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By Adam Tumino
Editor-in-Chief | @adam_tumino

The Eastern men’s soccer team
took the field Thursday for the
first time in 12 days to play sec-
ond-place Omaha on the road.

The Panthers lost 2-0, falling to
0-5-2 on the season and 0-4-2 in
Summit League play. They are the
only team in the conference with-
out a win this season.

The Mavericks improved to
5-1 overall and 4-1 in conference
competition. They have won their
last four matches.

Neither team found the back
of the net in the first half, with
Eastern attempting five shots and
Omaha getting off seven.

The Mavericks were not held
scoreless for long in the second
half, though, as they scored in
the 48th minute to jump ahead.
Freshman forward Kenji Mboma
Dem got the goal, the first of his
career, with an assist from senior
midfielder Nil Ayats.

The match would be quiet for
the next half hour or so before
Omabha struck again in the 79th
minute on a goal from sophomore
midfielder Tevin Rochester, his
first of the season. He was assisted
by junior midfielder Ed Port.

Omaha controlled the second
half overall, outshooting Eastern
13-6 in the half.

For the game, Omaha had 20
shots, nine of which were on goal.

Eastern shot the ball 11 times
and got it on goal three times.

For the Panthers, redshirt-ju-
nior goalkeeper Jonathan Burke
recorded 7 saves, increasing his
conference-leading total to 52 this
season. He also leads the Summit
League with an average of 7.43
saves per game.

Offensively, Eastern was led by
senior forwards Shady Omar and
Davi Girardi with 3 shots each.
The Panthers’ shots on goal were
recorded by redshirt-junior for-
ward Reed Axthelm, redshirt-ju-
nior midfielder Cameron Behm
and junior midfielder Chad Ham-
ler.

The Panthers now have just
four matches remaining this sea-
son. They will play Omaha on the
road once again Saturday at noon.

They will then close out the
season with three-straight home
matches, hosting Denver April 1
and 3 and Western Illinois April
10 at Lakeside Field.

Adam Tumino can be reached at 581-
2812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu.

* ADAM TUMINO | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Eastern forward Chad Hamler (second from left) battles with a Kansas City player in a match March 6 at Lakeside
Field. Hamler had 3 shots in the match, which ended in a 2-2 tie.

Football team to play 2nd home game Sunday

By Adam Tumino
Editor-in-Chief | @adam_tumino

Following a last-second loss to Ten-
nessee State last weekend, the Eastern

football team will be at home for its

second home game this season.

The Panthers will host Tennessee
Tech Sunday at 1 p.m. as they search
for their first win of the season after
an 0-3 start, |

Tennessee Tech has lost its last two
games after beating Austin Peay Feb.
21,

The Golden Eagles currently rank
fifth in the OVC in both offense and
defense. They are scoring 22.7 points
per game and surrendering 28.

Sophomore quarterback Willie
Miller has striggled with his pass-
ing so far this season. He is 28-0f-49
passing for 334 yards, but has just 1
touchdown and a conference-high 6
interceptions this season.

He has had bertter luck scoring
with his legs so far, averaging 40 rush-
ing yards per game and scoring two
touchdowns.

The defensive leader for the Gold-
en Eagles to this point has been junior
linebacker Seth Carlisle.

He finished second on the team in
tackles last season with 88, and leads
the team this season with 24 total
tackles so far this season.

ADAM TUMINO | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Eastern defenders (from left) Michael Young Jr., Kaelin Drakeford and Jason Johnson swarm toward a Southeast
Missouri ballcarrier in a game Feb. 28. Eastern lost the game 47-7.

As a team, the Golden Eagles are
tied for fourth in the OVC with 3 in-
terceptions.

Eastern ranks last in the OVC in
offense and defense so far this season,
averaging 14 points per game while
allowing 32.

They have increased their point to-
tals each game, scoring 7 points in the

opener, 15 the following week and 20 .

against Tennessee State last weekend.
In that game, true freshman quar-

terback Otto Kuhns got the start, the

first true freshman to start at quarter-

back for Eastern since Jimmy Garop-
polo in 2010.
Sophomore running back Jaelin

Benefield had a career-high 120 rush-
ing yards against the Tigers, and is

" now tied for seventh in the conference

in rushing yards with 166.

Sophomore wide receiver Matt
Judd leads the team with 300 all-pur-
pose yards this season, which ranks
fourth in the conference.

He has collected 210 of those yards
on kick returns, the most in the OVC,

Defensively, the Panthers rank
third in the conference in run defense,
allowing 104.7 yards per game on the
ground.

The Eastern defense is led by soph-
omore linebacker Jason Johnson. He
ranks second in the OVC this season
with 29 total tackles.

Freshman defensive end Miles Jor-
dan leads the team with 4.5 tackles for
loss, which is tied for the fourth-most
in the OVC.

Adam Tumino can be reached at 581-
2812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu.
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dT'S. WARILER
"TIME!

A limlted number of ueorbooks clre available for
free to graduates in undergraduate programs,
so make sure you reserve your copy of
ElU's award-winning yearbook,

"The Warbler,” TODAY!

iIf you dre‘gra_diuaﬁng,'dnd want to be
guaranteed a yearbook, you must order one!

YEARBOOKS ARE $20.
} ~ TO ORDER, VISIT: :
ht__,ps.llcommerce.cqshnet,comleiuspub




