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STAFF EDITORIAL

Keep your 1vy,
Panthers have
pride aplenty

“Eastern is the Harvard of the Midwest.”

This is a punchline that gets thrown around a
lot on campus. OK, we know Eastern isnt Har-
vard. However, we dean up pretty nicely ourselves.
As four of the six members of the Editorial Board
prepare to face the snaring, jagged-toothed beast
that is the real world, we realize how fortunate we
wete to attend an institution like Eastern.

1) Less Money, Mo’ problems ... unless
you're Eastern.

We're a remarkably resourceful school, consid-
ering with the limited funds we receive, Eastern’s
total appropriation from the state for Fiscal Year
2012 is $46.9 million — and the state still owes us
$24 million as of last Friday: Eastern also makes
due with the lowest general-revenue funding per
full-time-equivalent student, even though the uni-
versity has the second-highest graduation rate
and the highest freshman-to-sophomore reten-
tion rate in the state. Our Financial Aid office has
even stepped up its game. This semester, the state
of lllinois moved up the MAP grant deadline from
March 13 to March 25 — causing a number of stu-
dents to miss out on the need-based grant. Since
then, the financial aid office has been Worldng
with students to find other sources of funding to
offset their grant loss.

2) Our teachers = 2 Legit 2 Quit.

In December, English professor David Raybin
was recognized as the 2011 Illinois Professor of the
Year by the Carnegie Foundation for the Advance-
ment of Teaching and the Council for Advance-
ment and Support of Education.

Some of our professors even get recognized on
an international scale, Last December, biological
sciences professor Gary Fritz presented his docu-
mentary “Piedra Roja.” At IN-EDIT Internation-
al Film and Music Documentary Festival in San-
tiago, Chile, Fritz' documentary was chosen to be
its inaugural film over Martin Scorsese’s film on
George Harrison. Eastern > Martin Scorsese. Yeah,
we're not going to complain about that.

3) We host influential figures on campus.

This year, the university hosted holocaust sur-
vivor Eva Mozes Kor, Guogiang Yang, the consul
general of the People’s Republic of China in Chi-
cago, and Jim Edgar, just to name a few. Not too
shabby for one of the smallest universities in the
state.

4) Wheo runs the world? Eastern students
(will, soon enough).

Every year, Eastern sends several students
to the National Conferences on Undergradu-
ate Research, a yearly multi-disciplinary confer-
ence where students have the opportunity to pres-
ent research topics to other faculty and students
in their field. Approximately 2,500 undergradu-
ates present at NCUR each year. Eastern regularly
sends an impressively outsized delegation relative
to its size, outnumbering larger schools like the
University of Illinois.

5) We have a Renewable Energy Center.

No bigdeal ... oh wait, it is. Eastern is receiv-
ing national attention for the Renewable Ener-
gy Center; which opened on Oct. 7, 2011. Most
recently, Eastern was recognized as a part of The
Princeton Review’s Guide to 322 Green Co]leges.

So we may not be Harvard. But thats OK.. We
are, quite proudly, EIU.
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COLUMN

This is the end of the dance, beginning of the ball

A bittersweet feeling SWeeps OVer me as
I finish my last week of classes as a college
student. I'm excited to see where this new
chapter of my life will take me, bur at the
same time [ am absolutely terrified.

I have been a student at Eastern for five
years. Eastern has become more of a home
to me than my actual home.

I have made the best of friends dur-
ing my college career and have learned a
wealth of knowledge, not only from my
classes, but by working at The Daily East-
ern News.

Having the steady occupation of “stu-
dent” is all T have known since I was a lit-
tle kid. Now that I'm graduating, I can’t
help burt ask myself, “What's nexc?”

I have been in denial most of the semes-
ter that I'm actually graduating and have
given mysclf the occasional anxiety attack
over it.

When someone would want to talk to
me about graduating, I would just shrug

Samantha Bilharz

it off like it didn’t bother me, but inside 1
was freaking out.

However, I now know that, despite
my denial, graduation day is still fast ap-
proaching and I have to put on that blue
cap and gown and strut my stuff (without
falling flat on my face onstage in front of
hundreds of people of, course).

So as of now, I'm starting to accept my
new-found adultness and look at all the
positives that will come from graduating
college.

No, I will not be able to see my friends

every day, go to class in sweatpants or

eat my weight in Chubby sticks, but I
will have a college degree that I worked
my burtt off for and hopefully a new,
bright and shiny job as a reporter (fingers
crossed).

I have friends who have already gradu-
ated say that “the real world sucks.” But
I don't think it has to be that way. Your
life is what you make of it and I intend to
make my life after college just as memora-
ble as my life was in college.

The fun doesn’t have to stop just be-
cause you have graduated.

So for all of you who are graduating and
feel the same way as I did, stop worrying!
Embrace the unknown and dive deep into
your future career, just like you once dove
deep into the unknown of college.

Samantha Bilharz is a senior journalism major.
She can be reached atr 581-7942
or DENgpinions@gmail. com.
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COLUMN

Media latches on to ‘man owns dog,’ ignores issues

While it’s difficult to measure what Pres-
ident Obama thinks abourt his reelection
chances, as I said last week, the art of dis-
traction plays to a certain advantagc for his
campaign, given the simple fact that the
media will jump on just about every story
that comes its way.

Anyone remember the story that came
out of Sarah Palin’s early television inter-
views and her mention of Alaska’s proximi-
ty to Russia? Palin, while discussing foreign
policy, stated that an Alaskan island sits
within view of Russian territory.

It was hardly an instance of lasting im-
portance beyond the 2008 election, except
thar it gained immortaliry thanks to Tina
Fey’s impersonation on Saturday Night
Live, when she parodied Palin as saying,
“And I can see Russia from my house.”

The comedy sketch received enough re-
play on the television circuit to obtain
meme status in relation to Palin’s abilities
and experience, and likely played a role in
forming the public’s negative image of Pal-
in. The value this case held in the overall
discourse in 20087 Nil.

However, this sideshow played a role in
characterizing a candidate, and might not
have reached its meme status were it not
for media attention. This is not to say that
the media attention was a bad thing in of
itself, but it is important for sources of in-
formation and commentary to differentiate
between whart is relevant and irrelevant.

Letters to the editor can be submitted at any time
Editor to be published in The Daily Eastern News.

The DEN's policy is to run all letters that are not libelous or potentially harmful.

They must be less than 250 words.

Greg Sainer

Take the recent “Dog-gate” stories, as |
like to call it, involving both Romney and
Obama.

In a 2007 Boston Globe story, the Rom-
neys’ dog, Seamus, was described as being
placed in his traveling kennel and strapped
to the top of the family car. Seamus, how-
ever, apparently became either so excit-
ed or so distressed that he had an accident,
leading to Romney having to make an un-
scheduled roadside stop to hose down the
cage and car.

Although the Romneys’ claim this in-
cident only happened once, the story has
gotten more traction than one might ex-
pect. According to The Huffington Post, the
New York Times opinions page has men-
tioned the dog “more than a hundred times
in the last year,” and a Public Polic:yr Poll-
ing survey found 35 percent of voters were
less likely to vote for Romney because of
the incident.

The favorability advantage would seem
to go to Obama over this story alone,

on any topic to the Opinions
Buzzard Hall.

were it not for Daily Caller columnist Jim
Treacher finding a passage in Obama’s

own biography, “Dreams from My Father,”
about being fed dog meat by his stepfa-
ther while living in Indonesia. The sto-

ry gained its own traction among conser-
vatives and for a brief time on Twitter with
the hashtag trend “#ObamaDogRecipes”
garnering notice from the media and a sud-
den reaction from Romney-bashing Dem-
ocrats who questioned the story’s relevancy
to the campaign.

Surprisingly, I like to think the entire
point to Treacher revealing Obama’s sup-
posedly cultural experience of eating dog
meat was to point out the distracting na-
ture of stories such as this.

What does the treatment of dogs have to
do with the fact that our economy is still
attempting to fully recover, or that the na-
tional debt has increased at a higher rate
than during the eight years under George
W. Bush?

None whatsoever, except to create a neg-
ative characterization of Romney. In the
end though, all of this only serves to pro-
vide an ADD-esque distraction from the
real issues of the election, which is neither
beneficial nor helpful to voters and pun-

dits alike.

Greg Sainer is a senior communication studies
major. He ean be reached ar 581-7942
or DENspinions@gmail.com.

Letters to the editor can be brought in with identification to The DEN at 1811
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