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All-student exhibit offers
great learning experience

Verge, section B

Women’s hoops clinches
outright title

Page 12

EVENT

COURTNEY CHAMBERS,
sophomore pre-nursing major

‘LIGHT OF A WOMAN’

Miss Black EIU contestants prepare for pageant, see page 3

ERIKA COLLINS,
senior pre-nursing major

PHOTOS BY CHELSEA GRADY | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

CITY

Hosting parties without getting wet

By Kayleigh Zyskowski
City Editor

The weekend has finally arrived.
As the clock passes 9 p.m. an East-
ern student receives a text message,
“We'’re waiting for you outside.”
'The student grabs his keys and coat
then heads out the door.

Next on the agenda: House par-
ties.

After a short walk, the student
enters the house. The roar of the
music and sound of a crowd ex-
plodes in his ears. A couple of hello
hugs are exchanged, along with $5
for the shiny red Solo cup, the one
he has been waiting for all week. A
short wait in a line full of North
Face jackets, a couple of pumps
and the student has obtained the
first drink of the night. Drinks one,

two and three go down well, un-

til the foam of the fourth cup hits
the floor when the dreadful word
is heard throughout the suddenly
hushed crowd: Cops.

The cops have arrived and ma-
jority of the crowd is under the age
of 21.

Despite what reaction and in-
stinct tells an underage person to
do, Lt. Brad Oyer of the Charles-
ton Police Department said the
best thing to do is to answer the
door, talk to the cops and see where
things go from there. If the door is
not answered, the officer has the
option to receive a search warrant
if they have reason to believe ille-
gal activity is happening inside. If
not, the offender can be cited at a
later date.

“The best thing to do is talk to
the officer, fix the problem. But by
all means, not answering the door

does not look good,” Oyer said.

Oper said the police department
normally receives phone calls about
house parties from neighbors com-
plaining about people running
through their yards.

Some students believe the par-
ty is a safety zone if signs are put
up stating the drinking age, and an
orange fence is put up around the
property.

“This is absolutely not true,”
Opyer said. “If people are putting up
an orange fence that keeps people
out of other people’s yards, that’s a
good thing, but when you have a
gathering at your house, you are re-
sponsible for what your guests are
doing.”

The signs will not give the house
immunity either.

“You cannot sell to anybody
without a liquor license,” Oyer said.

“It is the residents” responsibility to
make sure they are not supplying
alcohol to people under the age of
21. That means they cannot give al-
cohol to anyone they don’t know
for certain is 21 without carding
them.”

Every incidence is investigated,
but ultimately, if underage people
are drinking the residents are on
dangerous ground, Oyer said.

If citations are issued, the police
officers will ask questions to put on
record, issue the tickets and take
the offender’s photograph.

The residents of the house where
the party was located will be cited
for serving alcohol to minors, and
the minors will be cited with accep-
tance of alcohol.

The police officers formerly took

the offenders to the police station
PARTIES, page 7

UNIVERSITY

UPI hits
‘rock
bottom’

Proposed budget
puts funding

at similar levels
to recession years

By Sarah Ruholl
Administration Editor

The news is not good for Illinois universi-
ties, according to Ellie Sullivan, the Univer-
sity Professionals of Illinois Local 4100 pres-
ident.

“We are at rock bottom,” Sullivan said at
the UPI chapter meeting Thursday afternoon.
“I’ve been in higher education for 37 years,
and this is the worst I've ever seen.”

A proposed budget for fiscal year 2011
would put higher education funding at the
2006 level. Sullivan said the 2006 levels fol-
lowed three years of recession, equating it to
2002 levels. When factoring in inflation rates,
Sullivan said it would essentially be equal to
1999 levels.

“We've lost a decade and a year of funding,
and yet, costs continue to rise,” Sullivan said.
“Higher education has been particularly hard
hit in the last five or six years.”

Traditionally, one-third of education spend-
ing in Illinois went to higher education. That
percent has been going down in recent years.

“In the past few years, higher education has
been getting less and less,” Sullivan said. “We
need that funding desperately.”

Lowered state appropriations have led to
what Sullivan called “tuition-driven” budget-
ing, which contributes to rising tuition costs.
Rising tuition brings about more than just af-
fordability issues.

BOTTOM, page 7

FACULTY

Former
professor
guilty

of felony

Staff Report

Former Eastern professor, Terence Mayhue
was found guilty of destruction/obstruction of
court evidence on Feb. 16.

Mayhue was sentenced to two years of proba-
tion and given a $500 fine. The defendant paid
$903, including court fines.

Mayhue was once a faculty member of East-
ern’s Music Department and served as a profes-
sor for the percussion concentration. Mayhue
worked at Eastern from 2000 to spring 2009,
but was not rehired for the 2009-2010 school
year.
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Train station renovations to be complete in May

By Kayleigh Zyskowski
City Editor

A portion of the $3.1 million reno-
vations at the Mattoon Amtrack Station
will be complete on Monday.

Since last summer, workers have
been renovating the nearly 100-year-
old building, and starting early next
week an elevator on the east side of the
station will be working, said Jackie Re-
cord, a member of the Coles County
Historic Society.

In 2000, the city of Mattoon bought
the train station from Amtrak and has
since been taking steps to restore the
historic building.

A fundraiser held by the Coles Coun-
ty Historic Society raised $165,000
to repair leaks in the roof, which were
fixed in 2002.

Now the city has moved on to the
rest of the building, using $3.1 million
for the restoration project.

“With nearly 28,000 passengers
coming through the station every year,

most of whom are Eastern students and
professors, the renovations needed to be
done,” Record said.

The train station was built in 1918;
however, that alone is not why the
building has historical relevance.

“It is a unique three story depot
building, there is no other like it in the
state — maybe in the whole country,”
Record said. “Since Mattoon does not
have a courthouse or town square, this
train station serves as the center of the
town.”

'The renovations include new plumb-
ing and wiring throughout the build-
ing, restoration of the interior and exte-
rior of the building and an uplift to the
original windows.

The $3.1 million project was paid
for in part by two federal transporta-
tion grants. The grants covered 80 per-
cent of the cost, and the city was re-
quired to pay the rest. Private donations
of $400,000 helped pay the city’s por-
tion.

'The city received the money in 2005

with aid from President Barack Obama,
who at the time was an Illinois senator,
Sen. Dick Durbin (D-IL) and Rep. Tim
Johnson (R-Urbana).

The city paid for the remaining
Costs.

“Most of the building was locked up
for the last 15 years, and some of it was
used as office space,” Record said.

When owned by the railroad com-
pany, the building was used to service
steam engines.

“It was used to fuel the engines and
test the water,” Record said. “It has not
been used much since then, that’s why
it was in such poor condition.”

Once the renovations are complete,
the city has plans for the building,

'The passenger waiting room is leased
to Amtrak by the city of Mattoon, but
now the rest of the building will be
leased as well.

“The area at track level, three differ-
ent spaces, will be leased to the Histori-
cal Society;” Record said. “There will be
enough space to have a history of the

MEGAN MATHY | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Renovatons are underway at the train station in Mattoon, where a portion
will open to the public on Monday. This historic landmark has been under
renovation since 2002 and is likely to be completed by May.

rail road and local history museum.”
The city plans to lease the areas at
street level to businesses.
If all goes to plan, the project will be
complete in May. A dedication and rib-

bon cutting will be held at the end of
June.

Kayleigh Zyskowski can

be reached at 581-7943 or at

kzyskowski@eiu.edu.

CAMPUS

Cooking incident causes Lawson residents to evacuate

By Jason Hardimon
Campus Editor

Lawson Hall was evacuated at ap-
proximately 1:30 p.m. Thursday after
fire alarms were triggered in response
to burnt food on the ninth floor.

Patrick Wildman, a senior social
science secondary education major,
is the senior staff assistant for Tay-
lor and Lawson. Wildman, who was
working at the front desk at the time,

said he was unsure of what caused
the incident.

“There were reports of smoke on
the ninth floor,” Wildman said.

Temetria Hargett, resident director
for Lawson Hall, led the evacuation.

Hargett spoke with the Charleston
Fire Department about what caused
the evacuation.

“As it turns out, there was some-
one cooking on one of the communi-
ties, and that’s what triggered the fire

alarm,” Hargett said.

Angela Bicos, freshman English
major, and Michelle Santos, fresh-
man elementary education major,
were in their room at the time.

Both said they were confused when
they heard the alarm.

“We heard the fire alarm go off
and we were like, “Wait, its not even
the first Tuesday of the month,” San-
tos said.

Katie Payne, a junior history ma-

jor, is employed by conference ser-
vices and was working on the second
floor at the time. Payne said she was
startled by the alarm.

“I know it scared me when it went
off because it was in the afternoon
and I wasn’t expecting it,” Payne
said.

Hargett said the residents and RA’s
responded well to the evacuation, and
that they were fortunate that not ev-
eryone had to wait out in the cold.

“They did a great job as far as stay-
ing away from the building, and it
was fortunate that we had Taylor and
Andrew’s lobbies that we could use to
wait inside because it’s kind of cold
outside,” Hargett said. “And the staff
handled it even though not everyone
was here.”

Jason Hardimon can be reached
at 581-7942 or
Jjrhardimon2@eiu.edu.
























LOCAL DIRECTOR BRINGS DVD TO CHUCK, ‘LEGION’ MOVIE REVIEW
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Tarble opens gallery’s doors
for annual all-student exhibit

By Michael Cortez
Staff Reporter

The Eastern community will have a
chance to view student art pieces they cre-
ated for this year’s annual Undergraduate
All-Student Art Show at the Tarble Arts
Center.

Accepted art pieces will be on display at
Tarble from Saturday until March 28. The
art exhibit is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Tuesday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday and 1 to 4 p.m. Sunday.

Faculty and students see the show as
an opportunity for artists to exhibit their
work and receive criticism. A wide range
of art will be in the show including paint-
ings, fabrics, sculptures and more; in total
11 categories are represented.

Every year art department chair Glenn
Hild encourages students to participate in
the show.

“If you are going to be in the visual
arts, you will have to participate and you
might as well give it a shot,” Hild said.
“It’s a great opportunity for students and
their family to see your work on display. I
would encourage everybody and anybody
to come and see the exhibit.”

Students enter to compete for the many
awards given out by a panel of three judg-
es. In order to reduce bias, all three judg-
es are selected from outside Eastern’s com-
munity.

Judges came from the Herron School of
Art and Design in Indianapolis, the Hen-
ry Radford Hope School of Fine Arts in
Bloomington, Ind. and the University of
North Texas in Denton, Texas.

The jurors met Monday and decided
which pieces will receive awards as well as
which pieces will be exhibited.

Hild said a good number of people
sent in their work for the exhibit. There
are around 200 Eastern art students and
anywhere from half to two-thirds of them
submit work.

The awards will be presented to the
winners on Sunday at 2:30 p.m. in the
Tarble Arts Center Atrium. The Chair-
man’s Award will be given by the art de-

“It's definitely a
good experience...
You work a lot
throughout the
semester, and it’s
cool to see your stuff

in the gallery.”

Nathan Motsinger, a senior art major

partment faculty and presented by Hild.

The award is given to the senior who
“demonstrated exceptional abilities as a vi-
sual artist,” according to the prospectus.
Hild has given this award every year for
the past 11 years.

Nathan Motsinger, a senior two dimen-
sional art major, had his paintings entered
into the exhibit for the past two years and
is confident about this year. After all his
work, he is excited to go up against oth-
er artists.

“It’s definitely a good experience,”
said Motsinger said. “This is so low-key
and easy to submit your work. The loca-
tion is really nice. It’s students that are al-
ways working next to you. You work a lot
throughout the semester, and it’s cool to
see your stuff in the gallery. ”

Even though art is a competitive scene,
Motsinger doesn’t let the competition and
expectations of others get in the way of his
work.

“I don’t look at it as judging,” Motsing-
er said. “I look at it as communicating, in
a way. | get my emotions out of the way.
It’s a challenge to meet everyone’s expecta-
tions, and everyone wants something dif-
ferent. Youre the artist and I'm going to
do what I want to do.”

Art professor Suzan Braun has been
part of the art show for about 30 years
and enjoys seeing all the original pieces
each year.

“Each artwork is unique and individ-
ual,” Braun said. “It’s always nice to see
what our students do. They are all inter-
esting.”

BRAD YORK | ON THE VERGE

Nathan Motsinger, a senior two dimensional art major, works on a potential painting submission in his
make shift studio and bedroom for the annual Undergraduate All-Student Art Show at Tarble Arts Center.

Motsinger encourages other art stu-
dents to consider sending in their work for
next year’s competition.

“Tarble is really good for getting peo-
ple’s work out there,” he said. “You have to

get out there and let people see it, whether
it’s in a show, Internet or whatever.”

Michael Cortez can be reached at
581-7942 or mjcortez@ein.edu.
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Poor restaurant services
push away area cliental

Customer service! The word
cannot be stressed enough.
Whether it is a key word used
in an interview to market one-
self or learned serving in the
food industry, excellent custom-
er service is something Ameri-
cans have come to demand and
highly value. I am one of them.

My mother came down for a
short stay last weekend, and we
went out to a local restaurant to
enjoy dinner together. We were
quickly seated at 5:30 p.m. on a
Saturday, but we soon found out
the few parties that came in be-
hind us had a 40-minute wait.
The dining room seating was full,
but the bar had plenty of open
space to take in hungry patrons.

Our waitress came and quick-
ly took our drink orders with-
out any problems. When it came
time to order, though, our wait-
ress was unable to answer some
basic questions we had about the
menu. She told us she was pret-
ty new on the job, which in-
formed us that our dining ex-
perience might be substandard.
Still, I did not pass judgment and
would let her prove her skills.

Our appetizer and first course
came in a timely manner and
without any problems. It wasn’t
until later in the evening that I
find out she never brought out
a bread basket for us to share.
The people next to us had the

same server, and they had to

Colleen Kitka

go up and ask for their own.

Once our entrée came, we
did not see our waitress again
for about 35 minutes. She
did not come back mid-meal
to see if we needed anything,
and she never refilled my wa-
ter glass. The establishment did
not seem crowded and bar seat-
ing was still open, but there was
still a long wait to be seated.

The server finally came back
to clear the table, but she did not
ask if we wanted dessert or after-
dinner drinks. After waiting a
few moments, I decided to go up
and ask for a menu to look at our
dessert options. I saw our server
spending a brief time talking with
a customer I assume she knew.

When she finally came back,
we ordered coffee and des-
sert. The coffee came quick-
ly, but the cream I had request-
ed did not come until the dessert
did; it seemed like an eternity! In
the 20-plus minutes spent wait-
ing for dessert, we had finished
most of our coffee, and I sim-
ply drank mine without cream.

Our whole meal seemed like
a joke. It took another 15 min-

utes to receive a check, and we
found out she did not bill us for
the dessert. My mother point-
ed this out to the waitress, but
she said it was on the house.

After paying and closer observa-
tion of the bill, we discovered the
establishment lost $23 out of the
four-course meal with cocktails.

The waitress may have been
having a bad day, preoccupied
with other things or any number
of things, but her service was aw-
ful and her company lost mon-
ey and business because of her.

I know firsthand the demand-

ing roles servers fill and that the
industry has a trend of high lev-

el of turnover rates, but I also un-
derstand the demanding necessi-
ty of excellent customer service to
keep patrons coming back. Good
managers demand this out of their
staff; this restaurant did not.

My biggest pet peeve with any
food establishment is careless-
ness and inadequate, at best, ser-
vice. I do not care if the food is
mediocre, but if there is impres-
sionable customer service from
a cheerful employee, it will keep
me coming back. This restaurant
did not deliver the minimal ser-
vice I expected, and they have lost
one more customer because of it.

Colleen Kitka can be reached at
581-7942 or crkitka@eiu.edu.

Watching paint dry

Upcoming Events
Friday 02/26: FREE SHOW
Herbert Wiser Band
Saturday 02/27: Spread
Sunday 02/28: FREE SHOW
Jaik Willis
Thursday 03/04: Ultraviolet

Drink Specials

Sunday: $1 Coors Lite Pints
$1.75 Rail Drinks
Monday: $1 Miller Lite Pints
$2 UV Vodkas
Tuesday: $1 Killians Pints
$2.50 Kilo-Kai Shots
Wednesday: $1 PBR Pints
$3 Jack, Jim & Jose
Thursday: $1 Bud & Bud Light Pints
$1.50 Vodka
$2.75 Redbull/Vodka
Friday: $2 Domestic Bottles
$3 Captain and Jager
$4 Jager Bombs

Hippopotamus

Friday 03/04: FREE SHOW
Mark Tyler and Friends
Saturday: $3 U-CALL-IT

make it a bomb for $1 more Saturday 03/06: Shaggy Wonda

NFL Sunday Ticket
Best Beer Selection in Town

BRAD YORK | ON THE VERGE

A painting on panel by Nathan Motsinger, a senior two-deminsional art major, slowly drys so fresh layers can be added.
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Hard work pays off for art professor

By Brad York
Verge Editor

From early childhood to a senior
year in college, some people strug-
gle with what they want to be when
they grow up. We all have interests
and hobbies, but the reality is that
not everyone can have an occupa-
tion in their own “field” of dreams.

Chris Kahler, associate art pro-
fessor and graduate coordinator in
the art department, is fortunate in
this sense. He has pursued his dream
of becoming an artist and has been
growing with the field ever since.

“I knew around the age of 8 or so
that being an artist would be a goal
of mine, but it was not the future
my parents hoped for me,” Kahler
said. “They knew it would be tough.
In my freshman year of high school,
I focused so much on my art home-
work that my parents thought it
would be a good idea to avoid tak-
ing art classes until my senior year.”

Kahler’s father is an architect and
his mother has practiced watercolor
painting nearly her whole life. The
artist remembers weekend field trips
to art museums and galleries as stan-
dard while growing up in Milwau-
kee. His parents understood the dif-
ficulties Kahler could face all too
well.

“My father was president of the
Milwaukee Art Museum when I was
in high school. He had the rare op-
portunity to sit down with world fa-
mous artist Georgia O’Keefe,” Kahl-

“Hybrid Dynamic”

er said. “He wondered if she had
any advice for me. Her response
was roughly, ‘Don’t do it, this is the
worst life.”

Kahler was faced with a dilemma;
should he follow O’Keefe’s advice or
should he follow his dreams?

“As a compromise I agreed to go
to Ohio Wesleyan as an English ma-
jor,” Kahler said. “However, I insist-
ed on the first day of registration that
the painting professor had to let me

ALYCIA ROCKEY | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Chris Kahler, associate art professor and graduate coordinator, sits in front of a work-in-progress that is part of the series

into a drawing class, even though I
had not taken the prerequisite class.”

Kahler said the professor was re-
luctant at first but after a look over
his portfolio, the professor changed
his mind. The professor soon be-
came one of Kahler's mentors and
taught him painting techniques,
which became his favorite discipline
to date.

Kahler switched his major to fine
arts in his second year of college.

Other Kahl-

er keeps an ever-growing list of in-

than mentors,

fluences that show through his art-
work.

“The great thing about art is that
you can never know enough,” Kahl-
er said. “I am constantly learning,
and I hope I never lose the capacity
to keep an open mind. The desire to
learn is only part of the process. Tal-
ent comes from hard work and ded-
ication. I am just plain curious, but

mainly my work comes from ob-
serving structures and systems in ev-
ery -day life.”

Kahler said his fascination with
mortality and the inner workings of
the body has guided him to research
cybernetics, physics, mapping and
systems theories, just to name a few,
that can be seen in his paintings.

One goal of Kahler was to be re-
viewed in a national or internation-
al art magazine. This dream was ful-
filled on Feb. 5 when he was re-
viewed in the international publica-
tion Art in America for a solo show
in St. Louis.

“This has given me a big boost,
and I am getting ready for a solo
show in the spring of 2011 down in
Florida,” Kahler said. “I have been
fortunate to have a gallery represent
my work the past seven years. I am
fortunate to have things on the ho-
rizon most of the time, so I focus
on making work all year round. An
upcoming show only puts me on a
more demanding work schedule to
make sure everything is up to what
the gallery is expecting.”

Kahler jokes that once you have
graduated no one is going to call
you up on Sunday night and ask if
you painted this past weekend.

“This is a career that only gets re-
sults because you work really hard
and you are self-motivated,” Kahl-
er said.

Brad York can be reached at 581-
7942 or bayork@eiu.edu.

Different venues evoke different opinions

By Colleen Kitka
Assistant Verge Editor

Small crowds of students gather
to hear solo and small group mu-
sicians perform at the University
Board’s Open Mic Nights. Across
town, independent local bands
draw their own steady intimate
crowds who often pack local bars.

Both scenes can have spot-
ty turnouts. Jacob Unterberger, a
sophomore electronic media stud-
ies major, has been a faithful at-
tendee and a hip-hop performer at
the open mic series for two years.

The Open Mic Series is com-
monly held at the 7th Street Un-
derground, and Unterberger now is
on the committee to help plan the
series. Unterberger prefers to play
wherever there is good diversity and
the crowd is the liveliest.

“It is pretty much hit or miss
with the kinds of crowds you get
at open mic,” Unterberger said.
“Sometimes you get a bunch of
great performers, but no one will
show up at open mic and some-
times you can have a lot of people.
It is different every single open mic,
every single show.”

Sean Walker, a senior art paint-
ing major, is the lead vocalist for
the local Staff Blues Band, which
plays all over town and often at the
local bars. Walker said a few mem-
bers of the band will occasionally
play at the Open Mic Nights. The
full band never plays because it is
not worth all the work to set up the

full band to play only three songs.

Bryan Rolfsen, a senior biologi-
cal science major, lead guitarist and
singer for the band Howard, agrees
with Walker.

“Seventh Street is pretty nice
if you are only one or two peo-
ple playing acoustic,” Rolfsen said.
“But if you put a lot of noise into
7th Street Underground, it is pret-
ty hard to play intelligibly down
there.”

Walker prefers the bar scene be-
cause he is more drawn to the full
band aesthetics. He comes from a
background of playing a couple dif-
ferent instruments, and enjoys see-
ing all the musical parts collabo-
rate.

“It becomes more about what
these people can do when they
come together, so thats what I re-
ally like more so about the music of
the full band scene as opposed to
the open mic scene.”

Walker said there are fewer in
attendance at the open mics versus
the local bars.

“The local band scene, that’s
when you see more crowd partici-
pations, also competition,” Walker
said. “I don’t want to say it, but the
booze helps people open up. At the
bar scene people are dancing; they
are up and out of their seats. At the
open mic, people are not as rowdy.”

Walker’s favorite memory was at
the bar Mad Hatter’s last Decem-
ber, when the band was just start-
ing out and the crowds were recep-
tive.

“It was some of the biggest
crowds we had played [for] in such
a long time,” Walker said. “It was
just a lot of fun, it is always exciting
when you see 50-60 people danc-
ing. The better the crowd, the bet-
ter the show.”

Each venue has its own pros and
cons that determine why musicians
prefer playing at certain venues over
others.

Joe Garrison, a senior sociology
major and a vocalist and guitarist
for the band Mugwump Specific,
enjoys playing at Mac’s Uptowner
because of the socializing and gen-

CHELSEA GRADY | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
The Staff Blues Band performs at Friends & Co. in the fall. Sean Walker, lead vocalist for the band, said as a musician, he prefers
playing at local bars rather than the University Board’s Open Mic Night Series.

eral cosmetic feel.

“Itis a guy bar and I love it. And
there is a litde stage, and it is not
very big.” Garrison said. “Its kinda
dirty and messy. I kinda like it. It
fits us; I think it fits us as a band.”

Even though many local bands
prefer to play at venues off cam-
pus, the Open Mic Nights serve a
unique function. For Garrison, it
was a good stepping stone to get
him to play in front of people. He
did not feel judged when he did.
Walker networked with fellow mu-
sicians at open mics, hence his cur-
rent position with the Staff Blues

Band.

“I think both are very valuable
by all means,” Walker said. “Open
mic is great opportunity for net-
working. It is the most important
thing about it if you are looking to
start a group. It also gives another
side because of the solo perform-
ers who do not get to come out as
much. Also the open mic is great
for the underage students since
they can’t get into the bar.”

Colleen Kitka can be reached a
581-7942 or crkitka@eiu.edu.
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Feathered friends strike fury in‘Legion’
GOD’S WRATH WRONGS VIEWERS, PLOT DISAPPOINTS CRITIC

By Jonathan Posch
Staff Reporter

Rating: D

“Legion” was not a good movie.
Not being a good movie doesn’t al-
ways designate failure however. One
could argue that “Bad Boys 2”7 was
not a “good” movie, but that didn’t
stop it from being entertaining in
that dumb action movie sort of way.
Unfortunately. “Legion” cant even
manage that.

The plot focuses on God loosing
faith in all of humanity and has sent
his angels to take care of business
down here on Earth. The vast ma-
jority of the film takes place in and
around a small diner in the middle
of the New Mexico desert. Michael
the archangel defies God’s orders
and falls to Earth to help a group of
humans fend off a horde of angels
besieging the diner. Inside of the
diner lies a waitress who unknow-
ingly has the key to saving the en-
tire world.

The story never really makes that
big of an effort as to why someone
should care about any of these peo-
ple. Every character comes off as
cliché, which makes them all that
much harder to sympathize with.

The angels' motivations are nev-
er fully explored besides a state-
ment that says, “God told us to...
so yeah.”

At times its
able how the angles are portrayed.

almost  laugh-

They curse at the protagonists with
mouths that would make a sail-
or blush. On top of that, the an-
gels (who attack Earth by possessing
other humans to do their bidding)
eat people. Couple this with their
near emotionless demeanor and it
begins to feel more like a poor mans
“Dawn of the Dead.”

The acting isnt horrible, but it
isn’t going to win anyone an Oscar.
Everyone plays their parts reason-
ably well with Dennis Quaid play-
ing the diner’s owner, Bob, and Paul
Bettany as the fallen angel Michael
standing out as the leading men.
Both fit comfortably well in their
roles.

The movie’s story is full of plot
holes. The characters are predict-
able, similar to a horror movie in
which the viewer can see who's ex-
pendable and who really matters
within the first 15 minutes. Worst
of all, it’s just plain boring for most
of the movie. Expect three pointless
slow moving talking scenes for ev-
ery scene involving a big battle with
numerous angels getting gunned

down. The latter half picks up steam
with action scene after action scene,
but at this point it’s too late to care.

For all the movies failures, there’s
something nearly every 20 minutes
that will at the very least make the
viewer smile. Whether it’s the way
Michael explodes a wall and the
outline of the explosion is a cross
or how he can dual wield M16s and
mow down countless angels with lit-
tle to no problem. (Who knew an-
gels were good with guns anyway?)
I¢’s always nice to see just that added
bit of insanity. Had “Legion” played
off of these moments and not tak-
en itself so seriously, they could have
had something.

At a run tme of just over 90
minutes, “Legion” certainly doesn’t
overstay its welcome, though one
could argue it wasnt really wel-
come to begin with. I just don’t un-
derstand who's supposed to enjoy
this film; those who are religious
are likely to be offended since “Le-
gion” is fairly blasphemous. Those
who like action movies have count-
less better options available. Nobody
wins here.

Jonathan Posch can be reached at
581-7942 or jjposch@eiu.e

PHOTO COURTESY OF BOLD FILMS

Local filmmaker shows
feature production on
campus in Doudna

“Since the film is by

By Sam Bohne
Staff Reporter

A film about a secretive fiancée, a suspicious wife and
a serial killer targeting cheating women will be screened
today, along with a student meet-and-greet with the

filmmaker.

Quincy Joyner will show his first feature film, “Stay

a local filmmaker
and shot here in the
Charleston area, it

the Sweet,” at 8 p.m. in the Lecture Hall of the Doudna
Fine Arts Center. The film, shot in two weeks, tells the
story of a wife who believes her husband is cheating on
her, but her husbands suspicious behavior leads to the
discovery of a serial killer.

“They should know that it’s not a slasher film, buc it
has the elements of a horror film.” Joyner said.

Robin Murray, an English professor and adviser to
the students who minor in film studies, is encouraging
film studies student to see the film to become more pre-
pared for film criticism and production in the future.

“As the film studies minor adviser, I am promoting
the film and coordinating a film studies meet and greet
with the filmmaker Quincy Joyner.” Murray said. “Since
the film is by a local filmmaker and shot here in the
Charleston area, it is generating much interest among
students.”

Scenes of “Stay the Sweet” may look familiar to stu-
dents because it was filmed in the Charleston area.

“Well, we shot at What's Cookin’, down at the
square.” Joyner said.

After a month of rehearsal and another month of pre-
production, filming for Joyner’s creation had taken two
weeks.

“I came up with the idea because I wanted a film I
could make in a few weeks.” Joyner said.

is generating much
interest among
students.”

Robin Murray, an English professor and film
studies minor adviser

After finishing his first full-length film, Joyner looks
at “Stay the Sweet” as a learning experience.

“I learned a lot on how to make a feature.” Joyner
said.

Joyner said he might take the film to a few festivals.

“It could be stronger before I take it to a festival.” he
added.

Besides “Stay the Sweet,” Joyner has also made short
films “Echo” and “Flawed.”

After the screening of “Stay the Sweet,” students will
be able to purchase the film.

Sam  Bohne
shbobhne@eiu. edu.

reached at 581-7942 or

can  be

ENTERTAINMENT
BRIEFS

BAKER’S STREET BAND PLAYS WITH

ROAD SONGS

The Baker Street Band plays today at the Jackson
Avenue Coffee shop at 7:30 p.m. The band will have
feature guest Road Songs play. The event is free.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

UB MOVIE:'PLANET 51’
The University Board is will show the movie tonight
and Saturday at 7 p.m. in Buzzard Hall.

ALL-STUDENT ART SHOW

The art show will exhibit various works including
pottery, textiles and paintings. The show will run
from Feb 27 to March 28 at the Tarble Arts Center.

The event is free and open to the public. The awards
reception for winning pieces will be on Sunday at
2:30 p.m. The gallery is open Tuesday through Fri-
day from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. and Sunday from 1 to 4 p.m.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ART EXHIBIT: ‘SATURATION: NEW
PAINTINGS BY MARIATOMASULA’

University of Notre Dame art professor Michael

P. Grace is displaying her paintings at the Tarble
Arts Center through March 21. Her paintings use
working themes of identity, being and selfhood
that work within the tradition of Western painting,
especially Latin American devotional art.
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