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Sprinters make the difference

By Brandy Provaznik
Staff Reporter

The Panthers talked Friday night
about closing the gap in points
against Tennessee State.

Eastern led after the first day
of comperition with 38 points.
Tennessee State had 29.

Women’s head coach Mary
Wallace said they knew Tennessee
would score a lor of points in the
200-meter dash.

“There could have been some
times especially when we got to
some of Tennessee State’s stronger
events where the girls could have
felt the pressure and folded,” men’s
head coach Tom Akers said. “But
they got up there and battled and
exceeded where we were picked ro
be in those specific events.”

Akers said Tennessee State is
predominately sprint-oriented and
are strong anywhere from the 60-
meter dash to the 800-meter run.

The Tigerbelles won the 60, 200
and 400-meter dashes, as well as
placing first and second in the 800-
meter run. Freshman Erin O’ Grady
was the only Eastern competitor
in the 800-meter run and said she
knew she needed to step it up, score
some points and not allow Tennessee
State to get roo far ahead.

“That is what pulled me to go
faster,” O’Grady said. “T just kept
saying to myself, ‘Points, points. I've
got to do this for the team. Points,
points, points.”

Unexpected contributions

Some arhletes did not do as well
as expected and some exceeded
expectations this weekend, Wallace
said.

Sophomore Nicole Walcorr in
the high jump and O’Grady in the
800-meter were two individuals
that did better than they thought
they would, she said.

“The high jump and the 800

were our two question marks where
we Werent sure we were going to
get any points from those events,”
Wallace said. “For those two athletes
to come through for us was really
important.”

Walcore placed second in the
high jump with a jump of 5 feet,
4.25 inches and O’Grady placed
sixth in the 800-meter run with a
time of 2 minutes, 20.66 seconds.

“I knew that no matter what, I
would get one point, but I didn’t
want to get last place, O’Grady said.
“I really wanted to help the team.”

Senior Jillian Blondell said she
was proud of O'Grady qualifying
and placing sixth in the finals.

“She (O'Grady) said all she
wanted was a point and [ was like,
“Well, you gor three,”” Blondell
said.

Rankings affect Arnold

Freshman Kandace Arnold was
ranked going inte the Ohio Valley
Conference Championships to win
the shot put and place third in the
weight throw.

Arnold placed third in. the shot
put with a throw of 41 feet, 7.75
inches and sixth in the weight throw
(48 feet, 5.5 inches). Arnold said
being ranked so high added to her
stress and made her more nervous.

The weight throw ranking was
based off a throw in the Early Bird
meet at the beginning of December
and the shot pur ranking came from
a throw at the Mega Meet in late
January.

“People looked at me like you
didnt do oo well,” Amold said.
“They were like, “Why, didn’t you
throw as good as you were placed?’
I haven’t done that since December
so I couldn’t live up to that because
my groove has not been there.”

Arnold said she felt like everyone
expected more than what she fele
she was capable of.

“I know it sounds kind of
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Senior high jumper Deb Hasik attempts to clear the bar Friday during the high jump competition at the Ohio
Valley Conference Championships in Lantz Fieldhouse.

kiddish but it messes with my head

sometimes,  Arnold said.

What's next for the Panthers

The women will go back to their
normal routine after celebrating
their first-ever OVC championship,
Akers said.

Winning the indoor conference
title made the Panthers more
anxious to do it again in outdoor,
said sophomore Shawana Smith.

“But we are going to have to
come harder in outdoor because the
competition is going to be coming
harder to0o,” Smith said. “They are
going to fix where they made their
mistakes,”

Eastern had an advantage indoors
because of its indoor facility to work
out on and competing at home for
the meet, Akers said.

Akers said he thinks Eastern
will have a disadvantage in outdoor

because they are the northern-most
school in the conference and will
have the worst weather all spring to
to get training in.

Before the outdoor season starts,
sophomores Chandra Golden and
Smith will have the opportunity to
compete in the Last Chance Meets at
Notre Dame this weekend. Golden
(60-meter hurdles) and Smith (200-
meter dash) will get to try to lower
their times, Wallace said.
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White returns from injury;

By Kevin Murphy
Associate Sports Editor

Freshman Darius White came
back from an injury earlier in the
season and scored in the Ohio
Valley Conference Indoor Track
and Field meer.

“I'm starting to get the hang of
(the weight throw),” White said. “It
was very hard to ger used to because
of my leg.”

White said he tore his left
meniscus (the muscle in the back of
the left leg).

White threw 44 feer, 8 inches
to place eighth in the weight throw
and threw 45 feer, 4.25 inches to
place seventh in the shor pur.

“He rises to the occasions and
scored in both events for us,” said
men’s head coach Tom Akers.

Embry contributes

Junior Mike Embry placed in
both the long jump and the 60-
meter hurdles at the OVC meet.

“I felt fortunate and lucky”
Embry said of finishing fourth in
the long jump (7.03-meters). “It
was a lot of motivation because I
believe I put a good one out there
and that’s what those guys were
jumping.”

Embry said he thought he did a
good job of pushing his hips.

Embry said. “I gota lot more power,
energy, | was not as tired as I usually
would be in another track meet."

Embry, also a wide receiver, on
Eastern’s football team, finished
third in the 60-meter hurdles.

“I was a lot more hungry and
a lot more aggressive to help my
team,” Embry said.

Dominique ~ Rodgers  of
Tennessee State won the long jump
(7.64 meters).

“(Placing fourth) was a feeling
of relief and gratitude... because of
the quality jumpers we have in this
conference,” Embry said.

Buford Williams of Tennessee
State, who was second at the
conference meet, has the third best

jump in the nation.

Eruteya’s last chance

Senior jumper Obe Eruteya won
the indoor OVC triple jump at 50
feet, 11.5 inches.

Eruteya said he hadn’t triple
jumped in the last five weeks
because of a hamstring issue.

“All the rehab, the hard work and
the dedication I've put into track is
really paying off,” Eruteya said.

Eruteya will ger a chance to
improve his NCAA provisional
qualifying mark in the triple jump.

He will travel along with other

team members to Notre Dame in
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Junior middle distance runner Chris Wesson leads the pack during
the 800-meter run at the Ohio Valley Conference Championships on

Saturday at Lantz Fieldhouse.
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Freshman breaks school record

Freshman middledistance runner
Wes Sheldon broke the freshmen
600-meter dash record with a time
of 1 minute, 21.95 seconds.

He did this at the Friday Night
Special on Feb. 16.

Sheldon finished fifth in the
800-meter run at conference.

“My own goal was trying to relax
and run my race,” Sheldon said.

Sheldon ran a faster time
in the finals than he did in the
preliminaries.

“When I finished (in the prelims)
I was a little out of it,” Sheldon
said.

Akers has noticed the work of
Sheldon indoors and expects him
to have a better outdoor season.

Newton competes at first OV('s

Junior Andrew Newton
competed at his first OVC’s this
past Friday and Sarurday.

“(Competing today) feels like
breaking through a barrier,” Newton
said.

Newton said he had to deal with
injuries every time conference rolled
around.

Newton participared in the mile
and the 3,000-merter race.

The Rockford native ran cross




SPORTS

WEDNESDAY

sportsschedule

TRACK AND FIELD
Friday at Last Chance Meets |
All day, Notre Dame, Ind.

BASEBALL
Friday at Memphis Tourney vs.
Indiana | Noon Memphis, Tenn,

WOMEN'S SOFTBALL
Saturday at Panther Prowl |
All day, Williams Field

TRACK AND FIELD
Saturday at Last Chance Meets |
All day, Notre Dame, Ind.

WRESTLING
Saturday at NCAA West Regional |
All day, Cedar Falls, lowa

BASEBALL

Saturday at Memphis Tourney vs.
Northern lowa | Noon Memphis,
Tenn,

MEN'S TENNIS
Saturday at Indianapolis |
2 p.m. Indianapolis

WOMEN'S TENNIS
Saturday at Indiana-Purdue-
Indianapolis | 6 p.m. Indianapolis

BASEBALL
Sunday at Memphis Tourney vs.
Memphis | 2:30 p.m. Memphis, Tenn,

:threat

The Ohio Valley Conference women's
and men's basketball tournaments
started last night.

Alas, for the third time in the last
four years, Eastern's men's team isn't
in it, and for the second time in the last
three, the Panther women aren't in it
either,

Tennessee Tech head coach Mike
Sutton (above) has said all season long
the conference needs to have all 11
teams compete in the tournament.

We're in agreement with Sutton's
opinion, and here's three ideas on how
to improve the tournament.

1. One location— Nashville, Tenn., hosts
the semifinals and finals, but not first-round
games. With the OVC as a low, mid-major,
having it in one location is hard because of
financial concerns. But how about awarding
the league champion by having them host
all tournament games? The OVC plays 20
conference games, making the regular
season mean more. Hosting the tournament
rewards the league's winner.

2. Start it later— The championship s
Saturday, The earliest the winner would play
next is the first day of the NCAA Tournament
(March 15). Move it back a weekend. The
excitement of a low-major team winning

a tournament the day of, or right before,
Selection Sunday is wor th it.

3. Better teams, more interest— The
conference isn't getting the quality non-
conference wins it needs. Only one team, in
men's and women's basketball, has more
than 20 wins. Southeast Missouri women
had 21 wins entering Tuesday night's game
against Austin Peay. The OVC ranked 24"
out of 32 conferences in men's basketball
in the RPI ratings, and for women, the OVC
ranked 19" out of 32 conferences.

~Matt Daniels .
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Athletes and team
policies allow them to
focus on game, not on
their threads

By Kevin Murphy
Associate Sports Editor

Eastern sophomore running
back Norris Smith has dreadlocks
to worry about.

Defenders could pull his hair in
trying for a tackle and it is legal.

But, he said it has never
happened.

To get the dreadlocks Smith said
he threads them up and lets them
grow out.

Smith said to get them to stay
that way, he has ro wash his hair
and do the normal things when it
comes to hair care.

Norris said his dreadlocks are all
narural and sometimes it takes one
{0 TWO years to grow our.

He said this process is called the
‘lock and twist.”

There is another way for dreads
10 grow.

Smith said he can put weave in
his hair and it will only take four to
five months to grow our, bur ic’s
not natural. .

Dreads are not the concern
for rugby player and track athlete
Samantha Manto,

“In one of the (rugby) games
last year, a girl was tying to pull
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Showing off their locks

me back by my jersey; she got my
hair,” Manro said.

Most of Eastern’s rugby players
dont have to worry about hair,
since most of their hair is short.
They have to pull their hair through
helmets, though.

“Its rough, with the long hair
to get it through the little hole,”
Manto said.

Manto emphasizes a hair policy
that it is a rule in any sport.

“You don't want your hair to be
a distraction from what you're here
to do,” Manto said.

Manto has noticed a certain
style that the female track and field
team has gone with.

“Lots of people this year are
dying their hair dark or cut their

hair really short,” Manto said.

Opposite of thar philosophy
is freshman distance runner Erin
O'Grady.

O'Grady is often sporting two
braids or her hair in a bun.

“(The braids) keep the hair out
of my face so when 'm running |
don't have to worry abour anything
getting in my way,” she said.

O’Grady said she prefers braids
as opposed to a bun.

She said the braids don't have
loose ends.

“You pull your (braids) right
back but then the bun comes
loose,” she said.

3 SEE HAIR, PAGE 10
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Head softball coach Kim Schuette speaks to her players dunng practice Tuesday afternoon at 0'Brien Stadium. Schuette is engaged to Jason
Dorey, the softball’s volunteer assistant coach.

A love connection off the field

Head coach and assistant coach
plan wedding for June

By Chris Sentel
Staff Reporter

They'd been friends for a long time.

They coach together here ar Eastern.

And now the two have an engagement ring
that impresses their players.

Eastern's head softball coach Kim Schuette is
marrying Jason Dorey, Eastern’s softball volunteer
assistant coach, this June.

Schuette and Dorey have been murtual friends
for close to eight years. Dorey played baseball in
college at Northern Illinois and Northeastern
inois.

One of his reammartes knew Schuette. The

teammate introduced the two of them and they
have been close friends ever since.

Schuette moved from Illinois to Indiana, then
out to California, then back to Illinois while
following her dreams of coaching.

“Whenever | was in rown, we would get
together with a bunch of friends,” Schuette said.
“He kept wack of me and [ kepr track of him,
and then one day it just became a logical thing
when our paths collided again

Schuette said that it is a little weird working
with her fiancé, but they have a running joke that
she is the boss at work and he can try 10 be the
boss at home.

Dorey proposed to Schuette after the first
softball tournament last year in mid-February.
Schuerte said it was a shock, but was also a nice
start o last year’s season.

Soon after the proposal, Schuette brought her
new ring ro practice to show the team.

“We were pretty excited for her,” said senior
first baseman Katy Steele. “She came into practice
and her ring is gigantic.”

The wedding will be held in June ar the
Mattoon Presbyterian Church, and the wedding
reception will be held ar Eastern. Schuette said
June is the obvious choice for the wedding
because there is only about a 10-day span within
the year in which they could have the wedding
and the honeymoon.

Schuerte and Dorey are going to spend seven
days in Mexico for their honeymoon, which is
exciting for Schuetre because the closest thing
she has ever had to a vacation before were softball
trips.

» SEE LOVE, PAGE 10




