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By MATT HOPF
News Editor

Moving forward on the Renew-
able Energy Center and the Fiscal Year 
2010 budget will be undertaken when 
William Weber starts as the vice presi-
dent for business affairs on July 1.

Weber was named vice president for 
business affairs Monday.

“I’m hoping that we’ll know what 
our plans are with (the Renewable 
Energy Center) before July 1, but it is 
also possible that things may still be in 
the works,” he said. “So depending on 
developments between now and July 1 
that will certainly be a point of atten-
tion.”

Eastern announced last fall its inten-
tion to build the center, which would 
burn non-treated wood chips obtained 
as byproducts from the lumber indus-
try.

The steam plant burns coal to sup-
ply heat and cooling to the campus. 
With wood chips, the center, which 
will be located off of 18th Street and 
Edgar Drive, would reduce overall air 
emissions.

The university announced in 
November it would delay the plant 
amid funding concerns with the eco-
nomic climate and to allow Charles-
ton residents to give more input in the 
facility. 

Weber said the steam plant has 

accumulated $16 million in deferred 
maintenance, and if it were replaced, it 
would take a major amount out of the 
accumulated deferred maintenance.

to decrease the deferred mainte-
nance, the university would need to 
see additional revenue. Accumulated 

deferred maintenance is about $176.5 
million. 

“Part of our budget request to the 
state is additional funds earmarked for 
deferred maintenance,” Weber said. 

The budget for Fiscal Year 2010 will 
also be part of his early responsibilities. 

“It’s a little too early to know wheth-
er those numbers will be available by 
that point; although we certainly hope 
that we’ll know our appropriation from 
the state by then,” Weber said. 

UNivErSiTy | BUSINESS AFFAIRS

Weber hired to fill open position
Energy center, 
future budget 
to be addressed

FILE PHOTO | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Vice President for Business Affairs candidate William Weber, left, speaks with Alan Baharlou, the retired chair of the 
Geology-Geography Department, right, during a campus open session at Booth Library on Wednesday, Feb. 11.
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Search for 
Greek 
director 
delayed

By JESSiCA LEGGiN
Campus Editor

The search for a new Greek 
director has been delayed, and 
the appointment of Robyn Paige 
as interim director of fraterni-
ty and sorority programs has 
been extended through June 30, 
2010. 

Dan Nadler, vice president 
for student affairs, said some of 
the reasons include, but are not 
limited to, fund issues. 

“The primary issue is finan-
cial as the budget situation is 
up in the air,” he said. “We are 
moving forward with increasing 
sensitivity about the budget sit-
uation.”

Nadler said a national search 
for a Greek director is expensive. 

“Extending a temporary 
appointment helps us defer 
expenses until the budget situa-
tion improves,” he said. 

Robyn Paige’s 
position extended

» SEE GrEEk, PAGE 2

By BOB BAJEk
Student Government Editor

This last presidential election saw 
voters wanting change. 

This upcoming Student Govern-
ment election is no different. 

The newly formed party, Students 
for Change, will compete against  
United Party of Students during the 
April 6 and 7 elections and challenge 
the organization’s efficiency.  

Students for Change has 14 
members, with 10 members vying 
for Student Senate. 

Four are running for executive 
offices. They are Ron Jordan for stu-
dent body president, Scott Lambert 
for student vice president for aca-
demic affairs, Brad Saribekian for 
student vice president for business 
affairs and Paul Reid for student vice 
president for student affairs. 

Reid, who missed the first six 
weeks this semester because of a leave 
of absence, said he decided to return 
to the senate to advance the Student 
Senate’s effectiveness. 

Initially, Reid wanted to run 
for student body president, but he 
changed his mind before the March 
11 deadline. He then helped found 
Students for Change. 

“I decided instead of going inde-
pendent, I would team up with like-
minded members with a party,” Reid 

said. “If I don’t like how it is, I have 
to change the senate.”

Jordan said Students for Change 
wants the Student Senate members 
and executives to serve the students 
first instead of always being con-
cerned with internal affairs. 

“We are students advocating for 
change, especially in the culture of 
the senate,” Jordan said. “We are try-
ing to outline change in the way we 
deal with students, the way student 
issues are taken on.

“The culture in the senate needs 
to change. The attitudes of some sen-
ators need to change and the focus of 
senators and executives.” 

Jordan said the Student Senate 
meetings have to alter the current 
structure. 

“The meetings are run efficient-
ly, but I don’t think we focus enough 
on student issues,” Jordan said. “We 
focus on the Student Constitution 
and the bylaws and not on student 
projects and student concerns as 
directly as we should be.” 

Another goal of Students for 
Change is to fix the internal and 
external communication of the Stu-
dent Senate. 

Reid said most of the external 
problems with the Student Senate 
involve poor member interaction. 

Students for Change 
runs in first election

Three friends lost together

» SEE ELECTiONS, PAGE 2

By EMiLy ZULZ
Associate News Editor

 Shailendra Veerapaneni received a 
call from his brother in India asking 
if he had heard anything about a car 
crash involving his brother’s daughter.

Shailendra Veerapaneni, of St. 
Charles, reassured his brother that it 
was probably a small crash.

He told his brother that she was 
likely sent to the hospital for proce-
dure, but that it was probably noth-
ing major.

“I’ll go and look into it,” Shailen-
dra Veerapaneni said to his brother. 
“Don’t worry.”

He contacted the number given to 
his brother and talked to the doctors 
involved. 

He was driving when he got the 
word that his niece and three others 
died in a car crash around 1:45 a.m. 
Saturday in Des Peres, Mo.

“Oh my God, it was a real shock,” 
Shailendra Veerapaneni said. 

He had to pull over into a parking 
lot. 

Shailendra Veerapaneni is the 
uncle of Anitha Lakshmi Veerapa-
neni, an Eastern graduate student in 
the computer technology program. 
Along with Anitha Lakshmi Veerapa-
neni, the victims of the crash includ-
ed Eastern graduate students Anusha 
Anumolu and Priya Darshini Muppa-
varapu, and Anitha Lakshmi Veerap-
aneni’s cousin Satya Chinta, of Auro-
ra, Ill.

The four and Anitha Lakshmi Veer-
apaneni’s fiancé, Netish Adusumilli, of 
Ballwin, Mo., were on a weekend trip 
to St. Louis. It was Friday night, and 
the group was returning from a bowl-
ing alley after previously eating at a 
restaurant. Adusumilli was driving. 

He made a right turn off Des Peres 
Road onto Dougherty Ferry Road 
when an off-duty suburban St. Lou-

is police officer going the wrong way 
struck the right side of their vehicle, 
according to a Missouri State High-
way Patrol crash report. 

According to authorities, Christine 
L. Miller, 41, of Kirkwood, Mo., may 
have been drinking, reported The St. 
Louis Post-Dispatch.

» SEE ACCiDENT, PAGE 5
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PHOTO COURTESY OF SUE SONGER

Priya Darshini Muppavarapu, left, Anitha Lakshmi Veerapaneni, center, and 
Anusha Anumola, right, were killed in a car accident early Saturday morn-
ing in Des Peres, Mo. The three women were graduate students at Eastern 
in the technology program.

» SEE WEBEr, PAGE 2
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>> Elections 
FROM PAGE 1 

He argues this breakdown in com
munication internally affects how the 
group conveys its ideas to the student 
body. 

"You need communication within 
an organization because without it, 
you can't have communication out
side it," Reid said. 

Jordan said he feels the presenta
tion of the Student Senate needs to be 

>> Weber 
FROM PAGE 1 

When the university receives the 
state appropriations, he knows it will 
be tight. 

The university was asked to place 
2.5 percent of the current appropri
ations - about $1.26 million - in re
serve to possibly get back to the state. 
The state has yet to inform the univer
sity if it will require the funds back. 

Weber said he would look at ways 
to save money within the budget by 
increasing paperless processes and bet
ter utilizing the Banner software. 

''1he last three years or so we have 
been making the transition to this en
terprise software system called Ban
ner," he said. "We've done an excellent 
job in making that transition, but we 
are now at the stage where we need to 
unlock more of the (XlWer of Banner." 

This includes activating part of the 
software, which would allow the pro
cesses of hiring new faculty or staff 

>> Greek 
FROM PAGE 1 

On May 2, 2008, Paige was of
fered the position of interim direc
tor of fraternity and sorority pro
grams after Bob Dudolski, former 
director of Greek life, was removed 
on March 20, 2008. 

She came to Eastern in 2004 to 
receive her master's degree in student 
affairs and officially began her duties 
as interim director of fraternity and 
sorority programs on July 1, 2008. 

Some of the duties Paige has to 
fulfill as an interim director of Greek 
Life is to maintain a relationship with 
the various international fraternity 
and sorority headquarters, oversee stu-

WI DNE5D.AY 
54.,140a 

WEATHER BRIEF 
Chance of scattered thunderstorms today. 

THURStlAY 
62"145" 

Thunderstorms will become more likely this 
evening with gusty winds near 35 mph at times. 
Expect partly cloudy skies to return on Thursday. 

improved in order for a positive image 
with Eastern's student lxxly to be fos
tered. 

He referred to the meeting attire 
resolution he proposed that failed to 
pass the Student Senate in a 7-13 vote 
during its Jan. 28 meeting. 

''1hat was not just for attire," Jor
dan said. ''1hat was for handling our
selves in a professional manner. If all 
the people are working on a profes
sional level, it will reflect with what 
we get done." 

The professionalism refers to rex-

and personnel changes to become pa
perless. 

Weber joined Eastern's economics 
faculty in 1988 and became a profes
sor in 1995. 

He has served as Eastern's interim 
budget director since December 2007. 
He also serves as associate vice presi
dent for academic affairs and director 
of summer sessions. 

He was selected &om about 40 ap
plicants in a national search that be
gan after Jeff Cooley, who served as 
vice president for business affairs since 
1999, retired on Dec. 31, 2008. 

Paul McCann, director of business 
services/treasurer, has served as interim 
vice president for business affairs since 
Cooley's retirement. 

Weber was named a finalist in Jan
uary along with Patrick Kirby, associ
ate vice president for financial affairs 
at St. Edward's University in Austin, 
Texas, and Donald Chmsciel, associ
ate director of Facilities Planning and 
Management at Iowa State University 
in Ames, Iowa. 

Robert Augustine, dean of the 

dent recruitment, chapter standards 
and many of the service programs the 
chapters on campus organize. 

Paige said when it comes to the ex
tension of her (XlSition. Hers is not the 
only one that has been prolonged. 

''1here are financial things that 
come along with a search," she said. 
''1he financial perspective can be a 
tricky cost for the university." 

Paige is unsure at this time if she 
will seek out the position to become 
the official Greek director in the fi.I
ture. 

"I have not decided yet," she said. 
''1here is a possibility but I am not 
for sure what will happen." 

Nadler said the university is un
dergoing changes especially in the 

ring, talking and "snarkiness" that oc
cur during meetings, he said. 

Connecting with students is vital 
for Reid, who wants to evoke effective 
progress for the campus. 

He said this means for his party to 
consider pertinent issues students care 
about. 

"For Student Government to 
bicker two hours about the dress code 
seems irrelevant to me," Reid said. 

Bob Bajek can be reached at 581-7942 
or at rtbajek@eiu.edu. 

Graduate School and chair of the 
search committee, said Weber brought 
the most expertise in budgeting and 
planning to the position. 

With the state of the economy, fu
ture budgets were a part of the inter
viewing process. 

"Patt of the interview process, we 
talked about the economic conditions 
of the nation and the state," Augus
tine said. 

The vice president for business af
fairs reports to the president and serves 
on the President's Council and as trea
surer of the Board ofTmstees. 

After assuming the (X>St, Weber 
will be responsible for the supervision, 
coordination and administration of 
the Budget Office, Business Services, 
Information Technology Services, 
Human Resources, Facilities Plan
ning and Management, Envirorunen
tal Health and Safety, Records Man
agement and the broad areas of service 
related to these units. 

Matt Hopf can be reached at 581-7942 
or at mthopf@eiu.edu. 

area of fraternity and sorority resi
dential experience. 

"We are looking for more effec
tive ways in which to strengthen 
the residential component," he said. 
"This will involve revisiting a former 
EIU model in which a Greek Court 
coordinator focuses primarily on the 
residential component." 

Nadler said it is not a good time 
to look for a permanent Greek life 
director. 

"It would be inappropriate and 
unfair to hire a permanent director 
until we have a solid foundation in 
place," he said. 

Jessica Leggin can be reached at 581-
7942 or jmleggin@eiu.edu. 

Panther Pantry 
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CAMPUS BRIEFS 
City Council candidates 
to hold forums 
The Charleston Area Chamber 

of Commerce is hosting a forum 
for City Council and School Board 
candidates. Both forums are being 
held today at the Coles County 
Public Health building. 825 18th 
St. The City Council forum begins 
at 6:30p.m. and the School Board 
forum begins at 8 p.m. 

DENnews.com named 
Pacemaker finalist 

For the second straight year, DEN
news.com has been nominated as 
a finalist for an Associated College 
Press Online Pacemaker award 
in the four-year daily newspaper 
category. In all, 10 Web sites from 
across the country were chosen 

TYLER ANGELO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 

as finalists and the winners will be 
chosen in October at the annual 
National College Media Conven
tion. DENnews.com was one of five 
national Pacemaker Award winners 
in2008. 

Students walk outside of Booth Library as the sun sets Monday evening. 

CAMPUS I CONCERT 

Lupe Fiasco tickets still available 
Students collecting food, 
used batteries 
The College of Science Student 

Advisory Board is conducting a 
used-battery drive and a food drive 
through Friday to benefit the envi
ronment and area residents. By HEATHER HOLM 

Activities Editor 

More than half of the tickets to 
the Lupe Fiasco concert have been 
sold, University Board concerts 
coordinator Sheila Hurley said. 

how big the show the stage is going 
to be," Brinker said. "lhe bigger 
the stage, the smaller the amount 
of tickets." 

110bviously, we would like to have tickets 
sold out before the concert:' 

The student group will recycle the 
batteries to keep them out of land
fills, and the food drive will benefit 
the local food pantry. Collection 
boxes are set up throughout the 
campus and in the residence halls. 

Brinker said the UB is trying to 
lock in all the sound and lighting 
needs at the moment. - Ceci Brinker, director of student life 

"lite floor was sold out with
in the first two to three weeks," she 
said. 

Ceci Brinker, director of stu
dent life, said the ticket count at 
the moment is a little more than 
1,700. 

"Obviously, we would like to 
have tickets sold out before the con
cert," Brinker said. "We will expect 
a rush for tickets as soon as we get 
closer to the actual date." 

Brinker said the final ticket 
count should be around 3,000 to 
3,500 tickets. 

"We are still trying to finalize 

"lhis determines the increase or 
decrease of tickets sold," she said. 

Brinker said there were not 
many ticket sales over spring break. 

Fiasco will perform a 60- to 70-
minute set at 8 p.m. on April 4 in 
Lantz Arena. 

Shwayze will be one of the open
ing acts, along with Ian Winston, a 
senior art major and winner of the 
"So You Think You Can Rap?" con
test. 

Winston performed two songs 
at the contest, called "Turn It Up" 
and "She Mambo." 

He will be the first act and will 

perform some of the songs he per
formed at the contest he won. 

Winston goes by the rap name 
"I2K" and has also performed in 
Champaign in the past. 

He will have a 15-minute set, 
and Shwayze's set will last about 35 
to 40 minutes. 

Brinker said the UB usually does 
not know what songs are performed 
until the day of the actual show. 

A couple of Fiasco's hit songs 
include "Superstar" and "Kick 
Push." 

Some ofShwayze's songs include 

Shear Illusions Part II 
God Bltssed tht Hands, I Do the Wor.kJ 

Btiltnole M. Tritnblt 
StJofist 

1 (21J)UO.I 78 

Wednesdays 
10:00am-6:00pm 

' ti1J), .. , .. ,,._ 1 3atl 
call for appointment • walk-ins ·welcome 

Lower Level, West Wing, Martin LutheJ King }L Universily Union 

Come to the Student 
Publications Office to fill out an application today! 

(on the bottom floor of 
Buzzard Hall) 

"Buzzin'" and "Corona and Lime." 
During the concert, ushers will 

give bracelets to everyone who has 
floor seats and people need to have 
their bracelets on to be allowed on 
the floor. 

- Compiled by City Editor Joe 
Astrouski and Online Editor Nicole 
Weskerna 

CORRECTION 
The other options are balco

ny or reserved seats. These seats are 
assigned. 

Some seats will also be available 
for the artist's family, friends and 
crew, Hurley said. 

In Monday's edition of The Daily 
Eastern News, Satish Anumolu 
was misidentified as Lakshmi 
Neelesh Nimmagadda's sister. 
Anumolu is Nimmagadda's best 
friend. 

Heather Holm can be reached at 
581-7942 or haholrn@eiu.edu. 

The DEN regrets this error. 

TEACHERS WANTED 
Cypress-Fairbanks lSD is located 20 miles NW of downtown Houston, Texas. 

With the addition of 3 new campuses, in August 2009, we need teachers 
in all areas of certification. Cypress-Fairbanks lSD offers: 

• Competitive salaries 
• Stipends for critical assignment areas 
• New teacher induction programs 
• Excellent staff development opportunities 
• Technology in the classroom 

Cypress-Fairbanks lSD 
Human Resources SUite 238 

10300 Jones Rd. Houston TX 77065 
james.bilker@clisd.net 

The 

If intett<S.ted p}Nse "isit WW'W.d sd net a.1'ld comp!e<e an onli:n.e apptica.tiorL 

BD.e TB1PS 
Performed by Tree Theatre of New York 

Thursday, March 26 @ 7 p.m. 
The Theatre, Doudna Fine Arts Center 
Eastern Illinois University 

A Doudna Fine Arts Center world premiere! 

Campbell and jason go on o road trip and 
d iscover the true meaning of America . An adult 
comedy w ith twenty-one characters played by 
just two actors - EIU alums M ike Papa leo and 
Bryan Grossbauer. 

$5/General Admission; open seating. 

Texas 

Due to language and contenl Road Trips is inlended for an aduh audience. 
217-581-3110 or doudnatix@eiu.edu 

-.treetheatre.com -.eiu.edu/ doudna www.eiu.edu/~theatre 
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BOB BAJEK 

Connecticut's 
anti-Catholic woes 

What an interesting yet contradictory country America is. It 
is supposed to be a nation governed strictly by the U.S. Consti
tution with the Bill of Rights guaranteeing its citizens person
al liberties. 

It is a nation that has a multitude of people of different rac
es, religions, ethnicities, political beliefs, physical abilities and 
sexual orientations who are equally respected no matter how 
different. The good ol' U.S. of A claims she does all of these 
things. But when it comes to the beliefs and practices of Catho
lics, these ideals and beliefs sometimes take a back seat. 

The state of Connecticut this month desired to have lay 
people control some Catholic parishes' finances through com
mittees resembling school boards through Senate Bill 1098. 
The bill's public hearing was canceled and then tabled on 
March 10. The bill's main supporter is Dr. Paul Lakeland, a 
former Jesuit priest, who is the leader of the Voice of the Faith
ful. The group's ultimate goal is weakening the pastoral author
ity of priests and bishops. The main argument for control-
ling the Catholic Church's money from parishioner donations 
is embezzlement of Connecticut church fi.mds reaching in the 
millions. However, having the government obtain command of 
a religious institution's finances is wrong. 

This control is a blatant violation of the First Amendment 
right concerning the separation of church and state with Con
necticut controlling bishops through the purse. 

"It just seems to fly in the face of the First Amendment," said 
the Rev. Msgr. John McCarthy of the Cathedral of St. Joseph. 
"It effectively is dictating how the diocese should run its affairs 
and eliminates the Archbishop of Hartford and the pastor of 
every parish &om any meaningful say in the operation of the 
parish. There are some critics and bishops who worry that the 
bill is a veiled attack to censure the Catholic Church on impor
tant moral issues, such as same-sex marriage. 

"If this bill were to be enacted, your bishop would have vir
rually no real relationship with the 87 parishes ... they could 
go off independently, some of them could break off from the 
Church if they wished," said Bishop William Lori of Bridgeport. 

The three Connecticut bishops are disturbed with the possi
ble law, which they perceive as aimed precisely against the Cath
olic Church. Notice how there is no mention of fiscal over
sight with other Christian churches, synagogues, mosques and 
temples with their religious spending. H uman folly and weak
ness are not exclusive to Catholic clergy. To state that is a falla
cy. Anyone is capable of embezzlement outside of a specific reli
gious affiliation. 

An anti-Catholic prejudice has existed since our country's 
founding. American Catholics were discriminated by Protes
tants in Colonial America with jobs and holding office. Groups 
such as the Know-Nothings and the more sinister Ku Klux Klan 
terrorized Catholics, among other racial and religious groups. 

The public school system was created in response to the 
parochial school system. AI Smith's 1928 presidential bid was 
stopped because of his beliefs. Currently, Catholics are called 
backward with their stances on sexuality. 

Religious freedom is not for everyone excluding Catholics. 
Catholics are part of this democratic deal. 

Bob Bajek is a junwr journalism major. He can be reached at 
DENopinwns@gmailcom. 
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STAFF EDITORIAL 

AI G scandal should be 
approached rationally 

There is one word that best sums up the emotions of the 
American public and its government following the scandal sur
rounding the insurance giant American International Group: 
outrage. 

Earlier this month, AIG announced it had used part of its 
$170 billion bailout money to fund $165 million in bonuses 
for its executives. 

To say the nation was angry would be an understatement. 
Fury, rage, downright hate and all-around ill will toward any 

member of AIG would be better words to describe the emo
tions exhibited by public officials. 

H ere we have a company that is struggling and that begged 
the government for money - paid for by the American people 
- so it could keep its head above water. 

The company then had the gall to shell out millions of dol
lars to corporate executives. 

And for what? For doing such a great job? For contributing 
to the greatest economic decline since the Great Depression? 

If AIG were smatt, it wouldn't have even told anyone about 
this debacle, which in the business world is known as fraud, 
but it beats an angry mob demanding the $165 million be 
refunded. 

N ow lawmakers in Washington, D.C., are at an impasse: 
H ow do they punish the company without losing billions of 
taxpayers' dollars? 

In an interview on "60 Minutes" Sunday, President Barack 
Obama expressed discontent regarding the prospect of taxing 
the executives for 90 percent of the money handed to them, 

"However, if the government fines AIG 

too heavily, the company will not stand 
and the economy will be plunged further 

into the depths of depression." 

citing constitutional violations prohibiting the government 
from taxing a select group of individuals. 

While the American people are demanding their money 
back, Obama is right; however, if the government chooses to 
proceed, it should be based on rational thought, not on emo
tions. 

H owever, if the government fines AIG too heavily, the com
pany will not stand and the economy will be plunged further 
into the depths of depression. Even if we win, we lose. 

It's a depressing situation with no conceivably positive out
come, one with long-reaching effects that will span across the 
nation. 

One can only hope the elected officials in Washington know 
how to approach this delicate siruation. 

EDITORIAL POLICY 

The editorial is the majority opinion of The DEN editorial 
board. Reach the opinions editor at: DENopinions@gmail. 
com. 

OTHER VIEWS ON THE NEWS 
LIBERTARIANS WORK 
TO IMPROVE SOCIETY 

OKLAHOMA- Libertarians are 
smart. Historically, when countries 
enacted the type of extreme free-market 
economic principles advocated by liber
tarians, there have been popular upris
ings, rapid economic decline, corrupt 
governments, dictatorships and civil war. 

Examples of these negative effects 
have been seen in Chile under Pinochet, 
Apartheid South Africa, Indonesia under 
Suharto, Iran under the Shah, modern 
Colombia and many others. 

Think of these like Russia's attempt 
at socialism - they were poorly managed 
attempts at an ideal. 

Libertarianism is incredibly similar to 
anarchism. They don't like government, 
anarchists want no government to elim
inate governmental control; libertarians 
just want to shrink it until it's impotent 
and doesn't have the power to influence 
people's lives. 

These are two different attempts at the 
same conclusion, liberation from state 
control. Anarchism has, unfortunately, 
been taken as a joke in popular culture. 

Anarchism, when legitimately consid
ered, actually refers to community coop
eration, and a strict prohibition of cen
tralized authority. 

The individual should decide every
thing that affects the individual. After all, 

why should someone else, especially the 
government, have control over your life? 

The goal of libertarians has been to 
weaken governmental regulations and 
authority. When states issue the unpop
ular legislation advocated by libertarians, 
it hurts governmentallegitimacy.Their 
effort to shrink the size of government 
also removes the government's effective
ness. 

The anarchist/libertarian ideal is gen
uinely possible, and instead of dismissing 
what they say just because it has failed so 
absolutely in the past does not mean we 
shouldn't keep trying for the future. 
M ax Avery 
Oklahoma Daily 

Letters to the editor can be submitted at any time on any topic to 

the Opinions Editor to be published in The Daily Eastern News. 
Letters to the editor can be brought in with identification to The DEN 

at 1811 Buzzard Hall. 

The DEN's policy is to run all letters that are not libelous or potentially 

harmful. iThey must be less than 250 words. 

Letters may also be submitted electronically from the author's EIU 

e-mail address to DENopinions@gmail.com. 
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>> Accident 
FROM PAGE 1 

The Missouri State H ighway Patrol 
said there was no word on wheth
er alcohol was or was not involved. 
Authorities are still conducting the 
investigation, and charges could be 
filed later this week, according to The 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 

All four victims were pronounced 
dead at the scene at 2:15 a.m. Miller 
and Adusurnilli were taken by ambu
lance to St. John's Mercy Medical 
Center in Creve Coeur, Mo. 

"No one wants to believe this has 
happened," Shailendra Veerapaneni 
said. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF MILLICENT MICHEUE HUGHES 

Emergency vehicles respond to the scene of a crash at the intersection of 
Des Peres Road and Dougherty Ferry Road in Des Peres, Mo. 

He said the past three days have 
been devastating. 

"It has become a nightmare for us 
which is reality," he said. 

A Return Home 
Shailendra Veerapaneni, who was 

related to both Chinta and Anitha 
Lakshmi Veerapaneni, went direct
ly to St. Louis after the news was con
firmed. The bodies will stay in St. 
Louis before being sent to Chicago 
and then to India. 

Shailendra Veerapaneni was on 
campus Monday to retrieve the East
ern students' passports and docu
ments to facilitate their return. 

Eastern has arranged for a bus for 
friends of the victims to travel to St. 
Louis to pay their respects. The date 
and time are still tentative for the 
memorial trip. Shailendra Veerapane
ni said the bodies would be returned 
to India by this weekend. 

Most of the victims' immedi
ate families reside in India, and will 
ernain in India to meet the bodies. 
Relatives in the U.S. will be at St. 
Louis to see the bodies on the plane. 

The estimated cost to transport 
four bodies to India is $60,000. An 
Indian group in St. Louis, The Talu
gu Association of North America, is 
accepting donations to help with the 
cost. 

Online donations may be made at 
http://www. tana.org/ donate. 

Chinta's mother and Muppavar
apu's mother have still not been told 
of their childrens' deaths, Shailendra 
Veerapaneni said. 

The latest he heard, he said, is that 
the doctors are advising not to tell the 
shocking news at this time. 

"They'll slowly let them know," he 
said. 

Chima's mother has been told that 
her child is in the intensive care unit, 
Shailendra Veerapaneni said. 

He said they would probably be 
told by Tuesday morning in India 
because the bodies will soon be return
ing home. 

'1t's really difficult," he said. '1t has 
to be told." 

Shailendra Veerapaneni said the 
news is so devastating because "they 
have come &om such a far place to 
study." 

"They were doing really good and 
all of a sudden this," he said. '1 think 
it will take some time to come out of 
that shock." 

Anitha is the only daughter in her 
family, and the only girl in her extend
ed family. 

"She is a darling for everyone, and 
now she is not there," Shailendra Veer
apaneni said. 

The last time he saw his niece was 
March 5, upon her return from India 
with her recent fiance. She had plans 
to be married this May. Muppavar
apu had also recently become engaged 
with plans to marry in May. 

The Three Musketeers 
Anitha Lakshmi Veerapaneni, 

Muppavarapu and Anumolu were the 
best of friends, said Sue Songer, inter
national student adviser. 

"We o&en joked here in the (Inter
national Programs) office that they 
were the three musketeers because 
everywhere they would go together 
and they would come in the office and 
it would be a lot oflaughing, friendli-

Jerry's Pizza 
r--------• 217.345.2844 or 217.345.2841 
I I 
I $2.00 Off I 
I I 
1 large Pizza 1 

: Purchased at : 
: Regular Price : 
I I 

·--------· 

Corner of 1508 4th St & Lincoln 
We D eliver Seven D ays a 'Week 

Dine In or Carry Out 
Open I l am to I am 

All You Can Eat Pizza Buffet 
EVERYDAY 5 pm - 9pm 

ness," Songer said. 
"Working on a university campus 

and being a woman myself, it's just 
a very special relationship of college 
girlfriends," she said. '1t is a very close 
bond, and they were the epitome of 
college girlfriends." 

As international student advis
er, Songer provides support and 
assistance to international students. 
Songer knew the three victims since 
they transferred to Eastern in the fall 
of2008 from Oklahoma City Univer
sity. 

''1he loss we feel is very great," 
Songer said. "From the students' class
mates to their faculty members to 
international programs to their work 
places ... They had such hope and 
they were excellent students and it is 
so tragic we lost the three girls." 

The victims from Eastern were 
three in a small tight-knit Indian 
community on campus. Songer said 
the university averages 150 interna
tional students each semester at East
ern, and of that, there are currently 42 
Indian students. 

''1here's a huge outpouring of sor
row amongst the students, and it's 
hard to watch them be in so much 
pain," she said. '1t's important that 
we pull together at a time like this and 
that's what we're trying to do to sup
port and hold our group together." 

A Friend's Memories 
The three students were also all 

employed at Tower Dining where 
their smiling faces could often be 
seen. 

Mary Brown, a full-time cook at 
Tower Dining, has known the three 

DON-'T BE A 
WEINE IR .. . 

ADVERTISE . 
581 -2816 

women since the beginning of last 
school year. While she never worked 
directly with them, she would stop 
and chat with them. 

"We just got to be really good 
friends," she said. 

In January, Brown went to visit 
them in January after hours. The three 
friends introduced Brown to Indian 
food and their ways and styles of eat
ing and culture. 

"We talked for about four or five 
hours about American culture and 
their culture and we had a great time," 
she said. 

This past spring break, Brown took 
them to Walnut Point, north of Oak
land. 

'~er we went to Walnut Point, 
we came back and they threw me a 
surprise birthday party with ice cream 
cake, and they showed me the tradi
tion of cutting the cake and then you 
feed it to the next person and to the 
guest of honor," she said. 

The three women were like sisters, 
Brown said. 

"When I went to visit them, they 
treated me the same, just that same 
closeness." she said. 

Brown found out about their 
deaths when her boss called her Sun
day morning. 

''I'm going to miss them very 
much because they made me feel very 
welcome," she said. "1hey made me 
feel a part of their group. I was basi
cally one of them. They extended their 
friendship to me." 

Brown said they always made the 
kitchen a lirtle brighter. 

"They were usually always smil
ing," she said. 

Anitha Lakshmi Veerapaneni, 
Brown said, was quiet at work, but 
once she was in private was outgoing 
and fun. 

Brown described Anumolu as 
cheerful. She said she had a pet name 
for her laptop which was like a baby 
to her. 

"She loved it," Brown said. "It was 
very special to her." 

Muppavarapu was the tall one of 
the group, she said. 

"She loved cake," Brown said. "I 
would ask, 'What kind of cake?' and 
she goes, 1\ny kind of cake."' 

Brown said the three women were 
always smiling, always joking, but 
they always did their work. 

"1hey will be sorely missed," she 

345-6533 
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said. 
Monday was the first day Tower 

Dining was open since the crash. 
'1 just kept looking for them to be 

here and they weren't," Brown said. '1t 
seems really unreal." 

Last Conversations 
Sandra Sasidharan, a master of 

business administration student and 
an international student, also worked 
with Anumolu, Muppavarapu and 
Anitha Lakshmi Veerapaneni at Tow
er Dining. 

"We had a good rapport with each 
other," she said. "I knew all of them. 
As the semester went on, it was going 
into a good friendship." 

Sasidharan was one of the last ones 
to see the three before their deaths. 
She and the three were playing bad
minton in the Student Recreation 
Center Wednesday evening during 
break. 

Sasidharan remembers the last 
conversations she had with each of the 
girls. 

"(Anumolu) was saying she can't 
wait to go home to India, and she 
was saving up her money and every
thing to go home and visit with fam
ily and that's what she wanted to do," 
she said. 

Her last talks with Anitha Lakshmi 
Veerapaneni and Muppavarapu were 
on their engagements, their marriage 
and how exciting things were going to 
be, Sasidharan said. 

She learned of their deaths Satur
day afternoon. 

'1t's unreal still to me," she said. 
'1t's difficult not just for me but to all 
her friends all the other international 
students that had known them." 

Sasidharan said the strange thing is 
the three were inseparable. 

"1hey always wanted to work the 
same shift," she said. "1hey didn't 
want to work apart. They lived togeth
er. Now all three of them are gone." 

Sasidharan said she cannot accept 
the fact that they are not going to be 
here. 

'1 still feel like tomorrow morning 
when I come to work I'm going to see 
them, but the reality is not," she said. 
''1hat's one of the things that we don't 
want to talk about, but the truth is 
they're not coming back." 

Emily Zulzcan be reached at 581-7942 
or at eazu iz@eiu.edu. 

CHECK our ouR NEWEST LoCAnoN! 

"Forest Ridge Meadows" 
has SO MUCH to OFFER! 

FREE TANNING! 
FREE LAUNDRY! 

FREE WATER! 
BRAND NEWTWO BEDROOM

TWO BATHROOM APARTMENTS 
or TWO STORY TOWNHOUSES! 

2409 8th Street 
Unique Properties (217)345-5022 

www.unique-properties.net 
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• help wanted 
! Bartending! Up to $25D/day. 
No experience necessary, 
training provided. 1-800-965-
6520, ext. 239 
_______ 5/4 

Accepting applications for The 
Daily Eastern News advertising 
staff. For Fal l 2009. sales 

experience required. Apply in 
Buzzard Hall Rm 1802 or email 
denads@eiu.edu 
_______ 00 

't' for rent 
Brittany Ridge. Nice and 
clean 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath 
condo that can hold up 3-4 
people. $200-270 per person, 
depending on occupancy, 
plus util ities. Call 800-
747-1241 for details. Agent 
interest. 

---------------312 4 
N ice 4 Bedroom, 2 Bath 
House. D ishwasher, Central 
Air, WI D. Parking. No 
Pets. 11-month Lease. 905 
D ivision St. Call (217)841 -
9848 or (520)990-7723. 

---------------312 5 
N ice 6 Bedroom, 2 Bath 
House. Dishwasher, Parking. 
1415 9th Street. 11 -month 
Lease. No Pets. Call 
(847)525-0255 or (520)990-

7723. 

---------------312 5 
Fall 2009. 1 Block from 
Campus. 3 Bedroom Apts. 
$250/ person. Pets Negot iable. 
Off-Street Parking. (217)766-

6189. Leave Message. 

---------------312 5 
3 Bedroom Townhouse 
available August. 2 1/2 
bath, CIA, WI D, D/W, deck, 
parking at door. Across street 
from campus. $225-290/ mo. 
(847) 208-6384 

---------------312 7 
3&4 BEDROOM HOUSES. W/ 

D, A/C. GREAT LOCATION 
ON 12TH ST. FALL ' 09. 

508-4343. 

---------------312 7 
2BR moneysavers @ $275-

300/ person. CAB LE & 
INTERNET INCL. Don' t miss 

it. 345-4489, Wood Rentals, 
Jim Wood, Realtor. 

---------------312 7 
www.woodrentals.com, 345-

4489, jim Wood, Realtor. 

---------------312 7 
2&3 BR houses 1 block to 
Lantz/ O ' Brien. Washer/ 

dryer, A/C. 345-4489, Wood 
Rentals, jim Wood, Real tor. 

---------------312 7 

't' for rent 
O ne person apts. Most 
include Cable, Internet. All 
shapes, sizes, prices. 345-
4489, Wood Rentals, Jim 
Wood, Realtor. 

-------- 3/27 
Fall 2009: 4-5 bedrooms. 
Newly remodeled, party room. 
7th Street-- close to campus. 
708-77 4-0451 

-------- 3/31 
CLOSE TO CAMPUS. 1-
3 BEDROOM $275-$300/ 

person. Water, Trash 
Included. WI D. (217)345-
3919, (217)508-4203 leave 

message. 

-------- 3/31 
NEEDINGASUMMER LEASn 3 

bedroom apartments available 
at the Atrium. $345 a person 
roommate matching available. 
Call Unique Properties today ! 
(21 7)345-5022 

-------- 3/31 
NEED ROOMMATES? Call 

Unique Properties today ! 
Multiple locations available! 
www . u ni que-properties, net 
(21 7345-5022 

-------- 3/31 
Fall ' 09: 4 bedroom home. 

Washer/ Dryer, trash, and 
lawn included. No pets. $250/ 
person/month. 345-503 7. 
www.chucktownrentals.com 

--------- 4/3 
Fall ' 09: 3 bedroom home. 

Washer/ Dryer, trash, and 
lawn included. No pets. $275/ 
person/month. 345-503 7. 
www.chucktownrentals.com 

--------- 4/3 
Brittany Ridge Townhouse: 
Fall 09-1 0. D/W, WI D $2501 
mo. for 3 pp. or $200/mo. for 
4. Includes Trash, Reduced 
rate for Spring 09 (708) 254-

0455 

--------- 5/4 
Girls are you looking for a 
large 3 bedroom furn ished 
apartment with large closets 
and low heating bil ls. We 
offer a 1 0 month lease, no 
pets for $175 per month. Call 
345-3664 

--------- 00 
Avai lable Fall, 2 bedroom 
Apartments, Furnished, 
uti li ties included. Close to EIU 
348-7008 or 549-2615 

--------- 00 
3 To 4 Bedroom House, 
Block From Campus 1526 3rd 
st. New Carpet. WI D, CIA w l 

Heat Pump, Clan House and 
Yard, LOW Utilities 2009-
2010 School Year 549-5402 . 

--------- 00 

$. 30 per word for the first day 

$.10 per word for each additional consecutive day 

Non-student Classified Rates 
$.50 per word for the first day 

$.20 per word for each additional consecutive day 

Monthly Online classified adYertlslflll 
available 

@ wwwdennews.com 

't' for rent 
Fall ' 09 2 bedroom extra 

large. Close to campus. 
Nice, quiet house ale, wi d, 
water and trash inc luded. 

No pets. $275pp-$550/ mo. 
(217) 259-9772 or (217) 345-

3951. 

---------------- 00 
NEW RATES FOR FALL 2009. 
ROYALHTS 2 & 3 bdr rates/1 /5 

ba. See model daily 1-4 ! 
1509 S. 2nd. GLENWOOD 
2 bdr/ 1905 12th St. LYNN
Rc 3 bdr/w/ d/ 12th & Arthur. 
345-0936 or LSROZEK®aol. 

com 

---------------- 00 
PARK PLACE APARTMENTS 

1, 2, & 3 bdr furn ished apts. 
Walk in hours 11-4 M -F at 
715 Grant #101 . 348-1479 
or ParkPiaceMgmt@aol.com 

---------------- 00 
1 month free rent Brittany 
Ridge Townhouse 3-5 
people; ' 09-1 0 school year; 
3 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath, W/ 
D, D/W, walk ing distance 
to EIU; free trash, parking & 
low uti lities. $750 a month 
total unfurnished or $825 a 
month total furnished. Call 

217-508-8035. 

---------------- 00 
GREAT LOCATION CLOSE 
TO CAMPUS. ONEAN DTWO 
BEDROOM APARTMENTS. 
WATER/TRASH PAID. 217-

549-5624/2 17-348-0209 

---------------- 00 
4 BEDROOM HOUSES FOR 

RENT! Refrigerator, stove, 
washer and dryer inc luded. 
$2 15 per person. Call 234-
7368. 

---------------- 00 
BRITTNEY RIDGE 3&4 
BEDROOM APTS FOR FALL 

' 09. $215 per person. 
Inc ludes refrigerator, stove, 
trash, and centra l air. Call 
today for appoi ntment! 234-
7368. 

---------------- 00 
BARGAIN 1 &2 BEDROOM 

APARTMENTS! ! Starting at 
$225 per month with water 
and trash included. Call 
234-7368. 

---------------- 00 
www.ppwrentals.com 

---------------- 00 
NEW BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS Available 

August 2009 ! 348-8249 
www.ppwrentals.com 

---------------- 00 
We have it for you EIU at 
1812 9th street. 2, 3, and 4 
BR apts w/ all the furnishings. 
Locally owned and managed. 
Trash paid with guaranteed 
parking. Close to Buzzard. 
Please call 348-0673 Leave 

a message, call w i ll be 
returned after 5pm. 

--------------- 00 
VILLAGE RENTA LS 2009-

2010. 1 BR & 2 BR apts. 
Washer/ Dryer, water & trash 

included. 2-3 BR houses. 
Washer/ Dryer, water & trash 
included. Affordable, 24 hr. 

mai ntenance, pets welcome 
w/ pet dep. Close to campus. 
Call for an appointment, 
217-345-2516. 

--------------- 00 

't' for rent 
Stop by or call Lincolnwood
Pinetree Apartments for your 
2 and 3 bedroom apartments. 
Rent you can afford and you 
can walk to campus! Call 
345-6000 or stop by 2219 
9th Street #17 or emai I us at: 
I i ncpi neapts@consol i dated. 

net 

---------- 00 
HOMES, DUPLEXES, 4, 3, 
or 6 Bedrooms. BUZZARD 1 

BLOCK. WI D, CIA, 4 Bedroom 
w ith 2 Baths 345-3253 

---------- 00 
HOMES: 5,4 & 3 Bedrooms, 
Campus 1 Block, WI D, CIA, 
D/W 2 Baths. 345-3253 

---------- 00 
SECONDS FROM CAMPUS 
AMAZING LOCATION NEW 
BUILDING, NEW FURN ITURE 

3&4 BEDROOM 2 BATH 
APTS. FURNISHED AND 
UNFURN ISHED W/ D, DW & 
TRASH INC. 345-6100 www. 

jbapartments.com 

---------- 00 
1, 2, and 3 BR apts for rent, 
Fall ' 09. 217-345-7286 

---------- 00 
Fall- Deluxe 1 Br Apt. Stove, 
refrig, microwave, dishwasher, 
washer/dryer. Trash pd. 
$285pp-$495/mo. 1306 & 
1308 Arthur Ave. 117 W Polk 

& 905 A St. Ph. 348-7746 
www.CharlestoniLApts.com 

---------- 00 
Summer/ Fall- 2 Br Apt. Stove, 
refrig, microwave, dishwasher, 
garage. Water & Trash pd. 
$265pp-$450/ mo. 955 4th 
Street. Ph. 348-7746 www. 

CharlestoniLApts.com 

---------- 00 
Summer/ Fall- 2 Br Apt. Stove, 
refrig, microwave. $250pp
$450/mo. Trash pd. 2001 
S 12th Street & 1305 18th 
Street. Ph. 348-7746 www. 

CharlestoniLApts.com 

---------- 00 
2 bedroom house near campus. 
Washer/dryer, dishwasher, 
central air. Trash included. 

Available May . 345-6967 

---------- 00 
EXTRA LARGE 1 BD APT VERY 
CLOSE TO CAMPUS RENT 
INCLUDES ELECTRIC WATER 
INTERNET CABLE & TRASH 

PET FRIENDLY 235-6598, 
254-8458, 273-2048 

---------- 00 
Available june 1st- I bedroom 
apartment. Water & trash 
included, off street parking, 
3 blocks from campus. $400/ 
month. Buchanan Street 

Apartments. 345-1266 

---------- 00 
Now renting for fall 2009. 4 
bedroom house and 1 bedroom 

apt. Within walking distance 
to campus. Call 345-2467. 

---------- 00 

_.,. 
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't' for rent 
BRITTANY 
TOWNHOUSES for 

RIDGE 
3-5 

persons, unbeatable floor-plan, 
3&4 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths, 
deck, central air, washer, dryer, 
dishwasher. Free trash and 

parking, low uti lity bi lls, local 
responsive landlord. Starting 
@ $200/person. Avai lable july 

2009, Lease length negotiable 
217-246-3083 
________ 00 

2009-1 0: 6BD/2.5 bath house 
at 1525 1st St.( 1/2 block from 
Lantz) cal l 345-3148 or visit 

www.pantherpads.com for 
details. 
________ 00 

2 BR furnished apt, trash & 
water included. 1 0-mo lease. 
$265/ mo. AND 1 BR spacious 
furnished apt. $440/ mo, trash 
and water included. (217)549-

1957. 
________ 00 

For Rent: 5 and 6 bedroom 

houses one block off campus on 
7th St. 4 bedroom apartment 
and studios avai lable. Call 

217-728-8709. 
________ 00 

w w w 
CHUCKTOWNRENTALS.COM 
________ 00 

FOR 2009-2010: VERY NICE 

1, 2, 3, AND 4 BR HOUSES 
AND TOWNHOUSES AND 
APARTMENTS. ALL EXCELLENT 

LOCATIONS. FOR MORE 
INFORMATION, CALL 217-
493-7559, OR VISIT US AT 

www.myeiuhome.com. 
________ 00 

WWW.JBAPARTMENTS.COM 
________ 00 

2 or 3 BR. SHORT WALK TO 
CAMPUS $250 PER/PERSON. 
3 BR. AWAY FROM CAMPUS. 

BOTH WITH APPLIANCES, W/ 
D. TRASH. PHONE 345-7244, 
649-0651 
________ 00 

FOR RENT: One, Two, and 
Three Bedroom Apartments, 
two blocks from O ld Main, 
starting at $350/MO. 217-549-
1060 
________ 00 

AVAILABLE SPRING 2009, 
DISCOUNTED RENT! N ice 3 
bedroom house, CA, WID, bar, 
off-street parking. Call 217-
202-4456 
________ 00 

LIVE LIKE YOU MEAN IT! join 
the best college experience at 
Campus Pointe Apartments. 
Campus Pointe offers 2 & 3 
bedroom apartments with 
individualleasesAND roommate 
matching. You'll have FREE 
internet, cable TV, water, sewer 
and trash. We even give you 
an electric al lowance! NEED 
ENTERTAINMENT? We also 
have a 24-hour fitness center 

and computer lab, free tanning 

't' for rent 
facility, game room with Wii, 
track, vo lleybal l, basketball and 
so much more! Call 345-6001 
or visit www.apartmentseiu. 
com. 00 
OLDETOWNE APARTMENTS: 

1, 2, &, 3 BEDROOMS. CLOSE 
TO CAMPUS. 4 LOCATIONS 
TO CHOOSE FROM. 345-6533 
________ 00 

University Vil lage: 4 bedroom 
houses, $450/per person. Al l 
util ities included. 345-1400 
________ 00 

FALL 09-1 0: 1, 2 & 3 BR. APTS. 
WATER & TRASH INCLUDED. 
PLENTY OF OFF-STREET 

PARKING. BUCHANAN ST. 
APTS. CALL 345-1266. 
________ 00 

1, 2, 3, and 4 bedrooms. Trash 
and parking included. Great 
location. Call 217-345-2363. 
________ 00 

3 BR apt. for lease. 1051 7th 
St. No pets. 345-7286, www. 
jwi ll iamsrentals.com 
________ 00 

2 BR apts. for lease. 1530 1st St. 
and 1 041 7th St. No pets. 345-
7286, www.jwil liamsrental. 

com 
________ 00 

Houses for '09: 3, 4, 5, and 6 
BR. Close to campus, laundry, 
parking, no pets. 345-7286, 
www.jwill iamsrentals.com 
________ 00 

2,3, and 4 bedrooms. Extremely 
close to campus. Great Price! 
235-6598, 254-8458, (217) 

273-2048 
________ 00 

Driftwood apartments now 

renting for 2009. 2 BR, WID, 
enclosed deck. Very nice. $575/ 
month. 217-276-4509. 
________ 00 

3 BR house. $235/month each. 
Washer/Dryer. A/C. 273-1395. 
www.eiuneighborhood.com. 
________ 00 

LARGE 3 BD HOUSE VERY 
CLOSE TO CAMPUS GREAT 

RATES 235-6598, 254-8458, 
217-273-2048 
________ 00 

LARGE 2 BD APTS GREAT 
RATES PET FRIENDLY, RENT 
INCLUDES ELECTRIC WATER 
INTERNET CABLE & TRASH 

235-6598, 254-8458, 273-
2048 
________ 00 

FALL 2009 1 AND 2 BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS AND 2 AND 

3 BEDROOM HOUSES. ALL 
SUPER NICE! CLEAN AND 
QUIET ENVIRONMENT. 
WASHER/DRYER. SPACIOUS 

CLOSETS. THESE ARE A 
MUST SEE! SMOKE AND PET 

FREE. TRASH INCLUDED. 
JUNE, JULY AND AUGUST 
AVAILABILITY. CALL FOR 
SHOWING 217-276-6867. 
________ 00 

WOW! 2 bedroom apt for 1 person! 
$425 includes cable, internet, water, trash! 
To live alone, it's unbeatable! 

Jim Wood , Realtor 

1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377 
Charleston, ll61920 
217-345-4489 Fax 345-4472 

!B~ G:r 
wwv.t.woodrentals.com 
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>> Whitchurch 
FROM PAGE 8 

"It definitely helped playing 
against teams like Nebraska and 
Oral Roberts," said senior short
stop Jordan Kreke, who went 2-
for-4 with two runs scored against 
the Sooners. "We pretty much 
know with Oklahoma that it's just 
another ball club, they're just like 
us. " 

Nommensen said playing Okla-

>> Switch 
FROM PAGE 8 

Experts of the close games 
The Eastern softball team has 

become experts of winning close 
games. They lose few of them. 

The Panthers are 10-4 this sea
son in one-run games and post a 5-
1 mark in extra innings. 

Since Schuette took over the 
program before the start of the 
2006 season, the team has posted 
a 47-19 record in one-run games. 
In extra inning games, the team is 
18-6. 

"We don't like to make them 
that close," Nelson said. "It comes 
down to who wants it more, and 
we definitely want it. Even though 
it isn't always pretty, we' ll take 
them." 

Nelson said the team is focused 
and has the stamina to go through 
the innings. 

Eastern senior pitcher Kathleen 
Jacoby said the team wants to win 
more, and everybody on the team 
understands that, which is why 
they are so successful. 

The Panthers finished a three-

>> Letdown 
FROM PAGE 8 

Eastern head coach Jim Schmitz 
will send senior right-hander Brian 
Morrell to the hill against the Cou
gars. Morrell is 1-1 on the season 
with a 5.62 ERA in eight appearanc
es, including one start. 

The Cougars have three hitters 
batting over .300 on the season, led 
by senior infielder Patrick Hernan
dez, who is hitting a team-high .348 
and also leads the Cougars with sev
en doubles on the season. 

The Cougars have only four home 
runs on the season, compared to the 
Panthers' 22. Senior catcher Matt 
Haug leads Chicago State with two 
home runs. 

Senior shortstop Jordan Kreke, 
who was named Ohio Valley Con-

homa was similar to their game 
against Nebraska a year ago. 

"I think it helps playing a team 
like Nebraska because we can kind 
of compare them," he said. "This 
year we're able to play with those 
big-time teams that are ranked." 

So after a 4-1 Florida trip, and 
a 7-1 trip overall during spring 
break, the Panthers enter the brute 
of their conference schedule. 

Having already swept a three
game series against Morehead 
State, they stand at 13-5 overall 

game sweep of Tennessee Martin 
with two-extra inning wins. All 
three games were decided by one 
run. 

"They love the excitement, prob
ably a little too much" Schuette 
said. "I would like to win more 
games by more than one run. They 
believe. That's been our theme 
all year. That's been the (athlet
ic department's) theme, but that's 
really been our team theme all 
year with our wristbands, our little 
necklaces and believe in blue." 

Hitting the road 
After posting a 6-3 record at 

Williams Field, the Panthers are 
hitting the road again. 

They play No. 20 Southern Illi
nois Carbondale at 4 p.m. Wednes
day in Carbondale. The Panthers 
play a three-game Ohio Valley 
Conference series at Eastern Ken
tucky on Saturday and Sunday. 

They play Butler at 2 p.m. on 
April 2 at Williams Field, but will 
still play their next seven games on 
the road. 

Kevin Murphy can be reached at 581-
7944 or at kjmurphy@eiu.edu. 

ference Player of the Week Monday 
after hitting three home runs in the 
Panthers' weekend sweep of More
head State, said he is confident the 
Panthers will not let up against their 
inferior opponent. 

"We're a good enough team and 
we have the experience to know 
what we have to do no matter who 
it's against," he said. "lhe big thing 
is not to play down to our oppo
nents' level. We just take it like every 
other game." 

The Panthers opened OVC play 
last weekend with a three-game 
sweep of Morehead State. They open 
the home portion of their schedule 
at 3 p.m. Wednesday against lllinois 
State. 

Collin Whitchurch can be reached at 
581-7944 or cfwhitchurch@eiu.edu. 

Obama commits to IOC 
The Associated Press 

DENVER - The committee 
hoping to bring the 2016 Olym
pics to Chicago has an early com
mitment from President Barack 
Obama to be in Copenhagen for its 
final presentation and the Interna
tional Olympic Committee vote. 

Pat Ryan, chairman of the Chi
cago 2016 bid, said Monday that 
Obama plans to attend the meet
ing in October. 

ESPA Eastern Students Parent 
Association: Inviting a ll student 
parents to join at anytime. contact 

Heads of state have been pres
ent at meetings more frequently in 
the past few years. 

When London overcame favor
ite Paris to land the 2012 Games, 
a strong, in-person push by Brit
ish Prime Minister Tony Blair was 
viewed as one of the reasons. 

Obama's election has been wide
ly regarded as a boon for the Chi
cago bid because of his Illinois 
background and his worldwide 
popularity. 

Wendie P. WSPayne@eiu,edu. 
ORG. Meeting April 1, 15, 29 from 
S-7 pm. 

SPORTS 
and have high hopes after the late 
season success of a year ago. 

Many forget before the Pan
thers' run through the Ohio Val
ley Conference Tournament last 
season, they were merely a below
.500 team that finished in fourth 
place. 

ing monster of Recchia, junior 
southpaw Tyler Kehrer, and soph
omore right hander Josh Mueller 
have been virtually unhittable at 
times, and have the stuff to carry 
the Panthers deep into the postsea
son. 

tinue to anchor the batting order, 
Recchia, Kehrer and Mueller need 
to stay hot on the mound, and 
Derbak needs to continue to solid
ify the back end of the bullpen. 
Additionally, Schmitz needs to find 
another arm or two in the bullpen 
he can rely on in tight games. 

But, the hot finish to 2008 has 
carried over to a hot start in 2009 
with no signs of cooling down. 

The bats are sizzling, led by 
Nommensen, Derbak and Kreke. 
Likewise, the three-headed pitch-

If those consistencies hold true, 
there is little doubt that a trip to 
Omaha, Neb., for the College 
World Series is possible. But they 
most continue. 

But, Omaha is within reach, 
just as long as things continue the 
way they are. 

Nommensen and senior second 
baseman Jordan Tokarz must con-

Collin Whitchurch can be reached at 
581-7944 or cfwhitchu rch@eiu.edu. 

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE BY STEPHAN PASTIS 

YOU WEASEt.S RAISED 
!#!'/ CABLE B!~t. A GAl N . 
~OWER IT NOW OR 
FACt MV WRATH . 

I'M SORRY. SIR, BUT 1 Sc~IEV~ 
WE'RE THE O»I.Y CAB~E COMPA~Y 
IN YOUR ARtA, SO I 'M AfRAIO 

YOU DOIH HAV6 A ~OT OF OPTIONS. 

OH. I 'VE GOT OPTIOt-JS. 

GET FUZZY I BY DARBY CONLEY 

ACROSS 
1 God, with "one's" 
6 Airport guesses, 

for short 
10 Word after 

matinee or teen 
14 Quick, like a cat 
15 "Whip It" rock 

group 
16 Zilch 
11 Chewed the fat 
18 Shootout shout 
19 Cereal "for kids" 
20 Umber or 

chocolate brown 
23 Pre-K enrollee 
24 Org. for boomers, 

now 
25 Early 1Oth

century year 
28 Military treatise 

by Sun Tzu 
34 Bathroom 

dispenser refill 
36 The Velvet Fog 
37 Trademarked 

citrus 
38 Thing in a sling 
41 Party with techno 

music, perhaps 
42 Friars Club event 
44 Gave a makeover 
46 Captain's "Listen 

up!" 
49 Pig's pad 
50 Gold medalist 

Lipinski 
51 Profs' helpers 

CA~~J)tN-K 
~Re t-,LMO~ 
IJEV~ 

()\;NOXlOilS . 

53 Sad, like 20-, 28-
and 46-Across? 

59 Shoot up 
60 Year-end air 
61 Built-up 
63 Adviser, say 
64 A person may 

have one of 
invincibility 

65 Qaddafi's land 
66 Suffer from 

sunburn 
67 Lee of Marvel 

Comics 
68 Big name in 

printers 

DOWN 
1 Hot Lips 

Houlihan's rank: 
Abbr. 

2 Petri dish stuff 
3 Fuzzy fruit 
4 Give a seat to 
5 Candy that 

makes your 
mouth burn 

6 Ancient Icelandic 
work 

7 U.S. Virgin Is., 
e.g . 

s PC user's self
image 

9 "Who cares?" 
10 Managing 

perfectly 
11 "Rats!" 
12 "Garfield" canine 
13 Left Coast airport 

code 

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE 

21 Body of cultural 33 Like an oboe's 
values sound 

22 It's faster than a 35 Drier's need 
walk 39 Book before 

25 Antique farm Esth. 
device 40 Madonna title 

26 Myopic Mr. _ role 

27 Acquired relative 43 Flooring wood 

29 Do lunch 45 In most cases 

30 To the left, at sea 47 Concert locales 

31 Cylindrical 48 Were completely 
sandwiches depleted 

32 W.W. 11-era G.l., 52 "Biondie" or 
e.g. "Cathy" 

53 

54 

55 

56 

57 

58 

59 

~. 
WElL 

NCVJ 
'(OO'Re 
JU{.T 

I'Rf'l-ICI-t . 

No. 0217 

PUZ2LE BY KRISTIAN HOUSE 

Cheese with a 
moldy rind 

Hectored 

Wife of Zeus 

Pizazz 

Falls back 

"The Banana 
Boat Song" word 

Watergate tape 
problem 

62 Tandoor-baked 
bread 

For answers, ca 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a m nute; or, w th a 
cred t card, 1-800-814-5554. 
Annua subscr pt ons are ava abe for the best of Sunday 
crosswords from the ast 50 years: 1-888-7 -ACROSS. 
AT&T users: Text NYTX to 386 to down oad puzz es, or v s t 
nyt mes.com/mob exword for more nformat on. 
On ne subscr pt ons: Today's puzz e and more than 2,000 past 
puzz es, nyt mes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year). 
Share t ps: nyt mes.com/wordp ay. 
Crosswords for young so vers: nyt mes.com/ earn ng/xwords. 
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FOOTBALL I SUSPENSION UPDATE 

Football player reinstated 
Victim requests police 
take no further action 

By KEVIN MURPHY 
Sports Editor 

An Eastern football player was 
reinstated on Friday, said Eastern head 
football coach Bob Spoo. 

Spoo said freshman linebacker 
Gordon Kickels told him the process 
was completed in the Office of Stu
dent Standards. 

Kickels was suspended indefinitely 
on Feb. 13 by the team pending fur-

ther investigation from the Office of 
Student Standards. 

"Nothing transpired, and he's been 
reinstated," S(Xlo said. 

Rich Moser, Eastern's S(XlrtS infor
mation director, said Kickels was sus
pended from team activities for viola
tion of team rules for an incident on 
Feb. 13. 

According to information obtained 
on March 12 from the Charleston 
Police Department through a freedom 
of information request, the woman 
involved has requested police take no 
further action in an incident at 9:19 
p.m. on Feb. 13. 

BASEBALL I EASTERN AT CHICAGO STATE 

According to the document, Kick
els allegedly grabbed the victim, 
punched her in the left eye and threw 
her to the ground. 

The document states Kickels then 
fled the area. 

According to the document, 
events unfolded like this: 

• Kickels was in a fight with 
another male at the party. 

• Kickels and the other males were 
asked to leave. 

• Kickels then came back into 
the house and started a fight with a 
different male, and that is when he 
grabbed the victim. 

Heather Webb, director of student 
standards, said the office does not 
release information about students. 

"I'm not going to share any infor
mation with you at all," Webb said. 

Kickels played in 11 games this 
season and notched 11 tackles, 
including six solo tackles. Three of 
his tackles were for a loss. 

"He's a guy that has good poten
tial," Spoo said. "He's also a long
snapper, and we don't have one of 
those." 

Kevin Murphy can be reached at 581-
7944 or at kjmurphy@eiu.edu. 

Panthers look to avoid letdown 

KAROLINA STRACK I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 

Junior catcher Evan Zalders throws the ball back to a pitcher during practice on March 11 in Lantz Fieldhouse. 
The Panthers went 7-1 on their spring break road trip and hit the road again today at 3 p.m. against Chicago 
State. Their home opener is 3 p.m. Wednesday against Illinois State at Coaches Stadium. 

SOFTBALL I NOTEBOOK 

Team faces 2-21 Cougars 
in non-conference game 

By COLLIN WHITCHURCH 
Assistant Sports Editor 

After finishing their spring break 
trip with a record of7-1, the Eastern 
baseball team concludes its 19-game 
season-opening road trip at 3 p.m. 
today as it travels to Chicago State. 

The Cougars have struggled to a 
2-21 start on the season with losses 
by scores of28-2, 16-0 and 31-1. 

However, Eastern senior center 
fielder Brert Nommensen said he 
tells his teammates before games like 
this to play like it is the conference 
tournament championship. 

"I would say we have to play our 
game," said Nommenson, who leads 
the team with seven home runs out 
of the leadoff spot. "Don't slump 
down to their level. We just need to 
go out and dominate and score as 
many runs as we can. Don't let down 
just because they're not as good, 
because it's baseball and anything 
can happen." 

>> SEE LETDOWN, PAGE 7 

Coppert, Nelson switch infield positions 
Infielders' switching 
leads to less errors 

By KEVIN MURPHY 
Sports Editor 

Eastern junior Megan Nelson 
and senior Sarah Coppert were fix
tures at shortstop and second base, 
respectively, all of last season. 

Nelson played all 46 games last 
season at shortstop, and Coppert 
played 43 games last season at sec
ond base. 

Through the first 12 games this 
season, that was working well. 

But Nelson had five errors 
in two games at the Kennesaw 
State Classic in February, and 
that is when Coppert and Nelson 
switched positions. 

Nelson started at second base on 
March 7 against Kansas. 

MEN'S GOLF 
Today at Butler Invitational I 

All Day - Indianapolis 

"It's working out really well," 
Nelson said. "Coppert's getting 
a lot of range. She covers second 
on steals real well. It just kind of 
worked out a lirtle better." 

Nelson has never played second 
base before. 

"It really is different," she said. 
"It took some adjustment, but I've 
gotten used to it." 

Since the end of the Kennesaw 
State Classic in 15 games, the 
two have only combined for four 
errors. 

"Sarah, right now, has a little bit 
better arm and getting to the steals 
better than Megan," said Eastern 
head coach Kim Schuerte. "Megan 
likes to cover behind the first base
man. She goes well to her left. 
They like each other, and it's work
ing better for the team." 

» SEE SWITCH, PAGE 7 

ERIN MATHENY I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 

Junior infielder Megan Nelson bunts during the Eastern softball team's 
home game against Tennessee State on March 13 at Williams Field. 

EASTERN SPORTS SCHEDULE 
BASEBALL 

Today at Chicago State I 
3 p.m. - Chicago 

M&WTENNIS 
Wednesday at Jacksonville St. I 

10 a.m. - Jacksonville, Ala. 

BASEBALL 
Wednesday vs. lllinois State I 

3 p.m. - Coaches Stadium 

NATIONAL SPORTS 
MEN'S BASKETBALL 
NIT Quarterfinals I 

6 p.m. on ESPN 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 
Second Round games I 

6 p.m. on ESPN2 

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL 
Exh. White Sox vs. Cleveland I 

7 p.m. on CSN 

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE 
Los Angeles at St. Louis I 

7:30p.m. on CSN 

MEN'S BASKETBALL 
NIT Quarterfinals I 

8 p.m. on ESPN 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 
Second Round games I 

8 p.m. on ESPN2 

SCOREBOARD 
MEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBAU 

NIT: Kentucky 65, Creighton 63 

NBA 
Chicago 101, Washington 99 
Atlanta 109, Minnesota 97 

COLLIN WHITCHURCH 

Omaha 
appears 
possible 

Eastern baseball head coach 
Jim Schmitz said before spring 
break he hoped his team could 
finish their Florida road trip 3-
2 or 4-1. 

A 4-1 finish was likely, and if 
anyone had guessed they would 
have said the one loss would 
come to No. 15 Oklahoma in 
the finale of the Bulls Classic in 
Tampa, Fla. 

Not the case. 
The Panthers did in fact fin

ish 4-1 during their Florida trip, 
but Eastern stunned the 15-3 
Sooners 8-6 behind the pitch
ing of sophomore right hander 
Mike Recchia and the hitting of 
senior center fielder Brett Nom
mensen and junior designated 
hitter Richie Derbak. 

The win is a sign the Pan
thers can compete with some 
of the best teams in the nation, 
and that mindset can be attrib
uted to their performance in 
the 2008 postseason. 

Last season, Eastern ended 
their season with losses to No. 
13 Nebraska and No. 25 Oral 
Roberts. 

While losses, those games, in 
front of crowds bigger than the 
Panthers had seen all season, 
undoubtedly prepared them for 
the big games they faced this 
season. 

» SEE WHITCHURCH, PAGE 7 

SOFTBALL 
Wednesday at Southern Illinois I 

3 p.m. - Carbondale 
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