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CHAPTER I 

THE RESEARCH PROBLEM 

The increased longev.ity of man's life has fostered many 

problems. In 1 900, 4.1 percent of the population of the United 

States was over the age of 65 years. However, from that year until 

the present, the elderly have steadily increased in their percentage 

of the population. In 1968, 9.3 percent of the population was 

65 years old, (more than a 1 00 percent increase). 1 By 1 980 it is 

estimated by the U. S. Bureau of the Census that the number of aged 

people will exceed twenty-four and one-half million. 2 One of the 

major reasons for this increase is improved medical knowledge and 

preventi.ve medicine. This new medical care has enabled elderly 

people to live longer, thus causing other types of problems. This 

new 20th Century phenomenon results in the increase of the number 

of young adults having to take care of their aging parents either 

economically, medically, or psychologically. Society and the family 

have not prepared themselves for this new phenomenon and no longer 

can many of the young adults cope with the problems of the elderly, 

as they did in the past. There are many reasons for the shortage 

of young adults being interested in the field of gerontology. The 

great amount of social and technological changes occurring so rapidly 

and the increasingly rapid way of life with high mobility rate makes 



it difficult for the family to give adequate care to the elderly as 

was done in the agrarian culture. These.changing family patterns 

influence the separation of the family physicall y and psychologicall y. 

This results in older pers·ons being l eft to their own resources, 

unable to rely on their children for support. 

2 

As the process of aging progresses, the resulting crisis is 

inevitable, and is a serious problem for each famil y involved. The 

degree of the crisis may vary. The situation may be that of the sudden 

hospitalization of an aged parent, or the death of one of the grand­

parents. Finding new living accommodations for an aged adult or giving 

financial assistance for a medical bill, along with helping to set up 

nursing care, or a rehabilitation program often becomes the responsibility 

of the children of the ol d person. The family may now have to give new 

psychological help to prevent the feel ings of lonel iness, hel plessness, 

insecurity, depression, and willingness to die. 

This 20th Century phenomenon is a problem presented to young 

adults and their families. This new crisis becomes a burden to a 

young adult when he has to "care for his own children, himself and 

his aged parents at a time when he begins to experience the first 

evidence of his own aging as indicated by fatigue or decrease in 

stamina and change in appearance. 113 The extended family patterns of 

society have changed today because of industrialization, urbanization 

and mobility. Even though the ag1ng parents do not live within the 

same households most ol der people with chil dren live close enough to 

at least one of them to visit weekly or more often. 4 



- Tibbitts states that frequently young adults make room in 

their home for an older parent, in a crisis situation or on a 

permanent basis. Today approximatel y one-fourth of the peopl e 

over 65 share a household with an adult child. He al so states: 

"relatively few of the aged who have children are 
shunted into mental hospitals or nursing homes, in 
order to get rid of them. Instead, most chil dren 
desperately seek other sol utions and turn to5 institutional ization only as a l ast resort. 11 

Even though the burden exists, the young adults try to cope with the 

tfisis in the best possibl e way. This rel ationship between young 

adults �nd their aging parents is one of the most confusing areas of 

study. Much of the information on the subject of intergenerational 

relations, between young adults and their ·aging parents, is based on 

myth rather than fact. 6 Very few books have been written on this new 

3 

phenomenon. The sociologists, doctors, and psychologists have neglected 

this field of study until recentl y. The family  was usually studied 

from a nuclear family setting. Rarely were. the grandparents brought into 

view. Individuals who studied the family life cycl e and man's l ife 

cycle were concerned with courtship and marriage, biological changes 

and sexual activities, pregnancy, chil d growth and rearing, adolescence, 

and divorce. 

Young adults are becoming increasingl y forced to isolate 

themselves from older individuals because of the fast pace of life 

today. The opportunity for rel ationships between young adults and 
.�. 

grandparents is being reduced continuously. Without an understandi�?-; 

of the aged, young people will have a difficult time helping the aged. 

Young adults are becoming more involved in politics and the power 



they possess in changing. major social probl em_s .  Because of this 

power, it i s  important that the young peopl e understand the 

prob·lems of the aged. If misconceptions about the aged continue, 

old programs dealing with the senior citizens wi l l  not be corrected 

�Y these young peopl e. The initiation of new programs and correction 

of the ol d programs is essential for the wel fare of the aged. 

The reasoning behind researching this area is to help with 

the understanding of society' s problems, and: 

"the imaginative rebuilding of the famil y equi pped for 
a changing society . . • .  If the short-run ai m is to hel p 
famil i es manage and reduce the tensions they carry, the 
l ong-run aim must be to prevent them from reaching an 
unmanageable l evel. To this end we must study the 
fami.ly in its total social context. 117 

Within this total social context are the aged. "The treatment of 

th� elder and his ul timate place i n  the famil y bear signifi cantl y 

upon the welfare and social ori entation of subsequent generati ons.118 

The study of the aged is only part of the total l i fe span of man 

jnd his family. 9 It i � the intent of this research to focus on the 

aged because of the "academic l ag" in  the field and the special needs 

of the aged today. It seems rather il l ogical to ignore the problems 

of the aged. It i s  a social problem. Therefore, the aged cannot be 

helped i f  the problem i s  not exposed and dealt with. 

This exploratory research is an attempt to discover the 

intergenerational attitudes of coll ege students towards the aged 

that can be utilized by others interested i n  gerontol ogy. The 

findings wil l be relevant to indivi dual s who wil l work_ with young 

peo�1e and the aging members of their famil i es.  This research woul d 

also aid professions that are invol ved in providi ng services for 

the aged and their fami l i es and also the educating of these groups. 

4 



REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 

In the field of gerontology there has been a shortage of 

publ ished research dealing with attitudes towards the aged. Not 

until recently have there been any investigations concerning the 

aged. The author will rely heavily on the literature review that 

Brockman has obtained, because he has access to many more sources 

than are available to the author. A·combination of Brockman's study 

and the author' s work will provide a l iterature review of the 

articles pertinent to the development of the hypotheses under 

investigation in this thesis. 

Within the review of the l iterature the hypotheses will be 

presented which are a combination of those used by Dr. Brockman in 

his studies of the aged and those generated by this author. Not all 

of Dr. Robert Brockman's hypotheses will be tested; only those 

dealing with the attitudes toward the aged. Dr. Brockman also 

dealt with the student' s attitudes towards self in relation to 

attitudes towards the aged. 

It has been established that it is essential to the field 

of sociology, as it is to many scientific studies, that replication 

of research findings be undertaken. ) "Replica ti on, properly conducted, 

may serve at least two functions. It may provide a more 

valid 'test of significance' where the usual test cannot be 

legitimately applied, and it may lesson the seriousness of the 

5 



'ecological fallacy', in which relationships between characteristics 

of individuals are wrongly inferred from data about groups . 11 1 0  

Replication can serve as a very important tool of the scientists 

of all fields. Katz states that "only when we attai n the level of 

standardizing our specifications for data can we see the extent to 

which reported findings are true generalizations.111 1  

This exploratory study will demonstrate that there are 

some socio-economic reasons for an individual' s attitudes towards 

an aged person. 

Tom Hickey of U . C . L .A. has found that many of the attitudes 

formed by a person about the aged are determined by stereotypes 

6 

picked up by that person. Hickey speculates that the person' s 

attitudes are related to early experiences. In Hickey' s study, he 

found that children as young as eight years old had already established 

concepts of the aged. It was also noted that socio-economic positions 

determine the differences in attitudes.1 2  

In 1 961 , Nathan Kogan found that there may be individual 

characteristics that determine a person's attitudes and behavior. 

Brockman' s interpretation of Kogan' s scale was that there was a· 

correlation between college students' scores on the authoritarian 

scale, and Srole' s scale of anomie and personality attributes and 

attitudes towards old people. There was evidence that students 

with unfavorable attitudes towards old people show higher levels 

of anomie. Also there was no clear relationship between authoritarianism 

and attitudes toward old people. 1 3  



Vari ables related to soci o-economi c status and attitudes 

about old people were included by many researchers. In Kutner's 

study of 500 older people there was a relati onship between social 

class and morale. The hypothesis confirmed that the higher the 
1 4  soci al-economic status the hi gher the morale for the respondents. 

Holli ngshead and Redlich revealed the relationship between mental 

health and social class and found that socio-economic status was 

clearly related to differences in  the definitions of mental i llness, 

and the attitudes and treatments of the mentally i l l. 1 5  

These five authors all had si milar findings; that is, socio­

economic position does affect one' s attitudes toward individuals. The 

author of this thesis has concluded, through the review of the 

li terature and a theoreti cal hunch, that i f  a person i s  fi nancially 

7 

and emotionally stable, he can afford to be more concerned about the 

aged. The person within the Upper Class Position can be more concerned 

about the aged, because he does not have to concern hi mself with his 

own problems as much. Also9 he does not have the fi nancial problems 

that the lower class person has. This reasoning led to the following 

hypothesis. 

Hypothesis Number One 

The respondents i n  a hi gher category. of Index of Class Posi tion 

will achi eve a hi gher positive attitude towards the aged than the 

respondents i n  the lower categories of Index of Social Position. 

There are many studies that have been revi ewed to determine 

whether or not there is any relati onship between attitudes towards 



old age and the sex of the i ndividual. Tuckman and Lorge did research 
---

8 

in determining students' responses to a questi onnaire of misconcepti ons 

and stereotypes about old people. They found in their study that 

there were thirteen signi ficant differences between men and women' s 

attitudes . 1 6  Also in the area of sex differentiated atti tudes towards 

older persons it was found that men's attitudes toward outgroups1 7  

increased favorably as they grew older. However, Kogan and Wallach 

found that older male subjects still had a more negative concept ·towards 

old people than did older females.1 8  Ethel Shanas states that her 

research found that a "daughter" i s  niore apt to give help to an older 

parent than a son. 1 9  In addition to the Tuckman and Lorge study, they 

found that individuals who had more di rect contact with a variety of 

old people were less negative in their attitudes towards the aging than 

those respondents who had li mited association with the aged. 2° Kogan 

teamed with another researcher, Golde and devised a sentence completion 

questionnai re to determine atti tudes towards old people. They found 

that the attitudes of young adults towards old people were qualitatively 

different from attitudes towards the broad class of people in general. 21 

According to Kogan, this was interpreted to mean if the ol der people were 

considered to be a mi nority group, the young adults were more sympatheti c, 

to the ethnic, racial and religious mi nori ties.22 In addition, Kogan and 

Shelton concluded that the beliefs about old people were similar to the 

ethnic and racial prejudices held by most minority groups. 23 

Utilizing the Tuckman and Lorge study, the author suggests that 

women will have a more posi tive atti tude towards the aged because women 

have more direct contact with a variety of old people. Women within our 



9 

society are reared to have more of a nurturant role. That is, daughters 

are required to take care of younger brothers and sisters more often 

than a son i s .  The game "pl aying house" i s  thou9ht of as a girls game 

with her dolls serving as a child which she must care for. 

A review of the li terature combined with thoughts and conceptions 

about the procedure of rearing chi ldren has led the author to develop 

the followi ng hypothesis. 

Hypothesis Number Two 

The female respondents will exhibi t a hi gher positive attitude 

. towards the aged than the male respondents. 

Another vari able that i nfluences the young adults atti tude 

toward the aged is the field they choose to study. Two authors, Anne 

Roe and John L. Holland, have dealt with this variable. In Roe' s 

book, she states a student' s occupational selection offers useful 

insight i nto their individual characteristics and differences. Her 

findings showed that a person interested i n  a service type occupati on 

had a personal i nterest in other human beings. Persons wi thi n this 

category were interested in personal i nteraction and· were also listed 

under the succorant and nurturant listing. These group members ranked 

high in social and religi ous values. The second category devised by 

Roe was the technology type of person. These individuals had high 

interest i n  material factors and did not have interest i n  personal 

interaction as di d the service type. The business category had 

interest in personal relations as the service group did, however they 

were different in that i t  was exploitative rather than nurturant. 24 



1 0  

- Holland developed hi s study 10 years later and his vi ews were 

similar to those of Roe on occupational choice. He believed that a 

person's occupati on was an expression of his personality. His theory 

states " (l) people were characterized by their resemblance to one or 

more personality types, and (2) their i nteracti on with the opportunities 

available in their environment led to outcomes that could be predi cted." 

These outcomes are vocational choice, vocational stability and achieve-

ment, personal stabili ty, creative performance, and susceptability to 

influence. 25 

Based on the findings of these two authors, students i n  the 

field of education and sociology should have a more positive attitude 

towards the aged than those in busi ness or physical sci ence. The 

education majors wi l l  rank highest on the attitude scale because they, 

like sociology majors, are i nterested in obtai ning a service type 

occupati on. Education majors will rank hi ghest because they deal 

more directly with i ndividuals. Sociol ogy majors will rank second 

because they deal with large groups of society. Busi ness majors will 

rank third because they are more interested in personal relations 

but are more removed from personal services. Physical science majors 

will rank fourth because they are more technologically ori ented and 

are not concerned about human behavior in the same way that education, 

sociology and business majors are. Based on this logic, the following 

hypothesis i s  proposed: 



Hypothesi s Number Three 

Respondents i n  the Department of Education will achieve a 

higher positive atti tude towards the aged than the respondents from 

the Departments of Soci ology, Business Administration or Physical 

Science respectively. 

Data colleged concerni ng religious signifi cance was shown 

to be conflicting in regard to attitudes towards the aged. 

Solomon, Havighurst, Albrecht, and Barron in their studies 

of religion as a factor in  attitudes ·toward aging concluded that 

religion is not a signi ficant factor. Barron sampled 496 New York 

City residents and concluded that there were no di fferences in his 

sample between those who had strong religi ous beliefs and those who 

did not. Solomon found no significant relationships between life 

t. f t. d 1 . . . t t. 26 sa 1s ac 1on an re 1g1ous or1en a 1on. 

However, Swenson found that i ndividuals who had fundamental 

religious convictions and habits were less apprehensive towards death 

than indivi duals with l i ttle or no religious activity. 27 

11 

In spite of the conflicting data the author i s  concluding that 

the significance of religion will make a difference in a young adults 

attitude toward the aged. The young adults who find religion significant, 

will have a more positive attitude toward the aged because reli gion 

emphasizes more than aryy other insti tution the philosophy of loving 

one another. Predi cated on this assumption, the followi ng hypothesis 

was developed. 



Hypothesis Number Four 

The respondents who designate that religion is a significant 

factor in their life will achieve a higher positive attitude toward 

the aged than those respondents who do not find religion significant. 

Based on Ferdinand Tennies, Community and Society28 and his 

definition of Gemeinschaft and Gesellschaft a hypothesis will be 

developed. The term Gemeinschaft means "community" in German. 

This society is characterized by the predominance of intimate primary 

relationships which emphasize tradition and kinship. This type of 

society is closely related to the rural-agricultural societies.29 

Ideally Gesellschaft is most typically approximated in modern urban 

society. It's emphasis is on utilitarian goals, and the impersonal 

and competitive nature of its social relationships. 30 

Based on the Tonnies ideal type society the following 

hypothesis was developed. 

Hypothesis Number Five 

Respondents who reside in rural areas or small towns will 

achieve a higher positive attitude toward the aged than those 

respondents who reside in larger cities. 

1 2  
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CHAPTER II 

METHODOLOGY 

The following chapter will illustrate the manner in which the 

investigation was conducted and also the instrument that was used to 

measure the attitudes of the students. The following chapter will 

contain (1) sampling procedures, (2) the data collection procedure, 

(3) the research instrument used, and (4) an analysis of the data and 

the statistical measures that were used. 

1 5  

THE SAMPLE 

The purpose of this study is to determine the attitudes of 

college students toward the aged. The author chose college students 

at Eastern Illinois University from four major fields to achieve this 

aim. They were chosen because of their accessibility and their 

particular majors. The students and their field of interest were 

chosen along a certain line of reasoning. These majors were thought 

to have different attitudes towards the aged. As stated in previous 

chapters, students in education and sociology, being service-type 

majors, should have a more positive attitude toward the aged than· 

those in the more technological fields; business administration 

and physical science. A purposive sample was taken from approximately 

1 2  percent of the Eastern Illinois University su!TITler population. The 

purposive sample was chosen because this type of sampling best 



satisfied the needs of this thesis. This sampling of students was 
-

not on a probability basis. The four different majors were thought 

1 6  

to have the different characteri stics the author was looking for. In 

addition to testing students in upper-level courses this would insure 

the typical population the author was looking for, a.��uming_that errors 

of judgment in the selection will tend to counter balance each other. 1 

The author recogniz�s that the students who are tested may 

not be representative of the total college student popu�-. 

However, economy, time and the problem of a probability sample during 

the summer session of four major departments made it unfeasible to 

use a di fferent sampling technique. 

Four different college majors were chosen, based on the 

assumptions that these students would provide a range of individual 

and group characteristics that would be related to different 

attitudes toward the aged. The Departments of Education, 

Sociology, Business Administration, and Physical Sci ences (Physics, 

Chemistry, Math) were selected. All were upper-level courses, 

selected for majors in  the parti cular field.2 

The problem as to why these individuals decided to study 

these particular fields is not a concern of this thesis. The 

questi on is, does the course content that these fndividuals are 

exposed to, indi cate a difference in their attitude toward the aged. 

Those students in service type majors (education and sociology) 

would score a higher percentage, exhibiting a positive attitude 

towards the aged than those majors in technological fields (business and 

physical science). These four particular majors were predicted to 



exhibit a 11li near11 relationship with attitudes toward the aged. This 

"li near11 relationship is predicted on the assumpti on that the major 

course content would emphasize a di fferent level of i nterest i n  

human behavior. 

The Education Department was selected because students 

within this field are interested in training i ndivi duals for future 

professional acti vities that are related pri marily to individuals 

and their behavior. The field deals with theories and learning 

focusing on individuals i n  terms of their growth and development 

and their group behavior. In addition, Brockman noted the 

. continuing i nterest of education students to be involved with 

i ndivi duals at different points i n  their life cycle.3 Education 

majors are also more concerned about service for i ndivi duals than 

for a group, or a large society. Indi rectly, the education major 

performs services which affect the whole society; however, initially 

the education major deals directly with indivi duals. 

The Sociology Department was chosen because the courses deal 

with theories of indivi duals, groups, and large groups of society. 

Members withi n the sociology fi eld focus mainly on broad soci etal 

problems and the consequences of group memberships for the indivi dual 

i n  society.4 Sociology was consi dered to have less influence on the 

individual than education. The i nterests of soci ology students 

were considered to be sli ghtly different than those of education 

students because soci ology courses deal with di fferent groups 

problems, and society as a whole, rather than i ndivi duals directly. 

;.. 
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_ The Department of Busi ness was recognized as dealing with 

some aspects of i ndi vidual and group behavi or in theory and structure 

of organizations. It is less related to the i ndivi dual than education 

and sociology. 5 As stated i n  Chapter I, busi ness majors have an 
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i nterest in human behavior as do the service majors. However, business 

majors would be less concerned about human behavi or and more concerned 

about commercial i nterests. 

The Physical Science Department was selected because they are 

not concerned about human behavior in  the same way as the other three 

fi elds. The physi cal sciences by vi rtue of the type of data that they 

analyze have a lower interest in personal behavior and a high i nterest 

i n  material factors.6 The physical scientist i s  concerned indirectly 

with soci ety and the indivi dual. The exposure he receives in this 

area i s  through educational requirements of the University and his 

primary concern withi n his own field i s  not dealing di rectly with 

social needs of society or th� i ndivi dual. 7 

DATA COLLECTION. 

The questionnaire used for this study was two pages i n  1ength, 

self-admini stered and required an average time of 1 0  mi nutes to 

complete. Part of the questions submitted to the respondents were 

taken from Dr. Robert Brockman's i nstrument.8 The questi ons were 

grouped i nto two secti ons, general i nformation, and thoS:e0fr6m.Dr. 

Brockman' s instrument dealing with atti tudes toward the aged. The 

central theme of the questionnai re was related directly to the 

hypotheses of this study. 



Three hundred and twenty questi onnaires were given to students 

enrolled in upper-level classes required for graduation by their 

particular department. Of the 230 questionnaires distributed, 225 

were returned. Only 221 were used for analysis because.of mistakes 

made in fi lling out the questi onnaire and incompleteness. 

OPERATIONALIZATION OF DEPENDENT VARIABLE 

The instrument used by the author is similar to the one used 
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by Dr. Brockman. The scaling of the instrument was predicated on the 

Guttman rationale .  The Guttman scaling technique i s  based on the 

. premise that atti tudes are unidi mensional and questions used to measure 

the attitudes represent varying degrees of "intensity" or possession of 

the attitude. Thus, agreement with a questi onnaire statement which 

represents a high degree of the atti tude allows us to predict that the 

respondent will agree with statements representing lower or less i ntense 

degrees of the attitude. The scaling technique is used to test these 

assumptions. It results i n  a coefficient of reproduci bi lity which measures 

the accuracy with which we can reproduce a person's pattern of 

responses from knowledge of his total score .9 This coefficient of 

reproducibility " • • •  must be a 90 percent probability of accurately 

reproducing from the i ndividual score values the response patterns 

which they represent. 111 0  

The instrument. used met all the mi nimum standards of a Guttman 

scale . The coeffi cient of reproducibility of the i nstrument used by 

this thesi s achieved a 94 percent probability of accuracy i n  the 

pre-test stage. 11 



20 

It is suggested by other authors, that the tests for a Guttman 

scale are suggestive of the validity of the scale .12 In addition ,  

consensual validity was used by asking professionals1 3  within the field 

of sociology to utilize their professional expertise in methodology 

to detennine the validity of the instrument. Another attempt to 

obtain accurate answers to the questionnaire was to ask respondents 

to answer the questionnaire if they so desired, if not, they did not 

have to answer. 

INDEPENDENT VARIABLES 

There are two important independent variables that had to be 

operationalized for each of the respondents: the respondents' Class 

Position and the detennination of the respondents' residency. The 

measure utilized for this study, to determine the respondents Class 

Position, was a two-factor index of Class Position developed by Ellis. 1 4  

This index grew out of the need to measure the social class of college 

students. The respondents were asked to choose from an occupation 

list their fathers' occupation. This was considered to be an 

objective assessment. Also, the respondents were asked to estimate 

the social class their family belonged to, which was a subjective 

judgment. The occupation is scored from a one-to-seven classification 

based on the Hollingshead and Redlich scale. The class identification 

question is based on the Kahl and Davis scale, scored from one to 

five. In computing the total score, the occupational score is added 

to the class identification scale. Ellis divides their scores into 
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six groups with the lowest scores representing the highest class 

position and the highest scores representing the lowest class 

position. The boundary scores are as follows: Group 1 (Upper), 2; 

Group II (Upper-Middle), 3-4; Group III (Middle), 5-7; Group IV 

(Lower-Middle), 8-9; Group V (Upper-Lower), 1 0; Group VI (Lower­

Lower), 1 1 -1 2. 

The second variable that had to be determined was the rural-

urban residence of the students. The students were asked to name 

21 

their hometown in addition to the population size of their hometown. 

This was to be a checking device on the accuracy of the students' 

estimation of population size. William H. Sewell 's theory was utilized 

to determine the difference between rural and urban. According to 

Sewell, the cutoff point between rural and urban was a population 

size of under 2,500 for rural dwelling and above 2,500 for an 

b •t 1 5  ur an conrnum y. 

The third independent variable dealt with the effect of 

religion on an individual's attitude towards the aged. The effect 

of religion on an individual was measured in two ways. First the 

effect of church attendance on the students attitude towards the 

aged was measured. Since attendance to a church function does not 

necessarily mean that an attitude is affected, a second question 

was designed. The second question was designed to determine the 

religiosity of the respondent. 

The fourth and fifth independent variables, academic major 

and sex, were measured by simple questions on the questionnaire • 



ANALYSIS OF THE DATA 

The analysis of the data was aided by the use of the 

computer data processing. The following steps were taken: 
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1. There were no individual questions on the questionnaire 
that completely differentiated a respondent' s attitude 
toward the aged, therefore, the respondents attitude 
toward the aged was determined by their total score. A 
coding procedure was developed, the lower the total 
score the more positive was the attitude of the respondent 
toward the aged. The higher the total score the less 
positive was the attitude. Answers receiving scores of 
one and two were strongly agree and agree, and scores of 
three and four, were disagree and strongly disagree 
respectively. Some coding had to be determined due to 
the fact that not all of the answers had identical 
responses. That is, the answers to the questionnaire were 
not all in the same order. This was done to hopefully 
insure honest responses. 

2.  The data were scored, keypunched and the Nucros Contingency 
Table program was utilized to produce bivariate relation­
ships between the independent and dependent variables. 

3. Controlling variables such as sex and socio-economic 
status were also done as they were hypothesized to 
affect various relationships being investigated in 
this thesis. 

4 .  The data was collapsed at pragmatic cutting points, which 
divided the sample equally for three variables so that 
analysis of the data would be easily interpreted. The 
first set of data that has been collapsed was socio-economic 
status. Originally Ellis divided class position into six 
groupings, two upper-class positions, two middle-class 
positions, and two lower-class positions. Pragmatically 
the best way to reorganize the data was to group these 
six categories into three groupings; upper, middle and 
lower. 

The Religion variable and the Total Attitudinal Score 
-a 1 so were co 11 apsed into their ·respective scores based 
on pragmatic cutting points, which divided the sample 
equally. 

5. The total scores of the respondents were taken and 
pragmatically divided into two groups, positive attitudes 
toward the aged and negative attitudes toward the aged. 



Because the middle range scores of the total scores 
are sometimes looked upon as nebulous, the extreme 
scores; the upper and lower quartiles, were obtained 
so as to compare to the original findings. 
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CHAPTER I II · 

PRESENTATION OF  THE RESEARCH FINDINGS 

The general purpose of this study, as stated in the first 

chapter, was to assess the attitudes of a select college sample 

towards the aged. A detailed review of the literature suggested 

a number of socio-cultural factors which help to explain the 

existence of different attitudes towards the aged.1 Five hypotheses 

· were advanced pertaining to the relationship between these various 

socio-cultural factors and attitudes towards the aged. In this 

chapter, each hypothesis will be restated and a brief summary of 

the theoretical justification for the hypothesis will be presented 

which should facilitate a clearer presentation of the findings. 

Hypothesis Number One 

The respondents in a higher category of Index of Class 

Position will achieve a higher positive attitude towards the aged 

than the respondents in the lower categories of Index of Social 

Position. 

This hypothesis was based on the review of the literature 

and the theoretical logic stated in Chapter I. Taking into 

consideration the literature findings and a theoretical hunch; 

if a person· is financially and emotionally stable he can afford 

to be more positive towards the aged. Table 3 .1  suggests supportive 

evidence for this hypothesis. 
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TABLE 3.1 

INDEX OF CLASS POSITION AND THE ATTITUDES TOWARDS THE AGED 

Class Percent Having Positive 
Position Attitude Toward the Aged 

l Upper Class 73.8% (42)2 

Middle Class 64 . 1 %  (1 31) 

Lower Class 52.2% (46) 

Garrma = . 265 

From this table it appears that the lower class does not have 

as positive an attitude toward the aged as does the upper class. Only 

52.2% of the lower class had favorable attitudes towards the aged as 

compared with 73% of the upper class and 64.1% of the middle class. 

Table 3.1 does suggest support for the hypothesis. However, by 

controlling for sex, Table 3.1 was elaborated. By controlling for 

sex the author was able to see how his original relationship holds 

for males but disappears for females. Tables 3. 2 and 3.3 will show 

this elaboration. 

TABLE 3.2 

INDEX OF CLASS POSITION AND THE ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE AGED (MALE) 

Class Percent Having !Positive 
Position Attitudes Toward the Aged 

Upper Class - 70.0% (20) .. 

Lower Class 54.5% (77) 

Middle Class 45.5% (33) .. 

Gamma = .2n7 
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TABLE 3 .3  

INDEX OF  CLASS POSITION AND THE ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE AGED (FEMALE) 

Class Percent Hav�ng Positive 
Position Attitude Toward the Aged 

Upper . Class 77. 3% (17) 

Lower Class 77.4% (41 ) 

Middle Class 69 . 2% (9) 

Ga11111a = .098 

Table 3.2 shows very little difference in the gamma or in the 

class responses. However, in Table 3. 3 the females show a big change 

in the gamma and class responses clustering around the 70 percentile. 

With the scores of the women clustering around the 70 percentile· and 

the low gamma of . 098 , it can be said that there is no significant 

difference between class position for females and their attitudes 

towards the aged. This also shows that women are more favorable 

towards the aged than males, regardless of their class position. The 

reasoning that class makes very little difference for women is 

predicated on the same assumption as hypothesis number two. Women 

within our society are reared to have more nurturant roles regardless 

of their social class. It seems possible that women can af�ord the 

luxury of a positive attitude toward the aged, while men might 

look at the financial burden. Their exposure to the aged is also 

greater than the exposure of males. This tends to make women more 

attuned to the problems of the aged. 
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Hypothesis Number Two 

The female respondents will display a higher positive attitude 

towards the aged than the male respondents. 

As stated in Chapter I, in the review of the literature, 

females will be more favorable towards the aged than males. Table 3.4 

clearly illustrates that 22.2 percent more women were favorable towards 

the aged than men. 

TABLE 3.4 

SEX AND THE ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE AGED 

Sex Per�ent Having -Positive 
Atti'tudes Toward the Aged 

.. 
Male I 54.2% (131) 

Female 76.4% (89) 

Gamma = -.465 

Table 3.4 supports the hypothesis and the theoretical reasoning 

that women will have a more positive attitude towards the aged pecause 

women have more direct contact with a variety of old people. Also, 

women within our society are reared to have more of a nurturant role. 

Investi�ating the extremes and controlling for different 

variables revealed no significant differences in either case. 

· · Hypothesis Number Three 

Respondents in the Department of Education will achieve a 

higher positive attitude toward the aged than the respondents from the 

Department of Sociology, Business Administration or Physical Science. 
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More specifically, education majors would have the highest 

percentage of respondents exhibiting favorable attitudes towards 

the aged, with decreasing percentages for sociology, business and 

physical science majors respectively. The reasoning behind predicting 

these results as stated in Chapter I and Chapter II is based on the 

review of the literature. Education and Sociology majors will be more 

favorable towards the aged because they are interested in obtaining 

a service type occupation. Business and Physical Science majors are 

more technologically oriented. 

TABLE 3.5 

ACADEMIC MAJOR AND THE ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE AGED 

Percent Having Positive 
Major Attitudes Toward the Aged 

Education 74.6% (60) 

Sociology 76.7% (59) 

. 

Business 55.8% (52) 

Physical Science 42.0% ( So)· 

GalTITia = .418 

Table 3.5 presents the data concerned with the relationship 

between academic major· and attitude towards the aged. As the data 

i ndicate, sociology majors had a slightly higher percentage of 

respondents holding positive attitudes toward the aged than 

education majors, 76.7% and 74.6% respectively. 



Sociology majors and education majors exhi bi t almost identical 

scores. In order to find out why these scores appeared this way, 

further i nvesti gation between academic majors and atti tudes towards 

the aged should be done. In di chotomi zing the dependent vari able 
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i nto posi tive and negative scores i t  i s  obvi ous that many of the 

respondents were nei ther posi tive nor negative but somewhat i ndi fferent 

toward the aged. A different method of di chotomi zi ng the sample with 

respect to the dependent vari able was therefore employed. Whenever 

developing a scaling device as di scussed in  Chapter II, i t  becomes 

problemati c as to how to take such a scale and divide the · sample i nto· . . 

vari ous categori es typi fying a parti cular level of atti tude. By 
di chotomizing the scale, systemati c bi as may be i ntroduced. As stated 

i n  Chapter II extreme scores were obtained • .  Upper and lower quartiles 

were needed to see i f  respondents with more opini onated atti tudes towards 

the aged would show a di fference i n  the academic majors scores. Table 

3 . 6  shows a reversal of the soci ology m�jors and the education majors. 

TABLE 3. 6 

ACADEMIC MAJOR AND THE ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE AGED (EXTREME) 

Major Percent In the Upper Quarti le 
(Posi tive Attitudes Toward the Aged) 

Education 96.3% (27) * 

Sociology 79.4% (34} 

Busi ness 50.0% (24) 

Physical 1 3 . 6% (22) 

Ganma = . 698 

* The raw scores i ndi cate the total number of each major i n  both the upper 
and lower quartiles combi ned. The percent reflects the number 1� the 
upper quarti le (having extremely posi tive atti tudes towards the aged) .  
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Looking only at the extreme scores, in Table 3 . 6, the reversal 

of the two majors, sociology and education suggests support for the 

hypothesis. The respondents who are represented in Table 3 . 6  have a 

more definite attitude toward the aged than those respondents in 

Table 3.5.  By i nvestigating the extreme score, the scores of the 

individual majors differs greatly. The respondents favorability 

towards the aged when using only upper and lower quartiles increased 

as predicted. 

Controlling for other variables produced no significant change 

in the ganma or the individual major ·scores. 

Hypothesis Number Four 

The respondents who desi gnate that religion is a significant 

factor in their life will achieve a higher positive attitude towards 

the aged than those respondents who do not find religion significant. 

Although conflicting literature was found, the author believed 

that religiosity would make a difference in the respondents atti tude 

toward the aged. The first way in which the author tried to test 

religion as a significant factor was through church attendance. 

The Table 3 .7  reveals support for the hypothesis.  

TABLE 3 .7  

CHURCH ATTENDANCE AND THE ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE AGED 

Attendance Percent Having Positive 
Attitudes Toward the Aged 

1 or 2 times a year 58.0% (100) 

1, 2, 3 ti mes a month 63.8% (69) 

4-1 2 times a month 73. 1 %  (52) 

Gamma = -.208 



32 

Table 3.7 shows that the respondents who found church attendance 

important i n  thei r l i fe a l so scored more positi vely i n  their attitude 

toward the aged compared to the other respondents. Table 3.7  al so shows 

that the respondents who attended church only once or twi ce a year had a 

l ower percentage of favorabi l i ty toward the aged (58%), as compared to 

the respondents who attended church four to twe l ve times a month (73%). 

This table a lso suggests supportive evidence for the hypothesi s .  However, 

by control l ing for sex, there are some significant d i fferences . 

TABLE 3.8 

CHURCH ATTENDANCE AND THE ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE AGED (MALE) 

Attendance Percent Having Pos i ti ve 
Attitudes Toward the Aged 

1 or 2 times a year 48.6% (70) 

l ,  2 ,  3 times a month .. 58.3% (36) 

4-1 2 times a month 64.0% ( 1 6) 

Ga11111a = -.220 

TABLE 3.9 

CHURCH ATTENDANCE AND THE ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE AGED ( FEMALE) 

Attendance Percent Having Positive 
Attitudes Toward the Aged 

1 or 2 times a year 80.0% (30) 
. 

1 ,  2 ,  3 times a month 68.8% (22) 

4-12 times a month 81 . 5% (22) . .  

Gamma = -• 01 5 
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For females,  church attendance does not seem to affect their 

atti tude toward the aged significantly .  However, for men i n  Table 3.8, 

church attendance i s  i n  some way related to thei r attitude toward the 

aged. Once aga i n ,  the traditional role women p lay i n  our society, 

possibly could be the reason women scored so pos i ti vely toward. the 

aged regardless of church attendance. The men having not been reared 

to perform the nurturant roles in  soci ety appear to be i nfl uenced 

by church attendance. 

Whether one could  attribute causal si gni fi cance to church 

attendance when exploring attitudes towards the aged i s  a d i fficult 

· questi on. Attendance to a church function does not necessari ly 

mean an attitude i s  affected. Therefore, to double check the 

rel i gi os ity of the respondent and h i s  attitude toward the aged, a 

second question was asked. The second question was designed to 

determine the rel i giosity of the respondent not h i s  church 

attendance. Table 3.9 suggests support of the hypothes i s  as 

Table 3.8 did  earl i er .  

TABLE 3.10 

RELIGIOSITY AND THE ATTITUDES TOWARDS THE AGED 

Si gnifi cance of Rel i gion · 
Percent Having Positive 
Attitudes Toward the Aged 

Central or ModerateJy 
Signi fi cant 76.0% (104) 

Minor or no factor at a 11 52 . 1 %  (61 ) 

Ga1Tma = .487 



Comparing Tables 3. 7 and Tabl e 3 . 1 0  there does seems to be 

some correlation of the respondents church attendance and h is  

rel i giosity and his  attitude towards th� aged. In Table 3 . 10 those 

respondents who found rel igion a central or moderately signifi cant 

factor i n  their l i fe showed a more positive atti tude towards the 

aged than those who found rel igion minor or not a factor at al l .  

Despite the confli cting l i terature the author predi cted that rel i gion 

would  make a d ifference in a respondents attitude toward the aged. 

This was based on the assumption that rel igion emphasizes more than 

any other i nstitution the phil osophy
.
to love one another. In thi s 

case, the respondents who found rel i gi on significant did  score higher 

than the other category. 

Once agai n ,  by control l i ng for sex, we find females have a 

more positive attitude toward the aged than mal es . Tables 3.1 1 and 

3 . 1 2  wi l l  show this point. 

TABLE- 3.11  

RELIGIOSITY AND THE ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE AGED {MALE ) 

Percent Having Positive 
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Signifi cance of Rel i gion Attitudes Toward the Aged 

Central or Moderately 
Si gni ficant 71 .4% { 56) . 

Minor or no factor at a 1 1  41 . 3% {75) 

Gar1111a = . 560 

However, for both sexes the i mportance of rel i gion to one ' s  

l i fe,  appears to i nfl uence atti tudes toward the aged. I n  both control 

tables the direction of the relationship dup l icates the orig i nal table. 



TABLE 3. 1 2  

RELIGIOSITY AND THE ATTITUDES TOWARD THE AGED ( FEMALE)  

Percent Having Pos i ti ve 
Sign if icance of Rel i gi on Attitudes Toward the Aged 

Central or Moderately 
S i gni ficant 81 . 3% (48) 

Minor or no factor at a l l  70.7% (41 ) 

Ganma = . 284 

As stated earl ier,  men are not as favorable towards the 

aged as women. 

Hypothesis Number Five 

Respondents who reside i n  rural areas or smal l towns wi l l  

achieve a h igher positive atti tude toward the aged than those 

respondents who reside i n  l arge cities.  
" . Based on Tonn1es ' ideal type society the hypothes i s  was 

developed. Table 3.1 3 �·: i Silggests ": support for the hypothes i s .  

TABLE 3.13  

RURAL , URBAN AND THE ATTITUDES TOWARD THE AGED 

� 
Percent Having Positive 
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Residence Attitudes Toward the Aged 
. .  

Rural 73.5% (49) 

Urban 60.5% (172) 

Garrrna = .288 



Thirteen percent more rural respondents than urban respondents 

scored positively towards the aged. Based on Tennies ' i deal society, 

the rural respondents emphas i ze primary relationships which  stress 

traditions and kinship .  Primary relationship and k inship are the 

reasons why the rural respondents scored more positively than the 

urban respondents . 
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The control tables for sex i l l ustrate how the ori ginal relationship 

had been distorted somewhat.  The fema l e  scores were much more 

favorable towards the aged than the mal � .  

TABLE 3 . 1 4  

RURAL, URBAN AND THE ATTITUDES TOWARD THE AGED (MALE) 

Percent Having Positive 
Residence - Attitudes Toward the Aged 

Rural 60.0% (30) 

Urban 52.5% ( 1 01 ) 

Garruna = . 1 52 

TABLE 3 . 1 5  

RURAL, URBAN AND THE ATTITUDES TOWARD THE AGED ( FEMALE) 
. 

Percent Having Positive 
Resi dence � Attitudes Toward the Aged 

Rural 94.7% ( 1 9 )  

Urban 71 .4% (70) 

Gamma = .756 



Nevertheless , control l i ng for sex does not expl a i n  away 

the orig i nal rel ationshi p .  

Once aga i n  the femal es show a more positive attitude toward 

the aged, as they have throughout a l l  of the other cases , cl ass 

position,  church attendance and rel i gion s i gn i fi cance. It i s  very 

apparent that Tonni e ' s  description of the Gemei nschaft soci ety i s  

very true i n  the case of women . However, women general ly  scored 

more positi vely toward the aged than men . The rearing that women 

go through as chi l dren and their exposure to ol der persons defi n i tely 

i s  a factor i n  their  attitudes toward the aged as i t  i s  i n  al l 

other cases . 
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FOOTNOTES 

1 The questionnai re which  was chosen to research the attitudes 
of col lege students toward the aged can be found i n  the appendix of 
this thes i s .  

2 In  th is  and a l l  fol l owing tables the number i n  parenthesi s  
i s  the base for the percentage. 
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CHAPTER IV 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

The purpose of thi s  thes i s  was to ascertai n  from col l ege 

students ,  their attitude toward the aged. The sample was chosen 

from col l ege students at Eastern I l l i nois  Universi ty.  The purposive 

sample represented approximately 1 2  percent of the Eastern I l l i nois 

Univers i ty summer population.  Upper-divi sion courses in  the field 

of education, sociology, busi ness and physi cal  science were chosen, 

based on the assumption that these students woul d  best provide a 

range of i ndividual and group characteri stics that would be 

related to di fferent attitudes towards the aged. 

The data for this study was obtained from a sel f-admini stered 

questionnaire. A purposive sample was chosen because thi s type of 

sampling  best satisfied the needs of this thesi s .  The students who 

were tested may not be representative of the total col l ege student 

population. However, economy, time and the problem of a probabi l ity 

sample during the sulTITier session of four major departments made i t  

unfeasi bl e  to · · .us:�· ··! a di fferent sampl i ng technique. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE S��PLE 

The sample was d iv ided almost equa l l y  between males and 

females . The males represented 59 . 5  percent and females 40 . 5  
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percent of the total popu l ation.  The students i n  the di fferent 

major fiel ds a l so were d i stributed somewhat equa l l y  being skewed 

only sl i ghtly toward the service type fields .  Education and 

Sociol ogy represented 26 . 7  percent and 27 � 1  percent respectively 

of the total population, whi l e  the fiel ds of busi ness admini stration 

and physical  science were 23.5 and 22.6  percent respectively. The 

majori ty of the respondents within the sample were of the middle 

c lass ,  59.8 percent, whi l e  the rest of the 40 .2  percent of the 

popul ation was equal ly  divided between the upper and l ower class.  

The only vari able that was not as equal ly  d iv ided was the home 

residence of the student population. Urbanites represented 

77.8 percent of the total population.  

GENERAL FINDINGS 

The students i n  thi s sample  showed varying degrees of 

favorabi l i ty towards the aged. They expressed through their responses 

to the questionna i re continuously their positive opinion toward the 

aged. Only i n  one i solated case, d i d  a group not i nd i cate a 

positive atti tude toward the aged. The physical science group 

was the only group which i ndicated a l ess favorabl e atti tude toward 

the aged. However, as a total popul ati on, 64 percent of the students 

had a positive atti tude toward the aged. 

On the bas i s  of the fi ndi ngs , i n  Chapter I I I ,  it appears 

that the fol lowing concl usions can be deduced. As a whol e ,  the 

sumner popul ation of Eastern I l l i noi s Uni vers i ty students has a 
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posi t!ve attitude towards the aged. The respondents who are i n  

service type occupations are more posi ti ve towards the aged, than 

those i n  technol ogical fields.  Rural respondents and those who 

found rel igion a significant factor i n  thei r l i fe were more positive 

towards the aged than ei ther urban respondents or those who were not 

concerned about rel igion.  Al so, students whose fami l i es were i n  the 

upper class were more favorable toward the aged than students whose 

fami l ies were i n  the middle or l ower cl ass . I t  i s  i nteresting to 

note that not only i n  the isol ated investigation of male and fema l e  

attitudes toward the aged d i d  the females have a 76.4 percent 

positive attitude toward the aged, compared to 54 . 2  percent for 

male s .  Also,  i n  a l l  of the control tables for sex, the female  

exhibits a hi gher percentage of  favorabi l i ty towards the aged 

than males. Regardless of the women ' s  social class,  residence 

or rel i gious s i gn ifi cance, she ranked much higher than the 

males as far as attitude towards the aged i s  concerned . The 

females wi thi n our soci ety experience definite rearing patterns 

which have an effect upon their overt opinions towards the aged. 

Women have c learly i ndicated that they have empathy for the aged. 

Men on the other hand, have positive attitudes toward the aged 

but do not exhi bit them as oyertly as do women.  The rearing 

patterns for males are not the same as for females .  Males must 

l earn to play a more domineering role and give financial support 

to the fami ly. The reason that males may not have as positive 

an attitude towards the aged as do femal es is due to their  reari ng 

patterns and the fact that they are not as exposed to the probl ems 
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· of the aged as women are. Another reason why males are l ess 

favorable towards the aged compared to females,  i s  that they feel 

the financial burden incurred as a resul t of the el derly rather 

than thei r social problems. Based on the existing data, many 

concl us i ons can be drawn. 

l .  The students under investigation general ly  held 
positive atti tudes toward the aged. 

2 .  Sex is the overwhelming infl uence in students 
atti tudes toward the aged. Females regardless 
of thei r l i fe styl e or soci o-economic status were 
more favorable towards the aged than mal es .  Mal e  
opi ni ons do vary with their soci o-economic status . 

3 .  In  the case of church attendance , as  i n  the case of 
cl ass posi ti on ,  the original rel ationship  di sappears 
for females but remains essenti a l l y  unchanged for 
males , when sex i s  control led.  

4.  However,  i n  the case of the subjective s i gnificance 
of rel i gion to students , the di rection of the original 
rel ationship is retained in control tables for sex, 
even though the strength of the relationship increased 
s l i ghtly for males and decreased somewhat for females .  

5 .  A unique pattern i s  reveal ed i n  the case of  rura l ­
urban residency. The di rection of the ori ginal 
rel ationship i s  retained i n  the control tables for 
sex. That i s ,  even though the male relationshi p  
dec l i nes i n  strength whi l e  i ncreasing for females , 
both sexes have favorable attitudes toward the aged. 

LIMITATION AND IMPLICATION FOR FUTURE RESEARCH 

One of the major drawbacks to thi s  study was the purposive 

samp l i ng procedure during the summer session.  Random samp l i ng during 

the regular school session might have been more advantageous in that, 

i t  might have gi ven more accurate respondents of the total col l ege 

student popul ation. Another methodol ogical research technique that 
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shoul d be impl i cated, i s  to derive a l ongitu�inal pattern of 

study i f  at a l l  possible .  I t  woul d  a lso be  val uable for future 

research i n  this fiel d of gerontology to select a more heterogeneous 

population. The heterogeneous population cou l d  be taken from the 

col l ege population or preferably from di fferent geographical 

segments of society. Sampl i ng a heterogeneous population would 

enhance the empirical genera l i zations that cou l d  be made. I f  the 

sampl i ng population i ncreases , a more sophisti cated computer program 

shou l d  be uti l i zed in  order to enhance a more prec i se account of 

the data. 

In addition,  research i n  th i s  area woul d  suggest the testing 

of middle-aged adu l ts ,  40-55 years, and their atti tudes towards the 

aged, i n  order to ascertain  whether or not the opinions of 

middle-aged adul ts differ from those of col l ege students . Middle­

aged adu l ts face different probl ems than do col l ege students . The 

middle-aged adu l t  experiences the burden of caring for h is  own 

fami ly,  of being exposed to the first evidence of o l d  age himsel f 

and poss i bly  of taking care of his parents. This wou l d  suggest 

future research i n  the area of insti tutional i zation of aged parents . 

There i s  a great need for research i n  thi s area of gerontol ogy. 

It was the i ntent of this research and perhaps the 

respons i bi l i ty of thi s  author to i nvestigate the probl ems of the 

aged. The aged have b�en i gnored for too long.  Hopefu l l y  this 

research wi l l  provi de some bas i s  for beginning to deal with the 

social probl ems of ol der persons . 
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QUESTIONNAIRE 

We would l i ke to know somethi ng about your atti tudes at present toward 
o l d  peopl e .  

l . Sex: 2. Age: 3. Hometown : 

4 .  Size of Hometown: 5. Academic Major: --------

6 .  Year in  School : 7 .  Grade Point  Average: 

8 .  Rel i gi on Preference : . 9 .  Ethnic Status : 

1 0 .  Which of the fol l owi ng categories does your father ' s  occupation fit  i nto 
best? Choose a category even though your father ' s  job i s  not l i sted . 

l .  Manager or owner of a LARGE company; major professional : doctor, 
l awyer, CPA, col l ege professor; El ected official of l arge c ity; 
Mi l i tary officer above rank of major, etc . 

2. Manager or owner of MEDIUM s i zed company; Minor professional : 
pub l i c  school teacher, cl ergyman;  El ected offi cial of smal l 
c ity,  accountant (not CPA ) ;  Mi l i tary officer up to major; 
District sal es manager, personnel manager ,  operates farm over 
200 acre s ,  etc . 

3 .  Owner of SMALL company, Admini strative position i n  l arge 
company , semi-professional , credit manager, i nsurance agent, 
mortician , sal esman, operates farm of 1 00-200 acres , etc . 

4 .  Owner of VERY SMALL busines s ,  cl erical or sales worker, 
technician,  operates farm of 50-100 acres,  etc. 

5. Ski l l ed worker or foreman: carpenter, baker, barber, tool and 
die maker, pol iceman,  pl umber ,  welder, heavy equi pment operator, 
owns and operates farm of l ess  than 50 acres , etc. 

6. Semi-sk i l led worker and machine operator: truck dri ver , meat 
cutter, Sharecropper or tenant farmer with l i ttle stock or 
equi pment ( farms for someone el se) , etc. 

7 .  Unski l l ed worker: trash remover, assembly l ineman ,  janitor, 
waiter, farm hand , frei ght handler, unski l l ed factory worker. 

1 1 .  Briefly, what does. your father do i n  h i s  job?----------� 

1 2 . I n  your own estimation, in  which of these social cl asses would you say 
your fami ly belongs? 

Lower Working __ Upper Middle 

( I f  you checked Middl e ,  would you say your family bel onged in the 
� upper-middl e,  middle-mi ddl e ,  or l ower-mi ddle social c lass? )  



1 3 . Ci rcl e  the number of years of school ing your father has completed. 

6 7 8 9 1 0  1 1  1 2  1 3  1 4  1 5  1 6  1 6+ 

1 4 .  Circ l e  the number of years of school ing your mother has compl eted. 

6 7 8 9 1 0 1 1  1 2 1 3 1 4  1 5 1 6  1 6+ 

1 5 .  How significant a factor i s  rel i gion i n  your l i fe? 
A central factor --

...,-- A moderately s i gni ficant factor 

A minor factor --
Not a factor at a l l  --

1 6 .  How si gnificant a factor i s  rel i gion i n  your fami l y ' s  l i fe? 

A central factor --

-- A moderately s igni ficant factor 

A minor factor --
Not a factor at a l l  --

1 7 .  How often do you attend church? 

Never Three times a month -- --

-- Once a year -- Four times a month 

Two times a year -- 5-7 times a month --
Once a month 8- 1 2  times a month -- --
Two times a month More than 1 2  times a month --

18 .  How do  you feel , i n  general , when you ' re with old peopl e? 

-- Very uncomfortable 

Somewhat uncomfortable --
Somehwat comfortable --

-- Very comfortable 

1 9. What are you bothered by most i n  old  people? (P lease put number--1 , 
2,  3, etc . - - i n  front of the fol l owing,  i n  terms of what makes you 
feel most uncomfortabl e ,  second, etc . )  

__ Their  appear?nce : wrinkled and decrepit 

Their complaints about health and di sabi l i ty --
Thei r chi ldi shness --
Stubbornness --
Old-fashioned values and standards --

-- The fact that they ' ve got one foot i n  the grave 
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20. "Young people have a great deal to l earn from people who have 
T1ved a l ong time" . Do you agree or d i sagree with thi s statement? 

Strongly Agree Di sagree 

Agree Strongly Di sagree 

21 . How often do you yoursel f thi nk of what i t  wi l l  be l i ke to grow old? 

Qui te often Very sel dom 

Occasional ly Never 

22. " I n  order to have a happy old age one must keep active; i sol ated 
old  people are the ones who suffer most . 11 Do you agree or disagree? 

Strongly Agree Di sagree 

Agree Strongly Di sagree 

23. Do you l i ke being around o l d  peopl e? 

L ike very much 

L i ke somewhat 

Di s l i ke somewhat 

Disl i ke very much 
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