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FINAL FARWELL

MAKE IT OR BREAK IT

Erica Brown plays final game during
senior night Wednesday in Lantz Arena.
Brown scored 23 points and 14
rebounds.

Mens basketball is three games away
from possibly competing in the OVC
tournament. The first team they face is
Austin Peay Thursday.
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Rauner
offers
tax-hike
to end
stalemate

VIC TOR GOMEZ|THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Tashay Graves, a sophmore family and consumer science major with a concentration in family services and Malachi McNutt, a senior sociology major put
together an impromptu poem titled “Im Hungry” for the Langston Hughes Poetry Slam in the Lumpkin Auditorium. The event was one of many scheduled events put together for Black History Month.

Fraternity honors Langston Hughes
By Loren Dickson
Entertainment Reporter | @DEN_News
Inspired by poet Langston Hughes,
people shared poetry and songs
Wednesday night for African-American Heritage Month.
Hughes is known for being among
the first to use jazz rhythms and dialect to depict the life of urban black
people in his work.
He is also a member of Omega Psi
Phi fraternity.
Eastern’s chapter of Omega Psi Phi
hosted the poetry bash, which started
with a spoken word piece by soul and
jazz poet Gil Scott-Heron, titled “The
Revolution Will Not Be Televised.”
Heron was known for being influenced by the Black Arts Movement,

which started in 1900s Harlem.
Admissions counselor Omar Solomon interpreted the poem by saying
it relates to what is currently going on
in America.
He said black people are still going
through a revolution.
“A lot of artists use poetry to express their thoughts and feelings
about what is going on in the world
today,” Solomon said.
He then recited two pieces by
Langston Hughes, one being “Theme
For English B.”
“Being me, it will not be white.
But it will be a part of you, instructor. You are white—yet a part of me,
as I am a part of you. That’s American,” Solomon recited.
Solomon also recited Hughes’
poem “I, Too” which discusses equal-

ity.
“I, too, sing America. I am the
darker brother. They send me to eat
in the kitchen when company comes.
But I laugh and eat well and grow
strong. Tomorrow, I’ll be at the table when company comes. Nobody’ll
dare say to me, ‘Eat in the kitchen’
then,” Solomon recited.
Brandon Hightower, member of
Omega Psi Phi, shared his own personal poem with the audience.
“You don’t see them, but they’re
still there. They might not be in your
line of vision. You try to ignore it and
think of everything but them and tell
yourself you don’t care. Then when
you’re alone, you can’t think of anything but them, and it’s like they’re
right there,” Hightower read.
Hightower said his poem “Think

Back” was inspired by hip-hop artist
J. Cole.
“I always feel like as you get older,
you get better and you think about all
of the things you had to let go to become who you are,” Hightower said.
“That’s what I thought about when I
wrote this poem.”
Devon Davis, a freshman business
major, also shared a personal piece
with the audience.
“All I have is just a minute, only
60 seconds in it, forced upon me.
Didn’t seek it, didn’t choose it, but it’s
up to me to use it,” Davis recited. “I
will suffer if I lose it, give a count if I
abuse it, just a tiny little minute, but
eternity is in it.”
Loren Dickson can be reached at 5812812 or ladickson@eiu.edu.

New citizen welcomes opportunities
By Carole Hodorowicz
Feature Reporter
On Ja n . 1 8 , a f t e r n e a r l y 1 5
y e a r s o f l i v i n g i n t h e Un i t e d
States, Jagoda Szostakiewicz, a
freshman English major, officially became a citizen of the United
States.
When she was just three years
old, Szostakiewicz and her mother
left Brzesko, Poland to live in the
U.S. to join her father.
Now, Szostakiewicz is the first
member of her family to go to college.
Growing up, Szostakie wicz’s
parents encouraged her to the
live the life they did not have for
themselves.
By attending Eastern, Szostakiewicz said she is fulfilling her parents’ wishes and achieving her own

goals while also being a role model
for her 10-year-old sister Suzana.
Applying to college was not a
familiar process for Szostakiewicz
and her parents.
She said the anxiousness affected her. She was tempted to give up

tant to Szostakiewicz, especially
because of her Polish roots.
Szostakiewicz even tutored her
parents while they were going
through the process of becoming
citizens while she prepared herself
for the ACT.

because I want to do everything,”
she said.
Starting out with a major in
math, she moved to history second
and is now an English major with
an art minor.

"I want to do well because my parents are trying their hardest to help me."
Jagoda Szostakiewicz, freshman English major

after applying to only one school.
Through the support of her mother, she regained the courage to apply to five more schools, and ultimately ended up getting accepted
to all six.
“I can’t screw up,” Szostakiewicz said. “I want to do well because my parents are trying their
hardest to help me.”
Family has always been impor-

“In Poland, everything is more
focused on family I would say,
while America is kind of more on
the individual,” she said.
Despite each country’s differences, Szostakiewicz embraces the
mentalities of both cultures.
That’s why when Szostakiewicz
came to Eastern, she was ready to
try everything.
“It’s hard for me to pick a major

Szostakiewicz said she wants to
teach high school sophomores and
juniors.
To keep her future students engaged, she plans to use the experience she will gain from being a
member of Hello Dali, Eastern’s
student improvisation group.

Citizen, page 5

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) — Republican Gov. Bruce Rauner gave more
specifics Wednesday on what tax hikes
he’d accept to end Illinois’ nearly twoyear budget stalemate, enduring derisive
laughter from Democratic legislators who
shelved his first two spending plans.
Rauner told the General Assembly
during an afternoon budget address that
spending cuts “need to be real — no
smoke and mirrors” and insisted his plan
would balance the budget. However, as
it stands, it would leave a $7 billion hole
without matching revenue.
If enacted as introduced Wednesday,
the state would spent nearly $40 billion,
22 percent more than the $33 billion in
revenue the plan counts on, according
to budget documents released after the
speech.
Sidestepping specifics, Rauner used
his third budget presentation to signal
his willingness to accept tax increases.
He struck an upbeat tone, praising “real
progress” the Senate had made in negotiating a compromise plan. It addresses
regulatory changes Rauner has demanded for two years but also an income-tax
increase to slice into a multibillion-dollar deficit.
Skittish lawmakers staring down a
Senate tax vote had urged the governor
to weigh in. Rauner said that, as a guideline, he’s open to a tax on services, such as
car repairs or haircuts, but would nix increased taxes on food, medicine or retirement income.
But Democrats who hold majorities in
both the House and Senate were unimpressed.
Illinois has been without a budget
since July 2015, two months after Rauner took office, the nation’s longest state
budget stalemate in nearly a century.
Rauner has insisted that a budget
agreement include regulatory and political changes such as cost-cutting restrictions on workers’ compensation and term
limits for officeholders. The Senate plan
includes some of his priorities, but also an
increase in the personal income tax rate
to 4.99 percent from 3.75 percent.
He said he wants a permanent property-tax freeze, not one limited to two years
as the Senate suggests. He said that’s only
fair if lawmakers approve a permanent
increase in the personal income tax rate
from 3.75 percent to 4.99 percent.
Even without an annual spending
plan, state government continues to operate largely because of court orders and intermittent appropriations by lawmakers.
But the picture is bleak. Without action, Illinois will have a $5.3 billion deficit when the current fiscal year ends June
30. There is a backlog of $11 billion in
overdue bills. State pension programs are
$130 billion short of what they need to
pay promised benefits to retired and current employees.
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Labor nominee withdraws
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High: 52°
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For more weather visit eiu.edu/eiuweather
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WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald Trump’s nominee for
labor secretary abruptly withdrew
his nomination Wednesday after
Senate Republicans balked at supporting him, in part over taxes he
belatedly paid on a former housekeeper not authorized to work in
the United States.
Fa s t - f o o d e xe c u t i ve A n d re w
Puzder issued a short statement
abandoning the effort, saying he
was “honored to have been cons i d e r e d b y Pr e s i d e n t D o n a l d
Trump to lead the Department of
Labor.”
White House spokesman Sean
Spicer said he had no information on any possible replacement.
Puzder’s nomination became part

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Organizers in cities across the U.S. are
telling immigrants to miss class, miss
work and not shop on Thursday as a
way to show the country how important they are to America’s economy
and way of life.
“A Day Without Immigrants” actions are planned in cities including
Philadelphia, Washington, Boston and
Austin, Texas.
The protest comes in response to
President Donald Trump and his
1-month-old administration. The Republican president has pledged to increase deportation of immigrants living in the country illegally, build a wall

along the Mexican border, and ban
people from certain majority-Muslim
countries from coming into the U.S.
He also has blamed high unemployment on immigration.
Employers and institutions in some
cities were already expressing solidarity Wednesday with immigrant workers. Washington restaurateur John Andrade said he would close his businesses Thursday, and David Suro, owner
of Tequilas Restaurant in Philadelphia
and a Mexican immigrant, said he also
planned to participate.
The Davis Museum at Wellesley
College in Massachusetts said it would
remove or shroud all artwork created

or given by immigrants to the museum through Feb. 21.
In New Mexico, the state with the
largest percentage of Hispanic residents in the nation, school officials
worried that hundreds of students may
stay home on Thursday.
Students who take part in the protest will receive an unexcused absence,
Albuquerque school officials said.
Organizers in Philadelphia said they
expect hundreds of workers and families to participate.
Almiron said that while community groups have not seen an uptick in
immigration raids in the city, residents
are concerned about the possibility.

BISMARCK, N.D. (AP) — The
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
plans to hire a contractor to accelerate cleanup efforts at a camp in
southern North Dakota that has
housed hundreds and sometimes
thousands of Dakota Access pipeline opponents.
Officials fear the camp near the
Cannonball River will soon flood
due to warm weather and rapid
snowmelt. They worry trash and
debris left behind by people who
have left in recent weeks might
pollute the Missouri River and other nearby waterways.
Local and federal officials estimate there's enough trash and debris in the camp to fill about 2,500
pickup trucks. Garbage ranges
from trash to building debris to
human waste, according to Morton
County Emergency Manager Tom
Doering.
The camp on federal land near
the pipeline route has dwindled to
a few hundred people as the battle over the $3.8 billion project to
move North Dakota oil to Illinois
has largely moved into the courts.
The Standing Rock Sioux and others believe a pipeline leak under
the Missouri River would contaminate water for millions of people.
Developer Energy Transfer Partners
says the pipeline is safe.
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6:00-6:45
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PM (DS)
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Werk!
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Guts, Guns and
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Kara
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PM (AR)
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LeAnn & Danielle

Werk!
Ashley
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paid taxes on the housekeeper until after Trump nominated him to
the Cabinet post Dec. 9 — five
years after he had fired the worker.
Ultimately, Republicans made
it clear that Puzder did not have
the votes for confirmation. They
blamed the Trump White House
for failing to adequately check his
background.
Democrats and their allies welcomed Puzder’s withdrawal, saying his corporate background and
opposition to such proposals as
a big hike in the minimum wage
made him an unfit advocate for
American workers at the top of
an agency charged with enforcing
protections.

Immigrants plan to protest

Corrections
The Daily Eastern News is committed to accuracy in its
coverage of the news. Any factual error the staff finds
or is made aware of by its readers will be corrected as
promptly as possible. Please report any factual error
you find to Editor-in-Chief Kalyn Hayslett at 581-2812.

Printed by Eastern Illinois University
on soy ink and recycled paper.

of a streak of contentious confirmation battles and haphazard
White House actions, including a
botched rollout of Trump’s executive order on refugees.
Se n . L a m a r A l e x a n d e r, w h o
would have chaired Puzder’s confirmation hearing Thursday, issued a terse statement saying the
nominee would have made an “excellent” labor secretary, but “I respect his decision” to quit pursuing the post.
Puzder spokesman George
Thompson said his boss was a victim of “an unprecedented smear
campaign.”
What troubled majority Republicans most of all was Puzder’s acknowledgement that he had not

Protester's
camp to be
cleaned up

Cycle
Tyler

Power Yoga
Kristi
Ab Attack
Kristi
Yoga
Jenna

HIIT FIT
Holly
Yoga
Tyler

Cycle
LeAnn

Cycle
Danielle

Friday

Body Bar
Anastasiya

Evaluations are
availale at every
class. Please let
us know how we
are doing and
what else you
would like to
see!

Follow us on
Instagram for
updates:

Cycle
Ashley

@eiugroupfitness
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By Mallory Kutnick
Campus Reporter | @DEN_News
For some, coming to college
means chasing lifelong dreams.
For others, it means experimenting and trying to find purpose in
life.
Students decide on their majors
for many different reasons.
Brandy Matthews, a sophomore
sociology major, found her calling
in life from a single class.
“It was interesting, the way they
applied concepts for society and
why society is the way it is,” Matthews said of the introductory sociology course she took as a freshman.
Matthews originally planned to
become a teacher, but she chose
sociology instead of having to take
the ACT again.
Haley Flanagan, a senior environmental studies major, started
college studying to become a vet-

erinarian, but said she eventually
concluded that she was more interested in conserving and sustaining the world around her.
“I always knew I wanted to do
something in biology,” Flanagan
said.
Other students have found influence in family members. Martina Karmakar, a graduate student
studying business administration,
grew up in the textile industry, as
her father owns a business making
fabrics in India.
Karmakar said she enjoys the
process of adding chemicals and
dying the fabrics. Eventually, she
wants to design the machiner y
necessary for the industry.
Monica Burney, a graduate student studying history, found her
interest at a young age, sparked
by curiosity regarding her veteran
grandfather’s refusal to open up to
her about his experiences in World
War II. Since then, Burney has

been interested in different periods of time at different phases of
her life.
She did not hesitate to declare
history as her major, as an undergraduate and graduate student.

THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS | NEWS

She declared her major immediately upon entering Parkland College in Champaign.
Still others are shaped by personal experiences.

mean for their futures.
Su c h w a s t h e c a s e f o r S e t h
Stutzman, a senior biology and
chemistry major who has chosen
to focus on pre-med and biochemistry.

“It was interesting, the way they applied concepts for society and why society is the way it is”
-Brandy Matthews sophomore sociology major
“I’ve always been interested in
the subject,” Burney said. “I’m fascinated by how things play out.”
The right instructor at the right
time can be influential as well,
as was the case with Madeleine
Stone, a junior psychology major, whose high school psychology
teacher introduced her to the subject and made her enjoy studying
the brain and its functions.
“I fell in love with it,” Stone
said.

Rachel Lindhart, a graduate student studying college student affairs, enjoyed majoring in Spanish for her undergraduate degree
at Central College in Pella, Iowa.
She studied abroad for a semester each in Mexico and Spain, and
now she wants to work as an academic adviser for international education.
Some students may find themselves changing majors because of
what their previous majors could

The 28-year-old originally
wanted to become a medical doctor, but further research told him
starting such a career could interfere with his opportunities to
start a family at an age he considers young enough. He also said
he prefers research, an aspect he
would not be able to use as an
M.D.
Mallory Kutnick can be reached at
581-2812 or mbkutnick@eiu.edu.

Discussion connects historical issues to present day
By Kennedy Nolen
Multicultural Reporter |
@KennedyNolenEIU
A group of faculty and students
met Tuesday to explore issues of slavery addressed by Frederick Douglass in his Finsbury Chapel reception
speech.
The group connected his ideas
from 1846 to relevant topics in today’s society.
Douglass’ speech is full of compelling anecdotes describing the reality
of slavery in detail, said Richard England, dean of the Honors College.
In the speech, Douglass talked about the horrors of whipping,

branding and physical torture slaves
went through, as well as the separation of couples at slave markets.
One of the main questions Douglass asked was how slavery could exist in a country that professes to be
Christian.
Douglass contrasted the Christianity of people in the United States
to the Christians he spoke to in England.
“What does it mean to be free?”
England asked the group.
Political science professor Kevin
Anderson said personal interests and
concerns of people being enslaved
were not taken into account.
It was all economically driven, he

said.
During the discussion, Anderson
brought up an instance from 2000
in which a man named Jarrett Adams was wrongly convicted of raping
a woman at the University of Wisconsin.
Later, Adams appealed the sentence
and was freed, Anderson said.
On the contrary, Anderson said,
Douglass did not have the choice to
appeal his enslavement.
The debate between people for
abortion and people opposing abortion is similar to the debate had in
the 19th century on slavery as both
sides had very strong opinions, England said.

Now @ THE TARBLE
Exhibitions
Firelei Báez: Vessels of Genealogies
Reaching Into Inﬁnity: Chul Hyun Ahn
Eli Craven: P.S.
Phantasmagoria

He said some people found slavery
morally unjust, and the opposing side
saw it as beneficial to the economy.
England said the economy of the
South depended on the work done by
slaves, yet the economy of the North
did not, causing conflict.
The development of the cotton
gin and the Industrial Revolution
also brought different opinions about
whether slavery was right or wrong,
he said.
England said climate change in
today’s society also has conflicting
views, which root back to the economy.
He said people who are comfortable with spending money on ethi-

cally sourced food and goods will do
so, but the ones who cannot afford it
would not be willing to.
People choose what will benefit
them financially, just as people did
when slavery was legal, Anderson
said.
Not everyone is going to buy a
more expensive item with ethical benefits when a cheaper product is on the
market, he added.
People at that time and people today still think relatively similarly
when it comes to social issues and injustice, England said.
Kennedy Nolen can be reached at
581-2812 or kdnolen@eiu.edu.
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Snack Evolution

Cindy Huff

Keep an eye
out for scams
Staff Editorial
targeting our State institutions still worried over budget
senior citizens

COURTNEY SHEPHERD | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Have you ever gotten a phone call from
someone that you did not know telling you that
you have won a big prize from a lottery ticket
that you never even bought, and they were located somewhere overseas and wanted you to send
them money so that they could send your winnings to you?
Most of us are smart enough to know that
this is a scam and would never give out or send
out our private information and or our money
to scammers. We all have heard the golden rule:
“If it sounds too good to be true, it probably
is.” Thousands of people are taken advantage of
every year by fraudulent schemes that can cost
them their life savings; many of these people are
part of the elderly population.
Senior citizens who live alone often become
victims of financial scams because scammers see
them as lonely and easy prey. The scammer will
call them on the phone pretending to be a cousin of a cousin or some sort of acquaintance that
the senior knows nothing about but is willing
to believe. Since they are getting older, family
members have died off and they are eager to find
a long-lost cousin or relative from the past.
The caller will go on to explain that they have
had some sort of trouble while out of town and
need money that can be wired from the senior’s
bank account to a Western Union office at a certain location for pick-up. The scammer gets the
money and the senior citizen never hears from
them again.
Some senior citizens are unwilling to come
forward because they are embarrassed that they
have been conned. It is up to all of us to protect
the elderly from getting scammed. If you have
elderly relatives or grandparents that live alone,
alert them to the possibility of scams and also
about what type of scams are going around.
The latest one is the grandparent scam, when
someone pretends to be a grandson or granddaughter that has had an accident and needs
money wired to them right away for pick-up
at Western Union or Wal-Mart in the form of
a MoneyGram to help them fix their car. They
beg the senior citizen not to tell their parents or
else they will get in trouble. Worried about their
grandchild being alone and stranded, the grandparent sends the money.
The scam goes something like this. The scammer will place a call to an older person and
when the elderly person picks up, they will say
something along the lines of “Hi Grandma, do
you know who this is?”
When the grandparent starts guessing which
one of her grandchildren it is by saying the
name of her grandchild that the person calling
most sounds like, the scammer has established
a fake identity without having done any background research and grandma or grandpa loses the cash without even realizing they have just
been conned.
Keeping your family members informed and
alert about the latest scams just might prevent
them from losing their retirement funds.
Cindy Huff is an aging studies graduate
student. She can be reached
at 581-2812 or clhuff2@eiu.edu.

For every day Illinois continues to spend
money without a budget, the state dives $11
million further into debt.
Illinois has spent two years without a budget, leaving state institutions anxious.
However, despite Gov. Bruce Rauner’s optimistic outlook on his new budget proposal,
that anxiety does not look like it will be going
anywhere anytime soon.
“We must think anew and act anew,” Rauner said, quoting Abraham Lincoln during his
announcement of his proposal for a state budget over Facebook Live Wednesday afternoon.
“Together, Democrats and Republicans are
now thinking anew,” Rauner said during his
speech. “Though it’s taken us two years to get
here, for the first time, legislators from both
parties are standing together to say that Illinois must have structural change to grow our
economy, create good jobs in every part of
our state (and) that budgets must be truly balanced for the long term and that to achieve
this, changes must be made to fix our broken
system.”
If there was one thing Rauner stressed during his speech, it was that the Democrats and
Republicans need to finally agree and come
together to agree on a budget proposal and
that jobs need to be and will be created.
Although nothing has been officially
passed, Rauner called the said agreement be-

tween both parties “real progress.”
“Our proposal on the coming fiscal year focuses on the future. It shows how Illinois can
be more compassionate if we become more
competitive,” Rauner said. “While proposing
economic changes it also focuses on the fabric of our society; investing in schools, public safety, criminal justice reform and human
services.”
This is fine, but very little detail was given. The speech was redundant, drawn-out and
painstakingly vague.
“For decades, our state passed unsustainable budgets, spent money we didn’t have,
borrowed and taxed to chase the spending, and drove job creators out of our state,”
Rauner said. “Citizens in every community of
Illinois know that we’ve been on the wrong
track for years.”
Rauner did a fine job at stating the painfully obvious. Exactly how will we cut our
spending? How will we bring jobs back into
our state?
Rauner noted that he has spoken to many
businesses who were interested in investing
in Illinois’ job market, but what companies?
Where will they place their investments?
Only a few numbers were presented, but
no actual figures were given regarding exactly
where and how much money will be distributed throughout the state .

The only mention of federal funding for
higher education was a brief comment regarding a 10 percent increase, or $36 million
more, to MAP Grant funding so “students
can focus on learning and not their next tuition bill.”
Although it is great that MAP grants were
suggested for funding, this does not describe
what will happen to higher education funding overall.
His speech did little to give the students,
faculty and staff in higher education something to look forward to.
Schools such as Eastern have yet to see the
progress Rauner so glowingly spoke of.
Again, very little was said detailing how
legislation planned to if the current state of
Illinois’ economy.
Although Rauner’s speech spoke of looking
to the future, it is hard to do so when no outcomes have been shown.
Of course, we want what Rauner wants: for
both parties to come to a compromise, but we
also want results, not excuses.
We want the stalemate to end and action
to be taken. We want both parties to set aside
their differences and put their money where
their mouth is.
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.

The first black Bachelorette is long overdue
I spent my Valentine’s day in a true fashion of romance—eating pizza and making
my boyfriend watch the latest episode of The
Bachelor. Because what is more romantic
than watching twenty women fight for the
attention of one man?
I am aware of the show’s downfalls. Even
so, it is fun to watch the drama unfold. It is
a guilty pleasure that helps me escape reality,
despite it being called reality television.
I can get past the fake, over-the-top romantic gestures. I can see through the questionable, sometimes scripted plot. But there
is one element of the franchise (The Bachelor, The Bachelorette and the spin-offs) that
makes me uneasy.
The Bachelor is a predominantly white
show. Forbes reported in 15 years, with 21
seasons of The Bachelor and 12 seasons of
The Bachelorette, all but one lead, who was
Latin-American, were white.
It does not take much time for the average viewer to notice the lack of diversity, and
it extends beyond who is cast as lead. Out of
twenty contestants, only a handful are black.
The show typically promotes within, meaning one of the contestants on The Bachelor
is likely to become the Bachelorette and vice
versa.
The contestant who is promoted usually
has to be on the show for a long period of
time, so he/she can face heartbreak and the
audience can get attached.
The odds for black constants are dismal.
Fusion.net reported 59 percent of black contestents are sent home within the first two

Megan Ivey
weeks. So not only does the show cast fewer African-Americans, but they are also more
likely to be eliminated early on.
I noticed this pitfall when I started watching the show four years ago, hoping and
waiting for some kind of change.
The franchise announced Monday it will
be casting its first black lead, Rachel Lindsay, as the next Bachelorette. Lindsay posted
a photo on Instagram with her excitement,
using the hashtags #thankful, #blackhistorymonth and #historic.
At first, I was super excited. Lindsay was
one of my favorites this season, and I called
her having a major role, if not being the next
Bachelorette.
Then, I was angry. This might be making
history in the confines of the show, but is it
really historic?
The entire country voted for a black president twice before some producers of a popular reality television show decided to cast a
black lead. I am happy to see progress, but it
is hard to congratulate a franchise that just

now, after hearing criticisms, decided to give
an African-American the spotlight.
Instead of applauding the franchise, I
found myself wondering why I have watched
something for so long that did not reflect my
values.
Forbes reported less than 10 percent of the
franchises viewers are black, according to the
television ratings company Nielsen.
This is not a valid reason for why there are
fewer black contestants. Being a white viewer
does not mean I only want to see white people on a show. It is a misguided, dated way
of thinking.
Despite my frustration, I will watch Lindsay’s season. The franchise needs to see that
views or ratings will not drop when a black
lead is cast. I am also interested to see if the
contestants will be more diverse.
Lindsay has not yet been eliminated on
The Bachelor. The latest episode showed
her and the Bachelor, who is white, discussing meeting each others’ families. He asked,
“Have you ever brought home a white guy
before?”
Shows like The Bachelor make me realize how much society still needs to overcome. Conversations such as these need to
be shown in entertainment. We do not have
to pretend that interracial dating issues no
longer exist, but we should have an accurate
representation of diversity in relationships.
Megan Ivey is a senior journalism major. She
can be reached at 581-2812 or mkivey@eiu.edu.
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Citizen

CONTINUED FROM PAGE1
At first, Szostakiewicz was hesitant to join it because she thought
she did not have enough time.
But after going to a show and seeing her friend perform, Szostakiewicz said her mind was set.
“I was just like, ‘I want to do
this,’” she said.
On Tuesday, Feb. 21, Szostakiewicz will perform in her first Hello
Dali show with the stage name “Pure
Happiness.”
The opportunities and classes
Szostakiewicz has at Eastern are different than the ones she had in Poland, where she went to college for
one year.
In Poland, Szostakiewicz said she
took classes that taught her to sew
and waltz.
However, there are some parts of
Poland Szostakiewicz said she wishes
she could bring to America.
The architecture is beautiful, she
said, especially in Kraków, a city
known for its buildings reminiscent of
Renaissance-era designs.
Szostakiewicz said spring “lights up
everything” in Poland, especially the
forest near her home.
But if she had to choose one
time during the year to visit Poland,
Szostakiewicz would pick Christmas.
She has not spent a Christmas in Poland with her family since she was

three years old.
Even though Szostakiewicz cannot celebrate the holiday in her native
country, her family brings Poland to
Rolling Meadows through several traditions.
On Christmas Eve, the family dines
on 12 dishes, none of which contain
any meat. Before the meal can begin,
the family members break Christmas
wafers, known as “oplatek,” to symbolize what family members want for
each other in the next year, such as
wishes of good health and prosperity.
“We have this belief that if something happens during this time, it’s
going to happen the whole year. Say
you spill a glass of juice, well you’re
going to be spilling things the whole
year,” Szostakiewicz said.
With being the first member of
her family to attend college, officially becoming a citizen and preparing
for her debut as a part of Hello Dali,
Szostakiewicz said she is looking forward to the rest of her college career.
“All of my life I would have to put
permanent resident on everything—
ACTs, job applications, everything,”
she said. “But now, I can just say I’m
a citizen.”
Carole Hodorowicz can be reached at
581-2812 or cdhodorowicz@eiu.edu.
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Dream Dance
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Freshman Katherine Gallaher, right, and Starr Winburn, members of the Pink Panthers Dance Team perform
during halftime of the women’s basketball game Wednesday at Lantz Arena. Gallaher, a special education major has been a competive dance member since she was 7-years-old and said she wanted to be a member of the
Pink Panthers since her days visiting her brother at Eastern and watching the dance team perform. She plans
to become a high school special education teacher after graduation.

CAA to hear from two jeopardized programs
Staff Report
The Council of Academic Affairs will hear from two of the
groups being considered for elimination or consolidation at its

meeting Tuesday.
According to the agenda, the
bachelor’s program in Adult and
Community Education and philosophy are scheduled to present
to the CAA and answer its ques-

tions in response to Workgroup
no.7’s recommendations.
The Africana Studies program’s
p re s e n t a t i o n w a s c a n c e l e d , a s
in an email from James OchwaEchel, the coordinator of the pro-

gram, indicated it would be repetitive of a response Africana Studies already provided to Workgroup
no.7, which looked at academic
programs during the vitalization
project.

The News staff can be reached at 5812812 or dennewsdesk@gmail.com.

Women’s studies department to give out awards
Sraff Report
The women’s studies department will be giving out awards
as part of Women’s History and
Awareness Month.
Students can submit essays or
papers with a feminist perspective to the Women’s Studies Essay
2017 Contest.
According to a press release, pa-

pers written during the previous
calendar year or the spring semester are eligible.
Cash awards will be given to
graduate and undergraduate winners at the Women’s History and
Awareness Month awards reception in March.
Submissions are due March 1
and can be sent or delivered to
English professor Daiva Markelis,

mailroom Coleman Hall 3155.
Any woman who has made
significant contributions to
the community or Eastern can
b e n o m i n a t e d f o r t h e Wo m a n o f Ac h i e ve m e n t Aw a rd .
The Deadline to nominate someone is March 3. Letters of nomination can be sent to English
professor Melissa Ames, mail room Coleman Hall 3155.

The third award sponsored by
women’s studies is the “Woman
of Artistic Vision and Excellence”
award.
“Anyone can nominate a female
student who has demonstrated artistic vision and excellence, or any
student doing Women’s Studiesrelated work of such caliber,” the
press release said.
Submissions are due March 1.

Those interested can send letters
of nomination to English professor Charlotte Pence, mailroom
Coleman Hall 3155.
The News staff can be reached at
581-2812 or dennewsdesk@gmail.
com.

6

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2017

THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS |SPORTS

Freshmen put forth strong effort

By Sean Hastings
Sports Editor| @DEN_Sports

The Eastern softball team
got its season off to a fast start
finishing 3-1 in the first tournament including back-toback run-rule games. Eastern
won its final two games 10-0.
The biggest thing Eastern
had to do this year was fill
the spots of its 2016 graduates. And after only one weekend, the freshmen definitely
stepped up.
Freshmen outfielder Mia
Davis and catcher Haley
Mitchell combined for 12 hits
and 10 run batted ins in the
opening weekend. Davis had
seven hits and four RBIs and
Mitchell racked up five hits
and six RBIs.
Eastern also had two freshman pitchers get some innings
in. Katie Grunert pitched 2.1
innings and allowed one run
on one hit. Allison Golic
pitched one scoreless inning
and struck out one.
The Panthers will play in
the North Florida Tournament this weekend and are
slated for five games. Eastern
will open with a double header against South Dakota and
North Florida on Friday.
T h e y w i l l h a ve a n o t h er double header with South

Carolina and Kansas on Saturday and wrap up the weekend with North Florida on
Sunday.
Eastern also got a usual
strong pitching performance
from both junior Jessica Wireman and Michelle Rogers.
Wireman pitched 9.1 innings over the weekend and
Rogers went 9 innings. Rogers finished the weekend with
an unblemished 2-0 record.
Wireman went 1-1 as she
took a loss to Miami Ohio.
She gave up six runs but
only three were earned. Miami Ohio put together a
3-run first inning, but all
three runs were not charged
to Wireman.
Coach Kim Schuette said
prior to the season that these
games are exciting for everyone because they get to see
who are “gamers” and they
get to play a team other than
themselves in Lantz Arena.
First pitch for the opening
game against South Dakota is
set for 10:15 a.m. and the second game of the double header on Friday against North
Florida will start at 2:45 p.m..

ACROSS
1 Route follower
4 ___ Conference
7 Word following
1-/4-Across,
appropriately
12 Not clued in
14 The scandal
of Watergate,
essentially
17 Its distance is
measured within
a meter
18 Japanese flowerarranging art
19 Going “Huh?!?”
20 Pours a certain
way
21 Brewing need
24 Subject of some
prep classes
25 Vents frustration
29 Some piano
music
33 Edwin M. ___,
war secretary
under Lincoln
34 Slipped by

35 Government
stance on texting
while driving
36 Santa ___
37 Word following
35-/36-Across,
appropriately
38 Throw on the
floor
40 How things
typically are
43 Lamebrains
44 Fruity libation
45 Give meds
46 Ones attending
to patients, for
short
47 Tiny bit
51 Pity evoker
55 Called from a
stall, say
58 Sequentially
59 What you might
accidentally try
to put your head
through when
getting into a
sweater
60 Antacid brand
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61 “Dude!”
62 ___ doll
63 Words following
61-/62-Across,
appropriately
DOWN
1 “___ how?”
(words of
disbelief)

Beautiful 1 and 2 bedroom apartments. Cathedral ceilings, walk-in
closets, fitness center, sundeck,
trash, water included. Very clean,
safe, quiet environment. Great for
grad students, upperclassmen, or
non-traditional students. Short and
long term leases. Best prices in
town. 815-600-3129. Leave message.
_________________________ 2/9
Awesome 3 bedroom townhouse.
Call 24 hours for details.
(217) 549-2668.
________________________ 2/28

FILE PHOTO| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Edited by Will Shortz
1

4

5

6

13

21

43

5 Some are named
after presidents

45

22

7 Biting

59

8 Put a finger on,
in a way

61

10

11
15

23

16

24
26

27

28

29

30

31

32

34
36

37

39

IF YOU THOUGHT ALL THE
“GOOD” HOMES WERE GONE FOR
NEXT YEAR COME SEE THIS
HOUSE! LOOKING FOR A BIG
HOUSE AND AWESOME LOCATION FOR FALL 2017? 6 Bedroom
House, Close to Campus & Huge
Bedrooms at 1024 6th Street.
THIS HOME WON’T LAST LONG!
CALL NOW FOR A SHOWING: 815717-8995.
________________________ 2/14

40

41

42

7 bedroom House- Washer, dryer,
dishwasher C/A Near Rec center. Includes trash and yard care $265.00
each 217-549-6967
________________________ 2/22
5 Bedroom house- washer, dryer,
dishwasher C/A Buzzard Area. Includes trash yard care. $285.00
each 217-5496967
________________________ 2/22

44
46
47

55

9

20

33

4 Entree in a shell

8

Leasing for 2017-2018 affordable
1& 2 bedroom apartments, 6 & 4
bedroom house near campus great
location, Village Rentals
(217) 345-2516
________________________ 2/21

18

25

38

7

No. 0112

14

19

35

10 Onetime CW
sitcom

3

17

3 Instrument in
swing

9 With, to Renoir

2

12

2 Spanish article

6 Something a
shopaholic might
be in

For rent
OUR MOST POPULAR, “WAITLISTED” HOME JUST BECAME
AVAILABLE FOR FALL 2017! 6
Bedroom House located at 1024
6th Street. Huge Deck, Big Covered Front Porch, Large Bedrooms, Tons of Parking & Close to
Campus! Call 708-772-3711 to
schedule a tour and info!
________________________ 2/14

The New York Times Syndication
Junior Sales
Jessica Corporation
Wireman fires a pitch in a game against Austin
Sean
Hastings
can beNew York, N.Y. 10018
620
Eighth
Avenue,
Peay last year at Williams Field. The Panthers will play in the
reached
at 581-2812 or
For Information
Call: North
1-800-972-3550
Florida Tournament this weekend. They will play five
smhastings@eiu.edu.
For
Release Thursday, games.
February 16, 2017

Crossword

CLASSIFIEDS

56

48

49

57

50

51

52

53

2 bedroom house - washer, dryer
dishwasher C/A Buzzard Area. Includes trash yard care $335.00 each
217-549-6967
________________________ 2/22
Apartments 1/2 block to campus 4
bedroom and 3 bedroom $250
each Includes trash 217-549-6967
________________________ 2/22
Looking for 3-4 responsible students to rent a nice house affordable for the right party interested in
pursuing an education at Eastern
call (217) 345-2516
________________________ 2/21
Recently Remodeled Student Rental (217) 962-0790
________________________ 3/10
Spring, Summer and Fall 1, 2, 3 & 4
bedroom apartments, as low as
$222.50. Some close to campus
Carlyle Apartments. (217) 348-7746
www.CharlestonILApts.com
________________________ 3/15
STUDIO, 1 & 2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS AVAILABLE. FALL 2017.
Great locations. Please contact us
for more information.
(217) 348-8249 or visit our website at ppwrentals.com.
________________________ 3/13
Fall 2017. Very nice houses, townhouses, and apartments for 1-8
people. 1-3 blocks from campus.
Rent $250 - $400 per person. Call
(217) 493-7559.
www.myeiuhome.com
_________________________ 5/1
Close to campus. Nice, clean apartments. 1 and 2 bedroom. Starting
at $250 a bedroom. For spring semester 2017, fall semester 2017. No
pets. Fully furnished except beds.
Off-street parking and laundry onsite. Some restrictions do apply.
Call or text (314) 334-3994.
_________________________ 5/2
NEED 6 BEDROOMS? DRIVE BY
THIS HOUSE!!! 1024 6th STREET.
ANNUAL WAIT-LISTED HOUSE
NOW AVAILABLE FOR FALL 2017!
CALL 708-772-3711 FOR TOURS
AND INFO.
________________________ 2/14

54

58

10 Year Price ROLLBACK!
1-2 PERSON RENTALS

60
62

For rent

63

www.woodrentals.com

PUZZLE BY JOE KROZEL

52 Like Mr. X, but
39 Out of bed, in a
not Malcolm X
way?
11 It could carry
41 Cleaned just
28 Hitches
a tune in the
53 Dummy
before drying
1950s
42 Atomic clock
29 Times when
13 Big brand of
components
54 Where annoying
musicians don’t
sports equipment
things stick
play
48 “Well, I guess”
15 Savage
49 Marketer’s start?
30 Leader of the
55 Arrest
16 Walloped
50 Gulf of ___
pack
(waters off
21 Subject of an old
56 Foozle
the coast of
31 Ancient physician
wives’ tale?
Djibouti)
22 Its postal codes
32 Pulling a prank
51 Voice-activated
57 “If you ask me
start with K,
assistant
…,” in texts
outside a house
L, M, N and
P — but, oddly,
Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 7,000 past
not O
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
23 Well-known octet Read about and comment on each puzzle: nytimes.com/wordplay.
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/studentcrosswords.
26 Old video game
maker

Call for appointment to view!

27 Coffee shop
offering

Run like a panther.
217-581-2816

1512 A Street / 345-4489

Print, Online, and Email...three GREAT ways to get your ad seen and customers at your door!

Call DEN Advertising at 217-581-2816

Like the Daily Eastern News on Facebook to get
all the latest news and sports info!
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Swim team finishes day 1 at conference
By Tyler McCluskey
Assistant Sports Editor | @McCluskeySports

The men’s and women’s swim teams began their
four-day Summit League Championship meet on
Wednesday at IUPUI after almost a month off
from competition.
For the first day, the events were the 200-yard
medley relay and the 800-yard freestyle relay for
both the men and women. The Panthers are in last
place in the standings for both teams after day one
with the men having 52 points, trailing the leader
Denver with 80. The women have 48 points while
IUPUI leads with 119.
The Panthers saw some personal best times in
their respective events. In the 800-yard freestyle
relay, the team of freshman Karleen Gernady, senior Fallyn Shwake, senior Paige Eavenson had
their best times during their event. Coach Jacqueline Michalski said that sophomore Martee
Grainger was “just a hair off,” of her personal best.
The team took seventh place with the total time
of 7:56.01.
“We had some small mistakes that we can easily fix and make adjustments for to make ourselves better for the next three days,” Michalski
said. “Looking forward to getting some rest tonight, getting some great swims in over the next
three days.”
The team of freshman Kailey Adcock, freshman
Gloria Gonzales, senior Sydney Jarrard and sophomore Caro LaMarque did not place in the 800yard freestyle but finished with a time of 8:22.19.
Sophomore Nick Harkins had his best 50yard split of the season, a personal best of 20.56.
Harkins, along with junior Patrick Wood, junior
Matt Jacobs, and senior Brogan O’Doherty took
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The Panthers wrapped up day one of the Summit League Championships Wednesday at IUPUI. Eastern is set to swim Thursday,
Friday and Saturday. The tournament will be the end of the season.
sixth place in the 200-yard medley relay, with a
total time of 1:33.98. Finishing with the time of
1:40.56 in the same event was freshman Colin
Frazee, sophomore Logan Long, junior Shamus
Shields and sophomore Tyler Parrish.
For the men in the 800-yard freestyle relay, the
team of Harkins, junior Brandon Robbins, junior Jennings Soccorso-McCoy, junior Steve Fish-

man finished in the time of 6:52.94 which was
good enough for a sixth place finish. Finishing behind them with a time of 7:11.46 was the team of
sophomore Alex Laleian, sophomore Pat Stingle,
junior Bryan McPherson, and junior Ben Pitlock.
For the women’s side of the 200-yard medley,
the team of sophomore Lauren Oostman, junior
Dani DiMatteo, freshman Rachel Manderscheid

and Grainger took seventh place touching the wall
at 1:48.43. Finishing a couple of spots behind
them in the time of 1:54.42 was freshman Julia
Martin, junior Niki Beringer, junior Renae Johnson and freshman Jaelyn Williams.
Tyler McCluskey can be reached at 581-2812 or
at trmccluskey@eiu.edu.

Eastern set for biggest game of year
By Sean Hastings
Sports Editor| @DEN_Sports
With the way the standings are set right
now for the Eastern basketball team, a 2-1 record to finish off the season could get them in
the OVC Tournament. The Panthers are one
game behind Tennessee State for the No. 8
seed.
The Panthers will play Austin Peay Thursday, Murray State Saturday and Southern Illinois Edwardsville Feb. 25 to finish off the regular season. For the Panthers, a win against
SIUE is probable as the cougars are winless in
OVC play.
A win against 7-5 Murray State will be
tough. Eastern lost 83-72 earlier in the season.
That is why a win against Austin Peay is a necessity.
Tennessee State has a bit of a tougher end
to its season as it will play Belmont and Morehead State, the top two teams in the OVC.
And Eastern is going to need Tennessee State
to lose both of those games so Eastern can
pick up a game on the Tigers.
Eastern holds the tiebreaker if the two
teams were to finish with matching records.
Eastern is riding a two-game win streak
,with its latest being an overtime thriller against Southeast Missouri, where junior
Muusa Dama took over the game in the over-

time period. Dama scored nine out of the 15
points Eastern scored in overtime.
Junior Montell Goodwin also caught fire
in the last two games and it earned him OVC
player of the week and OVC Newcomer of the
week.
He tied a career high with 22 points in the
Panthers’ win against Tennessee-Martin Thursday and broke his career high with 24 points
against Southeast Missouri.
Eastern’s best chance to make the tournament will be as the No. 8 seed, but that did
not seem to matter last year for Austin Peay.
The Governors won last year’s OVC tournament as the No. 8 seed.
Eastern had dominance all over the court
besides the performances from Dama in overtime and Goodwin all game. Eastern had three
players that game record double doubles.
Dama, junior Ray Crossland and senior Demetrius McReynolds recorded double doubles
in the win against Southeast Missouri.
Dama had 14 points and a career high 18
rebounds in the game. Crossland scored 15
points and brought down 11 rebounds and
McReynolds picked up 11 points and grabbed
10 rebounds.
Dama also broke the single season block record.
Everything the Panthers had missed at one
point or another was present in that win and

WHERE THERE’S CHOICE,

THERE’S HOPE.

Abortion Care Up to 24 Weeks
Appointments are available this week.
Most women need only one visit.
Ask for student discount.

618-451-5722 | HOPECLINIC.COM
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Ray Crossland makes a move to the basket against the Austin Peay defenders Saturday, Jan. 14 at Lantz Arena. He ended up with 6 points in the loss to the Governors.
having it against Austin Peay will be key.
Tip off is set for 7 p.m. in Clarksville, Tennessee.

Teach an activity!
-Canoe
-Gymnastics
-English Riding
-Softball
-Basketball
-Hockey
-Lacrosse
-Art
-Theatre
-Dance
-Pottery
Call us today!
1-800-997-4347

Come teach
your passion
this summer.
Looking for males and
females to join our staff
at Tripp Lake camp for
Girls in Poland, Maine.
Positions run June to
August. Apply online at
www.tripplakecamp.com

Sean Hastings can be reached at 581-2812 or
smhastings@eiu.edu.
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DENSportsdesk@gmail.com
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Panther lose 66-57 on Senior night
By Mark Shanahan
Women’s Basketball Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern women’s basketball
team was officially eliminated from
the Ohio Valley Conference postseason tournament after a 66-57 loss at
home to the Murray State Racers.
It was a bittersweet end to a great
career for senior Erica Brown, who
recorded a double-double with 23
points and 14 rebounds in her final
game at Lantz Arena. Junior Grace
Lennox had a big night for Eastern also with 18 points and eight rebounds. Lennox played all 40 minutes and Brown played 39. Eastern
had trouble finding any offense elsewhere with sophomore Carmen Tellez
the next highest scorer at six points.
Graduate assistant student manager Ann Duncan and student assistant
coach along with Brown were honored before the game on senior night.
Murray State had four players
reach double figures with Bria Bethea
leading the way with a team-high 22
points along with 10 rebounds. Kyra
Gulledge also had a double-double with 10 points and 11 rebounds.
LeAsia Wright had 14 points with
a team-high four assists and Abria
Gulledge finished with 10 points.
Eastern coach Debbie Black liked
the effort, but the Panthers could not
make the shots needed to win this
game.
“The game before this, I was disgusted, we all know that,” Black said.
“But this was effort, we gave effort,
we had a chance to win this. Honestly, they did everything we asked them
to do, but we did not make shots. I
don’t think they did anything to stop
us.”
Eastern fought and kept up with
Murray State for the majority of the
game. After the first quarter, Eastern
trailed 19-16 after Lennox made one
of two free throws. Eastern shot 44
percent in the first quarter and Murray State was shooting 33 percent
from the field. Five points from the
free-throw line for the Racer’s was the
difference in the first quarter.
Lennox took over for the Panther’s
offense in the second quarter scoring
six points. Eastern outscored Mur-
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Senior forward Erica Brown takes a shot in the first half of her final home game at Lantz Arena on Wednesday. Brown finished with 23 points and 14
rebounds in the Panthers’ 66-57 loss to Murray State.

ray State 13-11 in the second quarter,
but Eastern trailed 30-29 going in the
half. A 3-pointer from Jasmine Borders gave Murray State the lead with
15 seconds remaining in the second
quarter. Lennox led all scorers with
11 points at the half and Brown added 10 points.
The third quarter was even for
both teams as they each scored 15
points. Brown and Lennox each had
six points in the third and fresh-

man Zharia Lenoir added a 3-pointer. Bethea scored seven points in the
quarter for Murray State and Wright
had six. A layup at the end of the
third quarter by Brown made it a
one-point game heading into the final quarter.
Murray State pulled away in the
fourth quarter and the Panther’s fouling at the end of the game made the
victory look bigger than it really was.
Brown was the main source of offense

for the Panthers, with seven points in
the fourth quarter. Eastern could not
make the open shots to get back in
the game and Murray State improved
to 15-11 on the season and 7-6 in the
OVC. The Panther’s fall to 8-18 and
4-10 in the OVC.
Eastern did a good job shutting
down one of the conference’s leading scorers in Ke’Shunan James who
had five points and 13 rebounds. The
Racers were able to find offense from

other players however, which hurt the
Panther’s.
Eastern will be on the road for its
final two games starting with Austin
Peay on Saturday.
Mark Shanahan can be
reached at 581-2812 or
mmshanahan@eiu.edu.

Brown scores 23 in final home game
By JJ Bullock
Women’s Basketball | @DEN_SPorts
Eastern senior Erica Brown had a
game to remember in what will be
her final appearance as a Panther in
Lantz Arena Wednesday night in a
66-57 loss to Murray State.
Brown finished with a game high
23 points on 11-20 shooting and
had 14 rebounds, both figures falling two short of her career highs.
Usually found in the paint grinding for layups and rebounds, Brown
stepped out of her comfort zone,
and for her final shot at Lantz Arena, she lined up from the top of the
arc and drained a three-pointer.
While the personal accolades in
her final game were great, Brown
would have much rather seen her
team exit with a victory.
“I guess personally my points
were there but I would have rather come out with a win for my last
game on the home court,” Brown
said. “That’s what I would really
want. I mean, if that was my wish it
would have been to win. It’s not me
as a team. It’s us together. So that’s
what I would really want.”
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Senior Erica Brown hugs coach Debbie Black prior to her final game in
Lantz Arena. Brown is Black’s first player to play four years with her and
graduate.

The only senior departing from
the team, emotions were running
high before and after the game
for Brown and head coach Debbie
Black.
“Lots of emotions,” Brown said.
“I mean, me and Coach Black had
a little moment before the game
and some of my family is here and
friends came out and visited. So
you know, it’s hard but you just got
to keep looking forward and pass
the torch on to the people below.”
Black and Brown share a special
connection when it comes to their
Eastern careers. When Brown was
a freshman four years ago, Black
was beginning her first year as head
coach of the team.
“She is my first four-year student athlete. I have coached her, I
have had the privilege. I have been
lucky,” Black said.
Brown has been a key player for
Eastern over her four-year career.
She has been with the team during
good times, seeing them make the
OVC tournament twice, and she
also has been there through the bad
times, including last seasons 21game losing streak.

T h e l o s s t o Mu r r a y St a t e
Wednesday night officially eliminated Eastern from OVC tournament contention, meaning Brown
will not see the postseason in her final year, which caps off a career in
which Brown wishes she could have
seen more success from the program.
“It has been (tough) and I mean,
that’s rather unfortunate,” Brown
said.
“When you put in a lot of effort and you just can’t seem to go
that final step to show that you are
a winning team, that really kind of
really sucks, I am not going to lie.
But even though that we could not
come through as a winning season,
I still had great experiences with
my team, with my coach and being
on a division one team, being a division one athlete. I got an opportunity that most people would kill
for, so that is all I could ask for and
take the most out of that,”Brown
said.
JJ Bullock can be reached
at 581-2812 or jpbullock@eiu.edu.

