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Feb. 21, 2014

The Daily Eastern News' weekly arts and entertainment section

Wearing pink boxing gloves and 

a pink robe, Shringalah Webb loud-

ly proclaims that the desired things 

in life won’t come without a fight. 

“We all get knocked down…,” 

the sophomore communication dis-

orders and sciences major recites 

during one of several practices for 

the 43rd annual Miss Black EIU 

Scholarship Pageant.

As she rehearses her creative 

piece, Webb expresses the value of 

determination.

“We have to clench our fists 

tightly, yes, but with our eyes wide 

open,” she states. “With a wide 

stance and focused mind, we have 

to be willing to go after what we 

want—we have to be willing to 

fight.”
But that is not the only empow-

ering message to be heard.

All 10 contestants will offer 

words and symbols of inspiration 

through skits, poems, dances, songs 

and demonstrations that align 

with this year’s theme, “A Woman’s 

Worth.”
Contestants are to portray the 

theme through the four categories 

for which they will be judged: cre-

ative expression, talent, African gar-

ment and impromptu question and 

answer.
The women will compete for a 

$1,500 scholarship and the title of 

Miss Black EIU at 6 p.m. Satur-

day in the Grand Ballroom of the 

Martin Luther King Jr. University 

Union. Doors open at 5 p.m. and 

tickets will be available for $10.

Kamaria Patterson, a junior 

health administration major, will 

act out a scene where she is a doc-

tor attempting to save a patient 

who is suicidal from being bullied.

She said she wanted to help oth-

ers realize the significance of self-

love because of the struggles she has 

been through herself.

“Personally, I have made great 

strides to have my own self-love, 

and being someone who a long 

time ago considered being suicidal, 

I feel like that’s something that I re-

ally wanted to reiterate in my piec-

es,” Patterson said.

Mariah Ayeia, a junior psychol-

ogy major, will portray a similar 

message with her creative piece.

She said she would convince the 

audience to look within for love 

and acceptance.

“I just know a lot of people that 

look to other people for love in-

stead of searching within them-

selves to basically accept they self 

for all that they are,” Ayeia said.

Some contestants had to search 

for their own self-assurance before 

the pageant was even an option.

Jalyssa Woodall, a junior graph-

ic design major, said she wanted to 

participate when she first saw fliers 

for the event, but she did not ini-

tially consider herself to be a “pag-

eant type of girl.”

It wasn’t until the current Miss 

Black EIU encouraged her to try 

out that she found the nerve to at-

tend an informational meeting. 

“I’m telling you I came up with 

every excuse in the book, like I got 

to work, my studies are kind of 

heavy, and so on,” she said. 

That little bit of inspiration was 

all it took, Woodall said.

Kristen Lewis, a junior journal-

ism major, said she contemplated 

quitting at times, but considering 

the pageant’s title, she decided to 

search for her worth and push for-

ward.
She said she hopes the experi-

ence will help her inspire children 

in the future.

“I’m thinking it’s like a step-

ping stone for me to actually tell 

them that they can do it,” she said. 

“I wouldn’t be a great teacher if I 

didn’t go through something my-

self.”
For sophomore marketing major 

Myesha Harris, the most difficult 

part of preparing was telling herself 

to really believe the words she was 

saying.
Despite the challenge, Harris 

said everything worked out for the 

best because she learned a lot about 

herself, and she hopes the audience 

will learn something too.

“I think it is so empowering, es-

pecially like say if someone had 

self-esteem issues, just coming here 

and being around these girls builds 

you up,” Harris said. “It really make 

you want to go out and have fun, 

be social, dress up—it makes you 

feel better about yourself.”

The significance of Miss Black 

EIU extends beyond just a confi-

dence boost for the participants, 

though.
For senior health studies major 

Shanika Blatcher, it represents uni-

ty for the black community.

“We as a black community, 

we’re all kind of segregated, and 

it’s important for us all to come 

together and be as one,” Blatcher 

said.
Alexis Lambert, a junior psy-

chology major, said the pageant still 

has meaning for the black commu-

nity after 43 years. 

“It’s very important because 

it stems from a time where Afri-

can Americans on this campus re-

ally didn’t have a lot of significant 

events or significant organizations,” 

Lambert said. “And I think that still 

holds a lot of weight.”

Stephanie Markham 

can be reached at 581-2812

or DENverge@gmail.com.

AmANDA WilkiNsoN | ThE DAily EAsTErN NEWs  

Alexis lambert, a junior psychology major, performs her creative expression piece about disabilities during miss Black EiU rehearsal monday in the 

Grand Ballroom of the martin luther king Jr. University Union. The miss Black EiU pageant begins at 6 p.m. saturday in the Grand Ballroom with the 

doors opening at 5 p.m. Tickets can be purchased at the door for $10. 

By Stephanie MarkhaM 

Verge editor

Miss Black EIU to showcase talents

'Robocop' Movie Review
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Student aRtiSt pRofile
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ON THE VERGE 
Check out a preview of the Miss 
Black EIU pageant in this week’s 
entertainment section with The 
Verge. Page 1B

PANTHERS ‘MANN’HANDLED

WWW.DAILYEASTERNNEWS.COM

Dion McNeal | Daily Eastern Ne ws
Eastern students were warned by a tornado and  flood watch Thursday when the warm weather took a turn for the worse. Though students 
were advised to stay inside, three students decided to run bare-chested in the rain.

Recent flooding can be harmful or helpful 
By Jarad Jarmon
Associate News Editor |@JJarmonReporter

The sporadic ponds popping up through-
out Eastern’s campus and Charleston in 
general are only a small scope of the effects 
of the rapidly melting snow and the rainfall. 

Flooding has been prevalent in the past 
two days, but whether it is harmful or help-
ful depends on who is asked. 

James Riley, a geography professor said 
with more urban sewage systems in Charles-
ton and frozen soil, much of the snow melt 
and rainfall have not been able to soak into 
the ground leading to runoff throughout 
the area, leaving Charleston under a flash 
flood warning throughout Thursday. 

Cameron Craig, Eastern’s climatologist 
and a geography professor, said while the 
raised temperatures have thawed roughly 
1 inch of soil, 9 inches are still frozen and 
could stay that way throughout much of 
early spring. He said with much of the soil 
frozen, the water has no place to go because 
much of it cannot soak into the ground.

The water will run off into local streams 
presenting a risk for flash floods.  

Thi s  can  be  dangerous  for  much o f 
Charleston and surrounding areas especially 
with the .46 inches of rainfall.  

While  this  could cause problems for 
those in the cities, the massive amounts of 
precipitation are beneficial to the agricul-
ture. Chris Laingen, a geography professor, 
said the area has seen drought for the past 
few years and this precipitation is only ben-
efiting the very dry soil. 

FLOODING, page 5 

photo by Dion McNeal | the Daily Eastern Ne ws
Reporting by jar ad jarmon | the daily eastern ne ws

Jasmine Stults, a sophomore family and consumer sciences major, assists Taylor Hall 
residents, explaining that residents are to be directed to the basement if a tornado 
occurs. She said the first day during her freshman year Taylor Hall residents had to 
evacuate to the basement due to weather issues. Cameron Craig, Eastern’s clima-
tologist and a geography professor, said winds reached 40-50 mph and .46 inches 
of rain fell during the storm Thursday evening.  While a tornado did not touch down 
in Charleston, storms were still prevalent, causing flash flood warnings in the area. 
The temperatures are expected to drop again during the weekend with very little 
snowfall. Craig said the Jetstream is still very active causing drastic “ups and downs” 
in the weather. If this stays on the same course, Charleston can expect much more 
severe weather. 

By Jarad Jarmon
Associate News Editor | @JJarmonReporter

The University Board and the Student 
Recreational Center proposed their request-
ed 2015 fiscal year budgets to the Appor-
tionment Board Thursday. 

UB Chairwoman Kara Butorac announced 
they were requesting $204,121. This is 
$4,530 more than what was allocated to UB 
in the 2014 fiscal year, which was $199,591.

While they were able to cut back in some 
areas, UB ultimately is wanting more expen-
sive guests and acts to add to the scheduled 
events planned throughout the year.

Melanie Kaderabek, the ideas and issues 
coordinator for the UB, said she is hoping 
for another $9,450 equaling out to $21,200 
to afford to bring Nev Schulman, the host of  
“Catfish,” a TV show about exposing wheth-
er the people who are online dating are hon-
est in their profile of who they are and what 
they look like. It would cost $20,000 to have 
him come and speak. 

He would speak on cyber bullying during 
cyber bullying awareness month. 

Bringing better-known speakers to campus 
to present is a new goal of Kaderabek’s to at-
tract more than 20 students, which was the 
case in past years. Maci Bookout, a celebri-
ty on “Teen Mom,” a reality TV show about 
living life as a teenager with a child, came to 
campus last semester attracting 600 students. 

She said she expects around 1,000 stu-
dents to attend the Nev Schulman guest 
speech. She added they would receive rough-
ly $6,200, which would then be used for 

more events in the fall and spring. 
“We all know that enrollment is kind of 

low right now at the university, but if stu-
dents hear ‘Hey, they are bringing celebri-
ties here twice a year and I can actually meet 
them after the presentation,’ how cool is 
that,” Kaderabek. 

If approved, he will come to speak in Oc-
tober. 

Butorac said the UB tried to cut costs by 
spending less on National Association for 
Campus Activities. They would save $4,197 
from the general budget. They would also be 
spending less on comedic acts, focusing on 
student acts. This would save $1,000. 

Rec Program Director Sarah Daugherty 
announced the Student Recreation Cen-
ter is requesting the same amount allocated 
last year, which is $211,000. This will pay 
for the six graduate assistants who Daugh-
erty said basically run a lot of workings in 
the Rec. 

It will also pay for the $7,000 mainte-
nance contract to fix all of the broken equip-
ment. It would also pay for the student pay-
roll. 

Apportionment Board will be meeting 
again at 7 p.m. Thursday in the Arcola-Tus-
cola Room in the Martin Luther King Jr. 
University Union to review each of the four 
budgets, including the Rec, student govern-
ment, the UB, and the AB budgets proposed 
to them. 

Jarad Jarmon can be 
reached at 581-2812 or

 jsjarmon@eiu.edu.

Apportionment Board hears 
proposed FY2015 budgets 

Eastern’s men’s basketball team falls to 
Ohio Valley Conference’s top team on 
the road. Page 8

Residence halls prepare 
during tornado warning



By Michael Spencer
City Editor | @tmskeeper

Candidates in the state represen-
tative race for the 110th district op-
pose current measures to reform the 
pension plan that Gov. Pat Quinn 
signed into law in December.

Darrell Cox, Kevin Garner and 
Reggie Phillips will be on the ballot 
for the Republican primary in the 
March 18 election.  They all agree 
the current path for pension reform 
is not the correct choice, though 
they disagree about which course 
would be best for the General As-
sembly.

Gardner, a service manager at 
Charleston’s LD Mechanical and 
long time resident of the district, 
said politicians in Springfield are 
not making good on their promise.

“They absolutely have not held 
up their end of the bargain,” Garner 
said, adding that the failure of the 
assembly to fund the pension pro-
gram might be indicative of the in-
tegrity of the legislature as a whole.

Cox, the outgoing Coles Coun-

ty Sheriff, said all current employ-
ees should get the pension guaran-
teed in their contracts but employ-
ees hired in the future should expect 
changes.

“The guy who gets hired on to-
morrow, I think everything needs to 
be on the table,” Cox said.  Addi-
tionally, he said any wasteful spend-
ing in the pension fund should be 
eliminated.

Phillips, a local business own-
er and Eastern alumnus, said pen-
sion reform should force the state 
to keep its promise to its employees.  
However, it is important to Phillips 
that legislators not miss the forest 
for the trees.

“I think it’s crazy to attack the 
pension before you attack all the 
fraud and all the misspending in Il-
linois,” Phillips said.

Each of the candidates said that 
in order to bring fidelity back to 
Springfield, it is time to do away 
with career politicians.

“We need another career politi-
cian in Springfield like we need to 
be shot in the head,” Phillips said.

Garner said one way to do a way 
with that problem is to implement 
term-limits.

“I signed the petition for term 
limits months ago and I’ve stood for 
term limits as well,” Garner said.

Limits should not stop there for 
Cox, who said politicians that are 
not in the legislature should have 
their terms limited, too.

“By just allowing term limits on 
legislators, we allow lobbyists to 
have more control because we have 
more junior congressmen in office,” 
Cox said.

Transparency is the most impor-
tant part of bringing fiscal fideli-
ty back to pensions, Phillips said.  
Without that, Phillips added, the 
taxpayers will be wasting their mon-
ey.

“I want accountability,” Phil-
lips said.  “I want heads to roll.  We 
can’t continue to pay these guys.”

Michael Spencer can be 
reached at 581-2812 or 

 tmspencer2@eiu.edu.

In Thursday’s issue of The Dai-
ly Eastern News, Lauren Price was 
misunderstood. Her quote should 
have read, “play it by ear.”  We 
also want to clarify the Student 
Action Team vice-chairman posi-
tion had no duties before the by-
law change. 

The News regrets the error.

Clarific ation

Gina Volk | Daily Eastern Ne ws
Emily Whitmore, a student at Simmons College, answers questions about library science Thursday in Coleman Hall during her session "Are Libraries in 
Your Future?" Whitmore graduated from Eastern with a master's degree in English, and she visited to discuss library archives, graduate programs and 
internships in library sciences.

A glimpse into the future

GOP candidates oppose pension reform
Reggie Phillips, 
local business 
owner

Darrelll Cox, 
Coles County 
Sheriff

Kevin Garner, 
service 
manager at 
Charleston's 
LD Mechanical 

Partly Cloudy
High: 45°
 Low: 29°

Partly Coudy
High: 39°
Low: 20°

Today Saturday
Local weather

For more weather visit castle.eiu.edu/weather.
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YOUNGSTOWN APARTMENTS 
youngstownapts@consolidated.net   

217-345-2363 
916 Woodlawn Dr. (south of 9th st.)  

FEATURED UNIT-3bedroom/2 full bath apt 
ALL INCLUSIVE/INDIVIDUAL LEASES! 

$435/person FULLY FURNISHED! 

910 square feet! 

Washer and Dryer in unit! 

Large balconies w/views of the Woods! 

Free Trash and Parking! 

Close to campus! 

Use Financial Aid to pay your rent! 

CALL FOR YOUR PERSONAL SHOWING! 

$100.00
/person 

Off 
Deposit! 

THE VEHICLE
EASTERN’S LITERARY 

MAGAZINE
SUBMIT 
YOUR   
CREATIVE:

PROSE POETRY
ARTWORK

Submit to:
thevehiclemagazine.com

EIU PRAYS
24/7 Prayer Vigil
February 19-26
Prayer Chapel at the
Wesley Foundation
2202 4th Street
(across from Lawson Hall)

       Find out more at 

eiuprays.org

Get the DEN sent straight to your email! 
Sign up today at DENnews.com

By Jack Cruikshank
Administration Editor | @JackCruik

The  Counc i l  on  Unive r s i t y 
Planning and Budget will contin-
ue discussions regarding the on-
going $7 million in cuts at 2 p.m. 
Friday in Booth Library.

The counci l  wi l l  divide into 

subcommittees  for  an hour  in 
Booth Library.

After  an hour of  meet ing in 
subcommittees, the group will re-
convene and call an official meet-
ing to order with the purpose of 
d i scuss ing the  subcommittee’s 
ideas up to that point.

Af ter  hear ing  a  repor t  f rom 

each of the groups,  the col lec-
tive group of councilmembers will 
discuss the program analyses as a 
whole.

The subcommittee for student 
affairs will meet in room 3202, 
a cademic  a f f a i r s  w i l l  mee t  in 
room 4515, and the final group, 
which includes business affairs, 

the president’s area, and univer-
sity advancement,  wil l  meet in 
room 4456 – all in Booth Library. 

This will be the first meeting 
for Jonathan Blitz,  a chemistry 
professor, to act as a part of the 
council.

B l i t z  wa s  appo in t ed  to  the 
council on Feb. 11 by the Faculty 

Senate, where he beat out Steven 
Daniels, the chair of the physics 
department and Andrew McNitt, 
a political science professor.

Jack Cruikshank can be 
reached  at 581-2812 

or jdcruikshank@eiu.edu.

CUPB to continue budget cut meetings

Bob Galuski
Managing Editor | @BobGaluski

David Mitchell never intended to 
come to Eastern. In fact, he likes to 
tell everyone he came to the univer-
sity by accident. 

After a track scholarship to Lew-
is University in Romeoville, Ill., dis-
appeared after an injury his senior in 
high school, Mitchell found his way 
to Eastern. 

“I kind of just ended up here,” he 
said, smiling. 

Mitchell, a senior in the Alpha 
Phi Alpha fraternity, just received 
the Brother of the Year Award, an-
nouncing his great standing as a fra-
ternity member. The award is sought 
after various chapters throughout 
the state of Illinois, including chap-
ters from Southern Illinois Univer-
sity – Carbondale, Southern Illinois 
University – Edwardsville, Universi-
ty of Illinois, DePaul University and 
Northwestern Illinois University. 

But it was his accidental happen-
ing onto Eastern that has propelled 
him into the man he wants to be. 

Raised without a father, Mitch-
ell had to learn things on his own 
– something he said helped devel-
op him. 

“I used the opportunity to grow, to 
teach myself things I wouldn’t learn at 
home,” he said. “I didn’t have a father 
so I wanted to develop into a man by 
myself. So I feel like I did that by get-
ting involved.”

Brother of the Year notwith-
standing, Mitchell has found nu-
merous ways to keep staying in-
volved. One aspect that brings a 
prideful smile to his face are the 
mentorship programs he works 
with.

One area  he fee l s  par t icular 
pride in is his work with the Gate-
way Program through the Office of 
Minority Affairs at Eastern, where 
he helps tutor every Tuesday and 

Thursday. 
After losing his scholarship to 

Lewis University, Mitchell came 
into Eastern through the Gateway 
Program. 

“I want to give back,” he said. “I 
want to help others succeed.”

Along with the study tables, 
Mitchell also helps tutor math stu-
dents who are struggling academ-
ically. 

Despite having to log service 
hours for his fraternity, Mitchell 
said his work as a mentor is sep-
arate from his duties in the frater-
nity. 

Among other positions he’s held 
during his tenure at Eastern, pres-
ident of the Black Student Union, 
second runner up for this year’s Es-
sence of a Man pageant and the 
public relations chair for Alpha 
Phi Alpha rank among his highest 
achievements. 

But now, Brother of the Year 
takes the highest place – especial-
ly what it cost to get there. 

“I was shocked when I got it,” 
he said. “I wasn’t expecting it.”

The reasons for the low expecta-
tions stemmed from believing oth-
ers in the state had higher GPAs 
and were more competitive in their 
majors. However, this win now 
puts him as the second student 
from Eastern to win the award. 

He will be going into the re-
gional competition, going against 
universities within the region out-
side of Illinois. This is an award no 
one from Eastern has yet grabbed.

While those in his circle of fami-
ly and friends supported him when 
he was competing, he said they too 
shared the same hesitations. 

“I live to prove people wrong, 
but at the same time, when no one 
believes in you, it’s hard to believe 
in yourself,” Mitchell said. 

However, regionals are the fur-
thest thing from his mind, as he 

works toward graduating in the 
spr ing.  With hopes  of  being a 
screenwriter one day, he works 
with the alternative TV club and 
works with the production com-
pany. 

He continues his love for ser-
vice, and is always propelled by a 
quote by Mahatma Gandhi that 
has become his mantra. 

“It’s a quote I live by,” he said. 
“‘The best way to find yourself is 

to lose yourself in the service of 
others.’”

Bob Galuski can be 
reached at 581-2812 

or dennewsdesk@gmail.com.

Dion McNeal | Daily Eastern Ne ws
David Mitchell, a senior communication studies major, is the latest recipient of the “brother of the year award.” He 
said he enjoys working as a mentor outside of the Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity. 

Senior ‘loses himself in service’ for community



I love everything about Snapchat. 
It provides so much entertainment, and I 

don’t even have to send more than four snaps 
a day. The reason being is that I could literal-
ly sit in a room full of woman, and watch the 
duck face turn up, or the eyebrows raised at 
max capacity. 

When you thought that girls couldn’t think 
of a new face, they will surprise you with 
something even more ridiculous.

The problem with Snapchat during the 
recent years is that it has been used as a prima-
ry source of sexting. 

Didn’t know that was a thing? 
You can send a dirty picture and have it 

deleted after 10 seconds, and not worry about 
anything being leaked. How much better 
could it get? 

Let’s just go in order. That’s absolutely 
wrong. That’s sarcasm. Who is honestly that 
desperate? 

In case anyone didn’t know, pictures have 
actually been reported to being saved when 
sent through Snapchat. 

In an article posted on Feb. 10 by Sara 
Harris and James Slack for Mail Online, pic-
tures of naked teenage girls were sold online 

to pedophiles with the children complete-
ly unaware that their images circulated around 
the Internet. 

The criminals were able to “harvest” images 
originally shared privately on Snapchat and sell 
them to the pedophiles. 

We are in a day and age where technology 
is an asset that we must have in our daily lives. 
Snapchat was designed for fun, but once again, 
there was a loophole found to ruin a good 
thing. Snapchat does not have any parental 
restrictions, so kids are able to get around it. 

What makes it worse is that there are kids 
who have no problems with this. 

 A report by Colleen Henry, just four days 
ago on WISN.com, was filled with quotes on 
freshman girls who have no problem with sex-

ting. “For me, sexting, it’s not even taboo any 
more,” said freshman Amanda Storck.

As a future teacher, I have been warned to 
keep an open mind. 

There are some of you reading this that 
probably once believed that kids sending 
naked pictures was a false reality. 

When I am in practicum around some of 
the nicest kids you could meet, I find it hard 
to believe, too. 

There is no hiding under the sheets any-
more. This sort of thing happens, and it’s one 
more issue that parents have to worry about. 

Henry brought up a great point. These girls 
are considered children. This is an act of child 
pornography, so what penalties do we impose 
on these children?

Who would have thought we would have to 
ask ourselves these questions?

Ladies and gentlemen, just stick to gym 
selfies and homemade meals. They are way 
more entertaining. 

And legal.

Kyle Daubs is a special education major. 
He can be reached at 581-2812 

or DENopinions@gmail.com.
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   rite a letter to the editor

You have something to say. Knowing 
this, The Daily Eastern News provides 

a place for you to say it every day.

W

Letters to the editor can be submitted at any 
time on any topic to the Opinions Editor to be 
published in The Daily Eastern News. The DEN’s 
policy is to run all letters that are not libelous or 
potentially harmful. Letters to the editor can be 
brought in with identification to The DEN or sent 
to DENopinions@gmail.com.

Snapchat turned sexting, why?

Make the 
most of 
what’s left

Kyle Daubs

Maybe it’s this weather that’s fooling us, but 
in case you haven’t checked, the semester is 
nearly halfway over, and spring break is just a 
few weeks away. Don’t believe us? Check your 
calendar. It seems like just last week we were 
moving back to Charleston, getting our text-
books and filling out our schedule for another 
new year. It’s hard to believe the semester has 
gone by this fast, but it’s happening, and it’s 
happening now.

Now isn’t the time to curl up in a ball and 
cry. You’ve got all of spring break to do that, 
and there’s a lot you can be doing right this 
second to make the rest of your semester just a 
little more bearable.

Take a look at your classes and see what 
your standing is. Check your grades, find out 
how you’re doing, and figure out which class-
es you need to direct more attention. From 
there, you can adjust your current schedule to 
fit your new needs. You could be adding an ex-
tra study session on Thursdays instead of that 
fourth night at the bar, or not wasting your 
night away power-watching your way through 
another season of  TV on Netflix.

There’s always room for improvement, so 
don’t get too stressed out if your grades aren’t 
exactly where you’d like them to be right now. 
You’ve still got some time. We didn’t mean to 
scare you, but your best bet is to start now, 
rather than later, because eventually “later” will 
turn into “too late.”

It doesn’t just have to be schoolwork that 
you can make improvements to either. Just be-
cause you gave up on your New Year’s reso-
lution by the second week of January, doesn’t 
mean you can’t hit up the rec center. There’s 
never a bad time to start a new workout plan 
or implement a new diet. Sure, starting today 
on that spring break beach bod probably won’t 
get you that six pack of abs you had hoped for, 
but it’s still a start.

If you’re stuck in a rut, you’ve still got half a 
semester to turn it around. Try meeting some 
new people. Try finding a new interest or hob-
by. Don’t let the endless winter weather get 
you down. Hopefully spring break will actu-
ally feel like spring break, wherever you decide 
to spend it. Come back from spring break not 
necessarily as a new person, but just as a better 
person. The thing is, though, you don’t have to 
wait until after spring break to start. You can 
start right here, right now.

If ever there was a time to be accepting of 
others and their diversity, it should be now. 
Right? Well, maybe it is. 

Ellen Page, the actress from the film“Juno,” 
came out as gay on Friday, announcing her 
personal life to the entire world. In a firestorm 
of support, everybody from the regular Joe, 
who had a celebrity crush on her to her celeb-
rity friends, sent out messages of support. 

It was overwhelming amount of support. 
In fact, rather than facing criticism for being 
gay, the negativity focused on whether or not 
it was still considered “brave” for celebrities to 
come out. 

While the support sends a great message 
about coming out to other individuals, we 
should also look at other people who have 
recently stepped out and what they have faced. 

Michael Sam, a potential NFL player, 
recently came out as gay. While it spurred a 
similar firestorm, it was also plagued by out-
cry, outrage and out-bashing from critics. 

The Westboro Baptist Church is one of the 
more current groups outspoken against Sam’s 
reveal. 

Sam, currently still at the University of 
Missouri, found himself the target of anoth-
er one of the group’s now-infamous pro-

tests. Luckily, a barricade of Mizzou students 
blocked the protest from the defensive end, 
showing their support. 

The point does not rest in whether or not 
Sam received the same kind of support Page 
did after coming out – it rests on the oppos-
ing side. 

While Page received nothing but good 
thoughts, Sam has had to deal with everything 
from the Westboro Baptist Church to critics 
slamming him in editorials and blogs. 

The realms of the Hollywood world and the 
professional sport world are so different. May-
be, that reaction is unsurprising. It shouldn’t 
be, though. 

Jason Collins, the center for the Washing-
ton Wizards, became the first currently play-
ing professional athlete to come out as gay 

on April 29, 2013. With it, he endured more 
criticism – everything from people denounc-
ing him as a hero to even not playing since the 
announcement. 

Yeah, that’s right. Collins has not played 
a single game since the announcement was 
made public. Rather than support, he faced 
worse circumstances. 

People are people – it’s a fact of life and 
everybody else needs to get on board. Diver-
sity has lost all meaning at this point, and we 
are even at a point where we discriminate at 
such a minute level. That level comes between 
how we discriminate against those who are 
gay. 

If we are as far along as we’d like to think, 
then maybe criticizing someone’s personal life 
shouldn’t be a high priority for some. 

For Page, it is OK to come out as gay – she 
joins a long list of other celebrities in the Hol-
lywood world. For Collins and Sam, they have 
just started the list. And the great thing about 
lists is that they keep going and going. 

Bob Galuski is a senior journalism and English 
major. He can be reached at 581-2812 

or dennewsdesk@gmail.com

Bob Galuski

Unnecessary criticism not worth it

Quote of the Day
“Talent works, genius creates.”

- Robert Schumann
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1-6 Bedroom Homes available Fall 2014
Sign a lease before March 1st 

and receive August’s Rent FREE!
       - Close to campus
       - Pet-friendly
       - Rent starting 
         as low as $275/month
         ($215 for studio unit)

Call Tom @ 708-772-3711 for more info
www.hallbergrentals.com

Don’t think, just run.
Check out our Annual Contract Rates: 

Run a specified amount of inches per year and 
receive a discount off regular rate price.

581-2816

The Daily Eastern News 
is your local source for 

all things EIU!

By Jack Cruikshank
Administration Editor | @JackCruik

The Council on Academic Affairs host-
ed its first of six workshops of the university 
learning goals Thursday morning. 

During the workshop, Stephen Lucas, a 
CAA member who had been involved exten-
sively with the revision to the learning goals, 
presented to a crowd of professors and ad-
ministrators by introducing the individual 
members who were responsible for one goal 
each.

Blair Lord, the provost and vice president 
for academic affairs, said he is “strongly sup-
portive” of the revisions, and he thinks the 
revisions help students establish connections 
between courses.

Lucas stressed that the changes were en-
tirely constructed by the CAA and members 
of the Eastern faculty, and they did not orig-
inate from administration.

“We are here to serve students,” Lu-
cas said. “We are going to have to do some 
changes, but it is to assist students.”

The workshop then gave an overview of 
the new learning goals, which are critical 
thinking, writing and critical reading, speak-

ing and listening, quantitative reasoning, 
and responsible citizenship.

Thursday afternoon, the council unani-
mously approved thirteen changes within the 
kinesiology and sports studies program dur-
ing its regular meeting.

Jill Owen, the department chair of the ki-
nesiology department, said the changes in-
cluded revising the courses in order to up-
date them, as a part of revising the whole 
major.

“Many of those courses have not been re-
vised in a while,” Owen said. “We wanted to 
update the courses to get them in line with 
our accrediting bodies.”

Of the 13 kinesiology revisions, seven 
were courses teaching coaching principles. 
Those courses include KSS 3460, Soccer 
Coaching; KSS 3470, Basketball Coaching; 
KSS 3480, Football Coaching; KSS 3490, 
Track and Field Coaching; KSS 3500, Base-
ball Coaching; KSS 3550, Wrestling Coach-
ing; KSS 3750, Softball Coaching; and KSS 
3770, Volleyball Coaching.

Scott Ronspies, a kinesiology professor, 
said the courses now have updated credit 
hours, as four of the courses went from 2-2-
3 to 2-1-2. 

He also said many of the courses now have 
updated textbooks as well.

Lucas moved to re-introduce a propos-
al from last Thursday’s meeting, which the 
council tabled in order for him to contact 
other departments to confirm the depart-
ments’ approval of the revision of the Adult 
Education minor.

Lucas presented the council with email 
from department representatives who ap-
proved the revision of the Adult Education 
minor, which Lucas said currently has no 
students within the program.

The revision to the major then passed 
unanimously.

The next learning goals workshop, which 
will focus on writing and critical reading, 
will take place at 2 p.m. Tuesday in the Ar-
cola-Tuscola Room of the Martin Luther 
King Jr. University Union.

The next CAA meeting will take place at 
3 p.m. Thursday in the 1895 Room of the 
Union.

Jack Cruikshank can be
 reached at 581-2812  or

jdcruikshank@eiu.edu.

CAA approves 13 kinesiology changes

Staff Report

Bonnie Irwin, the dean of the college of arts and 
humanities, has accepted a position at California State 
University Monterey Bay. 

She will be vacating her current position as dean 
of arts and humanities for the position of provost in 
Northern California. The position begins July 7. 

“Northern California is my second home, the place 
where I attended high school and college,” Irwin said 
in an email to faculty and staff.

Irwin also said she had been selectively pursuing op-
portunities, and the possibility to be at a school she ad-
mires as well as near family was “an offer I could not 
refuse.”

“While I am thrilled by the adventures that lie 
ahead, I will miss EIU and our great community of 
teachers and scholars and the amazing staff members 
who facilitate our work,” she said.

Currently, Glenn Hild is the interim associate dean 
of the college of arts and humanities. 

Dean of arts, 
humanities 
to leave  
Eastern

Gina Volk | Daily Eastern Ne ws
Rachel Willis, a junior biological sciences major, organizes cans of food Thursday.  Willis has been volunteering at the Food Pantry for two 
months.

Food for thought » FLOODING
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“It will be putting a lot of moisture back 
into the soil that wasn’t there at all  last 
year,” Laingen said. 

Of course,  too much water can cause 
damage to the soil, Laingen said. 

He added as  long as  there i s  gradual 
and consistent precipitation, the farmers 
should be fine. 

“They are  not  ready to  get  into  the 
fields yet. They still got a month or so be-
fore the start doing any field work,” he 
said. “Now if we are still flooding at that 
time, then we have got an issue because 
they are not going to be able to get into 
the fields.”

Unfor tunate ly,  because  much of  the 
ground is frozen, the farmland is not get-
ting as much benefit as it could be getting 
from the water. 

Most of it is running across the surface 
into low-lying areas. 

Riley added he had seen what seemed 
like a tiny waterfall forming in one farm-
er’s field. 

Craig said the amount of precipitation 
needs to stay at the climatological normal 
for in March for there to be little damage 
to the soil. 

The normal precipitation is 3.5 inches 
in March. 

Craig said there will not be much pre-
cipitation in the coming days though with 
the  tempera ture s  dropping  and winds 
slowing down. Monday, however, could see 
some snow fall. 

Jarad Jarmon can be
 reached at 581-2812 
or jsjarmon@eiu.edu 
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For rent

Promote your next event 

by placing your insert 

& sticky note advertising 

in the DEN!

Call 581-2816 

for more info!

www.woodrentals.com 

No gimmicks, Just Good Housing.  
25+ years of proven rental management 
 
RENT Now, May, or Fall 2014 
 
Housing for 1, 2, 3, or 4 

 

1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377 
Charleston, IL 61920 
217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472 

Call for an 
appointment! 

Have any 
interesting news 

you want to share 
with the    

community? 

Mail it, fax it, 
email it, submit 
it on our 
website, or call 
it in to the

Daily Eastern News
What You Want to ReadWe Want to Hear

NEED TO FILL A POSITION?

Find your next great employee by placing a help 
wanted ad in the DEN!

One person’s trash is 
another’s treasure- 

list your “For Sale” items 
in the Daily Eastern 

News!

Love DENt
h
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follow us on twitter

@den_news

@den_sports

@den_verge

3 or 4 BR 1012 2nd Street. Large house 
with double fenced lot. Living room, 
Game Room, Laundry Room, Kitchen 2 
baths. pets. Landlords EIU Alum. $295/
month/bedroom. Call or Text 
217-273-7270
__________________________2/20
BOWERS RENTALS  We have what you 
are looking for! Spacious 3 and 4 BR 
homes close to campus! Call us to see 
1015 Grant or 1718 11th St.  Check 
out all our great locations at eiuliving.
com. Call or text 217-345-4001.
__________________________2/21
Nice 3 & 6 BR Houses, Fall ‘14. A/C, 
W/D, Dishwasher, Trash pd. Close to 
EIU. $325/person. Call or text Bobby, 
847-826-5626.
__________________________2/21
3 BR nice house. 4 blocks from campus. 
C/A, W/D, dishwasher, bar, parking. 
$900/month. Available August 1st. 
217-549-6342
__________________________2/24
Fall 2014. 4 bedroom house for rent! 2 
story with balcony just north of Lance 
Gym! 1527 2nd St. Call 273-3737.
__________________________2/24
Fall 2014: 3 or 4 BR house. 2 blocks 
from campus. 2 full baths, w/d, dish-
washer. Call or Text 217-276-7003.
__________________________2/25
Bedroom for rent. $395/mo, negotia-
ble. 1 block from main campus on 9th. 
Call Jim, 708-296-1787.
__________________________2/25
2-3 bd. apts. & 2-3 bd. houses & town-
houses avail.  1 bd. apts. w/ all utilities 
paid. Availability now & next fall 2014. 
217-234-7368 See our website 
www.rentfromapex.com
__________________________2/25
DON’T MISS OUT! 1205 GRANT - 
RENT NOW! 1812 9TH ST. 3,4 BED. 
AVAILABLE 14-15 YEAR! SAMMY-
RENTALS.COM OR CALL/TEXT 549-
4011
__________________________2/25
Beautiful, near-new construction! 3 BR, 
2 1/2 BA, laundry in unit, balcony and 
garage. $1185/mo ($395/student). Sin-
gle BR also available. Call now, 630-
505-8374.
__________________________2/25
Very nice 3-4 bd. houses for rent. Fall 
2014. W/D C/A. Large front porch & 
yard. $300 a month/person. Call 217-
549-5402
__________________________2/26
Special - Special - Special - Our beau-
tiful houses only 1/2 block from the 
Rec. Center are available at very low 
rates! Call us before you sign up; we 
will save you MONEY! 345-5048 
__________________________2/27
MELROSE & BROOKLYN APTS We still 
have a few apts. available for fall 2014! 
SIgn a lease in February and get $200 
off of your security deposit! 217-345-
5515 www.melroseonfourth.com 
www.broooklynheightseiu.com
__________________________2/28
Properties available: 7th St. 2 blocks 
from campus. 6 BR houses (The Doll-
house/girls) and 4 BR & Studio Apts. 
with some utilities paid. Call 217-728-
8709.
__________________________2/28
EASTERN ILLINOIS PROPERTIES. 217-
345-6210, www.EIProps.com
__________________________2/28

For rent

Looking for a roommate for 2014-15 
school year. Prefer girl, but guy is okay. 
Call Lori, 630-505-8375.

___________________ 2/25

Sublessors

Sublease 1 bd. 1 bath apartment, fully 
furnished, all inclusive utilities, located 
above Dirty’s. 815-592-2547

___________________ 2/25

4-6 bedrooms, 2 bath, A/C, W/D, 1 
block to EIU, $275 each, off street park-
ing 1521 S. 2nd St. 217-549-3273
__________________________2/28
4-5 bedrooms, 2 bath, A/C, W/D, cov-
ered patio, off street parking 1836 S. 
11th St. $300 each. 217-549-3273
__________________________2/28
3 BEDROOM BLOWOUT! ALL INCLU-
SIVE PRICING STARTING AT $400. 
AWESOME AMENITIES! GREAT LO-
CATIONS! CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR 
SHOWING TODAY! 217-345-RENT 
www.unique-properties.net 
__________________________ 2.28
1, 2, and 3 bedroom apartments, 
available now, June, or August. Fur-
nished or unfurnished. Laundry, 
A/C, clean, and affordable. Close to 
EIU. No Pets. 345-7286, Williams 
Rentals. www.jwilliamsrentals.com 
__________________________2/28
3 Bedroom furnished apartment for 
2014-15 school year. $185 per student 
for a 10 month lease, no pets. Call 345-
3664.
__________________________2/28
Large 3 bedroom furnished apartment 
for 2014-15 school year. Call 345-3664.
__________________________2/28
3 BEDROOM 6 MONTH LEASES 
AVAILABLE AT THE ATRIUM. ALL IN-
CLUSIVE PRICING AVAILABLE! CALL 
TODAY. 217-345-RENT 
www.unique-properties.net 
__________________________2/28
Townhouse close to campus: 3 peo-
ple-$275 per month, 4 people $225 per 
month Call/Text 708-254-0455
__________________________2/28
5 bedroom house for Fall. Central 
air, W/D, close to EIU. Clean, afford-
able, locally owned and managed. 
No pets. 345-7286, Williams Rentals. 
www.jwilliamsrentals.com 
__________________________2/28
CLOSE!!! Apts. for 1-3. Grads and Un-
dergrads. www.woodrentals.com. 
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor. 345-
4489.
__________________________2/28
FALL IN LOVE WITH SOUTH CAMPUS 
SUITES! 2 BEDROOM TOWNHOUSE 
SPECIAL $462.50 ALL INCLUSIVE! 
FREE TANNING, FREE LAUNDRY, 
FULLY FURNISHED, PET FRIENDLY, 
FITNESS CENTER! CALL TODAY FOR 
YOUR APARTMENT SHOWING. 217-
345-RENT 
www.unique-properties.net
__________________________2/28
June or August:  2 BR apts. 2001 S. 12th 
St. and 1305 18th St. all appliances, 
trash pd. 348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________2/28
5-8 bedroom houses. Great locations. 
EIP. 217-345-6210, www.EIProps.com
__________________________2/28
August:  3 BR apt, 820 Lincoln Ave, All 
appliances and dishwasher, water & 
trash pd. 348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________2/28
4 BR, 2 BA duplex, 1 blk. from EIU, 1520 
9th St. Stove, fridge, microwave, dish-
washer, W/D, trash pd. 348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________2/28
3-4 bedroom homes. $300/person/
month. Trash and yard service provid-
ed. 217-345-5037, www.chucktown-
rentals.com
__________________________2/13
2 bedroom, 11 month lease, $275 each 
month, w/d, 1517 11th St.  3 bedroom, 
10 month lease, $235 each month, 
w/d, 1521 11th St.  Call 217-549-7031
__________________________2/28
July or August:  2 BR apts. 955 4th St. - 
All appliances, with dishwasher, ga-
rage, water & trash pd. 348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________2/28
Studio apartment close to campus.  
Nice, clean, water and trash included.  
No Pets!  $250.  217-259-9772
__________________________2/28

June:  2 BR apt, 605 W. Grant, stove, 
fridge, dishwasher, w/d hookup, trash 
pd. 348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________2/28
Available for 2014: 1, 2, 3, & 4 BR 
Apts. 348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com 
__________________________2/28
June or August:  1 BR deluxe apts. 117 
W. Polk, 905 A Street, 1306/1308 Ar-
thur Ave, all appliances, with W/D & 
dishwasher, trash pd. 348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________2/28
Litteken Rentals. 217-276-6867 1, 2, 3, 
4 BR apts. July - Aug. availability. www.
littekenrentals.com 
__________________________3/31
2 BR apartments - across from cam-
pus on 9th Street - Available in June 
and August - All inclusive pricing.  
Call 217-549-1449. 
___________________________3/3
4 bedroom home. $250/person/
month. 217/345-5037, 
www.chucktownrentals.com
___________________________3/6
2-3 bedroom homes close to campus. 
217/345-5037, 
www.chucktownrentals.com
___________________________3/6
5-7 bedroom homes. $300/person/
month. 217/345-5037, 
www.chucktownrentals.com
___________________________3/6
For 2014-2015 newly renovated 2 
&3 bedroom/ 2 bath apartments, 
new furniture, refinished balconies, 
coded entry to building, cable and 
internet included in rent! Right be-
hind McHugh’s, less than a block 
from campus! 217-493-7559, 
myeiuhome.com 
___________________________3/7
3-4 bedroom homes. $300/person/
month. Trash and yard service provid-
ed. 217/345-5037, www.chucktown-
rentals.com
___________________________3/7
Now Leasing for Fall 2014 - Quiet, 
Beautiful and Spacious 1 and 2 BR 
Unfurnished Apartments. Available 
on the Square over Z’s Music. Rent is 
$385 1 BR and $485 2 BR. No Pets-
Trash and Water Included. LOW util-
ities-Laundry on Premises. New Ap-
pliances. Call 345-2616. 
___________________________3/7
FALL 2014: VERY NICE 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 BR 
HOUSES, TOWNHOUSES, & APART-
MENTS. EXCELLENT LOCATIONS, 1-3 
BLOCKS FROM CAMPUS. 
217-493-7559, myeiuhome.com
___________________________3/7
Fall 2014. One block from campus 3 BR 
apt. nice large kitchen, patio space, off-
street parking. Starts at $775/ month. 
Call Maria, 217-841-3676.
___________________________3/7
2 BR apt, 1/2 block to Lantz  Cable & 
Internet incl. $325/person. Wood Rent-
als, Jim Wood, Realtor. 345-4489, 
wood rentals.com
___________________________3/7
2014 Spring Semester. Furnished, 
Large 1 BR Apt. Close to Campus. Pet 
Friendly. All Inclusive Available. Call 
or text 273-2048 or 273-6820. 
___________________________3/7
2 BR apt. for 1 @ $440  includes Cable, 
Internet, water, trash. For 2: $580. 
Wood Rentals, 345-4489, 
woodrentals.com
___________________________3/7
3, 4, 5, & 6 BR homes, reasonable rates. 
Washer, dryer, dishwasher, A/C. 217-
273-1395.
___________________________3/7
1 &  2 BR Apts. Close to Campus. For 
Rent, Fall 2014. Furnished. Pet 
Friendly. All Inclusive. Call or text 
273-2048 or 273-6820. 
_3/7BUCHANAN ST. APARTMENTS - 1, 
2, & 3 BR apartments. Water and 
trash included. Plenty of off-street 
parking. Call 345-1266 or go to our 
website, www.BuchananSt.com.
___________________________3/7

Large 1 & 2 BR Apts. For Rent, Fall 
2014. Pet Friendly. All Inclusive. Call 
or text 273-2048 or 273-6820. 
___________________________3/7
NO CAR? No problem!  1 & 2 person 
rentals. Quiet building near McAfee, 
Lantz. $400/person plus utilities. Jim 
Wood, Realtor, www.woodrentals.com, 
345-4489.
___________________________3/7
2014 Spring Semester. Furnished 2 
BR Apt. Close to Campus. Pet Friend-
ly. All Inclusive Available. Call or text 
273-2048 or 273-6820. 
___________________________3/7
2 BR house for 2,  1 block to Physical 
Science. Hardwood, washer/dryer. 
$700/month plus utilities. Jim Wood, 
Realtor, www.woodrentals.com, 
345-4489.
___________________________3/7
2014 Fall Semester: 3 Bed, 2 Bath 
house, W/D, pets possible. 273-2507 
call or text. 1710 11th Street.
__________________________3/12
2 BR, 2 bath apartments. 1026 Edgar 
drive, 2/3 BR. homes. $250 per person. 
549-4074 or 294-1625
__________________________3/19
Newly remodeled houses close to cam-
pus. 3 and 4 bedrooms. 217-962-0790
__________________________3/19
Fall 2014 1 bedroom, 1 bath apt. east 
of campus - all inclusive plans avail-
able! rcrRentals.com or 217-345-5832
__________________________3/28
Fall 2014: 2 bedroom duplex east of 
campus - all inclusive plans available! 
rcrRentals.com or 217-345-5832
__________________________3/28
BRITTANY RIDGE TOWNHOUSES  For 
3-5 persons, unbeatable floor plan, 3 & 
4 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths, deck, central 
air, washer, dryer, dishwasher. Free 
trash and parking, low utility bills, local 
responsive landlord. Starting @ 210 / 
person. Available Fall 2014, lease 
length negotiable. 217-246-3083
___________________________4/4
P.P. & W Properties. Please contact us 
at www.ppwrentals.com, 
217-348-8249.
___________________________5/1
AVAILABLE AUGUST 2014 1 and 3 
bedroom apts., one block north of Old 
Main on 6th Street. 
www.ppwrentals.com, 217-348-8249.
___________________________5/1
NEW 2 BEDROOM APTS DIRECTLY 
ACROSS FROM BUZZARD ON 9th 
STREET washer, dryer, dishwasher, mi-
crowave, major appliances, central 
heat and a/c. Call us for more details. 
www.ppwrentals.com, 217-348-8249.
___________________________5/1
STUDIO & ONE BEDROOM APTS lo-
cated in “The Fields,”  3 blocks from 
campus, available August 2014. 
Washer, dryer, dishwasher, microwave, 
major appliances, central heat and a/c. 
All apts. are less than 5 years old. 
www.ppwrentals.com, 217-348-8249.
___________________________5/1

For rentFor rent
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By Blake Nash
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports

The Ohio Valley Conference championships 
are just around the corner, as the Eastern track 
and field teams host their Friday Night Special 
this weekend.

At this time opponents are expected to be Indi-
ana State, Southern Illinois, Lincoln College, Rend 
Lake College, Southern Indiana, Vincennes Univer-
sity and Wabash College.

Field events are expected to begin at 2 p.m., 
while track events are scheduled for approximate-
ly 3 p.m. 

The Panthers enter this weekend’s meet with six 
athletes ranked in the nation’s top 50 in their respec-
tive events, and seven ranked first in the OVC this 
season.

These athletes include pole vaulters Jade Reibold 
and Mick Viken. Both are ranked 11th and 12th in 
the country, and first in the OVC, respectively.

First-year transfer Peter Geraghty is also ranked 
in the top 20, at No. 18, in pole vaulting this sea-
son.

Reibold currently ranks first on the Eastern all-
time list, with a height of 14-feet, 7.25-inches inch-
es.

Viken also ranks first on the men’s side with 

a height of 17’10”. He and teammate Calvin 
Ewards earned OVC Male Track and Field Ath-
letes of the Week. 

Edwards, a sprinter, has won this accolade for 

the third straight week, following his 400-meter 
victory at Grand Valley State last week. 

He and fellow sprinter Jonathan Boey have also 
grasped the OVC’s top spot, in their respective 

races. Edwards currently ranks 37th in the 200m 
dash, and 49th in the 400m dash. 

Boey also ranks 30th nationally in the 60m 
dash. His times of 6.71 in the 60m dash, and 
22.68 in the 200m dash, currently rank second in 
school history. 

The Panthers recent success in the long distance 
races has also launched a few runners to the top of 
the conference. 

Pablo Ramirez, who has entered the Eastern 
all-time list a few times this month, entered the 
number spot in the OVC after a win in the 3K last 
week, with a time of 14:15.66. 

Fellow long-distance runner Bryce Basting cur-
rently leads the OVC in the 800m run. His name 
is also etched into the Eastern all-time list with the 
third highest team in the 800m, at 1:50.13, and 
fifth in the mile, with a time of 4:06.53.

This will be the final home meet for the Pan-
thers during the indoor season. Starting next April 
they will return to action at O’Brien Field for the 
outdoor season. 

The OVC championships will be held next 
week at Tennessee State in Nashville, Tenn.

Blake Nash can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or banash@eiu.edu.

Eastern track, field gears up for final indoor home 

By Kaz Darzinskis
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports 

The Eastern softball team will play four games 
in three days starting Friday at the Jackson State 
Tournament, following a 4-1 showing at the 
Louisiana-Monroe Mardi Gras Classic.

Led by timely hitting, aggressive base running 
and home runs, the Panthers combined their of-
fensive effort with stout pitching, especially from 
senior Hanna Mennenga who recorded a 2-0 
mark during the weekend with 22 strikeouts 
while giving up four runs that improved Eastern’s 
record to 6-4. 

Mennenga’s efforts in Monroe, led to her be-
ing named the Ohio Valley Conference Player of 

the Week, as named by collegesportsmaddness.
com.

Mennenga said she is excited about the East-
ern offense heading into the Jackson State Tour-
nament.

“Our hitting has really stood out to me,” she 
said. “We are hitting the ball hard.”

On Friday the Panthers play against hosting 
Jackson State, with the game beginning at 4 p.m. 

Eastern softball coach Angie Nicholson said 
the Panthers are beginning to follow the game 
plan, which is leading to early success.

“The girls are really listening and making the 
necessary adjustments we ask them too,” she said. 
“They are seeing the results and have bought into 
the entire process so we are really pleased.”

In these early road tournaments, Nicholson 
said the team has achieved some of their goals, 
which she wants the team to achieve. 

“We went down there with some goals and a 
plan and we did a great job of making sure we 
stayed focused on what we wanted to accom-
plish,” Nicholson said. “Again we were able to 
learn some things about ourselves and we were 
able to walk away knowing we just got better. 
We will continue to make adjustments and grow 
from each experience.”

Mennenga said she feels that all of Eastern’s 
early non-Ohio Valley Conference road games 
are valuable because the team is able to prepare 
for conference play. 

“It’s nice to be able to work out the kinks on 

non-conference teams, so we are ready to play 
well for conference.”

The team will continue to work out the kinks 
Friday with hopes of similar results as it had in 
Louisiana a week earlier.

After Friday’s opener, Eastern will play a dou-
ble-header Saturday, as the first game starts at 10 
a.m. against Kansas and the second game at 7:30 
p.m. against Southeastern Louisiana.

The tournament for the Panthers ends with a 
game at 1 p.m. against Jackson State. All games 
will be played in the JSU Softball Complex. 

Kaz Darzinskis can be 
reached at 581-2812 

or kcdarzinskis@eiu.edu.

Softball to travel to Mississippi for Jackson State tourney

By Bob Reynolds
Staff Reporter | @BobReynoldsDEN

The Eastern women’s basketball team will be 
looking to move one step closer to clinching an 
Ohio Valley Conference Tournament spot Sat-
urday when it heads to Nashville, Tenn., to play 
Belmont.

After it looked like all hope had been lost 
against Austin Peay Monday, when being down 
10 in the second half, the Panthers found a way 
to come back and defeat the Governors to move 
ahead in the conference standings.

The Panthers are currently in the seventh spot 
in the OVC, which is .5 game ahead of the Gov-
ernors and a full game above Morehead State 
and Southeast Missouri. 

Austin Peay has played one more game than 
Eastern.

Saturday’s opponent in Belmont is 12-14 
overall, but 9-4 in conference play and has won 
five straight games.

Jordan Luffman, who has started 24-of-26 
games this season, leads the Bruins. She averages 
14.4 points a game this season on 39.3 percent 
shooting from the field.

Luffman is also the Bruins best 3-point 
shooter and best free throw shooter, shooting 
41.7 percent and 85.3 percent, respectively.  

The Bruins are coming off a 57-48 win over 
Tennessee Tech at home, where they shot 46.2 
from the floor and 45.5 percent from 3-point 
range.

Sabina Oroszova leads the Panthers, averaging 

17.5 points per game in 34 minutes per game, 
while also averaging 10.1 rebounds per game.

Oroszova is shooting 44.8 from the floor and 
has a 28.1 3-point shooting percentage on the 
season.

In the win against Austin Peay on Monday, 
the Governors had no answer for Oroszova. She 
scored 24 points and had eight rebounds. 

Morgan Palombizio has been another Panther 
who has been in a consistent stretch as of late. 

The last two games she has gone 5-of-8 
from the field, which includes 5-of-5 from the 
3-point line.

As a whole, the Panthers have been on a bit of 
a hot stretch. They have won three of their last 
four games, including their first conference road 
game on Monday. 

In the win against Austin Peay Eastern shot 
63.6 percent in the second half, which propelled 
them to a win.  

In the win against Southeast Missouri back 
on Feb. 8, the Panthers shot 46.2 percent in the 
second half, leading to a 53-48 win.

The Panthers have three games left on the 
season and will most likely have to win two of 
those to secure a spot in the OVC tournament, 
which begins March. 5.     

The Panthers and Bruins will tip off at 2 p.m. 
Saturday in the Curb Event Center in Nashville, 
Tenn.

Bob Reynolds can be 
reached at 581-2812 

or rjreynolds@eiu.edu 

Panthers aiming for tournament berth security

Dominic Baima | The Daily Eastern Ne ws
Runners compete in the first heat of the women’s 60-yard hurdles during the John Craft Invite 
Saturday January 25, 2014, at Lantz Fieldhouse. The Panthers’ next track meet is Friday for the 
Friday Night Special that begins at 2 p.m. at Lantz Fieldhouse.

Dominic Baima | The Daily Eastern Ne ws
Red-shirt junior guard Katlyn Payne looks for an open teammate in a game against Southeast Missouri on Feb. 8.  The Panthers beat the Redhawks 53-48. Eastern will play at 2 p.m. Saturday in 
Nashville, Tenn., against Belmont University. 
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@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: #EIU men’s basketball loses 82-63 to Belmont. The Panthers remain in seventh place in the #OVC

OUT MANN-ED

By Aldo Soto
Assistant Sports Editor | @AldoSoto21

S e n i o r  Mo n t a n a  Ti m m o n s 
played his free three years of col-
legiate baseball at Wabash College 
until he transferred to Eastern in 
the fall.

Following a pinch-hit appear-
ance Saturday against Louisiana-
Lafayette, Eastern baseball coach 
Jim Schmitz gave Timmons the 
start the following day. 

The t ransfer  responded,  go-
ing 4-for-5, while also driving in 
a run for the Panthers. The four-
hit performance against the No. 
14 ranked team in the country was 
good enough for Schmitz to give 
Timmons another start in East-
ern’s first game against No. 25 Ar-
kansas on Friday.

“You always have about sev-
en guys you’re going to hang with 
and then you have two that it’s 

not fair, but it is fair that a guy 
will  play himself in and anoth-
er will play himself out,” Schmitz 
sa id .  “Montana  has  de f in i te ly 
earned that spot.”

The game against Louisiana-
Lafayette was not the only reason 
that swayed Schmitz’s decision. 

Schmitz  sa id ass i s tant  coach 
Ty Rogers has been working with 
Timmons’ swing, changing it since 
the fall.  With an adjustment to 
Timmons’ swing, Schmitz said the 
right-handed batter could bring 
more power to the Eastern lineup.

“He’s been working so hard and 
now his swing is coming out so 
good and he could maybe gives 
us some pop in the lineup that we 
know we don’t have.”

Timmons was the designated 
hitter for Eastern in his first start 
of the year, replacing left-handed 
hitter Jason Scholl.

The sophomore began the sea-

son batting second for Eastern, 
but after two starts Scholl went 
1-for-6 with an RBI and no extra-
base hits.

Schmitz said Timmons would 
ba t  s i x th  l i k e  h e  d id  Sunday 
against the Ragin’ Cajuns.

Eastern will also have Jake Jo-
hansmeier pitch Friday in the se-
ries-opener against Arkansas, fol-
lowing his  s ix- inning,  one-run 
outing in a win against Louisiana-
Lafayette in the Panthers’ season-
opener.

Johansmeier enters his second 
start of the season as the reigning 
Ohio Valley Conference Pitcher of 
the Week, following Eastern’s up-
set win against the Cajuns.

The sophomore is starting be-
cause red-shirt senior Troy Barton 
was given the weekend off by the 
coaching staff after suffering from 
a back spasm in his lower back in 
his start Sunday, when he was re-

moved after two innings of work.
Schmitz said the decis ion to 

give Barton rest was because of 
how early the OVC schedule be-
gins and Eastern wanting Bar-
ton to be ready for the first series 
against a conference opponent.

“We used to have f ive week-
ends to get ready for conference 
p lay  and now we have  three ,” 
Schmitz said. “We want Barton 
for that first weekend in the OVC, 
so we’re going to make sure he’s 
ready to roll.”

With Johansmeier pitching Fri-
day, Eastern will keep its next two 
starters in order, as Matt Borens 
will start Saturday and Christian 
Slazinik will get the start Sunday.

Arkansas is coming off a three-
game sweep of Appalachian State.

Last season the Razorbacks end-
ed their season with the nation’s 
best ERA at 1.89.

Jalen Beeks, Chris Oliver and 

Alex Phi l l ips  s tar ted Arkansas’ 
f irst three games and allowed a 
combined seven earned runs. As a 
complete pitching staff, Arkansas 
had a 2.67 ERA in its three-game 
series against Appalachian State.

Schmitz said now that Arkansas 
has a scouting report after East-
ern’s series in Louisiana, Panther 
hitters have to recognize that Ra-
zorback pitchers know how to get 
them out.

“As a hitter you have to have 
that in your mind, knowing that 
that is  how you’re going to get 
pitched to,” Schmitz said.

The series begins at 3:05 p.m. 
Friday in Baum Stadium in Fay-
etteville, Ark., followed by 1:05 
p.m. starts on Saturday and Sun-
day. 

Aldo Soto can be 
reached at 581-2812 

or asoto2@eiu.edu.

Timmons earns start; Johansmeier in for Barton 

Belmont shines on Senior Night, 82-63
By Anthony Catezone
Sports Editor | @AnthonyCatz

J.J.  Mann finished his career 
inside the Curb Event Center in 
one of Belmont’s most decisive 
games of  the season:  an 82-63 
win over the Eastern men’s bas-
ketball team.

Mann left his mark as a Bruin 
on Belmont’s Senior Night Thurs-
day in a game-high 21-point, sev-
en-rebound effort  a lso,  adding 
three steals.

“J.J. Mann is going to be the 
player of the year in the league; 
he’s too good,” Eastern coach Jay 
Spoonhour said in his postgame 
interview.

Mann scored 16 points in the 
second half  on 6-of-9 shooting 
(8-of-15 for the game).

After taking a 37-31 lead into 
ha l f t ime,  Be lmont  opened the 
s e cond  ha l f  ou t s co r ing  E a s t -
ern 23-13 to take a 60-44 lead 
at 13:02 in the second half. The 
16-point  l ead  was  the  Bruins’ 
largest at the time.

Belmont shot 64 percent on its 
way to scoring 45 points in the 
second half on 20 assists for the 
game.

Eas tern  would  cut  the  de f i -
cit to 60-52 off an 8-0 run with 
11:08 to go, but Belmont would 
build i ts  lead back to 16 three 
minutes later with a 70-54 lead.

“We just couldn’t sustain them 
ve r y  much ,”  Spoonhour  s a id . 
“They just zipped the ball around 
the court.  They real ly can pass 
and really are skilled.”

The Bruins shot 13-of-25 from 
3-point range (52 percent). The 
tr io  of  Mann,  Craig  Bradshaw 
and Drew Windler combined for 
11-of-19 (58 percent) from be-
hind the arc.

“ I f  you’re  go ing  to  come in 
here  and beat  them,  you need 
them to help you miss some shots 

and they didn’t,” Spoonhour said.
Belmont also opened the game 

making 5-of-5 shot from 3-point 
range,  two by Mann, to take a 
17-9 lead in the first six minutes 
of play.

“Quickness-wise, you need to 
be able to disrupt them — and we 
couldn’t disrupt them enough,” 
Spoonhour said. “But we did not 
play a bad game, they’re just that 
good.”

Eas te rn  shot  40  percent  for 
the game and was led by forward 
Sherman Blanford’s  team-high 
15 points and game-high 10 re-
bounds.

“ T h e s e  g u y s  j u s t  k e y e d  o n 
(Blanford)  and  d idn’t  l e t  h im 
do anything, but he still gets 15 
points  and 10 rebounds,  every 
one of them was hard,” Spoon-
hour said. “It was a hard, rugged 
game. Everything he did he had 
to fight and scrap for.”

Blanford had scored 20 or more 
points in the last five games.

Eastern fell to 6-9 in the Ohio 
Valley Conference and remains 
the No. 7 seed in the conference 
tournament after Austin Peay’s, 
which is 5-8, 90-88 loss at More-
head State, which is 10-3.

Belmont, meanwhile, improved 
to an OVC-best 12-2 in confer-
ence  p lay,  holding on the  No. 
1 seed in the OVC tournament 
with one game remaining. 

“ L o o k  a t  t h o s e  b a n n e r s ,” 
Spoonhour said. “There is a rea-
son for that; coach (Rick) Byrd 
has been here for 30 years. They 
have a nice thing going. That’s 
what I told the fellas — you just 
got to keep plugging. (Belmont) 
didn’t just step off the bus l ike 
this, they worked for it.”

Anthony Catezone can 
be reached at 581-2812 
or ajcatezone@eiu.edu. Dominic Baima | Daily Eastern Ne ws 

Reggie Smith, a red-shirt junior guard, tries to find a teammate to pass the ball to against the Murray State Racers 
on Jan. 16 at Lantz Arena. Eastern lost to Murray State 70-66. Eastern’s next game is against Chicago State at 7 
p.m. Monday at Lantz Arena.
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Wearing pink boxing gloves and 
a pink robe, Shringalah Webb loud-
ly proclaims that the desired things 
in life won’t come without a fight. 

“We all get knocked down…,” 
the sophomore communication dis-
orders and sciences major recites 
during one of several practices for 
the 43rd annual Miss Black EIU 
Scholarship Pageant.

As she rehearses her creative 
piece, Webb expresses the value of 
determination.

“We have to clench our fists 
tightly, yes, but with our eyes wide 
open,” she states. “With a wide 
stance and focused mind, we have 
to be willing to go after what we 
want—we have to be willing to 
fight.”

But that is not the only empow-
ering message to be heard.

All 10 contestants will offer 
words and symbols of inspiration 
through skits, poems, dances, songs 
and demonstrations that align 
with this year’s theme, “A Woman’s 
Worth.”

Contestants are to portray the 
theme through the four categories 
for which they will be judged: cre-
ative expression, talent, African gar-
ment and impromptu question and 
answer.

The women will compete for a 
$1,500 scholarship and the title of 
Miss Black EIU at 6 p.m. Satur-
day in the Grand Ballroom of the 
Martin Luther King Jr. University 
Union. Doors open at 5 p.m. and 
tickets will be available for $10.

Kamaria Patterson, a junior 
health administration major, will 
act out a scene where she is a doc-
tor attempting to save a patient 
who is suicidal from being bullied.

She said she wanted to help oth-
ers realize the significance of self-
love because of the struggles she has 
been through herself.

“Personally, I have made great 
strides to have my own self-love, 
and being someone who a long 
time ago considered being suicidal, 
I feel like that’s something that I re-
ally wanted to reiterate in my piec-
es,” Patterson said.

Mariah Ayeia, a junior psychol-
ogy major, will portray a similar 
message with her creative piece.

She said she would convince the 
audience to look within for love 
and acceptance.

“I just know a lot of people that 
look to other people for love in-
stead of searching within them-
selves to basically accept they self 
for all that they are,” Ayeia said.

Some contestants had to search 
for their own self-assurance before 
the pageant was even an option.

Jalyssa Woodall, a junior graph-
ic design major, said she wanted to 
participate when she first saw fliers 
for the event, but she did not ini-
tially consider herself to be a “pag-
eant type of girl.”

It wasn’t until the current Miss 
Black EIU encouraged her to try 
out that she found the nerve to at-
tend an informational meeting. 

“I’m telling you I came up with 
every excuse in the book, like I got 
to work, my studies are kind of 

heavy, and so on,” she said. 
That little bit of inspiration was 

all it took, Woodall said.
Kristen Lewis, a junior journal-

ism major, said she contemplated 
quitting at times, but considering 
the pageant’s title, she decided to 
search for her worth and push for-
ward.

She said she hopes the experi-
ence will help her inspire children 
in the future.

“I’m thinking it’s like a step-
ping stone for me to actually tell 
them that they can do it,” she said. 
“I wouldn’t be a great teacher if I 
didn’t go through something my-
self.”

For sophomore marketing major 
Myesha Harris, the most difficult 
part of preparing was telling herself 

to really believe the words she was 
saying.

Despite the challenge, Harris 
said everything worked out for the 
best because she learned a lot about 
herself, and she hopes the audience 
will learn something too.

“I think it is so empowering, es-
pecially like say if someone had 
self-esteem issues, just coming here 
and being around these girls builds 
you up,” Harris said. “It really make 
you want to go out and have fun, 
be social, dress up—it makes you 
feel better about yourself.”

The significance of Miss Black 
EIU extends beyond just a confi-
dence boost for the participants, 
though.

For senior health studies major 
Shanika Blatcher, it represents uni-

ty for the black community.
“We as a black community, 

we’re all kind of segregated, and 
it’s important for us all to come 
together and be as one,” Blatcher 
said.

Alexis Lambert, a junior psy-
chology major, said the pageant still 
has meaning for the black commu-
nity after 43 years. 

“It’s very important because 
it stems from a time where Afri-
can Americans on this campus re-
ally didn’t have a lot of significant 
events or significant organizations,” 
Lambert said. “And I think that still 
holds a lot of weight.”

Stephanie Markham 
can be reached at 581-2812

or DENverge@gmail.com.

Amanda Wilkinson | The Daily Eastern News  

Alexis Lambert, a junior psychology major, performs her creative expression piece about disabilities during Miss Black EIU rehearsal Monday in the 
Grand Ballroom of the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union. The Miss Black EIU pageant begins at 6 p.m. Saturday in the Grand Ballroom with the 
doors opening at 5 p.m. Tickets can be purchased at the door for $10. 

By Stephanie Markham 
Verge Editor

Miss Black EIU to showcase talents
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Here’s a moral I learned at the 
movie theater recently: just because 
it’s sleeker and shinier doesn’t nec-
essarily mean it’s better. 

Take for instance “RoboCop,” a 
remake just released from the 1987 
film. Bolstered by its state-of-the- 
art effects and new-age futuristic 
design, “RoboCop” failed to live up 
to Paul Verhoeven’s initial flick. 

But that’s not to say it’s a com-
plete catastrophe. 

Back in its heyday, the origi-
nal “RoboCop” stood as a testa-
ment and outright satire of com-
mercialism and the time’s culture. 
José Padilha’s newest foray into the 
mind of a cop – half man, half ma-
chine – works like a field-stripped 
gun: it doesn’t. 

The film follows a similar format 
to its 1987 counterpart. Police offi-
cer Alex Murphy – portrayed in the 
newest version by Joel Kinnaman – 
finds himself on the business end of 
a nasty car bomb in 2028, a time 
when robotics and cybernetics is at 
its prime. 

The explosion, orchestrated by 
arms dealer Antoine Vallon (Patrick 
Garrow), leaves Murphy hospital-

ized and with only one hope to live. 
OmniCorp, a company spear-

heading robotic soldiers, seizes this 
opportunity to test Murphy with 
their new equipment to help the 
public become better affiliated with 
a half man, half machine warrior. 

Through various mishaps and 
learning points, Murphy, or Ro-
boCop, learns how to be human 
again, all while trying to bring 
down the corporation that created 
him.

While the plot is still a lot more 
interesting than other tried-and-
true formats for origin stories, it 
also lacks the still-fresh satire of the 
1987 version. 

In a time where corporations are 
literally letting men free-fall from 

space, it is a ripe opportunity that 
is missed. 

Gone are the blatant jabs at 
how consumed by mass media and 
corporate America we are that we 
would sell a man’s soul to contin-
ue funding our projects. Gone are 
the moments of pure mockery that 
made the original so memorable. 

What’s left is a very safe, very 
sterile version of RoboCop. 

However, for those who are new 
to the franchise and unaware of its 
history, the film does give the au-

dience member entertainment. 
Therefore, it’s not a complete trav-
esty. 

Kinnaman, better known from 
TV’s “The Killing,” proves why he 
will be a major player in the Hol-
lywood circle in the next few years. 
Portraying the tortured man and 
machine of RoboCop could have 
ended up being another Arnold 
Schwarzenegger’s Terminator in 
anybody else’s hands. But he gives 
a cool, collected, all too real perfor-
mance. 

And because it is bolstered by 
the special effects of today, the ac-
tion sequences are a lot smooth-
er and less cheesy than the 1987 – 
whether that’s a good thing is for 
you to decide. 

All in all, I don’t feel like I wast-
ed my money – it was a good ac-
tion flick. I just feel like I bought a 
ticket to the wrong movie.  

Bob Galuski 
can be reached at 581-2812 

or dennewsdesk@gmail.com.

‘RoboCop’ works as standalone; fails as remake

screenshot from youtube.com

Bob Galuski 
Managing Editor

Review
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If you were a fan of the first sea-
son of Neflix exclusive “House of 
Cards,” then the recently released 
season two will hook you in imme-
diately. 

The politically focused show of-
fers new shocking moments start-
ing with the season’s premiere and 
proceeds with several well-timed 
plot-twists and scandals that will 
likely inspire binge-watching ses-
sions across the nation.

“Cards” does this well enough 
to make you forget the somewhat-
empty episodes scattered through-
out.

Like the first 13 chapters of sea-
son one, this new batch of episodes 
shows the slowly building plan of 
corrupt congressman Frank Under-
wood (Kevin Spacey) as he reaches 
for even more power. 

The stakes are higher this time 

around for Underwood and his 
wife Claire (Robin Wright) and it 
shows. Our main characters seem 
to have less figured out as they pro-
ceed with their plans and are forced 
to improvise more often when 
they’re on the ropes. 

That being said, it’s hard to ever 
imagine the Underwood’s losing, 
as they both possess nearly super-
human levels of manipulation and 
foresight. 

Even the toughest of their ad-
versaries never seem to have stood 
a chance.

Despite the politically topi-
cal overarching plots, “House of 
Cards” isn’t about realism; its about 
drama and metaphor. 

The show delivers and is absurd-
ly fun even when dealing with top-
ics that would normally bore an 
apolitical audience, but the plot can 
end up feeling shallow.

Though victory for the power 
couple often feels certain, it doesn’t 
come without a price. 

Frank, Claire and their al-
lies have to sacrifice much to gain 
their new power, and it is during 
these sacrifices that we can relate to 
them. This is often what deepens 
and saves each episode. 

So many characters wear facades 
throughout their political wheeling 

and dealing, but it makes their hu-
man moments, when the masks fall 
away, that much more engaging.

It’s the cast’s acting (especial-
ly that of Spacey and Wright) that 
makes this possible, and it goes 
hand-in-hand with what makes the 
show so genius at times.

There are no heroes in the 
“House of Cards” universe, and any 
character that tries altruism ends up 
broken down in some way. 

In most stories the unstoppable 
Underwoods would be super vil-
lains. 

Sure the show’s tag line is “Do-
ing bad for the greater good,” but 
these characters only seem to act 
out of selfishness rather than utili-
tarianism. 

But the audience won’t care. 
We’re all in on it. 

As soon as Spacey turns to the 

camera and tells us he has plans 
for revenge, we’re his co-conspira-
tors. We end up wanting him to get 
what he wants even as he takes ev-
ery corrupt option in order to get 
there.

No doubt there are many of us 
who wish we could walk in Frank 
Underwood’s footsteps. 

We wish we could be as ruthless 
and as competent as he is. We wish 
we could never truly fail and always 
get what we wanted even when we 
know we’d be worse people for it. 

“House of Cards” offers us that 
power fantasy through political 
melodrama, and there’s nothing 
wrong with that as long as we re-
member it’s just pretend.

Seth Schroeder
can be reached at 581-2812

or scschroeder2@eiu.edu.

 ‘House of Cards’ saga provides dark thrills

Seth Schroeder 
Assistant Online Editor

Review

screenshot from movies.netflix.com
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Jerry’s Pub
Drink Specials!

& Karaoke! 

1508 4th St. - (217) 345 - 2844
(At the corner of 4th and Lincoln)

FROM 9PM - CLOSE

Corner of 7th and Monroe

Friday: $2.00 Bottles  $3.00 Jager or Captain

Saturday: Live music by Another Dead 
Cover Band

$2.00 PBR Tall Boys   $2.00 UV Vodka
$3.00 Craft Beers   $3.00 Fireball

*macsuptowner.com

Check out our wide-open band area!

Charleston metal band sings
of self-empowerment, strength 

Victim to Victor is not the aver-
age metal band. 

The vocalist of the Charleston-
based group, Joe Amato, is also 
a teacher at Jefferson Elementary 
School.

Amato describes the band’s 
genre as “modern roots metal” be-
cause of his classic rock-influenced 
style of singing combined with the 
band’s modern instrumental ap-
proach.

“I like to say it’s like if Black 
Sabbath and System of a Down 
had a baby—and the singer went to 
grad school and the guitarist makes 
coffee,” Amato said.

The current lineup has been to-
gether almost a year, including Am-
ato, bassist Trevor Terrell, drummer 
Daniel Ray and guitarist Shea Keat-
ing.

The guitarist and bassist met at a 
show at Friends and Company, and 
a few months and member changes 
later they met their drummer. 

After two years of playing songs 
as an instrumental trio, the group 
finally found its current vocalist at a 
karaoke night.

Keating said the group’s pre-
vious vocalist sang with a deeper 
voice, so the lyrics were not always 
clear. 

He said he appreciates Amato’s 
style because listeners can under-
stand the words more easily.

“I’m very proud that, like you 
know we have a very talented sing-
er that can actually express all these 
lyrics and make them heard and 
make them very powerful,” Keat-
ing said.

Lyrically, Victim to Victor ex-
presses the same themes of self-em-
powerment and positivity that in-
spired the band’s title.

Keating said he was sitting with 

previous band members trying to 
think of a name.

“They were pitching really bi-
zarre names, like names that you 
don’t want your mother to hear,” he 
said.

He said he had been thinking of 
the band’s present name because he 
liked the meaning behind it.

“It’s kind of taking all of the 
negative experiences that some-
one may have gone through and 
just trying to come out of them in 
a more positive light,” Keating said.

Keating said one of his favorite 
lines is “take strength from scars,” 
from the song “Overcoming” on 
the band’s debut self-titled album.

Amato said some things that 
come up on the album include 
breaking free from limiting people 
and situations, finding the strength 
to move on and find something 
new, and choosing the right path 
when faced with difficult decisions.

However, Amato said they are 
not trying to be “preachy.”

“It’s not a self help album; it’s 
just not negative,” Amato said. 
“It isn’t putting anything down; it 
isn’t wallowing in self pity or any-
thing like ‘woe is me;’ it’s just—bad 
stuff happens and you’ve got to get 
through it.”

Victim to Victor is going to be 
promoting the release of its first al-
bum with a show at 8 p.m. Friday 
at Top of the Roc. Other groups 
playing during this show will in-
clude Mustache, The Fancy Boys 
and Spinning Chamber.

Amato said the band members 
goof around with one another and 
the audience during live shows; 
they just try to make sure everyone 
is entertained and having a good 
time.

“We take our music very seri-
ously, and that’s where the serious-
ness ends,” he said.

However, he said something 
usually goes wrong at every show, 
whether someone’s instrument is 
messed up or someone is late or 
forgot to ask about something.

“I call them the ‘Spinal Tap’ mo-
ments, and every band has those,” 
he said. “And so because of those, 
we can’t take ourselves too seriously 
because then we wouldn’t survive.”

Keating said he is proud of the 
band’s ability to win over crowds 
even when audience members do 
not seem to be into the music.

“Even at say this one show 
where people weren’t really recep-
tive to us at first, because we were 
the band with vocals you could un-
derstand opening for bands with 
like intense, not-a-syllable-recog-
nizable bands, even then like half-
way through the set we started win-
ning over a few people who started 
off by heckling us,” he said.

Live shows also allow Keating to 
open up. 

He said most days he is reserved 
and laid back, but once the band 
goes on stage, he goes crazy head 
banging and performing for the 
crowd. 

“It’s kind of letting me feel safe 
and more like myself,” he said. 
“Since I’m not really a talkative per-
son, most days I go into work and I 
make coffee and I come home and 
kind of sit by myself and play mu-
sic, so really getting to play music 
on stage is my release.”

Stephanie Markham
can be reached at 581-2812

or samarkham@eiu.edu.

submitted photo

Victim to Victor will be one of four bands playing at 8 p.m. Friday at The Top of the Roc. The band includes vocalist Joe Amato,     
drummer Daniel Ray, bassist Trevor Terrell and guitarist Shea Keating.

“It’s not a self-
help album; 
it’s just not 
negative.”
-  Joe Amato, vocalist     

By Stephanie Markham

Verge Editor 
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Being in a band is like having 
several girlfriends—everyone needs 
to be happy before performing, said 
Steven Kaufman, keyboardist of 
Another Dead Cover Band.

“Sometimes you have to be 
walking on eggshells so you don’t 
make your friend in the band mad,” 
he said.

Another Dead Cover Band, or 
AD/CB, is a Grateful Dead cover 
band from Carbondale.

Kaufman said the band mem-
bers did not initially set out to be a 
Grateful Dead cover band, but they 
felt as if music chose them.  

During the audition for a new 
drummer, the band members went 
through a dozen Grateful Dead 
songs, and from there they decided 
to become a cover band. 

Kaufman said the members all 
enjoyed playing Grateful Dead mu-
sic, which brought unity to the 
group. 

Being a cover band poses diffi-
culties. Although a cover band is 
supposed to mimic another band’s 

music, Kaufman said sounding ex-
actly like the band is impossible.

“As individual musicians we all 
play differently,” Kaufman said. 
“No two people are alike in any 
context, and the fact is even the 
Grateful Dead didn’t stay true to it.” 

The Grateful Dead did not repeat 
the same exact sound over and over 
again because the band improvised 
and deviated from the recording in 
the studio to performing on tour. 

“Our guitar player was a met-
al head in his childhood, and 
the metal still shines through,” 
Kaufman said. “The Grateful Dead 
had bad luck with keyboard play-
ers; they went through seven or 
eight. So throughout the years that 
aspect of them have involved and 
changed.”

Having fewer musicians than 
the Grateful Dead and different 
musical styles allows AD/CB to put 
its own stamp on each song.

In their numerous albums, the 
Grateful Dead incorporated many 
different sounds that mirrored the 
‘60s psychedelic, reggae, electric, 
bluegrass and rock ‘n’ roll influences. 

This combination of sounds 

forces the members of AD/CB 
to stretch their skills and “cross 
genres” in their cover songs. 

“There is something about them 
that transcends time,” Kaufman 
said. “They’re not the one hit won-
der that just pops up, but it’s just 
something that’s very timeless 
about it.” 

The band members face sever-
al challenges, but their family con-

nection keeps them progressing and 
succeeding. 

“If anyone needs anything from 
each other you can call,” Kaufman 
said. “I’m your brother when you 
need a friend kind of thing.” 

Having the bond with one an-
other and the passion for the Grate-
ful Dead makes connecting with 
the songs and with the audience 
easier. 

That personal connection a the 
musicians and the songs makes the 
difference. 

Kaufman said he remembers 
how his first experience with the 
Grateful Dead has shaped him.

“I was 8 years old the first time 
I heard the Grateful Dead song 
‘Touch of Grey’ and I immediate-
ly start dancing to it, and it was not 
until 1995 that I put it all together 
who it really was and the commu-
nity and the culture of what it real-
ly means,” Kaufman said.

He said AD/CB plans to con-
tinue playing the Grateful Dead 
throughout the Midwest because 
the music crosses generations and 
touches fans from all ages and 
walks of life.

He said the band is looking for-
ward to performing at the Uptown-
er and loves playing there because it 
is truly a staple in the Midwest mu-
sic scene.

The band will perform at 8 p.m. 
Saturday at Mac’s Uptowner.

Kalyn Hayslett
 can be reached at 581-2812 

or kehayslett@eiu.edu.

Kalyn Hayslett 
Verge Reporter

AD/CB to share passion for Grateful Dead 

Submitted Photo

AD/CB is Steven Kaufman, keys; Jesse Payne, guitar; Nathan Blew, bass; and 
Stephen Byrd, drums. The band will play at 8 p.m. Saturday at the Uptowner.

In a process much like finding 
faces and shapes in clouds, Kyle 
Singer looks at blotches of color to 
create works of art.

Singer’s current project involves 
throwing watercolors onto 6 feet by 
4 feet canvases, mixing the paints 
with more water and shaking them 
around until a random, sporadic 
scene is the result.

From there, Singer summons 
the creativity and spontaneity of 
childhood—a time when he would 
just draw in his sketch book be-
cause he wanted to.

“I just kind of had this piece 
of paper with random watercol-
or I sopped up off the table, and 
I just wanted to take a break, so I 
just sat down and drew as if I was 
a kid before there was ever projects 
or deadlines or anything,” Singer 
said.

Singer graduated from Eastern 
last year as an art major with a tex-
tile printing and design minor. This 
year, Singer is doing an assistant-
ship and working toward a master’s 
degree.

The competitiveness of the art 
world is what Singer said inspired 
him to start drawing on the water-
color-stained paper with Sharpies 
and pens.

“It got to a point where I was re-
ally stressed in trying to come up 
with a new idea that would be like 
a masterpiece that would be differ-
ent or better or somehow make it 
in the art world,” he said.

Singer said he had the water-
color piece hanging during one of 
the committee meetings he attends 
to earn his degree, and one of the 
members said to keep going with it, 
so he is making more.

The watercolor pieces all have 
ripped edges, a decision Singer said 

helped to move him away from the 
usual rectangles.

Within the edges, Singer draws 
whatever creatures, characters, 
faces, animals or places he thinks 
will fit the space of the color pat-
terns.

“I just kind of unplug and try 
not to think,” Singer said. “Some-
times when you draw, you have an 
idea and you’ll go, ‘Oh that’s stu-
pid,’ and you’ll just immediately 
toss it out, but I just try to explore 
all those ideas on here.”

Each project Singer has taken 
on along the way has had purpose, 

even though being in school for so 
long can be tedious, he said.

“Each piece you make—even if 
it’s a failure, even if you hate it at 
the end—just the act of doing it 
helps you grow creatively and helps 
your skills develop,” he said.

In one printmaking project 
Singer recalls, he spent six hours 
printing copies of lithographs of 
animals with crayon bodies.

He said the background kept 
catching ink, so he would have to 
keep sanding down that part of the 
image.

Drawing can be time consuming 

as well, because the special crayons 
used to draw on lithostones have 
to be continuously sharpened with 
a razorblade to add detail, Singer 
said.

Despite the labor-intensive pro-
cess, Singer said printmaking has 
many advantages, like being able to 
print multiple copies.

He said making textiles has sim-
ilar benefits, and one day he would 
like to use his skills to start his own 
T-shirt business.

“You can print as many shirts 
as you want, opposed to you spend 
hundreds of hours on one paint-

ing,” he said. “It’s a lot harder to sell 
one painting for thousands of dol-
lars as it is a bunch of copies for 
$20.”

For now, Singer is staring at 
blobs of color trying to make some-
thing out of nothing.

“Right now, I’m just trying to 
have a push and pull with my art 
where I let go of a little bit of the 
control and kind of see what hap-
pens,” he said.

Stephanie Markham 
can be reached at 581-2812 

or DENverge@gmail.com.

Amanda Wilkinson | The Daily Eastern News  

Kyle Singer, a graduate art student, works on a large watercolor and pen drawing in the printmaking room Tuesday inside of  the Doudna Fine Arts Center.

By Stephanie Markham

Verge Editor 

Grad student gets creative with watercolors
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