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High School 
basketball 
still a 'game' 

What was once a simple game 
has now evolved into an enter
tainment gala. 

Starting with Dr. James 
Naismith's peach basket at the 
Springfield, Mass. YMCA , 
there's really no argument that 
basketball has come a long way. 

But because of all the hype 
and hoopla (pun intended), have 
we forgotten that, yes, it's just a 
game? 

. These days, it could be easily 
mistaken as an industry. 

Corporate sponsors, oddsmak
ers and others have latched on to 
a game that, arguably, will 
become the new National 
Pastime (if it hasn't already). 

Long ago, the National 
Invitational Tournament used to 
be The Big Dance. At that time, 
the only pools around were those 
�~�!�1 �. �-�l�'�i�?�W�.�1�1�9 �. �I�\�~�; �. �s�, �.� �l�?�~�k�y� ard. How 
tunes have changed. 

Now, it seems that everyone 
and their brother is asking you to 
cough up a few bucks to submit 
an entry for the month-long 
NCAA Tournament. Even ESPN 
has a pool running at their web 
site (except it's one of the few 
that are free). 

But with all the entertainment 
surrounding the game, it's 
refreshing to see not college 
players, but college hopefuls also 
at this time of the year. 
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TIP OFF 
TIME 

Today's 
NCAA Tournament 

Games 

East Regional: 
Wisconsin v. Texas ( 11: 15) 
S. Carolina v. Coppin St.* 
Old Dominion v. N. Mexico* 
UMass v. Louisville* 

Southeast Regional: 
Georgia v. UT-Chat. (I I :30) 
USC v. Illinois* 
Marquette v. Providence* 
Duke v. Murray State* 

Midwest Regional: 
Oemson v. Miami, OH 
(11:25) 
Tulsa v. Boston U.* 
Temple v. Mississippi* 
Minnesota v. SW Texas St.* 

West Regional: 
G'town v. UNCChar. ( 1:-42) 
Utah v. Navy* 
Wake Forest v. St. Mary's* 
Stanford v. Oklahoma* 

* pme starts 30 minutes 
after previous pme ends 
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Baseball team opens OVC schedule 
By MATT WILSON 
Staff writer 

The Panther baseball team 
begins Ohio Valley Conference 
play this weekend as they take on 
the University of Tennessee
Martin at 1 :00 p.m. this Saturday 
and Sunday at Monier Field. 

Saturday the teams will play a 
doubleheader while Sunday they 
will just play one game. 

"We feel really good; we've 
won our last five games and we 
have a good lineup," Panther 
head coach Jim Schmitz said. 
" Yesterday was a very positive 
game for us even though behind 
the �s�c�~�n�e�s� we did some things 
wrong; we got the games in. Our 
players are feeling confident, and 
we're going into the conference 
season feeling good." 

The Skyhawks enter the con
tests with a record of 2-7, while 
Eastern �i�~� going in at the .500 
mark with a 5-5 record. 

Martin ,already has three con
ference gapies under its belt, all 
of them against Murray State. 
The Skyhawks lost their home
opener .to the Racers 17-5 and lost · 
7-0 in �~�e� first game of a double 
header on March 8. They came 
back to win the second game by a 
10-1 count. 

Tennessee-Martin is currently 
ranked seventh in the conference 
in team hittin2 �w�\�~� an aventge of ... 'tu... . ,-, 
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CHET PIOTROWSKI JR/Photo editor 
Eastern catcher Nolan Lofgren slides into second base for a steal during Wednesdays doubleheader 
against Olivet-Nazarene. The Panthers �~�e�p�t� the twin-bill winning 3-2and10.,3. Saturday, the Panthers 
w#l,.optJn �t�.�J�u�;�i�(�J�i�.�,�r�~� Ohio YQ/lq �(�:�o�l�l�f�t�t�n�l�~�e� schedule against Tennessee-Martin. The Panthers then travel 
to ·Te:ias and Oklahoma over spring broak. 

Softball team heads to South Carolina 
By DREW GRANGER 
Staff writer 

The Lady Panther softball team will hit the 
road and head south over spring break for a 
series of games in South Carolina. 

The first of two games on Monday will 
send the 4-2 Lady Panthers against the 3-8 
Lady Chanticlears of Coastal Carolina. 

Coastal Carolina is led in hitting by short
stop Kacee Crumpacker, who is hitting .457 
with 16 hits in 35 at bats. She has started all 
11 games for the Lady Chanticlears. 

After Crumpacker, the Lady Chanticlear's 
batting average falls off. Jessica �F�~�c�a�.� second 
base, is the next best hitter for Coastal 
Carolina. Falca has posted an average of .270. 

As a team Coastal Carolina is batting .226 
this season. 

The Lady Panthers top hitter this season is 
senior outfielder Jen Cherveny. In six games 

of action, Cherveny is batting .522. She has 
scored five of the teams 21 runs batting in the 
lead-off slot. 

The next best hitter of the daily players is 
freshman outfielder Adrienne· Noll. Noll has 
hit safely on eight of 17 at bats for an average 
of .471. Batting in the No. 2 slot, Noll has also 
scored five runs for the team. 

Other than these two, the Lady Panthers 
have four other players batting over .300. The 
team batting average for Eastern is .307. 

Pitching is another strong point for the 
Lady Panthers. Freshman Sara Delaere and 
sophomore Stacy Siebert both have earned run 
averages under 2.00. The highest ERA on the 
team comes from injured junior pitcher 
Mandy White. White has an ERA of 2.76, but 
is undefeated this seasoQ with two wins in 
three starts. 

As a group the Eastern pitchers have 
allowed just 29 hits in six games. Opponents 

are batting .200 against the Panther pitching 
staff. 

For Coastal Carolina, Haley Smith has the 
lowest ERA. Smith has an ERA of 2. iO in one 
appearance. She has thrown two wild .pitches, 
given up four hits, two walks and has no strike 
outs. ." 

Sara Norwood has made the most appear-· 
ances for the Lady Chanticlears. In seven trips 
to the mound, she has amassed an ERA of 
3.50, given up 27 hil1!, allowed 23 runs, 14 
earned, walked 12 batters and struck out I 0. 
The team ERA for Coastal Carolina is l .09, 
and teams are hitting .286 against them. · ·· 

In Monday's second game Eastern will play 
the Flames of the University of Illinois
Chicago. 

Illinois-Chicago is coming off a sub-.500 
�s�e�~�o�n�f�o� which they went 13-17. The Flames 
return their three top hitters from last season. 
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Eastern's wrestlers ready for national tourney 
By CHAD MERDA 
Staff writer 

Throughout the season, head 
Panther wrestling coach Ralph 
McCausland has been looking 
for a steady improvement from 
his wrestlers. 

At the NCAA West Regional, 
Dave Pena (118, 17-3), John 
Wells (134; 16-9), Tim Stringer 
(142, 18-7) and Matt Hughes 
(158, 34-2) improved all the 
way to the NCAA 
Championships to be held on 
March 20-22. 

They make up four in the 
field of 330 wrestlers and 79 
teams that will be competing. 
The four Panthers have been 
preparing since they got back 
from the. team �~�s�.� second-place 

' ' Placing first, I don't 
know. I try to keep 

a positive outlook, but it's 
going to be very tough to 
place first." 

- Matt Hughes 
Panther national qualif1er 

finish at the regional last week, 
and McCausland said the inten
sity of the practices will start 
tapering off as the tournament 
draws closer. 

"The guys are in shape physi
cally, but mentally is what we 
need to work on," McCausland 
said. 

Last year's finish pf 32n,d. in 

the nation is the team's best 
under McCausland, but they are 
looking to improve on that. 

"We should be around 20th," 
Hughes said. "If we wrestle like 
we can we'll place higher." 

McCausland agrees with 
Hughes. 

"It all depends on our perfor
mance there," McCausland said. 
"We're in a situation to better 
our performance by a mile from 
last year." 

Hughes is making his second 
trip as a Panther, last year plac
ing eighth in the nation and fin
ishing as an All-American. Prior 
to joining the Panthers, Hughes 
and Wells made it to the junior 
college nationals twice and both 
earned All-American status in 
their two appearances. Stringer 

made one appearance in junior 
college but was injured and 
unable fo finish. 

"For Pena it's his third trip 
and he knows what it's all 
about," McCausland said. "It's 
just another tournament. They 
have to take one match at a 
time." 

Pena, a senior, is shooting for 
a top eight finish, which would 
make him an All-American for 
the first time in his career. In his 
previous appearances at the 
national tourney his record is 3-
4. 

This is the first year of a new 
weigh-in rule where the 
wrestlers only have to weigh-in 
once for the duration of tho 
tournament. In the past they had 
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