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anology

If you are like most of our loyal
subscribers, you are probably
wondering why the hell you are just
now receiving your September issue of
the Post Amerikan, when the September
issue has been on the streets for
more than a month. It would be easy
for us to blame it on others——
rampaging fascists, white
supremacists, the contras, Robert
Bork, or Jesse Smart. And while
these others may be guilty of a lot
of things, we have only ourselves to
blame for not getting the Post to

you on time.

As you know from our summer issue,
we've been going through some tough
times around here. Many of our
long-time staffers are leaving us,
and we have a small group of newcomers
who have recently joined us. In the
mess of reorganization, we failed to
get subscribers' issues out when we
should have. This is extremely
embarrassing for us, After all, if
you are committed enough to us to
subscribe, we should be committed
enough to you to get the paper to
you on time.

In order to make amends, and to thank
you for your support, ‘we will be
extending your subscription an extra
issue. This is the least we can do
for all you have done for us.

Again, thanks for your support and
patience-—and we promise to get our
act together next time.

—-The Post Amerikan staff.

Post Sellers’

BLOOMINGTON
Amtrak Station, 1200 W. Front
The Back Porch, 402 N. Main
Bakery Banc, 901 N. Main
Bloomington Public Library (in front)
Bus Depot, 533 N. East
Common Ground, 516 N. Main
Convenient Mart, Emerson and Main
Front and Center Building
Hit Shed, 606 N Main.
Hungry House, 103 W. Jefferson
Law and Justice Center, W. Front St.
Lee St. (100 N.)
Main and Miller Streets
Medusa's Adult World, 420 N. Madison
Mike's Market, 1013 N. Park
Mr. Donut, 1310 N. Park
Pantagraph (in front),
301 W. Washington
The Park Store, Wood & Allin
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You're invited to the Post Amerikan’'s

Golo, Holidny Fete
o Dev. 12

Join us for canapes, music, and spirits
$10

Call Laurie at 829-8460 for tickets
..from the folks who brought you Soiree Francaise

As shown
onTV ...

Like a lot of people I know, I was
parked in front of the television
last Wednesday night to watch "It
Was 20 Years Ago Today" on PBS,
captivated by the counter-culture
nostalgia of the '60s.

I cheered out loud at the TV through
those 0ld film clips of all my heros
and heroines. I got a lump in my

- throat during the contemporary

interviews with the veterans of the
times. See, it didn't make me sad
at all. It made me proud, proud of
a bunch of people I don't even know.
I thought they were just going to
go on camera and reminisce, but I
could tell that their commitment,
their humor and the conviction of
their beliefs were still in tact.
Take Abbie Hoffman, for example. He's
still one heck of a smart aleck
trouble maker. 1In fact, I was so
busy listening to his rap that I
didn't even notice that he was
wearing the Post Amerikan T-shirt
that we sent him last year.

Phoebe Caulfield broke the news to
me the next day, knowing I would
react like a typical groupie. I
jumped up and down, shouted gleefully
and slapped my thigh. Dang, I was
happy. Later, in time of quiet
reflection, I started to feel kind
of bad. Was this the crowning
achievement of the Post Amerikan?
That we managed to surreptiously get
our name splashed on national T.V.?
There was still plenty of injustice
of every variety flaunting itself in
Bloomington-Normal, let alone the
worild. Some revolutionary I make.

Then I decided I was being too hard
on myself. Some modern woman I make.
No, it wasn't the crowning acheive-
ment of the Post Amerikan. It was
an unsolicited show of support and
respect from someone I admire. So
there! And, Abbie, if you're
reading, thanks a lot. Next time
you're in Central Illinois...

LVD

The Post Amerikan is an independent
community newspaper providing
information and analysis that is
screened out of or downplayed by
establishment news sources. We are a
non-profit, worker-run collective that
exists as an alternative to the
corporate media. Decisions are made
collectively by staff members at our
regular meetings.

We put out six issues a year. Staff
members take turns as "coordinator."
All writing, typing, editing, photo-
graphy, graphics, pasteup, and dis-
tribution are done on a vlunteer
basis. You are invited to volunteer
your talents.

Stories
solicited

Have you always desired to be a Post
Amerikan writer? Here's your chance.
Our next deadline is Jan. 7, Thursday.
We have several story ideas without
writers as yet:

1. The ten worst toys given for
Christmas.

2. Book, theater, and record reviews--
in fact, we have some complementary
LPs here at the office, begging to be
heard.

3. Investigation of the local police
sex ring.

L. First or second-hand stories from
the local refugee population.

5. The Eureka gang rape, done by
members of Reagan's old fraternity.

6. Consumer report on local barks,
comparing their rates and services.

7. Consumer reports on landlords of
student apartment complexes.

If you'd like to discuss these or
other story ideas, call Bill at
829-7617.

Thanks

This issue in your hands is thanks to
Laurie, Val, Deborah, Cathy, Sue L.,
Sue F., Marty, Dave, David, Kara,
Bobby, Bill, Bumper, Ralph, Bob, Deb,
Joan, J.R. and Susie (coordinators),
and probably others we forgot.

Good numbers

AlcoholicCs ANONYMOUS.:::eeevoess 828-5049
American Civil Liberties Union.454--7223
Bloomington Housing Authority..829-3360
Clare House (Catholic Workers).828-4035
Community for Social Action....452-4867
Connection Hous€......c...... ...829-5711
Countering Domestic Violence...827-4005
Dept. Children/Family. Services.828-0022
Draft Counseling.......... ee...452-5046
HELP (transportation for senior
citizens, handicapped)......828-8301

I11. Dept of Public Aid........ 827-4621
I11. Lawyer Referral....... 800-252-8916
Kaleidoscope....cc.o... ceeeeesssaB828=-7346
McLean Co. Health Dept......... 454-1161
Mid Central Community Action...829-0691
Mobile MealsS....ceeeeeeeeecanns 828-8301
McLean County Center for

Human ServicesS....eeeeeess 827-5351

National Health Care Services--
abortion assistance, 1-800-322-1622

People's Drugs, Oakland & Morrisey ® 1’ Nuclear Freeze Coalition...... .828-4195
Red Fox, 918 W. Market ~ ln Occupational Development
Susie's Cafe, 602 N. Main O @ L J Center......... e 828-7324
U.S. Post Office, 1511 E. Empire Operation ReCYClE..ieeeececaons 829-0691
(at exit) : : Parents ANONYMOUS .. eeeeeesnns ..827-4005
U.S. Post Office, Center & Monroe When you move, be sure to send us your PATH: Personal Assistance Telephone
Upper Cut, 409 N. Main new address so your subscription gets Help......... et eeeeeeeeeeen 827-4005
Wash House, 609 N. Clinton to you. Your Post Amerikan will not 0 800-322-5015
Washing Well, E. Front St. be forwarded (it's like junk mail--no Phone FriendS...cececececeens ..827-4008

kidding!) . Planned Parenthood....medical..827-4014

NORMAL , . Fill out this handy form bus/couns/educ..827-4368

Avanti's, 407 S. Main with your new address and return it Post AMErikKaN...eeeeeeeos.. 828-7232
Big Rudy's, 107 E. Beaufort to us, P.O. Box 3452, Bloomington, Prairie State Legal Service....827-5021
ISU University Union, 2nd floor IL 61702. Prairie AllianCe€...eceecesscsss 828-8249
Hovey Hall, ISU (in front) Project OZ.ceeeeeeeeeaceeeanans 827-0377
Midstate Truck Plaza, U.S. 51 north Name: Rape Crisis Center..... ceeecenene 827-4005
Mother Murphy's, 111 North st. ~ — —~——-—- - —-————— ———— Sunnyside Neighborhood Center..827-5428
North & Broadway, southeast corner St . TeleCare (senior citizens)..... 828-8301
White Hen Pantry, 207 Broadway reet: L L __ . Unemployment comp/job service..827-6237
(in front) ) United Farmworkers support..... 452-5046
city/state/zip:__ _ UPIC.eeee.s Cttteensessessenenenn 827-4026




ISU

students
protest

tuition hike

Due to cuts in state funding, the ISU
Board of Regents anncunced in
September that the basic cost of
tuition would increase $150, beginning
this spring semester. Expenses for
on~campus room and board would also
increase by about $100 a semester. As
one might expect, this news was not
well received by the student body.

The immediate target of objections was
Gov. Thompson, who only recently
announced that the state's finances
were in fine order and that all
programs would be maintained at
current levels of funding without a
tax increase. He found it necessary
to present an expanded revenue package
to the legislature's spring session,
however, and when they rejected it he
slashed higher education by almost $60
million to balance the tighter budget.

The student reaction at ISU coalesced
around the SBBD (Student Body Board of
Directors), which is the main organ of
student government. As a growing
number of other student and faculty
organizations pledged their support,
the "Day of Action Coalition"
officially announced its existence on
Oct. 1. SBBD president Tom Meiron
said that their goal was to persuade
Thompson to call a special session of
the assembly to approve a modest tax
increase which would restore higher
education funding to the previous
level.

Just about the only campus
organization which didn't join the
coalition was the College Republicans.
They explained that they too were
opposed to the education curs, but
that they could not agree with the
proposal of a tax increase. Judging
from letters printed in the Daily
Vidette (the campus paper), this
decision cost the CRs a lot of
popularity.

The focus of the coalition, as its

name implies, was the "Day of Action," .

which took place on Wednesday, October
21. Students were encouraged to
boycott classes that day and to attend
a rally on the quad at noon. The
majority of faculty membegrs seemed
ready to cooperate, agréeing not to
schedule tests or other crucial events
that day even if they would not cancel
class. entirely. After all, faculty
salaries are dependent on state
funding too, and have not even kept
pace with cost of living increases in
the past several years.

These preparations drew criticism from
the Pantagraph, which suggested that
students were only looking for an
excuse to cut classes. There was also
an editorial tc the effect that ISU
faculty are little more than overpaid
high school teachers, considering how
little research they do. Answering
these poorly informed pieces of
writing is not my main purpose here,
but they illustrate how out of touch
that paper can be with the campus
community.-

The big day arrived, and I managed to
be on hand in the quad at noon. The
crowd amounted to about 500, which
seemed to please everyone—--despite the
fact that this number is less than
2.5% of the total student population.
There were several dozen speakers,
including "concerned students" (some
with personal tales of financial
distress) as well as representatives
of various groups supporting the
coalition.

Whenever someone needed a moment to
collect their thoughts, they seemed to
fall back on asking, "What's up?" to
which the crowd replied, "Tuition!"
Despite some anonymous yelling about
heading over to lay siege to city hall
again (as in the notorious "beer riot"
of '84), the group dispersed
peacefully after about an hour and a
half.

ISU isn't the only school affected by
this issue, of course, and similar
events were held concurrently on other
Illinois campuses. Students at
Northern blocked highway traffic, but
dispersed in time to avoid any
arrests; police were videotaping them
to provide solid evidence in case they
decided to crack down. Events were
also held in Chicago and Springfield,
where about 400 demcnstrated at the
State House, including 75 people from
ISU.

Despite these efforts, prospects of
the legislature restoring the money
and tuition going back down do not
look good at this point. Rallying on
the quad may have given the students a
feeling of power, but the political
reality is sobering.

The rate of voter registration (let
alone actual voting) among college
students these days is well below that
of the general public. Office-holders
know this, and understand that in a
very real sense, students are a part
off their constituency they can afford
to ignore. In the shark tank of
lobbying groups, students are very
small fish indeed.

Is it any wonder that campus groups
concerned with issues of conscience
(such as U. S. intervention in Central
America) find it so hard to make
headway, when only 500 students out of
over 20,000 will even show up to
complain about $250 more f(at least)
per semester coming out of their own
pockets?

However, the coalition at ISU has
announced that it intends to remain in
existence, changing its name to the
"Action Coalition," with the general
goal of increasing student political
participation. An immediate objective
may be to attempt the election of a
student to the Normal Town Council. A
look at almost any issue of the
Vidette will tell you why there may
actually be enough student interest to
accomplish this: they are angry about
having keg parties broken up by the
Normal PD every weekend. Now there's
a lofty and selfless cause to rally
behind, eh?

Yes, it's sad but true; most Students
are a lot more interested in securing
their "right to party" than in what
their government is doing to
Nicaraguan farmers, for instance. BRut
at least they're showing concern over
something. It may be that learning to
defend one's own interests, however
selfish, must come before one is ready
to stand up for others. ’

--Dave Thompson

NWWW%MWWWW

Post-Amerikan

Galery plus L
to open. . .

no Top 40
expected

Yes, the rumor is true: The Gallery
(formerly the Galery) is preparing to
open its doors by early December.
Downtown Normal will once again have
a commercial club showcasing live
music.

Don't be misled--this will not be
another incarnation of the Galery by
Ray "Spike" Spakowski. Indeed,
Spakowski has sold his business and
the building that housed it to Kup
Tcheng, an ISU administrator who,
among other things, owns and operates
Mother Murphy's.

Kup's approach to the Gallery is a
radical one--he sees it not as a
business venture, but as a way to
help cultivate the music scene in
B/N. As part of the effort, he plans
to purchase a top—of-the-line sound
system (an expensive prospect),
thereby allowing fledgling bands to
play on equipment currently beyond
their means.

FurtHermore, Kup intends for the
.Gallery to cater to persons of all
ages. Monday through Wednesday nghts
will likely be sans alcohol, so that
anyone may enter and enjoy the bands.

Kup leans heavily towards progressive
and alternative music; he doesn't

-expect many top 40 groups to be

playing the Gallery. Moreover, if
the situation presents itself, he
will book nationally recognized
progressive acts.

Kup hopes to keep the downstairs
Gallery more low key, as an area

,where people can sit and converse.

He will be serving food, although he
hasn't yet decided oan what kinds.

Kup Tcheng's approach to the Gallery
is both commendable and intelligent.
As he sees it, B/N doesn't need
another Bennigan's. Let's see if the
community can substantiate that point
of view.

~--MJ

Do
ONE MORNING, BOB BORK
WOKE UP AND FOUND THAT
THE LIBERALS HAD DUPED
THE SENATE INTO STEALING
HIS EXPECTED PRIZE
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Page 4 Nov.-Dec. 1987 Post-Amerikan

As the Reagonomics version of a
flourishing economy becomes more
and more a reality, we're seeing
more and more companies that are
perfectly content to take advantage
of the large number of folks who
can't find decent jobs and have
" to take what they can get.

Case in point: the thriving traffic
in flesh that. is the cleaning con-
tractor's business. -~Specifically,
a company called Professional
Cleaning Systems (PCS).

PCS hires folks to do Jjanitorial
work at the businesses and homes
that have contracted with them.
Sort of like Manpower, only for
maids and janitors. Let's see,
then, what a typicalemployment
history at PCS might look like.

Jane Doe reads the ad in the
Pantagraph asking for office
cleaners. The ads says she can
pick her own hours. It's not
really what she wants, but either
she needs short term work, she
needs work now, or she's a house-
wife who hasn't been trained to

do anything else but clean, and
doesn't feel like she has a
choice. So she sighs and puts her
job hunting clothes on and goes to
the office to apply.

She fills out the application.
They check her references. If
they decide she's good enough to
scrub the toilets of Bloomington's
business elite, they call her back
and set her up with a trial
position. She's told that she'll
be paid $3.65/hour, which, she:
thinks to herself, is at least -
marginally higher than minimum
wage. But she discovers that
25¢/hr. of that is uniform
allowance. The uniform consists
of her blue jeans, sneakers, and

a sleazy collared T-shirt. She

is charged $11.00 for the sleazy
T-shirt. For one sleazy T-shirt.
And then she is told that she

must wear the shirt every day, and
it must be clean. She is told that
many employees buy two or three
shirts so as to save doing laundry
"every night.

She does a little math in her head.
These shirts cover 44 hours of her
uniform allowance. If she only
buys one, she'll have to pay for
soap and washer/dryer time to do
laundry every night, which is not
cheap. Or she can buy two or
three, bringing her up to 132 hours
of her uniform allowance. And she
still has to do laundry two or
three times a week. Add in the
wear that cleaning work will
inflict on her Jjeans, requiring
replacement. Ditto the sneakers.
And, lo, she discovers she'll be
working for less than minimum
wage.

But she really needs the job so
she sticks it out. The next thing
they give her is an interesting
little form to sign that says if
she quits without the customary
two weeks notice, the pay on her
last paycheck will be cut back to
minimum wage--she'll lose that
illusary uniform allowance. And
now her warning buzzer is really
beeping.

Obviously, she thinks, they must
have an incredible turnover rate,
or they wouldn't need the form.
Even so, most companies who treat
their employees fairly manage to
get two-weeks' notice without
resorting to coercion. So she
wonders what on earth they do to
their employees that makes this
blackmail technique necessary.
And she begins to wonder if she
shouldn't get out while the
gettin's good. But she needs the .
money, SO...

' The next thing the nice folks at
PCS do is schedule a training
session. They make it clear that

Workers taken

Ms. Stokely, its a question
of RESPECT.

o\

this training sessbn is mandatory.
So she goes, although it's her day

. off, and she has bad, almost
ominous, feelings about this
training.

It starts badly. It's obvious to
her that these people do not, as
they say, have their shit together.
She does a lot of waiting. She
watches a dumb video that takes
twenty minutes to say "Keep those
T.P. dispensers full!" She leafs
through the training manual,

noting that the writer of the
manual is functionally

illiterate, and that the writing
and grammar are so bad she can
hardly figure out what it says.

She wonders if this is an attempt
on their part to soothe her
political conscience by letting
her know that they hire the
handicapped. But she doesn't
they're that smart. .

think

Finally they whisk the trainees
through demo of the uses of various
chemicals and tools. Since this
demonstration is apparently the
meat of the training, she wonders
why she had to be here for two
hours to hear twenty minutes of
informatiorn.

At the end, the trainees are all
asked to fill out a quiz in the
back of the manual. To Jane's
amazement, she finds she's being
asked to answer questions with
little or no bearing on the
previous lecture. So she bluffs,
her way through, since by this time
she's not sure she cares anyway.
She is especially amused by the
last two questions, which ask if
she thought the training session
was helpful, and what she thought
the best part was.

C TN L JHerbs n§}>ices <Fruits . Vegetaé(es - Muts
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“natural body.care products,
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"living.
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mixes and many other items.
just. the amount you need!

Haurt: 9:30-5:30
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. here.

Common Ground has a wide selection of wholesome foods,
vitamin and mineral sup--
plements, and books for organic cooking and healthy

By selling many foods in bulk, Common Ground reduces
your costs on nuts, flours, spices, grains, snack

Come see the gourmet
coifee beans and fresh produce section as well.
Experience a new and healthier way of lifel

We're human beings and
you treat us like
MACHINES. )
@ 2 e

too, baby?

Was it good for you,

She gives the dishonest answer they
are clearly looking for, and hands
in the quiz. They also collect the
manual--apparently we can't have
that top secret cleaning info
available to the rest of the free
world.

Then a brave soul from the ranks
asks where to sign to get paid for
this training session. And they
are all informed that they had
"volunteered" for the "mandatory"
training session, and no pay will
be forthcoming.

Can you say "contradiction"? I
knew you could.

.The actual job is no surprise to
our Jane--they want her to do more
work than is humanly possible, in
less time, and for scant wages and
less encouragement. Nothing new
The thing that surprises her
is that she's developing injuries.
She'd always thought of vacuuming
as fairly harmless work, but she's
developed a nasty bruise on the
palm of her hand from whipping
around those industrial vacuums at
superhuman speeds, and the feeling
in her fingers is starting to go.
The other women vacuuming tell her
that everybody gets those bruises,
and they don't go away as long as
you're vacuuming. No one seems to
find it remarkable that her hand
is asleep more than awake. All in
a day's work. Everyone else has
similar complaints, but no one
sees them as something worthy of
informing the boss about. Just us
slaves down here in the galley ,
don't you worry about us.

7

You may also purchase

Monr.-Sat.
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to the cleaners

(T NEVER yell at the
machines.
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In a couple of months she's due for
an evaluation, but she doesn't get

one for a couple more, and the
other employees see that as normal,
too. When she finally gets her
evaluation, and qualifies for the
25¢/hr. raise, it takes them
another two or three months to
actually get it to her, and even
then it's not actually on the pay-
check--she has to ask for it. They
ask her to clean some private

remember that they promoted her
at payroll time.

But the real final straw is when a

fellow employee says, "You know,
you dcn't belong here. You can
get better than this. Me, I can't
do any better. People like me

belong here. Not you."

And she remembers the BMWs and
Porsches the "executives"” at PCS

IR .
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than Owen Nursery. And it would be
interesting to find out if the
clients of PCS know how badly they
treat their employees. Because one
little article in the Post won't
make 'em stop (Lord knows it hasn't
worked for Owen Nursery), but if
their clients were to find out, and
decide that they can't support such
an awful company, why that might
have a real impact on the treatment
of PCS employees.

PCS clients include: Carson's,
Sears, Target, Kajima (a contractor
at the Mitsubishi site), Paxton's,
Country Companies, Lewis, Yockey
and Brown, and many more.

--Chris M.

houses, and when she asks how much, drive. And finally she can't

they say twenty dollars, flat rate. Stang tg Yirk for a Plac?tthat

For a whole house. About five or S0 gleelully encourages 1Ts . ‘ .

six hours work, at least. She says employees to think they're Hardworklng woman, age 4o, §eek1ng

no thanks. (See? She's starting worthless, and subhuman. So she Toon Oi; S?mliag age forlf“end.shlp'

to get wise.) They finally offer quits. Without nctice. And gets bn erests lnclude pilnochle, music,
ooks, movies, and camping. Write

her pay docked. But she counts the
cost as cheap, since she still has
a vestige of self respect left.

Too many of her fellow employees
didn't.

to promote her to supervisor, at
$4.50/hour plus bonuses if she gets
no complaints at all. None. She
goes for that, only to discover
that the job includes about two
unclocked, unpaid hours of work a
day. Some raise. And she has to
ask for her bonuses, they're not
automatically included, and it
takes them a couple of months to

P.0. Box 936-R, Bloomington, IL 61702.

25 |ty AR B! I

Tell our advertisers
you saw their ad

in the Post-Amerikan

While Jane is not a real person,
all of the events that were de- .
scribed did happen. PCS may even
be more abusive to its employees

N
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HOW MANY -
NEW DRUG ADDICTS HAVE
YOU DELIVERED?

The adjoining ad appeared in The American Journal of
Obstetrics and Gynecology (August-September 1987). At
first glance it looks like a landmark,

courageous enough
to speak against the dangerous routine of pushing
obstetric drugs. Wrong! Not only is this ad
uninterested in condemning this "standard malpractice"--
it has the gall to blame the victims instead! Apparently
street drug usage by women is the only drug problem they
think is associated with the U.S.'s shameful infant
mortality (death) and morbidity (birth defects, birth
damage, and illness) rates.

No drug has ever been proven safe for the unborn.
Period. This widely-accepted statement should be -
included in every anti-drug presentation to school kids.
That means over-the-counter, prescription, and street
drugs from conception on. Anything less is always
playing the odds.

I'd also like to see hospitals show just how much they
care by implementing programs for the prevention of
obstetric drug use. They should have bright, cheery
posters with the caption "Just Say 'No' to Obstetric
Drugs!" Alongside these would be even bigger posters
illustrating the many effective alternatives for
preventing or relieving discomfort. The long list
includes: warmth or cold, massage, upright positions
of the woman's choice, stroking, hugging, acupressure,
deep breathing, relaxation, visualization, kissing and
breast stimulation by her partner, rest, food and drink
as wanted, lots of pillows and other comfort measures,
using orgasmic sounds, the mother's touching the baby's
head as it comes down her vagina, verbal encouragement,
constant companionship and nurturing.

The other really outrageous thing about this ad is the
word order in the sentence "And knowing about it may
prevent problems for you, mother, and baby." Notice

who comes first. Advertisers in medical journals know
their readers. Unfortunately they reinforce the
paternalism, selfishness, and sometimes misogyny (hatred
of women) so-many women complain their obstetricians
display. If we are to retain a few good obstetricians
in our coming mostly-midwifery system, we want them to
be decent and caring, as well as skilled. Ads like this
one are not in the public interest! i

_ - Everrone more-addict
. addstathe:staggering number of drug abusers:
. imoursociety. You, as.a physiciam, are:in-a unique positior to:
‘helpreduce thisnumber: Justask yourpatienta simple-questiorrduring:
’ :AA:hggnnt;a};workup:.Ar&yau‘usingdmgs?‘Asking.aboutdmgusesisno:more.—arr.-’-
~ dnvasiorrof privacy:tham asking-aboutexposure-to Germarrmeasies. ‘It's.
- Justasimportantto her baby's health. And knowing aboutitmay
. preventserious problems:for you, mother; and baby. Help
free this generation—and the:next—trom drugs.
Remember:..

--A Local Birth Activist

You'll never know unless you ask.

‘

- “———\__—_____«“
PARTNERSHIP FOR A DAUG-FREE AMERICA



Reagan turned his back

Page 6

Nov.-Dec. 1987 Post-Amerikan

AIDS didn't just happen

As early as 1981, bDon Francis, a
retrovirologist who directed AIDS
research at the federal Centers for
.Disease Control (CDC) in Atlanta,
suspected that the strange variety of
symptoms seen in gay men were all
caused by "something new, maybe a
retrovirus." But the researchers at
the more prestigious National Insti-
tute of Cancer (NIC) did not listen
to Francis. 1Instead, the NIC held
useless seminars that assumed that
whatever AIDS was, it was not
infectious.

"The bitter truth was that AIDS did
not just happen to America--it was
allowed to happen by an array of
institutions, all of which failed to
perform their appropriate tasks to
safeguard the public health," writes
Randy Shilts in his recently publish-
ed book And the Band Played On:
Politics, People and the AIDS
Epidemic, "This failure of the
system leaves a legacy of unnecessary
suffering that will haunt the Western
world for decades to come."

You keep wishing that Shilts' book
were fiction, like The Andromeda
Strain or some medical sleuth story
with people's lives interwoven with
political deception and scientific
discoveries. But it isn't fiction.
It's a well documented (630 pages),
honestly presented history of our
country's failure to deal with AIDS
until "it was too late to do anything
about it."

No money

Don. Francis had spent the early

.months of 1982 agitating for more

‘money for lab research into the

-epidemic of immune deficiency.

‘Francis wanted to.start injecting
primates to see whether he-could
track down a virus; he wds convinced
that some virus was behind the
disease, and scientists would never
get to controlling it if they didn't
first prove this key point. He
wanted to use chimpanzees because
their immune systems were most like
humans'; chimps also were the most
expensive lab animals. The chief

of the Center for Infectious Disease
had to give Francis the depressing
news on the phone: "There is no
money."

The culprits that Shilts castigates
in his book are many--the Reagan
administration, the federal scienti-
fic and health agencies, the blood-
banking industry, feuding scientists,
the media, some gay leaders.

And the heroces he depicts are people
fighting within and against institu-

tions that did not want to be bothered

with whatever this new disease was
because it was just "a gay problem,"
or affected only "a bunch of drug
addicts."

Through more than 900 interviews and
extensive Freedom of Information
requests to obtain documents, Shilts
shows that the Reagan administration
ordered top public health officials
to tell Congress they did not need
any more money for AIDS even when
they were writing memos to their
supervisors begging for more funds.

The supplemental appropriations bill
of 1982 set the pattern for how
Congress and the Reagan administra-
tion would deal with AIDS for the
next three years. The administration
opposed the extra money, dispatching
its agency chiefs to argue that they
had all the funding they could use.
Once the money was passed by Congress,
however, the administration would not
put itself in the politically in-
delicate position of actually vetoing
it. Ultimately, the money was made
available, usually much later than
the scientists needed it. The Reagan
administration would never ask for it
and insisted it didn't want it, but
the money would be thrust upon the,
government anyway. It was a ritual
of force-feeding.

Shilts points to epidemiological
research that could not be completed
because there was no money for clerks
to tabulate the results of surveys,
to lab work that could not be done
because scientists could not afford

a ventilated hood to pull contami-
nated air out of their laboratory.

Greedy bankers

Some of the sharpest criticism is
directed at the blood-banking indus-
try. Shilts claims that private
blood banks resisted for nearly two
years tests that could have screened
out most infected blood.

Although no test for the AIDS virus
was available until 1985, scientists
knew two years earlier that people
were getting AIDS from blood trans-
fusions and blood-clotting products.
Officials of the CDC urged blood banks®
to screen blood for hepatitis core
antibodies, because a study had shown
that 88 per cent of the blood from
gay AIDS patients-and all the blood
from IV-drug-using AIDS patients
carried the antibodies.

The blood bankers refused, Shilts
says, because such "surrogate test-
ing" for AIDS would be costly and
would force them to seek more blood
donors to make up for the distarded
blood.

Even when a test for the AIDS virus
was developed, the Reagan administra-
tion delayed for two months the
release of $8.4 million that Congress
had appropriated to speed the test to
blood banks.

When the Office of Management and
Budget released the proposed AIDS
budget for the 1986 fiscal year, AIDS
spending was reduced from the current
level of $96 million to $85.5 million.
At the CDC funds would be cut back by
18 percent, to just $18.7 million.

The government's planned appropria-
tion for education aimed specifically

at the gay community was $250,000,
which was to be channeled through the
U.S. Conference of Mayors in an
effort to ensure that no federal
agency was in the business of telling
gays how to perform sodomy safely.
Altogether, not even 5 percent of the
AIDS budget would go to prevention
and education efforts.

Shilts, an openly gay reporter for
the San Francisco Chronicle who has
covered the AIDS epidemic since 1982,
also criticizes the nation's news-
papers and television stations for
ignoring AIDS or only writing about
it when a heterosexual angle could
be found.

"The one institution with the most
blood on its hands," says Shilts, "is
the media. In a democracy, you
depend on the media to tell you
what's going on. I'm not an invest-
igative genius. ' Anybody could have
typed a letter and received half the
documents I have in my book."

The May 1984 memo by Dr. Edward
Brandt, assistant secretary for
health, lifted the camouflage oftf
administration claims that doctors
had all resouxrces they needed. Here
was the Reagan-appointed assistant
himself seeking $56 million in new
AIDS funds for 1984-85. Brandt's
22-page memo was leaked to the
Washington Blade, a gay paper that
specialized in investigative articles
on AIDS funding, and to other major
East Coast papers. The Blade ran the
story on page one. But the eastern
newspapers weren't printing stories
about AIDS, so it was ignored.

Tragic lives

Shilts tells the story of the evolv-
ing epidemic through the lives of the
people who were -caught in it, as

victims, healers, or obstructionists.

‘One .of the ugliest characters in the
book is Gaetan Dugas, a French-
Canadian flight attendant whom epi-
demiologists named "Patient Zero,"
because he is thought to be one of
the first people with AIDS in North
Amerika. Even after he had been
warned that he could be spreading a
lethal disease, '‘Dugas continued to
jet across the continent, frequenting
bath houses and infecting others.

Angered that someone had given him
the disease, which was spreading

-purple lesions across his body, Dugas

would turn up the lights after sex
and say to his amazed partner, "Gay
cancer. Maybe you'll get it, too."
Dugas died in 1984.

One of the most moving portraits is
of Gary Walsh, an Iowan who went to
San Francisco in the 1970s to pioneer
gay psychotherapy. Walsh thought
nothing of his "funny skin rashes" in
1981, when AIDS was still called "gay
cancer." He pulled inside himself
when he realized that he had the same
sickness that felled many of his
friends.

Walsh contemplated suicide but
decided against it, became celibate,
and organized a candlelight march for
people with AIDS that was imitated
across the nation. The book tells of
his final hours when he told his
brother he loved him, and confided to
a colleague: "I finally got it. I
am love and light, and I transform
people just being who I am."

On February 21, 1984, Walsh became
the 164th San Franciscan to die of
AIDS. More than 2,000 have now died
in that city.

Shilts ends his book with the thoughts
of gay activist Cleve Jones, as he
leads a demonstration in front of the
White House in May of 1987: "The
United States, the one nation with
the knowledge, the resources, and the
institutions to respond to the epi-
demic, had failed. And it had failed
because of ignorance and fear, pre-
judice and rejection. The story of
the AIDS epidemic was that simple,”
Cleve felt;"it was a story of bigotry
and ‘'what it could do to a nation."

Reagan speaks

On May 31, 1987, President Ronald
Reagan delivered his first speech
about the epidemic of acquired immune
deficiency syndrome. When he talked
about the victims of the disease,

Reagan mentioned hemophiliacs, trans-
fusion recipients, the spouses of
intraveneous drug users, and even
their children. But he did not even
allude to gay men, the people who
made up over 70 percent of the
nation's AIDS cases. They were also
the people who had done virtually
all the work to secure AIDS research,
education, and prevention programs.
It was as if gays were what was
embarrassing about the epidemic, not
an administration that had done so
little to prevent its spread.

On the day President Ronald Reagan
delivered his first speech about AIDS,
more than 36,000 Americans had been
diagnosed with the disease; over
21,000 had died.

"The legacy of the nation's shame
could be read in the faces that Cleve
always carried in his memory, the
faces of the dead. Cleve could see
those faces now as he led the chant
at the wrought iron gates of the
White House. Tears streamed down his
cheeks as he raised his fist toward

the Oval Office and shouted: 'Shame.
Shame. Shame.'"

--Ferdydurke

And the Band Played On: Politics,

People and the AIDS Epidemic, by
Randy Shilts. St. Martin's Press,
630 pages, $24.95.




