ 1lb,, feather mats at

#1.25 to $1.50 each, and buffalo horns at 25¢ to 50¢ each.
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Indian Agent Nicholas Boilvin of Prairie du Chien reportéd
that the Sauk and Fox Indians of northern Illinois and
Iowa ", . .turned their attention to the manufacture of
lead, which they produce from a mine sixty miles below
Prairie du Chien, . . . They manufactured 400,00 lbs, of
lead which they exchanged for goods."40 Prices for goods
sold by the traders and the Indian factories are too d;f-
ficult to fugure because of the percentage increase for
transportaion and handling. For example, a few ﬁfices'fron
Chicago were tobacco at 50¢ 1lb., powder at $1.50 1lb., shot
at 33¢ 1b., flour at 10¢ 1lb., and a silver broach at
204,41

Prior to the War of 1812with Great Britain, the In-
dian'factory at Chicago conducted a profitable trade. For
the four year period of January, 1808 to September, 1811,
the factory realized a profit of 33,424.24.42 The peltries
purchased by the factory were mainly shaved deer skins
which deteriorated 1ittle in handling, and were used chief-
ly as hatters' furs. From April, 1811 to April,-1812, a

single years' profit of %1,773.94 was made.%3 An abstract
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of the property on hand and debts at the Chicago factory
on December 31, 1810 put the value of the post at
57,477.33.4% Then the factory closed in 1812, its stock
on hand was worth $12,000, and its total stock, buildings,
and peltries amounted to 313,727.15,45

The business conducted by the Chicago factory never
really injured the British hold on the Illinois Indian
trade. British traders were in the Illinoils country, and
their influence and business dealings had long been secur-
ed. And, with the many government restrictions on the fac-
tories, they were prevented from really undermining Zng-
lish activity. The power of the monopoly that the British-
held in Illinois bvefore the War of 1812 was one of in-
fluence, prestige, and friendship, not one of dollars and
cents, Certainly, the traders from Canada were making some
money from thelr trade, but not as much as the fur trading
companies had prior to 1805. From 1805 on, the economics
of the business slowly shifted into American hands. This
was due in part to the Indian factofy system, but more
emohasis should be placed on the fact that novice.Amefican
traders were increasing thelr numbers every year. Feeling
this competitive surge by the United States, the Michili-

mackinac Company of 1784, the Northwest Company, and the
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Michilimackinac Company of 1806 had all but ceased their
activities in Illinois by 1810. 411 of these enterprises
furnished Canada with its economic foundation as part of ",
the British empire.

A last enterprising effort was made by two Montreal
firms to secure a new lease on the fur trade in Tllinois.
Forsyth, Richardson, and Company, and McTavish, McGillvray,
and Company formed the Montreal-Michilimackinac Company
in 1810 to trade in the Great Lakes region. On January 28,
1811, éfter a year of unsuccessfully trying to make a pro-
fit in the trade duelto lack of capital, the American Fur
Company of John Jacob Astor and the Montrezl firm agreed
to a merger. The American interest would be one-half with
goods being supplied through New York, and the English in-
terest one-half with goods coming through Quebec. The com;
bination resulted in the Southwest Company. The agreement
was to last five yéars. Géods were tolbe put together at:
Michilimackinac and outfits formed there. Profits or debts
were to be shared equally. Provision in the agréementﬂac-'
nowledged the fact that 1f the government trade factories
should be abolished, two-thirds of the business of the
Southwest Company would revert to the American Fur Com-
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The American enterprise under the direction of
John Jacob Astor made a name for itself in the far
Northwest prior to the War of 1812. With the agreement
forming the Southwest Company, the interest of an Ameri-
can concern in the fur trade of the Great Lakes and Il-
linois was established. Not until 1814 would thelAmerican
Fur Company assume 1ts leadership in the Illinols country.
This was due in part to the interruption of the fur.

trade by the War of 1812 with Great Britain.



CHAPTER IV
THE IWDIAN TRADE
1812 - 1814
The War of 1812 disorganized and changed consider-

ably the very nature and conduct of the Indian trade in
the Illinoils country. Part of the cause for this war with
the 3ritish can be found in the commercial rivalry and
invasion of American neutrality on the high seas during
the Wapoleonic Wars.! 3ut in the 0ld Northwest, the demand
for war was louder and more intense than in other parts of
the ™ited States. The spirit of nationalism among the
frontier regions to end British influence among the Ine
dians increased furing the first decade of the nineteenth
century. British traders operating in America had almost
complete control over the center of the fur trade economy,
especially in northern Illinois. If the United States was
to profit from the resources of the area, she had two com-
mitments to meet., First, control of the border between |
Canada and the United States had to be éecured, and se-"

condly, American-~Indian relations had to be vastly improved.

1 .

For an analysis of the War of 1812, consult Reginald-
Horsman, The War of 1812 (New York, 1969) or Julius .
Pratt, Expansionists of 1812 (New York, 1925),
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For the ‘lesternmer, who was certainly involved with these
two situations more so than other sections of the country,
war was the only answer,

Since Jay's Treaty allowed the Canadian traders to
Operaté south of their border, inexperienced American
traders enzaged in a losing battle with them. The American
Indian factory system attempted to compensate for this lack
of experience., But, with the many government Zrestrictions,
the factories were unable to exert the necessarj political
influence over the Indians. As long as the British traders
could tell the Indians they must resist creeping American
settlers or lose their 1ands,.the intruders were assured
of Indian allegiance.

The United States government enacted a non-importation
law in 1809 by which it sought to keep British goods out
of America, and thus halt or damage England's trading
activities. The law did more harm to the Americans since
many of the factories' goods were now coming from Great
Britain. In response to the American effort, Indian agents
from Canada increased their program of supplying the In-
dians and inciting them to attack American settlements.

In April, 1811, Secretary of War, William Eustis, wrote
to the territorial governors and Indian agents in the 01d
Northwest in which he warned:

In consequence of the operation of the late law
~ prohibiting the lmportation into the Unlted States



of British Goods, the 2Zritish Agents and Traders
with the Indians, may attempt to excite in thelr
minds, prejudices and hostlile dispositions towards
the United States, insinuating that as the 3British
Goods intended for their trade, will not be per-
mitted to enter and pass the American posts on the
Western Frontier, this act, which has bveen dic-
tated as a measure of general policy in relation
to Great Britain, was intended as an act of hos-
tility against the Indians.?2

In 1811 most of the Illinoils territorial population

was concentrated in the south. Except for a settlement at
Peoria, the United States trade factory and Fort Dearborn
at Chicago, and a few military posts scattered along the
principal rivers, the remaindér of the territory was con-
trolled by the British traders and their Indian allies.
As the Indians increased their hostilities against the
Americans, the people of St. Clair County asked Territor-
ial Governor Ninian Edwards in 1811 thaf “one fort or
block house be established in the seditious village of
Peoria, the great nursery of hostile Indians and traitor-
ous British Indian traders.>

Governor Edwards aﬁd the United States Indlan agents
Iattempted councils with the Indians in Illinois in order

that peace might ve restored. At one council in Peoria,

2 . ]
Reuben Gold Thwaites, ed., "Fur Trade on the Upper
Lakes, 1778-1815," Collections of the State Historical
Society of Wisconsin, XIX (1910), 338-39.
5
Frank E. Stevens, "Illinois in the War of 1312,"
Transactions of the Illinols State Historical Society, IX
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i1t was learned from a trader who had been at the Canadian
post of Fort Malden that the Indian department there was
spending £20,000 sterling over its normal expenditures in
goods.” The amount was thought to be for inciting the In-
dians to go on the warpath, The American government also
attempted to buy the Indian's friendship, for the United
States dispensed $2,377.55 to Chicago, $3,255.31 to the
Prairie du Chien agency, and $10,410.36 to the Kaskaskia
agency, all for trade articles,?

In an effort tb stop the importation of goods to the
Indians, Matthew Irwin, factor at Chicago, suggested to
the Secretary of War that when the British traders visited
the Indians in the spring of 1812, they should be arrested.
But due to jurisdictional problems, the Secretary felt
that such a move night not be feasible.6 Since tike manpower
was not available to police the Indian areas, the territor-
ial government could not continue fo engage in friendly
discussions with the Indians and ask the traders to leave

the country until peace was restored.

Ibid., 95.
5
‘lalter Lowrlie and Walter S. Franklin, eds.,, American
State Papers ~ Documents Legislative and Executive, of the
Congress of the United States from the first session of ke
first Congress to the third session of the thirtietn Con-
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Clarence E, Carter, ed., The Territorial Pavers of the United
States. Illinois Territory, XVI (Washington, 1948), 179,




Not only did the Americans have to contend with
English traders aglitating the Indians and supplying them
with goods, but also with the rise to leadership of two
proninent Indians in the Wabash River valley. The Shawnee
chief, Tecumseh, and his brother, The Prophet, began their
campaign of allying tribes in Indiana and Illinois Terri-
tories for attacks against the settlers. Tecumseh reasoned
that the various treaties signed by the Indians since 1803
with Governor William Henry Harrison of Indiana Territory
were invalid because all Indians owned the lands signed
away by various tribes. In an effort to regain these lost
lands and unite all the tribes, Tecumseh succeeded in gain-
ing British support of arms and ammunition. Several of the
Illinois Indians, namely the Pottawatomies, Winnebagoes,
and Kickapoos, Joined the Shawnee chief at Prophetstown in
Indiana Territory. The Illinois frontier remained quiet in
| late 1811, but after the Indians défeat at the Battle of
Tippecanoe in November, these tribes again moved into the
Illinois River valley and began their attacks. The 3ritish
agents from Wisconsin, among them was a well-known agitator,
Robert Dickson, moved into the Illinois country with their
goods and also with purposes of inciting the Indians.”

The coming year brought renewed depredationé to the

7
R. David Edmunds, "The Illinois River Pottawatomi in
the War of 1812," in Journal of the Illinois State Histor-
ical Society, LXII (Winter, 1989), 3&7.




Illinois frontier. General William Clark of St. Louls
wrote the War Department on January 12, 1812, that "he
had this moment heard, by an expréss from the commanding
officer at Fort Madison / near the mouth of the Rock
River;7, to Colonal Bissell, that a party of Winneba-
goes (part of them of The Prophet's party) did, on the
1st instant, rob and kill several American traders, near
the Spanish mines, on the Mississippi."8 In addition, two
Pottawatomi war chiefs of the Peoria afea, Gomo and Main
Poc, were potential leaders in uniting the tribes in
central Illinols into a striking force. By spring of 1812,
it became clear to the Illinois territorial government
that something had to be done to lessen the widespread in-
fluence of the English and keep the Indians from taking
up the tomahawk, Governor Edwards invited representatives
of the Kickapoos, Chippewa, Ottawa, and Pottawatoml to a
council at Qahokia.on April 16, 1812, His speech, though,
sounded the prevailing mood of frontiersmen and exemplified
that underlying spirit of manifest destiny: |
We shall take Montreal and all upper Canada,

British traders and English goods will never be

suffered to go among you again., Our own traders

will all be recalled. War will be waged against

you. Your country will be taken and strong gar-

risons will be built in order to retain it.- Con-
sider how you are to live without any trade, when,

8
Stevens, "Illinois and the War of 1812," 96.
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at the same time, you will be so harassed with
war, that you cannot hunt nowhere with safety.9

Govefnor Edwards' threat seemed to echo the thought that
only by taking Canada would the fur trading problem be
settled, In spite of the warhing, Gomo's band began buy-
ing guns and ammunition from British traders Operaping as
far south as Peoria.!O On June 18, 1812, war was declared
between the United States and Great Britain.

Most of the Illlinois territory was now in turmoil as
the Indians, supplied with British goods, increased their
attacks. During the years between 1812 and 1814, the In-
dian trade shrank to a small portion of its pre-1812 vol-
ume. Unable to acquire goods and hampered by the Indians'
desertion of the trap line, the traders of John Jacob
Astor's new enterprise, the Southwest Fur Company, all but
ceased operations., The United Stafes Indian factory at
Chicago was forced to close, Unfortunately, when the fac—'
tory closed, 1t was successfully undermining the British
trade, By the end of fiscal year 1812, the factory's debts
totalled $18,785.25 while its credits were 420,559.19.11

But, for the year ending in April of 1813, the factory's

9
Ibid.,, 102-103,
10

Thomas Forsyth to Governor Ninian Edwards, June 8

1812, in Carter, ed., Territorial Papers, XVI, 220,
11 '
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debts were #%20,375.04, its credits were 320,172.26, and
i1t lost in property taken or destroyed the amount of
313,074.47.12

The superintendent of the Indian trade reported that
Chicago purchased only %5,886.69 worth of furs and had
been sent $5,097.06 in merchandise during 1811-1813.13
On August 6, 1812, the factor at éhicago wrote John Mason,
the superintendent of the Indian trade, that "the packs
from the Chicago Trading House (99 in number) have fallen
with some public letters, directed to me, into the hands
of the 3ritish.'* Vine days later the Fort Dearborn mass-
acre occurred, leaving the Chicago area in the hands of
the British and their Indian pawns. With the fort and
factory in Chicago lost to the enemy, the whole of north=-
ern Illinois down to Peoria was out of American control.

When 1t was learned that English agents were in the
north, some in Chiéago,lsupplying arms and ammunition to
the tribes, renewed efforts were made to take the area,
Between 1812 and 1814 expeditions under Governor Edwards,
General Howard of Louisiané, General Clark, and others
penetrated into the portion of Illinois held by the
Pottwawtomies. 3y 1814 the British supply of goods

12
Told., 42.
13
Ibid., 56-8.
14
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dwindled and the Indians were accused of aiding the
Americans,!'5 In mid-1814 many of the Pottawatomi bands,
especially those under Gomo and Blabk Partridge, moved
south to Peoria and began trading with the settlers there.16 h
Conditions in the Illinois territory began stabilizing by
1814, and with the Treaty of Ghent provision, calling for
the British to leave the area south of the border, it
seemed the Indian trade would pass under American control,.
It now became the express purpose of both the Illinols
territorial government and .the United States government to
bring peace to the frontier and to trade with the Indians.
John Kinzie, a trader of long standing in Chicago before
the war, was sent from Detroit on a fact-finding mission
by the government to see how the Americans might better
their trade relations with the tribes in northern Illinois.
He iearned that a general condition of hostility still pre-
vailed among the Indians and that pacification would be
the government's main problem.'? He also f ound that in
1814 nine-tenths of the trade was still carried on by the

Canadians operating under the cloak of John Jacob Astor's

15
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Southwest Fur Company. Besides supplying the Indians
with better quality goods, these traders also gave them
generous amounts of liquor.18

As peace followed the War of 1812, the Illinois
country rapldly developed into an area of intense compe=
tition for control of the Indian trade. The United States
quickly renewed its efforts in the fur trade by establishe
ing new factories. The Southwest Fur Company, formed in
partnership with the Montreal merchants, became solely
American owned under the name of the American Fur Company.
Yet, the British trade influence remained leaving three
different forces engaged in a competitive battle for the
Indian‘'s trade. | '

As the United States took control of the fur trade
center at Mackinac, which had been the seét of British
commercial activity, the Canadians simply moved to the
nearest sites on British soll. From Amherstburg opposite
Detroilt and Drummond Island near the Mackinac straits,
the English traders and agents began a policy of gift-
giving iﬁ the hopes of retaining their hold on the Indians.‘g'

The British were not slow in returning to the territory to

18 .
Ibid., 193
19
Robert Way, "Theynited States Factory System for
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continue trading, nor were they appreclated by the terri-
torial authorities. On September 18, 1815, Governor Edwards
and Indian Agent Auguste Chouteau, in a letter to the
Secretary of War, Qrote "a number of British traders, with
goods to a great amount, on which they have paid no dutiles,
have arrived on the Mississippl, and we feel well assured
that many of the difficulties that have occurred with the
Indians, and which still continue, are justly attributéble
to that class of people."20 '

The agreement betweén Astor and the Montreal merchants
in 1811 was to last five years or until such time as an
exclusion law was passed by the United States prohibiting
unlicensed traders frOm%entering the boundaries df the
. Unlted States. British traders were still operating in the
Indian country in 1815. Therefore, upon recommendation
from Governor Lewls Cass of Michigan Territory, Congresg,
in an effort to curb Canadlian influence, passed a licen-
sing law, ‘_

Licenses to trade with the Indians within the
territorial 1limits of the United States shall

not be granted to any but citizens of the United

States, unless by the express direction of the

President of the United States, and upon such

terms and conditions as the public interest may
in his opinion require,?!

20
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Foreigners who brought merchandise into the territories
without a license could be fined or imprisoned. And, the
governors and Indian agents in the various territories
were allowed to issue the license since they had better
knﬁwledge of the character of the traders, Whether or not
such a law would successfully reduce the British influence
remained to be seen, '
The United States, in 1ts efforts to combat the power

of the private traders, began reestablishing and enlarging
| its previously begun factory system. In councils and con=-
versations with the Indians of the Illinois Territory, the
government learned that many of the complaints of the tribes
were "accompanied by pléas that the United States establish
. factories at other poinfs in the territory besides the one
at Chicago."22 President Madison requested Governor Edwards,
as well as Auguste Chouteau, to "avail yourself of the 0p-l
portunity to inform the Indian tribes that 1t is intended
to establish strong posts very high up the Missiséippi, and
to open trading houses at those points or other suitable
places for their accommodation,?23 By placing posts at
strategic points including the one at Chicago, the govern=-

ment hoped to reach more tribes than it had been able to
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do prior to the war, Newjfactories were to be opened at
Prairie du Chien and Fort Edwards. The govermment would
also enlarge its abllity to policelthe Indian country |

- against foreign traders by adding additional military
forts at Rock Island and Peoria,

The American government was well aware its Indian
policy had to be a concefted effort toward friendship and
understanding of the Indian's needs, The opening of more
factorlies was one way of meeting those needs. Other methods
contained in John Kinzie's plan of trade with'thé Indians

which he reported to the territorial governor of Michigan

included: (1) exclude whiskey from the Indian country; (2) -

employ Indian aéents,who understood the Indian languages
and dispositions; (3) exclude all white men from the Indian
country except those directly authorized by the Uﬁited
States government; and (4)Tp;otect American traders from
British competition by the use of the armed forces located
at strategic points.24 America had to restore trust and
faith as well as influence withféhe Indians, Coﬁmércial.
diplomacy marked Americaanndian relations following the

‘War of 1812.

‘Thomas Forsyth, a trader at Peoria before the war who

was later appointed an Indian agent; also expressed his

24
Yaydon, '"John Kinzile's Place in History," 198-99,
John Kinzie's complete Indian policy which he recommended
to the government in 1815 can be found in Appendix I.- '
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view on trading with the Indians. He felt the British
government had an excellent Indian Department, especially
since no one could be aq'agent unless he knew the language,
customs, and manners of the Indians, 22 Forsyth echoed many
of the thoughts of Kinzie, notably those on liquor and
the excluslion of foreign traders, But, as he stated in
his letter to. Governor Clark on September 22, 1815:
We see few or no A merican traders in any part

of the Illinols Country; two reasons may be given

for this: first, Indlan- goods. . .are always sold

so- high and at very short credit. . .second, 1t

1s 1mpossible that any individual can purchase

goods in this country and sell them as cheap as

the factories,?26
If American traders were furnished with goods as equal in
quality and price as the Canadians, and if foreign emis=-
. sarles were stopped, then the Indian would not make war
against the United States.2” On the other hand, it was well
known by all involved in the trade that the British traders
who were sincere in developing the tréde were greatly.
needed since so few Americans knew the Indian character.

Both Kinzle and Forsyth éaw not the exclusion of all for-

eilgners, but merely thosé-who would wrongly influence the

Indian,
25
Porsyth to Clark Seﬁtember 22, 1815, in "Letter-
Book of Thomas Forsyth, 1814-1818," in Collectlons of the
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26
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CHAPTER V
ECONOMIC RIVALRY
- 1814 - 1818
The reopening of-the government’s trade factory in
chicago, which was closed during the war, certainly sig-
naled the United States' venture into the fur trade. The_u'
Chicago location was advantageous for a variety of réa-
sons, Along with a military post, it served to check the
travel of traders coming from the British dominions to
the Illinois country. The factory's location was also
within the heart of the'Indian country or at least within.
easy reach by water or éverland travel from many villages,
lBy 1815 several of the Illinois Indian tribes lived
elther on the Illinols River or its tributaries. The Pot-
tawatomles, under Main Boc, had a permanent village thirty-
six miles up the Fox River, énd scattered villages were lo-
cated on the headwaters of the Kaskaskia and Kankakee
rivers.) The Kickapso, in addition to-iiving in the Sanga-
mon valley, lived on the Vermilion and Kankakee rivers,

Little Deer, with perhaps 200 braves, was on the Vermilion

1

Wayne C. Temple, ;ndianIVillages of the Illinoils
Country (Springfield, 1958]), 141-42. 0
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and a group of Kickapoos were on the Kankakee with Bad
Sturgeon, a Pottawatomi chief.? Many Pottawatomil also

moved from the Michigan Territory to Chicago as well as

to the Fox River, and large numbers of Ottawa and Chippewa
were in the area.’ The Secretary of War, in September, 18f5,
estimated the Indian population of northern Illinois as:
Sacs and Foxes about 4400; the Pottawatomies numbered

about 4800; the Kickapoos - 'at 1600; and the Winnebagoes
approximately 2400,%

The factor in Chicago was Jacob Varnum and Charles
Jouett was assigned as Indian agent. The factory opened with
a considerable stock as John Mason indicated to the Secretary
of War on July 11, 1815: "goods to the amount of $20,000
are now prepared at this office and will be moved in a very
few days. . .intended for two factories one to be establish-
éd at the Military post on Green Bay of Michigan and one at

which may be located at or near Chicago on Lake Michigan."5
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Furs were to be returned through Mackinac and Erie to
Pittsburgh., On August 20, 1815, Varnum received an involce
of goods being senrnt to Chicago totalling sixty-five pack-'
ages amounting to 39,452.6'Just exactly how successful the
factory would be in competition with the private traders
could not be ascertained since the quality of goods fell
far below what the British could offer. Mason attested to
this when he wrote Varnum in 1815, "these goods are neither
well chosen or as advantageously bought as could be desired
but the scarcity and present high prices of articles sult-
able for our purposes left us no choice in the desire. . ."7.
From 1816 to 1818 the Chicago factory constantly faced
competition from private traders and any success 1t had was
.only temporary. Since the factories operated on the idea
that they could offer cheaper goods, they were plagued with
individual traders, including the British, sending Indians
to the factories to purchase. goods for them. Governor Edwards
- mentioned this very fact to be true in a letter to the Sec-

retary of War in 1815, The Governor also stated that the

6
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inabilities to offer credit and trade with the Indians at
thelr villages were far greater disadvantages to the factory
system than the single advantage of offering cheaper goods.9
All of these restrictions. did not help the commercial dip-
lomacy the United States. government hoped for with the Ine
dians, i

Despite these drawbacks, the Chicago factory opened
and attempted to carry on a profitable trade. From the_per-
1od 1816 to March 1818, recelpts at the factory totalled
32,253, but 1ts expenses netted a loss of $2,000.'C In the
governuent's fiscal statement of merchandise and transporta;
tion costs of goods sent.to the factories and of furs, pel-

tries, and other property recelved, the figures for Chlcago

.1ndicated:

TABLE II

STATEMENT SHOWIKS AMOUNT OF TRADE GOODS ANDb
COST PLUS CASH AND FURS PURCHASED AT CHICAGO

Year Amt. of Goods Cost Cash Amt, from sale of furs
1816  $2,505,93 8514,13 $464,95 - In Operation
1817 5,474,90 922,81 495,01 $4,598.25
1818 1,807.85 388.38 454,02 1,758.57
1819 none none  2,350,21 521.85
b

American State Papers: Indian Affairs, II, 203
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torical Society, LXI (Summer, 1968), 124&.




Certainly, t Here was not'a profit to be found during any of
these years. By 1318 the competition from both American and
British traders was heavy enough to reduce‘the business to
a level at Chicago sufficient enough to only pay the intere
preter.'! The business continued to decline until the face
tory closed in the 1820's,

Two other factorles opened after the war to trade with
the Illinoils Indians. The location of a factory at Prairie
du Chien seemed a sound investment by the government since
many tribes inhablted northern Illinols. And, wilth so many
Canadians in the vicinity, perhaps the factory could steal
their trade. As early as 1811, Nicholas Boilvine, agent at
Prairie du Chien, wrote the Secretary of War on this sub-:
ject. He said "the United States, by the adoption of one
simple measure, can secure this trade and put aﬁ end to the
intercourse between-the;Canadian traders and the Indians.
Prairie du Chien, from its central position, 1s well calcu-

812 14 2180 had the advan-

lated for a garrison and féctory.
tage of belng located near lead mines which the Indians
worked. The Unlted States could make more of a profit in

trade for lead than peltries, especlally since the British

1
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had no use for the element, The factory was still in the
position to trade in furs.13

The Prairie du Chien factory had a checkered career
in its first years of operation, but by 1818 1t appeared
to be making a profit. The government's annual statement

showed the following for the post:

TABLE III
STATEMENT SHOWING AMOUNT OF TRADE GOODS3 AND COST

Year Amt. of Goods Cost Cash  Amt. from sale of furs
1815 $11,126.93  $1,307.16 Established thls year
1816  21,485,26 1,706,41  5424,10 $4,486.39
1817 16,169.86 2,681,67 3,199.32 10, 364.95
1818 - 6,128.84 2,002,06 3,266.77 24,375.55

c

American State Papers: Indian Affairs, II, 203.

Although fiscal year 1818 was a profitable one due to the
amount of 1egd bought, the factory as a whole lost money
over the five year perlod ending 1819. The loss was attri-
butable in part to the ﬁismanagement of the books or the
charg;ng of higher rates than actuallyﬁreported to the
government. In a letter to John W. Johnson at Prairie du

. Chien, Superintendent M¢Kenney questioned the percentage
difference: | '

It appears by the statement that the Merchandlse
bartered was at an average of 145 p# advance on the




cost while that sold for cash was at an advance of
about 10 p% only but on examining your books the
goods appear to be put at the usual advance say
50 p% or upwards, It is for you, Sir, to explain
this difference.14

McKenney was not questioning the devotion to duty of factor
Johnson, but was inquiring into the keeping of incorrect
books.!5 But, in June the Superintendent again challenged
the quarterly return fdr March 31, 1818, thusly:

Hence, whenever you state the cost of the
Goods, you show an advance of 79 pct / per cent_/
but on the 51,687.60 sold for cash you made only
382.27% - which is T4 pct. less than the profit
made on articles, . . . Why is it that you make
so little on what Xgu sell for cash compared with
your barter sales? '

If the factory charged an exorbitant percentage, 1t
was not rendering gOods:to the Indign ap a cheaper price.i
. The Prairie du Chien factory also outfitted traders to
trade on public account.with the Indians aq‘the Fox Lead'
Mines. One such trader,'Miéhael Bribois, was furnished
with $1,788.69% worth of goods from Julj to September
1818.17 The advance charged Bribois was 66 2/3 per cent,

but he may have charged the Indians more, pockefing the

14 \ .
. Reuben Gold Thwaites, ed., "The Fur Trade in WiscOn-
sin," in Collections of the State Historical Society of

Wisconsin, XX (1911), 54, The complete return in 1n Appendix
II. . | .
15
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16.

Ibid. The complefe quarterly return is given in
Appendix II. :

Aperican State Papers: Indian Affairs, II, 332-33.
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extra, and thus leaving'the factory's books invalid.

‘The other factory opened in the Illihois Territory
was.at Fort Edwards on the Mississippi River. Its purposé
was to trade with the Indians bet;een Prairie du Chien -and
St. Iouls. At first, this factory was -a branch of the
Prairie du Chien agency and its factor was Robert Belt. The
factory showed some success, for by 1819 it was made an in-
dependent agency. The government's annual report recorded
that in 1818 the factory was sent $6,293.24 worth of mer-
chandise at a cost of $828.22, and in 1819, %4, 638,82 at i
a cost of $502,11, But, the report stated that the furs,
peltries, and some lead traded were not sold.18 In 1819-
1820 the factory traded with the Sacs and Foxes 2760 beaver
. skins, 922 otter, ]3,44Q raccoon, 12,900 muskrat, 500 mink,
200 wildcat, 680 vear, and 28,680 deer at an estimated value
of #58,000, Also, the féctory reported 286,000 1lbs. of deer
tallow, 3,000 1bs. of feathers, 1,000 1lbs, 0f beeswax, and
about 1,000 bushels of corn annually was traded, !9 If the

estimates were correct,{then the factory was more profitable

18
Ibid., 203
19
Emma H. Blair, ed. and trans,, The Indian Tribes of
the Upper Mississippl Valley and Region of the Great lekes,
as described by Nicholas Perrot, French Commandant in the
Vorthwest; BbBacqueville de la Potherie French Royal Commis-
sioner in Canada; Morrell Marston, Americen Army Offlcer;
and Thomas Fors th Unlted States agent at Fort Armstrong
T_eveland _fy')‘19 1 151 ;




1n 1ts trade than elther the Chicégo or Prairie du Chien
agencles,

‘The ability of the Chicagd, Prairie du Chien, and Fort
Edwards factorles to challenge and destroy the influence Of
the private trader, especilally the Canadian; was never suc-
éessful in the Illinois Territory.-The Illinols Indians did
not trust the intentions of the United States governmgnt;
And, with so many restrictions placed upon the factories, the
Indian's wants and needs were better met by private traders,
The only way the American government could successfully oust
British influence would be to encourage private American
traders. Since there were so few experienced Americans, this
too was difficult. The only hope of capturing the trade for
the United States was to sﬁpport a private American concern
using experienced French-Canadians., The exclusion law of
1816 permitted only licensed traders, but 1f they were worke-
ing for an American company, the economical and political
benefits might be‘worthwhile. The government continued to
put some faith in the trading houses, but eac@ year they
lost money. |

The American concern which competed with the factorles,
eventually helping to destroy‘them, and damaged British in-
fluence was the American Fur Company. The 1816 exclusion law
gave John Jacob Astor the opportunity to buy out the South-
west Fur Company for $100,000, the first payment being
$23,233.07 to McTavish, McGillivrays, and Company, the large



Montreal firm.20 As a resulﬁ of this purchase, Astor employ-
ed the traders and enqagés who had the necessary experience
to trade with the Indians. This placed the trade in American
hands, and, to be legal, the American clerks of the Coopany
applied for and were'issued the licenses by the territorial
authorities.

Astor and his two assoclates, Ramsay Crooks and Robert
Stuart, saw great opportunitles in the trade of the Great
Lakes reglion including Illinois Territory. In a letter to
Crooks in February 1814:concern1ng the region, Astor saild,
"{f we get peace. , .we shall make so much money as you
want by the Indian trade."21 Even those well acquainted with
the trade foresaw the need for a private concern to manage
' 1t. Ramsay Crooks‘had been encouraged by Charles Gratliot, a
trader at St. Iouls, in May 1814 when Gratliot wrote, "the
Indian trade will have-in_future to be carried on by a Compy
to become profitable, . . "22 Even Governor Edwards wrote
the Secretary of War in November 1815, '"whether a plan may
not be devised that wlll be equally advantageous to the
Indian tribes, and more economical to the publlic, whereby

the Indlian trade may, under safeguards, be hereafter carried

20

Kenneth Wiggins Porter, John Jacob Astor, Business
Man (Cambridge, 1931), II, 699. p B
21 . :
Ioid., 687.
22~
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on by individnals or private companies, , . ?23 It was apw
parent that the American Fur Company was expected to have
better success than the factories. |

During the year 1816 The American Fur Company estab-
lished fur trading posts in the Illinois Ierritory: one at
the mouth of Bureau Creek, on the south side of the river{
one three miles below Peoria, on the west side of the T
linois River; six to ten in the interior, between the Il-
linois and Wabash rivers; and three or four on the Rock
River.24 The trading post opposite the mouth of Bureau
Creek was operated by a Mr, Beebeau who kept his accounts
by a system of hlieroglyphics, and the one below Lake Peoria
was called Opa Post with Mr. Beason in charge.?5 Generally,
. the posts were located in the heart of the Indian country |
near the villages. The post on the Rock River wae located
within the Sacs and Foxes' hunting area near the grand detour
and was operated by a trader named ILa Sallier.26 The American

Fur Company operated two major outfits which supplied the

23
4American State Papers; Indian Affairs, II, 63,
2
Elmer Baldwin, History of La Salle County, Illinols
(Chicago, 1877), 7Th-5. ’
25
Caroline M., McIlvaine, ed., The Autobilography of
Gurdon Saltonstall Hubbard (Chicago, 1911), &47-8.
26
L. B, Neighbour, "0ld Trading Post, First House of
the White Man in Lee County," in Journal of the Illinois
State Historical Society, XX (ApriI, 19277, TOZ.
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- many posts located on the rivers. One outfit, which ihcluded
the Chicago area, was under John Kinzlie, and the other,
knownlas the Illinois outfit, was headed by Antoine Des-
champs. The Illinois brigade had a dozen boaté which could
carry three tons of merchandise.27_Each of the outfits were
prepared at the Mackinac headquarters of the American Fur
Company. -

Although the company succeeded in establishing 1its
‘posts, Astor expected heavy opposition from the Britisﬁ
traders..He requested President James Monroe to allow the
Indian agents in the territories to grant licenses, and,
when the President agreed, the company was able to engagé
specific Frendh-Canadians to trade.28 since many of these
- traders were working for the American Fur Company, the faq-
tory operators complained about the men's characters., The
superintendent of the Indian trade wrote to the Acting
Secretary of War on March 19, 1817, in reference-to Prairie

du Chien and Chicago, that "how Major Puttoff, Indian agent

at Macklinack could license traders for this territory, is
'surprising to all Americans here, The blackest of characters

were permitted, and are now trading with the Indians in every

direction, "9

27
Milo M. Quaife, Chicago and the 01d Northwest 1673-
1835, A Study of the evolution of the Northwestern Frontier
ogether with & Histoly of Fort Dearborn (Chicago, 1913), 2718
28 ;

29
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The factor at Chicago was not pleased to see the Ameri-
can Fur Company employees, nor was Astor enthusiastic about
the factories. Jacob Varnum complained about the British
subjects in the Chicagb area.30 Already John Kinzie and
Jean Baptiste Chandonnalis were working in Chicago, and Jean
Baptiste Beaubien joined them from Milwaukee in 1818, The
firm of Conant and Mack from Detroit also had an agent,
John Crafts, some French-Canadians, and a post known as
"Hards_crabble."31 To the dismay of Varnum, Kinzie purchased
seventy-three packs of furs from the redman, in addition to
$1,087 worth of peltries which he had already sold to Mr,
Beaubien, 2 In late 1816, Kinzie purchased $16,000 worth of
goods from Maékinac and $4,000 worth from Detroit.33

The use of liquor in the fur trade was strictly for-
bidden, but the American Fur Company found it necessary to
use it in order to eliminate its competition. Governor
Edwards ordered that the Indian agents should prohibit all
persons from carrying liquor by threat of punishment. If

oné were caught violating this order a second.time, he would

30
Haeger, "The American Fur Company and the Chicago of

1812-1835, " 124,
31 -
Pierce, A History of Chicago, I, 26.

32

James Ryan Haydon, "John Kinzie's Place in History,"
Transactions of the Illinois State Historical Soclety, XXXIX
f1932%3 189.
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be driven froﬁ the area.:DeSpite the law, Kinzle was
shipped a keg of Maderie wine, and Chandonnals ordered
four barrels of whiskey.3%

During the year 1818, the American Fur Company extend-
ed 1ts 1nfluence over all-the'Illinois Territory. Gurdon
Hubbard, who became an employee of the company in northern
Illinols, recorded that'the trading posts on the Illinois
‘River were located every sixty or seventy miles.35 In the
company's settlemeﬁt book of 1817-1818, the amount of goods
involced to employees on the Illinols River was: Amable
Turpin, $316.35; Alexis Lecomrte, $233.33; Louls Genereux,
$375.85; Joseph Deschenaux, 3329.00; Antoine Deschamps,
$329.00; and Joseph Deschamps, $200.85.30 The company's
. roster of employees for 1818-1819 showed that thirteen were
working in the Prairie du Chien area, thirty on.the Illinoils
River, seventeen on the Wabash River, and others on the Kan-

kakee and Desplalnes rivers.37 Most of these were boatmen,

34
Crooks to Kinzle and Crooks to Chandonnals, September
19, 1818, American Fur Company Letter Book, I (February 10,
1818 to September 22, 1818), 135. Photostat University of
Illinoés Historical Survey.
3
Solon Buck, Illinois 1n 1818, 2d ed. rev. (Urbana,
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Settlement Book, 1817-1818, Robert Stuart Manuscripts,
American Fur Company Papers, 1817 to May, 1826, foll., Chi-
cago Historical Soclety,

37
Reuben Gold Thwaites, ed., "American Fur Company Em-

ployees - 1818-1819," 1in Collections of the State Historical
Society of Wisconsin, XII (1903), 154=59.
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all with French names; the Wabash outfit used three inter-
preters and three boatmén;'and the Kankakee group consisted
of one clerk and two boatmen.3S |
The American Fur Company also expanded to the Mississip~ |
pi River below Prairie du Chien., A license had been issued
to Russell Farnham in 1817 to trade on the Mississippi
River,J9 Farnham began hls operations in competition with
the United States trade factory at Fort Edwards, and by
1318 there were twenty-two men employed by the American Fur
Company on the lower part of the river.40 The department of
the Mississippl under Farnham was successful, although at
times the company traders ran into competition with indepen-
dent traders from St. Louls, The area abounded with bands of
.. Sac and Fox Indians. Living near Fort Armstrong at Rock Is-
land were approximately 1,000 men of a Sac villﬁge, and near-
by was a Fox settlement of 200 warriors.#! Whatever success
Farnham had with the Indlans, he did not have with the
Army. Not only did he néed a license from the proper authore

1ties to trade on the Illinois.side of -the Mississippi River,
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Paul Chrisler Phillips, The Fur Trade (Norman, 1961),
I, 367. :
39
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but he also needed one from the governor of Missourl Ter-
ritory at St, Louls. In a letter from Major Wllloughby_Mor-
gan to General Smith in St. Louls on September 27, 1817, the
Major stated,
Sir - I send to Bellfontaln underguard two mac=-
kinac Boats with thelr masters and crew., You will
percelve by the enclosed papers that Lt. Colonel
Chamber ['%rairie du Chien / has positively pro-
hibited them from trading or even conversing with
the Indlians untill they shall have obtained 1li-
cense from Govr., Clark yet they openly declared
that 1t was thelr intentlon to commenze trading
two or .three miles below this place, 32
The two boats evidently belonged to the American Fur Com-
pany, for on April 16, 1818, Ramsay Crooks, in a letter to
Lewls Cass of Michigan Territory, complained about the use
of the government's licensing and checking power.z*3

The 1incident caused some concern with the territorial
government of Illinois and injured Farnham's trade. In 1818
Governor Edwards emphasized the defectiveness of the licen-
sing procedure to Thomas McKenney who transmitted the views
to the chairman of a select committee on Indian affairs to
establish additional trading houses., The Governor stated,

"any person who tends & bond with sufficlent security. . .1is

42
Thwaites, ed., "The Fur Trade in Wisconsin," XIX,
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Crooks to Cass, April 16, 1818, Letter Book of Ramsay
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entitled to demand a license as a matter of right."44 The
government, despite the factory system's faults, was con-
sldering the establishment of a trading house on the Il-
linols River, half-way between the mouth of the river and
Lake Michigan.45 The prospect of another trading factory

in Illinolis competing with the American Fur Company and

the complaints of the territorial government about the

many French-Canadians in the area led both Crooks and

Ramsay Stuart to suggest the following to Astor: '"let a
Young American accompany each, to learn the language of the
natives, and get a knowledge of the trade. The 0ld Stock
willl soon disappear, and leave you with the undivided Con-
troul of all the Indlans within the 1llmits of the Unlted

; States.46 In 1818 the President gave orders that no forelgners
were to be licensed to trade with the Indlans, nor could
foreigners accompany American traders. The Indian agents
prompted this law because of thelr complalints about the in-
discriminate licensing of French-C&nadians and the uncivili-
zining effects they were having on the tribes.lAlthough

there was some relaxation of the law on the frontier, agents

44 -
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did refuse licenses, and this eventually effected the
American Fur Company's ability to trade with the Indians.
The company trader_continued to use the same types of
goods that were used 1n-the trade for many years. Russeli
Farnham had been sent goods such as rifles from London,
beaver traps, blangets,'kettles, wampum, gun powder, and
cheap callicoes.4” W. W. Matthews purchased at Montreal
similiar articles for the American Fur Company: brdaches,
arm and wrist bands, ear wheels, ear bobs, and Oxhilde
shoes.48 The furs the traders received from the Indian in
return could command the following prices in 1818: beaver,
44 per pound; bear, $5; otter, $5; raccoon, 54; fats,‘224'
25 cents; buckldeer, 90 cents; and does, 65 cents.49 Crooks
- reported to Farnham that prices for hls furs were: deer
(proportions of bucks to does) at*$1 each; exchange for
muskrats at 25 cents; raccoon, 50 cents; otter, $4.50 per
pound; beaver, $3.50; and buffalo robes at $3.25 each.20
Prices changed with locat;on and condition. In a letter from

Ramsay Crooks to William H. Wallace at Fort Harrison near

47 :
Crooks to Farnham, March 17, 1819, Ramsay Crooks
Letter Book, American Fur Company Papers 173, Chicago His-
torical Society. : , . i
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50
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- Terre Haute in 1819, thé price of raccoon pelts was 43
cents each, otter was $3.50 per pound, beaver skins varied
at $3,00, and musk;ats were considered too high at 25
cents.51

As Illinois approached statehood in 1818, the Indian

trade was still a competitive business between the govern-
ment factorles and the American Fur Company. The factqries.
were on the losing end of this competition, In 1818 Jacob
Varnum's trade at Chicago amounted to only $25.52 The fail-
ure and‘eventual_death of the factory system can be attri-
buted to a numbér of conditions. Being & government insti-
tution, the factory operated under many rules and regulations
that prevented i1t from meeting the needs of the Indian.

. Among the many restricéions was the inability of the gystem
to follow the Indian toéhis villages with quality goods.

Governor Cass wrote the Secretary of War in SeptemberI1818

concerning goods sold at the public t rading houses: "I have

no means of ascertalning the quantity of,éoods which they

[ tactories_/ annually sell, but I am certain 1t constitutes

a very small portion‘of.tbe amount, which enters and is sold

in thls extensive countr_y."53 A major reason for the fallure

51
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of the factorles was the misunderstanding by the Indian of
the system's purpose. Major Marston, commander at Fort Arm-
strong, realized this when the Indians told him, "You are a

pash-i-pash-i-ti, (a fool) our Great Father 1is certainly no

trader, he has sent those goods to be given to us, as pre=-
sents; but his Agents are endeavouring to cheat us, by
selling them for our peltries."54 |
The government.was.also hampered by 1ts inabillity to
invest enough money ;n‘the factory system. A private con-
cern had the capital to operate, especlally since 1t could
follow the Indian with more personnel, Governor Cass em=
phasized this point to the Secretary of War on September
14, 1818: "the‘capital employed by Government in this quar-
_ter is so small compared with the general amount of the
trade, as to produce little effect."55 And, with reference
to the competition, the Governor concluded, ''the public
trading establishments injure the private traders by bring-
‘1ng into competition with them in the Indian market a_capital
for the use and management of-ﬁhich no advance 1is reqﬁired,

and that they render the Government obnoxious and contemp=-

tible to the Indians."56 Out of the whole enterprise, less
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than a third of the government's investment of $300,000 was
recovered, and what merchandise remalined was considered so
second-rate as not to be worthy of gifts to the Indians.>7
In his own words, Governor Ninian Edwards expressed the dife-
ficultlies faced by the factories:

On this supposition, Mr., Johnson (our factor)
arrives at Prairie du Chien next autumn with his
#10,000 worth of goods; Mr, Dickson, having ob=-
tained an equal quantity at St. Joseph's, reaches
the Indian villages about the same time. Both of
these gentlemen are bound to refund to thelr res-
pective Governments the cost of the goods, includ~
ing the expense of transportation. The Indians to
whom they must vend them are, the Menomonies, Win-
nebagoes, Sac, Foxes, Chippweas, and Sioux, (the
very Indians intended to be supplied by our factor).
The former remains stationary at Prairie du Chien,
selling only to those Indians who go there prepared-.
to make prompt payment; the latter pursues the
usual course of the trade, and sends hils engages
to winter with the Indians on their hunting -
grounds, Can any man in this world, at all acquain=-
ted with the geography of the country, the situation
and the habits of the Indlans, and the history of
the fur trade, hesitate to belleve that, under
such circumstances, the latter gentleman would be
able to sell the most goods, to obtain the best
price, and g make the earliest payment to his
Government?

The extinction of the factories came in 1822. Those
who lobbled against the factory system were none other

than agents of the American Fur Company who found a
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speaker in Missourl Senator Thomas Hart Benton. The Ameri-
can Fur Company continued to dominate the trade in Illinois
until the Indians finally ceded theilr lands and moved

across the Mississippl River in the face of advancing set~

tlements.
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CHAPTER VI
CONCERNING MEANS AND ENDS

The history of the fur trade in Illinols has been
shown as a highly competitive busiﬁess between three do-
mineering nations: France, Great Britain, and the United
States. For a century and a quarter, these countries com=-
peted with each other for political domination over the
Illinols country. The streams and wllderness areas served
as the battleground in which France, then Great Britailn,
and finally, the United States struggled to win the friend-
'ship of the varlious tribes.and galn control of thelr trade.

- Although wars were fought between the nations for the geo-

graphical control of the 0l1ld Northwest, much of the economic

rivalry was carried on by the fur trader and his canoe. It
was these frontiersmen who carried thelr boats over portages,
built thelr posts along the rivers, and made the initial
coﬁtacts with the Indians. Though'the.Indian tréder saw him-
self as a free agent trying to make a profit and covet the
friendship of the Indians, the bureaucrats in the capital
citlies saw him as a diplomat spearheading thelr dominance of
the Indiah and his lands;

The importance of any staple, whether it be cotton,

104
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steel, manufactured goods, or industrial products, can.be :
traced as the 5asis of an economically dominated area. The.
economic history of Illindis prior to statehood was almost. -
totally controlled by the Indian trade. The abundance pf |
fur-bearing animals in the streams and rivers of Illinois
cotipied with the numtine and LPapping SSORGELGH Of -THE -
dian culture was the foundation for the fur trade. Thus,
Illinois became important to those nations which sought to
use this trade as the basis of their new world empires.

The French were the first to explore Illinois, to es=
tablish settlements, and to exploit the fur trade for pro-
fit. ﬁittle did Father Marquette realize that the Church

would take a sécondary role to the coureurs de boils in';n-

. fluencing the Indians. The French government was not con- -
cerned with the Indian's soul as much as it was with his
trade, For 1f France were to realize its dream of establish-
ing 2 colony, it needed:anleconomic foundation. French
colonial policy was aimed at controlling and further deve-
loping the Indian trade._Only'through.this\entéfprise could.
-Ffaﬁce.attain any measure of world importance as a coionial
power in Ndrth America, Great Britain was already developing
her colonial strength on the Atlantic seaboard, and Spain
controlled the southern portion of North America, | |
The development of good relations with the Indlans, the

use and growth of waterways as highways, the beginnings of



settlements, and the establishment of posts are all accre-
dited to the French. The eventual settlement of Illinois
might have been retarded had not the French laid the founda=-
tion for-the state's development and growth through the fur |
trade. Even when France lost political control of Illinois,
Frenchmen still dominated the trade.

In replacing.France as the political heir to the Il-
linols country, Great Britain introduced new methods in
conducting the Indian trade. France relied upon the indepen=-
dent trader to carry on not only the trade, but also diplo-
matic relations with the tribes. The British took a more
institutional approach to the enterprise, By the latter
half of the eighteenth century, the market in Europe demand-
,ed more and more furs. The Industrial Revolution left Eng-
land with an efficient drganizational attitude toward manu-
facfuring and trade. The government in London -sought to in-
stitutionalize the Indign trade through companies regulated
by the Board of Trade.

To promote friendlier relations with the Indians, main-
tain peacéful conditions on the frontier, and meet the demands
of the fur market in Eﬁrope, Britain encouraged large organ-
izations to carry on the trade, These assoclations could
effectively meet the needs of the Indian for trade goods
while at the same time assure the British of political con-
trol over Indian lands. In the last quarter of the eighteenth

century, the fur trade grew to such proportions that it



could be only handled by'cOmpanies with the personnel, capi=-
tal, and access to cheaper manufactured trade articlés.‘But
even Wwith these advantages, the British traders had to com=-
pete with the independent Frenchmen. |

In spite of the competition, the English made their
contribution to the Indian trade in the 01d Northwest by
placing the trade on a more permanent foundation, Illinois
became the mainstay of two important British concerns, the
Northwest and Mackinaw Companies. Both of these organizations
were vital to England's trade relations with the Indians and
the maintainence.of heristrong position in the 0ld Northwest.
Thus, even after the American Revolution, the econommic his-
tory of Illinois was dominated by Britain's desire to re-

. tain control of the trade.

When Americans won?their independence, the ﬁnited_States
gained political jurisdiCtion 6ver the Indian trade south of
the Great lakes. But thq-lack of experience of American tra-
ders prevented them from driving the British out of the -
newly acquired territorj. The English contended that immedi-
"ate removal of their poéts would bring fimancial disaster to
the Canadian merchants..Not unt11l1796 did the British final=-
ly remove their posts north of the international boundéry.
During the twelvé year period from the end of the revolution_
to the signing of Jay's Treaty, the English traders continued

to carry on their commerce with the Indians.
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The first American attempt to secure the fur trade was
made by the United States government 1tself as a competitor
with the private companies and individual traders.. The plan
was largely one of benevolence toward the Indian and was
established under the Congressional Act of 1796 which pro-
vided for the bullding §f trade factories in the Indian
country. The factorles were designed to assure the Indians
of a falr trade and to hinder the harmful practices of the
forelgn traders. The government’s trade system operated for
twenty years, but remained ineffective in competing with and )
lessening British influence, The paternalistic attitude of .
the American government aided in the downfall of the factory
enterprise, Bﬁt as a government institution, the trading
. houses were strapped with too many rules and regulations
that did not affect the.foreign trader. Desplite 1its many.
faults, the government'venture was somewhat self-sustaining
and it did drive many of its competitors to becoming ardent
opponents of the institution. |

The most outspoken antagonist of the factofy sysﬁem was
John Jacob_Astor. His enterprise, the American Fur Comﬁany,
was the only commercial'hope of the United States in actively
competing with the British traders in Illinois. During the
War of 1812 much of the trade in Illinois was curtailled and
and Astor had the opportunity to make the American Fur Com-

pany supreme 1in the trade of :the Great Lakes region. He
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succeeded in buying out;the Southwest Fur Company, the
British concern which conducted most of the trade and com-
peted with the factorles., Astor was also instrumental in in-
fluencing Congress to exclude all forelgn trading companies
from working on United States territory. Certainly, the
United States' success in curtailing British influence and
gaining control of the trade wouid not have been possible
had 1t not been for the capital, personnel, and efficient
businesé methods of the American Fur Company., Finally, the
Indian trade in Illinois was in American hands élthough Ag=
tor's enterprise was glven & virtual monopoly.

The history of the'Indian trade in Illinois is also’
the history of.contact between the European and American
-cilvilizations. The trade goods the Indlan received helped
to change his way of 1life. His limited culture pfovided the
trader with an endless demand for the more advanced European
products., As the Indlans became more and more dependent upon
the trader, they also fell victims to the evil influence of
tie European, Littl¢ did the Indian realize thaﬁ he was be-
ing used by the governmental leaders of France, Great Britain,
and the Unlited States as they each sought control of Illinolis.
This aspect of the trade 1s what makes 1ts conduct so per-
plexing. The independent trader ;as content to carry on his
business with the Indlan devoid of any political - strings

from his country. But, as colonial growth, capitalism, and



1nternatlonal\polit1cs intertwined themselves with the trade,
the whole enterprise took on a vicious nature. The struggle
over domination of the Great Iakes trade resulted in wars,
chaos among the Indians, and a seethirng influence to use

the Indian for political gains.

Tﬁe century and a half over which the Indian trade was
conducted in Illinois left its impression on the state's
history. Fur traders made the initial exploration of the
Illinois rivers and contacts with the Indians. Illinols was
at the center of the cutthroat competition between three

natlons. The French coureurs de bols and voyaguers sought

to make the territory part of ‘the'economic foundation of
thelr New Worid empires, Great Britaln maintalned its domin-
. ence over the area and the trade through large fur trading
organizations until the War of 1812. The United States at-
tempted to covet the Indian's friendship through its govern;
ment factory system. Finding_thié method ineffective, the
United States suppbrtedrand alded, with congressional legié-
lation, the efforts of the American Fur Company in driving -
British competition out of the Great Lakes region. '

The fur trade fostgred the development and groﬁth of
settlements 1n Illlnols; The French communitles of Kaskaskla,
Cahokia, and Peoria owe their economic existence to posts
bullt by the traders and fur trad%ng companies, Traders from
the Southwest, Michilimackinac, and American Fur Companies

established stations on the interior rivers of Illinois.
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These traders Jjoined others in opening contacts with the In-
dians that later proved essential in acquiring Indian lands.
Chicago was founded as a direct result of the Indlan trade.
Jean Baptiste du Sable, a black French trader, locatedlhls
post there in 1779, Later, the United States government
bulilt one of 1ts trade factories at Chicago, and the Ameri-
can Fur Company used the area as its entrepot for the Illin-
ols country. Private traders also Spearheaded the advance
of settlements by opening up the wilderness, Traders like
the ILartoniere brothers, who had a post on the Sangamon
River, brought the white man's culture to the Indian thus
changing the tribal way of 1life, and making the Indian de-
pendent upon the white man, |

The changes brought about in the Indian's culture re-
sulted in his eventual removal from Illinols. Consequently,
the Indian trade's cont:ibution in Illinois 1s a negative

one. The fur trader was the avant guarde of civilization's

advance into the frontier., But the trader brought behind

him the greedy, competitive, and selfish aﬁtitude of settlers
whose only desire was to dfive the Indian from hls lands,

The Indian was duped into signing treatlies by political
leaders who used the fur trade in winning the Indian's de-

pendence and confidence, not his friendship.
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APPENDIX I

John Kinzle, #ho had been a trader at Chicago before -
the War of 1812, was sent on a mission by the territorialv'
government of Michigan to ascertain why the Indians of the
Chicago region were so adverse to the United States agd
American traders. This 1s his recommendations to Lewis
Cass of Michigan Territory on the commerce with the Indian
in April 1815,

1. To give notice to all the tribes of Indians
as early as possible that peace is established be=
tween the Government of Great Britaln and the United
States, and

‘2. To call the different tribes to a general
council to settle a peace between the hostile tribes
residing on the American boundary and the United
States as soon as possible, and '

3. At the different posts that may be established
(appoint) agents who are acquainted with the dispo-
sition and the language of the Nations,

4, To establish factories at each post,

5. To admit the natives to give in the memorandums
for such articles as may best suit the climate, (and)
of the annuities that are allowed each nation,

6., To adopt the system of having the villages of
each nation as few as possible, and

7. To allow the traders to reside only in the
villages, not to carry goods into the hunting camps,

8. And also to prevent spirituous liquors entering
into the boundarles, )

9. Agents not to receive from the natives any pre-
sents but what may be consldered to be deposited in
some place appointed by the Superintendent for the
use of the Government, and the -Indians to recelve
for the same payments only out of such goods as are
appointed here as presents, or sent to the factory
and pald there as value,

10, The annulties to be delivered to the nation
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in the presence of the factors, or Commandant of the
Garrison where the agent reslides, and thelr certi-
fication to accompany the Indian receipts,

11, Agents to visit thelr districts twice a
year,

12, To consider the chiefs as thelr assoclates
and at times to invite (them) to his table so as
to iunsplire the Young men of thelr villages that res-
pect i1s shown to thelr leaders,

13. Agents not to carry on any mercantile trans-
action with Indians or others,

14, Agents to be empowered to gilve medals to
such Indians as they may concelve are worthy to be .
made chlefs,

15. To grant licenses to such traders as are of
good character only and that the trader give good
security according to law,

16, Goverament to lay out roads through the
Indian territory from Post to Post, particularly
from Detroit to St. Joseph due west, there being
but sixty miles of land carriage between the waters
of ILake Erie and Michigan,

17. To settle friendly Indlans, Shawneese, and
Delewares, 1in the lands occuplied by the Kickapoos
lying between the Illinols River and the Wabash,

18. To occuoy Chicago, Green Bay, & the prairie
du Chien as Military posts,

19. To hold all councils by giving wampum in
lieu of writing instruments,

~ 20. To prevent cltizens to settle in the Indian
boundary, also to prevent ciltlizens to destroy their
game,

21, The Government to be as liberal as possible
in allowing them provisio?s. Gunsmiths would be use=
ful, on to each garrison,

1

James Ryan Haydon, "John Kinzie's Place in History,"
Transactions of the Illinols State Historical Soclety,

XXXIX (1932), 19%-95,




APPENDIX II

The quarterly report figuers from Prairie du Chien

factory on May 6, 1818 that the Superintendent of the

Indian Trade questioned.

REPOR? FROM PRAIRIE DU CHIEN FACTORY, MAY 6, 18184

Bartered for Furs etc cost
Articles had by yourself
and asStecececcceceaccccas
Indian Dept estimated cost
Contingent a/c estimated
COSDTeecectescsoencncads
had by interpreter esti-
nated coSteeeeccccccans
Sold for casn estimaled

Reuben Gold Thwaltes, ed.,

8873.55 per $2144.,08 gain

225.02
18.37

211,22
42,09
1698.90

1

259.26
36.T4

316.84
71.39
1974.39

"

1"

$1330.53

34,24
18.37

105, 62

29,30
180.84

"The Fur Trade in Wiscon-

sin," in Collections of the State Historical Society of

Wisconsin, XX (1911), S54.

1%



APPENDIX II {con't)

The quarterly report figures from Paririe du Chien

Indian trade questioned.

factory on June 24, 1818 that the Superintendent of the

REPORT FROM PRAIRIE DU CHIEN FACTORY, JUNE 24, 1818¢€

What sold or barter'd for

sold for Cost of Goods Profit -
Furs and PeltrieS..... 5913.74 $463,632 $450.10 3/4
Indian MattS..ceececos B 2.30 3.70 -
wax, Tallow etC.cecees 25.55 13.19 12.35
Corn.............-..o- 18.75 9.81 8-94
FeatherSeeeeecececaoses 9.37% 2.45 6.92§-
Indian Curiosities.... 4,00 1.05% 2.94
Had by Yourself....... 110,97% 96.49 3/4 14.47§
" " R, B. Belteeeoo 47,02 40.89 6,13
" " Interpreter,... 23,91 3/4 14,34 3/4 9.57
Paid on contingent a/c
201,08 120.20% 80.873

in Merchandise..eceee

For Cash....'.........

1360.40% 764.37 3/4 5956.02%

1687.60 Cost not stated 82.27%
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