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AGE OF ENTERING HIGH SCHOOL 

Nature of the data. Each student in the two groups was 
asked the age at which he entered high school. The answers to 
this question are presented in Table XIII. The table shows that 
oi the 1925-26 group one student Ol' .2 per cent entered high school 
at the age of 11 years, that of the 1930-31 group one student or 
.1 per cent of that group entered high school at the age of 11, and 
that the difference between the percentages was a minus .1. 

Changes in age of high school entrance. The median ages of 
high school entrance for the 1925-26 and the 1930-31 students are 
given at the bottom of Table XIII. It will be seen that the 1930-
31 group was somewhat younger at that time. The details of the 
table indicate the source of this difference. A total of 9.3 per cent 
more of the 1930-31 group entered high school at the ages of 12 
and 13, and a total of 6.2 per cent fewer entered at the ages of 14, 
15, and 16. The earlie1· completion of the elementary school by 
the 1930-31 group as compared with the 1925-26 group is reflected 
in their earlier high school entrance. 

YEAI!S SPENT IN HIGH SCHOOL 

Nature of the data. Each student was asked to state the num
ber of years which he spent in completing the high school course. 
The data on this point are presented in Table XIV. The table 
shows that of the 1925-26 group .2 per cent spent only one year 
in high school, that of the 1930-31 group none spent only one year 
in high school. It will be noted that students who spent an un
usually short period in high school were mature students who were 
able to complete their work in less than the normal time. 

TABLE XlV. 

PERCENTAGE OF 1925-26 AND 1930-31 GROUPS WHO SPENT VARIOUS NUMBER 
OF YEARS IN HIGH SCHOOL. 

Number of years. 

L ........ ----.... ---.-.. ·-· ...•....... -----.. ------
1 i ------------------.. --.. ------...... -.--.. .... ----
2 •.... ------.. -.-.. - --.................. --.. ----.---
3 .................................................. . 
3! .... ----.-.. ---------.----.-.-.. --.. --------.. ----
4 ____ ---.. -- •• ---------.----.-.... - .... ---.. --.. --.-
q ____ . -----.... -- ----.-........................... . 
5 .......................... -----··· ... ------ ....... . 
6 ........ ---.-...... ---............................ -
? .................................................. . 
Not given ......................................... . 

19Z5-26. 

.2a 

.o 

.6a 
2.9 
3.5 

86.8 
2.1 
2.7 

.0 

.z 
J.Ob 

Percen t.age. 

1930-31. 

.0 

.1 

.3 
2.3 
3.4 

90.3 
1.9 
1.7 
.0 
.o 
.0 

a. Matllrestudente who entered high school late. 
b. Matllfe students who took high school and college course together. 

Difference. 

-.2 
+. I 
-.3 
-.6 
-.I 
+3.5 - .z 
-1.0 

------------·· -.2 
-1.0 

Changes in yea1·s spent in high school. In general there were 
small declines in the percentages of students of the 1930-31 group 
who completed the high school in fewer than four years as com-
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pared with the corresponding percentages for the 1925-26 group. 
At the same time the percentage of students who consumed more 
than the four years in finit;hing the high school course declined 
during the five-year intcn·ol. The net result was an increase of 
3.5 in the percentage of the 1930-31 group which completed the 
high school in four year:> as compared with the 1925-26 group. 
Apparently the tendency for the 1930-31 group to progress more 
rapidly in the elementary school was not reflected completely in the 
high school. 'l'he two groups seem to have moved through the 
secondary school at a more equal rate than they did through the 
elementary school. 

RU.lUtARY OF THE CHAPTER 

1. During the five-year int~rval there was a tendency for stu
dents to enter the elementary school at a somewhat earlier age. 

2. Earlier entrance was followed by earlier completion of the 
elementary school grades. 

3. In terms of the number of elementary l:iChools attended 
there was a tendency toward a more stable, continuous, type of 
training during the five-year period. 

4. During the five-year period there was a tendency for stu
dents to enter high school somewhat earlier, but to make no more 
than normal progress. 
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CHAPTER VI 

TRANSITION :FROli HIGH SCHOOL TO COLLEGE OF 1925-26 
AND 1930-31 STUDENTS 

The preceding chapter indicated some of the main character
istics of tbe progress of the two groups of students through the 
elementary and the high school. In the case of many students, 
however, the1·e is often a period o£ delay pTeceding actual college 
entl'ance. It is the purpose of the present chapter to present data 
relative to this period for the 1925-26 and the 1930-31 gro·ups of 
students. 

nn.IEniACY OF COLLEGE ENTRANCE 

Nature of the evidence. Each student was asked to state 
whether he came to college directly on completion of his high 
school course. By "directly" was meant that he entered college 
at the regular fall term following his graduation from high school. 
Summer school attendance alone wa~ not interpreted as direct en
trance. The data on the number of students who entered directly 
are presented in Table XV. The table shows that of the 1925-26 
group of students 67.7 per cent of the first year class entered col
lege directly, that of the 1930-31 group 80.8 per cent of the first 
year class entered directly, and that the difference between the per
centages was plus 13.1. 

TABLE :X:V. 

PERCENTAGES OF STUDENTS WHO CAME TO COLLEGE DIRECTLY IN 1925-26 
AND 1930-31 GROUPS. 

Percentage. 
Class. 

1926-26. 1930-31. Di.ll'erence. 

Firatyear.......................................... 67.7 80.8 +13.1 
Seecnd year........................................ 60.4 67.4 + 7.0 

j~~?;a~;~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::l---~-~-:~-1---~-~:-~_l ___ +.:.._t_~ 
Total student body............................ 64.2 74.3 +10.1 

Changes in immediacy of college entrance. The total percent
ages for the two groups of students who came to college directly 
are given at the bottom of Table XV. It will be seen that 10.1 
per cent more of the 1930-31 students than of the 1925-26 group 
carne to college at once. Of the four classes, the first year class 
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showed the greatest gain in immediacy of college entrance, the in
crease being 13.1 per cent. 'l'he smallest gain was in the third 
year class which increased 5.4 -per cent. It will be noticed that 
none of the classes of the 1930-31 students showed as low a per
centage of direct entrance as did the corresponding classes of the 
1925-26 group. 

LENOTll OF PERIOD OF DELAY 

Nature of the dat~.~.. Each student who did not enter college 
directly was asked the further question as to the number of years 
which intervened between high school graduation and college en
trance. 'l'he answers to this question are summariz~d in Table 
XVI. The table indicates that of the 1925-26 group 41.9 per cent 
of the students who did not enter college directly were delayed one 
year, that of the 1930-31 group 50.6 per cent were delayed one year, 
and that the difference between the percentages was plus 8.7. 

TADLE XVI. 

PERCENTAGE OF 1926-26 AND 1030-31 GROUPS WHO WERE DELAYED IN 
ENTERING COLLEGE. 

Yean or delay. 
1~1. Dilfereoee. 

!.................................................. 41.9 80.6 + 8.7 
2------------------------------------------------- 16.7 30.2 +13.$ 3............................ ............. ......... 13.8 7.2 - 6.6 
. ........................ .......................... 8.4 3.6 - 4.8 
6................ .............. .................... 4.2 2.4 - 1.8 &.................................................. 4.2 1,8 - 2.4 
7.................................................. 1.8 .8 - 1.2 
8 ..... ~............................... ............. 1.8 .0 - 1.8 
0........................ .......................... 1.2 .6 - .6 

10 . ......... . . ..... ....................... :..... .... .6 .0 - .6 
11.................................................. .e ·.oo --------::.:--1-.2-12............... ................................... 1.2 
13...... ........... . . . ............................. . 2.4 .0 - 2.4 
14...................... ............................ .o .o --------------16.................................................. .0 .0 ............ .. JCI.................................................. .0 .G + .6 
17............ ...................................... .6 .0 - .6 
18.................... .......... .................... .6 .o ............ .. 
19 ................. -.............................. .o .o + .e 
20.. ............................................... .0 .o ............. . 
21 ..................................... . . .. . .. . . .... 

1 
____ .o_

1 
____ ._6

1 
+ .6 

TotaL.-....................................... 100.0 100.0 

Changes in period of delay. Table XVI shows that of the 
various numbers of years of delay only the first two-<>ne and two 
years-increased appreciably in percentage of students during the 
five-year interval. For three other years of delay-sixteen. nine
teen, and twenty-one-there were very small increases. For all 
of the other years of delay the percentages for the 1930-31 group 
either equaled or were less than those for the 1925-26 group. There 
is a shong tendency for students to come to college after a shorter 
period of delay than was the case at the beginning of the five-year 
period under consideration. 



30 

SUlDLUlY OF THE CHAPTER 

1. Of the ~:~tudcnts in college in 1930-31. 10 JX'I" ct>nt !ewer 
P.ntcred late than wM the cal'e in 1925-26. 

2. During the five-year period the percentage of students who 
entt>red college directly increased for each of the four claRSC::!. 

3. During the five-year period the length o{ the period of 
dt>lny in entering college declined considerably. 
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CHAPTER VII 

CROWE OF A COLLEGE BY 1925-26 AND 1930-31 STUDENTS 

The preceding chapter was concerned with the group of stu
dents who for various reasons were forced to delay college entrance 
for some period of time following high t~chool graduation. A 
closely related problem concerns the reasons why students finally 
elected to attend a particular college. The present chapter will 
analyze the influences which brought the students to the college 
under discussion, their attitude toward the course which they are 
pursuing, and the use which they later expect to make of the train
ing which they are receiving. 

INFLUENCES WHICH BROUGHT STUDENTS TO COLLEGE 

Nature of the data. Each student was supplied with a long 
check list of possible influences which might have tended to bring 
him to this college. He was to indicate those which had played a 
part in his choice and to add any others not given on the list. 'l'nble 
xvn summarizes the information on this point. The table shows 
that of the 1925-26 students 62 or 5.1 per cent of the group thought 

TABLE XVII. 

INFLUENCES WHICH BROUGHT 11m-26 AND 1930-31 GROUPS TO COLLEGE. 

Number. Percentage. 

Inftuenee. 
1026-26. 103()..31. 1026-26. 1930-31. DiJforonee. 

High aohool principal •••.. 62 130 5.1 3.7 - 1.4 
Hi11h echool tee.eber ••••••• 52 161 4.3 4.6 + .3 
Elemantary teacher ....... 39 148 3.2 4.3 +1.1 
County euperintm.dent. .. II 74 .7 2.1 + 1.4 
&boo! boar-d member----- 8 26 .7 .8 + .I 
Mother ................... 281 328 23.1 9.4 -13.7 
Father .................... 235 299 10.3 8.6 - 10.7 
Friend .................... 148 471 12.2 13.5 + 1.3 
Sister ..................... 86 167 7.1 4.5 -2.6 
Brother ................... 47 105 3.9 3.0 - .9 
Otbor relative&. ........... 41 JOQ 3.4 3.1 - .3 
Coll~o catlllogue ......... 85 118 7.0 3.4 -3.6 
Own a.ire .. - ............ 61 0 5.0 .0 -5.0 
Sehool'a oame ............ 15 242 1.2 7.0 + 5.8 
Convenience .............. 26 40S 2.1 11.7 + O.G 
Fin.aneee ...... - ........... IS 388 1.2 11.2 +10.0 
Teachers here ............. 2 29 .2 .8 + .6 
Rooognltioo ............... I 0 .I .0 - , I 
Advancement ............. 1 0 .I .0 - .l 
Few oe!ll'OC8 here. ......... I 0 .I .o - .I 
Mi&ceUaneoua ............. 0 290 .0 8.3 + 8.3 

Total .......... _ ...... 1,215 3,483 100.0 100.0 
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they were influenced by a high school principal, that 130 of the 
1930-31 group or 3. 7 per cent thought they were influenced by a 
high school principal, and that the difference between the two per
centages was minus 1.4. 

Changes in influences. Two groups of chan~es stand out con
spicuously in the difference column of Table XVII. The first was 
the large decline in mother and iather as influences in determining 
the choice of a college. Mothers declined 13.7 per cent and fathers 
10.7 per cent in their effect on choice of a college. The next 
change was the large increase in the influence of the t:chool's name, 
convenience. and finances. The second two of these three influ
ences are closely related to each other and probably to the general 
economic status of the student and his iamily. ~fany of these 
students chose this college because it was close to home and because 
they could attend at relatively less e.xpense than at a large1· or more 
distant institution. The increase or decrease in importance of the 
other influences has been small during the five-year period. 

BASIC REASONS FOR COLLEGE .ATTENDANCE 

Nature of the data. In order to determine the primary motive 
for a student's entering this particular college, a short check-list 
of general reasons for coming was given, and the student was asked 
to indicate the ones which applied in his case and to add others if 
necessary. The data obtained in this way are presented in Table 
XVIII. The table shows that of the 1925-26 group of students 
80.3 per cent came to this college to prepare to teach, that of the 
1930-31 group 72.2 per cent came to prepare to teach, and that the 
difference between these two percentages was minus 8.1. 

TABLE XVIII. 

PERCENTAGE OF I~ AND 1930-31 GROUPS WHO HAD VARIOUS REASONS FOR 
COMING TO COLLEGE. 

Percentace. 

Roaeon. 
192.;-26. 1930-31. DiJferenee. 

PrepaTe to teach·------------------·--····---------- 80.3 72.2 
Oetaeneral education.............................. 6.0 23.4 
Prepare to enter other eohool..... . . . . . ............. 7.3 3.8 
Otherreaeons.................. . ..... .............. 6.4 .6 

1----1-----1 
TotaL.............................. ........... 100.0 100.0 

-8.1 
+1U 
-3.6 
-5.8 

Changes in reasons for coming to college. The striking fact 
in Table XVIII is the large increase in percentage of students who 
were enrolled in this college in 1930-31 for the purpose of getting 
a general education as compared with the percentage of the 1925-
26 group. During the five-year period 17.4 per cent more of stu
dents entered this institution for the same reason that they would 
enter any liberal arts college. The second significant fact in 
the table was the decline of 8.1 per cent in students who enter the 
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college for the purpose of preparing to teach. This trend in the 
student body toward the teachers college for a general education is 
doubtless one of very great significance, both for the teacher train
ing institutions and for the smaller liberal arts college. 

ATTITUDE OF STUDENTS TOWARD THIS COLLEGE 

Nature of the data. In order to determine from another stand
point the student's attitude toward this college, he was asked to 
indicate whether, if he had his own entire choice, he would attend 
this college or go elsewhere. The information gained on this point 
is summarized in Table XIX. The table shows that of the 1925-
26 students 52.6 per cent would attend this college, that of the 
1930-31 group 52.2 would attend this college. and that the differ
ence between these two percentages was minus .4. 

TABLE XIX. 

PERCENTAGE OF 1925-26 AND 193()..31 GROUPS WITH VARIOUS ATTITUDES 
TOWARD ENTERING THIS COLLEGE. 

Percentage. 
Attitude. 

1925-26. 193().31. Difference. 
Would come here·-·-----·-----------·····--- -----·- 52.6 62.2 

~~~~tfrn~~~~~~-e:~-:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: •u 47 :~ 
Noanawer---------------------------·---·----·---- .0 .4 

1----1·----1 
TotaL·---------------------------------------- 100.0 100.0 

- .. 
+2.7 
-2.7 
+ .4 

Ohanges in attitude. The percentage of students in the 1925-
26 and the 1930-31 groups who would attend this college, even if 
they had their entire choice, was the same. In other words more 
than half of the students of both groups attended this college be
cause in their judgment it met their needs as well as any other 
they might select. A somewhat larger percentage of the 1930-31 
group than of the 1925-26 group would go elsewhere, and a some
what smaller percentage of the 1930-31 group than of the 1925-26 
group was uncertain as to attitude. 

REASONS FOR DESIRING TO ATTEND OTHER COLLEGES 

Nature of the Data. We have seen in Table XIX that a con
siderable number of students in both the 1925-26 and the 1930-31 
groups would prefer to go elsewhere. These students were asked 
to state their reasons for desiring to attend another institution. 
These reasons were grouped under five headings and are given in 
Table XX. The table shows that of the 1925-26 group 55.6 per 
cent wottld go elsewhere in order to get courses desired, that of the 
1930-31 group 21.7 would go elsewhere for this reason, and that 
the mfierence between these two percentages was a minus 33.9. 
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TABLE XX. 

PERCENTAGE OF 1925-26 AND 1930-31 GROUPS WHO GAVE REASONS FOR DESIR
ING TO ATTEND OTHER SCHOOLS. 

Peroon tag e. 
Reaaon. 

192.5-26. 1930-31. 

Get courses wanted---------------------------- -- -- - 55.6 21.7 
Characteristics of other schools •.... -- ---- -- ------ -- 23.0 56.7 
Wider experience.......... . . ..... ........ ......... . 3. 7 15.3 
Miscellaneous •••. _______ ... ---------- _______ . ..• . .• 8.2 6.3 
No reason.·---·-···----------·--------------------- 9.5 .0 

TotaL .••••••••••••••••••• --------------------- I---1-00-.0-I---1-00-.0-I 

Dille renee. 

-33.9 
+33.7 
+11.6 
-1.9 
-9.5 

Ohatnges itn reasons for wishing to go elsewhere. Table XX 
shows that 33.9 per cent fewer of the 1930-31 group than of the 
1925-26 group would go elsewhere mainly because of the courses 
offered. .At the same time 33.7 per cent more of the 1930-31 group 
than of the 1925-26 group wished to attend some other college 
because of special characteristics of the institution such as its social 
activities, or its athletics. During the five-year period there was 
an increase of 11.6 per cent in the number of students who desired 
to attend a different institution because they wished 'vider experi
ences. This probably meant that they had grown up in close prox
imity to this college, may have attended its elementary and high 
school, and now preferred to attend college at a new institution . 

.ATTITUDE TOWARD TEACHING 

Nature of the data. In order to obtain evidence as to the use 
the college students expected to make of the training being re
ceived, they were asked to indicate whether they intended to teach 
following graduation. Table XXI summarizes their responses to 
tliis question. The table shows that of the 1925-26 group 91.3 
per cent expected to teach, that of the 1930-31 group 75.4 per 
cent had that intention, and that the difference between these two 
percentages was a minus 15.9. 

TABLE XXI. 

PERCENTAGE OF 1925-26 AND 1930-31 GROUPS BOLDING VARIOUS ATTITUDES 
TOWARD TEACHING. 

Percentage. 
Attitude. 

1925-26. 1930-31. 

Expect to teach •••• -- ---------------------- -------- 91.3 75.4 
Do not expect to teach . --·-····--------·----------- 8.5 23.1 
Uncertain ••••.. -- ----.. ----.. --.. -- -.---.--.--.---- .2 1. 5 

- - --1-- - --1 
TotaL ____ _______ ---- -----------------------·-- 100.0 100.0 

Difference. 

-15.9 
+14.6 + 1.3 
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Changes in attitude. The striking fact shown by Table XXI 
is that during the five-year period a decline of 15.9 per cent took 
place in the number of students who expected to teach. According 
to their own statements only 75.4. per cent of the 1930-31 students 
expected to engage in teaching after receiving a two or four-year 
period of ttaining for that vocation. This tendency is consistent 
with the increase in number of students who are coming to this 
institution for a general training. We have already called atten
tion to this trend earlier in the chapter. 

SU?.IMARY OF THE CHAPTER 

1. Dm·ing the fh·e-year period convenience and financial con
siderations gained in importance as influences toward attendance 
at this particular college. 

2. During the five-yE-ar period there was a Rharp increase in 
the number of students coming to this college to obtain a general 
edttcation. 

3. During the five-year period there was little change in de
sire of students to attend other co11eges than this one if they had 
unlimited choice. 

4. The percentage of students who did not l"xpcct to teach 
after graduation from this institution increased significantly dur
ing the five-year period. 
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CHAPTER VIII 

THE MENTAL ABILITY AND THE COLLEGE AOHIEVEMENT OF 
1925-26 AND 1930-31 STUDENTS 

The preceding chapters have dealt with two main types of 
characteristics of the two groups of college students. In the first 
place, there have been presented a number of facts concerning the 
home background and the school history of the students. In the 
second place, the influences and attitudes which have determined 
the student's choice of a college and which will determine his use 
of college training have been discussed. It remains for us to de
scribe the intellectual traits of the two groups of students and the 
level of scholarship which they have achieved in this college. The 
present chapter will perform this task. 

MENTAL ABILITY OF 1925-26 AND 1930-31 GROUPS 
OF STUDENTS 

Nature of the data. Each student in the two groups was given 
the Otis Self-Administering Tests of Mental Ability. The scores 
were tabulated in two ways. In the first place, medians and ranges 
for each class of the two college bodies and for each college body 
as a whole were computed. These are presented in Table XXII. 
In the second place, percentile scores based on the test data were 
computed for each of the two college bodies. These are presented 
in Table XXIIT. 

TABLE XXII. 

MEDIAN AND RANGES ON INTELLIGENCE TEST OF 1925-26 AND 1~1 GROUPS. 

Median. Net range. 
C!ua. 

1925-26. 1930-31. Difference. 1925-26. 193().31. Difference. 

First year ...... 51 50 -1 48 58 +tO 
Second year .... 55 50 -5 53 48 -5 
Third year ..... 61 55 -6 23 46 +23 
Fourth year .... 59 51 -8 81 47 +t6 

Median for &JL 58 50 -3 

Changes in median scores. The first main column in Table 
XXII presents the median scores for each class of the two student 
bodies. The median for all classes of each group is presented at 
the bottom of the table. It will be seen that the 1930-31 group 
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as a whole scored 3 points lower on the Otis test than did the 1925-
26 group as a whole. It will also be noticed that each of the four 
classes of the 1930-31 group scored lower than the corresponding 
class of the 1925-26 group. The differences range in size from 
one in the first year to eight in the fourth year. Remembering 
the rather rough nature of a score on a single general intelligence, 
one can only say that while the differences between the scores for 
the two groups all tend in the same direction, they are not large 
enough to indicate any very significant variation between the two 
student bodies. 

Changes in range of scores. The second main column of Table 
XXII shows the range in the intelligence test scores for the two 
groups of students. Except for the second year class, the 1930-31 
group showed wider ranges than did the 1925-26 classes. This is 
doubtless mainly accounted for by the fact that the classes of the 
1930-31 student body were all larger than those of the 1925-26 
group and. would normally contain a wider variety of abilities. 

Changes in percentile scores. The purpose of a table of per
centile scores is to indicate the size of the score at certain cross
section points. Ii the scores are arranged in order of magnitude 
beginning with the smallest, the 3-percentile score would be the 
score found at the point in the distribution 3 per cent above the 
bottom. The percentile scores for the intelligence test a-re shown 
in Table XXID. These scores reflect, of course, the differences 

TABLE XXW. 

PERCENTILE SCORES ON MENTAL TEST OF 1925-2G AND 1~1 GROUPS. 

Sooree. 
Percentile pointa. 

t92S-26. 1930-31. Di:frerence. 

0. ................... . . . ...... .............. 20 17 -3 
3 •• ----·······················-············ 36 81 -6 tO.--·-····--····-·········-············· u 38 __. 

ts. ------·············- ··· ········ ·········· 47 43 ....... 
60 ... ...... ·-.. - ·. .• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 53 60 -3 
75 •••.• -.... ....... .... ... ... ............... 60 67 -3 
90 ••• ·-··· · - ···-············· ··· ·········· 66 64 -2 
07 ......... ... ·-·--· - · - ··················· 68 71 +3 

100 •• •• ••••.•...•••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
1 
____ 73_

1 
____ 7_6-1----+.:.._2 

Median-........................... .......... 53 60 -3 

in the medians which we saw in Table XXII. For example, at 
the zero percentile, or at the lowest score, the 1925-26 group has a 
record of 20 while the 1930-31 group has a record of 17. All the 
percentile scores of the 1930-31 group were lower than those of the 
1925-26 group from zero to 90. The differences ranged from two 
to five. Both the 97 and the 100 percentile score points were 
higher for the 1930-31 group than for the 1925-26 group. Appar
ently there were a few especially able students at the top of the 
1930-31 group since a score of 75, that of the 100 percentile, is 
the highest score possible on the Otis test. The percentile scores 
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of the 1930-31 group indicate also the reason for the wider range 
of that group than of the 1925-26 group. This difference in range 
was shown in Table XXII. 

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP 

Nature of the data. Fo1· each student in the two groups an 
average scholarship score covering all of his coutses in the college 
was computed. From these individual records medians and net 
ranges were found for the two student groups and for the four· • 
classes in each of the two groups. The data on scholarship are 
presented in Table XXIV. 

TABLEX."UV. 

AfEDIAN AND RANGE IN TOTAL SCHOLAltSHIP OF IOU-28 AND 1830-31 GROuPS. 

Median. No~rantto. 
Cl438. 

1925-26. 1030.31. Difference. 1925-26. 1930-31. Difference. 

Firet year. _ .... 2.8 2.2 -.1 3.9 4.4 +.6 
Second year- .. 2.6 2.3 +.3 3.1 2.8 -.3 
Third year ..... 2.8 2.6 -.3 1.8 2.4 +.6 
Fourth year . ... 3.0 2.6 -.4 1.6 2.3 +.7 
Mediu !or aiL. 2.4 2.4 ··-··--------

C1ULnges in median scholarship. The median!! for each of the 
entire student bodies a1·e shown at the bottom of the table. It will 
be seen that for both the 1925-26 and 1930-31 student bodies the 
median scholarship score was exactly the same, 2.4. In the case 
of the individual classes there were slight variations between the 
groups but none of significant size. So far as these data were an 
indication of scholarship Levels, there was no difference behveen 
the two student bodies. 

Changes in scltolar.<Jltip 1·anges. The second main column in 
Table L'{fV presents the net ranges in scholarship for the two 
student bodies. Three of the classes showed wider ranges for the 
1930-31 group than for the 1925-26 group, although all o£ the 
differences are small. 

SUMMARY OF THE CtrAPTER 

1. Although the difterences were small, the 1930-31 student 
body scored consistently lower on an intelligence test than did the 
1925-26 student body. 

2. The 1930-31 student body showed a somewhat wider range 
in scores on the intelligence te!!t than did the 1925-26 group. 

3. At all percentile points below 90 the 1930-31 student body 
scored lower on the intelligence test than did the 1925-26 group. 

4. The two student bodies showed no difference in their 
scholarship levels. 

5. The 1930-31 student body showed somewhat wider range 
in scholarship averages than did the 1925-26 group. 
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CIIAPTER I X 

Smo.tA.RY 

The data which have been analyzed in the preceding chapters 
with reference to the student bodies which attended the Eastern 
illinois State Teachers College in 1925-26 and 1930-31 may now 
be summed up in a series of short paragraphs. 

1. Increase in total attendance. During the five-year period 
from 1925 to 1930 the total attendance at this teacher training in
stitution increased more than one-third. Colleges for the prepar
ation of teachers, like those for the training of physicians, dentists, 
or lawyers, should probably control their enrollments with two basic 
factors in view: namely, the number of practitioners needed to 
meet the needs of society, and the progressive improvement in the 
quality of students selected and the training provided for them. 
A rising enrollment in a teachers college should be closely scrutin
ized and explained in terms of one or both of these important 
factors. 

2. Increase in senior college attendance. During the five-year 
period from 1925 to 1930 the percentage of increase in enrollment 
in the two upper years of the college was very much greater than 
that in the two first years. The ((college'' character of the institu
tion with its courses for high school specialists, and school ad
ministrators, together with its degree-granting power, has tended to 
appeal to a greatly increased number of students. 

3. Increase in enrollment of men. During the five-year period 
from 1925 to 1930 the number of men entering this college in
creased more than 60 per cent. This very great acceleration in 
the process of increasing the proportion of men to women in the 
college can probably be explained on the basis of two causes. The 
first of these is the large increase which bas been made in recent 
years in the facilities for the training of industrial arts teachers. 
The second cause is doubtless the increased attractiveness of the 
senior college, with its courses and extra-activities more or less 
equivalent to those of a liberal arts institution. 

4. Wider geographical distribution of students. Most col
leges are, to a greater or less extent, local institutions, in that a 
considerable percentage of their students come from the immedi
ately surrounding territory. During the five-year interval from 
1925 to 1930 the Eastern Illinois State Teachers College widened 
its contributing area somewhat and to that extent has become less 
local in character. 

5. lnc·reased 11rban character of students. During the five
year period there was a moderate increase in the percentage of stu-
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dents from urban as opposed to country homes. The increased 
emphasis which the institution bas given in recent years to the 
courses in the senior college bas probably tended to attract city 
students who wished to obtain a bachelor's degree. 

6. Increase in educati01Ull achievements of students' families. 
The 1930-31 student body had some advantage in educational tra
ditions which the 1925-26 group did not enjoy to the same degree. 
A considerably larger percentage of the brothers and sisters of the 
1930-31 college students had completed at least the elementary 
school and high school than was the case in 1925-26. In addition, 
at least as large a number of the brothers and sisters of the 1930-31 
group of students were attending higher institutions of learning 
as was the case of the 1925-26 group. 

'1. Stability of students' occupational background. During 
the five-year interval no marked change occurred in the occupa
tional background of the students. The living of about half the 
families from which students came in 1930-31 was earned through 
some type of agricultural service. The occupations of the other 
half of the families were distributed over a wide variety of services, 
mainly those needed in cities. 

8. Change in progress through the public schools. In com
parison with the school progress of the 1925-26 shtdents, those of 
1930-31 attended to be somewhat accelerated in that they entered 
the elementary school younger, completed the elementary school 
younger, and entered high school younger. Furthermore, the 1930-
31 students had attended fewer elementary schools. 

9. Decrease in late college entrance. During the five~year 
period there was a noticeable tendency for students to enter college 
directly rather than to engage in some occupation for a period of 
years. In addition, if a student could not go to college immedi
ately following high school graduation, he delayed fewer years in 
1930-31 than was the case in 1925-26. 

10. ln()rea.Sed interest in gene-ra,l education. During the iive
year interval the Eastern Illinois State Teachers College tended to 
be considered a liberal arts institution by a larger number of stu
dents. An increasing number of students entered the college to 
obtain a general education rather than the specialized vocational 
training which is the institution's primary offering. 

11. Stability in mental capacity of students. The evidence 
which is available indicates that the 1930-31 students were of about 
as high native ability as the student body of 1925-26. The range 
of ability of the 1930-31 group was apparently slightly \vider than 
that of the 1925-26 group. 

12. Level of college scholarship. So far as scholarship is 
measured by grades assigned to students by teachers. the 1930-31 
group of students equaled the achievement of the 1925-26 group. 
As was the case in respect to native ability, the 1930-31 students 
exhibited a somewhat wider range in scholarship than did the 
1925-26 group. 
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CHAPTER I 

PuRPosE AND PLAN OF THE STUDY 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this study was to analyze the changes which 
have taken place in the character of the student body of a state 
teachers college during a five-year interval. More specifically, com
parisons have been drawn between the student groups attending 
the Eastern Illinois State Teachers College during the year 1925-
26 and during the year 1930-31. These two student bodies have 
been contrasted in three major respects : ( 1) their size and social 
background, (2) their intellectual ability, (3) their college scholar-
ship. · 

COLLECTION OF THE DATA 

In an earlier report1 one of the writers presented an analysis 
of the 1925-26 student body of the Eastern Dlinois State Teachers 
College. The methods used in that study were applied to the 1930-
31 student body. In this way comparable data were obtained rela
tive to the characteristics of the two student groups. The method& 
used for collecting the data will next be briefly described. 

P1'e-wllege histQNj. Each student in the 1925-26 and 1930-31 
groups 1illed out a comprehensive blank calling for facts concern
ing his career prior to entering college. The information obtained 
in this way :Cell under five main classes : 

1. Routine pet:sonal data, such as name, sex, marital status, 
age, place of birth. 

2. Public school history, such as age on entering the elemen
tary school, age on graduating from high school, number of 
years spent in high school. 

3. Home background, such as residence in town or country, 
size of :family, occupation of father. 

4. E>..'Perience between high school graduation and college en
trance, such as length of time which elapsed, occupation 
during that period. 

5. Attitude toward college attendance, such as influences which 
determined college entrance, use to be made of college 
training. 

The blank provided for these data was filled out under the 
direct supervision of the writers. Interpretations for the questions 
were given when needed, and an effort was made to keep them uni
form. The students cooperated in the work of filling the blank 

1 Haefner, Ralph .ll.n .Anal118i.! o/ the Student Body of the Ea.stll?"'t rm .. 
nois State Teac/1.6'1'8 Oollege /0!' the Year 1951!-1!6, Bulletin ~a. Eastern nllnols 
State Teaahers College, 1926. 
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in a businesslike way, and, apparently, made an effort to answer 
the questions a{! accurately as possible. 

Intelligtmce test record. Each student was given the Otis 
Self-Administering Tests of Mental Ability. This examination 
was taken by the students in groups under the supervision of the 
writers. 

College scholarship record. The final main type of informa
tion obtained for each student was his complete college scholarship 
record. For this purpose all courses which he had completed up to 
date at this institution or at one of corresponding rank were in
cluded. The grades for each student as recorded in the files of 
the registrar of the college were combined into a total scholarship 
average. For the 1930-31 group of students part of the grades 
were recorded in letters, which were given a numerical value for 
purposes of simplifying computations. 

ORGANIZATION OF THE DATA 

Emphasis em oompariscms. In the following chapters of the 
study we shall be concerned mainly with comparisons between the 
characteristics of the 1925-26 and 1930-31 groups of students. 
Tables have accordingly been arranged with the aim of facilitating 
contrasts. In most of the tables emphasis has been placed on 
differences between corresponding data for the two groups of stu
dents. Large use of percentage comparisons has been made because 
of considerable difference in the total size of the two groups. 

Grm,eral organizaticm of the data. The results of the study 
have been organized into nine chapters. Chapters II and III 
deal with a number of general characteristics of the two student 
groups: size, age of members, and geographical distribution. 

Chapters IV and V present data relative to the family and 
community background of the student's early life: town or country 
residence, size of family, economic status of the family, elementary 
and high school career of the student. 

Chapters VI and VII span the gap between the student's com
pletion of his high school coUTse and his college entrance : lapse 
of time between high school and college, and reasons for attending 
college. 

Chapter VIII discusses the intellectual ability and the college 
scholarship record of the two groups of students. 

Chapter IX presents a summary and general interpretation of 
the findings of the study. 
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CHAPTER II 

Nm.rnER AND AGE OF 1925-26 AND 1930-31 STUDENTS 

NUMBER 

Determination of number. It was indicated in the preceding 
chapter that each student in the two groups had been asked to fill 
out a question blank. The dates on which this was done for the 
two groups were used as points of reference in determining total 
enrollment. Each student who completed the blank on or near the 
date set for the group was included in the study, even though he 
subsequently withdrew from the college. On the other hand, stu
dents who entered the college after these dates were excluded from 
consideration. 

Change in total number of students during the five-year itnter
val. Table I presents data concerning the classification, sex, and 
number of students in the two groups. 'rhe table shows, for ex
ample, that the first year men totaled 77 students in 1925-26, 120 
in 1930-31, that the difference was an increase of 43, and the per
centage of change was an increase of 55.8. 

TABLE I. 

CLASSIFICATION. SEX. AND NUMBER OF COLLEGE STUDENTS FILLING OUT 
INFORMATION BLANK IN 1926-26 AND IN 100().31. 

Number. 

Classification and sex. 
1925-26. 1931}-31. Difference. Per cent of 

change.• 

120 + 43 + 55.8 
239 +59 + 32.8 
359 +102 + 39.6 

Firat year men.--------------------- 77 
Firat year women__________ ____ ____ __ 180 
Firat year total..------------------ -- 257 

60 + I + J.6 
112 -11 - 8.9 
172 -10 - 6.4 

Second year men--------------- ---- - 59 
Second year women.-- -- ---- - ------- 123 
Second year totaL.------- ----------- 182 

33 + 24 +266.7 
28 + 10 + 56.5 
61 + 84 +125.9 

Third year men .. --- ------- --------- 9 
Third year women_____ _____ _________ 18 
Third year totaL--------------- -- -- 27 

32 +24 +300.0 
26 + 17 +188.9 
58 + 41 +241.2 

245 + 92 + 60.1 
405 + 75 + 22.7 

Fourth year mtm---------- --- --- ---- 8 
Fourth year women. _- -------- -- --- - 9 
Fourth year totaL---------- ------- · 17 

1--------1!-------1·-------1--------
Total men_____________ ____ ______ 153 
Total women-------- - --------- -- 330 
Total atudents.------------------ 483 650 +167 + 34.9 

• Increase deaignatad as+. decrease as - . 
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The figures in the three last rows at the bottom of the table 
show the change in total numbers during the five-'year interval. 
It will be seen that during that period the enrollment increased 
34.9 per cent. The enrollment of men increased 60.1 per cent 
and the enrollment of women 22.7 per cent. In other words the 
total enrollment had increased a third and the men had made a 
considerably larger percentage of gain than had the women. 

Change in first year class. In order to study the contribution 
of each class to the total change in numbers, we must return to 
Table I. It will be noted that the total increase in the first year 
class, 39.6 per cent, exceeds somewhat the total increase for the 
four classes. It will also be seen that the absolute increase of the 
first year class, 102 students, accounts for more than half of the 
total increase foT the four classes, 167 students. In other woTds, 
more students are entering the institution, in addition to, as we 
shall see later, more students remaining for the four years. As 
was the case in the total for the four classes, the first year men 
showed a larger increase than the first year women. 

Change in the second year class. Passing to the second year 
class we notice in Table I that during the five-year period there 
was a decline of 5.4 per cent in total enrollment. The men of 
this class increa.sed 1.6 per cent in number while the women de
clined 8.9 per cent. Data were not at band to determine whether 
this loss in the second year had been taking place gradually or 
whether it was a result of the economic conditions of recent years. 
At any rate, it appears that large number of additional students 
in the first year class are not all Temaining for the second year's 
work. 

Change in third year class. As compared with the 1925-26 
group the enrollment in the third year class for 1930-31 represents 
an increase of more than 125 per cent. The men of this class 
have added 266.7 per cent to their numbers during the five-year 
period and the women 55.5. Apparently an increasingly large 
number of students are remaining for work toward the B.Ed. 
degree. 

Change in the fourth year class. Of the four classes, the fourth 
year group experienced the greatest change in the period under con
sideration-an increase of 241.2 per cent in total enrollment. The 
fourth year men added to their numbers to the extent of 300.0 per 
cent while the women increased 188.9 per cent. As suggested in 
the case of the third year class, the large increase in fourth year 
students is merely a statistical statement that more and more stu
dents are completing the work of both the Junior and the Senior 
College of this institution. 

AGE OF STUDENTS 

Distribution by age groups. Table II indicates the percentage 
of students found in each age group in 1925-26 and 1930-31. The 
table shows that in 1925-26 49.9 per cent of the students were 
under 20 years of age, in 1930-31 45.4 per cent were under 20, 
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and that the difference was a decline of 4.5 per cent. The column 
of differences indicates that fewer students were under 20 years of 
age in 1930-31 and more in the age group from 20 years to 24 
years and 11 months. The variations in the other age groups are 
all small. Table II indicates that the 1930-31 students were a 
slightly older group than were the 1925-26 students. 

TABLE U. 

PERCENTAGE OF COLLEGE STUDENTS OF VARIOUS AGES IN 1Q25..20 AND 
1030-31 GROUPS. 

Pel'Centqe. 
Ace. 

1~20. 1030-31. Dilferenee. 

Under20........... . ... . . .......................... 49.9 45.4 
20 to 24-IL......................................... 41.0 46.0 
25 to 29-11.......................................... 6.8 G.3 
80 to 34-11.. ............. . . ......................... 2.6 . g 
8G and above. ...................................... .8 .9 
Not antn~·ered.. . ... ..... .........•.•••••••••••••••• .0 .5 

Total.-•. · - ---- -------········ · ········-····l---100-.0-l--- 1-00-.0- l 

-...5 
+6.0 + .5 
-1.6 
+ .1 + .5 

Median age and age range. The difference in age between the 
1925-26 and the 1930-31 students can be studied in greater detail 
from Table III. The median and the age range for each of the 
four classes are presented in the table. It will be seen that the 
median age of each of the :first three classes of the 1930-31 student 
body exceeds that of the corresponding class of the 1925-26 stu
dents. The first year class is one month older; the second year 
class five months older; and the third year class eight months 
older. The fourth year class of 1930-31 is one year and 10 months 
younger than the corresponding class of 1925-26. Since the fourth 
year class of the 1930-31 group is small numerically, it will be 
seen that in general the entire student body is somewhat older than 
was the 1925-26 group. 

TABLE IlL 

KEDIAN AGE AND AGE RANGE OF COLLEGE STUDENTS IN 1~20 AND 1030-31 
GROUPS. 

Group. 

Firat Year ...•. . . .... . . ....... 
Second Year ....•• . ..••••••••. 
Third Year •...............••• 
Fourth Year •••••.•.•••••••• •• 

Median age. Aceranae. 

1925-26. 1930-SI. D ifference. 1925-2G. 1930-31. 

ISH'! 
20-6 
21-9 
2H 

ISH'! t1 mo. 
20-10 6 mo. 
~ +&mo. 
23-3 t-1 yr., 10 mo. 

1G--37 
17-3G 
19-37 
21-32 

1&-33 
17-(3 
19-36 
20-(3 

Table III also presents the age ranges for the four classes 
of the two student bodies. The first and third year classes of 
1930-31 have somewhat nanower ranges than do the corresponding 
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classes of 1925-26. The second and fourth year classes of 1930-31 
have considerably wider ranges than do the same classes for the 
1925-26 group. 

8UlU!ARY OF THE CHAPTER 

1. During the .five-year interval the total student body in
creased more than one-third. 

2. During the .five-year interval the increase of the men was 
nearly three times that of the women. 

3. During the .five-year interval the third and fourth year 
classes made especially large increases-doubling and trebling re
spectively. 

4. During the .five-year interval the average age of the stu
dents increased slightly. 
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CHAPTER III 

G'EOOJUPHICAJ, DtsTRlBUTIO~ OF STCDE~TS IX 
1925-26 A!'m 1930-31 

OESERAL Clll..,GES 

Method of determining distribution. As a basiR for determin
ing the geographical diRtribution of the two groups, each fitudcnt 
wa13 n~ked to indicate on tht' information blank the county in which 
his permanent home wu~ locatl.'d. From these data T ul)l<' I V wna 
prepared. The tablc shows that Coles County conil'ibutNl 176 
students or 36.4 per cent of the total in 1925-26, 201 studNllt~ or 
30.9 per cent of the total in 1930-31. and that the difFrrcnc<' h<'
twccn these two percentages was a minus 5.5. 

TABLE IV. 

Dl:ITRIBUTTON OF COLLEGE STUDENTS BY COUNTIES lN 102.5-216 AND 1130-31. 

NumbeT. Pereentace. 
County. 

102.5-20. 11130-31. IG25-26. 11130-31. Dift'ereoee. 

Colee ••••••••••••••••• 176 201 36.4 30.0 -6.6 
Rhf'lby •••••••••••••••• 38 35 7.5 6.4 -2.1 
}:d«ftr ••••••• •••••••••• 32 27 6.6 4.2 -2.4 
Ju1oe-r •••••••••••••••• ~ 20 5.2 3 . 1 -2.1 
Clark ••••••••••••••••. 24 20 5.0 4.5 - .5 
Crawford ••••••••••••• 23 23 4.8 3.5 -1.3 
Douchu •••••••••••••• 23 27 4.8 4 .2 - •• :lllontcom~ry .......... 17 II 3.6 1.7 -1.8 
Cumberland •••••••••• u 33 3.1 6.1 +2.0 
Mouhrit! •••••••.•••••• 12 12 2.6 l .t - .6 
llladleoo .............. 8 10 1.7 1.5 - .2 
U.wrenre ............. 8 21 1.7 a.2 +1.6 
1-:dward• .............. 7 6 1.5 •• - .6 

i~~r.~~::::::::::: 6 3 1.3 .5 - .8 • 26 J .3 4.0 
r-7 V•rmilion ............. 6 40 1.3 6.2 4.0 

Rirblaod .••••••••••••. 6 15 1.0 2.3 1.3 
Wabuh .............. 4 3 1.0 .6 - .5 
Fayette ............... 6 22 1.0 3.4 r-· Marlon ............... 4 6 .8 .o .I 
811nqamon ............ 4 10 .8 1.3 .7 
Wayne.. ....... " ••••••• 4 2 .8 .3 - .5 

~~lJ ~ ::.::::::::::::: 8 10 .6 l.5 + .0 a I .6 .2 - .4 
MaMn .. ....................... 3 7 .6 1.1 + .6 
Fulton 2 0 .4 .0 - .4 
Pike •••• :::::::::::::: 2 0 .4 .0 - .4 
St . Clftir •••••••••••••• 2 2 .4 .a - .I 
Ct.riatiao . . ................. I 12 .2 1.0 +1.7 '1-"raoklin •••••••••.•••. I 4 .2 .6 .4 
J~IJ..-,..n •••••••••••••• I I .2 , I - .I 
Kno¥ . . . .............. I 0 .2 .o - .2 
I.ake ................. I 0 .2 .0 - .2 
)f~pio ............. I 0 .% .o - .2 



County. 

PiatL--------·-···---
Wa~~hingtA:ln. ......... . 
White-~-------------
lroquoie. ----··------
Other States •••••••••• Unknown. __________ _ 

Gmndy ·--------------
Kankakee.. ....•.•••.•• 
Will.. •••••••••••••••.. 
Jersey .. -----··---·---

g~:::~~~~~::::::::: Hamilton. ___________ _ 
Warren ••. ---·----·---
Richmond .•....••..•. McHenry ____________ _ 
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TABLE IV-Concluded. 

Number. 

192.5-26. 

1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
4 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

1930-31. 

1 
0 
1 
9 
4 
0 
4 
2 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

192.5-26. 

.2 

.2 

. 2 

.2 

.6 

.8 

.o 

.0 

.0 

.0 

.0 

.0 

.0 

.o 

.0 

.0 

Percentage. 

193()..31. Difference. 

.I -.1 

.0 -.2 

.1 - .1 
1.4 +J.2 
:8 --------·::::8 
.6 + .6 
.3 + .3 
.2 + .2 
.3 + .3 
.2 + .2 
.3 + .3 
.1 +.I 
.1 + .1 
.I +.I 
.2 + .2 

Change in number of counties contributimg studtmts. It will 
be seen from Table IV that 38 counties of the state sent students 
to the Eastern illinois State Teachers College in 1925-26. In 
1930-31 a total of 42 counties were represented in the student body. 
In other words, during the five-year period, there was a slight in
crease in the number of counties from which students come. At 
the same time six counties which sent students in 1925-26 con
tributed none in 1930-31. 

DETAILED CHANGES IN DISTRIBUTION 

The above section has indicated that the area from which the 
college drew students in 1930-31 was somewhat larger than it was 
in 1925-26. We shall ne:>..-t examine in detail the nature of the 
distribution changes which have taken place in groups of counties. 
It will be noticed that the counties which sent students to the 
college in 1925-26 are an-anged in Table IV in the order of size of 
contribution. 

Changes in the first nine counties. Reference to the column 
of percentages for 1925-26 in Table IV shows that the first nine 
counties-from Coles through Cumbedand each contributed more 
than 3 per cent to the total student body. In all, these nine 
counties sent 76.9 per cent of the stu~ents in 1925-26, while in 
1930-31 they sent 62.6 per cent, or 14.6 per cent :fewer. In gen
eral, these nine counties constitute a group which is nearest geo
graphically to the college. They declined in rank dming the five
year interval, in so far as number of students contributed is a cri
terion of rank. 

Changes in the next ttm counties. Returning to the 1925-26 
column of percentages, it "'rill be seen that the next ten counties
from Moultrie through Fayette-each sent 1 per cent or more of 
the students. The contribution of these ten counties composed 



County. 

PiatL--------·-···---
Wa~~hingtA:ln. ......... . 
White-~-------------
lroquoie. ----··------
Other States •••••••••• Unknown. __________ _ 

Gmndy ·--------------
Kankakee.. ....•.•••.•• 
Will.. •••••••••••••••.. 
Jersey .. -----··---·---

g~:::~~~~~::::::::: Hamilton. ___________ _ 
Warren ••. ---·----·---
Richmond .•....••..•. McHenry ____________ _ 
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TABLE IV-Concluded. 

Number. 

192.5-26. 

1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
4 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

1930-31. 

1 
0 
1 
9 
4 
0 
4 
2 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

192.5-26. 

.2 

.2 

. 2 

.2 

.6 

.8 

.o 

.0 

.0 

.0 

.0 

.0 

.0 

.o 

.0 

.0 

Percentage. 

193()..31. Difference. 

.I -.1 

.0 -.2 

.1 - .1 
1.4 +J.2 
:8 --------·::::8 
.6 + .6 
.3 + .3 
.2 + .2 
.3 + .3 
.2 + .2 
.3 + .3 
.1 +.I 
.1 + .1 
.I +.I 
.2 + .2 

Change in number of counties contributimg studtmts. It will 
be seen from Table IV that 38 counties of the state sent students 
to the Eastern illinois State Teachers College in 1925-26. In 
1930-31 a total of 42 counties were represented in the student body. 
In other words, during the five-year period, there was a slight in
crease in the number of counties from which students come. At 
the same time six counties which sent students in 1925-26 con
tributed none in 1930-31. 

DETAILED CHANGES IN DISTRIBUTION 

The above section has indicated that the area from which the 
college drew students in 1930-31 was somewhat larger than it was 
in 1925-26. We shall ne:>..-t examine in detail the nature of the 
distribution changes which have taken place in groups of counties. 
It will be noticed that the counties which sent students to the 
college in 1925-26 are an-anged in Table IV in the order of size of 
contribution. 

Changes in the first nine counties. Reference to the column 
of percentages for 1925-26 in Table IV shows that the first nine 
counties-from Coles through Cumbedand each contributed more 
than 3 per cent to the total student body. In all, these nine 
counties sent 76.9 per cent of the stu~ents in 1925-26, while in 
1930-31 they sent 62.6 per cent, or 14.6 per cent :fewer. In gen
eral, these nine counties constitute a group which is nearest geo
graphically to the college. They declined in rank dming the five
year interval, in so far as number of students contributed is a cri
terion of rank. 

Changes in the next ttm counties. Returning to the 1925-26 
column of percentages, it "'rill be seen that the next ten counties
from Moultrie through Fayette-each sent 1 per cent or more of 
the students. The contribution of these ten counties composed 
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14.3 per cent of the student body in 1925-26 and 24.4 per cent in 
1930-31-an increase of 10.1 per cent during the five-year period. 
1'hi~ group of counties is considerably more distant from the col
lege than the group of nine discus:;ed in the preceding paragraph. 

Changes in the remainder of tht countie.~. The remainder of 
the countie:', together with the "unknown" group and the group 
from other state:~, each contributed fewer than 1 per cent of the 
students in 1925-26. 1'he total students from this entire group of 
countie,; compo:<ed 8.8 per cent of tht> entire group in 1925-26 and 
1:l.O per cent in 1930-31, or an increase of 4.2 per cent during the 
five-year interval. In general this group is the most distant from 
the college geographically, but increased its contribution of 13tu
dents from 1925 to 1930. 

SUllliARY OF TJIE CHAPTER 

1. During the five-year period there was an increase in the 
mtmb<>r of counties of the state which sent stuclrnts to the college. 

2. During the five-year period the nine counties nearest the 
college showed a sharp decline in the percentage of the total student 
body which they contributed. 

3. During the five-year period the counties which arc more 
distant from the college showed a Aubstantial increase in the per
centage of F:tudents which they contributed to the total group. 
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CHAPTER IV 

HOME BACKGROUND OF 1925-26 AND 1930-31 STUDENTS 

The preceding chapter discussed the homes of the two groups 
of students from the general viewpoint of geographical distribution. 
The present chapter is concerned with a number o£ more specific 
characteristics of the environment in which the students passed 
their pre-college life. 

RURAL OR URBAN RESIDENCE 

NattJ-re of data. Each student was asked to state whether his 
home was in the country or in a town community. A town was 
defined as an incorporated place containing 2,500 o1· more people. 
The data concerning residence are presented in Table V. The 
table shows that 57.2 per cent o£ the first year students of the 1925-
26 group lived in a town, that 65.3 per cent of the 1930-31 students 
lived in town, and that the difference was plus 7.1 per cent. The 
data for country residence are to be similarly interpreted. 

TABLE V. 

PERCENTAGE OF COLLEGE STUDENTS RESIDING IN TOWN OR COUNTRY lN 
1925-26 AND 1930-Sl GROUPS. 

Perc en tag e. 

Group. Town. Country. 

1925-26. 1930-Sl. Difference. 1926-26. 1930-31. Difference. 

Firat Year _____________ 57.2 64.3 + 7.1 42.8 35.7 -7.1 
Socond Year----------- eo.o 61.6 + 1.6 40.0 38.4 - 1.6 
Third Year------------- 62.9 eo.? -2.2 37.1 39.3 + 2.2 
Fourth Year _________ __ 82.3 63.8 -18.5 17.7 36.2 +18.5 ---

TotaL •••.•••••••••• 59.6 63.2 + 3.6 40.4 36.8 -3.6 

Changes in residence. The two main columns of Table V
town and country-are of course dependent on each other. When 
one increases, the other declines. The total row at the bottom of 
the table indicates that town residence increased 3.6 per cent dur
ing the five-year interval and that country residence decreased 3.6 
per cent. Among the four classes the number of first year students 
'vith town residences increased 7.1 per cent. The second year class 
showed an increase in town residence of 1.6 per cent. The fourth 
year class declined 18.5 per cent in town residence. Apparently the 
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students who are remaining to complete the last two years of the 
four-ye~n course are tending to come in increasing numbers from 
country homes. 

STZE OF FAMILY 

Natwre of data. Each student was asked to state the number 
of his lhing brothers and sisters. The data which rei:lult<'d !rom 
this question are shown in Table YI. The table indicatrs that in 
the 1925-26 group of students 44: or 9.1 per cent were from families 
of one. or were "only" children: that in the 19:30-:n group 76 or 
11.7 per cent were from familie:- of one; and that the difference 
between the percentages was 2.6. 

T.~BLE VI. 

NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF COLLEGE STUDENTS FROM FAMIUES OF 
VARIOUS SIZES IN 1025-26 AND 1930-31. 

N Utllbor of children in family. 

L-····· ........................... . 
2................................ . 
3 .................................... . 
. ..................................... 
6 .................................... . 
& ................................... .. 
7 ................................. . 
& .................................... . 
Q ................................... . 

10 ............................... . 
11 .................................... . 
12 .................................... . 
13 ................................... .. 
14 .................................. . 

Median eite of family ............... .. 

Students. 

Number. Perceotaae. 

18"~26. 193G-31. 192.>-26. 1830-31. Diffe~ore. 

H i6 
8~ 123 
80 • 117 
88 JOG 
60 6G 
45 63 
31 SG 
21 30 
8 27 
5 5 
4 3 
0 I 
2 3 
0 1 

---1----l 

8.1 
18.4 
17.8 
18.2 
12.4 
G.3 
6.4 
4.4 
1.7 
1.1 
.8 
.0 
.4 
.0 

11.7 
18.9 
18.0 
16.3 
IO.G 
8.1 
5.5 
4.G 
4.1 
.8 
.a 
.2 
.6 
.2 

+2.1 
+ .5 
+ .2 
-1.8 
-1.8 
-1.2 
-.9 
+ .2 
+2.4 
-.3 
- .3 + .2 +.I + .2 

Changes in size of family. 'l'he median size of family for the 
two groups of students as indicated at the bottom of the table is 
four children. The percentage of children from the three smallest 
sizes of families-<>ne to three children-increased slightly during 
the five-year interval. At the same time the percentage from the 
three largest sizes of families-twelve to fourteen children-in
creased slightly. The percentage of students from families of four 
to seven children declined slightly. 'l'he percentage from families 
oi eight and nine children incrensed and that from families of ten 
and eleven children declilled slightly. In general it may be said 
that the size of families from which students come bas not changed 
notably during the fh·e-year period. 

EDUOATIOXA.L A.ClliEVEM:ENTS OF BROTH:EBS AXD SISTERS 

Xature of data. Each co11ege student was asked to indicate 
the educational level reached by each of his brothers and sisters. 
The resulting information is presented in Table VII. 'fhe table 
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shows that 20.6 per cent of the brothers and sisters of the 1925-26 
group of college students were in the elementary school; that 26.4 
per cent of the brothers and sisters of the 1930-31 group were in 
the elementary school; that the difference between the percentages 
was plus 5.8. 

TABLE VII. 

EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENTS OF BROTHERS AND SISTERS OF COLLEGE 
STUDENTS IN 192S-26 AND 1930-31. 

Educational level. 

In elementary schooL .............. . . . . ..... ...... . . .. . 
Graduate of elementary schooL._ ..................... . 
Graduate of bi.-b school. ....................... , ..... .. 

~ ;:~~l'n ~~lr:;.;: ==== :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

: ;:~: i~ :lf:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Graduate work in college . .......... . .... .... .... ...... . 

1025-26. 

20.6 
38.9 
16.5 
8.1 
9.0 
2 .• 
3.2 
1.3 

Percentage. 

1930-31. Difference. 

26.4 +5.8 
30.5 -8.4 
20.3 +3.8 
8.1 .0 
5.9 -3.1 
2.8 + ... 
3.7 + .5 
2.3 +1.0 

Changes in educational achievement. It will be seen that 5.8 
per cent more of the brothers and sisters of students were in the 
elementary school in 1930-31 than was the case in 1925-26. This, 
of course, may me1·ely mean that the 1930-31 college students came 
from younger families, on which point we have no data. A total 
of 8.4 per cent fewer of the brothers and sisters had finished only 
the elementary school in 1930-31 than in 1925-26. At the same 
time 3.8 per cent more had finished high school. The same per
centage of the brothers and sisters of the two groups of students 
had spent one year in college, 3.1 per cent fewer of the brothers 
and sisters of 1930-31 students had spent two years in college, and 
a slightly larger per cent had spent more than two years in college. 
In general the brothers and sisters of the 1930-31 students had 
received more public school training than those of the 1925-26 
students and about the same amount of college training. 

OCCUPATIONAL BACKGROUND 

Nature of the d<~ta. Each student was asked to state the occu
pation of his father, whether living or dead. The specific occupa
tions were then grouped into sixteen major classes. The result of 
this process is shown in '!'able VIII. 'l'he table indicates that of 
the 1925-26 group of students 49.7 per cent of their fathers were 
in agricultural service, that of the 1930-31 students 49.2 per cent 
of their fathers wel"e in agricultural service, and that the difference 
between the percentages was minus .5. 

Glw,nges in occupations. Of the five occupational groups which 
included 5 per cent or more of the fathers of the 1925-26 group 
none has changed more than 2.5 per cent during the five-year 
pel'iod. Agricultural service has declined only .5 per cent in spite 
of the fact that 3.6 per cent fewer of the students of 1930-31 
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claimed country residence. Only one major class of occupation&
transportation service-has changed more than 5 per cent. The 
others show only minor variations. The occupational background 
for the 1930-31 student body was very similar to that o:£ the 1925-
26 group. 

TABLE Vlli. 

OCCUPATIONAL DlSTRmUTION OF FATHERS OF COLLEGE STUDENTS IN 102$.28 
AND 193o.31. 

Percco tege. 

~~~~!~~~-~~':'::. :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Profe88ionnl&orvice. ..••••••••••.••• . •.••••••••.• . •••.•. 
Commertial ~rviee .•. ·············-·············· •••• 

~.:=f.~-~~ .... -.... ~:::::::::::::::::::":::::::::::: 
Tran&portal ion aervire •.••••••••••....•.••.......••••.. 
Building and related tradoa •••••••••••••••••••••••••.•• 
MBChine and related tr&dea.. ••••••.....••••••••....•••• 
M iQ_eral and .1 umber "'Ork •••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Artitan eervtce •.•••••.•••..•.••••••...••••••......••.•. 
Clerieal &ervice •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ·-·········· 
Publio ""rvice ..••••••••.......••••••.•••..•.•.•.••••••• 
P~roonal&ervice •••••••••.••••••••.•••••••••..•••.•••. 

~:.~f~~~;a(Je;.~:::: ::::.::::. ~=. :: :~:::::: :::::::: .. :: 
Mieeellaneoua trade& in manu! ace urin«; and mechanical 

industrice .•••.••••••••..•••••.•....••••••....•. 

TotaL •••.••••••••.•••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••.•• 

1924-28. 

49.7 
11.0 
6.4. 
6.2 
6.0 
4.4 
4.1 
4.1 
2.7 
2.3 
2.1 
1.2 
•• .2 

1.2 
.0 

.0 

100.0 

EOONOlliO STATUS OF F.AltlLY 

1930-31. Dil!erenoe. 

49.2 
11.1 
4.9 
3.6 
2.8 
u 
9.2 
2.6 
3.1 
3.2 
0.6 
1.1 
0.6 
1.5 
2.0 
0.2 

2.5 

100.0 

- .s 
+.I 
-1.6 
-1.7 
-2.2 
-u 
+5.1 
-1.5 
+ .4 + .o 
-1.5 

-t :~ 
1.3 
.8 

+ .2 

+2.5 

Nature of the data. The extent to which students arc depend
ent upon their own earnings to defray college expenses may be con
~<idered a rough index of the economic status of the family. Each 
student was asked to state whether or not he was earning any part 
of his Pxpemes while in coll1•ge. 'l'he an~wrrs to this que>~tion nrc 
;;utnmarized in Table IX. The table shows that 112 of the 1925-
26 first year students or 44..0 per cent of that class earned part 
of their expenses; that 68 of the 1930-31 first year students or 19.0 
per cent of that class earned part of their expenses ; that the differ
ence between these two percentages was a minus 25.0 per cent. 

TABLE lX. 

NUMBER .AND PERCENTAGE OF COLLEGE STUDENTS EARNING PART OF 
EXPENSES IN 1925-20 AND Jll30-31. 

Number. 

Claas. 
1925-28. 1930-31. 19:!5-28. 1930-31. Diirerence. 

~!~J::·::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
112 68 44.0 19.0 -25.0 
83 8Z 46.0 19.0 -27.0 
12 2~ 44.0 39.0 -4.0 

Fouttb year •. -··· ................ .... 9 2.> 53.0 43.0 -10.0 

Totahtudent body ••.•••••••••••• 216 149 45.0 23.0 -22.0 
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Ohanges in economic statu.~. In interpreting Table IX it mu:;t 
be remembered that each of the columns of percentages is based 
on a different number. 'flw 44.0 per cent of first yc~r 19:?!l-2G 
students, for example, is based on 257 students, while the 19.0 per 
cent of 1930-31 first year students is based on 359 students. It 
will be seen from the total row at the bottom of the table that the 
percentage of students meeting part of their expenses declined 22.0 
per cent during the fi,·e-year period. For the individual classes the 
declines ranged from 5.0 to 27.0 per cent. It '\\;ll be noticed, how
ever, that while the third and fourth year students in 1930-31 
enr:ned expenses in 5.0 and 10.0 per cent :fewer cases respectively, 
the actual number is greater in 1930-31 for eaeh of thl'se two 
classes. For the third year class the number is 12 in 1925-26 and 
:!4 in l!J:l0-:11: for the fourth year class the number is 9 in 192.'i-26 
nnd 25 in 1930-31. 'l'he ruther large decline, both in number and 
pc•rccntage, of first and l'<'cond year classes in 1930-31 as compared 
\\'i th l 925-26, ia mther diflicult to explain completely. It might 
ensily be expected that the difrercnces in the percentagCB would be 
hoOt large and positive. Opportunities for employment while at
tending coll<.>ge may have been fewer in 1930-31. In spite of this, 
ll larger number of students may have felt the need for training 
bccau:o<.> of the general employment situation. 

SUlUtARY OF THE CB.Al"l'ER 

1. The number of students with town as oppo,.:cd to country 
residences increased mod('rately during the five-year period. 

2. The size of families from which student~ come did not 
change appreciably during the five-year period. 

3. The brothers and sisters of college students tended to ob
tain n somewhat higher level of public school education during the 
five-y<.>ar period. 

4. The occupational background of the students did not 
change substantially during the five-year period. 

5. A considerably smaller number of students earned part of 
thc>ir college expemes in 1930-31 than was the cru;e in 1925-26. 
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CHAPTER V 

PuBLIO ScHOOL CAREER OF 1925-26 A}."D 1930-31 STUDENTS 

The present chapter presents a b1·ief sketch of the school careers 
of the students before they entered college. Ce1'tain data bearing 
on their elementary school record will first be presented, followed 
by similar facts concerning their secondary school experience. 

AGE OF ENTERING ELEJ\IENTARY SCHOOL 

Nature of the data. Each student in the 1925-26 and 1930-31 
groups was asked to state the age at which he entered the elemen
tary school. The answers to this question are summarized in Table 
X. The table shows that of the 1925-26 group 3 students or .& 
per cent of the group entered school at the age of 4 years, that of 
the 1930-31 group 4 students or .6 per cent of that group entered 
school at the age of 4, and that there was no difference in the per
centages for the two groups. 

TABLE X. 

NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF 1926-26 AND 1930-31 GROUPS ENTERING ELE
MENTARY SCHOOL AT VARIOUS AGES. 

Students. 

Age. Number. Percentage. 

1926-26. 1930-31. 1926-26. 1930-31. Difference: 

4..----------------·----------·---- 3 • li •.••••••••...•..• _________________ 77 137 
6---------------------·---······-· 329 417 7........................ .......... 65 65 
8--------------------------········ 8 7 
Notgiven ......................... 

1 
___ t_

1 
____ o_

1 
Median age....................... 6.49 yra. 6.44 yre. 

.6 
15.9 
68.1 
13.5 
1.7 

.2 

.6 
21.0 
64.2 
13.1 
1.1 
.0 

.0 
+5.1 
-3.9 
-.4 
- .6 
-.2 

Changes in age of entmnce. It will be seen from Table X that 
5.1 per cent more of the 1930-31 students entered school at the age 
of 5 years than was the case of tl1e 1925-26 group. At the same 
time 1:;maller percentages of the 1930-31 group entered at the thTee 
next ages-6, 7, and 8-than was the case of the 1925-26 group. 
In general more o£ the 1930-31 group than of the 1925-26 group 
began their school career earlier tl1an the normal age. 
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AGE OF OOYPLETINO ELEMENTARY SCROOL 

Nature of the data. Each student in the 1925-26 and 1930-31 
groups was asked to state the age at which he completed the eighth 
grade. The data which resulted from this question are presented 
in Table XI. The table shows that of the 1925-26 group 2 stu
dents or .4 per cent of the group completed the eighth grade at 
the age of 11 years, that of the 1930-31 group 4 students or .6 
per cent of the group completed the eighth grade at the age of 11, 
that there was a difference of plus .2 between the two percentages. 

TABLE XL 

NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF ID2$.2G AND 11130-31 GROUPS COMPLETING 
E IOBTB GRADE AT VARIOUS AGES. 

Numbor. Porceotaao. 
Age. 

ID2$.20. 1930-31. 1925-28. 1930-31. D!JJel"loce. 

11·-········--------·· 2 t .4 .6 + .2 
12 ••••••••••••••••••••• 40 72 8.3 II. I t 2.8 
13 .....•... ------•••• -- 12t 269 2.5. 7 41.4 15.7 
14---·····----------· 198 212 41.0 82.6 -8.4 !(; ___________________ 

81 73 18.8 11.2 -7.6 
16----------------·-- 27 10 5.6 a.o -2.8 
17 --·------------·--· I I .I .I .0 

Ked.iao ace-------·--· IU8yn. IU3yn. 

Oha.nges in age of co-mpleting the elementary school. It would 
be expected that the younger age for school entrance which was 
noticed in the preceding section in the case of the 1930-31 students 
would be reflected in earlier completion of the eighth grade. This 
in fact is what Table XI indicates. The pel"centage o£ the 1930-31 
group which completed the elementary school at the ages of 11, 12, 
and 13, was a total of 18.7 per cent greater than for the cones
ponding ages of the 1925-26 group. At the same time the per
centage of the 1930-31 group which completed the eighth grade at 
the ages of 14, 15, and 16, was a total of 18.6 per cent le&; than 
for the corresponding ages of the 1925-26 group. The difference 
in age of completion of the elementary school for the two groups 
of students can be seen in the median ages at the bottom of the 
table. The 1930-31 group was .45 of a year or nearly five months 
younger than the 1925-26 group at that point in their educational 
history. 

NUllfBER OF ELEli!ENTARY SCHOOLS ATTENDED 

Nature of the data. Each student in the two groups was asked 
to state the number o! different elementary schools which he had 
attended. These data are summarized in Table XII. The table 
shows that of the 1925-26 group 232 or 48.0 per cent attended only 
one elementary school, that of the 1930-31 group 367 or 56.5 per 
cent attended only one elementary school, and that the difference 
between the percentages was a. plus 8.5. 
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TABLE XU. 

NUMliER AND PERCENTAGE OF 10"~26 AND 1930-31 GROUPS WHO A'ITENDED 
VARIOUS NUMBER OF ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS. 

Number. Percentage. 
Number of schools. 

1025-26. 1930-31. 1925-26. 1930-31. Difference 

1._................ .... .. 232 367 
2-······················ 147 164 

48.0 58.5 +8.5 
30.4 25.2 -6.2 

3....... .....•..•... .• .. .• 67 70 11.8 10.8 -1.0 
·····-·················· · 28 26 6.8 4.0 -1.8 
6--··············-······· 0 10 u 1.6 -.4 
6.-...................... 6 7 1.3 1.1 -.2 
1--·········-············ 0 5 
8......................... 3 0 

.0 .8 + .8 

.6 .o -.6 
8......................... 0 0 .o .o ·-------------

10·-················--···· I I .2 .I -.1 
1----1----1 

Modi!Ul number of acbools 2.06 I .88 

Changes in number of schools attended. The total difference 
in number of schools attended by the two groups of students can 
be seen from the medians at the bottom of the table. n will be 
noted that the 1930-31 students attended 1.88 schools while the 
1925-26 students attended 2.06 schools. The reasons ior tlus differ
ence can be found in the details of the table. It will be observed, 
for example, that 8.5 per cent more of the 1930-31 group than of 
the 1925-26 group attended only one elementary school. In the 
case of each of the remaining numbers of schools attended, with 
the exception of one, the 1930-31 group attended a smaller per cent 
than did the 1925-26 group. The evidence from this table seems 
to warrant the conclusion that the 1930-31 group o! students had a 
Romewhat more uninterrupted elementary school care<>r than was 
the case of the 1925-26 group. 

TABLE XIII. 

NUMBER AND PERCE:\TAOE OF 10"~2o AND 1830-31 CROUPS WHO ENTERED 
liiGIJ SCHOOL AT VARIOUS AGES. 

Number. Pe~ntaae. 

Age. 
102J-26. 193().31. 1025-26. 1030--31. DiJJerence. 

11 .............. ·-········ I I .2 .1 -.1 
5.4 0.6 +1.2 

25.9 84.0 +8.1 
39.1 37.0 -2.1 

12......................... 26 43 
18......................... 125 221 
14 ....................... 180 240 
16......................... 01 100 18.0 15.4 -3.5 
10......................... 31 38 6.4 5.8 -.6 
17......................... II 5 2.3 .8 -1.6 
18......................... I 0 .2 .o -.2 

.2 .3 +.I 
•• .o -.4 

ID .. ,...................... I Z 
20 ...................... - 2 0 

1.0 .0 -1.0 Notciven........... ...... 6 0 
1----1----1 

Median a&e.. ..... ...•.••• lUi yre. 14.25 yn. 
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