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CHAPIER I

INTRODUCTION

Bagkground of the Studv
During the spring semester of 1974 the writer was enrolled in a

class in Student Persomnel in Higher Education. As a part of the requirements
for this course, she wrote a psper on adunissions requirements and procedures
at the variocus state universities in Illinois. It was during this time
that the Adwissions Office at Eastern Illimois University was undergoing a
drastic change in struoture and emphasis: The recrultment and retention
funotions of the University were given bigher priorities and efforts were
under way to involve more of the University Community in the adwissions process.
This eatire process invelved a complete turn-around in attitudes from the
years of 1970 and 1971. During those years the admission of new students
to Eastern Illinois University was cut off in early Februsry and January
respectively. In contrast, the application cutoff for new students for the
Fall Semester of 1974 extended to September, 1974, Wheress in 1970 and
1971, Eastern was tuming away considerable numbers of students, in the summer
of 1974 students were being actively sought for fall enrollment. GCenerel
concern about decressing enrollment was vmupmd snd every effort was
being made to emphasize the place of recruitment in the total University
structure. | |

The writer decided during the spring semester of 1974 to undertske an
in-depth study of the fall freshman alass of Eastern Illinois University.



This study was to be twoepart in structuret the first part would seek to
identify the prespective fall freshman student using the three factors of
Date of Appliestion, ACT Cemposite Score, and High Schosl Class Rank in
Pervcentiles} the "who® of the study. The second part of the study would
direct its emphasis on the "why" of this group, why these students and thelr
parents selected Eastern Nlinsls University for higher education.

&mumﬂ

The problem surveyed in this paper is one of the factors determining
college choloe. The writer scught to find out what faoctors were important in
the cholce of Eastern as a oollege. Were the factors considered to be of
prime importanse to the students also the paramount concerns of the parents?
What 1s Eastern's attraction to the potential student! What happens to the
student who applies for and is grented sdmission by Bastern Illinois University
but does not attend? These are the questions the writer sought to answer in
carrying out this study. ’

' &mndnm L S

The writer is currently wployod ﬁ.n t.hc Academic Advisement Ccntm- of
Eastern Illinois University. This Center is responsible for the orientation
and ﬁgiatutim procedures for all new freshmen stud@nts of the University.
It was deolded to utilize this faator in soliclting t!u information modod tor
this study. The questionnaire fom’c seemed to be the most logiocl way to seocure
the Moiuti.m which was nought and it was decided to develop a list of taot.oru
in aoMo choice which could be ranked by the students and parents. Current |
literature in the area was mrnyod and those factors selected which seemed to
be universal in determining college cholce were degided upon for inclusion in
the quoutﬁamin. The first drafts of £ho quutloiﬁ:lnn (Appendix, pages 55-61)



were then submitted to the Vice-President for Student Affaiws for his approwsl
and suggestions. The reason that this was done is that the Vice-President for
Student Affalrs was at that tiwe put in charge of Aduissions and any information
which would be of benefit to the admissions process as a result of this study
would be wtilised. The first draft of the questicemaires were then modified

in several ways. The initial draft ealled for students and parents to list

the five most important reasons for Esstern as a college oholee. This was
reduced to the three wost important reasons, as 1t was felt that to select

five reasons would be unnecessarily awkward and time consuming. A few extre
ftems were inoluded in the questionnaires at the suggestien of the Vice-Fresident
for Student Affairs.

The second draft of the questiomaire was then administered to five
students who were asked to fill it out as though they were inceming freshnen.
The pareant questionnsire was then filled out by five adults-in & similar
mamner. Comments were then solicited frem beth groups as to ease of filling
out the questionnaires and suggestions for its improvement. As s result of
this smll pilot study the questiomnaires were then revised for a sscond time,
It was felt that to vank the factors im eollege oholce with » "3" wepresenting
the wost important was confusing and sould oause problems for the groups to be
surveyed, This was the main structurel change in the questiomnsires from the
sesord dreft to the third dreft.

The third draft of both questionnaires was used for a pllot study during
the orientation proeess for new summer students for smmer term, 1974. This
was aduministered to 47 students and 19 parents who pertioipsted in this progrem.
This was done on May 14, 185, and 16, 1974, The students who wers partioipating
in early enrollment and orintation on those days wemt through a aimiler routine
to those students who would be enrolling for the fall term during the summer.



These students reported for s genersl orientation with their parents at 8300 a.nm,
at the Fine Arts Theater. Letters instruoting the studemts to report and telling
them what materials were needed were sant out by the Registyation Office in
April, 1974, The writer decided to use this group as a pllot student and
parent group to eheck sn the administration of the questiomnaires and sscertain
Just when and where would prove ‘u be the best way for the students and thelr
parents to fill them out. The first day, May 14, 1974, the questionnaires

wore handed out at the orientation session and the sdvisor in charge asked that
they be returned to him as the students and thelr parents left the auditerium.
This proved an unsuccessful method as enly about half of the questicanaires
were aotuslly returnsd at the end of the orientation session. The second day
of the pregram, May 15, 1974, the writer went with the adviser in oharge of
orfentation and distributed the questionnaires and asked that they be handed

to her as scon as they were completed. This proved a better method of distribu-
tion, but seemed to distmot Gh' attention of the group from the materisl

being explained during the orientation. The third day, May 16, 1974, the
parent gquestiommaires were givenm ocut at the orientation session and it was

asked that they be turned in at the close of the meeting. The secrstary in

the Advisemant Center was asitnd to hand out a questiomnaire teo each student as
they cams in to pre-register with an advisor. The student was asked to fill
this out while he was waliting to see an advisor and hand it to the advisor
before he left the Advisement Center. This method preved to be an improvement
over those tried the previcus two days, and it was decided to incorporate this
method of distribution for the actusl study. Thess questiomnaires were tallied
to ses 1if there would be any potentisl and obvicus problems which might arise

in this sres. It was then diseovered that the item en "Sise of Bastern" had
bestt inadvertently omitted from the student questiommaire.



During this period, the writer was asked to serve on an Ad Hoo Boners
Committes by the Vice-President for Instruotion. One item that this Committee
was asked to look into was the intsrest in an honors pregram at Bastern. The
writer deolded to utilize the gquestionnaire teo find out this informstion.

The statements with reference to an honors progrex and whether or not the
student hed applied to more than cne university were thea added to the botton
of the questionmeire and an item om sise was reinserted, resulting in the
fourth dreft. The two questionnaires were then mimeogmphed, using blue paper
for the parent questionnsive and yellew for the student questiommaive. This
was dowe for ease of sorting and tabulating. (Drafts of questionmaives msy be
found in"thée Appendix.)

Paring the spring of 1974 & four<by.six card file was established for
those umumm.mmmmmwumumm
for the fall semester of 1974, As each application was processed, s eard
was sade out for each applicamt. These cards eontained the following infore
mationt Student's name, soslal security nuwber, home address, class renk,
ACT composite score. Blanks were left for the nawe of the student's adviser,
the date be was invited to pre-register, whether he did pre-register, and
to yeoord the fact that the stadent and perent questionmalves were filled
out, Since a follew-up study was plamned, blanks were alse lsft for the
sending of a followsup letter and receiving & reply. An additiensl blenk
was made te record the fact that the. stadent was actuslly in attendance
on the eomnt day for the fall semester of 1974,

The orientation and pre-registration progrem foy all fall freshmen
1974 began on June 17, 1974, The Reglstretion Office sent out letters to
sll applicants who had besn aduitted by May 1, 1974 to participate in the
pre-enrollment progrem. These were st out alphabetioally with the student's



whose names began with 4 and B being invited the first day, ete. Approximately
140 students were invited each dey.. The program for the summer of 1974 ran
June 17-31, June 34=28, and July 1-3. Whem it was deterwined that we had
an wmsual pumber of late applicants, three sdditiomal days were sdded to the
progren iu August, August G, 6, and 7, and spproximstely 100 students vere
invited to participate on eack of these days. The students were invited to
partiolpate on & specifio date, but could changs their sppolnatment to another
date by motifying the Registration Office. A mmber of sctivitiss were
scheduled for both the students and their parents on the orientation days.
The sotivities began at 8100 a.me ab the Coleman Hall Auditorium. The
Advisement Contsr persomnel were in charge of these sctivities. The students
were given s renting slip for their day's activitiss as they entered the
auditorivm, The students were then taken to the IAbrery Leoture Room for an
orientation session by one of the mesbers of the Advisement Center Staff. The
parents remained in the Colemen Hall Auditorium for an oriemtation sesslion by
one of the meubars of the Advisement Conter Staff. The perents were also given
[ Mﬂhlkhyammuunoftuﬂmt?mm:&uﬂm
finanoisl alds, heslth serviess, social functions, eto.} snd a mesber of the
Housing Office on housing fasilities and activities. The parents weres then
guests of the University st a eoffee hour in a dormitory which was alwo
sttended by teaching faoulty sewbers. During this time, the students, following
thelr orientation session, were taking wethemstics tests if necessary to their
progren, having thelr spessh. and hearing tests, aving their identification
photo taken and actuslly pre-vegistaring for their classes with & mesber of the
Advisement Center Staff.

_ The distribution of the parent questiommires took plase as the
parents and students entered Coleman Hall in the moymings The writer asked



the parents if they would please £111 out the questionmaires and stated that
they would be collested later, No resistance was encountered and at the end
of the erientation by the mewber of ‘the Advisement Center staff, the writer
sollected the questiommaizes: The parents were asked to fill out eme question-
nsire per family and 486 parent questionnaires wers collested in this manner.
These were bept im alphabetical order by student’s name and separated Ly the
date they were filled out. The faot that & parent questiommaire had besn
£1T1ed out was then recorded om the student®s caxd at the end of each day.

‘ The distribution of the student's questiommires took place as the
student entered the Advisensnt Centar Offies for pre-registration with an
advisors The setretary geve ocut the questiormsires with the preeregistration
matorials and Bsalth Sewvices form and asked the student to please £ill them
dut while they were waiting to be advised. After an adviseanent conference |
thi umt. was checked out of the Advisement Centsr by a student worker, |
At this time; the Health Services form and the questiomeire were collseted,
slong with the presregistretion request form and the fwe sertification caxd.
At the end of sech day, the questicamaires were alphsbetised and the fact
that the studett had filled out.a qusstiomaire wes recorded om esch file
oavdi A total of 1,213 questiovmalives were filled cut and eollected out of
14228 students who pre-registered. It was diseovered that the 10 questicanaires
which were not filled out were turned im, but these students had been the flrst
ones %o arrive at the Advisement Center and did not have time to fill out
the qusstiennaive before the advisement confersnde.
for responses. o' essvh fhem Mo attespt was wade to distribute parent
qusstionnaies for the thves days in sugust as the parents and students hed
orientation sessions togethsr and 1t wes not feasible te follew the format



used during the regular summer program. These students were asked to f£111 out
the questionmaires in the Advisewent Center as the students had during the
summer program. When the results of the surveys ware tallied the writer
decided te use a weighting soale for the responses which were listed, It was
felt that in this manner respenses which were listed as the mest impertant,
seoond most important, etc., would be reflected in the totals reported, The
responses whioh received a reting of "1" on a questionnaire (most impertant)
were given a weight of three pointss respemses whioh received a reting of "2"
(next most important) were given a weight of two peints} responses which
received a wating of 3" (thixd mast important) were given a ws.ght of one point;
rospmess which received a rating ef a cheok mark were given & welght of ome-
half point. In this mamer, the respunses were tallled by simple mumiber of
responses to each question and also by welighted responses to each qusstion.

In October, 1974 a follew-up letter with & post-card enclesure
was semt to each of the students who had been admitted by Esstern but were not
on the 6fflcial enrollment list for the fall semester which was made out on
the tenth day of classes. 485 of these letters were sent out and 285 cards
wore returned to the writer. Thess sards 1listed tem items whieh sould be
cheoked by the student. Tho responses en these oards were then talltéd and
the faot that the card had been returned was noted on the student's file card.

Linitations of the Study

One obvious limitation of this study is the faot that although &
serious attempt was made to yeaoh each fall freshmen student, it was impossible
to do so for those students who enrolled on the centreal reglstration days,
August 36, 1974 and August 27, 1974 and those few who enrolled during late
registration, the first five days of classes. A total of approximately 200



students were therefore omitted from this study for the above reasons.

Another limitation is the fact that the reasons given for attendance
at a partioular college by this group of students wmight not be the same reasons
given for another group of students. The results can be interpreted as
probably indloative for all Eastern students, but only true for the fall fresbmen
clasa of 1974,

Some problems were encountered with the use of the questiomnaire in that
soms students and parents indicated more then one response with a “1* or "2"
or a "I" or a series of check marks. In tallying these questiomnaires, the
writer assigned a value of one-half point to each item so checked or marked if
more than one item was given the same value. The thought behind this wmethod was
that thuldbumro realistic to underrate a vesponse to an item than
to inflate it.

The faot that the students were sometimes hurried in filling out
the questiommaires would be s further limitation on the walidity of the
results. The late-arriving parents occasionally were also hurried in responding
to the questionnaires,

The validity of questiomnaives has been questioned many times, and
the writer acinowledges the weaknesses inherent in this wmethod of research
but felt that for the purposes of seeking the information desired for this
study, the questionnalre method was the best available.



CBAPTER II
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

In reviewing the litemture on college oholos, a variety of
information was found to be svailable, The writer desided to olassify the
findings into four areas. The first is the adnissions process as viewed
l by the college. What are the existing admissions standards for Rastern

Nlinots University? What ave the admissions stantards for various types
of higher education and how an tw arvived at?

The second area refsrs to some of the literature as an mwhw of
the adumissions process as viewed by the praupnuu student. How do prospective
students and thelr families view the colleges and are their views realistic?

" The third ares investigates studies which have been done on the
factors involved in college chal«. What have these studies revesled about
how swcah make a college uhnin and what feotors had the greatest
influence on thelr cholces?

The fourth area reports en the follow-up of non-matriculated students.
Why did they fail to-enrcll snd what are they doing at the present time?

'th-mmmt%s Lt would be of assistance to the reader to
review the mm Mm to &m:n Dlinots Mun&v in order to

“understand the problem of college choloe more thonmchl:y The admission
policies in effect for the Fall Sewester of 1974 were those whioch governed

10




the acoeptance of the students involved in this study. These policies
as stated in Fastarn Jllinels % sl Satalage 1874 are as
follows? ’

Beginning Freshmen—~The university will consider applications
of candidates qualified ss followst

Fall Semester! Students who rapk in the upper half of their
high school class, based on cowpletion of six or more
semesters, or who achisve an ACT composite standard score of
22 or above, or an SAT score of 900 or above.

Spring Semester! Students who wank in the upper two-thirds
of thelr high school class, based on completion of six or
more semesters, or whe achieve an ACT composite standard
score of 30 or above, or an SAT soore of 830 or above.

Swmer Terwt Depending upon availability of rescurces and
facilities, the university,will consider all students who
are high school graduates,

It can be seen that im utilising these adwissions standards, the
University is open to only half of those students who may be finishing high
school in a given yssr, the upper half. Thus students who may wish to attend
Eastern but are not in the top half of their olass sre faced witk a decision
as to Mmins thelr enrollment wntil spring, attending susmer, or attending
a commmity college and then transferring to Eastern at & later date.

| Alexander Astin had the following pertinent comments on the
institutionsl viewpoint of admissions policiest
One of the problems twmacll&ctmtutmﬁu

sxamine ite admissions policies is what might be call

institutional myopla. faculty and staff of wmost indlvidual

institutions tend to regard any proposed change in adwiseions

policies only in terms of how the institutlion will be directly
affeoted, The educational consequences of any change in
aduissions policles would be more easily assessed if an
institution would make an effort to see its own admlissions
decisions in relation to the larger systems to which the
ingtitution belongss The point is that, if the imstitution

is trying to be of maximm bensfit te its comstitusmey, them it

‘wmm April, 1974, p. 41.
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must ultimately regard any decision to accept or reject a
perticular student in the light of the other options that
are open to the studemt. What is likely to bappem to the
rejected applicants? Are they likely to go to some other
institution? If so, where will they go and to what
edusational end? What about the applicants who are accepted?

Many college administrators probably support selective
aduissions because a good input of highly wmotivated, talented
students will almost gusrentes & good output of distinguished
possibly wealthy alummi in years to come,.

John 5. Brubacher gives a broad over-view of the admissions dilema

in the following passaget
In one sense it 1o u).mnt a fruitless question to ask,

Yho should go to college?’ sinoce nearly everyone who wants

to go semms to be already there. Yet, in another sense, the

question is still very pertinent. Some think that there are

many pursuing higher education now who should never have been

sduitted. And there are others who think that there are many

who are not attending who should, By what oriterion, therefore,

do we deternine how wide to open the portals of ocollege ‘

admission?! There seems to be two points of view heret one,
mtummmmut«mr«.ammomr.

that higher education should be for the many,

The student residing in mmn in 1974, would find that he has
several options open to him. If he is in the top half of his high school
graduating class, he would be eligible for admission to any of the state
universities with the possible exception of the University of Illinots
which uses an index of class rank and ACT scores to determine adnission to
the various schools. If he s net in the top balf of his graduating class,
he may still attend the mtc universities other than the fall term or be
guaranteed admission to the commumnity college in his district. Loren Pope,

Director of the College FPlacement Bureau states this faot in a recent articlet

‘. ?&lmmior W, Astin, “ﬁollm Adnusi.m: A Sym Perspective,”
(Y ¥ SOUGATAGD do JO‘.ph




Hyth Fourteent College is hard to get imto,

With the depression in the economy and in higher
edusation, this myth is dying., It was never true, even
in the penic days. 4nyons who greduates from high school
ocan get into any one of a mmber of foureyear colleges.
Twowyear community oolleges ususlly have open-door
sdmissions policies.d

It is often assumed that Essterm I1linois University competes with
the other State Universities for the same students. Is there any resl basis
for this belief? An article by David Elesh does substantiate this idea.

Colleges tended to compets with colleges in the same
cost bracket and with similar sdmission policies. At least
90 per sent of the competing volleges were within the sawe
region as the naming colleges, except for the most expensive
northeaster™n competition. The publie, private, and Catholic
colleges tended to compete with the same type of college,
espeolally ss the cost incressed.B

The State Universities in Illinols have similar admission policies,

13

and 1t would appear that they attraot slwmilar students. The cost of attending

mafmmmitmmcmmu‘ahaﬁﬂum. The study of
aduissions policies is a continuing one at every institutlon of higher
oducation. In times of heavy enrcllment, aduissions standards are apt to
be raised, while in a pericd of lowered applications, admissions policles
will underge a lowering of standards in most institutions.

The following eooerpt from a memorandus fvom Dy, Samusl Taber to
Vice President lvody veports on the acceptance of students in the lower half
of their gradusting classes by the various institutions in the State of
Nlineias

In an effort to get a better analysis of the situstion,

I graphed the four four-year institutions under the Bcard of
Governors (see attached) which makes it quite spparent that

4 oren Pope, "20 Myths Thet Can Jimx Your College Choice,” National
ACAC Jourmal, May, 1973, pp. 3-8,

%nﬂé Elesh, "Organisation Sets and the Structure of Competition for

New Mewbers,” Sagiology af Edusstiaon, 43 (Fall, 1973), pp. 371396,



14

we are, through more stringent and selective admissions
standards, getting a larger percentage of our freshmen from
the upper deciles. The attached table presents the data in a
slightly different mammer in t it shows the sctual number
of applicants in the lower of high school greduating
classes, the number of acceptances in that category and the
wm&d’ these low ranking appllicants who were accepted
by sach foureysar institution, similar figures for the
collective BOG institutions, and for all four-year State
Universities. ' ~

The Master Plan states that senior institutions may acoept
only those freshmen in the upper half of thelr high school
greduating clesses and those ranking below the 50th percentile who
have compensatory soores on a qualifying examination as set by
the individual institution. The exception to that rule is that
"For experinental and special programs this polioy may be
waived by the institution's governing board to scoept during the
regulir academic year new freshmen applioants of lesser qualifi.
cation mmbering up to ten per cent of the Fall temm
entaring frestmen class on that campus”. The 6.7% aaceptance
fgnn for Fall 1973 is likely students who had the compensatory
ACT scorej were veterans or mature adults or individusls who had
been out of high schoel for more than a year. It seems obvious
that other BOG institutions are demonstrating a flagrant disregard
for the dictates of the Master Plan because I feel reasonably :
certain that 65.9% of the lower half BOC applicants did not have
compensatory ACT scores or fall into the other special categories
mentioned above.

By complying with the diotates of the Master Plan, we have
denied o mmber of students admission who are apparently being
considered sligible by sister institutions. If we are to maintain
competitive position, it appesrs that we also must disregard the
restrictive admission policy for senlor institutions or other 6
senlor institutions will have to couply with them as they now exist.
The tables on the following pages illustrate the fact that some of
the institutions of higher education in the State of Illinois are soccepting
a siseable proportion of their students from the lower half of their gradusting
classes while Eastern is following the dictates of the Master Plan and accepting
only these mmwwmpﬁfwtmwmm«mwtathm school

!’wnmrormormmumcnonamompotthw‘fniam

SMemorandum from Samusl J, Taber, Dean to Vice Pmumt Moody, 1974.



Table 13
APPLICANT CHARACTERISTIC SUMMARY
FIRST TIME FRESHMEN - HIGH SCHOOL RANK

Percentile Rank

19 or Less 20 30 40 _ 50

No, % No, & No, ¢ No, & No, %
Chicago State 81 76 74 7.0 93 B8e8 108 10.2 134 12.6
EIU 49 2e¢3 58 2e¢7 106 5.0 140 6.6 239 11.2
Northeastern 164 6.4 159 6.2 210 8.l 258 10,0 308 11.9
WIU 154 3e3 195 4,1 273 5.8 343 7e3 713 15.2
ISU ‘ 162 2.9 207 37 285 5.1 443 8.0 673 12,1
NIU 149 4,1 152 4,2 193 5.3 309 8.5 423 11.7
SIU..C 487 8.4 410 7.0 537 9.2 573 9.8 760 13,1
SIU..E 83 4,7 67 3.8 97 5.5 157 868 258 14,5
UI..CC 234 5.5 198 4,6 268 6e3 322 7e¢5 466 10,9
UI..UC 87 8 124 1.1 211 1.9 387 3.4 722 6.4
Total 1,650 348 1,644 3.8 24273 5.3 3,040 7.1 4,696 10,9 E

Table 14
ACCEPTANCE CHARACTERISTIC SUMMARY
FIRST TIME FRESHMEN - HIGH SCHOOL RANK
Percentile Rank

19 or Less 20 20 20 50

NO 'y % NO. % NO (3 % NO. % NO. %
Chicago State 49 663 43 5.6 69 8.9 67 8.7 94 12,2
EIU 11 . .6 20 1.1 35 2.0 83 3.0 219 12,4
Northeastern 79 4,1 73 368 94 4,9 166 8.7 242 12,7
WIU 93 2¢2 98 23 192 4,5 237 5.5 704 16.4
ISU 59 1.6 82 263 140 348 252 6.9 490 13.5
NIU : 107 3e3 100 3ol 127 369 249 7,7 361 11.2
SIvu..C 240 5.2 187 4,0 370 6.9 341 7.4 694 15,0
SIU..E 44 2.9 29 1.9 31 260 73 4.8 245 15.4
UI..CC 171 4,6 150 4,0 188 5.0 239 6.4 401 10,7
UI..UC 9 ol 22 2 39 4 139 1.5 422 4,6
Total 862 25 204 263 1,235 3¢5 1,816 5.2 34872 11.1




Table 13--Continued

60 70 80 90
NO. % NO. % NO- % NO- % Totil_
131 12,3 140 13,2 172 16,2 128 12,1 1,082
330 15,5 398 18,7 411 19,3 398 18,7 2,125
351 13,6 385 14,9 372 14.4 372 14.4 2,516
796 16.9 807 17.1 767 16,3 658 14,0 4,706
777 14,0 887 16.0 1,031 18.5 1,094 19.7 5,559
529 14.6 623 17,2 610 16.9 627 17,3 3,611
752 12.9 798 13,9 744 12,8 761 13,1 5,822
236 13,3 243 13,7 307 17,3 330 18.6 1,778
548 12,8 650 15,2 762 17.8 823 19,3 4,273
1,092 9.6 1,880 16.5 2,721 23,9 4,144 36,5 11,386
5,542 12,9 6,812 15.9 7,897 18,4 9,335 21.8 42,689
Table 14--Continued
60 70 80 90
No, 4 No, % No, i No, % Total
86 11.1 101 13,1 147 19.0 117 15.1 773
307 17.3 362 20,4 389 21,9 377 21,3 1,773
283 14,8 334 17.5 325 17.0 314 16.4 1,910
784 18,2 798 18,5 750 17.4 647 15,0 4,303
558 15,3 629 17,3 703 19,3 728 20,0 3,641
488 15,1 592 18,3 598 18,5 606 18,8 34228
693 15,0 738 15,9 699 15,1 723 15.6 4,635
236 15.4 242 15,8 306 19.9 329 21.4 1,535
497 10,7 589 15,7 728 19.4 786 21,0 34749
649 7.0 1,509 16,3 2,508 27,1 34944 42,7 9.241
4,681 13.2 5,895 16.9 7,153 20.6 84571 24,6

34,789
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Fagtors Igvolved in Colleze Chalse

The writer surveysd the cwrent literature for information on the
most common factors involved in college choice. What really influences the
prospective student and his or her family to choose one college over another?
Some interesting references were found on this subject and it was felt that
a few excerpts from them would be of assistance to the reader.

When it comes to choosing & college, does the average applicant
survey the possibilities and come to & loglcal conclusion? What factors
are apt to play a prime role in the selestion process ani which ones are
dominant in the deolsion-making procese? Loren Fope has this to say about
college choice in gemeral.

How do intelligent studemts, and their paremts arrive at
thely decisions in making this costly and important purchase?

Do they sample and test the merchandise? ¥o. ind unfortunately

there is no Ralph Nader, indeed there is no consumer research

available to the public in this vital fleld.
The result is that the American family relies chilefly

on the plge-inea-poke plan of college selection, which is

based on twenty myths that profoundly influence millions of

oollege ocholoes. On the whole, it is such bad consumerism

that fewer then 40 per cent of this fall's freshman class

will still be in the sawe colleges on capwand-gown day four
years hence.”

The authors were surveyed in their opinions as to the most legioal
method to be employed in choosing a college. Wilbur R. Venerable
suggests that cholce of major should precede cholce of college.

This cholce of the course to be followed should preceds
the cholos of a particular college. I state this obvious fact
werely because many people actually proceed the other way
around. They plick out & college first, often on very
irrelevant grounds, and then make & sslection among the courses
of study whioch that college offere.

I propose to 1ist the various ressons on the basis of which

7Pm. *20 Myths Thet Can Jinx Your College Choloe,"” p. 3.
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students and theiy pavents actually de choose ocolleges. Two
or three of them are thoroughly sound, and the others are
“entitled to some weight, either in generel or in partioular
cases, while still others are almost wholly irrelevant.

1, Family comeotions
3. Chureh influence
4, Alusnl influense -
8. Sohool influence
6. Personsl impressions-—a tour of campus
7. Geographical preximity
8. Cheapnass g
9. Sise - |
10. Environsest--urban or rurel
11. Coeducation or segregation
13, Athletic prestige 2
14, Attractive educationsl experimentation

It Ls interesting to note the opposing view, as stated by Loren Fope!

Myth Thirtesnt Your cholce of college major is very
WMMM‘meMmﬁubﬁu
of the quality of its department in that fleld. '

!’hhn&mmﬁmhuhdwmmhdmm
wrong path. In the first place, the importanse of the major
is one of the most. sverreted things sbout college. The oheice
of one is sowething that wsuslly sheuld be fivxly aveided or
resisted until the Jumior year. Why! Because you need some
sdusstion before you get into your voostional training. As
Jobn Stuart Fill said, "A men is & wan before he is & physiclan
or a statesmsn, and if you make him a ressonsbls man he will
peke himself s ressonsble and gensible physicisn or statesman,”

-

S R, Vu ' sle, "Parental Influence on 00110&0 and Vocatiomsl
mum.',me s Nationsl Aaspolation of Sallege Admisaloos
Cuunse] %v oy ‘1 o ’ '1 ‘ w. ; 8‘ b, Co

sPopo, "20 Myths That Can Jinx Your Collegs Cheloe," p. 6.

S I
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If the current writers in the field canmot agree om the importance of
ma jor mm s factor in »ﬁu- nlﬁtm. what u- some of the other
factors mthnMWMbnofm“ w? mmﬂ.phm
by friends and psrents haﬂmmm in the following articles.

Ronald H, FPredrickson and Thumas Fonda state the following results of a
WMWU

The responses reported in Table 3 indicate that parents
were perceived by the largest rumber as being most valusble
in providing sssistance in meking the decision to sttend & 10
mmawuqa.mmmwmammwumu

Pops has the following to say regarding the advice of friends
as a valid reason for college choloe:

wmt What one or more of your friends says about
nmwisamamuum.

This in m 1ikes.vanilla yationale, aad s
one of the ‘sentors’ most-used criteria, The
trouble is thet it M‘t always work tmless you're much
1like the friends in mm' abilities, value systems, and
personality. 9imilayily, choosing a college because one's

‘ )1 girl or boy friend is going there runs &
statistioal danger-.most college students choose both msjor
and love interest at least tarice. 11

| &lmimmthofoumumdmﬁmtmhu into
acnmdbnm: - b '

‘hwqmttancg%ewmuwnm' is concerned
ﬁthmmnqrt “deaision processes. The first of these
involves the s t's attenpt to choose an appropriste cellege
or universityt ome that will meet his personal goals and will
‘:d the sime time :;M his family, friends, teachers, counselors,
and other groups plcwhomybomrtmgpmmnon
hin. The secend desision process that affects the distribution
of students involves m s0llege admissions officer. The
oriteria be usss to ecoept or reject prospective students ave
affected not enly Dy the needs and goals of the institution®s
faculty w! mwnutim. but also by the quantity and quality

l!., Predrickeon md Thms !“ondn "bonogo Adu!.aaim Assistance
ah el s LY ¢ RXN44.» 49’

u!‘am 20 Myths Thut Can Jm Your College Cholos,” p. 5.



arta.mmmwmmm ﬂmotﬂu
mmmmunummu-m

appeal teo setheticlamy Mmmt&mm Mt
Mmmdm-mtmwhmmam
&anmm&mmammfuthhn%hw

munmawm Hay, 1973,

Beginning with a multitude of posaible reasons gathered from
sarlier college ahoise studies, a questionnaire was developed that
mmwmmxmwhmmmmmmpwom
decision. For each of the 22 ressons students and parents were
;muwmuwmzmmmwmmmm.aum
consideration, or a mjor consideretion.! These responses were
assigned the walues of 1, 2, and 3 respectively.

Tmmmmmauumwuaumum
sttended the first wmiversity division freshmen counseling
meoting during orientation week of the fall semester of 1970,
mammeummmmm o
turn them in at a checkpolnt at registration two days later. The
mq%&m&mmnwummhwm;unm
socepted as freshmen for the fall sewester of 1970

Por both groups, the academlc nwhtim of the university and

mmammmwmmmmwmam
Mh%m&ahnmthmm.

Flmhl, goographical, and soademto factors were more
fmpertant to payents thean te students, while atudents atteched
mmommmmmmmmmummm
factove. Mdmmmmm
mmmmmum k{wotth
m#mﬂ.mm WWt
“&mmmm.dmtmg»wtm -
m seogrephical fastoy Mn »e on
mmwwmf»wmm@mmum home as
PoRS CER .

Mm,nm.mrm.;mzmmuumm
..... more cenoeyned with , ml.mmnnmg
Telative tapertencs m.mmmmmmmm,, faatly

. % i o s P2 : 2
meuberw, slwmi, and high soticol teachers, tham parents did. This
mmeﬁtmmmmdthm
‘mummmmmm

.

12
Alexandey ¥, “Wno Gues Where to Callege?” Stadant,
ﬁ&?ﬂ' mmmwmw, B::& thton

7:%



The researchers also wonder how much of the lmportance of

acadenic factors for both students and parents is a reflection of

respondents saying what they think thay should say. After all, in

the popular ﬂu, a college education is primarily an scademic

experience, and scademie factors therefore should be most impertant

in selecting a collagn.13

We thm m that authorities in the field report a wide vurloty of
reasons for oullcge cholce, The thres factors of cost, location and reputation
seon to b& emismuy reported as thm of the most lmportant reasons for

obmslug one college over another.

During the yesrs of 1970 and 1971 when there was s great influx of
amﬁu to foureyear colleges, multiple spplications became increasingly
common., The practice of applying to more than one uollm was a common prectice
and caused pmz,m for sdmissions personnel in ut.&mt&ng the number of
:taﬁuto who ntght. mtmny matriculate at a given institution. Is this
moucn atill prevalent in 19747 Andrew G. Bean and John A bﬂontm report
on a mwoy conduoted in the state of Virginia., In this survey, all high
school seniors were asked their post-high school plans.

&mmwmmtdmomwrudm

three aspiioationss am 16 perosut, Tiied four of mere applieations.l*

A study ccadusted at Ste Clowd, Minmesots State Cellege sn Non-Matriculs-
ted students reported some interesting findings:

- The study shows that the ujért’mr of both groups of studsnts

whoe did not attend the school under sonsiderstion listed it as
mthmg other than their firat cheice.i”

m?wno A, Bowers, and Eulmvl O Pngh, "l“am Bnhﬂym Cnu-go
Chelce by Studemts and Paremts,” don o
(M’ 1M)' P 22,

14
Andm G, M %hn A' Contrs, "Multiple College Applications”,
Jourpal of Cg . Parnonn ’(lm. 1973), p. 537,

mhck F, And' ry Darrel T, Nnthlm. "Non-
Hatrlcnlatlm". Nat M:Aﬁ : m. 1973 pe 17,




Howr mamml&&phnwlmw in the State of mmw This
figure is m»m tc muam.»mx of thn qpplbanta m fnr
admisalon and the sise of m Mshmn aluaea mllod in tho Boaxd of
Governors Colhg» :nd Unimitha for t&u Fall Term of 1973 reveals quite
a d&.mrity iu t&u wmmug’ tt appliunts sctually enrelled. Chioage
State vnzmew shoved an m’umt percentage of m of its applicants;
Eastern Illinois uammty enrolled 74% ot’ the applicsnts accepted; Western
Tllinots University enrolled 676 of its applicants and at Northeastern just
4% of the applicants sobually envelled,

%tdam«ﬁnmemiﬂwmumwuwmrw
the non-mtrisulation of student applisants? Ag stated previously, miltiple
applications phy a large part in nmtriaulatm ﬂmu. ?ho mt
, ‘rmmu cited cause for mtuadma 1s financial and the tullowlng
rofom are a fw of the many which were fmmd mting uuntuny the
um i.doa

Edﬁ;h Green stated the problem ﬂf the m.dd'ia class fimi.ly in this
arti.ehi

Alt.hcmgh U, S. premma were intended to create every
opportunity for dissdvantaged ohildren to attend sollege, they

were not intended to penalize the middle class. 4s a result ef

current and proposed finanolal aid programs, howewver, middliee

income students are left without help in countless instances,

‘and yoty at the same time, thelyr fawmilies are required to pay a 16

lamr and hmr pmpﬁrtlon of tuition costs for other students,

In the %llm Board Review, ﬂmrdw G, Sidar, Jr. mm thc following
mtmt abont financial cmmntimu in college choloe!

| The medisn income in the United States in 1968 was $8,632,
A projected median for 1973 is $12,000, an incresse of 39 peroent

or $3,368, But the increases in educationel costs, books and
,mwlhg. suteofspocket sxpemses, trevel, and other expwnses

mmshm "The Dissdvanteged Middle Class," National AGAC Jowmmal,
18, (Nevember, ws).'p. 20 ’ ‘
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exseeded the rise in median income during the past five years.
In addition, income inoreases have not centributed to substantive
increases in discretionary spending power because of esoalating
costs of food, clothing, housing, hows heating and automotive

*

Beosuse of this, and limitations in cther forms of ald,

students and parents are being forced to change choices of

Anstitutions. The ohenges in oholces has followed a descending

cost ordert From higher cost private institutlons to foureyear |

public, to twowyear public, to opting out for a year, to short

term propristary educatiomal institutes.l’

Wilbur R, Venerable makes the following statement along the same lines:

~ Our murderous inflation, which has boosted the aost of

virteally everything cormectad with college education, has oaused

the dream of acllege to become a financial nightumare. Several

Years ago many students were sble to choose s college without

too much concern for the differences in costs. Today, this is mo

lenger true for the majordty of students. Finenelsl burdens %iu&t the

cholces to those within the family®s own financial ressurces.i8

In summary the current literature in the area revealed that the
institutions of higher education are in a continusl state of assessing their
applications and making appropriate decisiens about their admissions standards.
In years of high applications, enrcllment standards will be raised, when the
nwber of applications drops, admission standards way be lowered agoordingly.
Although the Master Plan for the State of Illinois called for the admission to
senlor institutlons to be open to the students in the top half of thelr bigh
school graduating clagses, some institutions do not appear to be bonoring these
standards. Duplicate applications continue to be a factor in metriculation
as they have been for the past ten yesrs. ‘

From the viewpolint of the prespective student, if he is in the upper
£ifty percent of his graduwating class, he may be admitted to the State higher
education institutions and wost private universities and colleges in Illineis.

If he falls in the lower half of hls graduating class be bas several alternatives

I?Almm.v G. Sidar Jr., "Is There a New Born Loser!™, Ih

~ )‘avmwhle, “Parental Influence on College and Voeational Decistions,” p. 10.
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open to him. He may attend a sommunity college and transfer to a senior college}
he may wait until other than the fall term and attend & senior college, or he
may wait a year and attend the fall term st most senfor institutions.

The factors involved in college choice are many and varied according
to the sources oconsulted. Location, reputation of the institution, cost and
advice of family and friends appear to be the mest common considerations of the
current generation of eolfl_,m students,

The materisl surveyed about nom-m:triculating students revealed that the
multiple application precedure must be considerved in pereentage of students who
do attend four-yesar colleges: The other factor limiting the choice of colleges
for many students today $s the fimamoial situation of the family.



CHAPTER IXI
RESULTS OF THE STUDY
Method of Beporting Resulis

In peporting the results of the survey, the writer felt that it would
be most meaningful to the reader to report the results mmﬁilw&mmmr.
Student Questionnairest first the results of the responses to the two "yes or

0" questions at the bottom of the questionmaire would be reported; the responses
to the nineteen qmstloﬁs on the student questionnsire would then be itemised

in a rank<order form for the simple number of responses and for the weighted
responses each question on the questiomnaire would then be given and the mumber
and percent of responses it received would be reported. The same procedure
would be followed for the parents questionnaire and the sixteen questions it
contained. Comments Mthn in on the questionmaires would then be reported

in the sections with student and parent questiommaire results. The fourth
mtmmmmmmumgmuotmzommamtﬁm
the Mtﬂmhhd students involved in this study.

Stadant astiomnaires

Itmséwid-dtoumtthompmatoth‘m”ynmdm questions
at the bottom of the student questionnaire separately becauss they do not
actually reflect a factor in college eholice but were inserted to gain additionsl
information for the writer and the Admissions Office. The first question,

24



“Eastern 1s considering offering an homors program. Would you be interested
in participating in sush a progrem? Yes____No____ " was responded to by a
total of 919 students out of a total of 1213 who f1lled out the questionnaires.
820 of thess students expressed an interest in an honors program, while 399
stated that they would not be interested in participating in such a progrem.

" Tn response to the second question, "Did you originally apply to more
than one college or university? Yes___ No__ " 1075 students marked this
question out of the total of 1213 who aompleted questiomnaives. 509 students
indicated that they had applied to wors than one college or university, while
886 indicated that Bastem was the only college or university they had applied
to. |

~ The student questionmaire used in this study contained nineteen items
to which the students could respond. They were asked to 1ist the thres most
mportant reasons for choosing Eastern with a 1" representing the most
important; a "2" the next most importanty and a "3" the third most important.
If more than three reasons were important to them they were asked to place a
check mark beside the additionsl items. In s few cases, the students did not
follow direstions and marked saveral iteas with "1's” or all with cheok marks,
ste. In tabulating the results for this study these responses were recorded
as having & weight of & oheck mark, or onethalf point in an effort mot to allot
undue welght to any given item. The reader is referred to the Appendix for a
copy of the student questionnaive used in this study.

Table I 1ists the items on the questionnaire and the responses to
the in rank order form for the 1213 questiomnaires filled out. It gives the
nusber of times each item was given a weight of 1, 2, 3, or a cheok mark.
Tadle II gives the total responses to sach item, the weighted responses to
oach item and the percent of responses, both weighted and unweighted which ave
represented by these mmbers. In interpreting these tables, the resder is



reminded of the assigned weights used in tabulating the questionnaires for
this study. A response of "1" or most important was assigned a weight of
3 points; a response of "2" or second most important was assigned a welght of
"2"; a response of "3" or third most lwportant was assigned a welight of 13
and a cheok mark was assigned a weight of one-half point, The writer decided
to utilize the welighting of responses in order to differentiate the responses
in terws of thelr importande to the student filling out the questionnaire.

In reading Table I 1t asn be seen that questisn musber 18, the size
of Eastern is the resson most students gave for choosing to attend Eastern. A
. total of 746 responses were giymn for this question. Eastern's position as the
smallest of the residentisl State Universities undoubtedly plays a part in the
student's choloe of this school for higher education.

The second question most frequently choson by the students as a reason
for choosing Eastern was question number 1, "location of Eastern™. The writer
felt that this question might be more meaningful to the reader if further analyzed.
The impertance of loaation in choice of college could mean several things in
different contextst to the student who yesides in or around Charleston, it
might be the sasy accessibility and convenience of commmuting or living at homes
to the student frem the Chicago area it might mean the difference im 2 rural
enviromment and the relative security of &« smaller town; to the student in the
southwest area of the State, it could mean accessibility by interstate higlways.
In order to further examine this question the writer divided the State of Illimois
into three areas and further tabulated the responses by the sone in whioh the
howstown of the student happened to fall. The top third of the State or Zome 1
ran from a line just south of Peoris and north of Bloomington to include the
northern third of the State; the middle third or Zone 2 extended from this line
to just south of Effingham and from Palestine through Godfrey east and west;
the lower third of the State or Zone 3 was the remiining third of the State.
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RANK ORDER RESULTS..STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRES

TABLE I

Paxesntags of Zotal Besoonsss and Waighted Beaponses

Zatal Reaponses
ok it ¢ 2, g
1 18 746 16,74
2 1 626 14,04
3 2 488 10.95
4 e 487 10,92
8 4 340 .63
6 7 76 6.19
” 6 274 6.15
8 12 222 4,98
9 17 164 3.68
10 13 126 2,87
n 5 19 2,67
12 16 115 2,88
13 10 103 2.31
14 19 92 2,06
15 3 81 1.81
16 14 81 1.61
17 ) ) 1.32
18 1 45 1.01
19 15 10 22
Total 4,456
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828,56
7923
592,56
524,85
461.5
412.5
249.5
166
164.5
148,5
135.5
130.8
1
99.5

74,5
7.8
7,363.5
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17,18
15,29
11,25
10,78
8,04
7.12
6.13
5.60
3039
2.5
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2,01
1.84
1.77
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1.16
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It s tnteresting to note that while those atudents in Zone 2, the one
containing Rastern, responded with the greatest mmber of responses that this
mawmmmmrmrumuuumamm. a surprising number
arﬂtuolmm%molwsmpmmtthhnmrms fmportant
in their sheice of Eastern for ocollege.

The third mest frequently marked item, number 2, "oost of attending
Eastern and the fourth-ranked item, "A visit to Eastern's campus®, were very
olose in the mmber of students responding to them. The mext three ranked
items, soadewio reputation of Bastern, close friends sttending Eastern and

parents, eor cleu relatives :tmﬂoﬁ Eastemn were very closely grouped also.

The: r.u me Gm: of 1974 were quite unified in their reasons
for choosing Eastemn for neliege.  They were quite definite im stating that
the most important yeasom was Rastern's sise., The top renked five items in
deternining collsge choies for these students were as follows:

1. BSise of Fastemn

2. M“m‘f&l‘.ﬂ

3+ Cost of Attending Eastemn

4. A visit to Eastern's campus

8. Academic Reputation of Esstemn

Item 12, "Academic Program offered at Eastern
program), was reniked 8th in total responses and seventh in weighted responses.
This {tem also had & variety of programs written in by the students. The rank
order of programs identified ss being important in the selection of Eastern for

college i3 listed below,

(Please state

Exocran lunber af Resvonsss
Business 40
Muste ‘ i B
oy pology 12
Special &hntm 9
gm't Physical Education ;
rt
Men's Physical Education [
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Speech Patholegy
Pgyehology

Speech Commmications
Pyweliursing
;»JnanwHﬁhun
oreign Language ‘
Industrial Arte

Pra-Optometry
Ppe~Pharmacy

Physios

Industrial Technology
Mathematies

e

tany
Board of Governors Degree
Ocesnogreaphy

Itenm 19 "Other reasons (Please feel free to state them)” also drew

wnwuw#wwwu»«uaﬁhnammE

quite a mumber of couments from the students who filled out the questionnaires.
This itew was renked fourtesnth in total responses and eleventh in weighted
responses, For ease in reporting the items written in response to this question,
the writer has grouped the responses into six categoriest Teacher/counselor
advioe} Athletins} Location; Scolal Factors; Environmental Factorsi and
Miscellanecus. |
Teacher/Counselor Advice
Teacher advice

Counselor advice
(2 Bastern greduates)

b
s

Athletios
Foothsll
Basebsll
Women's Sports
Basketball
State Track Meet
Termis
Swimming

Golt
Athletic Scholarship

bt et e B0 20 G OO S



Location
Charleston is hometown
~Payent Bmployed here
Close to home
Closs to Indiana State
Civil Bervice employee
Hugband goes here

X0
4
2
1
l
1l
1
Seclal 9
To be indevendent 1
 Howe activities svailable 1
Interesting place 1l
To mest new people 1
Have friends here 1
Friend?s vevomwhdation 1
Conservative campus 1l
Secial reputation 1
fm‘t away fm hapn 1
Environnental 8
: Iu‘hspom;.m;m;' 1
Like dorm set up 1
Ppetty campus 2
Very clean campus 1l
Miscellaneocust 10
<  Pavent®s choloe - ‘ 3
Se!mhnhlp 1l
Band : 1
V.he th 1
Has lab School ‘ : 1
Music program 1
Debate team 1
1

Didn't want to wtk in a factory
the rest of wmy life

Parent Susstionnalres
The format of the parent questionnaire is very similar to that of the
student questionnaire. The parent questiomaire contaimed 16 items; omltting
thoue about friends attemding Eastern and ecsbining these items on friends,
tesohers and alwmume contacts. The parent questionnaire may be found In
the Appendix of this study, The parent questiomnaire was filled out by 436

pavents during the suxmer pre-pegistration and orientation program during the
samser of 1974, The pavents were asked to name the three wost fuportant
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ressons for choosing Zastern for their daughters and sons with a "1" representing
the most important and given a welight of 3 points; a "2” the second most import.
ant and given a weight of 2; a "3 the third most important and given & weight
of 1 additional reasens gould be checked and a oheok was given the weight
of one-half point. A few of the parents, like some of the students, did not
follow dipesticrs and f1lled out the questionnaire using all ones, all cheoks,
oete. In these &asu the writer recorded ﬁu responses as cheok marks and
gave them a weight of one-half in order to avold inflating the respomses.

Table IV 1ists the items on the questionnaire and the responses to
them in rank order form for the 486 questionnaires filled out. Tabh b4
also shows the muber of times sach item was given a weight of 1, 2, 3, ora
check mark. Table V gives the total responses to each item, the welghted
responses to each item and the percent of responses, both weighted and
umeeighted which are represented by these numbers. Table VI shows a rank
order of weighted responses for the student questlomnaire and the paremt
questionnaire for purposes of comparison. The parallel questions for the
parent and student questionnaires are listed in parenthesss for ease of
comparison in their rankings.

In analyzing the question on Loecation of Eastern, question mmber
1 on both questionmalires, the same method of zoning was used for the parent's
questiomaeires as had been utilized for the student's questionnaires. The
northemn psrt. of I1linols was designated Zone 1, the central part Zone 2,
and the southern third Zone 3. The results of this tabulation are
presentad in Table VII,

The pattern or responses to the question on location as a factor in
college choice by the parents parallelled the student responses, with a
surprising nusber of parents from the morthern third of the State feeling that



Total
384

83
69

. 68

TABLE IV
RANK ORDER RESULTS...PARENT QUESTIOMNAIRES

1

106

238
183
17

50 64

52

32 62

41

32

160 -

59

136
113

2 8

32
17

&

109

33

18

32

47
46

10

10

10

11

15

16

12

39

18

13

8 3

17

13

14
18

16

12

13
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RANK ORDER RESULTS.PARENT QUESTIONNAIRES

1 3 364 20,48 1.8 . e . 23.98
2 1 . 235 13.22 2 }1 . 35448 4 _,‘13.13
3 2 183 10,29 3 3 380 10,4
s 5 17 9.96 4 2 6.5 9,80
5 8 160 9.00 5 1 . 219 8.14
6 14 136 7.68 6 8 - 214.8 7497
7 1 113 6.35 7 . 14 177 6.58
8 7 109 8.3 8 7 .. 174.5 6.49
9 6 47 2,64 9 . 16 . 73,5 2,73
10 18 45 2.88 ., 10 . 88 218
n 1w 4 2.83 n 16 87 2,11
12 16 40 2,38 12 9 4 1.82
13 9 39 2.19 13 4 47,6 1.76
14 4 39 - 2,19 14 6 47 174
15 12 36 2,02 1 12 33 1.22
16 13 8 45 16 13 4 14

Total 1,777 2,689



TABLE VI

COMPARISON OF RANK ORDER WEIGHTED RESPONSES
ON STUDENT AND PAREWT QUESTIONNATRES

?.Am&wum
- w&ﬁa s B B
1 18 (3)* 1263 17.18 3 (18)¢ 23,98
2 1 () 1126 15.29 2 1 (1) m.s 13.18
3 2 (2) 828.56 11,28 3 5 (¢ 280 10,41
4 8 (8) 792 10,78 4 2(a) 256.5 9,80
3 4 (8) 692.5 8.04 s 1 Q2 29 8.14
6 6 (7 B24.5 7.12 6 8 (8) 04,5 7.94
7 12 Q1) 481.6 6.3 7 14 (16,170 17 © . 8488
8 ? 412,5 5.60 8 7 (8) 174.8 6,49
9 17 (14) 249.6 3.39 g 18 (18) 73.8 = 2.73
10 16 (14) 166 2,28 10 10 (14) - 88 2,15
11 19 (18) 164.8 2,23 11 156 (s,11) 57 2,11
12 10 (9) 148.5 2,01 12 ¢ (10) 49 1.82
13 5 (6) 135,56 1.84 13 4 (3) 47.5 1.76
14 13 (12) 130,85 1,77 14 6 (8) 47 174
15 3 (4) m 1.0 18 12 13 33 l.22
16 14 20) 99.5 1.35 16 13 (15) 4 14
17 11 (18) 86 1.16 '
18 9 (15) 74.5 1.01
19

15 (13) 7.6 10

*Indicates squivalent question on Parent Questiommaire
#Indicates equivalent question on Student Questionnaire



TABLE VII

LOGATTON AS A FACTOR IN COLLBGE CHOICE
BY HOMETOWN

1 13 18 28 3 92
2 28 a1 28 94
3 ; 6 18 s A 50
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Eastern's locstion was an iwportant factor in thelr son's or daughter's cholce
for colleges The five most important reasons for choosing Eastern as indicated
1+ Sise of Eastern

2. Logation of Eastern

3. Aoademie reputation of Zastern

4. Cost of attending Bastern

5. Certain scademic program offered at Eastern

The sixth reason in terms of frequency of response was 2 visit to
Rastern's cawpus. Thus the Pirst six reasons of the parents and the first six
reasons of the students coincide. The parents placed acedemic reputation third
while the studenmts renked it fifth,

It is interesting to note that the size of Esstern was by far the most
froquent factor stated in the choice of aollege. The appeal of a smaller
school, at state university costs, seems important to both the students and
thelr parents in reaching a declsion as to where to attend college.

Ttem 11 on the parent's questiomnaire paralled item 12 on the student's
questiommaire and asked if a oertain academic program was a factor in the
ocholce of Bestern for collegs. The question om academic programs was ranked
£1fth in oxder of frequanay of response by the parent group. The programs
nentioned ave listed in rank order below.

gimua 17

Home Boonowmies

Mh |

M*h Physioa) Education

Flementery Educatien

Speciel Bdusation

Ruviressentsl Blelogy

Mathemu tios

Mediosl Tnmlm

&pmh Pathelogy

P!ml«

hnuahﬁm#
Reoreation

Pre-Optometry

O T S e 4



mmcl Educattm 1l
Pre«Medion) 1 .
SwMMu 1

1
Mm“y%hmc 1l
Pro-Jureing . :
Pre-Veterinary Medicine 1
Speseh oations 1
Computer Sclence 1
Athletic Training b
Thmtir Arts 1

Question 16 "Other reasons (PLease feel free to state them)” brought
hﬂhmﬂunmﬁwofwmmuINmﬂwwmmuﬁmtﬂhdwt%nwuummuu.
mdmnuﬂduh&uﬂh&%pauﬁof%cumﬁcmmubugwu1uu
ua!ﬁhrhcﬂhpohﬂu %mﬁot&omnﬂaﬁwmﬁmtowh
munmnuudwntMuaurﬁcahpemuvmtmunhtmahmm‘
awhtmdwwomtmnsuunm!nnmmntaunl& The various other
ressons given in respanse to this item are listed belowe

w.ﬂw Mz 34 Bumm

smm cholos

Sperts »:
hmbrnwmmﬁum

Counselor recommendstion
Student has friends here

- Fully aseredited for tvansferring .-
hnanhmdmm

uuofhnuuhnmuh.
mdpwmmﬂ

oampus
&nm&dadﬂﬂuﬂu&ml&mhu
brethere
QMmevuMOhnu
» conservative
?mhuwuhummohu«,mtﬂ&
Visited severel sshools and chose Bestern
Debate tean
Father's visit to campus for workshop
Student~teacher ratio
Fot ot all twpressed with Eastem®s
representative to our hometown,
Af we bad not had 2 son here we would :
have been really tumed off. 2
(Same reoruiter mentioned)

.‘:'.
bt h et o e e e e et ngpmmqgg
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Some interesting items turned up in the comments given by the parents.
Oumthmttnmmntom&nmmm'bdemmmu.
Dr. Cothorine Smith and My, Harold Hillyer were named in commeotien with
mmmm“hm.rmrmmmmm&m.
wmmmmuMmuumam«ummwmu
cholos, none of them statad that they felt negatively sbout it in any way.

The writer condusted orientation sessicns for the parents during the
summer of 1974 as she has for several years, and bas in the courss of this
progran talked with many parents. The verbal reasons usually brought out in
conversations reinfores the questionnairve respenses in that sise, location
and cost ssem to be foremost in the parents fuelings as pesitive features of
Wummmmmm

Fallew-uo Stady of Non-Yatrisulated Stadenta

am‘;mmommum,m‘thu.wm;:nnmmm
m»«nmxmrmwmmmmummmhdnm
The heme address of esch student was on the card and the entire file was
ammum-hmmunmmmnuurmnum-m '
the tenth day of olasses. Mmmmiumtcwutho
t-n-dwlut»mmtummmhmgmwhhmMMnm
to the writer. Examples of the letter and post card msy be found in the
Appendix. 465 letters were sent out on October 15, 1974. Fine students had
stated their plans on thelr cancellation notioes to the Registretion Office
and thus were net sent letters, Mmm‘mmmrnummm
of veturn of 68.7,

In condusting the fellow.up study 1% was the writer's intantion to
ascertain as nearly as pessible what happened to the 515 students who were
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adnitted to Esstern Illimois University for the fall term of 1974 but were not
in attendance scoording to the official tenwday roster. There were four
subegroups whe were not sent follow.up letters for varicus reasons. The first
group was seven students who applied for admission for the fall tem but
actuslly cawe for the summer ters, These students had been included in the
initial study becauss of the application for fall term, but were in attendance
for the sumer as well as the fall teym. The seoond group was a group of
fifteen students who were admitted, came and then w&thﬂm duﬂng thc first
ten days. Nine students lhmmuphmnﬂwmﬁmdwum
sent to the Registration Office and thus were not sent the follow-up letter,
but thelr plans were included in the report of results. There were sighteen
foreign students who applied for sdmission and were granted pemmission to
entroll, but were not on the ten-day list. It was not thought practicsl to
send & follow.up htm to these students. )

The bulk of the returns fren the follow-up letter were reseived in
Qotober, 1974, but oddly encugh one was received ss late as !‘hroh. 1978,

It waa the writer's opinion that a retum of 285 post cards for a percentage
of 58,7 was large enough to give valld results. Six of the letters were |
returned for Wt sddresses or occoupant unimown, all of these bore
Ohtwaddmsmnﬂwmuymmmwm incormrect.

In tabulating the results of the followwup~study the writer added an
extra classification to the ten items given on the post card return. The
added olassification was for students who checked that they were attending a
Junier college and also checked aost of college or working. She felt that
in many instances these responses were lnterrelated and this clessification
was intended to show this factor. The students filling out the cards were
asked to respond to one or more reasons oni the post card and the 285 studenta
who retumed the cards marked a total of 468 responses. Many of the students



TABLE VIXI

FOLLOW.UP STUDY OF NON.MATRICULATED STUDENTS

Bannnnn.ﬂzxnn'znz:!h:;Aiﬁnnd&n:.!hnxn:n‘Illxnaxn.ﬂhxxnznxrz

Egat Caxd ltem

Applied to more than one University and
Eastern was not my first choloe

1 am sttending another four-year college

Jr. College/Cost/Working

I am attending a Junior college

Cost

Progran I wanted not offered at Bastern

Personal Reasons

Working

Decided not to attend college now, may go
later H

Poor impression of Eastern ss a result of a
visit to campus or contact with an
Eastern representative

Other

e

101
157

&89

19

17

17

Parosnt of
Studanta

36,43
86,08
12.98
19.66
16.14

6.31

6.66
10,17

B.96

2.80
5.96

Wiy~

21.858

33.54
7.90

11.96
9.83
3.84
4,06
6.19

3.83

1.70
3.63



responded to both items one and two "Applied to more than one University and
Eastern was not my first choles” and "I am attending anether four-yssr gollege.”
Although they were nat asked to do se, many students wrote in the name of

the oollege or university they were attending and these are reported below.
The results of the follow-up study are given by items on the card, mmber

of responses and pereentage of responses in Table VIII,

Ons of the mest interesting items gained from this fellow-up study
was the fact that twenty of the students who returned the cards stated that
they are plenning te sttend Eastem in the future. The entrence dates
renged from the Spring Semester, 1975, to the Fall Semester of 1976, In the
iten on "Program I wanted not offered at Esstern” the following programs were
named by the students who retumed the post card.

Prapma Busher of Resnonsea

e
8
bt e b D) 0 T bl b B R A G

The writer questions how cavefully students and prospective students
read the catalog uﬂ MuM’um‘l’ for it is interesting to note that
one studemt in answering the student questionnaire at erientation statod he csme
to Eastern for & progrem in cessnography and one student didn't come beoauss
we did not have such & program. Most of the programs mamed in the follow.up
study we actually do not u'm. Mmitﬁntm not aware that we do baye
s progrem in Reorestion.
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In response to the item on recelving a peer impression of Bsastern as
a result o<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>