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If you are like most of our loyal 
subscribers. you are probably 
wondering why the hell you are just 
now receiving your September issue of 
the Post Amerikan. when the September 
issue has been on the streets for 
more than a month. It would be easy 
for us to blame it on others-­
rampaging fascists. white 
supremacists. the contras. Robert 
Bork. or Jesse Smart. And while 
these others may be guilty of a lot 
of things. we have only ourselves to 
blame for not getting the Post to 
you on time. 

As you know from our summer issue. 
we�ve been going through some tough 
times around here. Many of our 
long-time staffers are leaving us. 
and we have a small group of newcomers 
who have recently joined us. In the 
mess of reorganization. we failed to 
get subscribers' issues out when we 
should have. This is extremely 
embarrassing for us. After all. if 
you are committed enough to us to 
subscribe. we should be committed 
enough to you to get the paper to 
you on time. 

In order to make amends. and to thank 
you for your support. 'we will be 
extending your subscription an extra 
issue. This is the least we can do 
for all you have done for us. 

Again. thanks for your support and 
patience--and we promise to get our 
act together next time. 

--The Post Amerikan staff. 

Post Sellers 
BLOOMINGTON 
Amtrak Statio n ,  1200 W. Front 
The Back Porch, 402 N. Main 
Bakery Banc, 901 N. Main 
Bloomington Public Library (i n front) 
Bus Depo t, 533 N. Eas t  
Common Ground, 516 N. Mai n 
Conveni ent Mart, Emerson and Mai n  
Front and C ent e r  Bui lding 
Hit Shed, 606 N Main. 
Hungry H ou s e, 103 W. Jefferson 
Law and Jus tice Center , W. Front St. 
Lee S t. (100 N. ) 
Main and Mil l e r  Stree t s  
Medu sa's Adult  Wo rld, 420 N. Madi son 
Mik e's Mark e t, 1013 N. Park 
Mr. Donu t, 1310 N. Park 
Pantagraph (in front) , 

301 W. Washington 
The Park Store, Wood & Allin 
Peopl e's Drugs, Oakland & Mo rri sey 
R ed Fox, 918 W. Mark e t  � 

Susi e's Cafe , 602 N. Mai n 
U. S. Po s t  Office, 1511 E. Empi re 

(at exi t) 
U . S. Po s t  Offi ce , Center & Monro e 
U pper Cu t, 409 N. Main 
Wash Hou s e, 609 N. Cli nton 
Washi ng Well, E. Front S t. 

NORMAL 
Avanti's, 407 S. Main 
Big Rudy's, 107 E. B eaufo rt 
ISU Uni versi ty Uni o n, 2nd flo o r  
H ovey Hal l, I SU (i n front) 
Midstate Truck Plaza, U. S. 51 no rt� 
Mo ther Murphy's, 111 North St. 
North & Broadway , southeast corner 
Whi t e  Hen Pantry, 207 Broadway 

(i n front) 

25¢ 

The Po s t  Amerikan i s  an i ndependent 
communi ty newspaper providing ·0 

i nformati on and analysi s t hat i s  
screened out of  or  downplayed by 
e s tabli shment news sources. We are a 
non-profi t ,  wo rk er-run coll ective that 
exi s ts as an alt ernative to the 
corporate media. Decisions are made 
col l ectively by s taff members at our 
regular meetings. 

You're invited to the Post Amerikan·s 

Join us for canapes, music, and spirits 
$10 

cau Laurie at 829-8460 for tickets 
.. .from the folks vho brought you SOiree Francaise 

-­

As.shown 
on TV ••• 

Like a lot of people I know, I was 
parked in front of the television 
last Wednesday night to watch "It 
Was 20 Years Ago Today" on PBS, 
captivated by the counter-culture 
nostalgia of the '60s. 

I cheered out loud at the TV through 
those old film clips of all my heros 
and heroines. I got a lump in my 

. throat during the contemporary 
interviews with the veterans of the 
times. See, it didn't make me sad 
at all. It made me proud, proud of 
a bunch of people I don't even know. 
I thought they were just going to 
go on camera and reminisce, but I 
could tell that their colTllTlitment, 
their humor and the conviction of 
their beliefs were still in tact. 
Take Abbie Hoffman, for example. He's 
still one heck of a smart aleck 
trouble maker. In fact, I was so 
busy listening to his rap that I 
didn't even notice that he was 
wearing the Post Amerikan T-shirt 
that we sent him last year. 

Phoebe Caulfield broke the news to 
me the next day, knowing I would 
react like a typical groupie. I 
jumped up and down, shouted gleefully 
and slapped my thigh. Dang, I was 
happy. Later, in time of quiet 
reflection, I started to feel kind 
of bad. Was this the crowning 
achievement of the Post Amerikan? 
That we managed to surreptiously get 
our name splashed on national T.V.? 
There was still plenty of injustice 
of every variety flaunting itself in 
Bloomington-Normal, let alone the 
world. Some revolutionary I make. 

Then I decided I was being too hard 
on myself. Some modern woman! make. 
No, it wasn't the crowning acheive­
ment of the Post Amerikan. It was 
an unsolicited show of support and 
respect from someone I admire. So 
there! And, Abbie, if you're 
reading, thanks a lot. Next time 
you're in Central Illinois • . .  

LVD 

Moving? 
When you move, be sure to send us your 
new address so your subscription gets 
to you. Your Post Amerikan will not 
be forwarded (it's like junk mail--no 
kidding!). Fill out this handy form 
with your new address and return it 
to us, P.O. Box 3452, Bloomington, 
IL 61702. 

Name: · 

Street: 

City/State/Zip:_ 

We pu t out s ix i ssu e s  a year. Staff 
members tak e turns a s  "coordi nator. "  
A l l  wri ting , _  typing , edi ti ng ,  photo­
graphy, graphics, pas t eup ,  and di s­
tri bution are done on a vlunte er 
basi s. You are invi t ed to volunt e er 
your talents. 

Stories 
solicited 
Have you always desi red to be a Po s t  
Amerikan writer? Here's your chance. 
Our next deadline i s  Jan. 7 ,  Thursday. 
We have s everal story i deas wi thout 
wri t ers as  yet: 

1. The ten worst toys gi ven for 
Chri stmas. 

2. Book , thea t e r ,  and record revi ews-­
in fact , we have some compl ementary 
LPs here at the office , begging to be 
heard. 

3. I nvestigati o n  of  the local pol ice 
s ex ring. 

4. Fi rst or s econd-hand stori e s  from 
the l ocal refugee populati on. 

5, The Eureka gang rape , done by 
m�mbers of Reagan's old fraternity. 

6. Consumer report o n  l o cal bank s ,  
comparing thei r rat e s  and services .  

7 .  Co nsumer reports o n  landlords of 
s tudent apartment compl exes. 

If you'd
. 

like  to discu s s  these or 
other story i deas , cal l  Bill at 
829-7617. 

Thanks 
This issue in your hands is thanks to 
Laurie, Val, Deborah, Cathy, Sue L., 
Sue F., Marty, Dave, David, Kara, 
Bobby, Bill, Bumper, Ralph, Bob, Deb, 
Joan, J.R. and Susie (coordinators), 
and probably others we forgot. 

Good numbers 
Alcoholics Anonymous . . . • . . . • • . •  828-5049 
American Civil Liberties Union.454-7723 
Bloomington Housing Au thor i ty . •  829-3360 
Clare House (Catholic Workers) .828-4035 
Community for Social Action . . . .  452-4867 
Connection House . . . . . . . . . . . . • . .  829-5711 
Countering Domestic Violence . . . 827-4005 
Dept. Children/Famil� Services.828-0022 
Draft Counseling . . • . . . . . . . • . • . .  452-5046 
HELP (transportation for senior 

citizens, handicapped) . . . . . .  828-8301 
Ill. Dept of Public Aid • • • . . . . .  827-4621 
Ill. Lawyer Referral . . . • . • .  800-252-8916 
Kaleidoscope . . • . . . . . . • • .  � . . . . . . 828-7346 
McLean Co. Health Dept • . • . . • . . .  454-1161 
Mid Central Community Action . . •  829-0691 
Mobile Meals . • . . • . • • . • • • • • . • • . •  828-8301 
McLean County Center for 

Human Services . . . . . • . . . . . .  827-5351 
National Health Care Services-­

abortion assistance, 1-800-322-1622 

Nuclear Freeze Coalition . . • . . . .  828-4195 
Occupational Development 

Center . . . • . . . . . • . . • • • • . • • .  828-7324 
Operation Recycle . . . . • • . . . . • . . .  829-0691 
Parents Anonymous . . • . . . . . . . . . • .  827-4005 
PATH: Personal Assistance Telephone 

Help ......................... 827-4005 
Or • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . • . . . . . .  800-322-5015 

Phone Friends • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • •  827-4008 
Planned Parenthood .... medical .. 827-4014 

bus/couns/educ . •  827-4368 
Post Ame rikan . . . . . . . . . • . • . .  828-7232 
Prairie State Legal Service . . • .  827-5021 
Prairie Alliance.� . . . . . . . . . • . • •  828-8249 
Project Oz . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . .  827-0377 
Rape Crisis Center . . . . . • • • . . . . .  827-4005 
Sunnyside Neighborhood Center . .  827-5428 
TeleCare (senior citizens) . . . . .  828-8301 
Unemployment comp/job service . .  827-6237 
United Farmworkers support . . . . .  452-5046 
UPIC . . . . • . . • . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •  827-4026 



ISU 
students 
protest 

tuition hike 
Due to cuts in state funding. the ISU 
Board of Regents announced in 
September that the basic cost of 
tuition would increase $150. beginning 
this spring semester. Expenses for 
on-campus room and board would also 
increase by about $100 a semester. As 
one might expect , this news was not 
well received by the student body. 

The immediate target of objections was 
Gov. Thompson , who only recently 
announced that the state's finances 
were in fine order and that all 
programs would be maintained at 
current levels of funding without a 
tax increase. He found it necessary 
to present an expanded revenue package 
to the legislature's spring s ession , 
however , and when they rejected it he 
slashed higher education by almost $60 
million to balance the tighter budget. 

The student reaction at ISU coalesced 
around the SBBD (Student Body Board of 
Directors) , which is the main organ of 
student government. As a growing 
number of other student and faculty 
organizations pledged their support , 
the "Day of Action Coalition" 
officially announced its existence. on 
Oct. 1. SBBD president Tom Meiron 
said that their goal was to persuade 
Thompson to call a special session of 
the assembly to approve a modest tax 
increase which would restore higher 
education funding to the previous 
level. 

Just about the only campus 
organization which didn't join the 
coalition was the College Republicans. 
They explained that they too were 
opposed to the education curs , but 
that they could not agree with the 
proposal of a tax increase. Judgirig 
from letters printed in the Daily 
Vi�£!!£ (the campus paper), this 
decision cost the CRs a lot of 
popularity. 

The focus of the coalition, as its 
name implies, was the "Day of Action," 
which took place on Wednesday, October 
21. Students were encouraged to 
boycott classes that day and to attend 
a rally on the quad at noon. The 
majority of faculty memb�xs seemed 
ready to cooperate, agr,eing not to 
schedule tests or other crucial events 
that day even if they would not cancel 
class. entirely. After all , faculty 
salaries are dependent on state 
funding too , and have not even kept 
pace with cost of living increases in 
the past several years. 

These preparations drew criticism from 
the f!�!!&E!E�• which suggested that 
students were only looking for an 
excuse to cut classes. There was also 
an editorial to the effect that ISU 
faculty are little more than overpaid 
high school teachers , considering how 
little research they do. Answering 
these poorly informed pieces of 
writing is not my main purpose here, 
but they illustrate how out of touch 
that paper can be with the campus 
community. 

The big day arrived , and I managed to 
be on hand in the quad at noon. The 
crowd amounted to about 500, which 
seemed to please everyone- - despite the 
fact that this number is less than 
2.5% of the total student population. 
There were several dozen speakers , 
including "concerned students" (some 
with personal tales of financial 
distress) as well as representatives 
of various groups supporting the 
coalition. 

Whenever someone needed a moment to 
collect their thoughts, they seemed to 
fall back on asking , "What's up?" to 
which the crowd replied, "Tuition!" 
Despite some anonymous yelling about 
heading over to lay siege to city hall 
again (as in the notorious "beer riot" 
of ' 8 4), the group dispersed 
peacefully after about an hour and a 
half. 

ISU isn't the only school affected by 
this issue , of course , and similar 
events were held concurrently on other 
Illinois campuses. Students at 
Northern blocked highway traffic , but 
dispersed in time to avoid any 
arrests; police were vi�eotaping them 
to provide solid evidence in case they 
decided to crack down. Events were 
also held in Chicago and Sp�ingfield , 
where about 400 demonstrated at the 
State House , including 75 people from 
Isu. 

Despite these efforts. prospects of 
the legislature restoring the money 
and tuition going back down do not 
look good at this point. Rallying on 
the quad may have given the students a 
feeling of power, but the political 
reality is sobering. 

The rate of voter registration (let 
alone actual voting) among college 
students these days is well below that 
of the general public. Office-holders 
know this , and understand that in a 
very real sense , students are a part 
off their constituency they can afford 
�o ignore. In the shark tank of 
lobbying groups , students are very 
small fish indeed. 

Is it any wonder that campus groups 
concerned with issues of conscience 
(such as U. S. intervention in Central 

America) find it so hard to make 
headway, when only 500 students out of 
over 20,000 will even show up to 
complain about $250 more (at least) 
per semester coming out of their own 
pockets? 

However, the coalition at ISU has 
announced that it intends to remain in 
existence, changing its name to the 
"Action Coalition," with the general 
goal of increasing student political 
participation. An immediate objective 
may be to attempt the election of a 
student to the Normal Town Council. A 
look at almost any issue of the 
�i��.!:!.� will tell you why there may 
actually be enough student interest to 
accomplish this: they are angry about 
having keg parties broken up by the 
Normal PD every weekend. Now there's 
a lofty and selfless cause to rally 
behind, eh7 

Yes , it's sad but true; most students 
are a lot more interested in securing 
their "right to party" than in what 
their government is doing to 
Nicaraguan farmers , for instance. But 
at least they're showing concern over 
something. It may be that learning to 
defend one's own interests. however 
selfish , must come before one is ready 
to stand up for others. 

--Dave Thompson 

............. tl' ...... rl' ..................... ·.·····"'····tl' ...................... tl' ............... w.·.·.·.v.-.·.·,,-.-.·.·rl' ................. rlY' •• rl'r. .............. ·h·.· ... ·.-.·.·.-.·.-.u.· 

Galery plus L 
to open ... 

no Top 40 
expected 

Yes , the rumor is true: The Gallery 
(formerly the Galery) is preparing to 

open its doors by e arly December. 
Downtown Normal will once again have 
a commercial club show�asing live 
music. 

Don't be misled--this will not be 
another incarnation of the Galery by 
Ray "Spike" Spakowski. Indeed , 
Spakowski has sold his business and 
the building that housed it to Kup 
Tcheng, an ISU administrator who. 
among other things , owns and operates 
Mother Murphy's. 

Kup's approach to the Gallery is a 
radical one--he sees it not as a 
business venture , but as a way to 
help cultivate the music scene in 
B/N. As part of the effort. he plans 
to purchase a top-of-the-line sound 
system (an expensive prospect). 
thereby allowing fledgling bands to 
play on equipment currently beyond 
their means. 

Furthermore , Kup intends for the 
.Gallery to cater to persons of all 
ages. Monday through Wednesday nghts 
will likely be sans •lcohol , so that 
anyone may enter and enjoy the bands. 

Kup leans he�vily towards progressive 
and alternative music; he doesn't 

·expeci many top 4 0  groups to be 
playing the Gallery. Moreover. if 
the situation presents itself, he 
will book nationally recognized 
progressive acts. 

Kup hopes to keep the downstairs 
Gallery more low key. as an area 

,where people can sit and converse. 
He will be serving food. although he 
hasn't yet decided on what kinds. 

Kup Tcheng's approach to the Gallery 
is both commendable and intelligent. 
As he sees it , B/N doesn't need 
another Bennigan's. Let's see if the 
community can substantiate that point 
of view. 

--MJ 

ONE MORNING, BOB BORK 
WOKE UP AND FOUND THAT 
THE LIBERALS HAD DUPED 

THE SENA TE INTO STEALING 

HIS EXPECTED PRIZE 
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As the Reagonomics version of a 
flourishing econoITy becomes mor e  
and mo r e  a reali t y ,  we ' re s e ei ng 
more and more compani e s  that are 
perfectly content to take �dvantage 
of the large number of folks who 
can ' t  find decent j ob s  and have 
to tak e what they can get. 

Case in po int� the thriving t raffic 
in fl esh that is the cl eaning con­
tractor ' s  busine s s. Specifically , 
a company cal l ed Profe s sio nal 
Cl eaning Systems (PCS). 

PCS hire s fo lk s to do j ani torial 
wo rk at the busine s s e s  and homes  
that have c ontract ed with them. 
S ort of l i k e  Manpowe r ,  only fo r 
maids and j anito rs. Let ' s  s e e , 
then,  what a typical employment 
hi story at PCS mi ght look l ik e. 

Jane Do e r eads the ad in the 
Pantagraph asking for office 
cl eaners. �he ads says she can 
pick her own hours. It ' s  no t 
really what she wants , but e i ther 
she needs sho rt t erm wo rk , she 
ne eds wo rk now , o r  she ' s  a house­
wife who hasn ' t  b e en trained t o  
do anything el s e  but cl ean , and 
do e sn ' t  feel like  she has a 
choice. So she sighs and put s her 
j ob hunt ing clo thes on and go e s  to 
the office to apply. 

She fil l s  out the applica t i on. 
They check her references. If 
they decide she ' s  good  enough to 
scrub the toilets  of Bloomingt on ' s  
busine s s  elit e , they call her back 
and s e t  her up wi th a trial 
po sition. She ' s  told that she ' ll 
b e  paid $J. 65/hour, which , she· 
think s  to hers elf , is at least  
marginally hi gher than minimum 
wage. But she di scovers that 
25¢/hr. of that is uniform 
allowance. The uniform co nsis t s  
o f  he r blue j eans , sneak ers , and 
a s l eazy co llared T- shirt. She 
is charged $11. 00 fo r the sl eazy 
T- shi rt. For one sleazy T- shi rt. 
And then she is told that she 
must wear the shi rt every day ,  and 
it mus t  be cl ean. She i s  told that 
many empl oyees  buy two or three 
shirts so a s  to  save doing laundry 
every ni ght. 

She doe s  a l i ttl e math in her head. 
The s e  shi rts cover 44 hours of her 
uniform allowance. If she onl y  
buys one , she ' ll have to  pay for 
soap and washer/dryer t ime to do 
laundry every ni ght , which i s  no t 
cheap. Or she can buy two o r  
thre e , bringing her up to  1 32 hours 
of her uniform allowance. And she 
still has to do laundry two o r  
thre e time s  a we ek. Add i n  the 
wear that cleaning work will 
infli ct on her j eans , requi ring 
repl acement. Di tto the sneak ers. 
And , l o , she di scovers she ' ll be 
work i ng fo r l e s s  than minimum 
wage. 

But she really needs the j ob so  
she stick s  i t  out. The next t hing 
they give her is an int eresting 
little  form to sign that says if 
she qui t s  wi thout the customary 
t�� weeks no t ice , the pay on her 
las t paycheck will be cut back to 
minimum wage-- she ' ll l o s e  that 
i llusary uniform allowance. And 
now her warning buzzer i s  really 
beeping. 

Obviousl y ,  she think s , they must 
have an incredibl e turnover rat e , 
o r  they wouldn ' t  need the fo rm. 
Even so , mo s t  compani e s  who treat 
the i r  employees  fairly manage to 
get two-weeks ' no tice wi thout 
resorting to coercion. So she 
wo nders what on earth they do to 
thei r  employees  that mak e s  thi s 
blackmail technique necessary. 
And she b egins to  wonder if she 
shouldn ' t  get out whil e  the 
gettin ' s  good. But she needs the 
money , so . . .  

The next thing the nice fo lk s at 
PCS do is schedul e a training 
s e s s ion. They mak e it cl ear that 

Workers taken 

thi s training s e ssbn i s  mandatory. 
So she go e s ,  although i t ' s  he r day 
off ,  and she has bad , almo st 
omino us ,  feelings about thi s 
t raining. 

It s tarts badly. It ' s  obvious to 
her that the s e  peopl e  do no t ,  as 
they say , have their shit together. 
She do e s  a lot  of wai ti ng. She 
watches a dumb video that tak e s  
twenty minut e s  t o  say "Keep tho se: 
T. P. di spens ers full!" She l eafs 
through the training manual, 
noting that the wri ter of the 
manual i s  functi o nal ly 
i ll i t erat e , and that the wri ting 
and grammar are so bad she can 
hardly fi gure out what i t  says. 
She wo nders if t hi s  i s  an att empt 
on thei r  part to soothe her 
political consci ence by l e t ting 
her know that they hire the 
handicapped. But she do e sn ' t  think 
t hey ' re that smart. 

Finally they whi sk the traine e s  
through demo o f  t h e  u s e s  o f  various 
chemical s and tools. Since thi s 
demonstration i s  apparentl y the 
meat of the training , she wonders 
why she had to  b e  here for two 
hours to hear twenty minute s  of 
informa t io rco 

At the end , the trainees are all 
a sk ed to fill out a quiz in the 
back of the manual. To Jane ' s  
amazement , she fi nds she ' s  being 
a sk ed to answer que sti ons wi th 
l i ttle  or no bearing on the 
previous l ecture. So she bl�ffs. her way through , si nce by this time 
she ' s  no t sure she cares anyway. 
She i s  especially amused by the 
last two que s ti ons , which a sk if 
s he thought the trainiing s essior. 
was helpful , and what s he thought 
the b e st part was. 

Was it good fo r you , too , baby? 

She gives  the di sho ne st answer they 
are cl early looking f or ,  and hands 
in the qui z. They al so coll ect the 
manual- -apparently we can ' t  have 
that top s ecret cl eaning info 
available  to the re st of the free 
wo rld. 

Then a brave soul from the rank s 
a sk s  where to sign to get paid fo r 
this training s e s sion. And they 
are all informed that they had 
"volunte ered" for the "mandato ry" 
training s e ssion ,  and no pay wil l  
b e  fo rthcoming. 

Can you say "contradiction"? I 
knew you could. 

.The actual j ob i s  no surpri s e  to 
our Jane - - they want her to do more 
work than is humanly po s sibl e ,  i n  
l e ss time , and for scant wages and 
l e s s  encouragement. No thing new 
here. The thing that surpri ses  her 
is that she ' s  developing injuri es. 
She ' d  always thought of vacuuming 
as  fai rl y  harml e s s  wo rk , but she ' s  
developed a nasty brui s e  on the 
palm of he r hand from whfpping 
around tho s e  industrial vacuums at  
superhuma:'1 speeds , and the feel ing 
in her fingers is starting to go. 
The o ther women vacuuming t el l  her 
that everybody gets tho s e  brui s e s , 
and they don ' t  go away as  long as 
you ' re vacuuming. No o ne s eems to 
find it r emarkable that her hand 
i s  asl e ep mo re than awak e. All in 
a day ' s  wo rk. Everyo ne else has 
s imilar complaint s ,  but no one 
s e e s  them as  something worthy of 
info rming the boss about. Just us 
slaves down here in the gal l ey , 
don ' t  you worry abo ut us. 

. JterGs . 5_Jfil.s ·Yr'ults. vegetafies ·.JJuts _,,,- . 
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NATURAL FOODS 

.516 N. Main St. . 

Bloomington, IlL 61701 

Common Ground has a wide selection of wholesome foods, 
natural body.care products, vitamin and mineral sup-· 
plements, and books for organic cooking and healthy ' 
living. 

By selling many foods in bulk, Common '7round reduces 
your costs on nuts, flours, spices, grains, snack 
mixes and many other items. You may also purchase 
ju�t the amount you need! Come see the gourmet 
coffee beans and fresh produce section as well. 
Experience a new and healthier way of life! 

1-1,iuuuJ..: 9 :80-5:80 TlUJA. -Sat. � j.. 
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to the cleaners 

In a coupl e of months she's due for 
an evaluation, but she do esn't ge t 
one for a coupl e more, and the 
other empl oye es see that as no rmal, 
t o o . When she finally gets her 
evaluati on, and qualifies fo r the 
25¢/hr . raise, it tak es them 
ano ther two o r  three months to 
actually get it to her, and even 
then it's no t ac tually on the pay­
check--she has to ask for it . They 
ask her to cl ean some privat e  
houses, and whe n  sh€ asks how much, 
they say twenty dollars, flat rat e .  
For a whol e  house . About five o r  
six hours work, at l east . She says 
no thanks . (See? She's starting 
to get wise . )  They finally offer 
to promo t e  he r to superviso r, at 
$4 . 50/hour plus bonuses if she ge ts 
no complaints at all .  None . She 
go es fo r that, o nly to discover 
that the j ob incl ud es about two 
uncl ocked, unpaid hours of wo rk a 
day . Some raise . And she has t o  
ask fo r her bonuses, they're not 
automatically incfuded, and it 
tak es them a coupl e of months to 

I 1'EVER yell atthe 
machines. 

rememb e r  that they promoted her 
at payro l l  time . 

But the real final straw is when a 
fellow empl oyee says, "You know, 
you don't belong here . Yo u can 
get b et�e r  than this . Me, I can't 
do any be tter . Peo pl e  lik e me 
belong here. No t you . "  

And she remembe rs the BMWs and 
Po rsches the "ex ecutives" at PCS 
drive . And finally she can't 
3tand to work fo r a place that 
so gl e efully enco urages its 
employees to think they're 
wo rthless, and subhuman . So she 
quits . Witho ut notic e .  And gets 
her pay do cked . But she counts the 
cost as cheap, sinc e she still has 
a vestige of self respe ct l eft . 
Too many o f  her fellow empl oyees 
didn't . 

Whil e Jane is not a real person, 
all of the events that were d e ­
scrib ed did happen . PCS may even 
be more abusive to its employees 
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than Owen Nursery . And it would be 
interesting to find out if the 
clients of PCS know how badly they 
treat their emplo ye es . Because o ne 
littl e articl e  in the Post won't 
mak e 'em stop (Lord knows it hasn't 
wo rked for Owen Nursery), but if 
their clients were to find out, and 
d ecide that they can't support such 
an awful company, why that might 
have a real impact on the treatment 
of PCS emplo yees . 

PCS clie nts includ e: Carso n's, 
Sears, Target, Kaj ima (a contrac tor 
at the Mitsubishi site), Paxto n's, 
Country Companies, Lewis, Yock ey 
and Brown, and many more . 

--Chris M .  

Hardwo rking woman, age 4D, se eking 
woman of similar age fo r friendship . 
I nterests includ e  pinochle, music, 
bo oks, movies, and camping . Write 
P.O.  Box 936-R, Bloomingto n, IL 61 702 . 

What's wrong with this ad? 

The adjoining ad appeared in The American Journal of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology (August-September 1987).�At 
first glance it looks like a landmark, courageous enough 
to speak against the dangerous routine of pushing 
obstetric drugs. Wrong! Not only is this ad 
uninterested in condemning this "standard malpractice"-­
it has the gall to blame the victims instead! Apparently 
street drug usage by women is the only drug problem they 
think is associated with the U.S.'s shameful infant 
mortality (death) and morbidity (birth defects, birth 
damage, and illness) rates. 

No drug has ever been proven safe for the unborn. 
Period. This widely-accepted statement should be 
included in every anti-drug presentation to school kids. 
That means over-the-counter, prescription, and street 
drugs from conception on. Anything less is always 
playing the odds. 

I'd also like to see hospitals show just how much they 
care by implementing programs for the prevention of 
obstetric drug use. They should have bright, cheery 
posters with the caption "Just Say 'No' to Obstetric 
Drugs!" Alongside these would be even bigger posters 
illustrating the many effective alternatives for 
preventing or relieving discomfort. The long l�st 
includes: warmth or cold, massage, upright positions 
of the woman's choice, stroking, hugging, acupressure, 
deep breathing, relaxation, visualization, kissing and 
breast stimulation by her partner, rest, food and drink 
as wanted, lots of pillows and other comfort measures, 
using orgasmic sounds, the mother's touching the baby's 
head as it comes down her vagina, verbaf encouragement, 
constant companionship and nurturing. 

The other really outrageous thing about this ad is the 
word order in the sentence "And knowing about it may 
prevent problems for you, mother, and baby." Notice 
who comes first. Advertisers in medical journals know 
their readers. Unfortunately they reinforce the 
paternalism, selfishness, and sometimes misogyny (hatred 
of women) so many women complain their obstetricians 
display. If we are to retain a few good obstetricians 
in our coming mostly-midwifery system, we want them to 
be decent and caring, as well as skilled. Ads like this 
one are not in the public interest! 

--A Local Birth Activist 

HOW MANY 
NEW DRUG ADDICTS HAVE 

YOU DELIVERED? 
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AIDS didn't just happen 
As early as 1981, Don Francis, a 
retrovirologist who directed AIDS 
research at the federal Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC) in Atlanta, 
suspected that the strange variety of 
symptoms seen in gay men were all 
caused by " something new, maybe a 
retrovirus." But the researchers at 
the more prestigious National Insti­
tute of Cancer (NIC) did not listen 
to Francis. Instead, the NIC held 
useless seminars that assumed that 
whatever AIDS was, it was not 
infectious. 

" The bitter truth was that AIDS did 
not just happen to America--it was 
allowed to happen by an array of 
institutions, all of which failed to 
perform their appropriate tasks to 
safeguard the public health," writes 
Randy Shilts in his recently publish­
ed book And the Band Played On: 
Politics, People and the AIDS 
Epidemic. " This failure of the 
system leaves a legacy of unnecessary 
suffering that will haunt the Western 
world for decades to come." 

You keep wishing that Shilts' book 
were fiction, like The Andromeda 
Strain or some medical sleuth story 
with people's lives interwoven with 
political deception and scientific 
discoveries. But it isn't fiction. 

'It's a w�ll documented (630 pages), 
honestly presented history of our 
country's failure to deal with AIDS 
until " it was too late to do anything 
about it." 

No money 
Don Francis had spent the early 

.months of 1982 agitating for more 
money for lab research into the 
epidemic of immune deficiency. 

: Francis wanted to,,start injecting 
primates to see wpether h�

.
coUl<;l 

track down a virus;· l:w was convinced 
that some virus was behind the 
disease, and scientists would never 
get to controlling it if they didn't 
first prove this key point. He 
wanted to use chimpanzees because 
their immune systems were most like 
humans'; chimps also were the most 
expensive lab animals. The chief 
of the Center for Infectious Disease 
had to give Francis the depressing 
news on the phone: " There is no 
money." 

The culprits that Shilts castigates 
in his book are many--the Reagan 
administration, the federal scienti­
fic and health agencies, the blood­
banking industry, feuding scientists, 
the media, some gay leaders. 

And the heroes he depicts are people 
fighting within and against institu­
tions that did not want to be bothered 
with whatever this new disease was 
because it was just " a  gay problem," 
or affected only "a bunch of drug 
addicts." 

Through more than 900 interviews and 
extensive Freedom of Information 
requests to obtain documents, Shilts 
shows that the Reagan administration 
ordered top public health officials 
to tell Congress they did not need 
any more money for AIDS even when 
they were writing memos to their 
supervisors begging for more funds. 

The supplemental appropriations bill 
of 1982 set the pattern for how 
Congress and the Reagan administra­
tion would deal with AIDS for the 
next three years. The administration 
op�osed the extra money, dispatching 
its agency chiefs to argue that they 
had all the funding they could use. 
Once the money was passed by Congress, 
however, the administration would not 
put itself in the politically in­
delicate position of actually vetoing 
it. Ultimately, the money was ma�e 
available, usually much later than 
the scientists needed it. The Reagan 
administration would never ask for it 
and insisted it didn't want it, but 
the money would be thrust upon the. 
government anyway. It was a ritual 
of force-feeding. 

Shilts points to epidemiological 
research that could not be completed 
because there was n�money for clerks 
to tabulate the results of surveys, 
to lab work that could not be done 
because scientists could not afford 
a ventilated hood to pull contami­
nated air out of their laboratory. 

Greedy bankers 

Some of the sharpest criticism is 
directed at the blood-banking indus­
try. Shilts claims that private 
blood banks resisted for nearly two 
years tests that could have screened 
out most infected blood. 

Although no test for the AIDS virus 
·was available until 1985, scientists 
knew two years earlier that people 
were getting AIDS from blood trans­
fusions and blood-clotting products. 
Officials of the CDC urged blood banks• 
to screen blood for hepatitis core 
antibodies, because a study had shown 
that 88 per cent of the blood from 
gay AIDS patients·and all the blood 
from IV-drug-using AIDS patients 
carried the antibodies. 

The blood bankers refused, Shilts 
says, because such " surrogate test­
ing" for AIDS would be costly and 
would force them to seek more blood 
donors to make up for the discarded 
blood. 

Even when a test for the AIDS virus 
was developed, the Reagan administra­
tion delayed for two months the 
release of $8.4 million that Congress 
had appropriated to speed the test to 
blood banks. 

When the Off ice of Management and 
Budget released the proposed AIDS 
budget for the 1986 fiscal year, AIDS 
spending was reduced from the current 
level of $96 million to $85.5 million. 
At the CDC funds would be cut back by 
18 percent, to just $18.7 million. 
The government's planned appropria­
tion for education aimed specifically 
at the gay community was $250,000, 
which was to be channeled through the 
U.S. Conference of Mayors in an 
effort to ensure that no federal 
agency was in the business of telling 
gays how to perform sodomy safely. 
Altogether, not even 5 percent of the 
AIDS budget would go to prevention 
and education efforts. 

Shilts, an openly gay reporter for 
the San Francisco Chronicle who has 
covered the AIDS epidemic since 1982, 
also criticizes the nation's news­
papers and television stations for 
ignoring AIDS or only writing about 
it when a heterosexual angle could 
be found. 

" The one institution with the most 
blood on its hands," says Shilts, " is 
the media. In a democracy, you 
depend on the media to tell you 
what's going on. I'm not an invest­
igative genius. Anybody could have 
typed a letter and received half the 
documents I have in my book." 

The May 1984 memo by Dr. Edward 
Brandt, assistant secretary for 
health, lifted the camouflage off 
administration claims that doctors 
had all resources they needed. Here 
was the Reagan-appointed assistant 
himself seeking $56 million in new 
AIDS funds for 1984-85. Brandt's 
22-page memo was leaked to the 
Washington Blade, a gay paper that 
specialized in investigative a:rticles 
on AIDS funding, and to other major 
East Coast papers. The Blade ran the 
story on page one. But the eastern 
newspapers weren't printing stories 
about AIDS, so it was ignored. 

Tragic lives 
Shilts tells the story of the evolv­
ing epidemic through the lives of the 
people who were �aught in it, as 

victims, healers, or obstructionists. 

One of the ugliest characters in the 
book is Gaetan Dugas, a French­
Canadian flight attendant whom epi­
demiologists named " Patient Zero," 
because he is thought to be one of 
the first people with AIDS in North 
Amerika. Even after he had been 
warned that he could be spreading a 
lethal disease, ·Dugas continued to 
jet across the continent, frequenting 
bath houses and infecting others. 

Angered that someone had given him 
the disease, which was spreading 
purple lesions across his body, Dugas 
would turn up the lights after sex 
and say to his amazed partner, " Gay 
cancer. Maybe you'll get it, too." 
Dugas died in 1984. 

One of the most moving portraits is 
of Gary Walsh, an Iowan who went to 
San Francisco in the 1970s to pioneer 
gay psychotherapy. Walsh thought 
nothing of his " funny skin rashes" in 
1981, when AIDS was still called " gay 
cancer." He pulled inside himself 
when he realized that he had the same 
sickness that felled many of his 
friends. 

Walsh contemplated suicide but 
decided against it, became celibate, 
and organized a candlelight march for 
people with AIDS that was imitated 
a�ross the nation. The book tells of 
his final hours when he told his 
brother he loved him, and confided to 
a colleague: " I  finally got it. I 
am love and light, and I transform 
people just being who I am." 

On February 21, 1984, Walsh became 
the 164th San Franciscan to die of 
AIDS. More than .2,000 have now died 
in that city. 

Shilts ends his book with the thoughts 
of gay activist Cleve Jones, as he 
leads a demonstration in front of the 
White House in May of 1987: " The 
United States, the one nation with 
the knowledge, the resources, and the 
institutions to respond to the epi­
demic, had failed. And it had failed 
because of ignorance and fear, pre­
judice and rejection. The story of 
the AIDS epidemic was that simple," 
Cleve felt;�it was a story of bigotry 
and what it could do to a nation." 

Reagan speaks 
On May 31, 1987, President Ronald 
Reagan delivered his first speech 
about the epidemic of acquired immune 
deficiency syndrome. When he talked 
about the victims of the disease, 
Reagan mentioned hemophiliacs, trans­
fusion recipients, the spouses of 
intraveneous drug users, and even 
their children. But he did not even 
allude to gay men, the people who 
made up over 70 percent of the 
nation's AIDS cases. They were also 
the people who had done virtually 
all the work to secure AIDS research, 
education, and prevention programs. 
It was as if gays were what was 
embarrassing about the epidemic, not 
an administration that had done so 
little to prevent its spread. 

On the day President Ronald Reagan 
delivered his first speech about AIDS, 
more than 36,000 Americans had been 
diagnosed with the disease; over 
21,000 had died. 

" The legacy of the nation's shame 
could be read in the faces that Cleve 
always carried in his memory, the 
faces of the dead. Cleve could see 
those faces now as he led the chant 
at the wrought iron gates of the 
White House. Tears streamed down his 
cheeks as he raised his fist toward 
the Oval Office and shouted: 'Shame. 
Shame. Shame. ' " 

--Ferdydurke 

And the Band Played On: Politics, 
People and the AIDS Epidemic, by 
Randy Shilts. St. Martin's Press, 
630 pages, $24.95. 


