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Overview

This course 13 designed to belp you develop your writing, speaking, and presenting skills at the
beginning of your college career. Through a series of short papers (roughly 800 words in length), you
will explore principles of efiective, direct writing through the accurate use of language, specific
detailed llustration, writer-directed perspective, and audience-directed awareness, appropriate both for
your work in college and in your lives beyond graduation. You will also develop your ability to
respond W the weork of other people s fhe olass, both verbaily and » wishing Through class discussion
and formal written responses. Beth the writing of your own papers and serving as an alert audience for
each other's work are equally maporiant i this class.

The cowrse s organtaod 28 2 writing workshop 10 which all papers wilt be presented oratly 1o the
class as a whole, with copics made for evervene in the room. This will enable us as a class to work
with many examples of various writing strategies and methods dertved from the class itself, while
providing evervess wiks Saly obuieniies w doveits inoir abiltties @ oeat presoniows el anlive
listening. As a class, we'll be ableto see in real tine both what works. on the page and for the room,
what the effect of various writing strategies and styles can be, and what sorts of responses prove useful
and hokpint 1o the work of obars.

My hope is that theough this class you will develop and grow contident in the skills you have a
writer, while ai the same tune learning to appreciate and respect the work and perspective of others/

Kuies and regaiations

Because of the workshop nature of this course, regudar attendance is mandatory. More than a couple
of absences throughout the semester will affect vour finsl grade.

Respoct lor dee dates is slse mandatory, thoush with some Bexibility, Learning fo witle 1o doadbing
and to kesp the mechanics of the workshop working smaoothly is part of the course. How well you keep
up with the prooess will also be part of the final grade.

Active parficipation molaw s oxpectod and el be pert of the final grade.

Evaluation will come in the form of two rounds of onc-on-one conforonces at varions peints i the
semester. As an educator, | am most concerned with what is bappening by the ond of the semester, and
thropgh conforopcss, we will ientify topetbor snd work to impeove whagever steengths and weaknesses
in your wotk scem indicated as vou move from paper to paper. How well vou respond to suggestions
and work o develop your ewn weiting will be part of the final evaluation.

Becanse of the nature of the papors i this cowese, plepiaiun, Lo sealing S words of smwone
else, will be difficult and foolish, but if # occvrs, vou vall a8 the class.

My expectation is that every member of the class will Geat every other momber with respect,
constderation, and thoughifolness, W all have moch o leam From cach other, and part of the final
work for the class will ask veu to think about thet fact.

“You write the best you can, and you take your chances.” Raymond Carver
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