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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

Military intervention in the political affairs of a nation has become a
phenomenon in today's world. It is worth noting, however, that political philo-
sorhers have usually considered it ummaturale. Due to the fact that social sci-
entists have refused to accept this as & matural occurence, studies on this to-
pic have been few and limited, The major works done in this area have been in
the form'of srticles. As early &s the 1930's military intervention into politics
w;; considﬁfcd &s an aberration,

Samuel P. Auntington, Morris Janowitz and other authors on military insti-
tutions in developing areas, have identified several factors which tend to re-
tard scholarly research in this field., These include: a) personal values of so=
cial scientists; b) the intellectual postures which tend to discourage such re-
search; c) the irherent secrecy of military institutions; d) the political sensi-~
tivity of this type of resasarch with regards to the leaders of these nations;

¢) the pervasiveness of liberal ideology which tends to either ignore the military
Al
or to treat it as an aberration,

However this topic has come into sharper focus lately due to the repezted occur-
rence of military take-overs in the developing nations. The latest coup happened
in September of 1973 im Chile when the military took over the government of Allende.
Ls the governmental agencies of these countries are being replaced by military

personnel, a large amount of the national budget is allocated to military expendi-
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tures. In Africz 2lone with a ponulation of 270,900,000 the milit-ay erxpenditure
2
in 1966 was eight billiom dollars, ¥ith a figure like this, one is trmphed to

criticize such military expenditures when the people of these nstions remain un-
educated, hungry «ad sicke. With regards to the defense budget as a percent of the
Gross National Product, Zaire comes first with an expenditure smounting to 5.9%.
Somalia comes second with a 5,0% followed by Jongo Brazzaville with a 4.7%. Mali
and Sgdan come fourth with a 3.5% while Ghana takes the eighteenth vosition with

2.3;:'

FLTHODCOLOGY

I intend to use Ghaneisn military experience zs a case study and to compare
empiriczl data of the civilian rcgime of Kwami Nkrumah {1960-1956) with %hat of the
military regime that overthrew him (1966-1969). iIn so doing, ons should be sble to
make & realistic judgement as to which of these governments is the more moderni-
zing agent, By modernization, I mean the degree to wkich the military and the
civilian govermments brought development in Ghana in terms of zdequste social wel-
fare programs, more schools, more hezlth facilities and better housing.

Iy data come from two primary sources. Onc¢ will be econcmic statistics from
the Chsinaian Embas:zy in Washington., Materizl from this source includes reports of
the various commissions of inquiry set up by the military Nationzl lLiveration Coun~
cil just after the coup; their inquiries were designred to find out Wkrumah's ex-
penditures as well as his corruptions. The secon3d source comes from periodiczls and
other publications sucn a2s the Unitcd Netions Statistical Year Book.

Aklthough I will rely heavily on the nrimary sources, it is worth ncting that they
may te inaccurszte and insufficient. Some goverrments have the vendency of eithor
reporting fslse figures to vrotect the integrity of their regime or refusing to
zive out certain economic, social or nolitical dete if they feel that the revelation
of such da2ta couls ®e a2gzinst toeir intzrest. One may therefore find discrepenci:cs

in ststisticzl figures between those nrovided by the goverament concernsd znd thssc
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made by other organizations like the World Bank 2nd internatisnsl orgsnizations
collecting statistical data in that country.

I chos¢ to do my research on Ghana for many reasons, Ghana has been the 'model!’

nation in Africa for ktoth African countries aznd students of African affairs, The
grestest African fancient Kingdom in the 16th century flourished in Chanz, It is
believed that commerce and naticnalistic rolitical activities in Africa began in this
Empire,

In the 20th century, Ghana continues to be the lcaiing modern naticn in Lirica.
It was the first blsck African ceuntry that achieved independence from Eritain,
under Kwami Nkrumah the leader of the Pan African movement. It was Ykrumah who
called for independence for all of African nations and an eventual formiétion of
the United States of Africa under cne government.h Kwaemi Nkrumsh suprorted guerrille
movements in the Portuguese African territories and South Africa in their fight for
independence,

According to European standards, st the time of its independence, Ghanz was
an 'advanced! country. It had 2 large middle class of civil servants and a profzssicn
al class as well as merchants. It alsc hzd the highest standard of education in all
of Africa south of the Sahsra and a high literacy rate. About 25% of the pzople over
14 years of age are literate. Approximately 13.3% of the populstion is in nrimagy
school and secondary school compzred to 11,5% in the Congo and 1.L% in Zthiopia./

I 21lso chose to do 2 nationzl rather then a cross-national study because I
think that cross-national research in this field is not only too extensive for time
availctle but is unneccessarye ¥hat seems to be most important is to test, using
empirical data, certain clsims about military institutions by Western scholarse.

These cleims arguc that the military is the most modermizing institution in develop-

ing areas., My rescarch will -ttempt to evaluate this claim with regsrd to Ghszng,
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My proposals are bescd upon certain theories or sssunptions stout military
government in developing areas made by Western writers., For the sake of clarity
I shall divide the proposzls into two grouns: 1) D:fense ixpenditures and 2.
Zeonomic Developmental Pclicies.

Defense Zxpenditure

One of the major reasons wisy military instituticons exist in Africa is to
protect the nationsl interest and the militaryts own professionalism. In some
countries where the military is independent of the civilian govermnent, s8 was
the case of Sierra Leone befcre the coup of 1967, military expenditures in the
i2tional budget were very small. The army was ill-equipped in terms of uni-
forms and militsry <quipment., This low militery profile wzs sustained by the
belief among the polivicel leiders that the army, given more attention and
better standsrds of living, would become involved in the political grocess in
tn: sense of increasing their demsnds. Therefore the lesders tried to keen thne
ermy apolitical by keeping expenditures small. The military in some countriecs,
like Ghana during Nkrumeh's regime, are ill-equipped and inferior in compsrison
to their comterparts in other countries. Therefore after 5 wilitery takc-~over
one could expect & substantial increase in expenditures in defense.

Lconomic Developmcntal ¥olicies

The economic aspect of modernization has been a major causc of instability
in geveloping areas. The major problem arez is the phenomencn of rising ex-
pectaticnse Ia an effort to mobilize the people against the colcnial power,
the elites of thesc naticns hid promiscd a better ztzndard of living for &ll.

They bzd blamed the under development of the nstion on the prescnce ol the colon-

g

¢l power. In most couniries these elites were able to zttuin the irndependence

oQ

T their individuwel countries, However, zfter indeszndence they soon Zound
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out that economic development was not ss easy &s getting rid of the cclomial
power. They realised thet they covld not fulfill the promises they made to the
people. This resulted in frustration within the masses. These frustrations

are channeled to activitiszs which tend to erode the ligitimecy of the govern-
ment's authority. The instability that usuzlly occurs causes ths army to inter-
venz in the psliticsl process., However taking over the civilian government

does not ensure a ready-made legitimscy for the military regimez. The militzry
regime, like its civilian countsrpart, has to scquire ite legitimzcy by insuring
economic benefits for the pzople and relative politicel stability,

WJestern writers of military institutions in the developing arezs have
tneorized that the military govermments zre the most moderamizing agent in thece
arcas, They support such theories by referring to the training abroad of the
officer corps, the *festern model of military organization which their naticns
scquired after independence and the demand for efficiency which they szy is
natural in all military institutions.

If such assumptions hold true cne could hypothesize the followimg on ¢cono-

mic policies: a) substantial military involvement in the political process will
be followed by a rclative increzse in economic development/infra-structurs
expenditures, (agricultural, industrial, end trazde expenditures); b) a sub-
stantial militsry involvement in the political process will not be followed ty

an increzse in sccial expenditures,.

CHAPTER I1
THE EVOLUTION OF MILITZRY INSTITUTIONS AND ITS IMPLOT ON THE PROCEST OF MGDIRWNIZATION
Scholzrly literature in this areca can be dividz3d into three groups; 1)li-

tereture tist dezls with the history of military ianstituticns in Africa; 2)li-

tarrtarr thay tries to +¥plzin why the militzry intervenss into the noliticzl

Fony

processes The zuthors of this tvpe of 1iteratur: tend to look at the sconimic
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and social instability of the nations ss the cause of the military coupe.

3) Literature that shows the soldier as & political administrator. Such wri-
tings are usually case studies in which :2uthors try to evaluste the leadership
of the military govermment in & particular country.

In @11 three zreas, social scientists hsve been more preoccupied with
research dealing with the exnlanation of the sociil and eccnomic conditicns tha
cause.the military to intervene, Therefore¢ the major literature on militery
institutions in 4eveloping arexs is of this kind.

There are three major writers on this topic. All of these writers asgree
to what seems to be the msjer points. These authors are Pisrre Van den Bergzhe,
James S. Coleman, znd Belmont Brice Jr., There are, of course, others like
Jlaude E, Welch, Samuel Huntingter, Henry Bicnen, Morris Janowitz who have made
contributions to the study of military institutions in developing areas,

Van den Berghe in his article, "The Military and Politic2l Change in &Lfrica,"
identifies seven types of armies in the evolution of Lfrican militery insti-
tutions. The first one he calls the Raiding-Citizens Army. This type of army

is’ found during the stateless society in Africa beforec the coming of Zuro-
pzan into the continent. The army itself is mono-ethnic in the sense that it
is made up of able-bodicd men from a single tribe. It is formed spontanecusly
when there is a threst of war from another tribe. 4ge grade determines the
military divisions to which an individual is eassigned. PFor this resson, cach
division is made up of men or boys of the same age.

The second type of army is the Pzlace &nmny. The development of centrzlized
monzrchies during the period of the great smpirss of Chanz, Mali znd ‘shanti,
traneformed the Reiding Army to the Pslsce frmy. During this period some kind
of erganiz-tion in the 87fairs of the state was in its embryonic stage. The

Falzce Army s the name literslly implies, constitutes the major instruments of
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power of the esta®lishment--the king, the ncbility snd the clergy of the ofiicizl
religions It is s well organized army and recruitment to it is permanent. The
cfficer corpg is made up of men of asristocratic familizs while the ordinary
soldier is of peasant or lower class background., It is apolitical and is dirsct-
1y under the centrcl of the king. The major Africin tribes that had Pslace
Armies were the Fulani cf northern Nigeria, the 2Ashanti and Benin people of
Southern Ghana, the Zulu, the Swazi snd Ndebele trites of East Africa. One
still finds Paluce Armies today in areas of Merocca, Libya and Ithiopiz.

The third typve of army is the Putch Army., The introduction of modern tech-
nology in the mezns of wgr and the recruitment of the people of lower class
status to the officer ccrps changed the Palace Army to the Futch Army. 1t is
& vary highly professional and politicised army. Oue to its power, thkis type
of army it quite indepcndent of political cfficers. Its internal organizaiicn
is typified by military distatorshin. Yanr den Berghe claims thel thie ie tie
tupe oF frmy tret is found in many African couatries today.

The fourth is the =Zerrenvolk frrgy. This type of army is typical cof the
military instituticn ik Scouth Africa and Rhodesia. Itt!'s ideolegy is one of
wolte sapremacy. Officers -re all whites. Non-whites sre recruited as auxilizary
unsrmed and non-comb:stant troeps. In additien to the regular military units,
other units are designed for the sole purpnse of intimidsting the Afric:n
populztion. The army is ezpoliticsl snd is under the stern control of the govern-
rnent.

The fifth type of army is the Celonizl Army. This is the type of army that
wis fcund 1in the periovds of colonial dominatisn. The purpose of this army
was to suppress internal African uprisings. The colonial vowers often aimed to
foster ethnic rivalry among the tribss. Hecruitment into the army was therefzre
from illiterate tribes that nsve a stirong militsry tradition awd are nowea for

their ficrceness. As s meansz to mwiimize the reliazbility of coloniel soldicers,
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troops were often stzticned away from home among traditional enemies. The
colonial army wue therefore regsrded by the African with hate end fezr.

Due to the high illiteracy rate in the army, the military professicn is
sti11 linked with lower status personnel., 1In the eyes of many it is a symbol
of past colonisl shame. Van den Zerghe noted that in order for such military
institutions to be more effective they would have to chznge this imige. In
otiier words tney would have to create a good relationship between themselves
and the rest of the population. He suggested two ways by which this can be
done, The first thing is tc tramsform the army into what he colled a literate
citizens'army which is to be propagandized fully into the national ideology.
Making the soldier literate would remove the reputation of "uncivilized and

savage" which the soldirr wcquired during the coloniel period, and making them
nationalistic would ¢rase the cld image of the army as a tocl "for foreign
oppression.” The second solution he suggested is to use the army in such con-
structive purposes &s sanitation, rescue craws, transportation and in public
waork., 3Building bridges and roads, and administering medical aid would be most
effective in changing the imzgs of the African 2rmy, However he noted that the
trénsfermation of the Colonizl Army intoe a Waticnel Army would not tzke vwlace
overnizht. Indsed, a2s Van den Berghe himself ccncluded,"One snould noi expect
a2 National Army to arisc ktefore the nationzl itself has become a reality.”

The National Army is the scventh type of army. To Ven den Berghe, this
is the ideal type. This type of army would bz modern but apolitic~2l and under
the control of the civilian government. Van den Berghe claimed none of the Afri-
can military institutions have reached this stage. ¥ost of the militzry in-
stitutions today in Africa not only lack a set of paliticsl icdeologies, but are
relstively independent of the powzr of the pclitical lcezder, In fect, the po-
liticel lezider needs the strong baeking of the militsry in srder to stay in

rower and rile effectively. The heterogensus composition of the army mikes the
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imstitution of the Hational frmy impossible, Naticnal in this sense mezns that
each soldier views himself =s a part of the whole nation, rather than in terms
of tribalism. In the Ghawnaian army, th= officer corps is occupi¢d by the well
e¢ducsted southerners, while the crdinsry soldiers mostly come from the less
educsted and Muslim Neorth. One could therefors expect an intense problem of
tribalism in the army.8

In'their article "The Role of the Military in Sub-Saharan Africsa,”" James
S. Coleman and Belmomt Erice Jr. try to poimat sut the legacics ef the colenizal
rule on the military esteblishm=nt of Africa. He looks 2t the Eritish, Irench,
Belgian and Portuguese African territories., For my psper, the emphasis will
be on the British and Trench West Zfrican territories. In West Africa, Coleman
snd Frice stated that the British did not concentrate on building a strong and
effective military establishment. They alsc noted the imbalance of tribal group
representation in the srmy that 7an den Berghe mentiored. The British had a
pclicy of recruiting the officer corrcs from the ﬂomin?nt group or tribe. This
is ore of the causes of the present day tribalism of the army in Africa tedzy.
The French, en the other hand, view their celenial armies as psrt of the French
army. Therefore the French did not develop any territerial &rmy in the celsnies.,
Celeman and Brice ncted that these colonics, even after independence, were very
dependent on their former colenial vowers for military aid. However they cen-
cluded that there is a growing tendency smong these nations to diversify taeir
dependency to other nations.9

The sccond part of my literature revizw desls with the litersture on the
causts of military intervention inte the pcliticsl process. In this section, I
will include literature that de2ls with the military as a medernizing agent.
writers in tkiz zrea include Jleude Z. Welch, Martin 2. Needler, Samucl ¥,

Huntington, Lucisn Pye, Guy Paricer, Martin J. Levy, Jehn F. Lovel and I. Zugene
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Kim, Morris Janowitz, Lerner and Turner.

Apart from Janowitz, Lerner, and Turner, most of these writers claim that
the military is the only hope for substantial development in the third world,
They use the organizstional model of the military institution as basis for their
argument in making such claimse. They argue that by virtue of the professionalism
of all military institutions and the training of their officers it should stand
to reason that the military is the most modernizing agent in these nations.

In 1960 Lucian Pye claimed that cne of the great forces of today is the dynanic
and self sacrificing military leaders of the developing areas who are committed
to progress and the task of modernizing their societies thet have been sut-
verted by the corrupt practices of politicians.lo

Guy Parker, wno has written on the military in South HZast Asia and spe=-
cifically dealing with the problem of combating the spread of Communism into
thet area, stated that the politicians in that area would not be able to cope
with the instability caused by Communist infiltration because they have neither
toe prestige of the traditional aristocrats nor the prestige of the first
generation of leaders. he said that those best eguipoed to become an efiective
counter~balance to the spread of Jomprunism and instability are the members of
the national officer corps 2s individuals and as national armies in their or-
ganizational structures. !He noted that the soldiers personal cgualities of
leadeyship, patriotism and commitment to moral values are vproducts of modern-

ization and should be the only non-Jommunist group equipred to modernize these
11

countries,

Martin J. Levy stated that the armed forces organization is the most effi-
cient type of organization for the coumbining of meximum rates of moderniza=-
12
tion with a meximum level of stability eand conirol.

The major voint of John P. Lowel ani I, iugene ¥im is thet the military

zlays an important rzrt in the secizlization eni communication functions cf the
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new states, because its own requirement demands that it be rational, univer-
salistic and industrial oriented. Its recruitment of civilian personnel into
the army and its contact with the rest of the porulation, help in the social~
ization of the civilian into modern western society. Because of these reasons
these authors beliecve that the military is a vehicle for nstional integration
and economic and political stability.l3

The major theoretical work on military intervention into the noliticel
trocess is done by Lucian Fye, Claude =. Welch znd Robert D. Zutman. Zven
though they seem to be saying the same thing, I think itis worth reviewing some
of their major workse.

Lucian Pye in his work "The irmies in the Frocess of Political Mcierniza-
tion", clzimed that most of the military establishment in developing areas ac=-
qQuired their institutional model from the West, In so doing he said these armies
have undertaken to create a form of organization typical and peculiar to thz most
highly industrialized civilization yet known. In order to achieve the high
industrial skill characteristic: of Western military-institutions he said that
most of the military officers had to be sent abroad for military training. in
an attempt to compare the soldier with his civilian counter-part in the process
of modernization, Pye stated that the soldier is more determined to modesrnize
the society than the politicians. He gave two rezsons for this: 1) due to the
fact thzt all military establisnments are by nature rival institutions, the sol-
dier is often called upon to compare his standerds with other armies of the
world. On the other hand the politicizn does not have a similer institution to
comoere himself, Because the military uses an internationel yardstick to measure
the degree of its own development, it is therefore more sensitive to the back=-
wardness of his country znd is more commiééitto develop it. 2) Due to their
rrofessionalism and training 2sbrcsad, the militasry is divorced from the realities

of their traditional society and is more socizlized with the industrial Yestern
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culture., Pye noted that in the developing areas the soldier should not only be
a good soldier but a good soldier must also be a modernized man.lh

Robert L. Putmants work is on the militsry intervention in Latin fmzrican
countries. Zven though thz conditions for military interventicn in Latin &merican
countries may be somewhat different from those in 4frics, I think his conclu-
sion is worth mentioning in this paper. Before looking at Putman's work, it is
important to bear in mind that there are great.differences between militery insti-
tutions in Africa and in Latin America. In talking about these differences,

Jose Nun, one of the prominent authors of military institutions in Latin America,
stated that the major difference lies in the fact that there is a greater degree
of expansion of industrialization in Lztin America than in Africa. He also noted
that the military profession is more respected in Latin America because the armed
forces are well integrated into the society., This makes the military more insti-
tutionalized in Latin American than their counter-part in Africa. Finally, he
claimed that military intervention does not threeten the middle class nor is it

a substitute for its absence but that the military tends to represent that class.
Because of this Nun believes that the military in Latin America inbhibits change.15

In Africa the military officers do not represent any traditional landowning
aristocratic or an urban bourgeoisie. These classes are very weak and even non-
existent. Lfricanization of the officer corps began after independence in many
countries,

Mr. Putman investigated five areas in his research: 1) The political de~
velopment of the country; 2) Its socio-economic development; 3) Its military
establishment; L) Foreign influence on the military; 5) The militsry trend and
influence on the society. He arrived at the followiny conclusion with regards
to the probability of military interventicn in Latin American politicss a)
that there is very little evidence linking ncliticzl development to military ab-

stention in nclitics; b) that widespread participation in elections, strong
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parties and pressure groups and freedom from political violence are neither necessary

16

nor sufficient for military abstention from politics.

SHAPTER III
CAUSES (F MILITLRY INT=RYENTION IN PCLITICS

The major explanation of military intervention into the political -process
in Africa is made by Claude ZE. Welch. Welch begins his article by identifying
three types of military involvement into the politicel process.

In the immediate vost-indenendence period the army was for the most part
an advocate of non-involvement, The reason for thkis is that during this period
the army was still under the control of expatriate officers who were zommitted
to maintain the government in power.

The second type of military ianvolvement came in the form of mutinies. The
aim of these mutinies was not to overtarow the civilian govermment but rather
to force the government to increase salary scale of soldiers, to institute nen-
sion benefits and to Africanize the officer corps. It is worth noting the African-
ization of the officer corps of the army was very slow in the post-independence
period. For example in 1959 in Ghana, the officer corps was only made uo of ten
percent of the native Ghanaians. The majority of the officer corps were ex-
patriates. It must te noted here that Ghana at that time occupied the highest
level of education in Sub-Saharan Lfrica. In the Selgian Force Republique
there were no African officers in 1960. The reason for this Jate Africani-
zation of the officer corps has been cited as the unavailability of Africans
with the required education, However, three yezrs later in 1960 in Ghana, the
Africanization of the officer corps increased from ten percent to forty vercent.
This increase was no doubt a result of the intense demznd of the African soldiers
to enter the officer corps.

The third type of involvement is the coup d'etat. This type of involvement
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is directly aimed at replacing politicians and civil servants in the administra-
tion of govermment. The first coup d'etat in Africa was in the Sudan in Novem-
ber of 1958 when General Ibrahim Abboud and some officers took over that
goverament. There has been a succession of coup d'etats since that time to the
present.

welch pointed out seven factors that cause the military to intervene into
the government. These are: 1) decline in the prestige of the major volitical
parties; 2) schism among prominent politicians which weaken the sclidarity of
the broadly based Nationalist movement or party of the colonial period; 3) the
likelihood of external intervention ifh the event of a military coup; 4) "con-
tagion” from seizures of control by the military in other African countries;
S) domestic social antagonisms, most obvicusly manifested in countries where a
minority group exercised control e.g. the £rabs in Tanzania, the Mende in Sierra
Leone and the Watuse in Burundi; 6) the economic instability in the country,
which in turn leads to the implementation of austerity economic policies ef-
fecting the articulate, urbanized sector of the population such as trade union
members, the army and civil servants; 7) corruption and inefficiency of govern-
ment and party officials especially during a period of economic decline; 8) a
heightened awareness within the army of its power to influence or displzce
political leaders.

Decline in Party Prestige

Welch deals with sdme of these points in detail, one of which is decline in
party prestige. Welch claimed tbat there is usually a single party in the post-
independent Africa countries that is most powerful and respected by all. An
example of such a party is the Convention Peovnles Party of Ghana and the Sierra
Leone Penples Party. These parties acquired such power and prestige because
they nad mobilized the population agzainst their colonial powers and bad suc-

cessfully won the independence of their countries. The leader of suvch a party
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like Kwami Nkrumah of Ghana or Sir Milton Margai of Sierra Leone are respected
even to the point of being worshipped. Hkrunah was called by such names as
Osajifo, the father of the nation, the redeemed and even the messiah by his
people. The nation was united as one under this leader. Welch called this
unity a heterogenous monolith. The leader maintzined such a unity by blaning
the poverty and backwardness of the country on the exploitation of the colonial
power, and by promising them a better standard of living after indevendence
had been achieved., However, after independence the people remained poor, hungry
and uneducated. The political lezders have not lived up to their promises of
a better standard of living for all.s Soon there began to ampear cracks on this
heterogenous mono-ethic. Primodial attachment became stronger than national
sentiment. Participaticn in politics intensified. Bowever such participa-
tion took the form of an obsessive concern with the relation of one!s tribe,
religion or sect to the center of power. Opposition to the leader and his legi-
timacy to govern became intense. At this point the leader or party resorted
to ways and means to get rid of the opposition and limited freedom of speech’
and movement. The opposition in the govermment is removed in the following
ways: 1) by creating civil actions against politicians through legal restrictions
on their activities; 2) by manipulating the electoral machinery against ovposi-
tion candidates; 3) by increasing the rewards for "carpet crossing!; 4) by re-
moving the spokesman of the major opposition groups through political house
arrest.l7

The leader or party continues to rely increasingly on the use of force
to achieve its goal. 4s it has always been the case, increasing the use of force
by the government increases the significance and nower of the army. On the
other hand the vower and prestige of the leader or the party continues to de-

cline. In Ghana for example, the use of force by Hkrumah and the Convention



People!s Party against opposition res:il.ted in the loss of his power and prestige
he had at the time of independence.

Pclitical Schism

Tois is uaually a political split among top party officials. Welch pro-
posed that in a state where political rivalry cannot be contained within the
framework of a single oarty, the likelihood of a military intervention is increas-
eds He gave some examples of such occurences. In Sudan General Ibrahim Abboud
was invited to take over the govermment due to a constitutional deadlock in
the govermment. In the Congo, the military and General }Mobutu took over the
government when the Prime Minister Patrice Lumumba and President Joseph Kasa-
vubu found themselves in a constitutional impasse., Patrice Lumumba had ruled
unconstitutional his dismissal from the position of Prime Minister by the Presi-
dent. In both of these cases the army sees itself as the only hope to restore
the country to normalcy. General Soglo, the head of the Dahomean coup d'ztat,
suwmmarized the military rationale for a coup:

"The trouble witi our country, as you know, is separat-
ism and regionzlism with all their threats of divi~
sion. The political leaders are not bad, they are men
with great qualities who have rendered considerable ser-
vice to their country, but they have proved that they
cannot rise above their personzl guarrels...Our ob-
jective is to introduce into this country a new style

of politics in whicn the people will rally around a

program and not around personalities." 18

Possibility of “xternal Intervention

Welch rroposed that a threat of an external intervention to stop a coup
d'etat woula significantly effect the pcssibilities of the army intervention
into the political process., Therzs are four conjitions that mey cause =z parti-
cular foreign country to intervene to stop a coup. 1) If that nation has a gocd
investmeznt in that country, the fear that such an invsstment might be coafis-
czsted by the military governmsnit could cause that country to intervene and try

te stop the coup d'etat. 2 If thet wnztion has a good number of its neorle
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residing in that country, it may intervene if it feels that the new military
government may cause some political troubles for that population. 3) The cold
war rivalry may also cause a particular foreign country to intervene and stop a
coup d'etat if it feels that the new military government may pursue policies
that would be detrimental or at lezst unfavourable in terms of thte cold war
strategies. U4) The presence of a good number of expatriate military officers
in the national army may pnrevent African officers and soldiers from embarking

on a coup d'etat. The reason for this is that the eymatriate officers are commit-
ed to maintain the African govermment concerned. The African political leaders
do realize the importance of expatriates in the officer corps. After indepen-
dence some have tried to maintain a good number of expatriates in their armies.
During Nkrumah's regime, the highest military officer in Ghana was an expatriate.
The political leaders have also tried to maintain foreign military personnel

in the armies bty signing military agreements with their former colonial powers.
Most of the French colonies signed bilateral treaties with France shortly after
Independence. The agreements of the treaties permit an extensive ''interconnection
between France and the colcnial armies, to a point of allowing France both to

intervene directly and to establish bases and military installations."l9 The
agreements also provide that the African leaders appeal for French assistance in
maintaining the organization of their own armies. This means that the African
leader may call for French military assistance to crush down an attempted coup
d'etat. In addition to French declarations to aid the govermment at a time of
an attempted coup or political unrest, the treaties provide for a regional mili-
tary organization to co-ordinate militzry assistarnce and activities among memter
countries. This regional organization is named the Union iZfricaine et Malgache
de Defense (U.A.M.3.) The members of this organization which include all former
Frencn colonies except 3uinea, ali and Upoer Volta, agreed to come to the defense

of any member state threztened by a coup or politiczl unrest. Eritain has an
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agreement with some of i4s colonial territories. However the agreements are
exclusively bilateral and do not have =z regionzl military organization like
the Union Africaine et Malgache de Defense of the French colonies. However in
both agreements, there are provisions for mutual defense, for military ecguip-
ment and the training of the officer corps. France has a troop of 16,00C
soldiers stationed in Africa, Eritain has at the present 2,000 and the United
States has between 5,500 and 6,008 troops stationed in EZthiopiez and Libya,20
These treaties that the African leaders make with their former colonial
powers and other foreign countries are designed mainly to safeguard them from
military coup., It is worth noting here also that. the signing of thkese treaties
give the former colonial power or foreign country greater influence in the coun-
try and on the leader as a whole because the extent to which the leader remains in
power is dependant upon his relationship with the foreign power. If the re~-
lationship is unfavourable the foreign power may either abondon its commitment
to protect the leader or it may supvort or even instigate a coup with the col-
laboration of the members of the army.

Contagion Effects

This is more like a chain reaction of coups. A successful coup dfetat
in one state may cause a chain reaction of coups into other states. For example
it is believed the coups that occured in Central African Republic, Dahomey,
Togo and Upper Volta are manifestations of this Contagion Zffect. The chain
reaction of coups is made possible by two factors: 1) the personal links among
African military officers in different countries; 2) an increasing extent of
inter-African state ties.

lfost of the military officers in today's African army attended the same
school. ¥ror example, the schrool where most of the officers from the British
colonizs hzve been educated in Sandhurst in England. Tnis is where soldiers from

Sierra lLeone, Nigeria, Thana, ¥enye and Uganda meet and become acquainted with
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the same technique of military organization and ideology. It is believed that
a successful- coup instigated by one may prompt others to do likewise in their
own country.,

The increasing inter-&4frican relations at the United Nations, at the Or~
ganization of African Unity and in other economic and political alliances may
cause a country to intervene or instigate a coup d'etat in a neighboring country.

Unstable Social Conditions as a Course for Military intervention

Such intervention usuzlly occurs when a tribe or tribes' faction in the
army se¢e@ the government as dominated by 2 single tribe and pursuing policizs that
are hostile to its interest. An example of this type of intervention is the
Nigerian coup d'etat of January 1966s The Ibo tribal group in the army per-
ceived the federal government to be pursuing policies that were antagonistic
to the Ibo population. This was why the Ibos instigated the coupe. The same
thing happened in Zanzibar where a revolutiionary military force overthrew a
minority government dominated by Arabs and Shirazis.

Stagnating Hconomic Conditions

VVelch points out that the extravagant expenditures and inefficient manage-
ment in the government may result into poor economic conditions which may invite
the military to intervene.

Before proceeding to the main body,it is important 2t this point to make
some general introductory notes on Ghana, its geographical location and economy.

Ghana is situated on the west coast of Africa, it covers an area of 91,543
square miles, This area is just 2bout the size of Cregon. It has a population
of 8,4 million. Seventy percent of these people live in the southern part of
the country which is much more developed than other areas. The capital of Ghana
is iccra with an zrea of £18 sgusre miles  and a populsztion of 337.6 thousand
people. Other mejor towns include Sekendi-flskordi with 367 squers miles and

a1
Kumzsi with 2,142 scuere milec,
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Ghana's economy is based on agriculture. Cocoa proiduction accoun®s for
about 705 of Ghana's export earnings. However the decline in cocoa price in
the world market has resulted in a centinuous balance of payment deficit.
Other agricultural products include rice, corn, millet, groundnuts, cassavas,
yam and plantain. Mining is carried on extensively with the major minerals of
diamond and gold@ and brixite.

The per capita income in Chzna averages $21) per year. This is one of the
higzhest in Sub-Saharan Africa. ©Ghana has the highest literacy rate in ifrica.
There are three major tribes and over 50 different dialects spoken in Ghana.
The major tribes are the Ashanti, Ewe, and Fanti. Ghana's armed forces number
17,00C and the National Police Service has 18,000 men.22

Ghana achieved its independence on March 6, 1957 from Britain under the
leadership of Kwami Nkrumah, who became the country's first Prime Minister and
later President, He reigned from 1957 to 1966 when the military overthrew

the government.

CHAPTER IV
WHY DID THE MELITZRY INTERVENE IN GHANA?
In bhis article "Military Officers and Leadership,” Robert Price identifies

two types of motivations for milisary coup in deveioging areus. These are

societal interest and militzry professional interest. With regards to societal
interest, Price says that this involves the military intervention into the vpoli-
tical process to prevent some change in the total society or ene of its sub-
systems. Corruption and mismanagement in the civilian government is usually
motivation for the military to stage a coup d'etat. The rationale for the coup
is usually given as to stabilize the economy through the institution of new
social and economic programs such 2s land referms. A cour d'etat of rrofessicnal

%)

interest is usu=zlly staged to »nrotect militsry actonomy 2nd prerogative,
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The Ghana coup was staged not only on the grounds of societal and professional
interest but to safeguard individual freedom and liberty. There are three
reasons why tﬁe military intervenes: 1) military professionzl interest--to
prevent Kwami Hkrumah's control and manipulation of the military institution;
2) to protect individual freedom and liberty; 3) societal interesi. The military
intervened to bring back economic stability. It is worth pursuing these reascns
in detail,

The Military and Wkrumah

Africanizaticn of the Ghanalan army took place wery slowly during the
colonial period. At the time of Chana's independence the Ghanaian army officer
corps was made up of only 10% Ghanaians, the majority was ozcupied by expatriates.
Tris was a very small number for a country that had the highest standsrd of
education in Sub-Saharan Africa. When Nkrumab became Prime Minister, his first
goal wes to update the Ghanaian army. The reason for this was encapsulated in
Nkrumah's political goals. BEBecause Wkrumah was the first black African to have
successfully won the independence of the first black African country, he saw
himself and Ghana as the leader and the centre for African political and
economic spheres. He saw the YWest as the most exploitive nations in Aifrica and
he called for unity of Africa against Western imperialism. He proposed the
future formation of a United States of Africa after colonialsim had teen driven
out of the continent.zh

Due to these goals, itkrumah saw the armed forces of Chana as a symbol of
national integration, a necessary bulwark against a serious threat to internal
security and a tangible earnest of his rizht to military leadership in 4frica.
He increased the army from 4,000 in 1959 to 7,000 beiween 1960-61., By 1966
it doubled to 1L4,000. In 1960 he established the Gbhana Military Academy.

The number of African officers increased to over 200 in 1261; by 1966 there were

as many as 1,200 Africsn officers in the three branches of the armed forces.
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To make the military profession attractive he increased the army's salary and
fringe benefits, Statistics show that in 1961 a newly commissioned 2nd liéu-
tenant received a salary of $663 per year, a college graduate received $680,
At the same time the salary of private soldiers was increased to twice that of
the national minimum wage.25

Tnere was also an increase in the African officer corps in the navy and
air force. Between the time of independence in March 1957 to Aoril 1961 the
African corps increased from 25 to 150 respectively.

There was a considerable increase in the government military expenditure.
Between 1951,-55 military expenditure increased from 1.5 percent of the total
national budget to 5 percent in 1957 and 1960. Between 1962 and 1963 the ex~-
penditure rose to 7.5% and in 1965 it increased to 8.L% of the nationzl bud-
get.

The police force was increased from 6,000 to 7,500 from 1957 to 1961,

By early 1966 it was 12,522. The number of foreign trained African police

officers was forty-seven.

Nkrumah's Control of the Army

The tension between the army and Nkrumah began from 1961 through 1962,
During this period, Ghana's economy was on the verge of disaster. There was
the protlem of rising costs of living because the Chanaian cocoa production was
drastically reduced due to the attack of swelling shkoot disease on the crops.
Nkrumah exhausted Ghana‘'s foreign reserve to finance his extravsgant development
projects. There iwas a lot of discontentment with  the regime and its economic
policies., There were strikes all over the country.

In an effort to curb opposition Nkrumah resorted to control of all spheres
of goveranmental as well as private activities througheut Ghena. He instituted
the Freventive Detention Act to reduce volitical opposition. This zct provided

for the arrest and detention of persons known to be dangercus to the stete. The
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Istate! was Kwami Hkrumah. He later ammended this act to detain political
prisoners for a period of ten ¥Years without trial. ‘ith the help of his Con-
vention Peopies Party, Wkrumah took deliberate measures to control the armed
forces, especially the military. These steps included: 1) the formation of
a separate military regiment to counterweight the regular military. This regi-
ment was called the Presidents Own Cuard Regiment (P.0.G.R.)s In 1966 this
regiment had 1,142 men and 5C officers. It was made up of about a dozen smaller
security units.27 This became the legitimate armed force of Ghana as far as
Nkrumah was concerned. He neglected the rest of the armed forces. The national
military budget was devoted mainly for the upkeep of this President's Cwn Guard
degiment. It was equipped with the test military weapons and was given vreference
in terms of military material and ®enefits. Major Ccran, one of the vartici-
pants in the coup, described the condition of the army during this period
vividlys

"Since the approved tyne of officers uniform material cculd

not be obtained, officers started acquiring and wearing all

sorts of xhaki drill frum Japau, Am.rics, Sanada, ana even

the USSHeeelT was no surprise, therefore, that the morale

should suffer, and the pride of the regular was hurt..by

1965 the situation had become critical..the effective admini-

stration of units became impossible and the operational

efficiency of the armed forces dropped considerably." 28

The formation of the Fresiient's Own Guard Regiment was opposed very

strongly by many of the officers. Nkrumah fired Major Ankra from his command
of the Ghanaian militzry force for openly opposing the institution of the rresi-
dent's Regiment. In an effort to inflitrste the regular army, dkrumah es-
tablished an intelligence agency called the Armed Force Bureau. In 156u he
ordered that the military enlist all personnel in the Convention Peoples Tarty.
He also demanded a veriodic affirmation of the army's fidelity to him.

In 1964 an =ttemot was made to 2ssasinate Nkrumsh by = memter of the police

force. For this reason Kkrumsh disarmed the entire police force, detained
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eight of its most senior officers and trsnsferred the police special branch to
the President's ®wn Guard HRegiment,

Between 1960 and 1963 the fear of a military coup instigated by a Western
government, especially the United States, caused Wkrumah to increasingly rely
on the Soviet Union and Iast furopean countrizs for military aid. In July-

August of 1961 he made an extensive tour of the USSR, Foland, East Germany,
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Yugoslavia and Red China. He entered into military
agreements with each of these countries. £s soon as he returned to Chana, he
ordered that LOO cadets from the Ghanaian army be sent to the Soviet Union for
officer training. This move was otjected to ty the majority of the officer

corps. One of the officers who objected to this was a British officer in the
Chanaian army, Ceneral Alexander who was the chief of defence. In 2 letter to
the deposed General Akra, General Alexander wrote:

"The President proposes to send LOD potential officers to

the Soviet Union for trzining. I have done all I can to

persuade him that such zction is neither necessary nor

prudent..it is unwise for several reasons. Firstly,

it splits the training and outleok of the officer corps

into two camps, and can breed neither contentment nor

efficiency. Secondly, I considered ihat such action may

in the long-term prove dangerous to the President
himself.''29

Before this time all the military training of the Ghanaisn officer corps
had been in Seznhurst, znzland. 3Beginning in 1962 Nkrumah began to recruit
Russians as agents tc supervise the armed forces.

This withering away of the army's autonomy, irefessionalism end prerc-
gative led the officer corps and the volice force to take over the govermment
while Nkrumsh was flying from 2angcon to Peking in February of 1966, cn a
mission to bring peace in 7iet Nam.

“Inen the miiivery vook over vower ene of the first things it hzd to
do was Lo uutste itself. There wzs a great ncea for equipment and uniforms,

Because of this nesd, there was z substantizl increzse in the asrense ruager
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during the era of the military regime. There was an average annual increase
of 22% uver N«rumah's 1966 defense buiget. This was incressed to ul,us over the
1966 vudget in 1968 and 1969. There was also zn increase in foreign relastinn

30

exnenuitures in 1907-62,

TE8LL T

PTRCENTAGE uw MILITARY EXPENDITURES#

SZCT0E - 1966-67 1967~8 1966-9
Nkrumah ~ Minrtary Govt, - kverage
Defense +1,0 +20,0 Ll.h 22,0

¥est Africa, July 27, 1960. p. 660,

When asked to explain the increase in the military expenditure Brigadier
Afrifra replied that the increase was due to "the neglect sufilered by our irmed
Forces in the past, it has become imperative to re-equip the entire army to
Justify its existence.“31

Ky proposal on defenqe expenditure in this case seems to hold true, I

stated that military involvement in political rrocesses will be followed by

an increase in defence and foreign expenditures.

Economic Conditions

The second reason for the coup of 1266 comes from the economic cenditions
in Ghena at the time of Nkrumah's regime. Nkrumsh's goal for Ghana was to mske
it a model for Africa in terms of modermizeticu and technology, as well as toe
centre of the Pan Africsn movement. Eis economic nolicies were therefore geared
towzrd the attainment of these goals. 1In an e€ifort to compare Nkruman's econo-
mic policies to the economic policies of the wmilitary govermment, I will try to
pursue the economic condition under the heading of zgriculture, foreign irade,

inzustry and foreign Zebt.

Agriculture

TRREY. o

I'nis cccunies the msinstzy of the econsmy in Chanz. Statistics show thzt
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seventy percept of the populetion is actively engaged in this sector. It is
thought to contribute one-half of the gross national rroduct. Cocoa is the major
crop grown. In fact Ghana has been chzracterized as a one-crop economy country.
with concession to fluctuation of cocoe prices in the internaticnal market,
cocoz alone accounts for 65% of the exvort earnings and it's a major source

of govermment revenue and development expenditure. Cther crops include maize,
millet, rice, groundruts, casszva, yams and plantain.

Nkrumah's economic policies were based on his poiitical philosophy. The
economy was strongly controlled Uy the state. This policy was derived from two
sources; first of all Wkrumah saw the Western democratic naticns as the most
exploitive nations in Africa, On the other hand, he saw the Soviet Union as an
ally for the destruction of Western imperialism in Africa. He was attracted to
Marx-Lenin theories of capitalism, especially Lenin's theory of imverialism,
Because of this attitude toward the West, Nkrumzh increasingly relied upon the
Soviet Union for economic advice. Russians supervised many governmental
agencies in Ghana. The result of this was a highly centralized economy. Se-
condly, opposition and discontment with Nkrumah's repressive measures was so
heightened that Nkrumah had to £ill governmental positions with his perty loyal-
ties. Thus, like the Soviet Union, ikrumah's Convention Feoples Party became
the state. The members of the Convention Peoples Party became the state ofrfi-~
cials. The members of the Convention Peoples Party became the New Class in
Djilas terminology. Describing this new class, Colonel Afrifra of the Ghana
National Liberation Council said: "This new class began to assert itself in
our society, men to whom concevts like honesty, truth and integrity mean
nothing. This essentially, however, was p=zrt of the pssudo-communist system
‘krunah was buildi ”."32

Nkrumah devoted most of his =fforts in the cultivation of cocoa. This

emphasis on cocos @s the ordy egricultural product was the major problew of
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Ghana's economy. The revenue from cocoa is dependant upon its price in the
world market. There has been 2 decline in its price since 1957. In 1956
the price fell from $985 a metric ton during that year to 2 low of $138 a metric
ton in 1965. The countrys foreign excrange which stooi at $700 million at
thzt time of independence fell to $126 million in 1961.J3

The other major cause of economic rroblems, avart from the emphzsis on
cocoa, was Nkrumah'!s control of the economy, especially the agricultural sector.
Beginning in 1953 he began to restructure the zgricultural as well zs the in-
dustrial sectors to facilitate his control. He replaced administrative per-=
sonnel in govermmental agencies with his party loyalists. In 1959 he replaced
the Ghana Marketing Board, of the Ministry of Agriculture, with an agency zalled
the Ghana Cooperative Council (U.G.F.C.C.). The Zhana Marketing ZPoard was
responsible for buying and selling of government cocoa. It was also resronsible
for the issuing of cooperative licenses to farmers as well zs rroviding machinery,
fertilizers and insecticides to independent fsrms ani government~owned farms.
Records of this Bozrd show that it nad been efficient in it's responsitility with
regards to the farmers and the government.

The responsibility of the Marketing Board was turned over to the U.G.F.C.C.
The members of this agency were all members of the Convention Feoples Party and
were very loyal to Nkrumezh., This facilitated Nkrumah's control over their ac-
tivities. The National Liberation Council Committee on Agriculture found thet
all but one of the officers of the U.G.F.C.C. had the required qualifications.

Under the U.G.*.C.C. nearly all independent farmers and cooperatives were put

under its control. ‘Those thzt existed independently had to do so under very
34
difZicult coniitions.

By 1961 zbout 15,000 independent coomeratives with an zsset of over %16

million h2d been brought unider the control of the U.G.¥.7.2. WYexctism 2n3d
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corruption was rampant, Inquiring on the mzlnr:zctices of the 7.G.F.C.C.,
the National Liberation Council Committee on the purchase of cocoa states:
"The U.G.F.C.Z. brought in paid treasurers who were
illiterate. There was evidence of rigging the cocoa
machines, of delays in weighing and in being.absent
from the buying stations. &£ome of the officers required
tributes from junior oificers when they visited the
agricultural stztions. It is telieved that senior
officers of the J.G.7.C.C. demanded vetween LS50 to
L100 as a brive to allow the opening of a cooperative
society in the viliages." 35
By 1966 it was estimated that of the 1500 cooperstives put under the
U.G.F.C.C.'s control in 1961, only 870 remained with an asset that dropped
36
down from $16 million in 1961 to %$2.5 million in 1966.
Another area of mismanagement by the U.G.F.2.3. was the buying of agri-
cultural machinery from the Soviet Union. Most of this machinery turned cut
to be unsuitable for farming conditions in Ghana. In 1965 the U.3.%.C.2.
had the following machinery: 919 tractors, 1,087 tillers and cultivators,
32 combines, 20 corn huskers and 95 tillers. By 1966 it was estimzted that 153
of tunis machinery was unserviceable in Ghana becsuse the government hzd not
37
ordered spare parts with the machinery.

The agriculturzl firms under the U.G.7.Z.C. were divided into five grours:

1) cooperative farms, 2) state farms, 3) workers brigade, L) young farmers

league, 5) others in joint ownership with the university of Ghana. 7The ¥.G.F.C.C.

had 1,11L4,315 acres of land.

TABLE II

THe UTILIZATICN OF LiN. BY STATE AND -RI7VATE FrRVS*

Types of holdings Kumber Area Lrea - hrea = Aicouired Land
Acquired Cleared ®lanted Land % Planted %
~ 2oop Farms 670 339,610 23,705 16,413 5 0e23
Stzte Farms 123 345,050 99,645 - 6L,2L6 19 0.80
Workers Brigade L7 280,677 25,490 19,140 7 0s2L
Young Frmr. League k¢ 60,362 1,995 1,950 3 0.02
Others 123 £,386 18,238 10,369 12 Ded'B
‘Total 3tate Farms 1,205 1,111,315 162,077 14,136 10 1,12
P2zsent iFarms 640,000 7,937,305 7,937,305 _98.58
otetietics of Farming and GService Stations. The Rebputlic of Ghana, (iccra

A
12%5) 3% s
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Even though they had the largest amount of land and better farming equip-
ment the utiiization of the land by the state farms was very small. For example,
state farms acquired 345,000 acres of land with an average labour force of 2C,00C
people and good machinery. FEowever only 192 of this l2nd was utilized. The
total percentage of the land planted wss less than two percent. On The other
hand, peasants who acquired less land, poor machinery and problems of insecti-
cides and fungicides utilized more land for planting. In 1965 they producszd

9&% of Ghana's food stuff.

T£BLE T1I

REVENUE OF STATE FARTS*

1965-67
Year Outside Financed Annual Labor rorce Revenues
1965-66 8,000,000 20,800 1,100, 000
1966-67 1,000,000 13,500 1,300,000

#Statistics of Farming and Service Stations. The Republic of Ghana. (Lccra

1965) p. 8.

The reason for this low producticn and loss of revenue was given by the report

of the National Liberation Council's Cormittee on Agriculture:

"Thousands of workers were dumped on these farms through
politicsl pressures., JConsequently tae number of workers
employed on The projecis was eCuguitiCally unrelated to
the actual returns. In fact as the farms were airecctea
from vhe bhead office, no proper account was kept or
expenditures and returns from these farms. Farm managers
who lacleed the managerial experience and initiative
required for work were entrusted for obviously political

ressons." 38
Betwesen 1957 and 1959 agricultural production in Ghana increased only

4.8%. During this same reriod Ivory Coast had zn increase of 66Z. Chana's

agricultural output »er capvita increased during the same neriod only by 1A%,
39

Cn thz other hand, agricultural outnut in the Ivory Coast increasei 35%.

Zroduction of other crops zlso decreased in proportion to the land utilized,
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The only crops that were produced substzntially were cocoa, yam and cassava
which are the chief staple foods in Chana. It is worth noting here also that

the greatest producers of this food stuffs were independent ccoperatives and

peasant farmers, rroduction of crops was as follows:

TABLE IV

FOCD CRCP PRODUCTION:*

1964-66
1564 trea rlanted - - Production in 1,000
orop (1000 acres) Metric Tons
Maise 500 170
Corn 411 u3lL
Millet 255 -—
Rice 105 L2
Groundnuts 159 _—
Cassava Lo?2 ———
Cocoyam 603 301
1966
Maise 602 33
Corn L3k 107
Millet 333 66
Rice 65 29
Groundnuts 80 20
Cassava 364 1152
Cocoyam L3 1170

#Eccnomic Survey, Ghana (Accra, 1969) p.le.
Industry

Nkrumah turned to industrialization when he found that his agricultur2l
policies were a failure. The industries included a major production industry,
Fibre Rag Manufacturing Industry, vegetable and oil industries and textile mills
industries. In 1966 these industries were producing less than 507 of their
capacities. Therefore 2 good number of these industries were operating at a
vremendous loss. The meajor czuses of this were lack of effective rlanning,
cureaucratic inefficiency and malpractices. In its inquiry on govermment
industrisl activitics, the MNetionezl Liberation Council Committee on Agri-

~sulture made the f£ollowing cenclusion: "The zuccessful operaticn of thesz in-
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dustries was hindered by lack of qualified technicizns, competent managers,
nepotism, over-staffing and inadequate suvpply of raw materials coupled with
inavailability of foreign exchange for the importation of other items needed
in the production and manufacturing process."b’O

Some of the factories were established where no vrovisions had been made
for the availability of the rew material required to run them. One reason for
this was the desire of the regime to satisfy certain political interest demanis.
Sonsequently the supply of raw materials was of secondary importance. In other
cases poor feasibility studies for the execution of the projects and lack of
effective coordinaticn at the planning stage among the various asgencies concernsd
with the establishment of the enterprise contrituted to the inefficiency of the
industri.es.b'1

Eighty~-five percent of Ghana's manufacturing was in the agro-industrizal
area. Nkrumah constructed the Volta Hydro-Zlectric Dam for the vnrccessing of
Brixite, The cost of this dem was £196 million. The utilization of this dam
in the food processing industry was under 25@ and its utilization for the entire
manufacturing business was under SO,‘Z.h2

By 1965 Ghana's foreign exchange was completely exhausted. In order to
finance many of his economic projects Nkrumah turned to Zast Zuropean countries
and to some countries in the West for loanss, The major part of Kkrumah's loans
were through what is called 'suppliers credits'. The term 'suppliers credit!
relstes to a particulzr form of financing eq:ipment and material imports. The
supnlier does not necessarily provide the loan directly, this usually comes from
2 separate financing institution, but arranged by the supplier. This loan is
made, and nayable, in foreign exchange. Suprlier credits may be regarded 2s a
shori-terri loan. They sre payable before the nroject for which they have heen
nzgotiatzd czn be expecizd to generate income 4o allow revayment on a self li-

guidating casis, Sussliers crediit arz short-term not on'a financial but on
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an economic criterion.

Nkrumaﬁ'obtained supplizr credit from both the West and East Zuropean
countries. In terms of interest on the supplier credit loans, the West duro-
pean countries had interest ratss of 5-63% with a principle vayable in 5 to 3
years. Loans from Fast Europe?n countriass had interest rates of 2-3% on a
principle payable in 12 years.éh The low interest from East Turopezn countries
was due to the very close relationship which Nkrumezh had developed with these

countries,

Ghana's foreign exchange liabilities with regards to supplier credit loans

is as follows:

TABIE V

FOREIGN £XCHANGE LIABILITIES*

Note: n.ce.=iiew Cidi, approximately Cne Lollar
tnd of Year Total Liabilities Tiability of 2 of Toval
Suppliers ’redit
1563 30,372 n.c, ————— B2.L
1964 3L6,786 n.c. 286,275 n.c. 82.4
1945 336,363 n.c. 301,010 n.c. 7945
1966 375,457 n.c. 283,583 n.ce. 71.9

#3hana Economic Survey, The Central Bureau of 3tatistics (Accra, 1969).

By 1966 Ghana's debt service had risen to 50% of its export earningse.
It is estimated that Nkrumah signed sixty-nine financial agreements with f'oreign
agencies. Cf these sixty-nine, forty-seven were made witn ¥Western firms,

u5

eight with the Soviet Union 2nd fourteen with Zast Zuropean countries, Sy
1965, because of worserning economic conditions,many VWestern financial insti-
tutions refused to accept financial agreements with Nkrumah's regime., Tne
government was even unable to psy for imports, freight insurance and cdividends on
foreign investmenis. Due to this there was a continuous delay in the shipment

of zquipment. The cstimzte of Hkrumah's debt has varied widely. However in 1966

it swems to heve reached 20 willion dsllars. This debt included a medium-term debt
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at an interest of 60% in five yezrs znd 71.72% on & long-term dztt witn an interest

of 5% in l§ yearc. Three-fourths of this debt is accounted for by suprliers creditors
in the United ¥inglom, #ive bundred thousand dollars was owed to financial

2gencies in the United States znd $150,000 was cowed teo financial agencies in the
Soviet Tnion,

Ghana had a2 substan%tial trade relation with the 3Soviet Union and East
Eurcpean countries. In 1965 Shzna's exsorts to the Communist block reschzd
35%. Foreign investment was very small because of the fear thet Nkrumsh might
n2tionalize the industriea. Britain was the major “est Lurowean country that had
a substantial investment in Chane. The others were owned by Lfricans from other
countries,

Ghana's foreign reserve had dropped down from the 3750 million it %h=2d in-
herited from the British administration at independence to £300 million. There
was an unfavourable balance of wnayments due to the high rate of govermment sx-
penditure on cgpital eouipment which was unproductive. The cost of ilamorted
goods was very high, this was due to the zovernment's deliberate policy of the
allowing of imports of consumsr goods to counteract nrice raises on internal
merkets. The imvert restrictions instituted by Nkrumah were not only erratic

L7
but subject to removal by negoiiation,

There were strikes all over Shana. 3y the timz the militzry took over ths
government, there was 2 great shortage of Chanz's staple foois, This was meinly
due to strikes that extendsd to the agriculiturz) department. Due to thess strikss
in this departiment, most of the f:zrmers were not suworwlied with the neceszary
scicis and fertilizers.,

Militesry in Folitics) Ie=dershin

jor goal =f the military regime was to statilize Ghanz'is ¢conomy.
In order 3o do thiz chey needed Tinznciel =zid 2z well &5 Technical nirsommzl,

vion the military pursucd &« folicy of ¢oonumic 3iversi-
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fication with regards to obtaining aid from abroad. They acquireld aid from bvoih

Jast

8}

nd "est., However, the fear ol a Sovist Union snonsored counter-coup in
1967 led the militery government to terminate their relationsnip with the 3Joviet
Unicn, Cuba and scme Zast Zurodean countries. In 1947 over one-thousznd Ruscians,
Chinese and Fast Zuropean techinicians in Ghana were pigmptly exoelled., This
number included 665 Russians, 52 Thinese techniciens. The policizs of the
military government were therefors gro-estern. These pro-tlesicrn policies in-
curred certain advantages to the military regime witn regeris to external 2ssis-
tance. lany countries in the %est that had been antagonized by Wkiuman's brand

£ Fan-Africanism and anti-~colonial sentiments were guick to respond to the needs
of Ghana during the militery regime,

In 1266, the military govermment asked the Internaticnal Monetary rund

to study the economic condition of Ghana., Jther nations volunteered to be

memters of the groap that was formed by the IMF. Thsse countries were Canada,

France, West gemnany, Italy, Japan, the Hetherlands, Switzerland, the Unlted

L9
Kindgom and the TUnited Stztes, At the end of these studis=s the IMF made zn
agre=m=nt with the military officers wbereby Ghana was allowed to draw $36,400,000

.- 5C

in various currencies within a twelve month veriod.

To help relieve food shortage in Chanaz the military government mede zgree=
ments with the United States 2nd other countries for the supply of food. In
late 1966 the U.3, supplied 2,500,000 pounds of rice, mzize, flour, vegstable
oil, totzcco, and covton through Yhe ®.L. LEO Frogram. The Cznadian goverament
supplied 17,500 tons of flour znd the Unitsd Hingdom offered an exvort credit
guarenitee of $600,000 in low neyments for Ghana's irimzdiets imnortation of the

cn
2
comzodities from the United Ztates and Cenadza.
The U.3, &lso showsd its epproval ol 4he military zro-“estern volicies

oy incressing its finaneclial sssistence to Ghanz. During Hkrumah's regime the

- A A e T T B v e 5 P ot L PO NI = - oA Tl yir 35 b " ki
UeSe! Totsl sssisiznce kss -,.130,:\,\.,. Yor Thros cers durin & the Hdkrumsh Ttglnc

o
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the United States did not give any aid to Ghana. Howevir, during the military
regime, the.(.S. gave sbout $75 million in aid, $13.2 wrillion in grants znd

$61e8 million in loans, Since 1966, the (.S. provided training for Ll <hanaian

52
military officers and 25 police officzrs here in the U.3. it is estimated
that under the military, CGhana received aoout two-thirds of United 3Ztatss aid

to 4Africa. Other countries Which provided financizl assistance to Ghane were

Canada, Japan, and Australia. The total amount of zid from these countrics was
53

2.5 million collars.

The second policy of the military regime was to reduce governmental ci-
penditures, It sold some of the state farms to individual enterprises znd
decentralized the rest to local agenciles who carrisd the financial burden of
Their operations. There were a total of 125 state farms at the tims of the cCoup.
The Hational Liberation Council (NLC) assigned the state farms to the following
organizations: 1) the oil palm cooperation was given L oil projescts; 2) the
fibre corporation took over the production and processing of 10 fibre projects;
3) the rubber corporation was given nine rubber projects; L) the exiention ser-
vice of the ministry of sgriculture took over the management of threec rice pro=-
jects. In additicn, 78 farms projects were sold to independent farmers and the
ministry of agriculture was given the authority to reallocate 37 fzrm projects
for the use of extention bases, seed multiplication centres, shortage depots and

Sk
werkshops for agricultural institutes,

The farmers whose land was confiscated by #krumah for his state ferm pro-
jects were given 20 farm projects as compensation. The rest of the state rubber
{arms were turnzd over to the Firestone Corporation which made an agreement with
the military governmsnt to manufacture tires in Ghana.55

Direct governmental agricultural and economic actlvitiss were limited only
1o znierpric.s tnat bhed g substantlal operational azdvantzge over peasant farmers.

Tre culelivevion of cotton and sugsr was intzsnsiried to supply the raw mei:irial

Ateded vo omoprstc the cotton and sugar industries that Nkrumsh had built which



-6~
were not in opsration in 1966. To facilitate more nroduction and at the szme
time reduce. the cost of producticn,factories weare relocated to areas where the
raw material was available. Ixperienced technical as well as administrative
personnel were provided by the Unitel Haticas to nelp design znd supervise tne
projects. The number of farm workers was drastically cut down. The resalt of

56

these policies was an incrcase in the revenue from the state fzarms.

TABIE VI

AEVENUE OF STATE PARMS +#

1967~70
Year Outside rinance “Annual Labour Force Revenue
156768 3,500,000 n.ca 9,000 1,850,000
1968-69 1,800,000 n.c. 5,300 2,800, 000
1969-70 700,000 n.ce 4,650 1,850,000

% Lconomic survey, Jepublic of Ghana, centrel sureau of ctatistics (.ccra

1969 and 1370),
The production of most of Ghana's_principle food crop during the military
regime increased over the production during Nkrumah's regime, This was partly

due to the full utilization of the land and good planning and efficient menzge-

ment,

TARIL VII

LAND UTILIZATION *

1968-69
1960 Crop Area *lanted in 1000 Acres Proiuction in 1000 metric tons
Kaize 517 - 253
gorn 298 72
Millet 271 57
Tice 88 L2
Groandnuts
1969 Srop
Yaize 680 300
Cown 359 96
Willet LOoO 90
Rice 100 60
Sroundniuts 400 12350

- yazne _cenomy end iid Iequirement. Jan-June 19693 Aepubtlic of Chzus (1070)

- ole
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Due to the conditions of decline of cocoa prices in the world market, the

military regime made efforts to diversify thana's agricultural production.
These efforts to diversify included encouraging the growth of such crops as
oil palm, sugar cane, cotton and rubeer. It also extended its agricultural acti-
vities by creating educational centres for the training of youths in fzarming
practices, In 1968 the governmznt embarked on a i'esders Rcads Developnent
Program. The main objective of this rrogram was to improvs the movement of pro-
duce from the rural centres to the town. In order to minimize fluctusztion in
farmers' incomes, farmers were guaranteed minimum prices for rice and maize at
v:hich price the fooz arketing corporation would purchase any quantities of these
products. The increase in guaranteed minimum prices was from $6.20 to $7.50
for rice and from $£4.50 to §7.00 for maize. The trice of cocoa was increas=d

£7
to 14% in producers vpriczs,

Tne goverment's industrial policy with regards to private sectors was
to encourage Chanaizn control of certain parts of the economy. During Nkrumah's
regime, major parts of the business in the private sectors were oswned by ¢x-
natriates, The reason for this was the fact that only expatriates could 2fford
Yo pay the bribes for licenses to governmental officers needed to open up a bus-

S8
iness in Ghana.

The nations that had business interasts in Ghana during kkrunah's period
were Zritsin, Lebanese ani Syrian merchants, Italians, ermans, French zad 2 very
high number of Africans from neighbouring countries, In 1262 Turopeans owned
more than 5,000 of the country's 103,000 ingdustrial estzblishments while Africans

59
from nsighbouring countries owned 3,000 industries. Because of foreign domi-
nancs in the industrial sector of Ghana's econory, the militery government em=-

barkei on 2 c2ries of m=asures in 1968 to rsduce such dominsnce and to allow

inengizns to »lay 2 mzjor ne»t in the ownershin of petty businesses 2nd in-
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In December of 1963 it introduced a decree which vrohibited foreign own=r-
ship of firms and industries with an annual gross national retail sales of under
3L90,000; whclesale firms of $980,000 or Ls«ss; industries and firms having
fewer than 30 employees; znd firms 2nd industries in extractive, processing,

60

manufacturing or transportstion businsessss with a capitzl of £95,000 or l=ss.

In November of 1969 the zovermment instituted the Residence Permit Com-
pliance Order. This order wis to restrict other Africsns, Lebaneses and Zyrian

6L
merchants from petty businesses. In the same yezr the government introduced
the Ghanaian Business Promoticn 4ct. This zct rrovided for government assistsnce
in the promotion of Ghanaian business enterprises. The act also charged foreign
business enterprises to maintain programs to train Ghanaians to acquire the
sKXills necessary for the opsration of businesses, The act further listed busi-
ness enterorises that would be resarved exclusively for Ghanaian ownership.
These included overseas businesses operating in Ghana, commercial transportation
by land, bakeries, printing, beauty shops, comodity brokerages, advertising
62

and publicity and manufacturing of cement blocks.

These decrees were mainly aimed a2t other Africans, Lebanese and Syriaa
businessmen. The result of these decrees was the confiscation of some 602 firms

63

by the zovernment, The majority of these firms were owned by Africans from
n=ighbouring #est African countries., This act of the military zevernment was
ooposed by Sierra Lsone, znd Nigeria. In Sierra Leone, the govermment reactsd
to this act by expelling 211 Ghanaian fishermem doing business in Freetowm.
“estern Zuropean firms were not very much affected by these dzcrees, In fact
ths zovermment introduced the Zapital Investment “ct to induce Zuropesn invest-

ments in Shene. These inducements inciuded guaranteed transfer of crofits,

interzst and orinciple, income tax holidav, zni exe:intion from tariff znd duiies,
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ment was good. In the industriel area, there was an increase in private busi-
ness aad 2 drop in government-owned buasinessez. Thers was an increzse in govern-

ment revenue from the indusirizl sctivities of foreign companies.,

TLBLE VIII

NUMBER AND RLVENUE OF ZNDUSTEIES

1966-68

1966 Nkrumah Industries Hunber of Tstablishments Kevenue
Total 267 - 125143 naecs
State-Ovmed i B, W8T mtene
Joint-Stzte-Owned 7 11,266 n.c.
Co-operatives 3 H vazos
Private 133 59,232 ni.c.
1968 Military Industries

Total © 383 175,656 n.c.
State-Ouned 68 53,615 0.ty
Joint-State—@uned B2 20,599 n.c.
Co-operatives b 15 mllch
Private 302 132 .16 n.c,.

# Stetisticel Year Book, The Rebuplic of Gbansz, 1967-68. (kccra, 1970)p. 86.
Revenue from export agricultural commodities was 2lso incressed due 1o the in-

crease in production,

TABLE IX

EXFORT EARNINGS

196569
Export Zarnings -
Nkrumah 1965 226,382 n.ce
Nkrumah 1966 191,393 nsce
Military 1968 2115,122 n.c.
IMilitary 1969 3384702 Mehs

# Statistical Yezr Book, The Revublic of CGhana, 1967-58, (A:zcra, 157C) ». 203,
'The value of exports as a whole was increased by 12%. The bzlance of trade

from a deficit in 1966 to an estimated surplus of over %3C million in 13%6L.

The total govermmont receint in 1969 including committed 513 minus payments was

o ) B 1 . ~ g
“}8n million, 7This was an increase of 13.53, from the 1968 level., 3Zeczuse
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of the high price of cocoa in the world market during the military regine,
receints from cocoz were 3250.4 million. Tris was an incresse of 19.1%.

In 1967 the mititary devalu=d the Ghanaizn currency to thirty percent.
This devaluvation hzlvoed to redress same imbalance in external peyments. Thnere
was a2 steep rise in cocoa prices in 1967-66. The increase in the cocoa price
helped to offset the value of Ghana's exports,

in March of 1968 the military regime introduced the international two-
tier gold vrices. This eifort improved Ghanz's e¢arnings from the sales of gold
bullion. By the time the military relinquished power to civilian ruls in 1969,
Shana's balance of payment stood at 3687.2 million. This was considiered = very
favourable balance of payment.

Therefore with rezsrds to the economic conditisns in Ghanz2, my oroposal
waich statss that '"a substantial military involvement in the political process
will be followed by increase in economic development" seems Lo hold true,

Ny rcscarch_tends to show that the miiitary r=gime substantially improved the
economic conditions in Ghana.

Hwmnan Resources: kducation

My researcn indicat:d that more schools were constructed during the mili-
tary regime than during the civilian zovernment of Wkrumah. There were more
students enrolle¢d in school during the krumah period than in the militery
regime. In 1965, 755 of the »rimary age children wers in school. The high
enrollment during this period was due to the free education waich Tkrimzh in-
stituted in 1961.

Howsver in 1966 due to the economic problem, the military had to sbolish
ires cchools tertworarily. The chergs for text books was £3.00 for orimary and
midltle scliogls and 212,200 for szcondzry schsools, This actisn czused 2 reiuc-
stufcnts crwollment in school to ULQjE. ZHowsver, She overall = rpeniditunres

of the gzovermmunt on education wss much higher Jduring the military regine,

n
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TAZLE X

NUMBER LWD TYPE OF EDUCATIOWAL INSTITUTINHSH*

Type of School Nkrumah 1960-65 156585
Total numter of schools 10,325 10,561
Primary schools 7,900 7,961
Mijdle schools 2,112 2,267
Secondary scliools 136 150
Technical eschools Lk L5
Teachers! Trzining Jolleges 48 é3
digher educational incstitutions B 3
Type of School Military 1966-67 1967-50
Totzl Rumber ol SCheSls 10,660 17,9u6
Trimary schools 7,913 7,LCC
Kiadle schools 2,365 2,036
Secondary scnools 143 167
Technical schools 61 63
Teachers! Trazining Colleges 83 32
Higher ejucationzl institutions 3 3

* Statisticel Year Book, The Republic of Ghanz, 1967-6C (Accra, 1970} », 191.

TAEIS X1

EDUCATIONAL EXFTNDITURSES

Type of 3School Wlkrumsh 1965 Nkrumah 1966
Zéministration 3,2063.6 N.Ce 1,051.3 n.c.
Primary school 3, 921.5 m.c, 11,867.4 n.c.
3econdzsry school 7,902.2 n.ce 35893k Hyey
Colleges nd Universitiss 28,2608 necs ' 13,616:kL nics
Technical Training Sciiools 1,393.8 d,.ch 2, 00620 i,
Adult ed., libraries, russums 1,080:3 e 316s) nubs
o A P S 66,003.0 roc.  33,L91.8 n.c.
Tvpe of School Military 1966=67 Eilitary 1957-6Y
sdministration 24,5514 NeCs 2,181 nac,
Primary school 2T 118 <8 nde 27,223.4 n.c.
Secondary schocl 8,567.3 nece 10,377.L n.c.
Colleges and Universities 26,92L.2 n.c. 28,2L0.7 n.c.
Technical Training Schools 1,06L.4 nee. 1,81L,5 n.c.
A3ult ed.,libreries, museams 1,86£49 n.c. 1,318.6 n.c.
Others I %) iy e 611.0 n.ce
Total ------------------ —— 68’]460.1 NeCe 172’066|9 NeCo

# Statlstical Year kooix, The =epublic of Ghznz, 1D67=68 (icera, 1970) p. (2-1l.



TEBIE XIT

NUMBER 0F MEDICLL FRRSONI

Nkrumah 1965 1966 Ailitary 1967 1968
Govermment Hospitzls 125 127 LgY 129
Doctors 576 573 197 539
Sentists 35 39 35 37
Nurses 2,660 3,078 33173 5,995
Midwives 1,601 1,894 1,961 2,32k
Medical Field Units 217 22l 22y 139
quslified Pharmecists 355 3L2 357 357

- Statistical Yezr book, The Reputlic of Ghana, 1967-68 (Accrz, 1970) p. 193.

The medical personnel and items tabulated zbove sre all employed in govern-

ment agencies.

mining compznies and Christian missionaries.

sonn2l are not included in this table.

There were other medical hospitals that belonged to foreign

These hospitals and their cer-

As the figures show the military government instituted more medical faci~

lities in Ghana than during Nkrumah's period.

There were continuous shortagss

of medical supplies due to uneven distributisn during Rkrumah's regime. The

lergest amount of medical sucplies and facilities were he=avily concentrated in
g op J

the urban arezs, the rurzl or villages benefitted very little from the medical

improvement,

To solve this problem, the military govermment introduced medical mobile

unit centres.

units were also used in health educztion helping villages become aware of

modern medicinz.

Apart from distributing medicine to villages, these mobile

TABIE XIII
GOVERNIMENT MEDICLL EXPENDITURE ¢

(per tncusznd cidi) L

tem Nkrumah 1965 1966 Military 1966-7 1967-=9
isdministration L,419,2 nece 2,41649 nece L,510.5 nec. 14,03%.3 n.c.
Resezrch hel TieiGe 59.5 n.ce Lli2.2 n.c. 145.8 n.c
Hosvitals L3802 wmeds 4,125.9 n.c. 10,284.2 n.c. 15,201.9 n.c.
Hedicz) and Dental 472456 n.c. 178.9 n.c. 168.1.n.2. Slia{ i
Srecial Healih 3srvices 915.9 n.c. 893w Mwca N;089%2 Habe 1521859 Ha.
Tetal-memmmmmmm e —m e 19,560.2 n.c. 75075.2 NeCe 15,565.5 nez. 21,155.6 n.c.
+ CLatisties) Tear Boolk, The Zepubliic of 3hane, 1587-55. licers, 1775) p. 156. '



GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURES ON SPECIAL SZCURITY AND SPECIAL WOLFARE SOUZES #

Type of Welfare Kkrumah 196? 1966 Military 1967 1967-59

Socizl Security 5s431e3 fals 3,455.7 nece  8,421.9 n.c. 22,761.1 n.c.
{War Veterans 264.9 n.c. C5.8 n.c. 131.8 n.c. 115.1 n.c.
Child Care 31.0 n.c. 8¢5 m.c, 1h.b nece Lé.9 n.c.
Care of Aged,Disabled 200.0 n.c. 36.6 nees 86.1 n.c. 92,6 muc,
Housing l1,6L9.2 n.c. 639.7 nece  2,772.6 nec. Ty LoQ:i" TiulCs
Other Welfare 332.9 n.ce 29.8 n.c. 22148 mags 19L.1 n.c.
Total 10,810.2 n.c. 1:,239,1 n.ce 11,650,6 n.c. 23,410.1 n.c.

% Statistical Year Book, The Reputlic of Ghana, 1957-68. (Accra, 1970) pe 13L.

CEEPTER V
CONCLUSION

This study showsd that the military has proved itself more useful in terms
of providing economic bchefits, bettér health z2id and education for the peorle
of Ghana than the civilian éovernment of Kwami Nkrumeh. The reason for this
success was their pro-Western policies. These policiss attracted foreign busi-
nass as well as aid to Ghana. On the other hand Nkrumah'!s anti-est and anti-
colionial attitude caused many Western couniries to withdraw most businzss and
2id programs from Ghana. This meant that Nkrumeh had to cursue his economic
development programs with the scarce resources of Ghana and the little aid it
got from the Communist block.

It is not assumed here that a pro-~*estern policy is the best policy, for a
military regime or even a civilizn government. 7Vnhat cne may suggest is thet in
the case of Ghana, the -ro-'estern policies of ths military government contri-
buted heavily to the degrae of =conomic recovery during the militery regime. COn
the other hand, it is wortk noting here thzt th: anti~kestern policies of Ghena
during rkruman's regime not only reduced the amount of aid coixing to Ghanz bat
imoeeded foreign investments in Ghana especizlly from countries of the wWest,

sltheugh one cznnot meke sn aczdemic citation here, a foreign student from Jhane,
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John Okipi informed tois researcher that the J,I.A. was involved in the over-
throw of w®krumzh,

The pro-iestern policies of the military government provided the financial
aid the military needed for its programs. And also as the tzble on foreign
investment shows there was an increzse in foreign investment in Ghana. It
is true that there was exploitation and black-mailing by foreign companies.,

What seemed to be important however, was the military regime needed the financial
aid necessary to implement some of their programs.

There was good reason for the army government ts pursue a pro-iester:n policy.
Nkrumah's relations with the Soviet Union and Zommunist countries were very
strong. There were advisors from the Soviet Union in almost all goverurentzl
agencies in Ghana during Nkriumah's regime. After the coup the feer of a counter-

coup instigated by the Soviet Union, caused the military to deport a good num- '
ber of russian and Chinese advisors. The pro-<Western volicy of the military may
have been used by the army to counteract any effort of the Soviet Union and the
other Communist block countries to undermine the military regime.

Nkrumah's misuse of power creszted many enemies for him. His freventive
Detention Act empowered him to arrest and imprison anyone who opposed his autnority.
In an effort to maintain control over Ghana, he appointed members of his poli-
tical party to hizad many of the governmentzl agencies. Most of these appointees
were not only illiterate but wers completely ignorant about the agencies to
which they were assigned. This resulted in mismanzgement, corruption ani in-
efficiency in most ol the governmental agencies.

The first thing the military officers did was to remove all of Nkrumah's
political szppointees and fill the facancies with efficient Ghanaians and ex-

vatriates 25 the case may be, They also set frce about 630G people that ikrumzh
e
'J

¢

AY

had imprisoned because of their oppositvion %o his policiss, Thesz acticns
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by thé military officers quickly legitimized their zuthority.
The major problem the military had to face wes unemplcyment. This result-

ed from the closing down of many state projects and industries., 1iIn 1968 it
was estimated that 64,000 workers were fired. During that same year, zbout 252
of the lavour force was employed. This caused soms problems tetvresn the govern-
ment 2ad the uvnion lezaders. This problem was a2ccentuated when the military in
an 2usterity messure arnounced 2 cut of one percent in sglary of some stzte

farm workers., Apart from this unemployment aroblem, the economic policies of
the army were successful. Ghzna's trade deficit on currsnt accounts was dropp«d
from $1200 milliion in 1965 to $20 million in 1347, By 1968 the government achieved

64

& surplus of $29 milliion. The gross nzti.nel nroduct was incressed from

0.5% in 1966 to 2.L% in 1967.

This success was due to a2 grest extent to a very strong dJetermination by
the military to legitimize itself as a respectable institution that was zbove
the quarrel znd corruption of politicisns. A poll conducted in February of
1568 showed that g%ﬁ nof the Ghanaian nzople wanted the military government to
continue to rule,

The significance of this success is the new image it created for military
institutions in most of Africa. ¥or most Africans, the military is no longer
se.n as 'sevage' and & vastige of the tool of colonial oppression. The new
image 1s one of respect and a vetter substitute for civiliszn government.

There tas net teen any mzjor critique of the military government with
regard to its performance. The mejor reason for this wzs due to the fzct thzat
there wzs wo commissicn of inguiry for the aectivitiess of the military govern-
ment as was found st the cnd of Xkrumah's regime. The military relinguished their
autherity to civilien goverwmment through 2 peaceful generel «lection in which

t

(V)
m

ohe werty of Sr. Zassisz won gn overwkelming mzjority of the se in Pzrliament,
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Due to this peaceful and legal way in which the military relinquished its authority,
the military regime was considcred by most 3hanaizns zs efficient zn? non-corrupt.
Commissions of inquiry were ther=fore unnecess=ary.

One major thing that happened thzt may have ressulted in disresnect for the
army was woen it was found that lGenerel Ankra, a high officilzl in the govern-
ment was found guilty of briber7 and corruotion. 1In an effort to vindicate it-
s¢lf from corruption thae military govermment quickly removea Generesl Znkra Jrom
his position in the Nationzl Liberation Jouncil.

In conclusion therefore.this resesrch tends to supnort my nronosels that
military involvement in politics will result in: 1) an incresse in defense
expenditures; 2) an increase in public health exnpesnditures; 3) an increase in
egonomic dev:1opmcnt/infra-structu:e expenditures (;griculturc, industry znd
trade); and L) an increase »f exvenditure on education,

In the czse of Ghana, one could say that the claims of ‘festern experts
that the militsry is a modernizing 2gent holds true, It is a different thing
however to sey that what happened in Ghana can hzpoen in other countries. Cne
could easily make reference to Jzhomey, in which the military has vroven itself
inefficiznt and corrupt.

It 1s worth noting here that almost twenty~seven months after the militsry
government relinguished its vower, the govermment of Zr., Sussia was overthrown
by another military coup. The recsons for the coup were similar to those of the
coup that overhtrew N¥krumah. These reasons included: 1) oroblems of inflation;
2) decrease in cocos produciion; 3) s decrease in cocoa prices from en azverage of
3825 per ton in 1970 to 3L237.5 in 1972, Included in the causes of the coup
was the zbuse of :military autonowy end nrerogatives. A svmmery 2£ this wze gziven

by Lchzzoonz, Leader of the zoupr in = radio brozdeasts:
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"The first peorle which Bussia put his eyes on were
the ermed forces and police. 3Some zrmy znd Police officers
were dismissed under the pretext of retirement. Some
officers were put in certsain positions to suit the
whims of Bussia snd his collesgues. Then he started
taking from us the few amenities znd fscilities
which we in the armed forces =nd the police enjoyed
even under the Kkrumah regimsz,

Having lowered morale in the armed forces and
the police to the =xtant that ofiicers could not
exert =ny mezningful influence over their men, so
that by this strategy coming togetner to overthrow
his government was to him impossible he turned his
syes on the civilizash 67

Military coup d'etats will continue besing 2 Jominant phenomens in develeping
aress &€ long as tibe guest for order preveils. This guest for order tekes the
form of mohbilizing the masscs towards a senss of nationsl identity to renlace
tribalism, better health zand cducetion znd to some degree zn even distribution
of the nations wealth. 4s long zs there remains a group that does fzel left out
or discriminated against in terms of the distribution of wealth, one could

expect politiczl unrest snd thus militzary take-overs.
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