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AWARD SHOW INTERESTS

By Stephanie Markham

Verge Editor

After lacing up her tennis shoes 

and tying her bowtie, Ellen Dege-

neres walks down a street lip-sync-

ing to a Fitz & �e Tantrums song 

while dozens of men and women in 

matching suits dance in �ash-mob 

style behind her.

�is was the scene enacted in 

the trailer released back in De-

cember advertising the Oscars and 

boasting the vitality and charm of 

this year’s host.

�e Oscars, more formal-

ly known as the Academy Awards, 

will air at 6 p.m. Sunday on ABC.

Despite Degeneres’ wide range 

of appeal, though, many people in 

the younger crowd will not be tun-

ing in simply because going to the 

movies is last on their to-do list.

Michael Livingston, a se-

nior music perfor-

mance major, 

said he 

doesn’t watch Degeneres’ talk show 

regularly, but he thinks she is a 

good entertainer.

“I think it will be a fun round 

of Oscars because she’s a fun per-

son,” he said. “She’s a good televi-

sion host and she knows how to en-

tertain people, and that’s probably 

why she was chosen to host.”

Livingston said he doesn’t watch 

much TV or many movies because 

he constantly is focused on rehears-

ing his music and completing his 

schoolwork.

“I just don’t have much time, 

and what free time I do have I ei-

ther catch up on something or try 

to get ahead or I’m just hanging 

with friends,” he said.

He said he watched the Oscars 

with his family before college, but 

they never got too into who won or 

lost.
�e categories he does pay at-

tention to, though, are the music 

categories.
Livingston said he hopes “Fro-

zen” will win for the song “Let It 

Go” nominated in the Best Origi-

nal Song category.

He said he has heard compari-

sons between the music in “Frozen” 

with the music in “�e Lion King,” 

and though he wouldn’t say one is 

better because they are di�erent 

styles, Livingston agrees both were 

signi�cant.

“As far as music goes, it can 

make or break a movie,” he said. “I 

would de�nitely say music made 

or is very large part of what made 

both ‘�e Lion King’ and ‘Fro-

zen.’” 
Wen Chang, a sophomore el-

ementary education major, also 

agreed that Degeneres would make 

an entertaining host, but she said 

she likely would not watch because 

she thinks the awards are too com-

petitive and do not focus on the 

right attributes.

“When you think of categoriz-

ing, it’s more of everyone thinks 

this person is perfect or he deserves 

to be the most important winner, 

but I feel like we’re all winners no 

matter what we do with �lms or 

music because it shows that we’re 

still working to improve the world,” 

she said.
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ON THE VERGE 
Check out a look at what students are do-
ing for the upcoming Academy Awards 
on Sunday in this week’s �e Verge.
Page 1B

DOWN, BUT NOT OUT

WWW.DAILYEASTERNNEWS.COM

Eastern’s women’s basketball team falls to 
Tennessee-Martin �ursday, 93-69, but still 
has an opportunity to make it into the OVC 
tournament.
 Page 8
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Terricka Christian, a senior organizational professional development major, writes a letter expressing the appreciation she feels for the instruc-
tors she has met during her time at Eastern during Philanthropy Day Thursday in the Bridge Lounge of the Martin Luther King Junior Univer-
sity Union. Students were invited to write letters or make videos discussing their experiences at Eastern before graduating. Christian said her 
experience was one that inspired her to reach out to students who face financial and academic issues while attempting to receive a college 
education. “The help is out there,” she said. “You just have to go for it.”

Students write letters; reflect on Eastern experiences

By Jack Cruikshank & Jason Howell
Sta� Editors | @DEN_News

The Council on University Planning and 
Budget subcommittee for business a�airs met 
�ursday and discussed ways which the uni-
versity might be able to save money in the fu-
ture as opposed to cutting speci�c areas.

�e group discussed the possibility of elim-
inating certain positions which are responsi-
ble for entering data into various technolog-
ical systems. 

Cynthia Nichols, the director of the O�ce 
of Civil Rights and Diversity, said she sees ar-
eas where the consolidation of those who en-
ter data could prove useful.

“�e possible e�ciencies would be there are 
currently people who enter data in the various 
softwares related to the (University) Founda-
tion and there are people in athletics involved 
in fundraising,” Nichols said.

She went on to suggest there could be 
“some duplication of e�ort that could possi-
bly be streamlined.”

 Dave Emmerich, an IT manager within the 
information technology services, said there are 
di�erent services for each department. 

“The reality is, there are a lot of services 
provided unique to each department,” Emm-
erich said. “Does that mean we need every-
one? I don’t know, but we do need the ser-
vices.”

Jack Cruikshank & Jason Howell can be reached 
at 581-2812 or dennewsdesk@gmail.com.

By Jarad Jarmon
Associate News Editor | @ JJarmonReporter

The Apportionment Board voted and ap-
proved the FY2015 budgets for the AB, the 
University Board, Student Government and 
the Student Recreational Center �ursday. 

AB was provided $500,000 dollars from 
projected student fees for the next school year. 
Combined, all four of the budgets equal to 
$498,918, which leaves $1,082. This mon-
ey will be appropriated into the emergency 
funds. 

The overall budget will be presented at 
the next Student Senate meeting at 7 p.m. 

Wednesday in the Arcola-Tuscola Room in the 
Martin Luther King Jr. University Union. It 
will then be tabled for March 19 at the same 
time and place to then be voted on. If AB’s 
proposal is denied, AB will then have to go 
back and rework it to please the senate. 

Each of the budgets requests asked for no 
increase or decrease from the previous year, 
FY2014 other than UB who asked for an over-
all increase of $4,030. 

The AB budget and Rec went unattested, 
but there was confusion and argument be-
tween the AB members on the student govern-
ment budget and the UB budget. 

Kevin Savage, the student dean of graduate 

school, had issue with roughly 57 percent of 
the budget going to scholarships for the stu-
dent government executive board. $25,000 is 
divvied out to the executive board.

Savage, a graduate business major, said he 
though it was too much money for amount 
given to the government  

“I don’t understand the sense of spend-
ing half of their budget paying for these stu-
dent tuition,” Savage said. “I think that mon-
ey would be better spent serving the student 
community. I understand it is a di�cult tax-
ing position, but personally I think it is a lit-
tle much.”

While AB did look at each line item, they 

are only tasked with saying whether a budget 
needs to be decrease, increase or stay the same. 

Student Senate decides on the status of the 
scholarships given out to the executive board 
every three years.  �e senate will be deciding 
next year on the scholarship line item. 

�e UB was also contested warranting a sec-
ond vote within the meeting after a longer dis-
cussion on the line item, Ideas and Issues. �e 
Ideas and Issues line item requested a $9,450 in-
crease for Nev Schulman, the director of “Cat-
�sh,” a documentary about online dating, to vis-
it Eastern’s campus. �is accounted for much of 
the increase to the overall budget.

AB approves 4 budgets for new fiscal year

BUDGETS, page 5 

CUPB group 
explores new 
savings areas

Climatologist advises against traveling this weekend

By Jarad Jarmon
Associate News Editor | @JJarmonReporter

Eastern students might want to rethink 
their weekend plans, especially if it involves 
traveling. 

Cameron Craig, Eastern climatologist 
and geography professor, advised against it 
especially with the expected precipitation 
during the weekend. 

As of Thursday afternoon, Craig said a 

snowstorm is expected to move in on Sun-
day blanketing Charleston in 2 to 4 inch-
es of snow. 

This is excluding the ice expecting to 
come on Saturday. 

In the afternoon on Saturday, Charleston 
can expect a mix of rain and sleet, which 
could cause major problems on the road. 
Craig said Charleston community members 
could expect “black ice” across the roads. 

While there will surely be precipitation 
over the weekend, Craig said it is unclear 
what might fall on Sunday. Craig said it 
could be a mix of sleet and snow or main-
ly just snow. 

TRAVEL, page 5 

Snowstorm expected 
to hit Charleston 
for Sunday

Snow fall so far for February

*EXCLUDES EXPEC TED 2-4 INCHES SUNDAY

Snow fall so far for FebruarySnow fall so far for February
February 2014

4.3 inches on 
yearly average

14.6 inches so far

November - March: 

24 inches on average

 
38.2 inches this year



Snow/Rain Mix
High: 32°
 Low: 26°

Partly Coudy
High: 35°
Low: 20°

TODAY SATURDAY
Local weather

For more weather visit castle.eiu.edu/weather.
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The 2014 Summer Schedule
will be in the 

Daily Eastern NewsT
H

E

March 4th edition of
Make 

sure to 
pick up 

your 
copy!

FRESH!
www.eiufreshvoices.com

NOW 
ONLINE

Then check out our new site

Read about our campus 
through fresh news and 
defferent perspectives!

City prepares to fix roads after winter
By James Bateman
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News

The city of Charleston is pre-
pared to repair the damage to roads 
that have cropped up as a result of a 
harsh winter.

However, Curt Buescher, the di-
rector of public works, said the city 
will not be able to patch all the pot-
holes and cracks that might have ap-
peared over the winter.

Buescher said if any potholes do 
show up they will fix the problem 
by patching the ruptures with cold 
mix and concrete patching on af-

fected streets. 
“We will repair the streets that are 

in the annual program as planned 
and reprioritize the streets and the 
multi-year program based on the re-
evaluated condition of the streets 
after this winter like we do every 
year,” Buescher said. 

Because of the intensity of this 
year’s winter, unfortunately not all 
the streets will be worked on be-
cause there is not enough money in 
the city budget. 

The city spent $20,171 on cold 
mix for potholes in 2013 and cur-
rent projections suggest it will spend 

$25,000 for the current �scal year. 
“We are watching the expenses go 

up and will project at the end of the 
fiscal year (the) expense as we get 
closer to April 30, 2014,” Buescher 
said.  “The pothole and patching 
has to be done so we will re-allocate 
funds as necessary to make sure the 
potholes are �lled.”

Potholes also cost motorists, who 
pay $2,000 or more on average over 
the life of their vehicle. Motorists 
spend $6.4 billion annually repair-
ing vehicles that have been damaged 
by potholes, according to a report 
by AAA Mid-Atlantic from Mon-

day. 
Without these repairs, it could 

become costly to drive on the roads. 
Buescher said the city will con-

tinue with the projects that are on 
the current budget and the ones 
planned for FY2015, which be-
gins May 1. �ese projects were dis-
cussed at the annual retreat back in 
December but the annual program 
will not be �nal until passed as part 
of the city budget in late April. 

James Bateman can be 
reached at 581-2812 

or jrbateman@eiu.edu.  

Professors to perform French brass music
By Kristen Gisondi
Sta� Reporter | @DEN_News

Three Eastern professors will 
delve into French brass music at 
a recital Friday, which will feature 
Jonathan Bowman who joined the 
Eastern faculty last fall.

Bowman will provide piano ac-
companiment for professors An-
drew Cheetham and Jemmie Rob-
ertson, a trombone specialist, who 
said the French emphasis helps give 
the recital direction.

“It’s a nice way to have a theme 
so it’s not a completely random 
collection of composers,” Robert-
son said.

All three music professors plan 
on performing challenging reper-
toires, such as Defaye, Bozza and 
Rueff.  It will also be a unique for-
ay for the faculty members.

“Usually in recitals,  I l ike to 
play pieces that are new to me,” 
sa id Cheetham, who plays  the 
trumpet. “That often means they 
are new to students, too.”

While Cheetham and Robertson 
have performed a joint Germanic 
recital in the past, the new addi-
tion to the group will be Bowman. 
He began playing piano at eight 
years old and studied piano perfor-
mance extensively in college.

“As you get deeper into some-
thing, the more you find the en-
joyment  in  i t ,”  Bowman sa id . 
“It’s just fun to play something 
that’s hard that requires a lot of 
thought.”

The final piece being played on 
Friday will display the mixing of 
all three instruments, which will 
offer a challenge, Bowman said.

“ The  bras s  i s  such  a  s t rong 
sound, the piano doesn’t blend 
well, but the different sounds is 
what make it fun,” he said.

Giving an accurate representa-

tion of the music will also be chal-
lenging, Robertson said. In ad-
dition to playing the trombone, 
Robertson will play the euphoni-
um, which is not often heard in 
the context of a solo.

“It’s a real standard piece of sol-
id repertoire,”  Robertson said.  
“It’s a piece I have taught before 
but never played.”

All three professors will be play-
ing pieces that they have never 
played before, but will help them 
grow further in their careers.

“ It ’s  awfu l ly  cha l l eng ing  to 
get the right notes with the beat 
changing a lot,” Bowman said. 

“The trio piece will be the most 
fun to hear, I think. It’s a compli-
cated puzzle, but it sounds really 
great.”

People  who a t t end  the  per -
formance will get a taste of the 
French composers’ repertoire and 
their time. A key goal of all musi-
cians is telling a musical message, 
Robertson said.

“It’s expressive, telling what peo-
ple go through in an abstract, mu-
sical way,” Bowman said.

Further gaining familiarity with 
the repertoire and role of the piano 
with other instruments, along with 
having fun playing with colleagues, 

is a goal that comes with perform-
ing, according to Cheetham, Rob-
ertson, and Bowman.

“As you get older you realize ev-
ery one of these (recitals) doesn’t 
really add up to anything, because 
it’s a career of playing that sets you 
apart as a musician,” Cheetham 
said.

The recital will be from 7:30 
to 8:30 p.m. Friday in the Recital 
Hall of the Doudna Fine Arts Cen-
ter. 

Kristen Gisondi can  
be reached at 581-2812 

or klgisondi@eiu.edu.

K ATIE SMITH | DAILY EASTERN NE WS | FILE
Members of Eastern's brass ensemble perform April 12, 2012 in the Dvorak Concert Hall in the Doudna Fine Arts 
Center. The musicians played directly to the audience, since they shared the stage during the event. Their next 
performance will be showing April 12 at 7:30 p.m. Three Eastern faculty members, Jonathan Bowman, Andrew 
Cheetham and Jemmie Robertson - all music professors - will perform at 7:30 p.m. Friday in the Recital Hall of 
Doudna. 
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CAA approves new 
course, various  
department revisions
By Shauna DeLacey
Sta� Reporter | @DEN_News

 
The Council on Academic Af-

fairs approved revisions in the de-
partments of physics, study abroad, 
music, kinesiology and sport stud-
ies and Lumpkin College of Busi-
ness and Applied Sciences as well as 
a new music course at its meeting 
Thursday.

After an hour and a half of dis-
cussion, the council was unable 
to finish all the items on the list. 
Those items will be moved to the 
next meeting, which will be at 3 
p.m. Thursday in the Effingham 
Room in the Martin Luther King 
Jr. University Union. 

CAA approved a revision to the 
physics option within engineering. 
This revision will allow the pre-
engineering students to complete 
their degree at Southern Illinois 
University-Carbondale.

Before the revision, students 
were required to transfer to Univer-
sity of Illinois Urbana-Champaign 
to complete the engineering degree. 

Steven Daniels, the physics de-
partment chair, said the change will 
allow students another option when 
considering continuing their stud-
ies after Eastern.

“This revision wil l  make the 
transition easier for the students 
who are in the pre-engineering pro-
gram here at Eastern,” Daniels said.

Another revised course was the 
study abroad capstone. This revi-
sion was to add an online course 
for summer. 

John Oliver, a kinesiology pro-
fessor, said this online course will 
allow senior students to take the 
class specifically in the summer but 
not physically come to Eastern’s 
campus.

After a short debate about the 
course descriptions and how the 
oral presentation would work, it 
was approved. 

For the department of kinesiol-
ogy, the CAA approved six course 
revisions. The revisions for these 
classes would be adding online 
course, approve wording and the 
standards the department will ex-
pect of the students. 

Oliver said the online courses are 
a huge item to the department be-
cause they will allow flexibility to 
the students. 

A new course, MUS 2443, Coral 
Methods, will be added to the de-
partment of music. Anna Crom-
well, a music professor, said the 
course was added to give students 
better preparation for when they 
teach choir. 

“(The new course) will help stu-
dents be better prepared to teach 
band, orchestra and choir,” Crom-
well said.

The council also revised MUS 
3860, Marching Band and Jazz 
Band Techniques, which will be 
added in Fall 2014 to allow stu-
dents to work with Eastern’s march-
ing band; the revisions also added a 
lab to the course.

Because of low enrollment, the 
Music with Performance Option 
major was revised to allow students 
to complete the option within one 
semester. 

After the music changes, the 
CAA approved a revision to the 
military science minor which al-
lows students to choose from six 
available courses to meet the mi-
nor’s history requirement. Available 
courses include the study of World 
War I, World War II and Vietnam. 

For the Lumpkin College of 
Business and Sciences, the council 
approved a revision to BUS 3010, 
Management and Organization-
al Behavior. This course will now 
include online classes and hybrid 
classes. 

A new course, BUS 3100, Sur-
vey of Marketing Principles, was 
proposed that would only apply to 
business minors; due to a lack of 
information, the council left the 
decision making for next week’s 
meeting.  

After five members of the quo-
rum left early, the meeting had to 
be called early, and all the requests 
not addressed at the present time 
and will have to wait next Thurs-
day.

The seven items to be discussed 
for approval are in the college of 
business.  The items will include, a 
new course for business minors, re-
vised courses for the marketing ma-
jor and business administration mi-
nor. 

Shauna DeLacey can  
be reached at 581-2812 

or sdelacey@eiu.edu.

Board of Trustees to renew 
labor union contracts

By Jack Cruikshank
Administration Editor | @JackCruik

�e Board of Trustees will meet for 
the �rst time this semester throughout 
the morning and afternoon Friday in 
the University Ballroom of the Martin 
Luther King Jr. University Union.

The Board has five items on the 
agenda for open session of the meeting 
at 1:30 p.m. Friday. 

�e board will discuss and vote on a 
readjustment of FY15 mandatory stu-
dent fees.

�e readjustment, if approved, will 
not raise or lower the fees, but simply 
readjust how the fees are distributed to 
various services on campus. 

The changes would reduce the 
amount going to “campus improve-
ment” by $5.75, to $16.25, while it 
would raise the amounts going to grant-
in-aid and other areas such as the Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. University Union 
Operations and Lantz-O’Brien Opera-
tions.

�e board will also vote on contract 

renewals for the painter’s district coun-
cil #58.

According to the meeting agen-
da, “A tentative agreement was reached 
between the parties on December 17, 
2013, to renew and amend shift lan-
guage, summer hours, wage provisions 
and the addition of furlough language.”

�e contract states bargaining unite 
employees will receive a one percent 
lump sum payment each year of the 
agreement.

�e board will also vote on the con-
tract with teamster’s local #26 “to renew 
and amend language provisions of the 
Agreement for overtime sections, CDL 
licensures and wages.”

�e �nal contract will be a renewal 
of the contract with plumbers and pipe-
�tters local #149, which will include no 
additional cost to the university.

The naming of university property 
will also come up as a part of the items 
the board will act upon; the board will 
also act upon personnel contracts.

The board will hear reports from 
Grant Sterling, a philosophy professor 

and the chairman of the faculty senate 
and from the Student Body President 
Kaylia Eskew.

President Bill Perry said he plans to 
present the budget at the April 25 board 
meeting, after he has compiled the rec-
ommendations from the Council on 
University Planning and Budget re-
garding the eventual $7 million in cuts 
to the appropriated budget with an ad-
ditional $1 million cut to be re-appro-
priated back into a di�erent program or 
service.

“My plan during the April board 
meeting, under the item of President’s 
Report, is to say a few words about what 
the recommendations are,” Perry said.

He said the administration plans to 
act on and further review the CUPB’s 
recommendations during May and ul-
timately present a budget to the board 
during the June board meeting. 

Jack Cruikshank can  
be reached at 581-2812 

 or jdcruikshank@eiu.edu.

DION MCNEAL | DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Thomas Hall residents were invited to come and enjoy cupcakes. Resident advisors hosted a session in the base-
ment of Thomas Hall for students to come and create their own flavored cupcakes.

Creative cupcakes
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Uncertainty makes an anxious  birthday

Stay in tune 
with world

Seth Schroeder

Remember back in high school when your 
teacher would do current events?

Maybe you never had the chance to do 
that. Various teachers would spend five min-
utes or so talking about current events. The 
teachers would do this to keep students in-
formed on what was going on in the world. 

Going to college can isolate you from the 
world. After finishing about five classes worth 
of readings, the last thing you probably want 
to do is read some more. 

If you are not lucky enough to have an in-
structor talk about a few current events in 
class, than checking a news source would not 
be such a bad idea. 

Has anyone seen Ukraine lately? It looks like a 
scene from an apocalypse movie. That’s because 
not too long ago, protests swept the nation in an 
uprising against now former president Viktor Ya-
nukovych. 

This was not your typical protestors making 
signs, spinning around in a circle, chanting simul-
taneously  at what they believed was wrong. 

�is was a uprising that resulted in more than 
100 people killed, and mass destruction to the city 
capital. 

�is is world news, people. Even though life can 
take a toll on you, it is still nice to stay informed 
with what is happening on the planet you live on. 

�ere are ways to do so. Take Google News for 
example. With a Google account, you can align 
what news is interesting to you, and what news is 
not interesting to you. For example, you like world 
news more than business. 

You can increase the tab for that and have it 
higher on the page, so it’s right there for you. It or-
ganizes the top stories as well. 

�e dining halls also o�er other free newspa-
pers, other than �e Daily Eastern News, such as 
USA Today, �e Chicago Tribune, and �e St. Lou-
is Dispatch. �ese publications o�er updated infor-
mation on world-events, whereas �e News con-
tains everything you need to know about Eastern’s 
campus. 

 You don’t have to read everything that is in the 
newspaper, just what is interesting to you. Even 
reading the headlines helps you stay in tune what 
is happening. If you want to read more into it, 
than it is at your disposal. 

Take advantage of these resources to stay 
connected. 

Besides, learning is great, because knowl-
edge is power.

I turn 22 today. Since I’m also graduating 
this semester and my dad just sold the home I’ve 
spent the majority of my childhood in, I feel like 
I’m about to make it over to some ledge to true 
adulthood. 

�is is a stupid thought, I’ll admit. Based on 
other degree carrying grown-ups I know, the 
transition to true maturity is a much messier pro-
cess than a birthday or a graduation ceremony.

Even though I know this, I can’t stop myself 
from having panicky feelings that my life is end-
ing. It’s like I’m about to leave home all over 
again. 

�e support system I’ve built here, the friend-
ships and the habits I’ve grown accustomed to, 
will all be scattered to the winds in just a few 
short months. My Eastern life will end and will 
be replaced by something new, though I have no 
idea what that will be.

For my fellow seniors who feel the same way, 
I imagine this is the worst part. We don’t know 
what’s next. We keep getting older expecting to 
have things �gured out, but the truth is we don’t 
really know for certain what we’ll be doing when 
we leave here, where we will live, or who we will 

be spending our time with. �e only thing we 
know for sure is how much debt we’ll be carrying 
around, and that �lls us with dread.

Sure anything can happen, and that’s exciting, 
but the only thing that seems capable of improv-
ing our chances is throwing resumes at vague 
opportunities hoping something sticks while we 
inch closer to graduation.

I try not to worry about the future. �ere is 
still a lot of class work that needs my attention. 
�e time I spend worrying could also be used to 
apply for jobs or to hang out with the friends I’ll 
be separated from.

 �is isn’t something I try and do on purpose, 
but the anxiousness will sneak up on me. It will 

wake me up in the middle of the night and refuse 
to leave until I mentally wrestle with it for a few 
hours.

Even after I solve my immediate post-gradua-
tion plans, life further down the road just seems 
like uncertainty after uncertainty. Is this what 
growing up feels like? Just continued anxiety over 
the unknown?

I don’t really mean to be depressing. I’m actu-
ally pretty happy with the life I have most of the 
time. I’ve have a great family, friends and girl-
friend; I like what I’m studying and I like the art 
I’ve been making. 

It’s my birthday, and despite evidence I’ve laid 
out to the contrary, I’m actually really excited 
to go celebrate having lived another year on this 
mud ball. 

But deep down, I can’t help but feel a lot of it 
is actually distracting me from some unknown, 
yet real, problem I’m supposed to be dealing 
with. And I’m not sure how I feel about that.

Seth Schroeder is a senior journalism major. 
He can be reached at 581-2812 

or DENopinions@gmail.com.

For more than three decades, we wel-
comed him into our homes. We allowed 
him to teach our children, and now, even 
12 years after his death, we continue – and 
should continue – living his legacy. 

Fred Rogers, known to most as Mr. Rog-
ers, became a symbol of the good that peo-
ple can have. Thursday marked the 12th 
anniversary of his death. 

Mr. Rogers is somebody I have not 
thought about in a long time, and I suspect 
many people haven’t, but I remember many 
days watching “Mister Roger’s Neighbor-
hood.” 

It may seem childish, but the lessons 
taught are so applicable to today’s world. 
In a nation so divided on issues of human 
rights, maybe it’s an okay thing to think 
back to what a wise man in a sweater taught 
us. 

Lessons like sharing, caring, and daring 
to do better should seep through all of us. 
Rogers helped us overcome so many child-

hood fears: being alone, not feeling adequate 
enough and even death. 

Somewhere down the road from child-
hood innocence to adulthood reality we lost 
something special, something he strove to 
ensure we knew day in and day out. 

We lost our human compassion. 
We lost our ability to care about others, 

to empathize if you must. 
Arizona lawmakers struck down a bill 

allowing businesses to deny anyone belong-
ing to the LGBTQA community Thursday. 

This is one short tic mark on a long list 

of other methods of oppression used in our 
time on our fellow human beings. 

Do not get lost in the propaganda and 
the onslaught of hate out there. Remember, 
sometimes the simplest things in life come 
from childhood. 

Rogers believed in that. He believed in it 
so much he veered away from the path he 
had been on – one of a minister – in order 
to educate children on a larger scale. 

And 12 years after his death, we need 
Mr. Rogers and his neighborhood now more 
than ever. 

It takes only a simple gesture, the out-
reach of a hand, to help someone to his or 
her feet in trying times. Reflect on Rogers 
and his life, and try and see what lessons you 
can glean. 

And please, won’t you be my neighbor? 

Bob Galuski is a senior journalism and English 
major. He can be reached at 581-2812 

or dennewsdesk@gmail.com.

Bob Galuski

Try to learn, live life from Mr. Rogers’ lessons

For extended letters and 
forums for all content visit 
dailyeasternnews.com

   rite a letter to the editor

You have something to say. Knowing 
this, The Daily Eastern News provides 

a place for you to say it every day.

W

Letters to the editor can be submitted at any 
time on any topic to the Opinions Editor to be 
published in The Daily Eastern News. The DEN’s 
policy is to run all letters that are not libelous or 
potentially harmful. Letters to the editor can be 
brought in with identi�cation to The DEN or sent 

Quote of the Day
“Imagination is the eye of the 
soul.”
  --Joseph Joubert
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1-6 Bedroom Homes available Fall 2014
Sign a lease before March 1st 

and receive August’s Rent FREE!
       - Close to campus
       - Pet-friendly
       - Rent starting 
         as low as $275/month
         ($215 for studio unit)

Call Tom @ 708-772-3711 for more info
www.hallbergrentals.com

Spacious 3 & 4 Bedroom Homes
Close to Campus 

Visit our website at www.eiuliving.com
Call or text us at 217-345-4001

Only a few homes left for Fall!

The Daily Eastern News 
is your local source for 

all things EIU!

By Mariah Scott
Sta� Reporter | @DEN_News

During the Residence Hall Association meet-
ing, early bird discounts along with different 
events by di�erent committees were brought up 
for exploration. 

Jordan Henderson, the treasurer for RHA, 
spoke about the bu�er fund. 

�e bu�er fund split RHA’s money equally be-
tween the two of the committees that attended the 
meeting. 

Having $1,207 in their bank and giving both 
committees $300 each, they were able to pass the 
motion.

Lisa Walker, the area director of residential life, be-
ing on of the committees to join, was able to explain 
the early bird discount.

The early bird discount helps residential life re-
ceive a discount if students reserve in time during the 
spring. She also talked about their upcoming event in 
October to bring in a theater group called Defama-
tion. She said this will bene�t all students on cam-
pus with diversity, law and religion issues, with race 
and class being the big two that would be discussed.

Likewise, Amanda Mead, a senior family and con-
sumer sciences major who lives in Stevenson, came 
to talk about EIU Pride.  �ey are planning their up-
coming event, to have Erin Davies to come talk to 
the students about her experiences with hate crime. 

“�is can help hate crime and everybody in gener-
al,” said Amanda. She said how important this could 
be, not just to members in the LGBTQA commu-
nity but to everyone in general who has dealt with 
hate crimes. 

“We’ve heard positive reviews, so we think it is go-
ing to go well,” said Jacurri Brown, the president of 
Fords Hall. 

Brown also lead the discussion as to whether or 
not Ford Hall should become co-ed like McKinney 
Hall. Like McKinney Hall, it would be co-ed �oor by 
�oor with private bathrooms. 

�e topic of Relay for Life was also brought up, 
with Rachel Blosser, a senior history major, present-
ing. Relay for Life is a fundraiser that helps raise mon-
ey for cancer patients. 

�e main event features a person from every stu-
dent-made team picking someone to walk for, for 24 
hours. 

�e money goes to the American Cancer Society. 
Students put on the event, and this year there will be 
a heavier focus on getting both the Charleston com-
munity and Eastern campus involved. 

Mariah Scott can 
be reached at 581-2812 

or mkscott2@eiu.edu.

RHA 
examines 
early bird 
discount

Through a new point of view

DION MCNEAL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Minority Teachers Education Association (MTEA) hosted “Black Faces in the Classroom” as part of one of the African-American Heritage Month 
events. “Safari stories would be a lot different, if lions could type,”  said Kevin Anderson, a political science professor, after watching a video 
dicussing the lack of African-American mentors’ presence in the educational system and the effects on African-American students.

» BUDGETS 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

David Grace, the assistant professor for Ad-
ministrative Leadership, said he believed the 
amount of money the speaker would cost is not 
worth it especially since there could not be any 
number to the exact amount of students who 
might attend the event. 

“I am a data guy,” Grace said. 
He added it seems like they are putting “all of 

their eggs into one basket.”
Ceci Brinker, the director of Student Life, 

said while there was not an exact number of 
possible attendance, she said they would be get-
ting revenue from ticket sales and she expected 
there to be more than 100 people in attendance. 

Grace also took issue with the UB being the 
only one to ask for an increase in appropriat-
ed funds. 

 “We are having declining enrollment and 
tight money,” Grace said. “�ere are fewer stu-
dents that are being involved and we don’t want 
to create a hole that has to be �lled by raising 
student fees.”

Jarad Jarmon can 
 be reached at 581-2812 

or jsjarmon@eiu.edu. 

» TRAVEL CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

It is too far out currently truly track 
whether the snowstorm will hit Charleston 
or not.

“Storm systems can change track with-
in twelve hours of their anticipated arrival 
time,” Craig said. “Based on the models we 
have an idea.” 

In either case, ice will assuredly be on the 
ground, which Craig said should make peo-
ple think twice before going home, especial-
ly if they live in Chicago, Ill., which is ex-
pected to get hit with 20 inches of snow. 

“Traveling to Chicago won’t be the prob-
lem,” Craig said. “The problem will be com-
ing back on Sunday.” 

He added wait for Spring Break to go 
home. 

This coupled with around freezing tem-
peratures is expected to cause a lot of car ac-
cidents on I-57 on Sunday, Craig said, as it 
has in the past.

Temperatures are erratic though with an 
active Jetstream making warm air move up 
and cold air move down.  These sporadic 
temperatures, staying mostly below 32 de-
grees, might be beneficial in the long run. 

Craig said because the ground is frozen 
deep, around 12 inches, pests such as mos-
quitoes. 

“It has been here for so long that it killed 
all of the pests,” Craig. 

In 2012, there had only been one day 
where the ground was frozen giving insects 
the ability to thrive the following season.  

Craig advised for the weekend for stu-
dents and community members to monitor 
the national weather service and to pay at-
tention to what the local meteorologist said 
especially for the future.

With spring coming close each day, the 
community should expect more ice over 
snow.  Craig said there would be a good 
chance of ice in the future. 

“Why put yourself in harms way,” Craig 
said. “Just use good judgment.”

Jarad Jarmon can 
be reached at 581-2812 

or jsjarmon@eiu.edu. 

RUN WITH US.
217-581-2816

The DEN
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For rent

www.woodrentals.com 

No gimmicks, Just Good Housing.  
25+ years of proven rental management 
 
RENT Now, May, or Fall 2014 
 
Housing for 1, 2, 3, or 4 

 

1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377 
Charleston, IL 61920 
217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472 

Call for an 
appointment! 

Have any 
interesting news 

you want to share 
with the    

community? 

Mail it, fax it, 
email it, submit 
it on our 
website, or call 
it in to the

Daily Eastern News
What You Want to ReadWe Want to Hear

Love DENt
h

e

follow us on twitter

@den_news

@den_sports

@den_verge

Sublessors

For rentFor rent

Adult/ Non-traditional student schol-
arships available at EIU. Check us out 
at www.eiu.edu/bgs. Application 
deadline is March 5, 2014. 
___________________________ 2/28
*Handyman For Hire* Experienced grad 
student performing home repairs and 
remodels, all sizes. Call Michael, (217) 
218-1221 for estimates.

_______________________3/4

For rent

Ask us about our reasonable 1 and 2 
bedroom apartments, across from Buz-
zard/Doudna. 217-345-2416
___________________________ 2/28
MELROSE & BROOKLYN APTS  We still 
have a few apts. available for fall 2014! 
SIgn a lease in February and get $200 o� 
of your security deposit! 217-345-5515 
www.melroseonfourth.com www.
broooklynheightseiu.com
___________________________ 2/28
Properties available: 7th St. 2 blocks from 
campus. 6 BR houses (The Dollhouse/
girls) and 4 BR & Studio Apts. with some 
utilities paid. Call 217-728-8709.
___________________________ 2/28
EASTERN ILLINOIS PROPERTIES. 217-345-
6210, www.EIProps.com
___________________________ 2/28
BOWERS RENTALS - We have what you 
are looking for! Spacious 3 and 4 BR 
homes close to campus! Call us about 
1531 Division #2  or 1718 11th!  See all 
our great locations at
 eiuliving.com. Call or text 
217-345-4001.  
___________________________ 2/28
4-6 bedrooms, 2 bath, A/C, W/D, 1 block 
to EIU, $275 each, o� street parking 1521 
S. 2nd St. 217-549-3273
___________________________ 2/28
4-5 bedrooms, 2 bath, A/C, W/D, covered 
patio, o� street parking 1836 S. 11th St. 
$300 each. 217-549-3273
___________________________ 2/28
3 BEDROOM BLOWOUT! ALL INCLU-
SIVE PRICING STARTING AT $400. 
AWESOME AMENITIES! GREAT LOCA-
TIONS! CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR 
SHOWING TODAY! 217-345-RENT 
www.unique-properties.net 
___________________________ 2.28
1, 2, and 3 bedroom apartments, 
available now, June, or August. Fur-
nished or unfurnished. Laundry, A/C, 
clean, and a�ordable. Close to EIU. No 
Pets. 345-7286, Williams Rentals. 
www.jwilliamsrentals.com 
___________________________ 2/28
Large 3 bedroom furnished apartment 
for 2014-15 school year. Call 345-3664.
___________________________ 2/28
3 BEDROOM 6 MONTH LEASES AVAIL-
ABLE AT THE ATRIUM. ALL INCLUSIVE 
PRICING AVAILABLE! CALL TODAY. 
217-345-RENT 
www.unique-properties.net 
___________________________ 2/28
Townhouse close to campus: 3 peo-
ple-$275 per month, 4 people $225 per 
month Call/Text 708-254-0455
___________________________ 2/28
5 bedroom house for Fall. Central air, 
W/D, close to EIU. Clean, a�ordable, 
locally owned and managed. No pets. 
345-7286, Williams Rentals. www.jwil-
liamsrentals.com 
___________________________ 2/28

Looking for a roommate for 2014-15 
school year. Prefer girl, but guy is okay. 
Call Lori, 630-505-8375.

_______________________3/6

Sublease 1 bd. 1 bath apartment, fully 
furnished, all inclusive utilities, located 
above Dirty’s. 815-592-2547

_______________________3/5

CLOSE!!! Apts. for 1-3. Grads and Under-
grads. www.woodrentals.com. Wood 
Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor. 345-4489.
___________________________ 2/28
FALL IN LOVE WITH SOUTH CAMPUS 
SUITES! 2 BEDROOM TOWNHOUSE 
SPECIAL $462.50 ALL INCLUSIVE! 
FREE TANNING, FREE LAUNDRY, FUL-
LY FURNISHED, PET FRIENDLY, FIT-
NESS CENTER! CALL TODAY FOR 
YOUR APARTMENT SHOWING. 217-
345-RENT
 www.unique-properties.net 
___________________________ 2/28
June or August:  2 BR apts. 2001 S. 12th 
St. and 1305 18th St. all appliances, trash 
pd. 348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________ 2/28
5-8 bedroom houses. Great locations. 
EIP. 217-345-6210, www.EIProps.com
___________________________ 2/28
BOWERS RENTALS  We have what you 
are looking for! Spacious 3 and 4 BR 
homes close to campus! Call us to see 
1015 Grant or  1718 11th St. Check out 
all our great locations at 
eiuliving.com. Call or text 
217-345-4001.
___________________________ 2/28
August:  3 BR apt, 820 Lincoln Ave, All ap-
pliances and dishwasher, water & trash 
pd. 348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________ 2/28
4 BR, 2 BA duplex, 1 blk. from EIU, 1520 
9th St. Stove, fridge, microwave, dish-
washer, W/D, trash pd. 348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________ 2/28
3-4 bedroom homes. $300/person/
month. Trash and yard service provided. 
217-345-5037, 
www.chucktownrentals.com
___________________________ 2/13
2 bedroom, 11 month lease, $275 each 
month, w/d, 1517 11th St.  3 bedroom, 
10 month lease, $235 each month, w/d, 
1521 11th St.  Call 217-549-7031
___________________________ 2/28
July or August:  2 BR apts. 955 4th St. - All 
appliances, with dishwasher, garage, wa-
ter & trash pd. 348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________ 2/28
Studio apartment close to campus.  Nice, 
clean, water and trash included.  No Pets!  
$250.  217-259-9772
___________________________ 2/28
June:  2 BR apt, 605 W. Grant, stove, 
fridge, dishwasher, w/d hookup, trash 
pd. 348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________ 2/28
Available for 2014: 1, 2, 3, & 4 BR Apts. 
348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com 
___________________________ 2/28
June or August:  1 BR deluxe apts. 117 W. 
Polk, 905 A Street, 1306/1308 Arthur Ave, 
all appliances, with W/D & dishwasher, 
trash pd. 348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________ 2/28
2 BR apartments - across from campus 
on 9th Street - Available in June and 
August - All inclusive pricing.  Call 
217-549-1449. 
____________________________ 3/3
Fall 2014: 3 or 4 BR house. 2 blocks from 
campus. 2 full baths, w/d, dishwasher. 
Call or Text 217-276-7003.
____________________________ 3/4
Beautiful, near-new construction! 3 BR, 2 
1/2 bath, laundry in unit, balcony, & ga-
rage. $1185/mo ($395/student). Single 
BR also available. Call now 630-505-8374
____________________________ 3/6
4 bedroom home. $250/person/month. 
217/345-5037, 
www.chucktownrentals.com
____________________________ 3/6
2-3 bedroom homes close to campus. 
217/345-5037, 
www.chucktownrentals.com
____________________________ 3/6
5-7 bedroom homes. $300/person/
month. 217/345-5037, www.chucktown-
rentals.com
____________________________ 3/6

Bedroom for Rent. $395/month, negotia-
ble. 1 block from main campus on 9th. 
Call Jim, 708-296-1787
____________________________ 3/6
Close to campus. attractive quiet & af-
fordable. 2 bdrm. 300 per person. Call or 
text 217-273-6820 or 217-273-2048
____________________________ 3/7
half block to rec. center. nice 1,2,3 bdrm 
units. recently remodeled. call or text 
217-273-6820 or 217-273-2048
____________________________ 3/7
Houses 3, 4, 5, 6 bedroom includes 
wash/dryer, dishwasher, yard care, trash. 
Pets negotiable. - ALSO - 4 bedroom 
apartment available! 549-6967
____________________________ 3/7
For 2014-2015 newly renovated 2 &3 
bedroom/ 2 bath apartments, new 
furniture, re�nished balconies, coded 
entry to building, cable and internet 
included in rent! Right behind 
McHugh’s, less than a block from cam-
pus! 217-493-7559, 
myeiuhome.com 
____________________________ 3/7
3 BR nice house. 4 blocks from campus. 
C/A, W/D, dishwasher, bar, parking. 
$900/month. Available August 1st. 217-
549-6342
____________________________ 3/7
3-4 bedroom homes. $300/person/
month. Trash and yard service provided. 
217/345-5037, 
www.chucktownrentals.com
____________________________ 3/7
Now Leasing for Fall 2014 - Quiet, 
Beautiful and Spacious 1 and 2 BR Un-
furnished Apartments. Available on 
the Square over Z’s Music. Rent is 
$385 1 BR and $485 2 BR. No Pets-
Trash and Water Included. LOW utili-
ties-Laundry on Premises. New Appli-
ances. Call 345-2616.
____________________________ 3/7
FALL 2014: VERY NICE 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 BR 
HOUSES, TOWNHOUSES, & APART-
MENTS. EXCELLENT LOCATIONS, 1-3 
BLOCKS FROM CAMPUS. 217-493-7559, 
myeiuhome.com
____________________________ 3/7
Fall 2014. One block from campus 3 BR 
apt. nice large kitchen, patio space, o�-
street parking. Starts at $775/ month. 
Call Maria, 217-841-3676.
____________________________ 3/7
2 BR apt, 1/2 block to Lantz  Cable & In-
ternet incl. $325/person. Wood Rentals, 
Jim Wood, Realtor. 345-4489, 
wood rentals.com
____________________________ 3/7
2014 Spring Semester. Furnished, 
Large 1 BR Apt. Close to Campus. Pet 
Friendly. All Inclusive Available. Call 
or text 273-2048 or 273-6820. 
____________________________ 3/7
2 BR apt. for 1 @ $440  includes Cable, 
Internet, water, trash. For 2: $580. Wood 
Rentals, 345-4489, 
woodrentals.com
____________________________ 3/7
3, 4, 5, & 6 BR homes, reasonable rates. 
Washer, dryer, dishwasher, A/C. 217-273-
1395.
____________________________ 3/7
1 &  2 BR Apts. Close to Campus. For 
Rent, Fall 2014. Furnished. Pet Friend-
ly. All Inclusive. Call or text 273-2048 
or 273-6820. 
____________________________ 3/7
BUCHANAN ST. APARTMENTS - 1, 2, & 
3 BR apartments. Water and trash in-
cluded. Plenty of o�-street parking. 
Call 345-1266 or go to our website, 
www.BuchananSt.com.
____________________________ 3/7
Large 1 & 2 BR Apts. For Rent, Fall 
2014. Pet Friendly. All Inclusive. Call 
or text 273-2048 or 273-6820. 
____________________________ 3/7
NO CAR? No problem!  1 & 2 person 
rentals. Quiet building near McAfee, 
Lantz. $400/person plus utilities. Jim 
Wood, Realtor, 
www.woodrentals.com, 345-4489.
____________________________ 3/7

2014 Spring Semester. Furnished 2 BR 
Apt. Close to Campus. Pet Friendly. All 
Inclusive Available. Call or text 273-
2048 or 273-6820. 
____________________________ 3/7
2 BR house for 2,  1 block to Physical Sci-
ence. Hardwood, washer/dryer. $700/
month plus utilities.  Jim Wood, Realtor, 
www.woodrentals.com, 345-4489.
____________________________ 3/7
2014 Fall Semester: 3 Bed, 2 Bath house, 
W/D, pets possible. 273-2507 call or text. 
1710 11th Street.
___________________________ 3/12
4 bd. room home. close to Morton Park. 
295/mo/bd. big yard. CA/W/D. Call or 
text 217-273-72700
___________________________ 3/19
2 BR, 2 bath apartments. 1026 Edgar 
drive, 2/3 BR. homes. $250 per person. 
549-4074 or 294-1625
___________________________ 3/19
CHECK US OUT NEXT TO DOUNDA! 
1812 9TH ST. 2, 3, 4 BEDROOMS 
AVAILABLE ‘14-’15! ALSO, 1205 
GRANT - RENT NOW! SAMMYREN-
TALS.COM CALL OR TEXT 549-4011 
___________________________ 3/21
Newly remodeled houses close to cam-
pus. 3 and 4 bedrooms. 217-962-0790
___________________________ 3/19
3 Bedroom houses close to campus 
starting at $250 per person. Sign now 
and get august free. Call Tom @ 708-
772-3711 for Info.
___________________________ 3/21
4 Bedroom houses, close to campus, 
$300 per person. Sign now and get 
august free. Call Tom @ 708-772-3711 
for Info.
___________________________ 3/21
5 Bedroom houses across from Foot-
ball Stadium on Grant: $325 per per-
son. Sign now and get august free. 
Call Tom @ 708-772-3711 for Info.
___________________________ 3/21
Fall 2014 1 bedroom, 1 bath apt. east of 
campus - all inclusive plans available! rcr-
Rentals.com or 217-345-5832
___________________________ 3/28
Fall 2014: 2 bedroom duplex east of 
campus - all inclusive plans available! rcr-
Rentals.com or 217-345-5832
___________________________ 3/28
3 Bedroom furnished apartment for 
2014-15 school year. $185 per student 
for a 10 month lease, no pets. Call 345-
3664.
___________________________ 3/31
Litteken Rentals. 217-276-6867 1, 2, 3, 4 
BR apts. July - Aug. availability. 
www.littekenrentals.com 
___________________________ 3/31
BRITTANY RIDGE TOWNHOUSES  For 
3-5 persons, unbeatable �oor plan, 3 & 4 
bedroom, 2 1/2 baths, deck, central air, 
washer, dryer, dishwasher. Free trash 
and parking, low utility bills, local re-
sponsive landlord. Starting @ 210 / per-
son. Available Fall 2014, lease length ne-
gotiable. 217-246-3083
____________________________ 4/4
P.P. & W PROPERTIES. Please contact us 
at www.ppwrentals.com, 217-348-8249.
____________________________ 5/1
AVAILABLE AUGUST 2014 1 and 3 bed-
room apts., one block north of Old Main 
on 6th Street. 
www.ppwrentals.com, 217-348-8249.
____________________________ 5/1
NEW 2 BEDROOM APTS DIRECTLY 
ACROSS FROM BUZZARD ON 9th 
STREET  washer, dryer, dishwasher, mi-
crowave, major appliances, central heat 
and a/c. Call us for more details. www.
ppwrentals.com, 217-348-8249.
____________________________ 5/1
STUDIO & ONE BEDROOM APTS locat-
ed in “The Fields,”  3 blocks from cam-
pus, available August 2014.  Washer, 
dryer, dishwasher, microwave, major ap-
pliances, central heat and a/c. All apts. 
are less than 5 years old. 
www.ppwrentals.com, 217-348-8249.
____________________________ 5/1
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By Kaz Darzinskis
Sta� Reporter | @DEN_Sports

�e Eastern softball team will be traveling to 
Charleston, S.C., to play at the Charleston South-
ern Tournament, which starts Friday.

At 9-5, Eastern enters the tournament having to 
play three di�erent teams for the second consecu-
tive weekend. �e Panthers start the tournament, 
playing Colgate, Charleston Southern and Appa-
lachian State before the four teams are seeded to 
then determine a winner.

�e Panthers have been more aggressive on the 
bases this season under new coach Angie Nichol-
son. 

During her first 14 games coaching at East-
ern, Nicholson has seen 19 stolen bases from the 
Panthers, which is more than half of the num-
ber of stolen bases the team had all of last year in 
50 games. Eastern was 35-of-45 in stolen base at-
tempts in 2013.

Senior pitchers, Hanna Mennenga and Steph-
anie Maday all look to continue their success in 
the circle.

�e duo has combined for an 8-3 record this 
season, while Mennenga and Maday have ERAs of 
2.44 and 1.98, respectively.

A third senior in Janele Robinson has also 
pitched this season, but has not been as successful, 
racking up a 9.07 ERA in four appearances, where 
she has collected a 1-2 record.

 To accompany the Eastern pitching, the Pan-
thers’ offense is led by Brooke Owens, Hannah 
Cole, Bailey O’Dell and Reynae Hutchinson. 

Cole and Owens are currently ranked No. 2 
and 3, respectively in the Ohio Valley Conference 
in hits this season, as Owens has 19, while Cole is 
close behind at 18 hits. 

Eastern will open the Charleston Southern 
Tournament playing a double-header, with the 
first game starting at 8 a.m. Friday against Col-
gate. �e second leg of the double-header starts at 
2 p.m. against host Charleston Southern.

�e Panthers will have another early wake up 
call Saturday, when they play at 8 a.m. against Ap-
palachian State.

Eastern will then wait on the results of subse-
quent games, thus determining seeding for the rest 
of the tournament.

At noon, the No. 1 seed will play the No. 4 seed 
on Saturday and then at 2 p.m. the No. 2 and 3 
seeds, respectively, will play against each other. 

�e tournament ends Sunday, when the conso-
lation game will be played at noon and then at 2 
p.m. the championship game will be played. 

Each game will be played in Buccaneer Field.

Kaz Darzinskis can  
be reached at 581-2812  

or kcdarzinskis@eiu.edu.

Softball  
travels for 
tournament

By Aldo Soto
Assistant Sports Editor | @AldoSoto21

After starting the season with a 5-1 
win against No. 14 Lafayette-Louisiana, 
the Eastern baseball team has lost seven 
games in a row.

Eastern has played three top-25 
ranked opponents to begin the sea-
son and will face its fourth at the Di-
amond Classic, which starts Friday in 
Starkville, Miss.

During the losing streak, the Pan-
thers’ o�ense has averaged 2.9 runs and 
has been shutout three times. 

Eastern baseball coach Jim Schmitz 
said the reason for the struggles has 
been because players have not been us-
ing the right approach when hitting 
with runners on base. 

In the seven losses, the Panthers have 
stranded 53 runners, 24 coming in the 
last two games.

“We’re getting guys on base, but 
we’re just not doing a good job of get-
ting runners in and that was the prob-
lem during the weekend in Arkan-
sas and (Tuesday) against Louisville,” 
Schmitz said.

After Eastern returned home from its 
6-0 loss Tuesday at No. 20 Louisville, 
Schmitz said he emphasized to the team 
on what the approach should be at the 
plate during Wednesday’s practice and 
also getting back to knowing what ev-
ery player’s job is on the team.

“They have to know their roles, 
to get on base, to be an action guy or 
their role is to knock in runs,” Schmitz 
said. “We’re not a team that is going to 
mash, so we have to be a team that exe-
cutes and gets guys on base.”

�e Eastern o�ense has executed half 
of the equation that Schmitz wants, 
but the �nal execution is still not being 
completed. 

In their loss Tuesday in Louisville, 
Ky., the Panthers went 0-for-9 with 
runners in scoring position. Schmitz 
said he is telling his players to do less in 
those situations.

“If I ask you to go hit a double or a 

home run with a runner at second then 
you could actually blame me – that’s a 
dumb approach,” he said. “If they go 
away just get a base hit and get a run in. 
I’m asking them to do less, therefore the 
approach should be easier.”

Eastern will play Michigan State and 
No. 18 Mississippi State two games 
apiece during the weekend and scoring 
runs will not be the only challenge for 
Eastern.

Entering the four-game weekend, 
the Panthers’ pitching sta� has allowed 
35 walks, which ranks seventh in the 
Ohio Valley Conference. Mississippi 
State on the other hand has taken 66 
walks o�ensively.

Schmitz said the Eastern pitchers 
have to be more assertive than the Mis-
sissippi State hitters to avoid giving up 
free base runners.

“�ey’re not going to swing at that 
first-pitch curve ball they’re just not,” 

Schmitz said. “�ey’re approach is well 
known, but at the same time you could 
throw �rst-pitch fastballs and they’re ei-
ther out or 0-1.”

The Bulldogs (6-4) are coming off 
13-1 and 10-1 wins against Mount St. 
Mary’s on Tuesday and Wednesday, re-
spectively.

Eastern’s other opponent is Michi-
gan State, (4-2) which lost its last game 
Sunday 4-1 to Washington at the Pac 
12-Big Challenge. 

Although the Spartans do not walk 
as often as the Bulldogs, both teams do 
not strike out at a high rate compared 
to their walks.

Mississippi has 67 strikeouts in its 10 
games, while Michigan State has struck 
out 28 times compared to its 19 walks 
in six games. The Eastern offense has 
walked 27 times, while striking out 51 
times.

Eastern will have red-shirt senior 

Troy Barton back on the mound during 
the weekend after resting during the Ar-
kansas series because of a bulging disk 
in his lower back.

Although Schmitz said Barton 
would pitch at the Diamond Classic, 
he added that the right-handed pitch-
er would not start, but rather come in 
as a reliever.

The decision to have Barton pitch 
during the weekend came after he 
threw on the mound Wednesday before 
the team made the road trip south.

The Panthers’ first game is against 
Michigan State and starts at 2:30 p.m. 
Friday in Starkville, Miss. Eastern’s sec-
ond game starts at 11 a.m. Saturday 
against Mississippi State.

The weekend ends with a double-
header, as Eastern plays game one at 11 
a.m. Sunday against the Spartans and 
then game two at 3 p.m. against the 
Bulldogs.

All games will be played in Dudy 
Noble Field, Polk-DeMent Stadium.

Aldo Soto can  
be reached at 581-2812  

or asoto2@eiu.edu. 

Offense tries getting back on track at Diamond Classic

By Blake Nash
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports

The Ohio Valley Conference 
indoor championships take place 
starting this Friday in Nashville 
for the Eastern men’s and wom-
en’s indoor track and �eld teams.

The Panthers’  men’s  team 
comes into this meet as the de-
fending champions for the last 
�ve years.

The women’s  team placed 
third last year, but had won four 
straight titles prior to that year, 
a streak ended by Southeast Mis-
souri.

According the conference rank-
ings Eastern and Southeast Mis-
souri are expected to battle it out 
for first place on the men’s side. 
The women’s favorite appears 
to be Tennessee State, with four 

to five schools in hot pursuit of 
dashing their conference champi-
onship dreams.

Eastern sprinter was named 
the OVC Male Track Athlete of 
the Year, and currently owns the 
conference’s fastest time this year 
with a time of 21.21 seconds in 
the 200-meter dash at the Univer-
sity of Notre Dame. 

His best 60m time also ranks 
in the OVC’s top-10, with a time 
of 6.97. 

The Southeast Missouri men’s 
team also received a few accolades 
from the OVC.

Thrower Kevin Farley was 
named the OVC’s Male Field 
Athlete of the Year, ranking �rst 
in the both the shot put and the 
weight throw, where he usually 
averages 55 feet per throw.

Freshman Chris Martin re-
ceived the Male Freshman of the 
Year Award, along with Eastern 
Kentucky’s Ambrose Maritim. 

Martin holds the conference 
lead in the triple jump with a 
mark of 50-�et, .10-inches. 

He is also ranked in the top ten 

in the high and long jumps. East-
ern Kentucky’s Maritim is cur-
rently third in the OVC’s 3000m 
race, with his best time being 
8:18 minutes.

During Eastern’s last meet, the 
EIU Friday Night Special on Fri-
day, both teams combined for 
fourteen first-place finishes, in-
cluding a sweep of the 400m and 
200m races.

“If we compete the way we did 
on Friday, good things will hap-
pen,” Eastern head coach Tom 
Akers said. “We can’t control 
what other teams do, so we need 
to focus on what’s in our control, 
and hopefully rise to the occasion 
if someone slips up.”

�e Panthers currently have six 
individuals and one relay team 
ranked �rst in the OVC.

Along with Edwards, Bryce 
Basting ranks first in the 800m 
race, Pablo Ramirez in the 3000m 
race, Peter Geraghty in the pole 
vault and the men’s 4x400 relay 
team are atop the conference poll. 

Friday’s meet is scheduled to 
begin at 9 a.m., with the wom-
en’s pentathlon. Trial runs will 
also take place Friday, as well as 
the weight throw, long and high 
jump �nals.

Saturday’s meet is scheduled 
for the same time with all events 
being �nals.

�e meet will take place at the 
Gentry Center at Tennessee State 
in Nashville.

Blake Nash can  
be reached at 581-5812  

or banash@eiu.edu.

Panthers prepare for OVC championships
Indoor track 
teams head to 
Nashville for meet

“We can’t control what other teams do, so we need 
to focus on what’s in our control, and hopefully 
rise to the occasion if someone slips up.”

-Tom Akers, head track  & �eld coach

Eastern plays 
Michigan State, 
Mississippi State

“They have to know their roles, to get on base, to be 
an action guy or their role is to knock in runs.”

-Jim Schmitz, Eastern baseball coach

JASON HOWELL | FILE PHOTO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Sophomore pole vaulter Annemarie Reid vaults the bar during the 2013 OVC Championship meet in the Lantz Fieldhouse. The team’s next 
game is Friday at Tennessee State for the OVC Championships.
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@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: #EIU women’s basketball lost 93-69 to Tennesee-Martin in Lantz Arena Thursday. 

S

By Anthony Catezone
Sports Editor | @AnthonyCatz

�e Eastern men’s basketball team 
has been here before — beat South-
ern Illinois-Edwardsville and it is in 
the Ohio Valley Conference tourna-
ment.

Lose, and the Panthers’ postsea-
son destiny is in the hands of Aus-
tin Peay.

“�e last thing you need is for a 
guy to think about is things that are 
out of his control,” Eastern coach 
Jay Spoonhour said.

For everyone else, it is near im-
possible to consider all that is out of 
Eastern’s control.

But what is in Eastern’s control is 
Edwardsville at 5 p.m. Saturday in 
Edwardsville.

“We have to remain concentrated 
on the nuts and bolts of this game, 
not the meaning of it,” Spoonhour 
said.

�e Panthers, who are 6-9 in the 
OVC, will clinch a tourney berth 
with a win against a Cougar team, 
which has a 7-8 conference mark 
and already lost to the Panthers 76-
70 in Lantz Arena on Feb. 1.

However, if the Panthers lose at 
the Vadalabene Center, conference 
foe Austin Peay will determine 
whether or not Eastern gets into 
the tournament.

Last season, Eastern faced an ee-
rily similar scenario: beat Edwards-
ville and Eastern clinched a postsea-
son berth; lose to Edwardsville, and 
other teams determined Eastern’s 

chances.
Eastern won 61-46 in Lantz Are-

na last season, clinching the No. 7 
seed.

But to Spoonhour, that was last 
season.

“�ere is enough motivation for 
this game,” he said.

Only four current players on 
Eastern’s 17-man roster were on that 
same team last season.

Edwardsville, meanwhile, has sev-
en of its current 12-man roster that 
returned from last season. So, per-
haps the idea of a redemption game 
is aided by an even more experi-
enced roster for the Cougars.

In its last nine games, Edwards-
ville is averaging nearly 80 points 
per game, with only one play-
er averaging double-digit points in 
Donivine Stewart (12.1 points per 
game).

“They’re a tough team to key in 
on just a certain guy,” Spoonhoour 
said. “There are a lot of teams you 
can do that against — this isn’t one 
of those teams.”

The Cougars have seven other 
players who are averaging at least 
seven points per game.

“Any one of their players can 
jump up and get on you,” Spoon-
hour said. “You can’t relax on any of 
them.”

Eastern is on a four-game OVC 
losing streak, with its last conference 
win coming on Feb. 6 against Ten-
nessee-Martin.

Coincidentally, the Panthers are 
surrendering an average of 80 points 
per game during their OVC losing 
streak.

But the Panthers are also coming 
o� an 82-64 home win against Chi-
cago State Monday – a game they 
used to hone in on what they want-
ed to adjust before visiting Edwards-
ville.

“We needed to have a huge week 
of just feeling good about ourselves, 
starting with two good practices and 
then play Chicago State as well as 
we can,” Spoonhour said. “Win or 
lose we needed feel good going into 
Saturday.”

Well, Eastern won.
“We feel good,” Spoonhour said.

Anthony Catezone can  
be reached at 581-2812  
or ajcatezone@eiu.edu.

Eastern, Edwardsville play 
for postseason aspirationsDEJA VU‘

‘ SA JJAD ABEDIAN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Freshman forward Erica Brown attempts to block the shot by freshman forward Ashia Jones during Senior Night 
on Thursday in Lantz Arena.  The Panthers lost to the Tennessee-Martin Skyhawks 93-69.

DOMINIC BAIMA | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Zach Dickerson, a freshman guard, dribbles past Austin Peay University 
senior guard, Travis Betron, during Sunday’s game Jan. 18 at Lantz Arena. 
Eastern won with a final score of 67 - 64. The Panthers next game is Satur-
day at SIU-E.

By Bob Reynolds
Sta� Reporter | @BobReynoldsDEN

Tennessee-Martin came into Lantz 
Arena and shot 75 percent from the 
�eld in the second half, leading to a 
93-69 win over the Eastern women’s 
basketball team �ursday night. 

Coming out of halftime up by sev-
en, the Skyhawks began the second 
half making 8-of-9 �eld goal attempts 
in the �rst �ve minutes.

Also, the Skyhawks used a 15-0 
run that lasted about three minutes 
to give them their biggest lead of the 
game at 55-34 with 16 minutes left in 
the game.

Freshman Ashia Jones was a big 
part of that run the Skyhawks went 
on, scoring seven points during the 
15-0 run that drained the Panthers. 

Jones scored 22 points on 9-of-15 
shooting, scoring 18 in the second 
half.

Eastern coach Debbie Black did 
not expect Jones to come out �ring in 
the second half.

“She came right at us,” Black said. 
“We changed something midway 
through, we should have trapped her. 
It was a little bit too late in my call. I 
think I should have trapped her a lit-
tle bit sooner.”

�e Skyhawks �nished the second 
half 21-of-28 from the field, which 
included 5-of-7 from the 3-point line.

Tennessee-Martin senior guards 
Heather Butler and Jasmine New-
some combined for 46 points in the 
game. Newsome scored 17 on 5-of-8 
shooting, while Butler scored a game-
high 29 points on 12-of-25 shooting 
from the �eld and 5-of-12 from the 
3-point line.

Eastern guard Katlyn Payne said 
she understood how talented of a 
team the Skyhawks were. She said ev-
ery time the Skyhawks would pick up 
one person they would swing it to the 
next person and they would end up 
hitting the shot.

“I feel like every team that plays us 

shoots near 100 percent against us,” 
Payne said. “I think we worked hard. 
We kind of didn’t pay attention to de-
tail as coach was saying in the lock-
er room.”

 Payne �nished the game with 14 
points on 4-of-11 shooting, including 
3-of-8 from 3-point range.

Turnovers were a problem for the 
Panthers Thursday, as the Panthers 
committed 21 compared to �ve from 
Tennessee-Martin. 

Tennessee-Martin played a full-
court press on the Eastern offense 
since early in the game, leading to 
Panther mistakes.

More than half the turnovers 
forced were because of the press de-
fense. �e Panthers had trouble get-
ting the ball past half court at some 
points during the game, but were 
only forced to one 10-second viola-
tion.

Red-shirt senior Morgan Palombi-
zio said it seemed impossible to break 
the Skyhawk press the entire game.

“�ey were constantly pressing all 
game,” Palombizio said. “�ey don’t 
get tired. If you picked up the ball 
they trap you. If you dribble it all the 
way down and pick up the ball they 
trap you again. We weren’t really used 
to it, but we did work on it in prac-
tice and should have done a better job 
with that.”

Palombizio had a career-night in 
her final game at Lantz Arena. She 
scored 18 points on 8-of-10 shooting.

�e Panthers’ postseason hopes are 
still alive, as they head to Southern Il-
linois-Edwardsville on Saturday.

If the Panthers defeat Edwardsville, 
they are in the Ohio Valley Confer-
ence tournament. If Eastern loses, it 
would need Tennessee-Martin to de-
feat Austin Peay in order to receive a 
bid to the tournament. 

Saturday’s game starts at 1 p.m. 
against the Cougars. 

Bob Reynolds can  
be reached at 581-2812  

or rjreynolds@eiu.edu.

Panthers fall to Tennessee-Martin on Senior Night 
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AWARD SHOW INTERESTS
By Stephanie Markham
Verge Editor

After lacing up her tennis shoes 
and tying her bowtie, Ellen Dege-
neres walks down a street lip-sync-
ing to a Fitz & �e Tantrums song 
while dozens of men and women in 
matching suits dance in �ash-mob 
style behind her.

�is was the scene enacted in 
the trailer released back in De-
cember advertising the Oscars and 
boasting the vitality and charm of 
this year’s host.

�e Oscars, more formal-
ly known as the Academy Awards, 
will air at 6 p.m. Sunday on ABC.

Despite Degeneres’ wide range 
of appeal, though, many people in 
the younger crowd will not be tun-
ing in simply because going to the 

movies is last on their to-do list.
Michael Livingston, a se-

nior music perfor-
mance major, 

said he 

doesn’t watch Degeneres’ talk show 
regularly, but he thinks she is a 
good entertainer.

“I think it will be a fun round 
of Oscars because she’s a fun per-
son,” he said. “She’s a good televi-
sion host and she knows how to en-
tertain people, and that’s probably 
why she was chosen to host.”

Livingston said he doesn’t watch 
much TV or many movies because 
he constantly is focused on rehears-
ing his music and completing his 
schoolwork.

“I just don’t have much time, 
and what free time I do have I ei-
ther catch up on something or try 
to get ahead or I’m just hanging 
with friends,” he said.

He said he watched the Oscars 
with his family before college, but 
they never got too into who won or 
lost.

�e categories he does pay at-
tention to, though, are the music 
categories.

Livingston said he hopes “Fro-
zen” will win for the song “Let It 
Go” nominated in the Best Origi-
nal Song category.

He said he has heard compari-
sons between the music in “Frozen” 
with the music in “�e Lion King,” 
and though he wouldn’t say one is 
better because they are di�erent 
styles, Livingston agrees both were 
signi�cant.

“As far as music goes, it can 
make or break a movie,” he said. “I 
would de�nitely say music made 
or is very large part of what made 
both ‘�e Lion King’ and ‘Fro-
zen.’” 

Wen Chang, a sophomore el-
ementary education major, also 
agreed that Degeneres would make 
an entertaining host, but she said 
she likely would not watch because 
she thinks the awards are too com-
petitive and do not focus on the 
right attributes.

“When you think of categoriz-
ing, it’s more of everyone thinks 
this person is perfect or he deserves 
to be the most important winner, 
but I feel like we’re all winners no 
matter what we do with �lms or 
music because it shows that we’re 
still working to improve the world,” 
she said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

The Oscars: who's watching?

'MACBETH' PLAY REVIEW
PAGE 2

THOMAS NICHOLAS BAND 
PROFILE
PAGE 3

GRAPHIC BY ALEX VILLA
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Fair is foul and foul is fair in 
Doudna as the theater department 
shows its rendition of Shakespeare’s 
well-known tragedy, "Macbeth"—
complete with malicious witch-
es, treasonous murders and choreo-
graphed �ght scenes. 

�e crew did an exceptional job 
setting the scenes with a revolving 
set, depicting the ins and outs of a 
castle and other environments. 

�is minimalistic piece coupled 
with di�erent colored backdrops al-
lowed the play to move at a steady 
pace and estranged it from the mo-
notony of long set changes.

Actors donned kilts, swords and 
Scottish accents—which were done 
quite well, though its coupling with 
Shakespearean language was a little 
di�cult to comprehend at times. 
For the most part, however, the es-
sential characters and lines were 
understandable. 

�e acting was suitable for 
the way the characters were con-
veyed—particular nods going to 
Macbeth, Lady Macbeth, Macdu�, 
Banquo and the witches.  

Plays are generally centered on 
dialogue and lack extensive instruc-
tions, so much of these details are 
open to director’s discretion. With 
this in mind, there’s a lot of room 
for the characters to be portrayed in 
di�erent ways.

For "Macbeth" in particular, 
the character Macbeth can be por-
trayed in a few di�erent ways: a 
power-hungry thane driven by 
“vaulting ambition,” a sympathet-
ic and emotionally distraught hus-
band seeking his wife’s a�ection, or 
a paranoid and mentally unstable 
man experiencing hallucinations. 

While all these facets manifest at 
some point, there are certain scenes 
that can lend to the Macbeth of 
psychological depth, but instead 
succumb to the super�cial “ambi-
tious” route that seems so apparent. 

Personally, I did not see as much 

of this Macbeth as I would have 
liked—the thoughtful, sensitive 
and helpless man subjected to oth-
erworldly forces. 

I also would have liked to see 
more emphasis on the relationship 
between Macbeth and Lady Mac-
beth. �e two are “seeming” during 
much of the play, and it is when 
they are alone together that the au-
dience can witness the complexities 
of their characters. 

Macbeth’s treatment of Lady 
Macbeth during the later scenes as-
serted his “ambitious” persona, and 
though this ambition may seem to 
be the depth of his demeanor, there 
is more to him and the couple's re-
lationship that could have been fur-
ther emphasized. 

However, during the Macbeths’ 
last scene together on stage, the 
cast did an excellent job portraying 
the growing rift between the cou-
ple, who stood far apart and quietly 
speaking their lines in opposite di-
rections. 

�e production did take some 
creative liberty with the �rst scene 
of the play, which begins with the 
three Weïrd Sisters (witches) fore-
shadowing the gloom that gradual-
ly descends upon the play. 

�is rendition began, howev-
er, with the entire cast coming out 
to face the audience and shouting a 
synchronized "Huh!" with a stomp 
of the foot and thrust of their 
weapons. 

�e cast then stood unmoving 
and unreactive as the witches en-

tered the scene, speaking their in-
famous paradoxical lines and mean-
dering about the cast. 

It seems to me that the direc-
tors wanted to convey the arbitrary 
power of the witches over the help-
less and clueless cast—their un-
acknowledged meandering juxta-
posed by the cast's loud and asser-
tive actions preceding it. 

An interesting and unexpected 
approach to say the least, though I 
think that idea can be emphasized 
in a more nuanced way throughout 
the play.  

But what I found most interest-
ing during the tragedy was the ap-
parent humor that the audience 
found in the production. During 
some of the most serious scenes 
(the discovery of the �rst murder, 
Macbeth’s hallucination during the 

banquet scene, and the presenta-
tion of a certain someone’s decapi-
tated head), the crowd found some-
thing laughable in them. 

I don’t think the audience was 
jeering at the quality of the play; 
rather, I think the audience just 
didn’t have much of a sympathetic 
or emotional investment in any of 
the characters. 

Particularly, Macbeth’s halluci-
nation during the banquet scene is 
one of the major transitions of his 
declining character, so I was a little 
vexed that the audience found this 
scene funny. 

From the general comments of 
those around me during intermis-
sion, it seemed that the plot es-
caped a few people. 

Nonetheless, the acting was 
well-done and the overall produc-

tion was entertaining. 
�e play does, however, require 

a decent amount of attention, so 
those expecting a production that 
they can watch passively may want 
to come prepared. �en again, even 
if you’re going as a requirement for 
a theater class or you’re reluctantly 
dragged along by a friend, you can 
at least enjoy the excellently cho-
reographed �ght scenes.  

�e production of Macbeth will 
continue at 7:30 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday and at 2 p.m. Sunday in 
�e �eatre of the Doudna Fine 
Arts Center. Student tickets are $5, 
senior and employee tickets are $10 
and general tickets are $12.

Alex Hill can 
be reached at 581-2812
or at amhill4@eiu.edu.

Chang said if she were in charge 
of judging for the Oscars, the 
awards would focus more on the 
message behind the movie rather 
than how big of a budget it has.

She said the only �lm she would 
be rooting for is “12 Years a Slave,” 
which was nominated for Best Pic-
ture and six other categories.

“I really like ‘12 Years a Slave’ 
because it did show their point 
of view how blacks could not be-

come a human person, and how 
they were forced to live in slavery 
on plantations and they had to only 
eat this much food and barely have 
nothing left, so it kind of showed 
that’s a message that blacks should 
also be treated equally,” Chang said.

While students are more or less 
disinterested in the awards show, 
Robin Murray, a �lm studies pro-
fessor, said she attends an Oscar 
party in which everyone casts their 
ballots, and for every eight correct 
predictions, the predictor wins a 

chocolate bunny.
However, she said she usually ar-

rives late because the award shows 
can start to drag.

“Award shows for the most part 
are long and tend not to be as en-
tertaining anymore,” she said. 

She said the audience for award 
shows has decreased along with 
dwindling movie audience as pro-
grams on Net�ix and YouTube ap-
peal to niche audiences; for exam-
ple, horror movies rarely make the 
nominations list.

Although the award most talk-
ed about is usually the Best Picture, 
Murray said she also watches for 
the documentary and foreign �lm 
categories.

“I think there you might get a 
broader taste of what’s out there 
and what good �lm and �lm mak-
ing looks like,” she said.

She said the documentaries that 
win tend to have an “activist edge” 
to them and attempt to change 
people’s minds, like the 2009 win-
ner “�e Cove” about the killing of 

dolphins.
�is year, she is rooting for “�e 

Act of Killing” because it takes an 
interesting look at the atrocities of 
war.

She is also hoping “Jackass Pres-
ents: Bad Grandpa” will win for 
Best Makeup and Hairstyling.

“It really did look like a bad 
grandpa,” she said.

Stephanie Markham can 
be reached at 581-2812 

or DENverge@eiu.edu.com.
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ALEX HILL

VERGE REVIEWER

Fight scenes make 'Macbeth' worth watching

SETH SCHROEDER | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Jake Cole, as Macbeth, looks up between lines during Eastern's performance of William Shakespeare's "Macbeth" Wednesday 
in the Theatre of the Doudna Fine Arts Center.
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Jerry’s Pub
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*macsuptowner.com

Having begun his acting career 
at age 6, �omas Nicholas has tak-
en on roles in �lms like “Rookie of 
the Year” and even the “American 
Pie” series—but his passion for act-
ing is equaled by a passion for mu-
sic.

�e �omas Nicholas Band will 
perform at 9 p.m. Friday at Friends 
and Company.

Nicholas has played an estimat-
ed 400 shows with a few di�erent 
bands and musicians over the past 
6 to 7 years, but he has been play-
ing guitar since age 14.

As he recalls, that was the year 
Kurt Cobain died.

He said that date stands out be-
cause a student in his junior high 
school did a week of silence after 
Cobain’s death, causing the student 
to get sent to the principal’s o�ce 
every day for not speaking.

“I remember just thinking to 
myself that’s really weird because 
this kid wasn’t really applying him-
self at school, didn’t have the great-
est grades, but he was standing 
up for something he believed in,” 
Nicholas said. “�at was sort of my 
�rst indication that music was a lit-
tle bit more than some bum play-
ing on the radio.”

Nicholas said he has been act-
ing for about 27 years and playing 
music for about 19, and as much as 
people would like him to say he en-
joys one over the other, he will nev-
er be able to choose.

“It’s sort of like if you had to 
choose between a hamburger and a 
pizza,” he said. “�ey’re both pretty 
awesome—unless you’re a vegetari-
an, then a hamburger’s not so awe-
some.”

Nicholas said acting and playing 
music present di�erent rewards.

“For me, music is my opportu-
nity to express myself, versus acting 
is an opportunity to be someone 
outside of myself, to play a charac-
ter,” he said. “So for me, music is 
honesty and acting is technique.”

Although the two mediums of-
fer di�erent means of expression, 
they do cross over at times.

Nicholas said the �rst time a 
character he played inspired his 
songs was when he played political 
and social activist Abbie Ho�man 
in “�e Chicago 8.”

As one of the cultural revolu-
tionaries of the ‘60s, Abbie Ho�-
man stood up for what he believed 
in, including the ideals of Marxism, 
with advocacy campaigns, Nicho-
las said.

“Just by the cultural revolution 
of the ‘60s, he’s a�ected our life 

at large, and getting to the core of 
that certainly a�ected some of my 
music and some of my ideals,” he 
said.

Nicholas said he has also found 
inspiration in a movie he just re-
turned from �lming in which he 
portrays a young Walt Disney.

“He really had an inspiring be-
ginning to his life and so many fail-
ures, but he never gave up,” Nich-
olas said. “I can really feel that 
with my music in the sense that 
I’ve been playing for six years, I’ve 
played over 400 shows, I’ve record-
ed and I’m working on my �fth al-
bum and yet I can’t seem to catch a 
record deal to save my life, but yet 
I’m still going.”

Stephanie Markham can 
be reached at 581-2812 
or DENverge@eiu.edu.

Actor, musician to perform 
with band at Friends & Co.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Actor and musician Thomas Nicholas (right) will perform with The Thomas 
Nicholas Band at 9 p.m. Friday at Friends and Company.

STEPHANIE MARKHAM

VERGE EDITOR

�e women’s studies program 
is hosting a concert resurrecting 
women composers’ music from the 
19th and 20th century in honor of 
Women’s History and Awareness 
Month. 

�e concert will be 7:30 p.m. 
Friday at the Tarble Arts Center. 
Admission is free.

John David Moore, an English 
professor, said during those times 
women composers’ music was re-
jected and did not become popular 
because women making music was 
not socially acceptable.

“We try to draw attention to 
neglected composers,” he said. 
“(Many) of them have been ne-
glected because of their gender.” 

�e performers for the concert 
will be include Moore on piano and 
Elaine Fine, a music instructor at 
Lakeland College, on violin. 

Moore said their interest in re-

viving unheard music along with 
support from the women’s stud-
ies department are what initially 
started this program, which began 
about �ve years ago.

“We try to pick composers who 
we believe is worth hearing and 
(try) to usually select composers 
from a diversity of styles,” Moore 
said.

British-American composer 
Clara Kathleen Rogers, Swed-

ish composer Amanda Maier, Brit-
ish composer Rebecca Clarke and 
American composer Florence Price 
are the composers being featured at 
the concert. 

Fine said Maier only came to 
people’s attention in the last three 
years, which is upsetting because 
she has well written music. 

Because so few recordings of 
these composers exist, their music is 
not well known, Fine said.

Fine said they relied on inter-li-
brary loans for research.

She said they found most of the 
information in the “Encyclopedia 

of Women Composers,” which was 
written by a woman in Charleston.

She said they found a wealth of 
music they can eventually perform 
using those resources.

Because Fine and Moore are able 
to work well together, the prepara-
tion and performance usually goes 
smoothly.

“We work well because we have 

similar musical taste, both enjoy 
performing and sharing music. We 
like to rehearse a lot because we en-
joy the process just as much as the 
product,” Fine said. 

�eir working relationship 
shows when they perform because 
there is no jealousy—they both al-
low the music to shine. 

“We feel sort of like equals when 
we play,” Moore said. “�e parts are 
equally long and di�cult; we just 
get along with each other.”

�e hard work is put into the 
concert so the audience can enjoy 
the music and take something from 
the experience. 

“I want the audience to learn 
music written by women because 
in the current culture it is not 
much awareness of women in his-
tory,” Fine said. “I hope the concert 
changes people’s attitudes towards 
women in the 19th century.” 

Kalyn Hayslett can 
be reached at 581-2812
 or kehayslett@eiu.edu.

Concert to honor women composers at Tarble
KALYN HAYSLETT

VERGE REPORTER

OLIVIA DIGGS|THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

John David Moore rehearses musical numbers Jan. 22 in the Atrium of  the Tarble 
Arts Center. Moore and Elaine Fine will perform a concert for WHAM at 7:30 p.m. 
Friday at the Tarble Arts Center. Admission is free.
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With such a common name, 
folk rocker Brian Davis found him-
self getting mistaken for one musi-
cian or another on social media, so 
he decided to take the stage name 
of a worthless tour guide—A Met-
ropolitan Guide.

�e name was the title of a 
poem Davis wrote for class. As a se-
nior English major at Eureka Col-
lege, Davis said he always has to 
brainstorm for ideas, even when he 
has none. 

He said he came up with “A 
Metropolitan Guide” on a whim, 
and he went with the title because 
people seemed to like it. 

“It basically told the story of a 
would-be tour guide who spent his 
time giving tours of things that you 
would never actually need to have 
tours of,” he said.

�e title also has somewhat of a 
double meaning for Davis’s music; 
listening to his songs would be like 
following the tour guide.

“I thought this can be kind of 
cool for my songs and such, which 
give you a story, but you’ll probably 
be OK in your life if you don’t hear, 
but they’re fun to listen to anyway,” 
he said.

Davis will be performing at 7 
p.m. Saturday at Jackson Avenue 
Co�ee.

Although he hasn’t yet gradu-
ated college, Davis has already re-
corded �ve albums, the most recent 
being “Pioneering” which came out 
Jan. 14.

Coupled with having a more 
�exible schedule in college, using 
weekends and breaks to the full-
est and recording all but one album 
outside of a studio, �nding the time 
to make music is all a matter of 
wanting to for Davis.

“If you want to do something, 

it’s pretty easy to �t it into free 
time,” he said.

All of his releases feature him-
self singing and playing guitar, and 
the two most recent also feature his 
older brother playing electric guitar.

Davis said his brother helped to 
spark his interest in music, leading 
him to begin playing guitar at age 
18.

“My brother for one has been 
a songwriter for years, and grow-
ing up in the same house and going 
to his shows and listening to him 
write some great songs, that put the 
idea in my head pretty early on in 
my teenage years,” Davis said.

Another huge in�uence for Da-

vis was hearing indie folk-rock 
band �e Decemberists for the �rst 
time.

Listening to the band’s third al-
bum “Picaresque” in 2005 changed 
everything.

“�e types of songs that they 
were writing just totally changed 
the music that I was listening to, 
the types of music I wanted to write 
and also when I was reading it re-
ally had a profound creative impact 
for me,” he said.

He said he particularly liked 
front man Colin Meloy’s knack for 
storytelling as well as the band’s 
ability to write “killer melodies” 
while using diverse instruments in 

the background.
�e band helped to lead Davis 

to where he is now—writing semi-
�ctional stories as lyrics to his own 
songs.

“It broadened what I thought 
that I was allowed to write about or 
that I could write about,” he said. 
“It kind of just showed me that ev-
erything was fair game, and that 
was a really freeing concept when 
you �rst stumble upon it.”

Within a year or two of picking 
up the guitar, Davis began dabbling 
in songwriting and has been work-
ing on his writing skills ever since.

Davis said some songs are based 
loosely o� things that happened to 

him, while some are inspired by 
short stories he has written for class, 
stories he has read or music he has 
heard.

“�ere’s no one speci�c well that 
I draw from to get all of my subject 
matter, but it’s just kind of a con-
glomerate of all of them working 
together,” he said.

He said he will never stop want-
ing an audience to hear his songs, 
but he has come to the point where 
writing and playing is something he 
needs to do just to exist.

Stephanie Markham can 
be reached at 581-2812 
or DENverge@eiu.edu.

Fiction writer to bring folk rock to JAC
STEPHANIE MARKHAM

VERGE EDITOR
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Brian Davis, who goes by the stage name 'A Metropolitan Guide', will perform folk rock music at 7 p.m. Saturday at Jackson Avenue Co�ee.

She’s a stand up comedian, 
mother and writer for MTV’s “Girl 
Code.” 

With a wicked Afro of spiral-
ing curls to match her ideas, Calise 
Hawkins will be performing at 7 
p.m. Friday in the Dvorak Concert 
Hall of the Dounda Fine Arts Cen-
ter.  

Her visit is part of her college 
comedy tour where she visits 34 
colleges to do stand up for an hour. 

Hawkins, who is also a native of 
Spring�eld, said living in the city 
poses di�culties.

 She said that there was a lot of 
racism, and it felt somewhat cliqu-
ey; the environment was such that 
it if a person didn’t �t in anywhere, 
they would be seen as an outcast. 

 “Small minds, they don’t grow 
like gold�sh… If you don’t �t in, 
you feel left out,” she said.  

However, not everything was 
bad, because while in Spring�eld 
she tried many clubs and organiza-

tions during high school, and that’s 
how she became involved in the 
newspaper, which would later lead 
to acting. 

“�at was my last stop when I 
got bored/kicked out of the rest,” 
she said. 

Coincidentally, she admitted to 
not always wanting to be a come-
dian. 

Hawkins said the �eld of come-
dy isn’t as clear as the other career 
paths and it has to be forged by the 
person pursuing it. 

“It’s hard to break into and it’s a 
boys’ club,” she said. 

Hawkins, who is inspired by liv-
ing her life, said whenever some-
thing comes to mind, she’ll text, 
tweet, or Facebook the note to her-
self. 

“(I) remember moments that 
make me laugh,” Hawkins said. 

Speaking of comedians, 
Hawkins said there were two fa-
mous comedians that she admired 
for their talent, Andy Kaufman and 
Patrice O’ Neal. 

“He was strategically insane,” 
Hawkins said of Kaufman, but O’ 

Neal is the person she misses the 
most. “He was going to be big, he 
had a lot more to say and now no 
one gets to hear it.” 

O’ Neal died in 2011 after a 
bout with diabetes following a sub-
sequent stroke and Kaufman died 
in 1984 of lung cancer. 

One of Hawkins’ dreams is to 
pen a science �ction novel, she ex-
pressed it as being one of her fan-
tasies, but due to her busy schedule 
hasn’t had time to sit down and be-
gin. 

“I just want to put all of the cra-
zy thoughts I have into �ction,” 
Hawkins said. 

Hawkins said the novel would 
be based o� a dream she had about 
her daughter and aliens. 

Some of her writing has already 
been published online such as a sto-
ry about sleep paralysis, which she 
su�ers from. 

“It feels real and then it’s over,” 
she said. “I must’ve been dream-
ing.” 

Even though she does all of 
these amazing things such as stand 
up and motherhood, she said that 

everything just becomes a normal 
routine for her. 

“�is is a challenging career 
overall, di�culties come from ev-
erywhere and it just depends on 
where you place the blame—I 
would never blame my daughter,” 
she said. 

Hawkins, who will be turning 
34 on the day of her performance 
at Eastern, said she could see herself 

being a TV personality or a TV talk 
show like “�e View,” or even part 
of an ensemble where she could 
bounce ideas o� of others. 

Hawkins’ performance, spon-
sored by the University Board, is 
free of charge.  

RobertoHodge can 
be reached at 581-2812

 or rlhodge@eiu.edu.

'Girl Code' writer, comedian to stir laughter
ROBERTO HODGE

VERGE REPORTER

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Comedian Calise Hawkins will be performing a 7 p.m. on Friday in the Dvorak 
Convert Hall in  the Doudna Fine Arts Center.
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