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‘Mama’: Sweetly
N ostalgic Tone

'WALTER LAZENBY
IN — Imagine the Waltons
immigrant family living in
. early in this century and
m_uﬂl- ve an inkl olmelmeand
‘effecls ol John Van ‘s
member M ,'* closing Saturday night

hryn Forbes's “Mama's

" Ihe play leatures an

aulhoress-narrator reminiscing about her

mother, a practical, tolerant, loving, and
characle Hum

wise r; the sweelly
nostalgic overall to
Bul Individual lm:h!ml& also are suf-
fused with the tenderer and kindlier
. The audience gels lo agonize
a mother over the decision to put a
ehﬂtls pel to sleep; to smile aﬂmul at
the mother's overcoming the rigidity of
hnﬂﬂ.ll! mﬂlm. byrnunsoi aslralcgem;

ﬂ: flowering of a romance
n a led-be spinster and an
unileﬂ ar
ience sees four children of a
l‘ mwing loward career cholces and
ﬁ. It can take delight In seeing
stutl‘y nunls gllirh flir comeup-
‘pance, hou, appens in
emmeelinn wilh adeath In the family.
However, I suspect that most patrons go

away from (his shaw saying, like the
narrator, “First and foremost, I re-

CHAR|

A Review j

member Mama."

How could one forget such an attractive
character — her too-trusting nature,
m h-erdu:epl.hn

aimed at givi
children a sense of security; her s‘ 'mnm
and spunk in hefd.lughltr to get a
start at writing; l{
woman who scandalizes her si

Who can deny that Katie Suilivan gives a
suh!]y but clearly etched interpretation of

ama — quite a switch from her role in

Whns Afraid of Virginia Wooll?"
Perhaps her best moments are the one in
whlch she mm:nmos @ plan to sneak into

hospital ward and see her sick
daughltra.nd the one in which she tells her
gidest daughter of the death of an older

Maggie Sullivan nearly steals every

scene in which she appears, as Da 7
Nancy Hunt is an impishly effective
Christine; and Sal Viviano gives a smooth

perl'ormance as Nels. Cathy Feltz takes

adult doing the

the challenge of playlng both the girl she is
berlns

umem and the
Bmm K rlml :'Jrry Km%
mana look almost middle-aged,
g]rnldﬂgiresbnchmﬂsagwdly

share of vocal vitality.

Photo by Doo *‘ln

Maggie Sullivan, Katie Sullivan and Brent Krueger in I Remember Mama.’

Gary Shrader gives a stand-oul cameo

performance as the undertaker.
For me, the aunts would have been more

colorful and interesting if they had been
less stereotypical and one-dimensional.
TANG AL POINT: This is a family

show in more ways than one: three

members of Director Sullivan’s family
tread the boards here.
NOTE PERHAPS OF INTEREST:
Though nol a musical, this show first
a m:dnn Broadway underﬂmausplces
Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammers-
teinupmduoers.
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