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 FOREMORD

The decision to build a new echool building ie one of the major
: long term commitments made by a school board and the community it

repreeents. New opportunities to expand and enhance the educational o

e

program are created. However, changing c1rcumstances over which the' o

sbhool'board bas limited control can alter the ultimate utilization

| B of a uChOOl plant and the total 1mpact of such a decision may have

‘rimnlicatlons for the future which are not predictable in advance.

" This- paper describes the participation of the school board from

o fthe 1ncept10n of the plannlng procedure, through the construction

phas ses, and 1nto the eventual operation of a new phyaical plant for

. the Flora Junior High School in Flora. Ilwmn is. nnf.gpf‘“"

By law, and as a matter of publicihvcord, the Official Minutes |

.
~,

of the Board of Education must show a record of {on taken on
specific issues. This.transcript dOes_not;1nc1ude?referenCesvto the
deliberative processes involved, the compromiSee'which.are frequently‘

.neceeoarj, nor the intent of the various motions which precede the

simple statement of a recorded vote. f_“mw

The author has proVided 1nterpreti§emcomments and supplemental

background information for the sake of clarity and'continuity in the



.

g ‘sequenCe of e§Ents. dTnese commente are based upon his knowledge of or

' His”panticipation in the various euentg as they transpired.l During the R

enrly-stages outldned in tRe naper, the author was employed as a

1,teaohef'in:the District and then as an Eiementary Principal. For the

t“past five-&ears, the authon has served the District as Principal of

' -tne=Fiora Junior.High School. .In this capacity, he has worked as a
'o-ordlnator, consultant, complalner, and in whatever role the

3_51tuatlon seemed to requlre. Frequent contacts with the Superintendent

o of Schools, regular attendance at School Board meetings, and involvement

“-inion varlous commlttees related to the bullding and the educatlonal

"?fi.iprogram w0re vehlclcs through which de01sions were made.'

. CertaL& aspects of the program are regulated by law or routine.

:  Other problcmu are unlque to this partlcular situatlon, although they
;are 1ndlcat1vc of unforeseen c1rcumstances which influence to ‘some

e%tent any bulldlng prOﬁram, and flnally some errors were made Whlch
perhnps could have been av01ded when viewed in retrospect although thcy ‘
'fwere con501ent10usly evaluated and acted _upon in good faith at an e

earller tlme.'

. . P
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'CHAPTER I’

THE COMMUNITY AND THE SCHOOLS : .

THE CCMMUNITY

| The present communlty of Flora was orlginally settled in’ 1818 |
the year Illanls'was admitted to statehood.v By the 1830'8 Flora had i ti
become a trade center and one of the flrst commun1t1es to develop i
.alonw the Vﬁncennes to St. Louls Road.: In the 1850'5 the first
rallwaj was constructed through Clay County and by the turn of the
‘c«rturj, Flora was’ the bu51est ra11 center in the area.: Durlng the
1920's US Route 50 was completed.' The'CQnstructlon of US Route 45
 then provided Flora Wlth gbod highway and rail transportation.:" “
‘oubsequentlj, the dlscovery of oil in nearby areas in the 1ate 1930'8

produced qulte an 1ncrease in populat1on and business actlvity. Since

ﬂ

'that tlme a, smgnlficant trend has been & shifting of the populatlon
'vh".' B \‘4‘
baue from the rural to the urban areas. Thls trans:tion has resulted

#y

i'from chqnnes ‘in agrlcultural productlon methods, consoildation of -

urifarms, the lagglng 0il economy, dlmmnlshing railroad activity, and the ,‘

favallabxlity of better services in residential areas.»~'

Flora has been able to maintain a competitive position in south=

cenlral Illlnols and has recently attracted several new industries.

A cy



mh1’ has bolctered the economic base of the area and also provided a
‘>morc substantial base for ]ocal property tnxes.

Flora 18 experiencing "grow;ng peins" as requests for services are
’increasing and financial limitations require a priority treatment

:_in prov1ding for additional extension of services.

Population growth‘and characteristics reflect an out-migration

{idfof.the community 5 young people and a predominance in the older groups
‘iflndicating a substantial number of retired,keople.« | B
" The median family income is somewhat belowdthe state and nationsl
levels although this figure compares fayorablvaith other communities
in the surrounding area.l | |
The communityfhas generelly'responded feyorably touard proposed

capital improvements and building programs.

' PREVAILING SOCIETAL CONDITIONS
The decade ‘of the Sixties was a period of social tran51tion and
turbulence. Many factors contributed to the apprehen51on and discontent
which was registered throughout our social structures during the latter
l.,years of the decade. | ':JY/ e |
Continding inflation and an expanding economy were contributing
~ to increased prices for materials and servxces._ The cost of liVing

' ;wa climbing rapidly,‘and rising interest rates were pushing upward the

ost whlch the consumer had to assume on long term purchases. The tax

"

1General Planning and Resource Consultants, "A Comprehensive
Community Plan, Flora, Illinois" 730 De Mun Avenue, St Louis,

S ‘Missouri, 1969- R S
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-burden on 1nd1v1duals was also rising. sharply, and the competition for

":tnx monlos at all levels of government was more 1ntense as additional
' TS o
qorvicos were bolng demanded by cons tituents. hy

Unprecedented changes were also being experlenced in educational

¥l

""endeavors. Changlng concepts and vélues were rendering unstable many .}}‘

praCtlces whlch had been accepted W1thout challenge. Confrontationf'
between regulatory agencies and teachers as well as students were A
.ﬁflllnten51fy1ng in frequency and scope.t"f:; \i'jF< ;};:. 13
Technologlcal changes, new technlques for presentatlon of materlals,
 and th° use of computers in educatlonal appllcatlons brought the

' "Knowledge UYp1051on" to rest on the doorstep of the educational

profe 1on w1th a thruot that could no longer be denied.

Newly enacted legislatlon, interpretatlons by the courts, and

problems in the enforcement of existlng ‘in varloue areas were of

critical concern to those 1nvolved in publ»c educatlo:

School closings due to inadequate financmal upport were - 1ncreasing,
yet :the local resident often felt Justlfied mn votlng down an. increase

in.local taxas for educational purpOSes.l Thiswwas not because he

thﬁn“ht the\local requeet for addltlonal funds was unjustified but

because thls seemed h1 Only reeourse to‘reglster hls general disapproval
of increased taxatlon at all levels of government. |

- While it is true that the major portion of support for educatlon is
grndually being shifted’ from the tradltlonal'dependence on local tax |
sonrces to increaced fundlng ‘through state and federal programs, the

provision of physical facilities for educatlonal purposes remains



;_'1n,moet 1nstances subject to ratif1cat10n by and support of the local

_ch1t1 onry. SR

In 1968 when plans for the Flora Junior High School wero being

;”lformulated the plcture was not'encouraging. Intereat costs for publiof

“}~,t:e1ementary and recondnry school bonds set new records and 1 proposed

fibond 1ssues were meetlng 1ncreased voter resistance. »
| The average net interest cost in 1967—1968 roseé to 4.55%. This'
:represented a h6. % 1ncrease 1n new intereét costs sxnce 196}. Monthly.w
B approvals were ranglng from only 39.0% of the dollar value of bonds |
‘votod on to 77 1% of the dollar value,‘an average of only 62 5% of the _

'dollar value proposed was reported approved.a This compared with an
approval of \f") 2% in '1967. |
Many schéol bond issues w1th;n the State of Illinois and i

nearby communltles were turned down by the voters during this period,

i 3 T
w o

':‘of tlme.
- THE FLORA SCHOOLS '
Durlng the time plans for the new Junlor ngh School were belng

formulated, thc hlgh school program and the elementary program were LA

'0perated as &ndependent units under separate school boards and

»vadmlnl,trators. The boundarles were not ontiguous. Consolidation
had been dlscussed but there was' no 1ndi ¢was a real

possibility within the near-futurea

2Barr, Richard S., Bonds Build New Schoqlg, American Educatlon._
Unlted States Department of Health Educatlon and Welfare. " Office
of Educatlon, January, 1969', p. 29. w0
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FZO?AATOWNSHIP HIGH sCHOOLthsTRicT’gg ¥~

' The High School district comprised-a nd area of 171 'quare

miles. The nssessed valuation in 1968 was $25.025,283 & The asseesed

ducational tax

valuation pcr pupil in 1968-1969 was 339 960.‘» T™H

. . rate. for 1968-1969 was .9050 and the total tax rate extended in -

1968-1969 was 1. 4790.“,

e [ & ‘ ’

- The first building in the High Schoolfiodblex'Was erected‘insl912.‘ .
‘Additions were completed in 1939 and 1956.> A total of thirt& classrooms
and various spec1a11zed educational fa011it1es including shops,fJ
1aborator1es, gymna51ums; auditorium, cafeteria, and library were
; provided. A portion of the twenty five. acres oWned by the district
was utilizedffor a football field, track and field facilities. and a-
baseball diamond. | | Lol
The school staff 1ncluded thirty-two teachers, cafeteria workers,’
: maintenance staff, office personnel, and two administrators.‘ Beginning
’enrollment in September 1969 was 63k students and the average daily |
attendance during the 1968-1969 school year was 611 b students.
Graduates of Lincoln Community Consolidated District #30 and
Xnnia CQmmunitJ Consolidated District #3 are included in the Flora |
‘ Hlbh School enrollment figures in addition to those graduating from

the Flora Grade School. » ' ‘T;Jf,

3Educational Directorj, Clay County, 1969-19?0. Virgil D. Shafer, o

County Superlntendent of Schools.» Louisville. Illin01s, 1969,

968 Asressed Valuations and 1969 Tax Rates in Descending Order, B
-Division of Finance and Statistics, Office of the Superintendent of
Public Instruction. Circular Series A, Number 258. ', 1968.



' FLORA COMPUNITY CONSOLIDATLD DISTRICT 133
The elomentary diatrict comprised an area. of #0.50 equare miles.
vThe ass ,ed valuation in 1968 was . 81& 068 630.51 The average valuation

por pupil in 1968-1969 was 814 793, The tax rate for the educational

2 fund in 1968—1969 was .90 and the ‘total tax rate: extended in. 1968—1969

JWas 1.5680.6

The staff 1ncluded the superrntendent, -four: building principal-{,

teachers, forty-one full t1me teachers, and\two part-tlme teachers.

"The supportlng staff 1nc1uded a part-time school nurse, secretaries, \

V"{?_‘i cooks, and-cuotodlans. The beglnnlng enrollment in 1969 was 997 and

“'rfthe averabe dally attendance durlng 1968-1969 was 951.

The Floka Grade Schools have followed a concept bf neighborhood
elementary attendance centers (K-G) and a central faclllty for grades_ ;

~ seven and elght.,

A brlef descrlptlon of’ each of theee*

Washinpgton School

The bulldlng was constructed in 19h0 & two acre site in )
~the south part of town. It housed six claserooms (1-6), office'

= ‘space, etorage, and a small gymna81um

with.a stage. Enrollment_

in September 1969 was 148, students.

R

prand1ng educational programs caused the gymna51um to be

converted for use on alternate days and varylng time 1ntervals for

]

i o
. -

5Educational Directory, Clay County, o _2} cite hfaf

6 i
1.968 Assessed Valuatione and 1969 Tax Ratee,in Deecending Order,
_0_2. (1t. ' A« T ‘ PR RS
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vinstruction in art, mueic, band, and uoe ao a 1ibrary. The stage

as utxlized as a teachere’ room an' medial reading clasoee

chre taught in a renovated storage¥

Semlnary School

This bumldlng was constructed in 1951 on a three acre eite

”“ﬂin'the west part of town.' It housed seven olassrooms (K-6), office

ispace, storage areas, and a small gymnasium w1th a stage. Student
enrollment at’ th1s center in Septemteéh 1969, was 238 pupils.  ff
| The gymnasium had been converted to prov1de classroom space‘
" for two Educable hentally Handlcapped'classes and an addltlonal '
first gradeeclasst‘-The‘stage erea'wes)utilizedxfor #ocal nnsic,
audio—¢isu11 prOSection room,‘and a'teacnefe'tnoom. Art classes

walked one block to a renovated dwellzng located on a part of

the school 51te.

v Nandvnn School

~ Conatructed 5n 1957, thie buildina waa the nowoot of tho
1-e1ementary attendance centers. ' It was located on a two and one
half acre site in the‘east!part of town. 'The-one story building S

. ‘.

housed ¢welve c&asorooms, K1ndergarten, nurse 8 office, central sl

admlnlutretlve offices for the dietrict. cafeteria, band room.
stora&e arras, teachers' roOm, and rest rooms.. A gymnasium cn‘-,
this elte was ueed exclus1vely for Junior'High classes. |
Students in the surround1ng fural area ‘were transoorted by
buotto thlo ettnndance center.‘ In September 1969 the student

"cnrollment was 38? studente (K~6)s y
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‘ Junlor Hibh School

o The Junlor ngh School was 51tuated on the same site as the.
ffECundree buxldlng. Thls two story building was built in 1917.
: It contalned eleven classrooms (including three basement rooms),
ft7a small offlce, an inadequate 11brary. basement rest rooms, |
'”gand llmlted storage space. . Student enrollment was 22& students
‘ ‘~1n September 1969. | » : .“ "; i,
- Asphalt play areas. basketball cAurts, small softball diamond ?
~ ; and very llmlted track facilltles on the site were shared with :: |
“ students in the upper elementary grades.‘]” e f ot
The school population remalned relatlvely constant but the

1n1t1atlon of several new programs had usurped space in each of the

‘attendance centers thereby creatlﬂg ‘undue™ 1imitatlons on their
educatlonalbprograms. Further expansion in the academic offerings and -

the supportive services to students were desired but were not feasible_.g

due to space restrlctlons.

’; The o]d Junior High bulldlng had reached a state of obsolescence

“,f japt1y descrlbed by the follow1ng statement:

R Thls term is used to de51gnate bulldings that structurally
‘are in such condition that they would probably stand for another
fifty years or more, but from the v1ewpolnt of" housing an
educational program are generally uns&tisfactory. ‘These buildings
usually have good foundations, good’ whlls, and: good roofs, but
- lack many of the requirements for: accommodating a‘good ‘educational
program. They are generally of non-fire proofzconstruction, with
poor lighting; have no special rooms for: apty music, shops, .and.
cafeteria, library, offices, clinice, gymnasiums, and the 1ike,
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and have ‘inadequate heating plants, toilets in basement rooms,
and poor plumbing. Moreover, these buildings are usually
rcctanpgular in shape with windows on all four sides so that .
additions cannot be made without' cutting off light from some of -
“the classrooms. Then again, these buildings generally have .
" amall sites and are seét in the center of the site so that such -
L plnygroung;as exists is badly cut up by the placement of the
. building. L TR ' . i o

\ : ¥
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AR ?AASA}Yearbook;-Aﬁerican_School‘Buildinéél QNational Education":
- Association, Washington D. C., 1949, p. 267¢ i :
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CHAPTER II

 DEVEL OPING PLANS FOR A NEW ﬁunnme" SR

PRELIVINARY ACTIONS BY THE SCHO?L BOARD R
- The first 1ndication of interest by the School Board in advance'
plannin ,for a new fac1lity appeared in the March 1964 Board minutes.
‘iVVAriou ava11ablc properties were. diecuesed, and Mr. Floyd Henson, |
'the uuporintendent, was 1nstructed by the Board to make contact with.
coneultants for additional asszstance in seleotlng a suitable 81te.
| .After cousulting w1th Mr. Virgil Shafer, the Clay County

ﬁf*Q5iSuperintendent of Schools, the’ General Telephone Company wag asked 'qf‘;'”

‘5;: for a proaection of their population figures. Their 1nformation

}1e1nd1cated thnt the community would experience a emall but steady

:;;?fgrowth in: the surroundinr rural area ae well as: within the municipality

V.proper contqnuing 1nto the turn of the century.-
\

St

Contact was. also made With Dr. Victor Randolph, an}oducationei‘r‘
‘r:consultant from Southern Illinois Un1versxty, and he made a report
at the Maj mectmng of the Board of Education. He advised against !
“bulldlnb on any of the present smtes since thervwere below minimum
'rrccommondatione for epace and cautionea that adding roome on to existing
| bulldlnﬂu would be 1nadvisable eince the buildings were not planned

. . : : . = w‘i-& E PORE

N
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"‘for_cxpansionfwithout Wasting excessive spaces 'He suggested that
'buyiug lwnd for a needed fecility in qdvance was a good bueinnn
"uractlce since Lhc VAluo ot land for a euitable school eite continues

to rise. If plane d1d not develop, any land 50! acquired could bve sold

o at a later:tlme. He also proposed that the Junior High School should

‘ have‘sepdrate fecilities.. At the June meeting, the Board tabled any -

further action on securing a new building eite.q Thie precluded any

'further actlon for several months. Lo \'. |

In January 1965 a letter to the Board extended an opportunity to 4-

' 'purchase a tract of land in.the northeast section of town.  This tracti'*

was adjacent to a new road to be built around Flora, ‘had good elevatlon

and dralnage, and was partially w1thin the corporate 11m1ts with -

'addltlonal acreage avallable out51de the c1ty limits but within the -

.school district boundarles.kp,' T

This letter again prompted consideratlon on a buildlng proposal.
A.commlttee was app01nted to exemine thls tract of 1and and work outA
{_arrangements for purchase 1£ 1t appe;red tea81ble. In March 1965 thefti
}};Board d1d purchase a twelve acre tract with the option of purchaaing :
oy v;_."’the adjacenf\ acreage at a later date. ‘ e '
i The uchool Boa;d grented perdieeion to the City of Flora to
Obtaln an eauement across. the,property for a primary electric power Y

line to supply ncw 1ndustr1a1 sites whlch were being developed. This.'l'

would also assure an adequate electrical eupply for a new echool

should future needs require it.;~



'dgfonmt Dlstrldt from an educatlonal and a flnancial perspective. He

b

{
LI

0
1

No fﬁrtho;'record‘of any discussion regarding a new building was

entered for‘a period of two years. In June 1967 the Board voted to

s

purchase the addztlonal acreage. This action would provide a site'of

apprOXImately 18 acres for use if and when 1t became feasible to build

. a new facmlity. ‘The intensity of the»informal deliberations began to

increase'as.indebtodness of the district on existing,bond issues began; o

to be'paid:off.. The site would now be ‘debt free by the time plans for

‘a new structure could be culmlnated. "’”‘i\" T

A questlon arose regardlng the possibllity of consolidation with

~

"the adj01n1ng elementary dlstrlcts and the Flora ngh School comblnlng :

to form a Un1tlestr1ct. The Board felt that this should be investigated
before bu11d1nv plans were . submltted to the voters. o | '
spec1a1 meeting was - called 1n January 1968 to further examine

_the prospects for consolidatlon. Administrators and Board ‘members from

]‘Llncoln Blementary Schoor (Dl trlct 30) Xenia Blementary School

(Dlstrlct 3) Flora H1gh School (Dlstrlct 99) ~and the Flora Grade e

;;School (Dlstrlct 133) were in attendance. Mr.kVirgil Shafer. the

*j;County Supcrlntendent of Schools, discussed formatlon of a Community

F‘dpresonted what he felt were the advantages and the dlsadvantages of

such a move and its’ implications for theﬁfuture. Repreaentatives of. the

D, e

various dlstrlcts were asked for thelr reactlons. Few opinions were,iﬂ
-l’_g it
erros"ed 50 they Were asked to get responses from patr?ns in their
J :»« e : PN
rcspnctlve dlstrxcts and report back at a later meeting.

ety
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- When the representatives reported back, it appeared that the Flora
M‘“p-_Llementnry Dietrict and the Flora High School Dintrict were intereeted

“tjin further 1nvestlgatlons but the outlying districte (Linooln and Xenia)

i

',‘rejectod any further coneideration.; Consolidation within thc forseeable

ffuture appeared doubtful. _-,;‘Vit»liat.i'kildz?":.
Momentum for 8 new building cOntinued during the next few months

ralthough no. formal entry vas made in the offical Board Minutes.- Another ‘

easement was requested by the City Council\to permlt utility 1ines to |

be laid on the south 31xteen feet of the school property.~ This

‘:;,:h Vappeared mutually benef1c1al sincE'it would permit the City of Flora-f
it to 1nsta11 utillty hookups for a new re51dential area now developing |
1twest and soﬁth of the school 51te, and it would also extend water and B

eas mains- to the west boundary of the school property and make them

'rl?-more roadlly accessable if constructlon were to begin on the site.

The next entrlee-indlcate a more serious 1nterest ‘on the part of i

j'the School Board to actually begln working toward a new building.

In Pay 1968 a report was made on visitsi j'nivernon*‘and O'Fallon, R -;54

IllanIS to 1nspect new bu11d1ngs. ]«
" The June and July meetings of the Board 1ii“ , presentations PR
were made by various architectural firmsc A flurry'of activity was

becomlnF evident.  Questions were being asked and answere sought «: 7“ff_

: regardlng the educational needs of the di‘trict and the financial
ablllty of the dlstrlct to provide for Shese needs.; -

In September 1968 a motion was made to employ Engineering Services

Corporation of Decatur for the purpose of planning and bullding a new
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s?hdo%fbuiidiﬁg asupér contract presented. The Board was niow committed

“to get to'work in earnest and develop a building proposal which could be

7;'pubm1tted to the voters of the dlstrict.

&t

PLANNING FOR A NEW JUNIOR HIGH BUILDING

In addition to visitations to new schools made by fhe Bdard of
.Educatlon members, several of the teaching staff And admlnistrators had
been granted an opportunity to view new bu%ldlngs and examine programs
in areavschools. The existing program'wasrevaluqted and possibilities
for changes and improvements in“the«curriculér offe?ings'were discussed.
Suggestioﬁs were solicited from the administ:ation, the faculty, the |
student cou%c1l, and 1nterested laymen. The curficulum coﬁncil
conducted a survey of programs offcred and fa0111ties available in
ncarby communltles.

The wrade K-6 organlzatlon in the dlstrlct waé self-contained
classrooms with the classroom teacher teaching ?}1 subjectsvexcept
vbcal music and art. Thesé classes yeré»taﬁght'by an itinerant
teacher and each met twice weekly for-dné semester. . Gymnasiums at all
elementary gites were a551vned for other uses making them inaccessible
R‘for phy51ca£ educatlon purposes 1n the respectlve scho?ls. '
The Junior ngh (grades 7 and 8)_was departmentallzed with

students_required to take all courses.  The course offerings'were quite

basic with the exception of some Spahish instruction in grade eight.

A1l students were scheduled for One'period weekiy in art and vocal

&ﬁsic with band optional for interested students.



Nr. Leste}.Grant,'educationallc0nsnltnnt,for Engineering Services
'»'Corporntidn; COndncted a’survey8 of the district and presented several
aTtornatlves regardlng poesible locations for a new building,

fv.uugueotmon for adding on and changing the present buildings’ to

‘..Hlnccommodqte an expanded inutructional program, a financial ascessment, .

'L Of Publlc Instructlon

vlnformatlon regardlng consolidatlon, and a suggested amortization
>eftochedule for 1usuancerf a bond proposal. | |

: An added 1mpetus toward plannlng for éh new bulldlng was an
.‘r'offlclal Vloit by representatives of rthe’ Offlce of! the Superintendent
9 in January, 1968 An 1nten51ve investigat1on
fwao conducted by spe01allsts in -each department. Although the1r
flndlnru dlé not upeclflcally 1mp1y a new buildlng, it was obv1ous
 that magor alteratlons to the ex1et1ng facilities would be reeulred for

"*he changes in the educatlonal program they suggested. Spec1flc

mentlon wasg made for 1mprov1ng the llbrary services and aud10-v1sual

1nstructlona1 materlals. It was‘gﬁggested that the fac111ties for
>teach1ng sc1ence were very 11m1ted, and prov181on should be made for
a'gc1enCe laboratory. The lack of gymnasiums and all purpose rooms ;' .

yln the elemdntary attendance centers was cited as unde51rable.' The

: report uugge ted that con51deratlon should be piven to improving the
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'ﬁﬁﬂrncglities'for'art'nnd music classes. The reportvconcluded Qitn‘e
"stntomomt thst‘the Board should "gtart mmaking eometlong rangejpiana
to prov1de the additional epnce needed" o ‘

As a result of these activities some rather basic decisions .
~regarding the program to be.offered'in the new Junior High building .
_ were beinw formulated.v A summary'of ‘the major objectires‘to bev ) |
1ncorporated 1n the plans for a new buildln followss - : ,

L;brarx - Should be larger and more aicessible. It should be
planned to 1nc1ude audlo-vlsual materlals,:records, tapes,
magazines; and resource materials.‘:It shouid be considered a

" learning Center sndnintegrsted with the totsl}program for students
and teachers. | g L F ’ | -
CWassroom - Should house 25 -20 students comfortably and be

- large enough to accommodate 1arger groups when necessary.
QCIane‘-- A laboratory wlth modern equipment so that the focus s
of the program could shift from teacher lectures and demonstrations

s.~to a more student centered program of experlmentlng and reportlng.,if

'huelc and Art - Space‘and equipment should be aVailable to expand

‘.the ecoﬂe of the present program for studente expresoing a
doflnite intereot in these~areaa. ’.’Q :

T

'l Tndustrlal Arts snd Homo Economics - Should be offered as a

'-‘vncqtional orlentatlon and - also as an 1ntroductory and exploratory

.{fsltuntlon for all students to (1) 1earn baeic fundamentals in
"v

bnso qrons, (2) give an introduction whioh could lead to
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profitable uee of leisure time in the future, and (3) provide
bd»lc lnowlcdbe in grooming and child care for the girle and
simple.mnintenance-and repair for the boys :since not all will
.sraduetebfrom an accredited high school course. |

,Guidance == Should bve - included with emphasis on counseling
-.1nd1viduals in the Junior High and. establishing a more meaningful

program of testing and personal records for all elementary etudents.

Health oerv1ces - Should be. expanded\with an opportunity for the

nurse to work more elosely with students. who exhibit evidence of
personal oroblems. e ?¥i54.‘"'¥%5; ;;&‘ﬁ:%{'t“i ' 'é"

Remedial Work -- Should be c0nt1nued in reading and possibly

‘ ,extended into other areas where students havé learning difficulties

PR
.

i

-‘Spcﬂch Theragz - Has been provided in the past and will be

. reinstated if a qualified 1nstructor can be employed.

B ;Phy51cal Educatiog - Facilities for indoor sports should be

', s:l

provzded but equally as important, space for outside activities

such as - ‘softball, touch football, and track and field events,

4
N
i

should\be planned. The present site is totally 1nadequate in

- this respect.
Cafeteria -- Since the neW'faeilitvaill be away from the central

- part of town and the Mcﬁndree cafeteria is currently feeding all

A otudentg in the district who eat! lunch at school a cafeteria

.hnuld he 1ncluded to relieve the congeetion in the existing

facxlity.
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B Teachers' Room - A planning room and work space for teachers

"g"Ashould be nvallable with necessary supplies and equipment provided.

“TAdministratlve Offices - Space for administrative offices,

secretar1a1 service, record keeping'ﬁgeneral storage of supplies.

‘and storage of supplies for cuetodial and cafete ia services

must be planned. B ‘ o L
Flex1ble Demgn -~ The building shoulc\ be daptable 80 it could be 7

. converted from the planned use, for grades seven and eight to

either a 51x, seven, and elght organ1zat10na1 pattern. or a seven,

elght and nine - administratlve un1t It should also be planned so

i

that additions could be made to the original structure with a
v S

minimum disruption to the buildlng.

Comfort -- The building should be_designed”andvconstructed 80

air—conditioning could,be easily'installediatjajiater,date.

If the new fa0111ty could 1ncorporate these poss1b11it1es as part
of the Junior High program, this would help relieve the congestlon in
the elementary attendance centers by making the follow1ng available to

Y
‘ themo \

) Addltlonal Clasurooms - Enough classrooms of sufficient size to ‘
‘easily accommodate twenty-five students per class.

In tructionnl Naterlals Centers - Housing library, aud10—v1sual

cquipment, teaching alds, etc. in, each building under the ‘direction
of a quallfied 11brar1an on a part-time or, full-time basis to

co—ordlnate ‘these activities un1t wide. :i
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menas1ums -- Make avallable an 1ndoor area for physlcal educat1on

act1v1t1cs. Thls would also prov1de an assembly area for all.

'studcnts in each buildlng.

Specinl Propramg =e Adequate space would be available for programS’

. such as special education, voCal and instrumental music, art,
npééah' remedial clasSes,, nd york dreas for teachere_to‘uee in
preparation. of Materials.k | SR B
Durlng September and October,'much dis*ussion and plannlng centered

‘ on varlous aspects of the bulldlng program. In November, the architectural
firm submltted a plan whlch would use the max1mum bonding pover L'
availa blc b) law to the dlstrlct. |
Th1s pldn was carefully rev1ewed by Vr. Henson and the
.1dwin1 tratlve staff and was left on dlsplay in the central offlcet
A meetlng was held to obtaln the reqction of the Junlor High teachers 5
_and as a result some very 81gn1ficant changes were proposed.,fThe o
'deslgn submitted had seven classrooms around a "pod", a central »
‘ llbrary,'cafeterla space, offlce space, Industrlal Arts and Home'f
'vuconomlcs areas, and a full sized gymnasium. It was agreed that more .
classroom space was deflnltely needed since eight home room classes
were' considered an organxzatlonal necessity. The plhn for the gymnasium‘:,
stis-abcut the same size as the existing McEndree Gym and would seat

5ﬁ'about the same number of spectators.

'Qﬂ A chISlon was made to make a chsnge in- the plans which it was
believed mlbht jcopardlze the entire proposal, when it came up for a vote

put the staff was firmvin_their belief that the change was necessary.

LN
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Since the gymnﬂsium.at the McEndree;beii&iﬁgdeoﬁid‘cohtinue inﬁﬁse for
varsity ball gnnes 1t was really hot wise to dupllcate an already
1nadnquate facility in the.new bulldlng. Therefore, the size of the
gym wag to be cut in halfs This would provide epace for physical
educatlon activ1t1es and an asoembly area for students. It was to ve
designed so that another addition could»be planned at whlch time a full ‘
playing floor, a stage, dressing rooms, ani Seeting for ebout-twelve
hundred fans could be incorporated. It was belieVed that the community;f
would respond better iflanjappeal were made lefef to coﬁplete the:-"
gymnasium than it would ifva_reqoest for additiohal classroom area
had to be advanced.

The re;uction in the size of the.gymnaSiem made possible two
extra classrooms in the pod and.increasedlthe.afeavof all classrooms
to a much_more "Livable" size. The School Board ehaorsed the change
and the plan was redesigned‘byfthe arcﬁiteof. In February 1969 a -
‘motion was entered 1n ‘the Board minutes "to accept the final sketch

- drawing of the proposed new Junlor High School bu11ding",'“

"_’3\ .PREPARING FOR THE SC'HOOI',.BOﬁD. Emcnou SR T
In Jonuary”l969, Raymond’iewis, a repreoentative of Benjamin,
Lewis anq Company of Mt. Vernon, a bonding company, was retained to
;begln Lettlng the financial program in order to comply with legal :$'
"ruqulJcments in advertlsing the sale of bonds 1f the bond issue L

passed. The prellmlnary work in prepqring the schedule for bond

‘xetlrcmont was also to be handled by thls 1nd1vidua1.



The Febru&}y meeting ofvthe board'ﬁaéﬁionéj f _finaliy recessed
‘and.reconVened one week later., Financjial arrangemonts were finalized,
a copﬁ of the resolutions callingkfor a‘Speciﬁffﬁlection.wae approved,
finformatlon regarding

and a motlon to prlnt a brochure with Electlz_f

the bulldlng propoual and ma11 it to parents and patrons of the
’ IR S AT N AR Pl SPCISTES o

district was approved. {?”l

The election was to call for a total bond issue in the amount of
$650,000.00 to build and equip the new Junio High.v~This amount
would not all be available at one tlme, but this figure did represent
- the legal maximum bondlng power of the distrlct.v .There was some
existing indebtedness on prev;ous constructi<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>