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“Tell the truth and don’t be afraid.”
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CAMPUS SECURITY

Thefts highlight need for more security

Rec center
cameras
considered

By TABITHA MILLER
STAFF REPORTER

The Student Recreation
Center plans to install a security
system by the fall semester, rais-
ing questions regarding personal
safety versus privacy.

Ken Baker, administrator of
the rec center, has high hopes for
its success and said the security
cameras are just a precaution.

“We're going to have cameras
put at each entry and also on
Baker said. “If
somebody takes somebody else’s

each court,”

coat or anything on the book-
shelves, we can run [the tapes]
back.”
The system is a part of a new
university-wide system, he said.
It leaves some Eastern students
concerned about their privacy.
“Last year around Christmas,
there was an incident in which
some things were taken out of
the bookshelves,” Baker said.
Because of the incident, a pro-
posal to install security cameras
was made. But even before the
incidents occurred, Eastern had
been upgrading security all over
campus.

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY ERIC HILTNER/THE DAILY FASTERN NEWS

A possible view from one of the security system's cameras the Student Recreation Center plans to install
next fall in response to a recent theft problem.

“All it takes is one or two [dis-
honest] students and things are
missing,” Baker said. “With
these cameras, welll be able to
identify those people.”

He said the rec center has
lockers students can lock their
personal belongings in, but most
students choose not to use them.

“I personally wouldnt feel
comfortable with [the cameras],”
said Jill Huhn, a junior family
consumer sciences major. “Td
feel like I was being watched or

spied on.”

Huhn said she is uncomfort-
able with the security system
idea, but thinks it will cut down
on theft.

“This is a public place - your
actions are open to the public,”
Baker said. “It’s not like we're
going to show [the security
tapes] on TV or anything.”

Patrick Kelly, a senior comput-
er information systems major
and staff member at the SRC,

thinks the security cameras are a

good idea and will not compro-
mise students” privacy.

“People won't steal if they
know theyre being watched,”
Kelley said. “It’s not like it’s being
broadcasted for people to view.”

Baker said that the security
cameras will also be helpful after
hours.

“We're only closed from mid-
night to 5 a.m.,” he said. “But if
someone were to come in after-
hours we would want to be able
to identify them.”

Projector thefts
cause a tizzy

BY JEssiCA CANTARELLI
CAMPUS EDITOR

The University Police have a few leads on an
incident involving two stolen overhead projectors
from Coleman Hall in Rooms 1731 and 2150
reported on Feb. 15.

University Police Chief Adam Due said a few
incidents of stolen university items were reported
in the past year, but departments usually do not
realize it until inventory is checked each spring.

Due said the projectors estimated costs are
around $4,500. Occasionally, stolen laptops or
equipment from the university are reported.

“Last year, we had a series of incidents involv-
ing wireless ports or wireless connections being
stolen,” Due said. “We had a projector or two
taken last year or attempts to take them, and this
year this is the first were aware of the projector
incidents.”

Sarah Daugherty of the Student Recreation
Center said the SRC has experienced more theft
with people’s personal items rather than universi-
ty equipment.

“People would probably have to get an army to
steal the equipment we have,” she said. “But as
far as personal items, we encourage everyone to
propetly secure them when theyre here to pre-
vent them from being stolen.”

Melanie Mills, communication studies profes-
sor, said students have experienced the most dif-
ficuldes with the absence of the overhead projec-
tor.

SEe THEFTS PAGE 7A

House secured after
‘suspicious item’ found

By AARON SEIDLITZ
EDITOR IN CHIEF

The East Central Illinois Task
Force, the University of Illinois Bomb
Squad, along with Charleston Police
Department members and Charleston
Fire Department members, secured a
house on West Locust Street last night
after finding a “suspicious item.”

When the task force found the item
around 4 p.m., the University of
Mlinois bomb squad was brought in to
handle the situation. At that point, the
bomb squad discovered the item was
not explosive, which led to members
of the bomb squad disposing of the
material.

The East Central Illinois Task Force
and the Charleston Police Department
blocked off a perimeter stretching
from “approximately E Street to
Division Street including Vine and
Locust Streets,” Charleston patrol offi-
cer Luci Kingery said. Residents who
lived in that area were also asked to

voluntarily evacuate their homes, she
also said.

The evacuation was precautionary
due to the uncertainty of the item,
Kingery said, and that is why residents
within about 500 feet of the item were
asked to evacuate the area.

Kingery said the task force was con-
ducting an operation at this residence
when the suspicious item was found
and arrests were made. She could not
go into detail on what the charges were
in the arrests or who was arrested.

Kingery did not go into specifics
regarding what the item was or the
exact location of the residence,
although she did say the house was in
the 100s block of West Locust Street.

She also said it was not clear at the
moment whether methamphetamine
or any of the products used to make
methamphetamine were involved in
the situation.

Residents in the area were allowed
to return to their homes around 9:15
p.m.

STUDENT GOVERNMENT

Members contend open
meetings act was followed

By LAUREN MOORE
STUDENT GOVERNMENT EDITOR

Members of the Student Senate said they had a
right to close Wednesday’s meeting, but several press
law experts disagreed.

Andrew Berger, student executive vice president,
said the meeting was closed to discussion concerning
the committee working on the Big Red Dot cam-
paign, but he couldn’t go into detail on what was dis-
cussed.

Section 2¢ of the Open Meetings Act says public
bodies can hold closed meetings to consider the
“appointment, employment, compensation, disci-
pline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees
of the public body or legal counsel for the public
body, including hearing testimony on a complaint
lodged against an employee of the public body or
against legal counsel for the public body to determine
its validity.”

Berger said the senate could hold a closed meeting
if it was evaluating a person, action, or committee.

“We acted within the law,” Berger said. “I've done
the research.”

Student Body President, Ryan Berger, said the sen-
ate has struggled to understand the process.

“When I was parliamentarian my sophomore year,
Mike Walsh (who was the Student Body President)
kicked the newspaper out,” Ryan Berger said. “I told
him that he wasn’t allowed to do that because it vio-
lated the (act), but he didn’t care.”

He said senate was trying to abide by the laws, but
not everyone knows them.

“We're not lawyers, at least not yet,” he said.

On Wednesday after the meeting, student relations
chair Cole Rogers said the senate met privately to dis-
cuss the campaign, since there was confusion about
it.

Scott Sievers, an Illinois Press Association Attorney,
said when it comes to the act, the organization “bears
the burden of proving this falls under an exemption.”

He said if members were voting to close the meet-
ing to discuss the actual campaign, then those who
voted yes would have violated the law, but those who
abstained or said no wouldn’t have.

SEE SENATE PAGE 9A
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‘““When the government pays for
something... it doesn’t just
hecome a free service.”

Democrats, by getting together and sitting
down at the state of the union address, are further
solidifying their position of shying away from the

EvaN HiLL
SENIOR

JOURNALISM MAJOR mainstream.

“This is a sticky situation
walking into a big puddle of
honey.”

Shiite officials have called for peace and a

TIM MARTIN

SENIOR

week of mourning. The universal message, be
it from Sunnis or Kurds or whomever: Let’s

avoid a Civil War.

JOURNALISM MAJOR

WTF?

Governor
confused

by TV bit

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

ST. LOUIS - Gov. Rod
Blagojevich wasn't in on the joke.
Blagojevich says he didn't realize
"The Daily Show" was a comedy
spoof of the news when he sat
down for an interview that ended
up poking fun at the sometimes-
puzzled Democratic governor.

"It was going to be an interview
... that's all I
knew about it," Blagojevich
laughingly told the St. Louis Post-
Dispatch in a story for Thursday's
editions. "I had no idea I was
going to be asked if T was 'the gay

on contraceptives

governor."

The interview focused on his
executive order requiring pharma-
cles to fill prescriptions for emer-
gency birth control.

Interviewer Jason Jones pre-
tended to
Blagojevich's name before calling
him "Governor Smith." He urged
Blagojevich to explain the contra-
ception issue by playing the role
of "a hot 17-year-old" and later
asked if he was "the gay gover-

nor.

stumble  over

At one point in the interview, a
startled Blagojevich looked to
someone off camera and said, "Is
he teasing me, or is that legic?"

The segment, which aired two
weeks ago, also featured Illinois
Republican Rep. Ron Stephens, a
pharmacist who opposes the gov-
ernor's rule. Stephens has said he
knew the show was a comedy.

"I thought the governor was
hip enough that he would have
known that, t0o," Stephens said.

SPIN GYGLE

ERIC HILTNER/THE DAILY FASTERN NEWS

Though fighting the blustery winds, Dan Orlowski, a senior history education major, enjoys the
warm weather while throwing a frishee around the library quad with his friends Thursday
afternoon.

COLLEGE & UNIVERSITY NEWS

Program teaches
Internet skills to
Latino community

By AMANDA ROBERT
INDIANA DAILY STUDENT (INDIANA U.)

BLOOMINGTON, Ind. — As the Latino population in
the Indiana University area continues to rise, city officials
strive to meet its growing needs. The latest effort, intro-
duced by Mayor Mark Kruzan, offers Internet classes to
Spanish-speaking residents.

The Latino Outreach Division,
Bloomington's Community and Family Resources
Department, is teaming up with the Monroe County
Public Library to teach basic computer classes to local
Latinos in Spanish.

Latino Outreach Coordinator Teresa Velez said the
department took this initiative after some Latino residents

a faction of

expressed an interest in learning how to use the Internet.

"The community members have made me aware of
what they need and would like," Velez said. "Mostly, they
would like to know how to create an e-mail account, so
they can communicate with family members."

The first two classes met at the library Feb. 15 and 22.
The students learned computer basics, such as how to use
the keyboard and how to open up Web pages. In the final
March 8 dlass, students will learn how to set up e-mail
accounts.

Buddhist, Jewish students gather to
discuss religion at lllinois State

BY STACIE MILLER
THE DAILY VIDETTE (ILLINOIS STATE U.)

NORMAL - Illinois State University students from
varying religious backgrounds came together Tuesday
evening to discuss the differences and the surprising simi-
larities between their faiths.

"I think most Jews don't know anything about
Buddhism. You see a lot of celebrities trying offshoots of
Buddhism but you don't really hear too much about it, or
at least not like you do with Islam," Michael Schneider,
vice president of ISU Hillel-Jewish Student Association,

said.

FIVE-DAY WEATHER
TODAY Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday
EARLY HEADLINES
Listen to “Wake Up Live” with 5 l 42 3 4 3 8 3 4
Rob and Jenn Monday through
Friday for morning headlines 36 22 28 2 I 25
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The Daily Eastern News is produced by the
students of Eastern Illinois University.

It is published daily Monday through Friday,

in Charleston, Ill., during fall and spring
semesters and twice weekly during the
summer term except during school vacations
or examinations. Subscription price: $50 per
semester, $30 for summer, $95 all year.

The DEN is a member of The Associated Press,
which is entitled to exclusive use of all articles
appearing in this paper.
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Proceeds from concert
goes to Best Buddies

By CRYSTAL REED AND MICHELLE SIMEK
STAFF REPORTERS

Live, on-campus band perform-
ances showcasing Flying Just Below
Radar, For All I Care and
Fortyminusone will raise proceeds
for Best Buddies on Saturday night.

Fortyminusone is a local five-
member band from Charleston with
a signature slogan “rocking peoples
faces off,” guitarist Craig Hunt said.

He said his band will play songs

from their album “Push Gently” as
well as new tracks.

“I don like to give too much
away, but I promise it will be a
blast,” he said.

Flying Just Below Radar is a four-
member, Chicago-based band that
has been called “the latest gem to
burst onto the Chicago punk scene”
by Midwest Magazine.

“We're suckers for a good cause,”
said a band member of Flying Just
Below Radar.

ILLUSTRATION BY EVAN HILL/THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

For All T Care is also a Chicago-
based five-member band.

According to the band’s Web site,
their music consists of a harmonious
blend of alternative, indie and pop.

“This is a great chance to hope-
fully do some good with our
music,” said lead singer Melissa
Heckart.

Jenn Smith, fundraising coordi-
nator for Eastern’s chapter of Best
Buddies, said the chapter receives
litcle or no funding and must raise

all money on its own.

“The money from this concert
will help us put on activities we have
planned for the rest of this semester,
which include tie-dyeing T-shirts for
everyone to wear at another event,”
Smith said.

The three bands were chosen for
their availability, talent and popular-
ity, said Robyn Drozd, University
Board mainstage coordinator.

“Not a lot of bands get to play on
campus,” Drozd said. “They mostly

play in bars.”

Most of all, she believes it is a fun
way to support the cause.

“EIU Takes Action” will be Feb.
25 in the Thomas Dining Center at
7 p.m.

The event is a fundraiser spon-
sored by University Board for the
international organization dedicated
to enhancing the lives of people
with intellectual disabilities, accord-
ing to its Web site, www.bestbud-
dies.org.

Comedian Green will take 7th Street to

By MATT KEeLLY
STAFF REPORTER

Black Entertainment Television
comedian Kareem Green will bring
his own brand of comedy to the 7th
Street Underground’s small stage
tonight, and not hold back.

Green said his success in comedy
comes from his motto, “If you're
going to do it, do it to death!”

Green said his comedy comes
directly from his life.

“I don’t really make up too many
things,” he said. “I take situations I
see.”

Although he is a storyteller, he
likes to incorporate some physical
comedy into his act.

“Just because I'm telling a story,
doesnt mean I can’t move up there,”
Green said. “If youre going to go,
go for real, full throttle. Commit to
the joke.”

Unlike some shocking comedians
today, Green said he tries to gauge

Grant View Apartments
o4 BEDROOM APARTMENTS

¢ 10 UNITS FULLY FURNISHED
VERY CLOSE TO CAMPUS - LOCATED ON THE CORNER OF 1ST & GRANT

the audience, to make sure nobody
feels uncomfortable.

At the same time, he said he
wants everyone to understand that a
comedy club is a setting where peo-
ple need to not take the jokes and
comments too seriously.

Green said his comedy style is
comparable to the style of actor-
comedian Mike Epps, who is most
famous for his appearances in the
movies “Next Friday” and “All
About the Benjamins.”

COMING SOON!
AUGUST 2006

ENEWE

CALL TODAY FOR RESERVATIONS: 345 -3353

INEWE

new 1 & 2 BR Apts

1yr Leases

Starting June or August ‘06

*Quiet Locations--Unfurnished/Furnished
*from $230-$475 mo per person

For Appointment call:

348-7746

www.CharlestonILApts.com

20 Part Time Positions
available NOW!

25 - 30 Hours per week
Shifts: 9am-2pm or 4pm-9pm
Earn over $10/hour in
wages & bonuses

the best job in town for students! flexible
scheduling and great experience

Apply Within:
7 /. Lincoln, Suite 500

Green has performed his comedy
all around the world and in nearly
every type of venue, he said.

For more than five years, he has
performed in colleges, clubs, over-
seas and at benefits for foster chil-
dren.

More recently, Green has been
featured on BET and was show-
cased at the Apollo Theater in New
York.

He has also made two guest
appearances on “Chappelle’s Show”

carc: Donntlons |53 nulnfiaaan)

Tinws: T p.m.

the limit

on Comedy Central.

Green first stepped in front of a
microphone seven years ago at a
comedy club in New York City.

Shortly after, he began perform-
ing regularly.

“I kept getting fired from my job,
so I went into comedy,” Green said,
laughing.

Green will perform his University
Board sponsored-show at 9 p.m.
today at the 7th  Street
Underground.
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GOMMENTARY

BRIAN O’MALLEY
OPINION PAGE EDITOR

[ HE RIGHT ROAD TO
CONFLICT RESOLUTION

People go to college to get a degree and eventually start a
career. Eastern provides many programs students can get

involved in to gain experience in their respective fields. I started
at The Daily Eastern News with hopes to gain further experience
for a future career in journalism. Its good for the resume, but
it’s better for the future.

On Wednesday, I wrote an editorial about the Student
Government’s Big Red Dot campaign, the senate’s new plan to
seck student awareness of Student Government. The red dot
will act as their symbol, which Cole Rogers, chair of the
Student Senate student relations committee, compared to the
Wal-Mart smiley face.

The editorial explained why we, the editorial board, think
the senate should go another way with the ad campaign. The
Big Red Dot reminded us of the Kotex ad campaign, and
diverted our attention away from the Student Senate. The next
day I came into the newsroom and found a bag of tampons on
my desk that had been delivered anonymously. The white
paper bag, decorated with red dots and flufly red string sat,
with the attached editorial, editorial cartoon and an anonymous
poem, addressed to “the majority opinion of the editorial
board.” Inside were several unopened tampons.

The package was anonymous, and so was the source that
informed us members of the Student Government were
responsible for it. A package in the form of a letter to the editor
would have been more acceptable. There are also other ways to
handle this kind of situation.

State Representative Chapin Rose (R — Mahomet) said in the
past he’s found that contacting the editors is the best solution.

“T always make the overture to touch base,” he said. “Either I
change their mind, they change my mind or we agree to dis-
agree on polite terms.”

The process before running an editorial starts with an edit
board meeting. There are six edit board members and a majori-
ty must agree on a topic before an edit can be written. The only
members on The DEN staff that have a say in what goes in an
editorial are the six edit board members.

We chose to write the red dot edit because we saw a situation
in which student money was being spent on something we did-
n't think was worthwhile. We saw an opportunity to make light
of an otherwise serious situation.

Bill Lair, managing editor at the Charleston Times-Courier,
said he once wrote an edit about a man who sold property to
Eastern and made a large profit out of the transaction. “Forrest
Gump” was a popular movie at the time, and in Lair’s article he
called the man’s profit a “Forrest Gump-type profit.” The man
was angry because he felt his intelligence was being compared
to that of Forrest Gumps.

“I was trying to have some fun and make an easy reference
for the reader,” Lair said.

Our red dot edit is similar to Lairs. This was a program the
senate was taking seriously, and writing a playful edit about it
was a tough decision. Lair said editorials tend to become rou-
tine and boring, but when an edit board tries to write a fun
edit, they need to be careful.

“It’s always a danger when you'e trying to be funny or play-
ful,” Lair said. “Obviously someone could take it as a serious
matter and doesnt have a sense of humor about it.”

We dont write editorials just to get negative reactions, but we
also make sure that we don't throw out an edit idea in fear that
it will cause a negative reaction. Before writing the red dot edi-
torial, I believed that it would not be appreciated by everyone,
but I felt we had a point to make. Though my suggestion of
change might have been taken sarcastically, they were serious. A
blue dot would fulfill the same purpose and not direct a per-
sons attention somewhere else.

Once a person is in college, he or she is an adult. In the real
world, situations like these are common. And the best way to
handle the situation is to act like a mature adult.

OMalley, a senior journalism magor,
can be reached at bpomalley@eiu. edu.

EDITORIAL CARTOON BY MATT POLI

EDITORIAL

Adding counselors right move

Eastern’s counseling center recently hired three
new counselors to comply with the higher student
demand for counseling. Daniel Nadler, vice presi-
dent for student affairs, said he noticed last semes-
ter that the center could use more counselors, so he
worked on adding more.

The counseling center is a place that students
should have access to any time they want to talk to
a counselor. In the past, the center has gotten busy
and students would have to wait to talk to a coun-
selor. Knowing Nadler found a problem, and is
now addressing it, is commendable.

Nearing midterms and being halfway done with
the semester, students begin to worry more.
Students also worry about finding summer

employment and making career moves.

At issue

The counseling

hired three new

counselors.

Our stance

There was a problem
with staff size at the
counseling center,
and the university is
solving it by hiring
new counselors.

Hsun Lin, a new counselor, specializes in diversity
center  counseling. Stephanie Harkin, a new counselor,
focuses on eating disorders and student outreach.
Coffey served a temporary counseling role last
semester, and became a permanent counselor on
Feb. 1. Lin will begin at the counseling center on
March 1 and Harkin on June 1.

These three additions, while making the waiting
process shorter, also help increase the amount of

topics students can seek help for.

Three counselors,

with different
specialties, will

decrease the waiting
time and increase
options for students.

If

“This is generally a very stressful time of the year for college  to

students,” Nadler said. “Academic pressures continue to pile up.”

Sandy Cox, director of the counseling center, said before hir-

ing the new counselors, students had to make an appointment

two weeks prior to actually meeting with a counselor. Two weeks

is a long time for a student that wants to talk to a counselor. And

the reasons students have for seeking counseling range from stress

caused by classes to drug use.

Counselor Brad Coffey specializes in substance abuse. Shuh

“We want to make ourselves available to our stu-
dents and allow them to feel comfortable with our
counseling service,” Nadler said.

Hiring counselors with specific focuses and spe-
cialties will also eliminate broad and generic advice.
a student has a specific problem, then it would be appropriate
give him or her specific advice or a specific solution.

A counselor specializing in general topics will likely be able to

help, but if a student is struggling with a drug addiction they will
know to go to Coffey for help.

It’s good to know the university is adding positions to an area

of campus that desperately needed it.

The editorial is the majority opinion of
The Daily Eastern News editorial board.

YOUR TURN: LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

FREE PRESS IS A BEAUTIFUL
THING

Kris Jones' take on the Muhammad car-
toon controversy in his Feb. 15 column
shows profound obliviousness to the role
and responsibility of the press.

Secular publications, like the Jyllands-
Posten, which originally published the car-
toons and the multiple papers across
Europe that reprinted them, have no obli-
gation to censor material that a particular
group of people may find offensive. The
function of the press is not to print inof-
fensive, suitable-for-consumption materi-

al, but to print all material.

Thats the beauty of the free press. They
print everything. A diverse and free press
allows people of all beliefs and opinions the
opportunity to publish their ideas in an
open public forum that is free from gov-
ernment censorship. The Danish Prime
Minister couldnt apologize for the car-
toons, no more than our president could
apologize for content printed in a white-
supremacist publication. The paper is out-
side of governmental jurisdiction, which
makes protests against the Danish govern-
ment nonsensical and unjustified.

Similarly, the Iranian cartoons mocking

the Holocaust should not be suppressed or
censored. It is my hope that the same
papers that printed the Muhammad car-
toons also print the Holocaust cartoons.

With a press that allows expression for
all idea, it is up to the reader, not the pub-
lication, to decide, which ideas and what
content is acceptable.

Better the offended parties express their
anger with words and pictures than bombs
and bullets.

EvAN COUZENS
SENIOR, ENGLISH MAJOR

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: The Daily Eastern News accepts letters to the editor addressing local, state, national and international issues. They should be
fewer than 250 words and include the authors’ name, telephone number and address. Students should indicate their year in school and major. Faculty, admin-
istration and staff should indicate their position and department. Letters whose authors cannot be verified will not be printed. We reserve the right to edit letters
for length. Letters can be sent to The Daily Eastern News at 1811 Buzzard Hall, Charleston IL 61920; faxed to 217-581-2923; or e-mailed to

DENeic@gmail.com
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GETS THE ADRENALINE GOING.
- YOURS AND WHOEVER READS ABOUT

“f‘\ﬂ' ON YOUR RESUME.
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The Army ROTC Leader's Training Courds is & paid 4-weeh summes experignce that marks the begianing of yaur career

ENROLL 4 BRI RATE 4

0.5.am7 ] "

Find out more about Army ROTC’s Summer Leader’s Training Course.
Contact CPT Christopher Burkhart at 581-5944 or visit www.eiu.edu/~armyrotc

New _
Construction!

3 and 4 bedroom houses & duplexes

We pay your utilities
Furniture Available

Entire house or per room

No application fee
FRIENDLY
MANAGEMENT
your own yard-
private park-
community
activities
free parking

Washer and dryer/ garbage disposal in every unit

345-1400

www.universityvillagehousing.com

FOR

RENT?

Only 2 Left

22235 Sold street
1x 5¢column $25

33465 Rented st. this
space all yours

Great Spaces Still
Available right infront
of thousands of stu-

dents

call for an ad

581-2816

advertising fact #18:

Advertising is not an
expense,
it is an investment.

call today 581-2816

WE DELIVER!

Best Chicago-style
Chinese food in town
Sun - Thur:
11am - 9pm
Fri - Sat:
11am - 10pm

348-1232
1140 Lincoln Ave.

8%
232

Grant View
Apartments

Coming Soon: Aug 2006

*4 Bedroom
Apartments
¢ 10 Units Fully

Furnished

Very Close to Campus

Located on the corner of
1st & Grant

Call Today for
Reservations

345-3353
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Student Government taught Berger life lessons

By DANIELLE NEAL
STAFF REPORTER

Student Body President Ryan Berger will end his
career in Student Government this spring after
accomplishing his goals and learning about himself.

Berger said Student Government is the best experi-
ence Eastern could have offered him.

“I've learned more in Student Government than in
the classroom,” Berger said. “Because when you are
overwhelmed, you are forced to learn. You get an edu-
cation while learning about yourself and others.”

Berger is responsible for the 7th Street
Underground renovations, the sandwich board proj-
ect, Panther Service Day and planning the First Night
program and working it into the budget permanent-
ly.

“T've accomplished many things, and I feel I did the
most that I possibly could, but many things still need
to be done,” Berger said.

As president, his responsibilities include residing as
the chief executive officer for the Student Body, deter-
mining the executive branch general policy of the
Student Government, delivering the State of the
University address once a semester, vetoing any senate
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decision and making comments and recommenda-
tions on any issue that affects students.

He also served as the student speaker during the
2004-2005 academic year.

Berger became involved in government after being
on the debate team in high school. Berger, along with
other senate members, raised $12,000 with Paws for
a Cause for the Red Cross to aide in the relief of
Katrina victims, according to Student Executive Vice
President Andrew Berger.

“He is a great motivational speaker; he can pick out
what is wrong with something, but puts a positive
spin on it,” said Chelsea Frederick, student vice presi-
dent for Academic Affairs.

Berger will finish up his term as president at the end
of the school year, at which a new president will be
elected.

“When you're voting,” Berger said, “’vote for some-
body who goes out of their way to talk to you. Vote
for who has the best ideas that you connect with, and
do not vote for somebody just because they are your
friend.”

Berger will graduate in May with a bachelors in
political science. He plans to continue his education
in law school.
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Student Body President Ryan Berger, a sen-
ior political science major, has heen
responsible for Tth Street Underground
renovations, Paws for Cause, and Panther
Service day. Berger’s presidency ends at
the end of the spring semester.

K, 30 M 2R3 REALLY AREUT WlRNET UL
WE RE MO FPENCH BTHER Iy SIES AT TETE
A UTIE BEWE, THAXZ ALY | WRNE: TO
CALL T JITEY JOHN'S TETT S3ALACHES, BAT
FCY BOOR TOLL: NE TO 210K WITH GOURNVEL
SHE HIEE WHAEYER | IRNET, BT
| CON'T HINK BTHE. OF 1 KUOWS YHAT 1T
NEAME 30 LET'E SWC W TH Ty

GIANT CLUB SANDWICHES

Tl =il s |ewe 1A Ga1le Inea andclia
|1 Lakead 101Gk
Iniredresd Tanddi el

#7 GOURMET SMOKED HAM CLUE

A 1011 prdinal of Hal gl etd i dnokad lan, ool

a, 111

I Tgram L o e Tanis

G, laTIuGa, 1nE1D, -i.rﬂ.iln.f.:’dﬂruil..l :i-.l

AN UL RIS e vergas A S
LB 1 HanEcleas

ELEBY 2 Awz:Beat

LB 3 Turs slal

SLEY A Tukiey gz

SLB & Dbk provaking Rl gan

[rHylan |

Ireatp, Al

Low Carb Lattuca Wrap

SJBUNWICHE

Sama ingmdianta and priza ol the
ab archubwthat thabraad.

#8 BiLLY CLUB®

Fues:s s, [eain, prrossalane, Djavinuzand, lanuc,
Tanan, & e, fHeea's 100y dd pa By Wi
Irrvarniad 1S gHaa canba.)

#9 ITALIAN MIGHT CLUB®

lari, hallarca

da, Anakeal lan, and
g All 1oppral W laTLGA, TanaT, ondolr,
niraireals halarvndgate.

ol D 1a e r | K papaLs, |us ashy)

' W
#10 HONTERS ClOB”

A 10l 10 prond o1 el o el Fas s e,
provalang, lamiuc, TaraTy & I, 1I1 (A ..._I

#1 COUNTRY CLUg®

Trecs I Al 1k a5 .1|:|‘.|1IHIJJ|J JruHudlluln.

YOUk CATERING
SOLUTION I
Bati [INGRES, PLATTERS, PARTTES!
DELRAY DADAS A Foclude & dallvay
diargs ol 259G e lan (-1

ks MMVMH HECOD #0444

it are, a1
¥4 vy T

#2 BEACH ClUB

Friss iy Leabad WFkayLiresss 1, sl ane ol s, 8ok ak
sgivesad, sl ccinbar;
irea!p 2l wal dadl ks

#13 GOURMET VEGGE CLUB"

l.l.IIJIu Fl‘l.ﬁ'uh.l'll:l rlﬂl.ﬂ'u."

NS, [T0Ge, T, and
andh dr'1evan Edlomia)

u .'1:|TE|.E|J,..III.::||]
. 0, &
nlu Wiz Urad Tilsvegds

#14 BHDTLEEEEE oos®

Al Ul:lﬂ. 'I.Ir1-:t:|"ljrr:1'..1 Iu11u.u. 1uru1u & Iram

Gl Was Invarad Ly
..|JH'J1|HI‘ Hue Rz |

Wrkay & prolam |.1r|n-:1 I
are ol r lanareds Randl bure
e sinnliaead Wil aniare, e,
laTuey Toimeio, & ar lomiad
halanrEng

a3 Bary Elkala asap 1
. Hanalreka U0

GLUGLINLE, | ATT0GE, & WITE

#6 CLUB LOLY™

Trec 1 dled 1rkay r
Ire §ud's aelglval Tutkey & Uasardul]

lal, proy

Al 11 A ]

a5, Lacar, lanuce, 1ammn, &

& WE DELIVER! 11AM-2AM 7 DAYS A WEEK T
CHARLESTON 1417 4ATH STREET 345.1075

"YOUR MOM WANTS YOU TO EAT AT JIMMY JOHN'SY ©

0e15E0, J00G, §000, S004 APFIY JOHIFE FRMICHIZE HIC. LLL RIEHTE RESERNED. \'a Fasd ma Th Elghe W Flaka irg Flara Ghargus.

SENATE:

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Senate actions
defended

James Tidwell, journalism depart-
ment chair and author of “Media Law
in Illinois: A Reporter’s Handbook,”
said he couldn’t think of a time that
senate would need to go into closed
session.

He said even if someone is taking
down the minutes, the statute requires
a verbatim record of what was said in
the closed session.

Andrew Berger said he trusted the
secretary to write down what was dis-
cussed verbatim.

“I look at the executive board min-
utes and they aren’t verbatim,” he said.
“(The) minutes are not a transcript.”

Section 2.06 of the Illinois Open
Meetings Act states “All public bodies
shall keep written minutes of all their
meetings, whether open or closed,
and a verbatim record of all their
closed meetings in the form of an
audio or video recording.”

The verbatim record exists so that a
judge can examine it in the event the
closing of the meeting is contested.

Park Place Apartments

on the corner of 7th & Grant
next to the Union

NOW SHOWING
FOR 20006

1, 2, 3 Bedroom Apartments
Remodeled Units
FREE Parking
Fully Furnished
Trash PAID

Contact Jennifer

348.1479

*Daily Specialse®
*Homemade Soups*

*Homemade
European Pastriese®

*Vegetarian Menue

10% off with this AD
& Student ID

615 Monroe * Charleston
Mon:10AM-5PM
Tues-Fri:10AM-8PM
Sat:10AM-5PM

Catering & Take-Out
Available
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HELP WANTED

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

2006-2007 GRADUATE
ASSISTANT WANTED:

The Eastern Illinois University
Health Health

Education Resource Center is

Service’s

currently accepting applica-
tions for the following 2006-
2007 GRADUATE ASSISTANT-
SHIP positions: Sexual Health
Education Coordinator,
Substance Abuse Education
Coordinator, Greek Substance
Abuse Education Coordinator,
Tobacco/Wellness/Stress
Education Coordinator, and
Research and Grant Writing
Coordinator.

For position
additional

descriptions,
information, or
application forms and require-
ments visit
www.eiu.edu/~herc/gaintro,
Health

Center,

Education
5019
Building,

or the
Resource
Student
581-7786.
application is March 1, 2006.
2/24
Dancers Wanted. Club Kyote.
40 min from Charleston.
Make $500 cash a night.
Transportation Available. 18

Services
First deadline for

and over. Will train. 348-
0288

2/24
Firefly — Grill,  Effingham’s
newest dining experience, is
hiring Line Cooks, Prep
Cooks, Dishwashers,
Host/Wait Staff, and
Bartenders. Apply at Job

Match Personnel Services, 137
E Jefferson Ave, Effingham, IL
62401. 1-800-209-5627.

3/2
IBARTENDING! Up to $250 a
No
Necessary. Training Provided.
1-800-965-6520 ext. 239.

5/1
Cellular One-Sales Position-

day. experience

Cellular One seeking Sales

Representatives for our
division.
flexible.

compensation

Wireless Internet

Hours are very
Excellent
opportunity. Send resume to:
Human Resource Department,
Cellular One, 28 Town
Centre, Danville, IL 61832.
00

One-Installer-

Cellular

Cellular One is seeking

Installers for our Wireless

Internet division. Hours are
Excellent com-
Send
human Resource

Cellular One,

Danville, IL

very flexible.
pensation opportunity.
resume to:
Department,
28
61832.

Centre,

00

PERSONALS

ATTENTION ALL GRADUAT-
ING SENIORS!
interested in a yearbook of

If you are

your senior year, and are not
sure how to pick it up, come
to the Student Publications
Room 1802 Buzzard

Hall, and for only $6 we will

office,

mail you a copy in the Fall
when they are published.
Call 581-2812 for more infor-
mation.

00

6 Year Old, Male Chocolate
lab free to good home. Very
friendly. Current on vaccina-
tions/ heartworm. Please call
Lorri: 581-2031

2/24

ROOMMATES

Roomate needed for 2 bedroom
$210
rent plus electric. Lease starting

house by Dairy Queen.

in May, but very flexible. Call
Ashley (618) 843-8083

2/28
Female Roommate needed. 3

Bedroom House. 1 blcok north
of Old Main. Call Laura 217-
549-9834.

3/8

FOR RENT

Spacious 1 BR apt. 1304 4th
Street. Furnished with dishwash-
er. Great for couples. Must see!
$500/mo. Call Drew at (630)
417-4691.

2/24
Charleston 30 Polk, Spacious 2
bedroom, Garage. Avail Feb.
$525 mth & dep Ph 345-4767.

2/24
3 Bedroom House. 10th Street,
Campus Side of Lincoln. W/D,
No Pets. $275/ person. 345-
5037.

2/24
4 LARGE BEDROOM HOUSE
CLOSE TO CAMPUS. AVAIL-
ABLE FALL 2006. NEW CEN-
TRAL AIR, FRONT PORCH,
GARAGE, LARGE BACKYARD.
$300/ MONTH PER PERSON.
FOR MORE INFO CALL 217-
821-4678.

2/24
Awesome 3 bdrm apt. Newly
remodeled. At 1409 9th Street
second floor.

$265 per person
plus utilities. 10 month lease.
No pets. Must see. Call Adam at
(515) 321-8722 for showing.
2/27
2 BD APT CLOSE TO CAMPUS.
INTERNET & TRASH INC. FUR-
NISHED, PETS ALLOWED. 549-
0212 OR www.eiprops.com
2/28
3, 4, & 5 BD HOUSES STILL
AVAILABLE. CLOSE TO CAM-
PUS, PETS WELCOME, FUR-
NISHED & INTERNET INC. 549-
0212 OR www.eiprops.com
2/28
WWW.JBAPARTMENTS.COM:
Great  Student
Bedroom 2 Bath Luxury Units.

Living. 4

Close to Campus. Washer and
Dryer. FREE Cable TV with
HBO, FREE DSL, FREE Phone.
345-6100.

2/28
3 Bdrm Luxury Apts-1 Year Old.
1/2 Block From Campus. In unit

W/D, Stainless Steel Appliances,
3 Parking Spots. Call Brian 778-
3321.

2/28
You're

AFFORDABLE housing?
missing it if you don’t call us.
345-4489, Wood Rentals, Jim
Wood, Realtor.

2&3 BR houses 1 block to Lantz/
O’Brien. Washer/ dryer, A/C.
345-4489, Wood Rentals, Jim
Wood, Realtor.

2/28

Loft style 3 BR near JAC, above
the square. Quiet. $300 each
345-4489, Wood
Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor.

incl. util.

2/28
BRITTANY RIDGE townhouses
for 3-5. $225-360. Internet
wiring. 345-4489, Wood

Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor.

2/28
2 & 3 BR houses & apts. Near &
far. Many with w/d. 345-4489,
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood,
Realtor.

2/28
2 BR apts for 2 persons. Cable &

internet included. Great loca-
tions. $250-300/person.  345-
4489, Wood Rentals, Jim Wood,
Realtor.

2/28
HOUSE FOR RENT. 5-6 people.
Close to campus. 345-6533.

00

ONE PERSON APTS.
your privacy. Variety from $250-
420 month. 345-4489, Wood
Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor.

2/28
4 BR houses, walk to Buzzard, 1
1/2 bath, w/d. 345-4489, Wood
Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor.
2/28
House

Preserve

Nice 4 Bedroom
Available for Fall 2006. Across
from Morton Park. Nice Deck,
W/D, Recent Upgrades. 1113
Division. $285/each 898-9143

or 897-6266.

2/28
SEITSINGER APARTMENTS:
1611 9th St. One block East of
Old Main. Completely fur-

nished. Two 2 bedroom apart-
ments available for Summer
2006 and Fall 2006-2007. Call
345-7136.

00

Roomy 2 Bedroom House
Available for Fall 2006. Good
Polk Street Location. $275/
each. 898-9143 or 897-6266.
2/28
Fall 2006-Quiet—Beautiful-and
spacious 2 BR unfurnished apt

available on the square over Z’s
Landlord On-Site for
your Safety. Rent is $450 Total
for this apt. No pets- Trash and

Music.

Water incl. Extremely low utili-
ties- Laundry On-site - Serious
and Mature Students only apply.
345-2616.

3/3
2 bdrm. duplex on Tst street,

central air, washer/ dryer, trash
included. 346-3583.
3/10

Available for Fall 2006. 1 BR
Apartment within walking dis-
tance from campus. Call 345-
2467

3/3
Fall 2006, 5 bedroom house, 5

blocks W. of square, washer/

dryer, excellent parking, trash

included, no pets. 345-9665
3/7

House W. of square. 2 individual

rooms available, shared kitchen,
washer/ dryer, air. 345-9665.

3/7
4 BR House on Division.
Washer/  Dryer,  Furnished.

Newly Remodeled. Call Charlie
520-990-7723 or Mollie 815-
786-4172.

3/7

Poteete Property Rentals

CAMPUS CLIPS

BEST BUDDIES FUNDRAISER/ CONCERT:  Support Best Buddies by
attending a Benefit Concert put on by EIU Takes Action and UB. There
will a $3 minimum donation collected at the door. Come, have fun,
and listen to great music from different area bands.
February 25 at 7:00 p.m. Doors open at 6:30 in Thomas Dining Hall.

Saturday,

Leaving for Spring Break?
Don't leave with out your 03-07 lease signed!!!

& bedroom house 5275 00 per person only

10 month lease
Nk o [ RN G [ P [
Cramer! Manager Gals Potests @
Fhone @ 217-345-5048

whanw, poteeterentals.com

Classified Advertising Rates

Normal rate: 50 cents/word for the first day the ad
runs. 20 cents/word for each consecutive day

thereafter. 15 word minimum.

Student rate: Students must pre-pay. 30 cents/word
for the first day. 10 cents/word each day there

after.

v Apartments for 1 or 2 residents

v Houses for groups of 2, 3or 4
v Townhouses, 3&4 BR for 3to 5 persons

Call for
appointment

1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377
Charleston, IL 61920

5 Flexible prefix

14 Summoning

27 Argonaut who

attained in 1950

slew Castor
) 53 Imminent, old-
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tion Ted & Alice”
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217-345-4489 Fax: 345-4472
&lye New Hork Times
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shooting stars

17 Bit

18 Take
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choppy
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47 One of Hamlet's
courtiers

52 Some bent
pipes
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THEFTS:

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Projectors missing

“Students give presentations through that sys-
tem,” Mills said. “A number of them had presen-
tations prepared that had to move to other
rooms and make other accommodations for.”

Jacob Sweet, a senior communication studies
major, had to do a Power Point presentation
without the overhead projector.

“We have two more presentations to go for

Sweet has doubts about how soon the projec-
tor will be replaced and thinks they should be
bolted into the ceiling so they are harder to steal.

Due said he thinks the theft occurs because

unused classrooms are left unattended, and it

does not matter what time of day it is, theft is

always a possibility.

“We tell [professors] to lock the doors if they
leave the classroom unattended,” Due said. “The
professor should have a key to get in - the prob-
lem is they have another class coming in 10 to
15 [minutes], they don’t want to lock the door if

they’re going to come back.”

Due said people in the community should

Possible grants for new
teachers in Gov’s plan

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SPRINGFIELD - Crowded elementary
schools in Illinois could hire new teachers
under a $10 million grant program Gov. Rod
Blagojevich proposed Thursday to help

reduce class sizes.

Schools that average more than 20 stu-
dents per class from kindergarten through

third grade would be eligible for $50,000

STATE
BRIEFS

The average Illinois class size last year was
21 in kindergarten, 21.5 in first grade and 22

in third grade. Some of the state’s roughly
2,600 elementary schools have higher aver-
ages, such as West Harvey-Dixmoor in
Chicago’s south suburbs where there are 26

children per kindergarten class.

Blagojevich is proposing only one year of
funding, so schools might be put in the posi-
tion of hiring people but having no way to

the semester,” he said. “Bring it back.” report anything out of the ordinary. grants. pay them in the future.
| ANNTRTE] N
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FOR RENT FOR RENT FOR RENT FOR RENT FOR RENT FOR RENT
AVAILABLE NOW: Two 2 and 3 PERSON LUXURY New four bedroom apartments. BUCHANAN ST. APARTMENTS: ~ APARTMENT FOR RENT, 2 BED-  ATTENTION GIRLS! IF YOU

Bedroom Duplex, W/D, Water
and Trash Paid. $525. Call 348-
7733 or 512-9246.

3/9
LARGE UPSTAIRS APT, 4 BR,
PERFECT FOR 3 OR 4 STU-
DENTS. LOCATED OFF THE
SQUARE AT 202 1/2 6TH.
LARGE KITCHEN RECENTLY
REMODELED APT. HAS ITS
OWN WASHER AND DRYER,
A/C, CARPETED AND LARGE
BATH. HOT WATER HEAT
WITH CIPS GAS. CALL 345-
7522 AFTER 5:30 CALL 345-
9462. ASK FOR LARRY.

3/10
Big 6 Bedroom House, Close to

Campus; 2 Kitchens, 2 Full

Baths, DSL, Central Air,
Dishwasher, Trash Included.
346-3583.

3/10

3 Bdrm apts; new carpet; central
air; washer/dryer; DSL; trash
included. 346-3583

3/10
4 bdrm. apt. 2 full baths, roomy,

central air, DSL, washer/dryer,
breakfast bar, trash included.
346-3583

3/10
5 bdrm. house; 2 full baths;
washer/dryer; new kitchen w/

microwave & dishwasher; cen-
tral air. DSL, great location. 346-
3583.

3/10
4 bdrm. houses, close to cam-
pus, DSL, central air,

washer/dryer; dishwasher. 346-
3583.

3/10
2 bedroom, 2 bath apt., washer
& dryer, 1026 Edgar Dr., close to
campus, 295/person 348-5032

3/10
EXCEPTIONALLY ECONOMI-
CAL!" HALF OF DUPLEX APT.
WITH 1 BEDROOM LOFT.
FURNISHED FOR SINGLE OR
COUPLE. $ 385/MO FOR 1 OR
$435/MO  FOR 2. 1 BLOCK
NORTH OF O’BRIEN FIELD
FOR SCHOOL YEAR 2006/07.
CALL JAN AT 345-8350.

00

Brittany Ridge Townhouses
3&4 Bedrooms

Best Location: close to EIU
Best Floorplan: 3 floors
Best Price: $200-324/person
Best Choice - Call for appt.

1512 A Street / 345-4489

APARTMENTS BEHIND
MCHUGHS. ALL REMAINING
UNITS ARE FURNISHED AND
HAVE 2 BATHROOMS, D/W,
DISPOSAL, C/A, AND ON SITE
LAUNDRY. 3 PERSON UNITS
ALSO HAVE BALCONIES. FOR
MORE INFORMATION CALL
217-493-7559 OR
www.myeiuhome.com
00

Female to share 2 BR apartment.
Starting Fall 2006. 260 per mon
plus trash and water included. A

great place to live at 1111 2nd
St. 348-5427.

00
Male to share 2 BR apartment
starting Fall 2006. $260 per
month. Trash and water includ-

ed. A great place to live at 1111
2nd St. 348- 5427.

00
NICE HOUSES-7, 5, 3 BED-
ROOMS. DISHWASHERS,
WASHERS, DRYERS, AIR. ALL
CLOSE TO CAMPUS. 345-6967.

00
9TH STREET APARTMENTS
NOW LEASING FALL/SPRING
06-07. 3 & 4 BEDROOM
APARTMENTS.  OFF STREET
PARKING AND TRASH PAID.
10 MONTH LEASE. SECURITY
DEPOSIT REQUIRED. NO
PETS. 348-8305.

00
DARIGAN APARTMENTS: 751
6TH STREET, FALL/SPRING 06-
07, 1 & 2 BEDROOM APART-
MENTS.  WATER AND TRASH
PAID. 11 MONTH LEASE.
SECURITY DEPOSIT
REQUIRED. NO PETS. 348-
8305.

00
Studio apartment. 1 block from
campus on 7th Street. Call 728-
8709.

00
4 Bedroom. Close to Campus.
W/D, Trash, Furnished. Phone
345-7244.

00
VILLAGE RENTALS: 2006-2007
2 BR apartments furnished with

laundry facility, 10 1/2 month
lease, trash & water included,
near campus. Call 345-2516
EHO

00
LINCOLNWOOD  PINETREE
HAS STUDIO 1, 2, & 3 BED-
ROOM APARTMENTS. VERY
CLOSE TO CAMPUS AND BUZ-
ZARD. CA;; 345-6000 TO
SCHEDULE APPOINTMENT.

00

Ready August ‘06. Fully fur-
nished 12 month lease available.
Across from Lantz. $400/month,
make reservations today 345-
3353.

00
Fall 2006- Luxury 3 and 4 bed-
room, 2 bath apartments. Free
HIGH SPEED INTERNET, Free
CABLE TV, Free PHONE! New,
safe, secure and close to cam-
$355
each. www.jbapartments.com.
345-6100

pus. Lots of amenities.

00

Lincolnwood Pinetree has 2&3

BR Apts. available for second
semester. Call 345-6000.

00
www.charlestonilapts.com-
LOOK FOR US FOR 06-07
RENTALS. From $230 to $475
mo per person. Ph. 348-7746.

00
Oldtowne Apartments: 1, 2, 3
Bedroom for Fall 2006. Close to
4 locations to choose

campus.
from. Call 345-6533.

00
www.jwilliamsrentals.com
CHECK US OUT FOR YOUR
NEXT APARTMENT.

now 1 & 2 bedroom units. Good

Leasing

locations, nice apartments, off
street parking, trash paid. No
pets. 345-7286.

00

1,2,&3 BEDROOM APART-
MENTS AVAILABLE FOR FALL
06-07. PLENTY OF OFF STREET
PARKING, WATER AND TRASH
INCLUDED. CALL 345-1266
00

ROOM. TRASH AND WATER
INCLUDED. ALL FOR $260 PER
MONTH. NEXT TO CITY PARK.
1111 2ND STREET. CALL 348-
5427.

00

3 BEDROOM DUPLEX- Fall
2006. 2009B 11th St. $325
each. 345-6100. www.jensen-
rentals.com

00
6 Bedroom, 3 Bath House. New
Construction

right next to
Campus. W/D, dishwasher, etc.
345-9595 or 232-9595.

www.gbadgerrentals.com

00
Royal Heights Apts. 3 BR, 1 1/2
bath , furnished. 1509 2nd

(behind Subway) Spring, Fall
2006. Call Becky @ 345-0936.

00
Apartments and houses for rent.
1520-1528 4th Street across
345-

from Pemberton Hall.
3059/345-2909

00
1,2& 3 Bedroom Apartments for

Rent. Immediate openings for
Spring & Fall of 2006. 549-5593
or 549-1060.

00
2 Bedroom Remodeled, Water,
Trash, DSL, Furnished. 10 or 12
month lease 217-235-6598 or
217-254-0754.

00

Park Place Apartments: Now
showing 1,2,3,Bedroom Units
for  Fall  2006.
Remodeled units

Newly
available!
Trash paid, fully furnished, free
parking. Call Autumn @348-
1479.

00
Fall 2006 Apartments 1,2,3, bed-
Great location. Great

room.
condition. Some with laundry,
some with wireless internet. Off
street parking, No pets. 345-
7286

00

5 bedroom house on 6th Street,

2 bath, Large bedrooms com-
pletely remodeled new carpet,
stove, refrigerator.  Enclosed
back porch and dining room.

Available for the 06-07 school

year for more info
www.poteeterentals.com  or
217-345-5088

00

Nice 5 Bedroom House For
Girls,  Will
Efficiency Apartment, Excellent
Location, C/A, W/D, Trash,
Lawn, Service. 345-3253

Consider  Four,

00

WOULD LIKE A NICE, ROOMY,
FURNISHED 3 BR APARTMENT
WITH LARGE CLOSETS, LOW
RENT, LOW UTILITY BILLS,
AND A LANDLORD THAT
CARES FOR THE 06-07
SCHOOL YEAR. CALL FOR AN
APPOINTMENT, 10 MONTH
LEASE, NO PETS 345-3664.
00

GREAT HOUSES! GREAT LOCA-
TIONS! GREAT PRICES! 1500
BLOCK. 1ST OR 3RD STREET. 5,
6, OR 7 GIRLS. 10 MONTH
LEASE. FURNISHED. STARTING
AT $265. CALL 345-5048 FOR
MORE DETAILS.

00
6 month leases

APPLY NOW!
Available. 345-1400 www.uni-
versity village housing.com

00
GREAT LOCATION.
NINTH/LINCOLN. ONE BED-
ROOM APARTMENT, TRASH
AND WATER PAID, 10/12
MONTH LEASE. 348-0209.

00
6 bedroom house close to cam-
pus, 3 bathrooms, 2
rooms, Large Kitchen.

living
Stove,
refrigerator, washer and dryer.
Available for the 06-07 school

year for more info
www.poteeterentals.com  or
217-345-5088

00

NON SEQUITUR

BY WILEY MILLER
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SLIPS:

Spencer’s
threes bury
Panthers again

defense applied by Eastern and dou-
ble-teaming Russell on ball screens.

Freshman guard Mike Robinson
guarded Russell in the first half and
Miller said the experience Robinson
gained tonight would only help him
for future games.

“Playing against a veteran player,

JACKSONVILLE ST. 75, EASTERN 68

fg ft reb
EASTERN ~ mijn m-a m-a o-t a pf pts
Tandy 27 49 3-4 48 0 4 11
Byrne 34 7-11 12 07 3 4 15
Robinson 31 49 2-2 04 3 5 12
Gomes 36 29 44 12 4 1 10
Catchings 30 3-11 3-5 1-5 2 3 10
Sinclair 23 24 00 13 1 1 5
Parrish 13 24 00 00 O 3 5
Burke 1 0-0 0-0 o0-1 0 0 0
Wilkin 5 00 00 1-1 1 1 0
TOTALS 200 24-5713-1712-35 14 22 68

Percentages: FG .421 3-point goals: 7-15
(Robinson 2-4, Gomes 2-6, Catchings 1-2, Parrish 1-
2, Sinclair 1-1) Blocked shots: 3 (Tandy 2, Parrish)
Steals: 5 (Catchings 3, Parrish, Robinson) Turnovers:
14

fg ft reb
JACK. ST. minm-a m-a o-t a pf pts
Bradley 35 5-14 68 29 0 2 17
Brown 24 4-7 68 3-4 0 1 14
Wilson 23 14 00 34 1 2 3
Russell 40 3-8 11-12 04 7 3 17
Spencer 36 49 00 05 1 2 12
Bray 4 01 00 00 O 0 0
Peters 1 00 00 00 O O 0
Crow 21 45 33 12 0 3 11
Lewis 17 01 12 02 O 3 1
TOTALS 200 21-4927-3310-33 9 16 75

Percentages: FG .429 3-point goals: 6-16 (Spencer 4-7,
Bradley 1-3, Wilson 1-2, Russell 0-2, Bray 0-1, Lewis 0-
1) Blocked shots: 6 (Crow 3, Brown 2, Russell) Steals: 4
(Spencer 2, Crow, Wilson) Turnovers: 13

that’s kind of crafty and knows how
to play, I thought he did a good job,”
he said.

With the lead down to 26-22 and
Gamecock players slapping the floor
on defense, Gomes promptly buried a
3-pointer, pushing Eastern’s lead back
to seven

The Panthers picked up where they
left off in the first half; extending their
lead to 40-29 after a Gomes' three-
pointer at 16:33 before JSU—and
Spencer—heated up.

Eastern concludes its season
Saturday against Samford.

Tip-off is set for 3:05 p.m. at Lantz
Arena.

CONTENDER:

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12A

Both teams
shoot poorly
wn Panther loss

Slaughter scored 12 points in the first
half on 5-of-6 shooting.

During the week leading up to the
game, head coach Dave Dagostino
told Slaughter she would have to
come to play.

“He told me ‘you better be on for

Eastern,” she said.

The second half started with both
teams struggling, and in the first five
minutes the two teams combined for
only six points.

Eastern failed to take advantage of
the stretch and a 6-0 run by
Jacksonville State extended its lead to
double digits for the first time in the
game with 12 minutes left.

The Panthers werent able to cut
the lead below nine points until there
was less than a minute left.

With the win, the Gamecocks
clinched a spot in the postseason and

jumped ahead of the Panthers for the

WOIKE:

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12A

Despite loss,
FEastern forced
JSU mistakes

Panthers forced them. They disrupted
their opponent’s gameplan. It was
progress.

For the Panthers, wins and losses
arent that important anymore.

It’s about building, and proving they
can be a feared defense, even if only for
a half; the Panthers’ began to find their
identity.

Dan Woike is a senior journalism
major. If you want to discuss his mistakes
(like buying Jamal Crawford and Eddy
Curry jerseys and answering that email
about debt consolidation), write him at

CARRIE HOLLIS/THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Freshman guard Mike Robinson drives past Jacksonville State senior
guard Walker Russell during Thursday’s 75-68 loss in Laniz Arena.

Woikeda@gmail.com.

No. 6 seed.

The loss overshadowed a strong
game for senior Lauren Sims who
had four steals to go along with her
rebounds despite playing just 24
minutes.

“That’s something I like to go out
and do is rebound the basketball,”
she said.

The Panthers dont have much
time to think about this loss as
Samford will be at Lantz Arena
Saturday.

“We have to work hard to stay
together and keep working through
this,” Sallee said.

JACKSONVILLE ST. 67, EASTERN 60

fg ft reb
EASTERN  mijn m-a m-a o-t a pf pts
Sims 24 22 00 2-12 2 0 4
Galligan 27 49 810 12 0 2 16
Edwards 25 2-8 2-4 13 4 1 6
Sparks 35 2-16 4-4 1-2 3 2 8
Canale 30 3-8 34 25 2 3 10
Kramer 15 12 00 03 0 3 3
Sellers 1 00 00 01 1 0 0
Eck 7 18 00 O0-1 0 3 3
Maxedon 8 12 00 33 1 2 2
Scaggs 11 35 00 13 1 1 6
Kluempers 15 13 0-0 26 2 3 2
Lippard 2 00 00 01 0 1 0
TOTALS 200 20-6317-2214-41 16 20 60

Percentages: FG .317 3-point goals: 3-16 (Eck 1-7,
Canale 1-2, Kramer 1-1, Sparks 0-2, Edwards 0-4)
Blocked shots: 5 (Sims, Galligan, Edwards, Sparks,
Maxedon) Steals: 9 (Sims 4, Scaggs 2, Sparks,
Kramer, Maxedon) Turnovers:19

fg ft reb

JACKST. minm-a m-a ot a pf pts
Gordon 8 02 00 01 0 O 0
Healy 34 3-8 22 1-8 1 3
Boykin 35 6-16 0-0 4-6 0O 4 13
McKinney 32 3-9 3-4 04 6 1
Slaughter 35 9-15 6-6 6-11 0 0 24
Haynes 29 1-7 24 15 5 1 4
Jeffs 19 35 00 07 O 4 6
Clay 8 13 12 14 0 3 3
TOTALS 200 26-6514-1815-48 12 16 67

Percentages: FG .400 3-point goals: 1-10 (Boykin
1-5, Haynes 0-3, McKinney 0-1, Jeffs 0-1) Blocked
shots: 2 (Boykin 2) Steals: 12 (Healy 5, McKinney 3,
Clay, Jeffs, Slaughter, Boykin) Turnovers:19
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Eastern travels to Nashville in

search of sixth straight OVC crown

BY DERRICK JOHNSON 11
STAFF REPORTER

The Panthers will step onto Tiger
territory this weekend as they com-
pete for the Ohio Valley Conference
championship title meet in Nashville,
Tenn., home of Tennessee State.

Eastern is looking for its sixth
straight OVC Indoor title this week-
end. Looking to repeat as individual
champions are sophomore Kirkland
Thornton in the 60-meter hurdles,
Jason Stark in the high Jump, and
Dave Carlson in the 3000-meter run.

Eastern’s biggest competition will
be Southeast Missouri who finished a
close second at the 2005 OVC cham-
pionship meet. Eastern Kentucky will
also raise the level of competition
with their strong distance squad.
With competition this strong it will
take a whole team effort for the
Panthers to be successful, senior dis-
tance runner Dan Strackeljahn said.

“The whole team is just going to
have to get out there and give it their
all,” Strackeljahn said. “We're going
to have to pick up points in places
that we wouldn’t expect and then we
need to pick up points in the places
that we should be [expecting].”

Sophomore Brad Buters words
mirror those of his teammate as he
recognizes the threat SEMO poses on
the Panthers’ reign as champions.

Baseball
opens up in
Evansville

The Panthers begin the season
tonight in the Evansville Tournament
with head coach Jim Schmitz looking
for a team record 300th career victory.

Eastern takes on Northern Illinois
on Friday, Wisconsin-Milwaukee on
Saturday and Evansville on Sunday
afternoon.

Converted closer Chris Vaculik will
start the opener followed by junior
Drew Gierich.

This weekend’s final game will be
started by Brandon Murphy, a transfer
from the University of Illinois.

SINK:

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12A

Defense, rebounding
present in Fastern loss

only six points in the first 11 minutes, 43 seconds.

“I think we're all going to have to
step up in our individual events
because SEMO is pretty strong in
everything,” Butler said. “We need to
step up and see big performances
from everyone.”

The competition presented by
other teams isnt the only problem
that the Panthers face. Each team
must decide how their team will be
structured, with 25 members per
team allowed to compete. Which ath-
letes are chosen to compete in certain
events and which athletes aren’t will
be key to the outcome of the meet,
long distance coach Geoff Masanet
said.

“We actually have our work cut out
for us this year more so than years
past,” Masanet said. “We've got fewer
guys going and we're only allowed to
bring 25 athletes total for the whole
team. Some years we've had more dis-
tance guys going but this year we have
less and as for guys that go, most of
them are going to get loaded up with
events.

“We've got some better guys com-
peting this year from Southeast
Missouri who is our main team com-

“You can see when our team missed shots, our shoulders
dropped and our heads went down,” Sallee said. “You just
can't play that way.”

With the team rebounding somewhat shored up, the
Panthers shooting has hit bottom at the most pivotal point
of the season.

Sims said the Panthers haven' hit the proverbial wall.
She feels the Panthers aren’t valuing each possession like
they should.

“I don't think weve hit a wall,” she said. “I think our
turnovers are plaguing us.”

While Sallee and Sparks think the Panthers should return
to the gym for some extra shooting practice, neither would
deny that there arent mind games being played and that
their confidence hasn' fallen since the losing streak began.

“I think some of the seniors and juniors are experiencing
a litde flashback from the past,” Sparks said of the team’s
struggles before Sallee arrived.

“Any time you lose three, four, five games in a row,”
Sallee said, “it takes a toll on your confidence.”

The one positive the Panthers could take away from
Thursday’s loss was the fact that their defense kept them in
the game diverting an easy blow out.

With the first round of the Ohio Valley Conference
Tournament beginning next Tuesday, the Panthers will
keep searching for answers.

“We got one more game to go before the conference
tournament,” Sallee said. “It would be nice to drop a few
shots and feel good about wherever we go (on Tuesday).”

With the Panthers’ struggles, nobody, not even the team,

petition,” Masanet said. “Overall, I
think our guys just have to go out
Junior jumper Obe Eruteya, shown
here at Lantz Fieldhouse on Feh.17,
was named OVC Male Field Athlete of
the Year.

there, run their race, compete hard,
and when push comes to shove do
what we can to beat the guys from

SEMO.”

ERIC HILTNER/THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Missing
Apple Ipod Lost in
Buzzard or Union
$$$ Reward
Please Deliver to
the News Room

coffee | house

Join us today FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24 @ 8PM
for FREE live music, hot beverages, and
snacks. Featuring EIU Alumni Jeremiah Cox at
the Wesley Foundation for Worship

Sponsored by the Wesley Foundation
2202 Fourth Street, the ski lodge building
across from Lawson

University Union Bowling Lanes

GOSMIC BOWLING .

Friday & Saturday Night
9:30pm - 12:30am
Phone:581-7457

knows where they’re going,

OFF-CAMPUS PRIVATE APARTMENTS.
34a45-a001
2302 BosTe OR. (NEXT TO WAL-MART)
DON'T KHNOW WHERE CAMPUS
POINTE IS LOCATED?

RIDE THE CAMPUS POINTE
SHUTTLE FROM THE UNION TO
OUR CLUBHOUSE

FOR AN APARTMENT

Lo by recvivy
TRTT ATTLICATION T'EE OO0 T
Slzn a lease with Clampus Falinke and rocehse TR 5708
LU EnS WT LY montis rent!..
T-orra it conds Warch 220 2000

Ir achdilionn looal of Camipies Puimile’s smietilics, we T

hievve 1 shodlle st it Fromm The Chclibese

sity et 1!

Eree Beads Al WEEKEND




SPORTS

PANTHER SPORTS CALENDAR

FRIDAY TRACK AND FIELD AT OVC CHAMPIONSHIPS (TENN. STATE) All Day
BASEBALL VS. N. ILLINOIS AT EVANSVILLE TOURNAMENT noon
SOFTBALL AT TULSA TOURNAMENT 3 p.m.
SATURDAY MEN’S BASKETBALL VS SAMFORD 3:05 p.m.
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL VS SAMFORD 6:05 p.m.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2006

Eastern Illinois University, Charleston

FROM LEFT
FIELD

DAN WOIKE
SPORTS REPORTER

Eastern
builds on
mistakes

Mistakes happen, its a simple
truth. (This is my defense for just
about anything — not studying
for a test, missing a deadline, caus-
ing a muldple-car pileup, you
name it.)

Sometimes, however, mistakes
can be avoided. Ask Lindsey
Jacobellis — the U.S. snowboard-
er whose premature celebration
cost her a gold medal in Turin,
Italy.

They happen in places a litde
less exotic too, like in Charleston
on Thursday night during the
Eastern men’s basketball game
with Jacksonville State at Lantz
Arena.

Both teams made mistakes
throwing bad passes, taking ill-
advised shots, making question-
able decisions.

But, these werent unavoidable
mistakes like accidentally trading
for Steve Francis when youve got
four other trigger-happy guards in
your backcourt.

These were different. The mis-
takes made in the first half of the
Panthers’ with  the
Gamecocks happened for a reason

game

— they were forced.

When the two teams first met at
JSU on Feb. 2, the Gamecocks
controlled the game from the
perimeter, penetrating towards the
rim and hitting open jump shots,
including 12-0f-26 from beyond
the three-point line.

But Thursday night, the
Panthers’ made some changes and
forced Jacksonville State out of its
comfort zone.

The Gamecocks’ seven first-half
turnovers tell only part of the story.

Eastern countered JSU’s pick-
and-rolls at the top of the perime-
ter with a relentless double team,
forcing the Gamecocks' senior
point guard Walker Russell to run
their offense closer to mid-court
than to the three-point line.

By bringing the pressure to the
Ohio Valley Conference’s top-scor-
ing team, the Panthers held
Jacksonville State to 26 points and
9-0f-24 shooting from the field,
including 0-for-6 from three-point
range.

Jacksonville State was eventually
going to make some shots, and
eventually, they did. But that’s not
the point.

Instead of waiting for their
opponents to make mistakes, the

See WOIKE PAGE 10A

MEN’S BASKETBALL

Early lead slips away in loss to JSU

BY MATT DANIELS
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR

Eastern held Jacksonville State guard
B.J. Spencer in check early, holding the
senior scoreless in the first half.

Spencer torched the Panthers in the
two teams first meeting with a game-
high 26 points on 8-of-12 shooting
from beyond the arc.

But Spencer didn' let the first-half
scoring drought keep him down, as he
scored 12 points, all on 3-pointers, in
leading the Gamecocks past Eastern
75-68 Thursday night at Lantz Arena.

“We did a good job in the first 30
minutes and all of a sudden he just
started hitting,” sophomore forward
Jake Byrne said.

Eastern trailed 67-64 with 40.4 sec-
onds left and three seconds on the
shot clock, but
through, hitting a fade away three-
pointer in the right corner to finish
Eastern’s hopes of a win.

The sudden three-point barrage by
Spencer midway through the second
half helped trim Eastern’s lead from 46-
39 to 46-45 in the span of 45 seconds.

“Those two three’s really got them
going,” senior guard Josh Gomes said.

A 16-4 Gamecocks’ run helped give
them their first lead of the game, 53-
50, with 6 minutes, 34 seconds to play.

After a Courtney Bradley three
pushed JSU’s lead to 56-51, Mike
Robinson and Bobby Catchings hit
back-to-back 3-pointers to give the

Spencer came

Panthers the lead again.

The Gamecocks (14-12, 11-8
OVC) then used an inside basket by
Dorien Brown and a three from
Spencer to regain the lead.

“You don't get back (on defense) in
transition and he hits a three,”
Gomes said.

The win keeps JSU’s hopes of host-
ing a firstround Ohio Valley
Conference Tournament game alive,
as the Gamecocks entered Thursday
in a three-way tie for fourth place with
Austin Peay and Eastern Kentucky.

Playing a game that meant nothing
to their OVC postseason chances and
plenty to Jacksonville State, the
Panthers jumped out to a 13-4 lead.

Eastern (6-20, 5-14) maintained

that lead through the first half, keep-
ing JSU at bay and led heading into
halfime  31-26, holding the
Gamecocks to 37.5 percent shooting.

“I thought defensively we did a
very good job on what they wanted
to do,” Eastern head coach Mike
Miller said. “And in the second half,
they stopped trying to run some of
their offensive actions and spread the
floor and drove it.”

Point guard Walker Russell was the
one driving by the Panthers on his
way to 17 points and 7 assists. The
OVCs leading assist man was held to
five points and no assists in the first
half, a result of pressure man-to-man

SEE SLIPS PAGE 10A

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Struggle leaves Eastern lost

JAY GRABIEC/THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Freshman guard Kara Kramer plays defense against Jacksonville State’s freshman guard LaTonya McKinney. Kramer
had 3 points, 3 rebounds and a steal in Eastern’s 67-60 loss at Lantz on Thursday night.

Panthers lose to another OVC contender

BY MARCO SANTANA
SPORTS EDITOR

The Panthers extended their down-
ward slide as they continue to face
teamns that are fighting to stay alive in
the conference tournament race.

Sophomore Courtney Slaughter
recorded a double-double for
Jacksonville State and the Panthers
were held to just 25 percent shooting
in the first half to send Eastern to its
fifth straight loss.

“Wee can't get the offense set,” sen-
ior Lauren Sims said. “We can’t get
Sparks the ball.”

Senior Megan Sparks continues to

struggle for the Panthers. She led the

team with 16 shots but made only
two to finish the game with 8 points.

She is shooting just 26 percent
during the Panthers losing streak.

“When youre struggling to hit
shots from the perimeter, that’s some-
thing we have to do,” Sallee said about
getting to the basket more often.

Eastern started the game on a 6-0
run by using the press to confuse the
Gamecocks.

“They came out there and stopped
us but as soon as we broke the press
we were okay,” Slaughter said. “We
started coming together when we
started slashing the middle.”

Late in the first half, Sims pulled

down one of her career-high 12

rebounds and passed the ball to
Meagan Scaggs, who hit a short
jumper to tie the game at 19.

But the Gamecocks responded
with a jumper by Ashley Boykin that
sparked a 10-1 run over the next 2:18.

The Panthers pulled to within five
at the half by forcing the action and
reaching the free-throw line.

Jacksonville State head coach Dave
Dagostino was relieved to have a lead
as the Panthers managed to hold the
Gamecocks to just 38 percent shoot-
ing in the half.

“I was pleased to have a lead hav-
ing shot so poorly,” he said.
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Offense
sinks with
shooting

BY MARC CORRENTI
STAFF REPORTER

The Eastern women’s basketball
team regained its defensive intensity.
The Panthers offensive proficiency
still remains the big question.

In Thursday’s 67-60 home loss to
Jacksonville State, the Panthers made
8-0f-31 shots in the first half and fin-
ished 20-for-63 (31 percent).

The problem here is that everyone
has a different reason for why the
shots are not falling.

“We can't get the shooters the ball
with 19 turnovers,” said senior for-
ward Lauren Sims, who had four
points and 12 rebounds.

“There’s mental games being played
right now,” said senior guard Megan
Sparks, who scored eight points and
shot 2-for-16.

“We need to attack the rim and get
to the free throw line,” Eastern head
coach Brady Sallee said.

Any of the aforementioned reasons
would fit the bill, but the truth may
be, that there is no answer.

During the Panthers’ five-game los-
ing streak, they have shot 35 percent
or worse in three of those games.

Eastern had every chance to win in
Thursday nights game, but could
never find the offensive consistency to
make a run at the Gamecocks.

As pootly as the Panthers shot in
the first half, they only trailed 30-25.
The momentum they tried to build in

the second half fizzled as they scored
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Sleeping beauties: Former
Verge editors Laura Giriffith
and Brian O’Malley return to

glory and discuss the difficul-
ties of both light and heavy
sleepers. Apparently,
O’Malley can sleep through
an earthquake, tornado,
plague of locusts, jackham-
mer and Volkswagen ram-
ming into him without wak-
ing up while Laura stirs at the
sound of a creaking door.
Page 2
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Get out of my Facebook:
Verge reporter Michael
Peterson gives tips on how to
build the perfect Facebook
resume. Question Marks for
pictures are unacceptable,
1,200-person friend lists are
ridiculous and if you think
you are getting away with
joining 52 groups, think
again. Peterson gives insight
to the Facebook craze, in
case you haven’t had enough
yet. Page 2

I

Down on the farm: Jess
Kinsella explores the rustic,
old-time fun Lincoln Log
Cabin provides. A blast from
the past right in your back-
yard. Take a trip down the
road for a history lesson and
maybe even buy one of those
cool souvenir flint-lock pis-
tols. And make sure to pick
to us up some kettle corn
while you are at it.

Page 8
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Back from the grave:
Senior Verge reporter Chris
Essig reviews a somewhat
less than Sublime tribute
album and a Web site that
will have milk shooting out
of your nose. And by the
sound of his review, the films
on the site may even show
milk eschewing from other
orifices. Don’t worry, | meant
the mouth.

Page 6
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Something like a
phenomenon: ‘When the
boogeyman goes to bed he
checks his closet for Chuck
Norris.” Senior Verge reporter
Chris Essig explores the sud-
den increase in the red-
bearded martial artists’ popu-
larity as well as other cult
phenomena.

Editor’s Note: This Verge Issue
brought to you by the letter
“Chuck Norris.”

Page 3

STORY BY BRIAN GARTLAN

A lthough socie-

ty often depicts
graffiti as vandal-
ism, artists express
their individualism
and creativity through
unique words and
images that are next to
impossible to duplicate.
At the beginning of
“The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air,” graf-
fiti is presented negatively when the police show
up to harass Will Smith. But that’s neither here
nor there.
Graffiti is a drawing or inscription made on
any surface that is meant to be seen by the pub-
lic.

Art Professor Stephen Eskilson said graffiti has

been a topic of discussion since the early 1980s.

“Many (people) see it as a creative outlet for
urban artists,” he said. “(For artists) who have
no access to traditional art venues.”

He said graffiti could be considered either art
or vandalism.

“(In the 80s) it was common for New York
City subway cars to be covered with both ran-
dom tags as well as complex compositions,” he
said.

According to a book, “Taking the Train” by
Joe Austin, three artists joined together to create
a bicentennial birthday theme for America on
July 3, 1976, called the “Freedom Train.”

The artists painted 11 cars, top to
bottom like a “patriotic
streamer’ to celebrate the
United States’ 200th birthday.

However, the train never trav-
eled in the New York subway sys-
tem and there are no known pho-
tographs of the “Freedom Train,”

Austin wrote.

Even Eastern is home to at
least one graffiti artist.

Emilio Quintero, a freshman
education major, said not all
graffidi is done for the sake of
vandalism and one word comes
to his mind when he thinks about
graffiti. Art.

Quintero’s mother died on April
13, 2005. He said her death made the summer
drag on longer than usual, so he “needed some-
thing productive to do.”

He said the love he possessed for his mother

and art respectively made making a mural an
easy decision.

Quintero decided to paint the mural on his
bedroom wall with the date of her birth and the
date of her death.

“I do (graffiti) for respect,” he said. “I do not
only do it for fun.”

The mural for his mother is a four-piece puz-
zle, he said.

The first piece of the puzzle sig-
nifies a tombstone that says “In
Loving Memory” and directly under
that, the second piece says “Mama,”
which is outlined in black and shaded
with a combination of blue and red.

“It takes up my whole wall,” Quintero
said.

He associated the date of her birth, the
date of her death and her license plate
number within the word “Mama.”

The other wall in his bedroom says

“Schmuck” and “Schmucker,” which
were nicknames he and his mother
gave to each other.

Most of the writing on the mural is
done in black, except for the term,
“Muchi-machi,” which is done in red, he
said.

“Muchi-machi is my dad’s way to say I
love you,” Quintero said.

He said the term signifies love and
that is why it is written in red.

“It’s the color of love,” he said. And
that represents the last piece of the four-
part puzzle.

“I do (graffiti) for my own good,” he
said. “It makes me feel better.”
The way he blended the red, blue and
black made the painting look sharp, he
said.

Whether graffiti is vandalism or art, pleasura-
ble or painful, it is understandable as to why
society might look down on graffiti and why it is
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illegal.

According to
llinois law, graffiti is
classified into two cat-
egories.

The first category,
institutional vandal-
ism, is when a per-
son of an actual or
perceived race,
creed, religion or
national origin commits a vandal-
ism crime against another group or individual.

Institutional vandalism can be made against
“places of worship,” said University Police
Officer Art Mitchell.

The vandalism can also be done to cemeteries
or educational facilities and the crime is a guar-
anteed Class 3 felony and it can be as high as a

Class 2 felony if the damage
exceeds $300.

The other category for graf-
fiti is criminal defacement of
property. This is when a person
knowingly defaces or deforms

property.

The charge for defacing
property can range from a Class
A misdemeanor to a Class 3
felony, depending on damage

and previous charges.
Eskilson said graffiti was
trendy in the 80s, but not too
much now.

“Corporations often copy (graffiti) for bill-
boards or hire artists to make faux graffiti ads,”
he said.

Austin wrote that names, messages and draw-
ings were done in shared public spaces where
young people congregate or pass by.

“(Graffiti is) written in places where adults
rarely travel,” he wrote.

“If you never wrote on the trains, stole paint,
got kicked out of school, or whatever the situa-
tion is, then you ain’t no graffiti artist,” said
James Top, a writer in Austin’s book.

However, Quintero said he actually does graf-
fiti for the art, creativity and remembrance, and
he does not show his work off to the public. It is
still meaningful to him.

Quintero said that brainstorming before a
project is the most important part and he said it
could range from a half-hour to a day.

“It depends on how big the project,” he said.
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Sleeping with the enemy

EVES WIDE SHUT

BRIAN O’MALLEY
OPINION PAGE EDITOR

I'm not a fat man, but I am a fat sleeper; a heavy sleep-
er. I usually set my alarms at least two hours before the
time I need to wake up, and that sometimes doesn’t work.

If I'm relying on someone to wake me up, by the time I
wake up they are usually extremely annoyed with me
because, at that point, they had been trying for hours to
wake me up.

I know it’s a problem, and I wish it wasnt. Being a
heavy sleeper is the main reason I've had to drop so many
classes here at Eastern. When I lived in Thomas Hall my
freshman year, there was a building service worker drilling
something right next to my door early one morning. Later
that day people on my floor were complaining about how
the drill woke up everyone on the floor, but it didn't wake
me up.

When I'm home for a weekend, I will sleep on the couch
in the family room rather than sleep in my bedroom, which
is hidden away from everybody. By sleeping in the family
room, I know my parents or my siblings will come in to
watch TV and hopefully in the process, wake me up.

If T could change one thing about myself it would be to
become a lighter sleeper. I don't know what it feels like to
be woken by someone and then be angry about it. Some
people hate when people prematurely wake them, but I
welcome it. It might mean I will be tired for the rest of the
day, but at least I'd be awake.

Lets say 'm lying down, watching TV and I acciden-
tally fall asleep. That’s dangerous. If I fall asleep without
setting my regular alarm or my cell phone alarm, who
knows when I will finally wake up. Most of the time it'll
take an act of God to get me up. One time a glass cup
fell off my side table and shattered on the floor, but I
only woke up when my roommate came in to make sure
I was OK.

I dont like to make early-day plans with people because
I'm not reliable in the morning. Many people have gotten
mad at me because I bailed on morning plans. Put it this
way, some people pass out, I knock out.

EVES WIDE OPEN

LAURA GRIFFITH
ASSOCIATE NEWS EDITOR

I hear a squeaking noise, slightly audible over the
noise of the fan in my room, and my eyes open. I've
only been asleep for a little more than six hours, but
that’s all it takes.

I’'m awake.

After the fact, “Jitterbug” comes on the CD player,
and the day begins.

Most of my friends wouldn't be awake until at least
the second verse.

This is the diary of a light sleeper.

I can sleep almost anywhere, at almost any time,
because I know I will wake up when I need to, at least
98 percent of the time.

The slightest noises or changes in my atmosphere
disturb my sleep, anything from thunder and rain out-
side my window to a professor reminding my class to
turn in our assignments can wake me up.

Friends tell me they missed a class because they slept
in, and that’s hard for me to believe. It's never happened
to me. The only time I've even slept late was because I
laid in bed for 20 minutes after I was already awake.

If T sleep through a class, it doesnt mean I didnt at
least go. Some of my best quality naps have taken
place on a desk. (Note to teachers: I can still hear what
you're saying, most of the time.)

Sometimes when I'm with friends, I close my eyes
and put my head down, and everyone assumes I fell
asleep. Then, I listen to what they say. This is a great
spy technique when you suspect one of your friends is
talking behind your back.

In my case, the worst I've heard has been, “I think
she’s sleeping...”

Its equally hard to go to sleep at night most of the time.

And once I go to sleep- sweet bliss. I never want to
leave my bed.

But the next morning, the curse continues, and I
wake up at the first sign of life that I can hear outside
my locked door.

Manilow none too keen on 50s-themed album

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Barry Manilow was never really enamored of music
that came out of the 1950s. Instead he found himself
in love with the pop acts from the eras before and
after, from Ella Fitzgerald and Frank Sinatra to Laura
Nyro and The Beatles. So when his former mentor
Clive Davis came to him and suggested he record an
album of 50s songs, he wasn't immediately enthralled
with the idea.

Alex Turner burning up the charts

When you're a 20-year-old rock star whose album

just became the fastest-selling debut in England, the
last thing you want to be told is that you're grounded.
"I feel like I should just flip out and do something
crazy," said Alex Turner, the scrappy-voiced Arctic
Monkeys front man.

‘Sith’ game might leave fans wanting more

If you thought Star Wars finally ended last year
with "Episode III: Revenge of the Sith," think again.
The space opera appears destined to live longer than
Jedi Master Yoda as a series of video game spinoffs.
The latest, "Star Wars: Empire at War," occasionally
captures the cinematic excitement but lacks depth.
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GUIDE TO BETTER LIVING

PREPARE TO
FAGEBOOK

MICHAEL PETERSON
VERGE REPORTER

The times they are a-changing,
and so are the responsibilities of
keeping up appearances during
our college years. Our parents
only had to make sure they had a
cool dorm room, clothes and
good social life. We, on the other
hand, have to keep a tight “face-
book resume” as well as the other
things.

It is crucial that our facebook
picture, friend list, posting-wall
and groups all give an accurate
depiction of who we are in addi-
tion to hopefully attracting mem-
bers of the opposite sex.

So let’s begin...

PICTURE

The first rule of picking a face-
book picture is to make sure you
are the only person in the pic-
ture. Unless I already know you,
I will be forced to look at your
tagged pictures to figure out
which person in the picture is
actually you. And that’s just a
pain.

Secondly, try not to have a
facebook picture of yourself
doing a beer bong or keg stand.
Yes, I know you must be a com-
plete badass party animal, but
you don’t need to shove it down
my throat.

Lastly, make sure you at least
have a facebook picture. To
quote the description on The
Facebook Rule Book group,
“This is not Question

Markbook.”

GROUPS

When pertaining to potential
groups to join, please dont be a
“facebook group whore.” You
will want to pick a good mixture
of groups that are humorous and
give insight to who you are, but
if it takes me five minutes to
scroll down your groups list, I
am going to be a little irritated.

In addition, don’t pick groups

that you have absolutely no right
joining.

For example, if you are a male
here at Eastern who has been
practicing Buddhism his entire
life, Catholic Girls Have More
Fun might not be the group for
you.

FRIENDS LIST

Ok, now it’s all right to have a
lot of friends, but I am bound to
get a little suspicious if you sup-
posedly have over 400 so-called
“friends.” Now, if lots of people
have a tendency to befriend you,
then it is only polite to confirm
them. On the other hand, you
shouldn’t go out of your way to
facebook the girl who sits three
rows behind you in geology who
glanced in your direction one
time.

Besides, I don't care how popu-
lar you think you are. There is no
way that you have over 300
friends that you talk to on a
semi-regular basis.

THE WALL

I know this aspect of your
facebook portfolio is hard to
actually control, but you still
need to do your best. You'll want
to make sure you have plenty of
posts of your friends telling the
world how “awesome” you are. If
no one has done this, I would
suggest picking one of your
friends and posting how “cool”
they are on their wall. Hopefully,
they in turn will do the same. If
not, you can always slip one of
your friends some money on the
condition they give you some
good posts. And maybe, if you
give them a little extra, theyll
even hit you with the “pretty
rose” or run into you with the
“sexy truck.”

CONCLUSION

Now you have been sufficient-
ly trained in the mystical art of
making your facebook profile a
bona fide force of nature, get out
there and start making some
friends!

DON’'T BE SAD

PLACE AN AD




Popular culture:

Be careful what you wish for

Icons representing the era
are gaining cult followings,
anything from movies to music
and the stars make them all

By CHRIS ESSIG | SENIOR VERGE REPORTER

“The Boondock Saints”. “Donnie Darko”. “Family
Guy”. Chuck Norris. Besides being loved by 75 per-
cent of the people reading this, there’s another thing
they have in common: they were never intended to
be loved by 75 percent of the people reading this.

This is the world of cult phenomena, which is,
movies, television shows, people or anything else that
seemingly is everywhere all of the sudden.

For instance, take Boondock Saints; it was not
released in theaters. Rumor has it that it was due to
director Troy Duffy’s mishandled relationships with
Miramax. Boondock Saints can be found among
plenty of movie collections here at Eastern.

“It’s a story of two Irish men going up against an
entire Russian mob in the name of the Lord,” said
Mitch Davis, a freshman computer information sys-
tems major. “Where else can you see that?”

The movie has plans for a sequel not too shab-
by for a movie that didn’t even make it to the
theaters.

Donnie Darko also experienced a sudden
jolt in popularity and, as a result, considered
the cult hit. When first brought to theaters, the
movie made only $0.7 million. Now it’s
almost impossible to find someone on campus
who hasn’t heard of it.

“It’s great because it keeps you guess-
ing,” said Paul Staneart, freshman
secondary education major.

“Even if you watch it four
times, you still dont know
what’s going to hap-

pen.”

These phenomena
don’t limit them-
selves to movies
either. One shining
example outside
the realm of the
big screen is
“Family Guy.”

Aired first after the

Super Bowl in 1999, the show never
reached its peak mostly because the
time slot it aired on changed.

The show was canceled in

2002.

CHINA 88
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Cartoon Network, realizing they had nothing to
lose, picked up the show just a year later. According
to a Cartoon Network press release, the show ranks
first in its time slot among adults between 18 and
24. The release also claimed that it beat out The Late
Show with David Letterman and The Tonight Show
with Jay Leno.

Then the first two seasons were released on DVD,
selling 2.2 million copies in the first year. It was put
back on the air by FOX last year.

“Really some of these don’t happen all of a sud-
den,” said Steve Scher, an associate professor of psy-
chology. “They get a certain coolness factor and peo-
ple start talking about them.”

“For instance, three kids tell their friends about it
and they tell their friends about it, it’s doubled
already,” said Scher. “Then they tell their friends...”

Scher described the gradual rise as a
snowball effect, a term easily applied to
the aforementioned titles.
Then there is the unexplainable:
Chuck Norris.

“He is so goofy and proper look-
ing but his roundhouse kick could
kill an entire army in seconds,”

said Aaron Towler, sophomore soci-
ology major.
Apparently funny,and
everybody agrees.
Here at Eastern it’s
noticeable because
everybody is in the
same age group,
similar back-
ground and
likes similar
things, Scher
said.
“All these
things are pop-
ular, maybe, because
they’re so random and ran-
dom is in,” Towler said.
Maybe then there is no real
definitive way to explain
their rise to popularity
and maybe that’s for
the best.

Grant View Apartments

4 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
VERY CLOSE TO CAMPUS - LOCATED ON THE CORNER OF 1ST & GRANT
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SUBLIME TRIBUTE...
NOT SO FILATTERING

BY CHRIS ESSIG | SENIOR VERGE REPORTER

When it comes to musical artists who have skyrocketed in
popularity after a death, the list is prac-
tically endless. Nirvana, Pantera,
Johnny Cash, Jimi Hendrix - the list
goes on and on. Not one of them,
however, can come dose to the

jump that Sublime made. * *
Over the past decade, Sublime out of

has become one of the biggest bands
in the world.

Its no surprise that modern-day
artists would cover such a band and
its no surprise that this CD isnt
even the first cover album devoted to Sublime.

“Love at all the Love we Have Found” was released last
June, “LBC Lounge” was released in October of 2001, and
that’s just the beginning. The difference between this particu-
lar one and the rest is most of the songs covered arent the
most famous Sublime songs.

This would have been a good thing if the renditions were
worth listening to but most of them aren’. It starts out bear-
able: “Badfish,” “Same in the End” and “Caress Me Down”
are redone in standard punk fashion. The problem is that
Sublime wasn standard punk and that’s what made them
who they were. After listening to these songs, one, if not
propetly educated on Sublime, will figure they didn really
change from song to song. This couldn’t be farther from the
truth.

I had never heard of Up Syndrome undl they covered
“Doin’ Time” but I don't think I want to hear any more. The
inability to capture Nowell’s vocals is really the album’s down-
fall but Up Syndrome’s attempt is laughable. To add insult to
injury, Guttermouth decided to cover “April 29, 1992,

“Forever Free: Sublime Tribute”

2.8.8.8.8.¢

which could have been the worst decision ever.

They make the song out to be a joke even though it’s about
a serious situation: the Los Angeles riots that took place just
one week before the song was written. The title was named
aftter the date it was written.

The Toasts cover of “Pawn Shop”
and Ozomolati’s “Ebin” are the albums
pinnacle. “Pawn Shop” is extended to
seven minutes and features a jam session
that would make Nowell proud - an
honor not found anywhere else in this
album.

Ozomolati makes no attempt to
sound like Sublime and instead gives us
a straightforward rap song. The
approach proves to be a good decision

compared to the rest of the album.

“Ball and Chain” is turned into straight ska by The Forces
of Evil which really isnt a bad thing but besides that, the rest
is punk. One good track is Lin€’s cover of the fast paced ver-
sion of “Pool Shark.” While they're no Sublime, at least they
steered clear of absolute failure and didn’t cover the slow, emo-
tional version that only Nowell could turn out.

The albums closer “Forever Free,” which was written by
Nowell’s cousin for his funeral, and performed by If All Else
Fails. Considering there is nothing to compare it to, its one of
the better tracks on the album.

Overall, this album is evidence that Sublime will always
remain a band that is extremely tough to cover. I can guaran-
tee that any true Sublime fan will turn the album off halfway
through to put on the originals. After listening, one will real-
ize, if they havent already, that Sublime is a band that should
only be covered at a show, experienced by only that band’s
fans; not something that should be recorded, packaged, and
sold. While Sublime will never die, this is a step in the wrong

direction.

PHOTO COURTESY OF GIGART.COM

Triad Pictures,
everyone snickers

BY CHRis ESSIG | SENIOR VERGE REPORTER

This is what the rest of the Internet should
be like.

It is going be hard to not take this review as
exaggerated. Hours of my life have been devot-
ed to triadpictures.com and I can honestly say
it wasn't wasted time. This site is a gem in what
otherwise is the black hole of the Internet. The
humor is spontaneous and clean-cut, the acting
is top-notch, and the rest — the directing, pro-
ducing, etc. — shows real

promise. “Triad Pictures”
www.triadpictures.com

Originally developed by

Eastern natives Nic and

sis is things are going tragically wrong in
Hollywood, people are being found dead every-
where one looks, and two detectives are
assigned to tackle the murderer(s) head on.
They narrow it down to three individuals and
the end is a twist viewers have to see for them-
selves.

There really is no predicting what one is
going to see at triadpictures.com.

The real cherry on top though are the two
installments of the team’s milk drinking com-
petitions. Yes, they and others try to get down
one full gallon of milk
in one hour with no
food or throwing up.
The first time is with

Nathan  Atkinson and 2. 8.8.8.8.¢ one percent and sec-
Andrew Cottingham back out of ond was chocolate.
in high school, triadpic- The chocolate gets a
tures.com is basically an 2. 8.2.8.8.¢ little violent - no one

archive of movies starring

and/or directed by the

above named geniuses. Most look like they
were assigned in one of their high school class-
es and if anybody remembers such videos they
probably are already pretty excited. Examples
include a video mocking the life of Al Capone,
one pertaining to World War II, and one on
Vietnam.

The rest of the selections are really a toss-up.
One, “Alone,” got Cottingham a scholarship to
Columbias school of film. Another, “The
Hollywood Khnife,” is a 45-minute mystery tale
featuring a trailer. All that one really has to do
is sit down, focus and watch. The basic synop-

makes it - but Kaleb

Carter, who also
attends Eastern, managed to get down a gallon
of one percent in 27 minutes. Don’t believe
me? The site has it all.

The best part though is the list of movies will
continue to grow as the team are always work-
ing on something. In the workings is “Red
Bull” and a third milk drinking contest. “Red
Bull” is being filmed over the summer and
third milk drinking contest will take place as
soon as they can get enough contestants togeth-
er at one time. Might be a while but the soon-
er, the better.

BY DYLAN LASLOVICH | MONTANA KAIMIN (U. MONTANA)

Hasidic Jewish reggae artist releases a live
album and nine months later it cracks the
Top 40 albums chart. Next thing we'll be told
is that he isn't a joke. He is ... isn't he? It
would be an exaggeration to say that the
release of Matisyahu’s “Live at Stubb’s,” a live
album recorded at a popular venue in Austin,
Texas, was welcomed with a lot of press and
high album sales. Nothing could be further
from the truth.

The album was ignored by just about
everyone and the 26-year-old Matisyahu
seemed destined to stay in the shadows of
dancehall artists such as Elephant Man, with
whom he has shared a stage.

So what happened?

To put it simply, “King Without a Crown”
did. Any avid MTV viewer will know
Matisyahu as the energized, lanky reggae
artist with such a smooth delivery it’s hard
not to take him as legitimate. And now that
he’s being played on MTV his record sales
have soared and he’s moving 20,000 discs a
week. With the increased sales, Matisyahu has
found himself with more fans. But with the
new fans he has discovered new problems.

Matisyahu can’t make physical contact with
females that are not in his family. This ended
his stage-diving during performances. He
can’t shake hands with his female fans and
said in a recent Rolling Stone interview that
i’s been hard because he doesn’t have time to

JEWISH REGGAE ARTIST TURNS
HEADS WITH 'LIVE AT STUBB'S’

explain himself, leaving some female fanatics
offended.

Matisyahu'’s lyrics and actions ooze love and
genuine respect that makes its way to his fans.
If you visit Matisyahu’s Web site, you will see
an entry telling ticket holders for a sold-out
show in Boston to be careful while traveling
in the snow. The entry goes on to say that if
someone doesn’t “feel safe traveling under the
current weather conditions” their tickets will
be refunded.

Most up-and-comers would be doing
everything to pack a house, while Matisyahu
is turning concertgoers away.

His album comes with video footage of the
concert at Stubb’s and is the real treat of the
release.

Reggae artists are often very energetic per-
formers when they play live.

But a recent trend has seen the closer
fusion of reggae artists and hip-hop. This has
led to more accessible styles than there were
in the past, but it seems to have stripped
some reggae artists of the energy.

Some of them now opt for the cool and
laid-back “so what?” demeanor that has flood-
ed hip-hop.

Because of this, we have been left with a
less-spirited crowd of dancehall and reggae
artists who struggle to excite their crowds.

But Matisyahu completely blows past every
other reggae artist out there right now.

His energy and banter between songs on the
album is welcoming because you can tell he
makes a genuine connection with everyone.



Unhealthy habits

Some students turn to food to suppress conflicting emotions, depression

By STACY SMITH | VERGE EDITOR

Orlando, a senior elementary education major, said she ate
there so much she started to get to know the employees names
and even received free meals.

“I could say every price on the menu, even after tax and I knew
every meal,” Orlando said.

Orlando had to lie to her family to hide her McDonald’s obses-
sion. People from school started giving her nicknames from eating
there so much.

She would even go to a different McDonald’s because she
was too embarrassed from eating there constantly.

“I never gained weight, I just became really lazy,” she said.
“I felt sick all the time and was tired and broke.”

Women are diagnosed and treated for compulsive eating more
often than men, according to Nutrition Educaton Coordinator
Jennifer Taber.

Although compulsive eating is more common in women, it can
affect anyone regardless of age, gender, social status or ethnicity,
Taber said.

It may be caused by depression, stress, boredom, the desire to
be thin, among other elements.

“Typically when a person over-eats the food they consume
is not the healthiest of choices, meaning they consume large
amounts of high fat, high calorie non-nutritional food,”
Taber said.

Related health problems include obesity, diabetes, high blood
pressure, high cholesterol, knee or joint problems and more.

Also, if a person is consuming large amounts of fatty foods
rather than healthier options, they are at risk for vitamin and
mineral deficiencies, Taber said.

Considering each person is different, diagnosis and treatment
may be difficult, she said.

“Eastern currently has a fairly comprehensive diagnosis and
treatment team for eating disorders,” Taber said.

“The counseling center works with several counselors and a
registered dietitian on campus to help those who suffer from
disordered eating habits, she said.

If students are interested in learning how to meet their nutrition-

al needs a nutritional analysis is available through the Health
Education Resource Center, Taber said.

“With this program, students can see if they're meeting their
caloric needs, how healthy their current diet is, identify strengths or

weaknesses, and work with the NEC toward any nutritional goals,”

she said.
An individual person’s caloric intake depends on their age, gen-
der, activity level, current health status and much more, she said.
Students should understand that the amount of calories they
consume daily should be from healthy foods instead of just meet-

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY ERIC HILTNER/ON THEVERGE

ing their calorie needs.

“Calories come in many forms ranging from nutrient dense
to those foods typically labeled unhealthy like candy, cakes and
fried foods,” Taber said. These unhealthy foods provide us with
calories and something that tastes good, but little of anything
else, she added.

“So remember, when choosing your calorie sources make the
most of each and trade in your chocolate cake for a healthy slice of
fruit or a serving of vegetables,” Taber said.

CHARITABLE FUNDRAISER

SATURDAY, 25 FEBRUARY 2006
DOORS OPEN 12:00 pm
GAMES START 1:00 pm SHARP

AT ROC’S BLACKFRONT
410 SIXTH STREET, CHARLESTON

FOX RIDGE FOUNDATION

NO-LIMIT TEXAS HOLD-EM

TOP 5 SPOTS WIN MONEY

$25 CASH buy-in with unlimited optional $25 re-
buys during the first six rounds (three hours)

Tournament limited to 72 players

Players must be at least 21 years old to enter

ID wiall be checked at the time of

registration
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Lincoln Log Gabin, located in Lerna, provides visitors with a chance to experience life in 1845 central lllinois. The site was the home of Abraham Lincoln’s

father and stepmother, Sarah Bush.

Not your little brother's
Lincoln Log Cabin

Historic site gives visitors the chance to take a step back in time

By JEss KINSELLA | VERGE REPORTER

They sat behind the front desk in their matching “Lincoln Log Cabin” sweat-
shirts.

Betty wore deep purple set off by a white turtleneck and Tom wore navy blue.

Betty and Tom Elliot have volunteered at Lincoln Log Cabin State Historic
site in Lerna for 10 years.

Thomas Lincoln, Abraham Lincoln’s father, was a traditional farmer who
moved to the Lerna farm in 1845.

It is a historic site that paints a picture of what life was like in the 1840s, said
Matthew Mittelstaedt, director of the visitor center.

Over the years, the Elliot’s have talked to people from about 32 different coun-
tries and all 50 states in the Union.

The Elliot’s began volunteering after they retired in 1999 because they wanted
to continue to do something.

“We like history. We like Lincoln, and we like people,” Tom said.

The visitor center, where the Elliot’s work behind a light-blue counter, has a
guest book for those who pass through and was opened to the public in 2002.

Visitor’s can first watch a 15-minute video to familiarize themselves with the
farm and how the live reenactments were created.

During the summer season, 12 volunteers dress in authentic 1840’ clothing,
cook with 1840’s utensils and farm as Thomas Lincoln did over 160 years ago,
Mittelstaedt said.

Abraham Lincoln never lived in this two room, central-chimney house, but
came to visit while working in the Eighth Judicial Circuit which brought him to
Charleston in May and October each year, Betty said.

Lincoln was very close with his stepmother, Sarah Bush, and visited her one
mile up the road at the Rueben Moore Home, another historical site, before
heading to Washington D.C. to become president, Tom said.

Tom recalls two college boys on their way from the East Coast to California
who stopped by the site and were enthralled, he said.

More than 76,000 people came through the site last year, Mittelstaedt said.

Thirteen miles from Interstate 57, Lincoln Log Cabin provides an accurate

reproduction of what once housed as many as 17 people by the summer of 1845.

In the spring, the cabin invites 5th graders from up to four counties across the area
to dress up in 1840’ attire, cook and chop wood, Tom said.

“Some even pick up manure,” Betty laughed. “I bet their parents could never
get them to do that at home!”

The Elliot’s eyes light up when they talk about the people that have passed
through the site over the years.

Although there is a steady flow in the summer season, some people in
Charleston don’t even know what is right in their own backyard,” Tom said.

The Elliot’s have knowledge of Lincoln just from volunteering in the visitor
center where people will often ask them questions about Lincoln assuming they
are experts on the subject.

“I remember the first day we worked here,” Betty recalls, “Someone came and
asked us what (Abraham) Lincoln’s grandfather’s name was.”(Betty put her hand
over her mouth and laughed because they didn’t know the answer.)

“And you want to guess what it was?” Tom asked. “Abraham!” (The Elliot’s
smiled and burst into laughter.)

Lincoln is not just an important figure to us Americans, but he is an interna-
tional figure as well, Mittelstaedt said.

“What amazes me is how Lincoln came from nothing and ended up being
president of the U.S,” Tom said.

Eastern students have also been involved in the Lincoln visitor center, Betty
said.

For the past four years running, graduate students form the historical adminis-
tration program have fabricated and designed exhibits in the center, said Nora
Small, coordinator of the historical administration program.

The current exhibit was designed by the class of ‘03-04, she said.

Lincoln’s farm also offers various events throughout the year including Harvest
Frolic, where visitors can sample kettle corn while listening to music, Tom said.

Tom joked, “It’s not like that hip-hop. I¢’s traditional-period music.”

Before walking out onto the 86-acre site, the Elliot’s sit behind their desk and
encourage visitors to come back again and enjoy the living history of the Lincoln

Log Cabin.
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