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that, the participants had also retained their participation in the FWS program for a time 

of greater than one year, showing that a sense of belonging, responsibility, and academic 

success were all in some way impacted in a positive manner. From this study, a strong 

base of understanding has been built on how the FWS program can benefit students and 

through the sections above, it can be seen that the FWS program can positively benefits 

the perceived college experience and increase the retention at the university. 
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Appendix A 

Background Information 
l .  What was your family dynamic like growing up? 
2. Tell me a little bit more about your family. 

a. Do you have any siblings? 
i. Did they attend a college or university? If so, what ones? 

ii. Did they work while in college? 
b. Are you the oldest; youngest? 

3. Tell me about your parents. 
a. Did they attend a college or university? 
b. What is your mother's occupation; father's? 

i. How is your relationship with your mother; father? 
4. What responsibilities did you have growing up? 

a. Did you have any chores and tasks that you had to complete? 
b. Where did academics fall in your responsibilities at home? 
c. Tell me a little bit about your support system before college. 

5. How would you describe the friends you hung out with in high school? 
a. How did you meet your friends? 

6. Tell me about how you interacted with them. 
a. What did you do with your friends? 

7. Did you friend group change throughout high school? 
8. What was your overall high school experience like? 
9. Describe to me what a typical day was like for you in high school? 
10. Tell me about any extra-curricular activities or jobs you had in high school. 

a. What got you interested? 
b. How long did you stay involved? 

1 1 .  What made you choose to attend this institution over others like it? 
a. What attracted you this institution? 

College Experience 
l .  Describe your overall transition to this institution. 

a. What was expected of you when you came to college? 
2. When you entered into college, what did your friend group look like? 

a. Who comprised your friend group? 
i. Was the majority of your friend group friend from college? 

3. Tell me about how your group bonded and came together. 
4. Describe what your friend group looked like after your first couple weeks in 

college. 
a. How did your group come to this point? 

5. Tell me about some of the activities you and your friend group participate in. 
a. Tell me about your involvement on campus. 
b. What got you interested in those activities? 

i. Who do you participate with? 
6. How do you make decisions? 

a. Who influences those decisions? 
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7. Tell me about a difficult situation you went through in your first year of college. 
a. Who supported you? 
b. Who/what challenged you? 

i. What did you learn through this? 
8. Tell me about a time when you had to work with a group of individuals in college. 

i .  Who was involved? 
ii. What was the task? 

iii. How did you work together? 
9. Tell me about a time when you had to work harder to meet certain expectations in 

colleges. 

Academic Experience 
l 0. What kind of student were you in high school - how does that differ from how 

you are now. 
a. On a scale of 1-10, what priority do you place on your academics every 

day? l =not at all 1 O=strong; Why do you give it that number? 
1. How many hours a week do you spend reviewing material for 

classes? 
ii. How do you balance your academics with other areas of your life? 

1 1 .  Can you tell me about your academic experience thus far? 
a. What would you say has made the biggest impact on your academics up 

until this point at this institution? 
b. What kind of student would you say you were in high school? What kind 

of student are you now? 
· 

i. How did you think this change occurred? 
c. What was the biggest challenge to adapting to the academic expectations 

of college? 
l .  Do you use any resources on campus (i.e. tutors, support groups, etc)? 

a. Tell me about them. 
i .  How did you find out about them? 

ii. What do you use them for? 
2. Tell me about your interaction with the faculty on campus. 

a. Have you initiated these interactions? 
b. Do you interact outside the classroom? 

3. Tell me about a typical day for you in college from the moment you wake up to 
the moment you go to sleep. 

a. How much time do you spend studying? 
4. How would you describe academic success in high school? 

a. Describe it for me now that you are in college. 

Federal Work Study Position 

1 .  What is your federal work study position on campus? 
a. Tell me about your position and responsibilities. 

2. What drew you to participate in the Federal Work Study program? 
a. Describe the three most important things to you in your current position? 

3. How would you describe your first few weeks of working within the position? 
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4. How is your relationship with: 
a. Supervisor? 
b. Colleagues? 
c. Others in the office? 

5. What has been your biggest accomplishment? 
a. Biggest struggle? 

6. Tell me about the role of your supervisor in your FWS position. 
a. What have they provided to you in this position? 

i. Has it been positive? 
ii. Negative? 

7. Tell me about who has helped you in being acclimated to your new position? 
iii. What qualities helped you in that acclimation? 

8. What do you know about Federal Work Study? 
b. How did you get your position? 

i. Do you know about other positions available through the FWS 
program? 

c. Do you know how you received FWS? 
9. Tell me about your understanding of Financial Aid. 

d. Do you know how to fill out your F AFSA Application? 
e. Have you ever visited Financial Aid on campus? 

i. Do you know where it is located? 

Is there anything else you would like to share with me? 
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