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BASEBALL | PLAYER SPOTLIGHT

AUDREY SAWYER | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Eastern senior center fielder Ryan Lindquist (right in left photo) and freshman right fielder Zach Borenstein (right) have picked up the slack when senior center fielder Brett Nommensen
was injured April 10 against Tennessee Martin. Lindquist took Nommensen’s position in center field, while Borenstein is now hitting leadoff.

STAR’S REPLACEMENTS TAKE ON TOUGH TASK

Borenstein, Lindquist
use different skills

to pick up slack after
Nommensen’s injury

By COLLIN WHITCHURCH
Assistant Sports Editor

“There really is no replacing
Brett Nommensen.”

Zach Borenstein and Ryan
Lindquist both expressed those
sentiments about the Eastern base-
ball team’s star center fielder, who
was injured April 10 and has been
out of the lineup since.

The irony of that statement is
both Borenstein and Lindquist’s
roles are to do just that, replace

Nommensen.

Lindquist, a senior from Hin-
sdale, took over the job in center
field after Nommensen’s injury.

He is familiar with the role,
however, as he served as a regular
starting outfielder for the Panthers
last season.

Lindquist provides amazing
range for the Panthers in cen-
ter field, tracking down balls and
making diving or leaping catches
on several occasions.

Eastern head coach Jim Schmitz
said that is what they expect out of
Lindquist, and the hitting he has
provided has been a boost.

“His work offensively has been
a plus,” Schmitz said. “His ability
to drive the ball the other way has
been great. We tweaked his swing

a lictle bit, and he’s been gelling.”

While Lindquist became a reg-
ular starter this season after Nom-
mensen’s injury, Borenstein has
been the Panthers’ starting right
fielder almost all season.

The position he has had to take
over in Nommensen’s place, how-
ever, has been at the top of the
order.

The left-handed hitting fresh-
man from Buffalo Grove started
the season hitting near the bot-
tom of the order in either the six
or seven spot.

But with Nommensen, the
team’s usual leadoff hitter, out,
Borenstein has stepped in and
excelled. He hit .325 during the
Panthers’ recent 10-game home
stand and led the team with 15

runs scored.

Schmitz said while Borenstein
was always known for his pow-
er hitting ability coming out of
high school, he has been most
impressed with his ability to get
on base.

“(Borenstein) came to us as a
slugging shortstop out of high
school,” Schmitz said. “I dont
think he got too many walks in
high school. He’s made the adjust-
ment by getting on base and scor-
ing runs.”

Borenstein — who walked a
team-high eight times during the
home stretch — said he does not
feel any pressure batting leadoff
because the lineup behind him is
so strong.

“I've  got eight

other guys

behind me that are going to get on
base and get the job done if I get
out,” he said. “I don’t change any-
thing. I've just been trying to stay
focused on what’s been successful
for me and it’s been working.”

For Lindquist, the task has been
working on his hitting. He hit
.264 last year in 55 games and has
jumped up to .366 this year in 37
games, including 29 starts.

“I worked a couple weeks ago
with (Schmitz and assistant coach
Sean Lyons) and tweaked my
swing a little bit,” Lindquist said.
“I've just been focusing on going
out there and doing my job and
trying to help us win.”

Collin Whitchurch can be reached
at 581-7944 or cfwhitchurch@eiu.edu.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE OHIO VALLEY CONFERENCE
Eastern senior Carrie Riordan follows through on her swing at last
weekend’s Ohio Valley Conference Tournament in London, Ky.

WOMEN’S GOLF | SEASON RECAP

Riordan leads golf highlights

Senior wins first ever
individual title at OVC’s

By DAN CUSACK
Staff Reporter

Senior golfer Carrie Riordan fin-
ished her season with a bang, becom-
ing the first womens golfer in the
Ohio Valley Conference era to win an
individual conference championship
in Eastern history.

Riodan shot a 14-over-par 230,
with a 77 the final day of the three-
round tournament to win the title.

Riordan, like the rest of the wom-
en’s golf team, got better as the spring
season went on.

The Panthers began the season
March 15 with the Samford Invita-
tional finishing 11th place out of 15
teams. Senior Michelle Anderson fin-
ished in a tie for 21st place shooting a
team low of 13-over-par 157.

That would be the last time the
Panthers would finish out of the top
10 in any event.

They followed the Saluki Invita-
tional with an eighth place finish of
15 teams at the Bradley Classic, and
a seventh-place finish in the Bradley

Classic out of 14 teams.

The lone win of the spring season
was a first place finish at the Loyola
(Chicago) Invitational April 11-13.
Eastern defeated six other teams,
with four players finishing in the top
10 including Riordan, junior Katie
Imburgia, Anderson and junior Jay-
mie Voorhees.

In the OVC Championship, East-
ern finished in fifth place of eight
teams, one shot behind Morehead
State and Tennessee Tech who tied for
third place.

Imburiga said though the scores
do not show it, the team was play-
ing well. She said the team improved
throughout the year and nerves might
have been a factor.

“When we found out about the
scores, we were all kind of disappoint-
ed and thought about a stroke we
could have taken off here of there,”
Imburgia said. “But every person in
the tournament could have said the
same thing, even (Riordan), and she
won. So it’s not what we would have
hoped, but our scores are our scores.”

Anderson said it was tough this
spring because they did not get good
weather until the conference champi-
onship, but she thinks the team did a

good job this spring.

“It’s disappointing we did not fin-
ish higher in the conference tourna-
ment, but I think we all played well,”
Anderson said. “We look back and
the four upperclassmen all did a good
job in a tournament and played well
throughout the year. It was unfortu-
nate we could not all get it together
except in the Loyola Tournament.”

Riordan had her first brush with
the top 10 in the tournament lead-
ing up to the OVC Championship,
with a third place finish at Loyola,
three strokes behind the winner, Indi-
ana-Purdue Indianapolis senior Lau-
ren Kuss.

“My goal from the beginning of
the year was to win the conference
tournament,” Riordan said. “It feels
great to reach what I accomplished.”

Imburgia said it will be difficult to
replace Riordan and Anderson next
season, but she is confident they will
be alright next season with returning
players and the ones coming in.

“T have high hopes for next year,”
Imburgia said. “We should be pretty
solid.”

Dan Cusack can be reached at 581-
7944 or at dscusack@eiu.edu.
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SPORTS

KEVIN MURPHY

Baseball

alums coach

in majors

Kevin Seitzer has returned to
the place he once played.

Seitzer, the Kansas City Roy-
als hitting coach, played for the
Royals from 1987-1992.

The former Eastern baseball
player is trying to help the Roy-
als climb out of the cellar of the
American League Central Divi-
sion and post their first winning
season since 2003.

The Royals (9-9) finished
fourth in the division, which was
their highest finish since 2003.

Seitzer wants to challenge the
Royals this season.

“It’s a good situation,” he said.

Seitzer said his main focus was
on helping the team increase its
on-base percentage.

He said the Royals worked
hard in spring training, and he’s
trying to establish a founda-
tion so they can become a better
team.

But for Seitzer, who was an
All-Star for the Royals in 1987,
it's a humbling experience.

“Any time you get to work at
this level, it’s very rewarding,” he
said. “It’s very rewarding to win.”

The goals are the same at any
level, Seitzer said.

That includes making the
playoffs, advancing into the post-
season and winning the World
Series.

The Red Sox (12-6) will look
to Tim Bogar, another former
Eastern baseball player, this sea-
son.

Last season, Bogar helped
the Tampa Bay Rays reach the
World Series as the team’s third
base coach.

The Red Sox are coming off a
sweep of the Yankees.

While there are no major
league players in MLB, there are
coaches.

And these coaches have chanc-
es to help take these teams to the
postseason.

Kevin Murphy can be reached at
581-7944 or kimurphy@eiu.edu.

NATIONAL SPORTS

NBA PLAYOFFS
Game 5: Chicago at Boston |
6 p.m. on TNT/CSN

MLB
St. Louis at Atlanta |
6 p.m.on FSN

NBA PLAYOFFS
Game 5: Dallas at San Anto-
nio |
8:30 p.m.on TNT

MLB
Chicago Cubs at Arizona |

BASEBALL | EASTERN VS. MISSOURI

Mizzou could help resumeé

Win over Big Xll foe
could help NCAA bid

By COLLIN WHITCHURCH
Assistant Sports Editor

The Eastern baseball team is
growing accustomed to competing
with big programs.

The Panthers (32-9) have beaten
four teams currently in the top three
of a major conference. They beat Illi-
nois Urbana-Champaign, currently
tied for first in the Big Ten, Indiana,
currently tied for third in the same
conference, and Oklahoma, which
is in second in the Big XII and has
been ranked as high as No. 10 in the
nation this season. They also beat
South Florida, which leads the Big
East with a 15-3 conference record.

All of these wins boost the Pan-
thers NCAA resumé, which is
important in the event that they
fail to secure the Ohio Valley Con-
ference’s automatic bid, which goes
to the winner of the OVC Tourna-
ment.

“I’s amazing how fortunate we
are,” Eastern head coach Jim Schmitz
said. “We play good teams, happen
to beat them, and the domino effect
of them winning helps us out.”

The Panthers get another chance
for a “resumé-builder” when they
take on the Big XII's Missouri at
6:30 p.m. today in O’Fallon, Mo.
The Tigers (24-21) are 11-10 in the
Big XII on the season and sit in sixth
place in their conference.

Freshman right fielder Zach
Borenstein said the team, admitted-
ly, gets more excited for games like
these, but their big game experience
makes them confident going in.

“We know it’s a big game for us,”
said Borenstein, who hit .375 during
the Panthers’ three-game sweep of
Southern Illinois-Edwardsville last
weekend. “I think with the team we
have, we've already played schools
with big names so we don’t psyche
ourselves out.”

Senior Brian Morrell will take the

AUDREY SAWYER | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Senior shortstop Jordan Kreke runs home during the Eastern baseball team’s game against Southern Illinois-
Edwardsville Saturday at Coaches Stadium. The Panthers play Missouri at 6:30 p.m. today in O’Fallon, Mo.

mound for the Panthers, and Mor-
rell is no stranger to games against
big programs. The 6-foot-7 right-
hander started Eastern’s 5-1 victo-
ry against the Fighting Illini April
14 in Champaign and allowed only

one run on two hits in five innings
of work, earning a no-decision.

He is 3-1 with a 4.46 ERA this
season in 19 appearances, including
four starts.

Schmitz said having a pitcher like

Morrell, who is a reliable midweek
starter and also the team’s first arm
out of the bullpen during the week-
end, is valuable.

» SEE RESUME, PAGE 9

MEN’S GOLF | OVC TOURNAMENT UPDATE

Rough first day at OVC Tournament

Panthers sit in ninth
after day one
in Muscle Shoals, Ala.

By NEIL SCHNEIDER
Staff Reporter

The Eastern men’s golf team
is in ninth place with a score of
33-over-par after the first round
of play at the Ohio Valley Con-
ference Tournament in Muscle
Shoals, Ala.

The event is being held at the
par-72 Fighting Joe Course, and
the Eastern men teed off at 8 a.m.
Monday.

The Panthers sit seven strokes
behind the eighth place team,
Morehead State, which finished
26-over-par. Seventh place Tennes-
see State finished 25-over-par.

Sophomore Francisco Cherizo-

DAY ONE RESULTS

1. Murray State - 289 (+1)

2. Austin Peay - 298 (+10)

3. Jacksonville State - 299 (+11)
4. Eastern Kentucky - 304 (+16)
5.Tennessee Tech - 309 (+21)

6. Tennessee-Martin - 311 (+23)
7.Tennessee State - 313 (+25)
8. Morehead State - 314 (+26)
9. Eastern lllinois - 320 (+32)

Second round begins today at 8 a.m.
Live stats available on OVCSports.com.

la leads the way for the Panthers
by shooting three-over-par, put-
ting him in 11th place overall.
Freshman Gino Parrodi is close
behind with a seven-over-par per-
formance.

Parrodi came into the OVC
Tournament averaging a score of
74.9 through 23 rounds and 1,723

strokes, which was good enough

for second on the team.

Parrodi is just behind senior
Martt Bird, who is averaging 74.3
on the year.

Cherizola is five strokes behind
the leader, Hunter Hawkins of
Jacksonville State, who shot a one-
under 71 in the first round.

He began the front nine with
birdies on holes one and nine, but
bogeyed four holes on the back
nine.

Cherizola said the wind really
began to pick up speed at the con-
clusion of the ninth hole.

He said he was pleased with the
way he drove the ball but would
like to improve his putting in day
two.

“The greens were really fast and
difficult, but I think I did well
making them,” he said. “I strug-
gled with putting, which is some-
thing I will focus more on heading

into (Tuesday’s) round.”

Senior Matt Davis said the
wind was a problem as well, but
said the team’s problems were with
putting.

“I felt T hit the ball well, but
the putts were really tricky and I
missed a lot of close ones,” Davis
said.

Eastern head coach Mike Mon-
cel said the priority for day two of
the tournament will be to improve
the squad’s handling of the greens
on the course.

“As a group, we struggled with
the greens, especially with the fac-
tor of speed that these greens had,”
he said.

The Panthers begin second
round action today and the tour-
nament will conclude Wednesday.

Neil Schneider can be reached at
581-7944 or jnschneider@eiu.edu.

EASTERN SPORTS SCHEDULE

MEN'’S GOLF
Tuesday at OVC Tournament |
All Day — Muscle Shoals, Ala.

BASEBALL
Tuesday vs. Missouri
6:30 p.m. - O’Fallon, Mo.

MEN'’S GOLF
Wednesday at OVC Tournament |
All Day — Muscle Shoals, Ala.

SOFTBALL
Wednesday at SE Missouri
5 p.m. - Cape Girardeau, Mo.

BASEBALL
Wednesday vs. SIU-Carbondale
6:30 p.m. — Mattoon
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