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INTRODUCTION

Have you ever seen a church move? No, not a building,
but a real church? Jesus sald, "...For where two or
three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the
midst of thea.” (Matt. 19:20) The Amish people not only
believe in Christ but take the New Testament literally as
a gulde for their lives. They are the Church. The symbol
of this churoh is the tall grey wagon pulled by thick,
woolly work horses which moves down a different country
road once every two weeks. This wagon carries the ten-
foot long backlese benches used by the Amish when they
meet for church services in each other's homes. Church ie
held once every two weeks at a different member’s home.
Walls in the center of most homes are moveable so that
more room ¢an be provided for the congregation. The
servioe laste several hours and the host family provides
a light meal at noontime. When everyone has eaten and
visited, the Church moves its separate ways, down country
roads in blaok-covered buggles pulled by prancing horses.

The Amish are a world within a world. Their world
is a state of nmind, because actually they move within our
hustle-bustle which we call progress. Thelr homes and
farms are interspersed with farms of the "English,” as
they call us. But they maintain a separateness of mind
and attitude that insulates them against ohange and 1is



really the basis of their religion. They praotice their
religion twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week in
the way they live and work.

The 014 Order Amish settlement at Arthur, Illinois
is unique in the state. They have moat olosely maintained
the praoticss of the Ruropean followers of Jakodb Aamann
in the 17th century. It is a beautliful experience to
suddenly turn south off BRoute 133 one mile east of Arthur
and find yourself in the peaceful oountryside. Large
white farmhouses settle 0ozily amongst amsller farm
buildings, the “"grossdawdy” house and the seoure-looking
barms. Iuxurient gardens with straight green rows of
oorn, beans, tomatoes, cabbage, onions, cucumbers, and
other vegetables complement ocolorful rows of sweet william,
zinnias, snapdrsgons, and other flowers. Teams of horses
Pull oultivato>s in the corn and soybean fields and cut
hay to be left in stacks in the hayfields. Later in the
fall, there will be shooks in the corn fields. You have
stepped back into the past with its earthy smells and its
simpler virtues. _

Pleasant as it is to slip into a nostalgioc mood, the
presence of the Amish at Arthur raises many questions.
¥hat were their beginnings? How did they happen to settle
at Arthur? Just what 4o they believe and what are their



customs? How do two different ocultures conflict with
and complement each other in this situation? This 1s

the story of whers past meets present.



CHAPTER I
ORIGINS OF THE AMISH FAITH

In sixteenth-oentury Europe there were many religious
leaders, the most famous being Martin Iuther, who were
dissatisfied with the Catholic Church in Rome. At the
time that Martin Iuther was leading the Reformation in
northern Germany, a reformation in Zurich, Switzerland
was being lead by Ulrich Zwingli. 2Zwingli, a Cathelic
priest like Luther, was preaohing for reform in the
Chureh in 15161. before Luther had nailed his ninety-five
theges to the door of the churoh in Wittenburg in 1517.
In faot, the Swiss had a Bible translated from Latin into
Zurich dialect before Luther translated the Bible into
German for his followers. Zwingll and Luther agreed on
Bany religious points and disagreed on some others, but
in those days differences of opinion on the minutest
point was of extreme importance.

In 1522 Zwingli's preaching converted the son of a
leading oitizen of Zurich, Conrad Grebel. In that year
Grebel waes censured by the Zurioh Council for speaking
againast the monks from the pulpit. Grebel and other
Zwinglians were soon encouraging Zwingli to speed up his
reforms. In 1523 they asked hin to break with the civil
authorities and disecontinue the mass. Zwingli, however,

hoped to bring about his reformation with the bleassing of

IWOlrsang Menzel, Germany: From the Farliest Perlod
(3 vols.s New York: Peter Fenelon Colller, 1899), i1 B88.




the Establishment, and was unwilling to 4o anything rash
which would frighten the sity’'s leaders into withdrawing
their support of him. BRe and Luther both tried to work

with the approval of their respeotive rulers.

The break finally came in 152 over believers’
baptiam. In that year Grebel and others met and baptized
esoh other,2 believing that infant baptism ie no baptisam
at all since an infant has no power to achoose to dbe
baptised. From this tinme on they were derisively called
“Anadgptists” or re-vaptisers, though they believed that
baptism at an age of discretion was the only one that
oounted. OConrad Gredbel became the reocognired leader of
the Zurichk Brethren.

Debates with Zwingli bdefore the Zurioh Council re-
sulted in the eventual expulsion of the Brethren from the
oity. Prom their very first meeting they were a missionary
group: Those who were foroced to leave carried the message
of Anadbaptian with them into the neighborhoods of Basel
amd Born.3 They were reared dy the oity fathers not for
their rejeotion of iafant baptisa in itself, but decause

230hn Christian Wenger, Glimpses of Mennonite Histor
and Doctrine (Soottdale, Pa.: ﬁo¥313 Press, 1947), DP. p

3Cornolina J. Dyok, ed., An Introdusction to Mennonite

History: A Popular History of the Anabaptists and the
Hunneniﬁol IEOO%EZEIQ. Pa.: Herald Press, 1967), D: 36.




of the repercussions such a belief could have. Prior to
this time all inhabitants of a country were members of
and represented by one Church which had oclose ties with,
1f net superiority over, the government. Menrdership was
autosatie through the baptism of all bables born in the
eountry. How eoculd that kind of control be exeroised
over & YeoPle whe waited till they were adults to deoide
1f they wanted to be members, to de baptized? It was a
very dsmgerous idea and not to be tolerate&. Freedom of
religien meant the breakdown of the status quo. Not only
that, but the Swiss Brethren even went 30 far as to reject
the relationship of church and state outright, to preach
that the government was fine fer the "world,” that 1is,
“undelievers, " but not necessary for true (hristians.

They taught adherence to the laws of government, to "render
wnto Caesar,” but only when to de so0 did not cause thenm
te oompromise thelr religious beliefs. This was much
farther thar Luther or Zwingli were willing to go and
they saw the Anabaptists as "radicals” and Sohwirmer.
(enotieu.l!ctn)u Small wonder that they were persecuted

end heunded out of one home after another.

brvia. 28,



Zwingll took &t upon himself to try to stamp out
the Swiss Brethren and the first exeoution related to
this cause was that in 1525 of Conrad Grebel's father,
Jacob, who himself was not a member of the group.5 One
of the early leaders, Felix Manz, was drowned by deoree
of the 2urich Counoll in 1527.6 By 1530 nearly 2,000
Anabaptists had been executed throughout Europe. This
is a testimony not only to the deteraination of varlous
governtents to get rid of thea, but also to the speed
with whiah their beliefs spread through central REurope.

ilkewise intolerable to the governaents of Europe
was the stand taken by the Anabaptists against taking
up arus or any form of vioclence. Switzerland had saln-
tainsd itself mince 1291 against powerful surrounding
monarchies by maintaining and using armies of Swiss
soldiers. These soldiers had proven themselves 8o well
that 2any Buropean manarchies hired ocontingents of thea
a3 Reroenaries to fight their wars and as "“bodyguard”
troops agsaingt their own dissident nobles. On the
battiesrisld Swiss soldliers often found themselves

neeting other sli-a soldiere. The non-resistanoce of The

swemaor. Glimpses, p. 18.

6W1111-ton Walker, The Reformation (New York:
Charles Soribner's Sons, 1917), Pe 163.



Swiss Brethren seemed unpatriotic and was intolerable
to mercenary nobles who recruited from the common people
to fill contracts for theilr own gain.

In 1529 at the Diet of Speier the Anabaptists were
pPlaced under the penalty of death for the emtire empire.

Catholiecs and Inthersns ooncurrod.7

In spite of this,
the Swiss Brethrer speedily spread throughout southemn
Germany; the Tyrol and Anstria, ganerally following the
Bhine northward. Though the movement had started among
the pratriolan oless in Zurish, it found its gresatest
naxber ¢f adherents in the rest of Rirope among the
ogmn pedples artisans, shorkeepsrs, rural people. In
Alsace, the oity of Strasburg beceme a center of Swiss
Brethren immigrants. Though many religious leaders died
ia prison, no Arabaptist was ever executed at Strssburg.a
A Samner and Furrier from southern Germany named
¥elchio® Hoffhan %eocane a Lutheran, and then an Anabaptist
ninister, and traveled up the Hhrine to Emden and Straa'burg.g

Froz Zaden he sent a missionary, Jan Trijpmaker, to

7R0land H. Bainton, The Reformation of the Sixteenth

Oeptury (Bostom: The Beadon Press, 1952), p. B8,
awmor. Mn P 47,
9

Dyek, JIntreduotiom, p. 75.



L_zutordnn. In 1530 the people of Holland were restless
undsr the rile of Spain and rodéntly had suffered from
flooda and the pln.gno.lo These were fertile flelds for
a religious movement. Among those baptiged in Holland
were Obbe and Dirk Fhillips, two broethers who would bde-
oome leaders in the Duteh Anabaptist movement. In 1536
Obbe baptired Nenno S8imons. Born in Witmarsum, in
Frieslend, Ramo was a Catholio priest at Pingjum, a mile
west of his hemetomm. He had begun to have doudbts in
1532 and had bean influenced by the teachings of Luther
enougl’ 8o bBegin the study of the Bible on his own. What
he found there caused him only to have more doubts. He
studied the teachings of Melohior Hoffman and degan to
have oonhot- with the Anabaptiste in 1534, but it was
not until 1596 that he finally rejected his Catholic
background and betcame a leader of the Anabaptists. He
was pa:rticihrly disturded by the executions of Anabaptists
in Holland, and strangely attracted by the coursge of
these people who put their faith and their lives on the
line. Menno was such a strong leader and organizer of
the Datah An.ha.ptiau that his rfollowers and eventually
groups of Anabaptists throughout northermn Burope came to
be called after him, Mennonites. Not all groups took

Vpyek, Mmtrodustion, p. 78.
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his name, however, particularly in socuthern Germsny and

11

Switzerland, until muoch later. He spent the rest of

his 1ifs traveling from songregation to songregation and
writing letters and books, organizing thoir beliefs into
a body of literature still used today by all groups of
Mennonites throughout the world.

Basio te the belief of all Mennonites and Amish
today are these teashings of Menne Simons:

Refore Ged neither baptism nor the Supper-neor
any other outward ordinances avall if pare
takent wWithout the spirit of God and a new
oreature. We are not regenerated because we
have been baptired. Ve are baptized because
we have been regenerated by faith end the
Word of God. ™Maith is to precede baptism.
Since we 40 not rind in Seripture a single
word dy whioh hrist has ordained the baptism
of infants or that Nhis apostles taught and
rreacticed 1t, we @ay and oonfess rightly that
infant baptisa is dut a human invention. Even
17 Mere were a sleeping faith in unconsoious
infants, they shoulé net be baptized before
they can verbally cenfess it. But although
infants have neither faith nor bdaptisa, think
not that they are lost. Oh no, they are saved
because they have the lord’s own promise of
the Kingdem of God.

We confess the Iord’s Supper to be a saora-
nental sign instituted by the lord himselr
with dread and wine to remind us that he has
offered his holy body and shed his preolous
blood for the remissions of our sins. Conse-
quently, it is an emblem of Christian love,
ity and peasce in the Church of Christ, and
thirdly a commnmion of the body and blood of
Crist which means that Christ in his great

11y, ®. Hildebrand, "Memno Simons: Sixteenth

gaugtury Reformer, " Church Histoyy, XXXI (December, 1962),
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leve has aococepted us and we have become
partakers of him. A third ordinance 1is

the washing of the feet of the saints which
Jesus instituted to show that he must
cleanse us according to the inner man and
we should humble ourselves for one another.

The regenerated do not go to war nor fight.
They are the children of peace who have broken
their swords into plowsharez. Spears and
swords of iron we leave to those who, alas,
oonsider human blood and swines®' blood of well
nigh equal value. The truly bdaptiged disci-
Ples of Christ, baptized inwardly with the
spirit and with fire and ocoutwardly with water,
know of no weapons save patience, hope and
non-resistance, and God‘'s Word. The authori-
ties say that it 1s right to swear if it be to
the truth. Ghrist sald, °Swear not at all.’
Rulers are to be obeyed when their commands
are not contrary to God's Word as in such
lawful matters as working on dykes, roads,
rivers, paying 4uty, taxss, tribute, etec.

But if rulers lord it over consciences we 4o
not oonsent. We would rether give up all we
own and suffer slander, soourging, persecution,
anxiety, famine, thirst, nakedness, cold, heat,
poverty, imprisonment, banishment, fire and
swoxrd thsn forsake the truth of God or dspart
from the love of Christ. Faith is a gift of
Go4d and canmnot be foroed By the sword nor 1is
it the will of the Master that the tares
should be rooted up berore the day of the
harvest. Where 4id the Holy Soriptures teach
that in Christ's kingdom the Chureh, oconsaseienoe
and faith l&guld be Miled by the sword of the
nagistrate?

An imperial edict wms 1swued against Menno in 1542,
ruatting a price on his head, However, he dled of natural
6auaos in 1561 in Holstein, where he had made his home
in his later years.

12po1smd H. Bainton, The Age of the Reformation
{Princeton, N. J.: D. VanNostrand Co., inc., 1956), 130-131.
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One of the greateat orosses Mermo had to bear was
the ahame heaped upon the Dutoh Anabaptists by the
Munsterites, a splinter group who engaged in all sorts
of unlawful behavior and were finally put dowm by a
emall war with the suthorities. Nenno and Conrad Grebel
both rejected the activities of this group, but many
writers even to this day associate the two. The origin
of shunning atems from this tine when the Munsterites
were axoomminicated dy Obbe Ph1111p8.13

Throughout the sixteenth ocentury Cetholios perse-
outed Intherans and Reformed, and all three groups
persecuted Anabaptists in southera and northern BEurode.
If Eaperor Charles V was at all tolerant of Iuther, he
was determined to stamp out the Anabaptists. If members
refused to recant they were burned; if they admitted
the error of their ways they were given the mersy of be-
heading. RAany wonen were drowned.

To get them to recant, prisonersw ere brcken on the
rack till the blood ran down to their feet. Sometimes
as an act of mercy before a bnrning they were strangled,
or a saock of gunpowder was tied over their heads which

would ignite and explode. Hanging was used and seme

women were buried alive. But the witness of these vietims

13W¢nsor. Glimpses, p. 7.
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at the stake or on the gallows was 30 great that more
joined and martyrdom simply dbrought more oonverts.lb
Eventually, however, the missionary seal of the early
Ansbaptists died because the leaders were decimated.

To attand an Anabaptist oconference meant almost certain

death. The Martyrs Mirror, an aocou t of thousands of

these martyrdons, is, next to the Bible, the most revered

book in the libraries of the Mennonites and Amish today.
In Holland the Mennonites gained limited toleration

under William the Silent in 1575-7915 and full protection

under William of Orsngo.16

Dordrecht, Holland was the
scene in 1632 of a M@monite 6o ference which drew up a
oconfession of fatth used today.

The last Swiss Martyr dled in 1614, About 350 Ana-
baptists were executed in the Palatl ate before 1630.17
However, octher forms of persecution in Switzerland and
south Germany oontinued to cause a great deal of movement

of the groups. Brethren from Zurich and Bern moved to

1% yox, Introduction, p. 88.

15w;1kof. Reformation, p. 6.

168nrvoy Hostetler, scendants of Barbara Hochstedler
ristian Stutzman (Seottdale, Fa.: Mennonite

ouse, 19 )s P. 18.

17Elnor L. Smith, Meet the Egnnonltes (Lsbanon, Pa.:
Applied Arts Publishers, I§311, .
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Alsase in the early 1640's where in the mountains of the
Vosges they could rear large families, develop prosperous
farms on rented land, and exocel in animal husbandry. This
csommunity grew as more immigrants ocame from Bern during
the years 1671-1711, They were granted military exemption
by paying a sum of money. After 1696, many had become
Amish Mennonites. In 1704 a census was signed by Jakob
Ammann, amoeng others, But onos again, this community was
driven out in 1712 dy the officials of King Louls XIV.
They moved to South Germany, near Montbelliard (whioh
prier to th e Prench Revolution was part of wWurttemberg)
and into the Palatinate. GSome Mennonites who had stayed
in the Ste:. Marie Valley in France were the subjects of
another order by King Louis in 1728, but theilr ocause was
teken up by the Duke of Zweidbrucken because of theilr
contributions to the prosperity of the area and the oase
wal.dropped.le

By 1648 only a few rural groups of Swiss Brethren
remained in Switzerland in the cantons of Zurich and
Bern: A special commlission was formed to deal with them
rrom 1699 to 1743, Though they were no longer executed,
nany were sent to the Mediterranean to work as galley

slavea. Many were imprisoned and branded on the forehead.

lernger. Glimpses, p. 48<49,
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Thelr childran had no rights of inheritance and they
could not be buried in communlity cemeteries. They ad-
hered to the 1527 Schleitheim Confession and later the
Dordrecht Confession: They used thelr hymnal, the
Ausbund, for services held in thelr homes, and read the
devotional traot, A Wandering Soul written in 1635 by
John Schabalie.l?

In the 1650°'s Swiss Brethren settled in Baden where
they also pald money to avoid military service.zo In
1664 the Count of the Palatinate in South Germany opened
up his oountry to the Swiss Brethren and over the next
few years about seven hundred Bernese Brethren esscaped
dom the Rhine to the Palatinate, As we have seen, some
Marmonites also came during these years from Alsace in
France. 21

The precarious position of the Anadbaptists as refugees
nade them strive to excel a2 farmers and to be such pro-
ductive tenants that thelr landlords would not want to
lose them: They experimented with new methods and plo-

neered in clover and stall-feeding to produce better

19pyex, Intreduction, p. 112-13.
2 rvid., p. 57
3J‘Ibid.. p. BO.
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cattle. These cattle resulted in better manure for the
improvement of the soll and their increased milk produc-
tion was made into cheese, which was marketable. Older
Europsan farming methods had worn out the s0il and cattle
were weakened by poor feeding. But the Anabaptists were
forced to be progressive in their farming methods and
they also had contacts with coamunities throughout Rurop
80 that new 1deas were easily aprcad.zz
JAKOB AMMANN

In 1693, a Mennonite elder named Jakodb Ammann was
1iving in the Bumental, Canton of Bern, Switzerland. It
was here that the Amish sect was born. Ammann believed
the Swiss Mennonites d4id not adhere strictly enough to
the lMeldung, or shunning, of excommunicated members. He
made a tour of the Swiss congregations enquiring edout
their practices and eventually exoommunioated all those
who did not agree with him. He gained the support of
the ministers of Alsace, but excomnunicated most of the

ministers of the Palatinate.23

ZZWaltor Hartin Kollmorgen, The 0ld Order Amish of
Lancaster Co. (washington, D. C.: U. 3. Dept. of
Mri Itur’. s Po 17"’ 20 .

zaJohn A. Aostetler, "A Brief History of the Amish,”
Mennonite Historical Bulletin, IX (April and July, 1948), 2.
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Ammann belleved that excommunicated members should
be shunned not only at the Communion table, but in all
activities., They should not even be sllowed to eat at
the table with members of thelr families. Husbands were
not allowed to live with thelr wives while out of grace
with the church. Communion waz held twice a year instead
of once. Footwashing, which had been practiced in Holland
was introduced by Ammann.za He also enforced a stricter
rule such as hooks and eyes for articles of clothing and
trimming of beards that resulted in the dress code of
the Amish today. This stricter discivline had been
taught by Menno Simons in Holland. Thus it becomes evi-
dent how the Swiss Brethren in Zurich and the Mennonites
in Holland contributed to the origins of the Amish.

"Because the Amish have kept few records, are highiy
traditional, and have produced practically no literature,
not even histerioal, it is d4difficult to trace their

history."25

However, we know that followers of Ammann
in Switzerland, Alsace, and the Palatinate peopled the

emigration to North America by which we trace the ancestors

of the Amish people at Arthur.

24The Mennonite Encyclo ia (Scottdale, Pa.:
Mennonite Publishing House, E;%@I, 93.

251p14.
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CRAPTER I1
THE AMISH COME TO AMERICA

Jacodb Hochstetler was thirty-two years old, with a
wife and three~-year-old son, when he landed at Phila-
delphiaon September 1, 1736. They had come to the New
World, on the good ship Harle, from Rotterdam. Captain
Ralph Harle reported that he had brought 388 passengers
on this trip. The men were taken immediately to the
courthouse where they made their pledge of alleglance.
Jacob could not w;ito. g0 his naﬁﬁ ias signed for him.1

The port of Philadelphia was then fifty years old
and had a population of between eight and ten thousand.
The countryside for about fifty miles around was thickly
settled. Jacod and his family spent the next eighteen
months in this neighborhood while he worked, probadbly
as a redenptioner, to pay for thoig passage and to
acquire land. Many of the German immigrants in the first
half of the 1700°'s had signed up with Dutch agents in
Germany to pay for their passage to America upon arrival.
To do that they worked as servants but did not have
indentures. They were called rodolptionerl.z

As far as we can tell, Jacodb had traveled from

the Palatinate, and was the son of an Amish Mennonite

from the Canton of Bern, Switgzerland, named Johannes

1g, Hostetler, Descendants, p. 19.

zxaldwyn Allen Jones, American Immigration (Chicago:
The University of Chicago Press, 1960), .
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Boochstetler. We know he was born in the highlands of
the Rhine, and traveled down this river to Rotterdam to
reaoh America. This was the typical journey of almoat
all the German settlers in the first half of the
eighteenth century.

Daring the years 1728-1737 persecution of the Amish
both in Switzerland and the Palatinate was -ovoro.3
However, other reasons fﬁr migration such as overexpansion
of oommunities and economic opportunities in a new land
encoureged many Germans to make the Jjourney. Their
language was the form of German spoken in the Palatinate
and which we o0all “Pennsylvania Dutch” today.

The first Mennonites to the New World had come to a
oolony established by Cornelius Plockhoy in 1644 at New
Anltordan.b Mannonites had come to Pannsylvania as 6nrly
as 1683. They came from Crefeld, Germany, in a oompany
of Quakers, and settled at Germantown, Pa. They spread
to Skippack in 1702 and Pequea in 1710. Pequea is now
in lLanoaster County, Pennsylvania.

When William Penn purchased the provinoe of Penne
sylvania in 1682 from the British Crown, he determined
to make it a haven for his fellow Quakers. He presented

4. Hostetler, Descendants, p. 19.

“4enger, Glimpses, p. 101.
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the first law to the General Assemdly of the Cormonwealth
of Pennsylvania which was a guarantee of religious free-
dom. It passed without a single dissenting vote.

Be it enacted...That no person now, or at

any time hereafter, living in this Province,

who shall eonfess ané acknowledge one

Almighty God to be the Creator, Upholder

and Ruler ef the world, And who professes,

him or hersslf Obliged in Conscienoe to

1ive peaceadly and gquietly under the civil

govermment, =hall in any case be molested

or prejudioed for his, gr her Consocientious

persuasion or practioce.

Pennn traveled to Germany to solicit settlers for his
colony. His job was not diffiocult.

The Amish in the Palatinate had been expected, since
the Peace of Westphalia in 1648, to follow the religion
of the Counte. However, none of the thres successive
Counts were Anish or even sympathetic to the Amish.

Queen Anne of England was sympathetic and also in search
of settlers for her Amerioan colony of New York. Coples
of' the Golden Book of Good Queen Anne were spread through-
out the south of Germany and she was overwhelmed with
applicants. They came to Holland where they were classi-
fied and all Catholics were eent dback home. Dutch Menno-

nites helped the immigrants until they were ready to set

SHElmer L. Smith, The Amish: An Illustrated Essay
(Lebanon, Pa.: ,Applt‘ﬂillhttl. TEG). 5.
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sail in emell ships for America. The jcurney was 4iffiocult
and required most of a summer to ocross the Atlantioc.
APriving in the wilderness in the fall, the settlers faced
new hardships.

At New York City prodbably in 1710, the Amish found

that they were sudject to military service. The only way
to aveld this was to go to the Queen's land on the
frantier, the Scholarie Valley west of Albarny. They
milled thelr few possessions on sleds to the frontier.
Whent Qieen Anne died a few years later, the Amish lost
title’ts their land and were invited by the governer of
Pennsylvania to come there. After a weary overland journey
the Anigh settled on the Tnlpehocken Creek in Berks County.
The ri¥st fanmily to arrive here might have been that of
Barbari’  Yéder in 1714, her husband having died enroute.
The rirst Amish churoh was Tounded here in 1729. They
wrote ennthusiastic letters Nome to- the Palatinate, en-
eonraging thelr relatives to dome to "Penns Paradise,”
but to avoid the port of New York and te dock at Phila-
delphia insteaa.b

Bétveen three and five thousand Nemnonites ocame to
America in the first half of the 1700's. Several hundred

6101- Fleaing, “"The 014 Oxder Amish Community of
Arthur, 11l1." (Unpudlished M. S. Thesis, Eastern Illinoils
University, 1962), p. 1lh=16.
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of these were Amish, Almost all of the Amish today are
desoended from these people. Although olose inter-
marriage is not enocourage, marriage outside the churah
is forbidden. The result is that there are only about
thirty surnazes among thea today.7

I% was to Berks County Pennsylvania, near the gap
in the Blue Mountains that Jaood Hochstetler oame to
settle in 1738. This area 1s sometimes ocalled the
Rorthkill., The first Amish Bishop, Jacob Hertzler, came
in 1749 from Switserland via the Palatinate. He had
probadly been ordained in Europe. He immediately became
the shepherd of the littls floek on the Northkill., In
}766 the sons of William Penn donated twenty acres of
land near Hertzler's farm, “Contentment,” for church
purposss and the Amigh built their first log oohoolhou-e.a

Jaocod Mast ocame to Berks Ceunty in 175 but when
Indian trouble broke out due to the Fremch and Indian war,
Mast moved south to Msrgantown where he eventually became
the sesond Amish Bighop in America. OChristian Stoltszsfus,
who came to Philadelphia with his father Nicholas in 1766,

later became a Bishop, as 4did John Plank.g

7Frodorlo Klees, The Pennsylvania Dutch (New York.
Maomillan Co., 1968), &§.

8pyex, Introduesion, p. 182.

9Ibld.
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Jaoob Hoehstetler bought 2%0 aores of land on the
¥orthkill. He entered another 500 aores in neighboring
townships, but never paid for any of it. Pudblic land was
parchagsed from Richard and Thomas Penn, who had inherited
it from their father. Payment was often made many years
later and although they kept records, the transactions
prior to 1738 are loct.lo Boohstetler probably began
immediately to olear land and build a home for his
family.  The

land. ..1sy east of the Northkill, a rapidly
flowing creek, which heads in the mountain

end flows eouth inte Tulpshocken oreek at
Bernville, which in turn empties into the
Schuylkill opposite Reading. Before the
introduotion of stean it furnished valuabdble

water power. Shomo's ¥ill and iron forge were
near Hochstetler's home on the ocreek, pro-

Bably built after the Ameriean Revolution.

The dbulldings...are located some distanoce

south of the state road leading from Harrisburg
to Allentown, but the land extends aoross

the road a oonsideradle distance. The roed
predbably at that time was not laid out. There
soans to be No waste land to it, some belng

best adapted for pasture or permanent meadow,

but the greater part is rolliang and is a
produotive, tillable soil. It is adout a

mile west of the present village of Shartlesville, 11
in Upper Bern Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania.

Here the Hochstetlers and their Amish neighdbors could

worahib God in their own way and maintain the customs of

1037, Bostetler, Descendants, p. 21.
11l1vi4., p. 21.22.
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their religion as taught to their ancestors by Jaood
Anmann many years before. Hochstetler saw to the edu-~
cation of his ohildren and the tilling of his land. His
son John married Catherine Hertsler, daughter of the
Bishop, and started a farm on some of his father's lsnd.lz

Ths settlement on the Northkill was far out on the
frontier of Pemnaylvania. The omly people farther west
were 8026 Irish settlemamts and then the Indians. During
the French and Indian Wer the Amish found that their
policy of nonresistanoce did not impress the Indians, who
aade several raids into the nnighiorhood. torakawking
settlers and burning housec snd barns as they went.
Jacob Hochstetler's wife and two small childrezn were
killed in a reid on September 20-21, 1757 and he and two
other sons were carried off to Indian ocamps in the
wildermess. His daughter Barbara esocaped. John's farz
was not ineluded in this raid. The ralds became so fre-
quent that moast ef the Amiehk fled south %te Morgantown
in Lancaster County, and the Northkill later ceased %o
exist &% an Anigh community.

Jacod and sons Joseph and Christiam were taken up

the Susquehanna River and used as laborers by the Indians.

121v44., p. 22.
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Jacodb escaped in three years and the sons were returned
after negotiations by the British within seven yuro.n
Their experiences were not unique. Several hundred
prisoners were released by the Indians in the 1760°‘s as
the resdlt of treaty negotiations with the British.

The wife and most of the children of Johan Jaood
Stutzamh did not survive their journey to America. He
arrived in Philadelphia on October 2, 1727 with only
two eons, Jacob and Christian, the others having been
buried at sea. Captain John Davies, of the ship
Adventure from Rotterdam, did not record the names of
Stutcuan\’'s sons because they were both under sixteen.
Becausé he ocould not pay for his femily's passage, the
father Bound out his sons as indentured servants and
returniéd home, apparently unadle te dear his grief in
the wilderness. Home was Spiez near lLake Thun in canton
Zuariolf, Switzerland. Jaoed md_”chrutnn, apparently
having worked out their in‘dmturﬁ. appear on land
parabgsey end tsxX lists in Pennsylvania in the 1750':.1"
They weTe Am 18h.

Mristian’'s son, hristian, mirried Oatherine Fkert
in 1788 “across the Blue Mountain® in Berks County and

Umia., ». %5

Y're1a., ». s.
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lived there till-his death in 1826, Jaocob Stutgman also
had a son nemed Christian. He married Barbara Hochstetler,
daughter of Jaceb Hoohstetler, sometime before 176S.
Christian probably helped John Hoochstetler with his
father's farm until the two younger brothers had been
returned from the Indian camps. Then he bought land of
his own adjoining the Hochstetler farn-.15 Over half
of the Amish families at Arthur, Illinocis are descended
from Christian and Berbare Hochstetler Stuzman.

The S8tutzman home was almost luxurious for the

frontier in those days.

The first floor had a kitchen the entire
width of the house, a very large fireplace
at the south end with metal covering it at
the top. An enoclosed stairway started at
the end of the fireplace. Two other rooms
were on the first floor, one larger than

the other. The rreat and only door on the
west was divided about the middle, each
half opening and closing independently.

The upper floor had four rooms, each with

a window. There were three windows on the
first floor, a 1little larger than those
upstairs, but all smaller than those now in
use. Floors, stalirway and partitions were
of wide pine beerds, almost entirely without
knots. All carpenter work and the hewn logs
of the walls showed almost perfeot workmenship,
a high tribute to the patient skill of the
bullders. The gable emds faoced praggioally
north and south and had no windows,

LUmvia., p. 6.
61via., p. 7.
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Christian died in 178S and left his farm to Bardars
and sheir oldest son. Barbara alse inherited, with her
brother, John, the Jacod Hochstetler fara, sceneé of the
Iwn‘muoro.ﬂ

#aving refused to defend thewmselves from the Indians,
1t oould net be supposed that sthe Amish would fight in
the Bevelutionary VWar. In faot, they might ypossidly
have had Sory syzpathies, since proteotion under the
British Crown bad given them the first real religious
freedom in thelr history. The new American governaemt
was at first unsympathetis, perhaps not understanding
the Arlak beliefs. Many were put in prison and esonme
sat~noced Lo death. However, based on the plea of a
annofomod minister, they escaped execution and
were mallowed to pay heavy fines in return for exemption
fren arzed service:. ILater, nearly all these fines were
zeturned to them. Apperentsly the pPrice of freedoam for
Ameriocans was the Semporary loss of freedom. John and
Joseph Hoohstetler appear on ths lists of tories and
those whe paid fines whioch were later rotumod.le

After the Revolutionary War, the Amish adopted the

latest agricultural praotioes by hauling gypsum from the

I?EL'
18;1:_1&. p. 3J4-38.
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ports at Fhiladelphia and Baltimore to their farms in
southeaste Pennsylvania. This was applied to the

voll to improve its fertility until it was AQlscovered
that dumt lime served the same purposs. This was a
substance in adundance near their flelds. 1In faot,
Ianocaster County is on the Limestone Plain in
P!nncyIVunta.19 The Anish and their Mennonite neighbors
becale such akillful farmers that they made southsastern
Pamsylvania the gardent spot of the early nation.

The Northkill settlement in Berks County, Pennsyl.
vania had beenr the original settlement of most of the
Amlsh who settled in lLancaster County, then spread to
Somerset County in 1767, the "Big"™ Valley in Mifflin
County in 1790 (known then as Kishacoquillas), and
Garrett County, in Faryland. From there as the com=un-
ities grew they fanned out into Ohio and the Shenandoah
Valley. Many new Amish immigrants came from Hesse in
Germany from 1830 to 1860, settling in Somerset County,
Pennsylvania, and Garrett County, Maryland.

The settlement of Amish in Holmez County, Ohio bagan
in 1807 but did not really flourish until after the War
of 1812 due to Indian trouble. These early Ohioc settlers

lgxollnorgen. Lancaster, p. 15.
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came directly from Somerset County, Pennsylvania. From
Holmes County, the Amish expanded into neighbdoring
Tuscarawas and Wayne Counties, forming the largeat Amish
settlement in the U. S. today.zo

AS will be seen in the next chapter, the original
Amish families who came to Douglas County, Illinols
migrated from Somerset County, Pennsylvania, Holmes
County, Ohio, and Garrett County, Maryland, and were
descended from Christian and Bardbara Hochatetler

Stutzman.

20yennonite Enocyelopedia, p. 96.
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Location of Old Order Amish church districts in Easterm United States
and Canada where most Amish live,

#‘



CEAPTER III
AMISH SETTLERS COME TO DOUGLAS COUNTY

In the mid-nineteenth century the prairies of
Illinois beckoned to Ameriocans who were hungry for more
land. The sale of government land grant sections by the
Illinois Central Rallroad had ocaused the word to spread.
Flyers had been sent throiughout the east, and crowded
oommunities sent scouts to look at the land in central
Illinois.

The Amish people of the east central states were no
exception. For many years they had burned limestone
every fall and winter %o spread on their flelds. The
glaclal plain of central Illinois needed no suoch effort.
It was rich, fertile grassland whioh needed only to be
broken and planted.

Forty-nine-year-0ld Moses Yoder of Summitt Mills,
Pennsylvenia (Somerset County), and forty-eight=year-old
Bishop Joel Beachy of Grantsville, Marylsnd (Garrest
County), set out in June of 1864 to look at new lands in
the west. They had good farms but they could see the
sdvantage of not having to burn and spread lime every
year, and perhaps it was getting a 1little crowded in the
century-0ld settlement in the mountains. Probadbly they
were a little excited about their adventure as they
traveled on different rallroads, to them a recent inven-
tion:. Little 4id they know how tracks would spread all
over the continent as soon as the war with the slave

states was ended.
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At first they went to Wisconsin, then south to
Missouri. From St. Louis they took the railroad to
Pana, arriving on a Saturday evening. Being Christian
mes, they decided to rest there over Sunday, However,
anxious to see the countryside, they started walking
east on Sunday and found themselves in Neoga, a little
settlement on the Illinois Central. Knowing that the
Illinois Central still had land to sell, they boarded
the train on Monday morning for Mattoon and walked from
there to Arcola. In Arcola they met a man named Joel
3mitn who offered to chauffeur them in his wagon for a
day or two 80 that they could explore Douglas County.

Yoder and Beachy seemed impressed with the West
Prairie in western Douglas County but they went home
without buying any land. Of course what they did was
report to their home communities what they had found
and to make the decision whether to move or not.

The following September Yoder and Beachy returned
and brought forty-~five-~year-old Daniel P. Miller and
thirty~year-old Daniel Otto with them. The four men
drove a wagon across the Kaskaskia River to the West
Prairie. Here they met some of the settlers living’
there: Allen Camrpbell, the Hudsons and the Coslers, and

began to buy land.
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Daniel Miller bought Ike Cosler's farm, one mile
east of the present villege of Arthur on the north side
of the road. He brought his wife Barbara Gnagy Miller
and their three children from Pennsylvania and in 1870
had about 36.#001 worth of real estate. He died in 18%76.
His farm has been in the Yoder family for over 100 years
and is an Illinols Centennlal farm.

Moses Yoder bought 160 acres located three and one-
half miles south and one-half uile east of Arthur. He
rented it to Danlel Otto and returned to his home in
Pennsylvania. In February, 1865, he returned and bought
a farm from Henry Cosler one mile east and one-half mile
south of Arthur. His deacendants still farm this land.
This time he brought his wife, Barbara iMlller Yoder, and
five children with him. In 1870 he had 15,000 in real
estate and $3,000 in personal prOperty.2 He dled in 1891.
His son Joseph M. Yoder waa married on January 31, 1869,
to Anna M. Kauffman, the daughter of Moses J. Kauffman.

Bishop Joseph Keim performed the oeremony.3

1U. S. Bureau of the Census, 1870, Douglas County
21p14.

JH. Hostetler, Descendants, p. 1177.
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Deniel Otto harvested wheat on the farm he rented
from Moses Yoder and became a coffine-maker in hie spare
time.b He moved his wife, Barbars Yoder Otto, from
Peamnsylvania with their five children, and two years
later a #ixth child, a little girl,s was born to then.

Bishop Joel Beachy bought a half-section of rail-
road land and later sold the east 100 acres to Daniel
Otto who buillt his homestead on it., About 1870 he sold
the other 220 acres to his son, Daniel J. Beachy. Joel
died in 1894 in Grantsville, Maryland. He had beaome a
deacon in 1851, a minister in 1853 and Bishop in 1854,
In 1872 his son, Daniel J., married Catherine M. Kauffman,
the daughter of Moses Kauffman, and they set up house-~
keeping on the unbroken prairie land he had purchaeed
from his father.6

Jonathan Hostetler stayed in Pennsylvania but
purchased & section of railroad land at $8.00 per acre.
Joel Miller traded his land in Pennsylvania for the
north half of Hostetler‘s section and he and his brother
Samiel brought their families in 1869. This land 1is
one-quarter mile west of Arthur on Route 133, Joel was

also married to a Barbara Yoder and had four children,

uieri Kornegay, "0ld Order Amish Lead Uncomplicated
Lives," Champal Urbana Courier, (August 12, 1973)

51870 census.

6Ih1d.. p. 1l.
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while Samuel and his wife, Mary Ann Stutzman Miller, were
in their early thirties and had no ohildren. Both men
had considerable real eatate by 1870.7 Mary Ann had no
trouble remembering names of her neighbcis. They were
all named Barbara.

The new settlers had barely arrived before Bishop
Joe Keim moved from Goshen, Indiana in 1865 to provide
for their religious life. He died seven years later at
the age of 46, but not before he had helped to establish
a permanent Amish settlement on the Illinois prairie.

Jonas J. Kauffman moved to Douglas County with his
family from Iowa in 1865. He and his wife Rachel Yoder
Kauffman had ten children in 1870. They had both baen
born in Ohio.8 He was ordained to the ministry in 1868
and made a Bishop in 1873. They moved to Oregon in 1880.
Moses Kauffman, the father of Jonas, brought his wife
and six more children from Iowa in 1868 and settled on a
farm four miles east and two miles south of Arthur. His

son, Abreham, married Joel Miller's daughter, Mary Jane,

in 1881&.9 Ell Herschberger came from Holmes County, Chio
and married Moses' daughter Elizabeth in 18?3.10

7.

8Ibid.

93001 c. Beaochy, Family Records of Moses and Katie
Keuffman and Their Descendants, (Arthur, I1l., 19WK1), 12.

101ps4., p. 40.
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John Kauffran, wife Elizabeth and two ohildren came
from Indiana in 1866. When he moved back to lLaGrange,
Indiana, his son Jonas was grown up enough to stay in
Douglas County. -

The Daniel Schrock family arrived in 1870 from
Holmes County, Ohlo. They settled on a farm three miles
east and one~quarter mile south of Arthur. He was
ordained as minister in 1870. His son Jonas married
ILydia Kauffman, the daughter of Jonas Xauffmen, in 1874.11
The story of Daniel Sochrock's death 1s an interesting
one. It was customary for Amishmen who had been ocalled
to the ministry to visit with one another around the
country, for' their own instruction and to try to maintain
some unity for the congregations. In 1890, Daniel
Schrock and Joseph Helmuth went to Partridge, Kansas to
visit Bishop Christ Bontrager. Arriving in the evening,
they determined to walk to his farm by following the
rallroad tracks te the second orossing, which would be
the road to Bontrager's. While orossing a ravine Daniel
thought he saw the road orossing and stepped off the

12

railroad dbridge. It was a tragic event never forgotten

by the Amish community at Arthur.

llszrt W, Stutzman, Memorial Family Histo of Jonas
i%aeiiﬁalnf

Schrock and dia Keufwan (Middlebury, Ind.:
Press, 19555, P. 3.

127944, p. 1-2.
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The Amish in Douglas County added to thelr numbers
both by natural increase and by new settlers. The first
boy baby was Levli J. Lee, born December 10, 1868. New
Ammigrants kept coming until in 1888 it was necessary to
divide the church into two districts, one in Douglas
County and the other in Moultrie County. The Douglas
slde was divided agaln in 1902 and the Moultrie side in
1906.13 Today there are twelve church districts.

Originally the Amish had settled on slightly higher
ground where there were black =ilt loams. With the
installation of drainsge ditches and tiles they began to
farr the black clay soils which are west of the Kaskaskia
River and this caused the center of population to move

slightly waetward.lu

The settlement grew and prospered. They were free
to continue their practice of Ammann's teachings. As the
world changed around them, thelr habits of dress and
maintenance of the o0ld ways seemed more and more unusual
to outsiders. They had not been the first settlers to the
West Frairle. They had settled within another community
for whom they showed a distant friendliness. It is to

that community that we now turn.

IBGoorge D Plank, ed., "Historlocal Sketch of Early
Amish Settlers,” (from L. A, Miller's article in Arcola
Record Herald, 1620) :

14

Clyde Browning, Amish in Illinois (U.S.A., 1971), 1s.




CHAPTER IV
THE “ENGLISH"

The Amish people of the Arthur community refer to
other Americans who are not Amish or Mennonite as
"Ingligh.” This undoubtedly refers to the different
languages spoken by the two groups. The "English® had
come to West Prairie several years before the Amish,

Although the history of the white man in Illinois
begins early in the seventeenth century, the central
portions of the state were not even significantly ex-
plored until the nineteenth century. This was due in
part to the lack of navigable waterways and in part to
the exceass of land avallable to the early settlers of
our country. These people also had the misconception
that only land which grew forests of trees was the
most fertile. So the most fertile lands of our nation,
the prairies, were left till later waves of immigrants
had begun fo fill in the gaps in the frontier and the
lﬁvention of the steel plow in 1837 had ﬁnde outting the
tough prairie sod easler.

fhe part of Illinoie around Arthur was open prairie
covered by prairlie grasses and broken by groves of oak,
hickory, and maples along the watercourses. In spring
the partiecular erea in which Arthur now lies was very
marahy and was called the "Big Slough”™ by earlier settlers

who came to Arc¢ola and other nearby settlements. When



the Wisoonsin glacier retreated centuries ago it had
left a "bowl” whieh still held water. Through thie
Barsh ran two branohes of a river some people called
the "Okaw.” They found out that it was the sane
Kaskaskia river which also ran past Vandalia, the state
capitel in the early nineteenth oentury. Later, the
torritory west of the river was ocalled "West Prairie.*
This sounded better and nodvody wanted to say they
lived near a "Big Slough.” Not until the 1670's did
the farmers degin to deal with the problem of draining
this land.’

Signs ef the earlier inhadbitants of this area have
been found in the fora of acunds on the Blaase farm from
which some human remains were supposed to have been
taken. PFarmers used to find Indian objects in their
flelds, suoch as arrowheads, dut suoh things are rare
today. There 1s also a legend that the early white
settlers found trees with anolient markings all pointing
in onoﬁdkrootlon.z This was still oonsidered good
hunting ground by the Indians in the early nineteenth
oentury before the Black Hawk wars drove the rest of

lﬂcnry C. Niles, "Historiocal Sketch," Historical
and Blographical Record of Douglas County Iliinois, John
Gresham, EEEpIIQr'TEnsnn-yOFE. Ind.: Wilson, Humphreys
and Co., 1900), 73.

21bad.
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them out of Illinois, and some of the early settlers
reported seeming them in Bourdbon township, but there
were no conflicts reported and they seemed to be inter-
ested only in hunting game for foed.

The first white settlers oame to what would become
Bourbon Township in western Douglas County in the early
1830'4:. The first family wss George DeHart and his sons
Samuel and Iuoas. George was roadmaster for Coles
County at the time and this wis part of his territory.
Douglas County, ths newest in the state, was not formed
mmtil 1859 as the result of a split off from Coles
County. Other early families were named Campbell,
Gruelle, Jones and Chandler. Nost faymers dbought some
timberland as well as prairie land, so they would have
fuel and rails for fences. Others bdbuilt their homes in
the timber and went out to the prairie to rarn.3 Malden
Jones settled on high ground east of the river in 1840
and became one of the richest men in Bourbon Township.
He was elected to the State Legislature in 1864 and 1866
and knew Abraham Llncoln.u Twelve years after Jones had
settled a group of immigrants froe Germany took up

farming just north of hin,

3Flen1ng. 0ld Order Amish, p. 23-24.

uNll.l. Historical and Blographiocal, p. 73.
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The early settlers found plenty of small game on
the West Prairie--prairie ohickens, partridges, wild
turkeys, geese and duocke--as well as deer and wild hogs.
In the streams were plenty of rish. There were also
coyotes who attacked livestook.-

The extremes of weather in central Illinois inoreased
the hardships of the settlers. Summers were hot and
humid, sosquitos rising in olouds from the marsh. The
strong 00ld winds and heavy snews of winter were followed
by soaking rains and tornadoes in spring. But the un-
Pleasanit spells were always relieved by clear blue skies
and exxmy days.

The swamps brought disease as well as loes of orops.
In 1842 a visitor to the area reported that:

in the middle of these large preiries 1is

a perfect solitude, without a living

thing, execept as one would rather want

than have, viz greenhead flies in the

thousands, snakes basking on the dusty

track, and myriads of grasshoppers, some

of them as large as the little ringer,

darting through the air like arrows and

lonot%no- ooming full tilt eagainst the

Taoe.

The swamps, with their myriads of life, were soon
to be disturbded by the railroad builders. In 1850 a

Congressional land grant was made for the Illinois Central

51bid., p. 16.

. _
Robert P. Howard, Illinois, A Histo of the
Prairie State (Grand Rapids, Michigan: ViiIIam P.

TFerdmans Publishing Co., 1972), 6.
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Railroad. Its builders pushed two branches through
oentral Illinois, the main one going through Champaign,
Aroola, Mattoon and Effingham to Centralia. Soon ail
along the line spreng up, alwost over night, towns and
villages every three to five miles apart. The one most
influencing the West Freirie was Arocola.

The railroad was oompleted in 1856 and it was from
Aroola that trappers, woodsmen, but mostly settlers
filtered into the county west of the river snd built the
farms that would later make Arthur possible. Soon
different groups of settlers organized a Presbyterian
Church and a Baptist Church in Bourbon Township.! They
bought railroad land and settled down to farm and ralse
their families.

Settlers care to Moultrie County more slowly. 1In
1868 William and Caroline Kanitz started farming in Lowe
Township. Because a fire destroyed the county ocourthouse
in Sullivan rsoorde for the oounty Just west of Arthur
are almost non-existent. Moultrie County was ocreated
from parts of Shelby and Macon in 1843 and it is known
that Sullivan was a much older oommunity than Arcola but
settlers from that direotion did not seem to fill in

that area as early as those closer to the railroad.

7Tuaoola Journal, May 4, 1972, p. 5ec.




After the courthouse burned in 1864, Moultrie County
s0ld its swamplands to build a new courthouse and this
encouraged settlanent.e Though the Methodlists and
Christians organirzed sarly in easteran Moultrie County,
the area had a reputation smong Sullivan citizens for
lawlessness and rowdylsn.g

The Farm Dralnage Act of 1870 aided the newly
settled ocommunities with marshy land. At firat the
farmers drug a heavy log behind a team of oxen, d4digging
a little trench along the natural drainage flow. later
they dug shallow dredge ditches leading to the streams.
This was back-dbreaking work and did not lnst.lo From
1500 to about 1920 a dredgeboat worked in the ares of
the two counties evsry summer. The stean-powered shovel
arrived by raill on two cars from Goshen, Indiana.

A hole was dug in a field and a flatboat floated on
the resulting seepage. The shovel was then placed on

the flatboat and dug its way to a strean. The farmer
then laild the tile himself in the new ditoh. This was

BJanet Roney, "Kaskaskia Reflections,” Moultrie

County Heritage, I (Januwary, 1973), 16.

9Janot Roney, "Kaskaskia Beflections,” Moultrie
County Heritage, III (January, 1975), 56.

lolbid' » Po L,
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A& very expensive process but the land was so fertile,
onoe drained, that it was a sownd 1nvo-tm¢nt.11 The
Anigh farmers, who had settled in the area by this time,
drained their fields in this way also.

When the settlers first ocame in the 1830's St. lLouils
oy the Wabash River provided the nearest markets for
stock and grain. Oorn and livestock became the basis of
the prairie farms and improved transportation and markets
due to the railroads were welocomed. In the early 1920°'s
s80ybeans were first planted by Henry Jurgens norshwest
of Arthur in Lowe Township. Beans resist diseases and
bugs and were firet planted in rows around the ocora fleld
ta protect that crop.’? Today both Amish and "English”
raise corm and soybeans and some wheat. Only the Amish
are still in the livestook business to any extent.

Automation oame to the farms gradually. In the
1920‘'s the "IMglish” farmers bagan to consider the tractor
a good investment compared to the ocost of raising feed
for horloa.13 Today large ailr-conditioned maohinery
moves swiftly over flelds where simultaneocusly four-

and six-horse teams pull equipment through neighboring

flelds. The contrast is obvious.

llpjeming, 014 Ordsr Amish, p. ?-8.
121p14.
131via., p. 37-38.




In 1865 the first Amish came to the Moultrie-
Douglas area settling in the midst of an "English*
community. Was the contrast obvious from the beginning?
In those days thelr farming methods and dress were the
same a8 their "English” neighbors. Had they made any
slgnificant difference in the community?

Using the Census rolls for 1860 and 1870 it is
possible to compare the area beforeé and after the
Amish settlement. The handwritten rolls were used to
compile information for a five~township area, including
Bourdbon and Aroola townships in Douglas County and
East Nelson, Johnathan Creek, and lowe townships in
Moultrie County. This is the principal area of Amish
settlemant today, though some families live in North
Ckaw township of Coles County.

TABLE ONE®
Population Growth 1860-1870

1860 1870
Douglas 976 38CL -
Moultrie 14437 2797
Amiah _ 72
Total 2413 6601

sGathered from hand-written census rolls for 1860:
Townships 13, 14, and 15-Range 6 Fast, lMoultrie
County) Township l4-Ranges 7 and 8, Township lg-
Ranges 7 and 8, Douglas County) and 1870: Eas
Nelson, Jonathan Creek and lowe Townships, Moultrie
County) and Bourbon and Arcola Townships, Douglas
County.
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By 1860 2,413 people lived in the area. Ten Years
later there were 6,601, almost double the population.
Howaver, there were only 72 people with recognicabdle

Amish names.

TABLE TWO*®
Amish Heads of Houssholds in Douglas~Moultrie Area, 1870
Jonathan Creek Township, Moultrie County

Levi Yoder
Daniel Otto

Bourbon Township, Douglas County

John Kauffman Noses Yoder
JosePh Yoder Daniel P. Miller
D. J. Beachy John Lee

Jonas Kauffman Daniel Sachrook

Moses Kauffman

#For souroes see Table One

TABLE THRER®
Wealth of all Citigens in Real and Personal Property

Total Value of Property Average Value of
Property per Household

1860 1870 1860 1870
Douglas $799, 890 $2, 594,070 $2,292 $7, 286
Moultrie 671,406 1,768,865 2,696 3,435
Amish 60,0%0 5,459

*For sources see Tadble One



The eleven Amish houssholds owned an average of
85,459 in proeperty, both real and personal in 1870.
The average household wealth in 1870 for Moultrie
County townships wae $3,435, and 37,286 for Douglas
County townshipas. The difference detween the two counties
in 1870 is more interesting than the difference between
Amish and "English.” However, the Amish did seem to
be prosperous for the times.

The Amish heads of householdes ranged in age from
24 to 55, therefore representing a normal range in age,
as 414 the "Fnglish.” There was no illiteracy among the
Amigh heads of households, whereas there were 32
111iterate heads of households in Douglas County in

1870 and 93 in Meultrie Cbunty.lb

TABLE FOUR*
Oocupations of Heads of Households
1860 1870
Douglas Moultrie Douglas Moultrie Amish

Farmers and

Fars Hands 243 207 Las 461 11
Skilled lLabor 43 7 84 4 !HO
Business Men

and Merchants 17 1l 55 2 0
Professional 13 0 22 L 0
Common Labor 20 7 90 39 0
Others L 18 6 1 0

#For sources see Table One

141870 hand-wri:iten Census rolls
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Both in 1860 and 1870 more heads of households worked
on farms than in all the other ocoupations put tegether.
All the Amish were farmers. FKowever, there was an in-
teresting range of ocoupations represented in the area.

A comparison of the two counties shows more variety of
occupations in Douglas than in Moultrie. This can be
attributed to the fact that Arcola was a boom town Adue
to the presence of the Illinois Central. Several of
these occupations are related to the railroad itself.
Others represent servtoes desired by an increasing

population.l5

15The classification of skilled labor includes
carpenter, bricklayer, shoemaker, blacksmith, wagonmaker,
seamstress, laver, cabinet maker, match maker, saddler,
baker, tailor, rainter, butcher, teamster, dressaaker,
pump maker, bootmaker, miller, cooper, brick maker, runs
saw mill, dresser of marble, tinner, tanner, plasterer,
wheelwright, nurseryman, county surveyor, The oclassi-
fication of Business Men and Merchants inoludes trader,
lumber dealer, hotel keeper, merchant, peddler, grain
merchant, druggist, milliner, merchant-dry goods, retail
dry goods, grocers clerk, jeweler, retail groocer, dealer-
faym implements, dry goods clerk, banker, dealer in
stores, livery man, drayman, printer and pudb., commercial
traveler, fruit tree dealer, hardware, clothing salesman,
flour mill owner, jackass and stallion keeper. The olass-
ification of Professional inoludes lawyer, rhysician,
constable, M. E. preacher, dentist, teacher, musician,
schoolmaster, J. P., ¢ity marshall, vet. surgeon, photo~-
grapher. The oclassification of Common Labor inoludes
ladorer, washerwomsn, housekeeper, Zardener, prairie
breaker, mill hand, ditcher, tending flour mill, ware-
house worker, work on raillroad, work in saw mill, domes-
tic servant. The classification of Others includes
widow, engineer, railroad foreman, land sgent, stea=m
boat pilot, rallroad freight agent.



TABLE FIVE%*
Nativity of all Moultrie-Douglas Area Citizens in 1870
Douglas Moultrie Amish
(Included in
both counties)

Penn., Md4.,

Ohio 752 b32 52
Northeast 149 W 0
South 515 bso 0
Midwest 2065 1762 20
Togginnative 3481 2678 72
Ge;::zinoes 146 30 0
Ireland 75 20 0

Other Foreign
Countries 102 Ly 0

Total Foreign
Born 323 94 0

#For sources see Table One

Most of the "English” in the area were born in the
same states as the Amish. There would not have been a
great difference in background due to place of birth.
Of course the Amish religion and retention of the Penn-
sylvania Dutch language still served to set them apart
from their neighbors. There was no significant number

of foreign-boxrn in Moultrie County for the time. The
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larger number of foreign-born in Douglas County was
probably due to the employment opportunities near the
new railroad as most of these people were found in the
town of Arcola.16

It must be concluded that the settlement of the
Amish among their neighbors in the West ‘rrairie was
not a revolutionary event. The contrast between these
“plain® people would become more evident as teohnologioal
changes and progress revolutionized the entire country

and the Amish remained the same within their enclave.

16The classification of Penn., M4d., Ohio is used
because this is the area of Amish concentration prior to
the founding of the Illinois settlement. The olassifi-
cation of Northeast includes New York, New Jersey,
Massachusetts, Delaware, Maine, Connecticut, Verment,
Hew Hampshire. The classifioation of South includes
Kentueky, Virginia