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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CHARLESTON, IL--Mark Simpson (Schaumburg) isn't the superstitious type, but
after the Eastern Illinois University soccer team's bizarre trip through Texas
last weekend, one can understand why he might be.
Simpson, a sophomore goalie, has a

uniform that he wears on game days.
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He didn't take it along for the games against North Texas State and Southern Methodist.
Simpson has worn the same uniform since the Panthers won the Governor's Cup
Tournament in October.
"I don't feel it is so much being superstitious," Simpson observed, "but I do
have reasons for wearing the same outfit."
Whatever those reasons may be, the fact remains that Simpson left his "favorite
outfit" in Charleston last weekend when the Panther booters traveled south and lost
two games.
As a result of those two losses, Eastern saw its hopes vanish for a post-season

invitation to the NCAA soccer tournament.
But when the Panthers meet Illinois-Chicago Saturday (Nov. 9) at 2 p.m. at Lakeside Field, the EIU booters will be seeking to win the Mid-Continent title outright.
Eastern is 3-0 in the conference, 10-5-1 overall.
Last summer, Simpson spent part of the time helping coach Cizo Mosnia at his
summer soccer camp in Charleston.
"I really like working around the smaller kids," Simpson pointed out while taking
a breather from soccer practice.

"You get to know them on a personal basis, and evalu-

ate them on a day-to-d.y basis in the camps.
"When you give them their evaluations at the end of the week, you see their faces
light up when they read their accomplishments.

I really like that," he said.

After Simpson completes his education at Eastern, he hopes to enter the coaching
field.
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ADD 1
MARK SIMPSON

"I hope to be a soccer coach at the high school level, at first.

Eventually,

I would like to get more education and someday coach at a college."
During the off-season, Simpson keeps in shape playing indoor soccer.
"Besides working out on weights, this is a good way to stay in shape.

In the

winter, we will play in an indoor tournament in St. Louis."
But for the time being, you can't blame him for wondering if the outcome in
Texas had been different i f he had taken his "favorite outfit."
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