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.Michael discusses recent OVC departures 
By Adam Tumino 
Sports Editor I @adam_tumino 

The current realignment of the 
OVC is a new experience for East­

! em Athletic Director Tom Mi­
chael. 

The conference had been 12 
schools strong when Michael took 
over at Eastern in 2014, and re­

r mained that way until earlier this 
year. 

The conference is currently at 
10 members, and will drop down 

; to eight on July l, 2022. 
Michael said that it is disap­

pointing to see schools leave the 
conference, but understands they 
had their reasons for doing so. 

"It's disappointing that there's 
been some institutions that h'ave 
left," he said. "I don't think that 
there's any way to get around that. 
We wish that the four institutions 
would still be in our league, but 
for a variety of reasons they've 
chosen to go down a different 
path that they think is better for 
them." 

The shuffling of the OVC be­
gan in January of this year when 
Jacksonville State and Eastern 
Kentucky announced they would 
be leaving for the ASUN Confer­
ence. Both programs left on July 
1, 2021. 

Just two weeks ago, Austin Peay 
also announced it would be leav­
ing the OVC for the ASUN and 
then on Tuesday, Belmont an­
rlbtlntel:l a ttit:M: tb the Missouri 
Valley Conference. 

Both Austin Peay and Belmont 
will officially leave the OVC on 
July 1 of next year. 

Eastern Kentucky had been 
with the OVC since its inception 
in 1948. Austin Peay joined in 

1962, Jacksonville State in 2003 
and Belmont in 2012. 

Michael said that Eastern, 
which joined the OVC in 1996, 
has no intentions of leaving the 
conference. 

"For us, we continue to strong­
ly believe and feel that the Ohio 
Valley Conference is the best place 
for us here at Eastern Illinois," he 
said. 

Michael said that the aim is to 
now work on adding schools to 
the conference, especially schools 
with football programs. The OVC 
will be down to just six football 
teams when Austin Peay leaves, 
the minimum number required 
for a conference to receive an au­
tomatic bid for the FCS Playoffs. 

"I think there's a real need and 
desire for us to figure something 
out with the football piece, some­
thing in regards to the scheduling 
side of things," he said. "That's 
the only sport that is schedul­
ing things six or seven years out, 
and when you all of a sudden have 
holes in your schedule, you're not 
able to fill that. That's why we're 
playing Murray State twice this 
year, because when EKU and Jack­
sonville State left that left some 
holes." 

Michael added that what is 
happening in the OVC is part of 
a larger trend of conference re­
alignment across all of collegiate 
sports. 

Recently, both Texas and Okla­
homa accepted invitations to join 
the SEC while the Big 12 will be 
adding BYU, Cincinnati, Houston 
and UCF. 

"Where does that take every­
body and what is that going to do 
for the future of college athlet­
ics?" Michael said. "I think there's 

"It's disappointing that there's been some institutions that have left. I 
don't think there's any way to get around that. We wish that the four 
institutions would still be in our league, but for a variety of reasons they've 
chosen to go down a different path that they think is better for them:' 

a lot of those questions that are 
sitting there to try and make sure 
we have some competitive balance 
in all of our leagues, to make sure 
that geographically somehow they 
fit, because expenses aren't going 
down. And how do you manage 

those budgets? That's a challenge 
for everybody. It doesn't matter if 
you're at Texas and you have the 
largest budget or you're at another 
institution that doesn't have near­
ly as much." 

Michael also said that he be-

-Tom Michael 
lieves Eastern looks forward to 
playing a role in the future of the 
OVC, whatever that future may 
hold. 

Adam Tumino can be reached at 581-
2812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu. 

Domercant named head coach of Windy City Bulls 
By Adam Tumino 
Sports Editor I @adam_tumino 

Former Eastern star Henry Do­
mercant was named the head coach 
of the Windy City Bulls, the G 
League affiliate of the Chicago 
Bulls, earlier this week. 

Domercant had been an assis­
tant with the Windy City Bulls 
starting in 2018 until last season, 
when served as the Player Develop­
ment Coordinator with the Chica­
go Bulls. 

He also served as an assistant 
coach with the Maine Red Claws, 
the Boston Celtics' G League affil­
iate in the 201 7-18 season. 

A story from NBA.com quot­
ed Bulls Executive Vice President 
of Basketball Operations Arturas 
Karnisovas, who said that he thinks 
Domercant is an ideal fit for the 
job. 

"Internal growth within our or­
ganization is important to us. It is 
clear that Henry has been preparing 
for this opportunity for a long time 
and has proven that his passion for 
the game, commitment to player re­
lationships and development, and 
basketball IQ make him the ideal 
candidate to lead our G League pro­
gram. And being a hometown guy 
makes it extra special," he said. 

Domercant also was quoted in 
the story, expressing his excitement 
to take on a new role in the organi­
zation. 

"As a lifelong Chicagoland guy, 

DOMERt:ANT AT EASTERN 

2,602 points: Most in Eastern and OVC history, 39th 
in NCAA Division I history 

2002 OVC Player of the Year: Led conference with 
26.4 points per game that season, ranking second in 
the nation 

Two single-season scoring records: Has top two 
highest-scoring seasons in Eastern history, as well as 
the fifth highest-scoring season 

the Chicago Bulls franchise has al­
ways been special to me and I'm 
grateful to the organization for the 
opportunity to lead the Windy City 
Bulls," he said. 

Domercant came to Eastern in 
1999, and by the time he left in 
2003, he had become one of the 
best players in Eastern and OVC 
history. 

His 2,602 points are the most in 
conference history and the most of 
any Eastern player by a margin of 
676 points. 

After averaging 9. 3 points per 
game as a freshman, Domercant 
scored 22.8, 26.4 and 27.9 points 
per game over the next three sea­
sons, finishing second in the nation 
in scoring as a junior and senior. 

He was just the 11th player in 
Division I history to rank in the top 
five in the nation in scoring three or 

more times. 
He was named OVC Player of 

the Year in 2002 and was named 
first team All-OVC in each of his 
last three seasons. 

After Eastern, Domercant played 
overseas in Turkey, Greece, Italy and 
Russia from 2003 to 2015, winning 
multiple titles in various leagues. 

He then returned to the U.S. to 
play a season with the Idaho Stam­
pede of the NBA Development 
League, now the G League. 

He signed with a team in Roma­
nia in 2017, but left the team be­
fore appearing in a game. 

Domercant was inducted into the 
Athletic Hall of Fame in 2009 and 
had his number 44 retired by East­
ern in 2013. 

Adam Tumino can be reached at 581-
2812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu. 
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Former Eastern player Henry Domercant poses with his family on the court 
in Lantz Arena during his number retirement ceremony on Feb. 16, 20T3. 


