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'Pack the Pit' 
intensity 
he'eded onr 
road trip 

F 
or Thursday night's 
men's basketball gaID;e_ 
against Austin Peay, 
5,039 fans filled Lantz 

Stadium - more than any other 
home game this season. 

And Eastern won by three 
points. 

But now the Panthers will begin 
a four-game road trip, beginning 

. Thursday in undefeated terrritory­
Tennessee Tech - and they won't 
come home again for two long 
weeks. .. 
. �A�f�t�~�r� �;�~�i�l�i�;� �;�~�~�~�g� �~�o�~�t� �~� 
Panther fans miss their team so 
much they will pack the pit once 
again for the Valentine's Day game 
against Murray State? Or will the 
long road trip give those time to 
forget about the No. 2 team in the 
Ohio Valley Conference? 

But maybe the more important 
question is how well the team can 
fare without over 5,000 fans yelling 
"airball" at every sour shot by an 
opponent, heckling and jeering at 
the players. · 

The Panthers are 3-6 on the 
road, taking its lone conference 
road win at Murray State. Eastern 
has the potential to come back to 
LantzArena with a 9-2 record, but 
the worse ca,n. always come true. 

Of course, you have to take into 
consideration that Eastern won for 
the first time at Murray State this 
season, but they have won �j�u�s�~� 50 · · 
percent of all their road games. 
And four other teams have already 

• defeated Murray too. 
But now, how difficult are places 

like Terinessee Tech, Tennessee 
State, Eastern Kentueky and 
Morehead State? ., 

True, Eastern. had to deal with 
these extended road trips before, 
but the results have not been posi­
tive. The Panthers finished 1-3 at . 
the Las Vegas Invitational in 
November. And over the semester 
break, the Panthers finished 0-4 on 
their second four-game road trip. 

Maybe the third time's the 
charm. · 

Tech and Morehead should be 
the most difficult of the games left 
for Eastern on the road. Tech is 7-
0 in the league and 14-4 overall 
while Morehead is tied with 
Eastern's 5-2 OVC record and is 

See ROJEK Page 15 

Men's basketball 

Panthers get much-needed rest 
By Kristin Rojek 
Sports editor 

After two days off from practice 
and competition, the men's basket­
ball team was back on the court 
Monday in preparation for 
Thursday's road game at Tennessee 
Tech. 

Saturday was the first weekend 
the Panthers had off from compe­
tition since the Ohio Valley 
Competition began in December. 

"It went good," head coach 
Rick Samuels said after Monday's 
practice. "I thought we had a good 
concentration level at practice." 

After defeating Austin Peay 70-
73 Thursday in Lantz Arena, the 
team held practice Friday before 
taking the weekend off. To resume 
the intensity in the team from last 
week to Monday's practice, 
Samuels ran a scatter practice. 

"That made them really come 
back and _concentrate," Samuels 
said. "By scatter practice, I mean I 
threw a lot of new things at them." 

think several of them did," 
Samuels said. "That can be rejuve­
nating in itself to go home. And 
the rest of them probably just 
relaxed and watched the football 
games." 

The rest and rejuvenation is 
over, however, and the Panthers 
will spend the next three days 
preparing for the OVC leader, 
Tech. Tennessee Tech holds a per­
fect 7-0 record after recently 
defeating Tennessee State 77-68 
over the weekend. 

'We'll have a good, hard prac­
tice tomorrow," Samuels said. 
"Tech changes defenses a bunch, 
so that's what we've been concen­
trating on. 

They'll be able to concentrate · 
with changes around us constant­
ly." 

While the team's effort and 
concentration throughout practice 
this week will be rigorous, the 
coaching staff wants to be sure not 
to take away from the rest that was 

given to them this weekend. 
And after an intense workout to 

start the week, Samuels could sense 
the rest had done the team some 

. �g�~�o�d�.� 
"The benefit we have is· that 

most of the kids live close enough 
where they could go home, and I 

'We're going to keep our prac­
tices within a reasonable time," 
Samuels said. 'We want to go 
liard, fiii.t we want fo De able to 
have benefited from those extra 
days off and not wear them out 
between now· and Thursday." 

Bill Ruth art/ staff photogFapher 

Junior guard Craig Lewis tries to drive past a pair of Austin Peay 
�~�!�f�e�~�d�e�~� �d�u�r�i�~�g� a �@�~�T�e� �l�~�s�!� �!�~�~�r�s�d�~�f�.�·� Th! �~�a�~�h�e�r�~�r�t�h�i�s�.�p�a�s�t� 
weel<end to rest up for the ·remamcfer of ttie1r fcirriel '."Otrltiuttchif, ' 
Eastern returns to the hardwood for the first time in a week when the 
team faces Tennessee Tech. 

Women's basketball 

Eastern looks for continued·improvement 
By Matt Meinheit 
Staff writer 

Seven games into Ohio Valley 
Conference play, the Eastern women's bas­
ketball team had its first weekend off in a 
month. 

The Panthers (3-15, 2-5) have been play­
ing some of their best basketball in the last 
couple of weeks. Despite losing two of their 
last three games, the Panthers have shown 
improvement from earlier this season. With 
an upset win at Murray State (8-10, 3-5) 

. and lost two late leads against Tennessee­
Matin (4-15, 2-6) and Austin Peay (12-7, 5-
3) Eastern has started to turn some heads in 
the OVC. · 

"We are such a young team, we are 
improving with experience," sophomore 
guard Lauren Dailey said. "We are starting 
to work better as a team and we are begin­
ning to put 40 minutes of good ball togeth-
er. 

,, 

Although the team is playing well, the 
Panthers appreciate the break. Head coach 
Linda Wunder gave her team Saturday and 
Sunday off after a light practice on Friday. 

"It's good timing for us," Wunder said. 
·"We have a few road trips coming up and its 
a nice chance to get our legs back." 

Eastern's next four games are on the road 
as they visit second-place Tennessee Tech 
(13-5, 6-1), last place Tennessee State (2-
14, 1-6), first-place Eastern Kentucky (15-
4, 7-1) and Morehead 

0

State (14-4, 4-3) who 
Eastern beat earlier this season at Lantz 
Arena. 
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Eastern junior Kayla Bloemer (No. 52) and sophomore Ronesha Franklin guard an Austin Peay 
player during a recent home game. The Panthers will travel to Tennessee Tech Thursday. 

"We've got four road games in a row," 
Wunder said. "To put ourselves in a position 
to make the conference tournament, we will 
have to win more games." 

To get those wins, Eastern will have to 
polish up a few aspects of its game. 

"We need to get better at a little bit of 
�e�v�e�r�y�t�h�i�n�g�~�"� Wunder said. "Defense will be 
key and we will need to continue to improve 
at rebounding. We will also have to work on 
converting late in games and get some good 

looks down the stretch." 
With nine games left to play in the OVC, 

the Panthers are looking ahead to the home 
stretch of their season. 

"We're feeling pretty good (about how 
our season is going)," Dailey said. "Now we 
need to start focusing on the games ahead. 
We have two big road trips I think we can 
capitalize on." 
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