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HOUSE HUNTERS
Students share their experiences with trying to �nd 
o�-campus living arrangements.
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PHOTOS BY JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Holland Hempen (left), a freshman English with 
teacher certification major, participates in paint 
dodgeball on Monday on the South Squad.  
Sarah Gibbens (top), a freshman communica-
tion disorders and sciences major, gets ready to 
throw a ball during paint dodgeball on Monday 
on the South Squad. 
Meanwhile, Gage Munsterman (right), a fresh-
man undecided major, throws a ball leaving 
paint trailing behind during paint dodgeball.
Even with the drizzle, participants were enthu-
siastic and played multiple rounds, each with 
foam balls dipped in different color paint.

Students let colors �y with paint dodgeball

By Bob Galuski
Managing Editor | @BobGaluski

When emergencies happen on campus, 
students who are signed up, receive text 
alerts informing them of what is happen-
ing and whether or not they should take 
action. 

Alert EIU uses text messages, but other 
forms of informing the campus include si-
rens and campus-wide emails. 

According to the Eastern website, Alert 
EIU is a “text-messaging system that alerts 
subscribers, via their cell phones, to emer-
gency situations and (if needed) advises 
them to take action. The messages are short 
-- no longer than 160 characters. Messag-
es will focus on possible threats on EIU’s 
main campus.”

When possible gunshots were report-
ed from Klehm Hall on April 7, police re-
sponded to the building. 

The gunshots turned out to be the noise 
from a shotgun used during Greek Week’s 
Tugs competition at Campus Pond. 

Dan Nadler, the vice president for stu-
dent affairs, said the reason the campus – 
and students signed up for Alert EIU – did 
not receive a notification was because of 
the police presence. 

Alert system 
in place for 
Eastern safety

Hearing set 
for murder
suspect

ALERTS, page 5 

By Bob Galuski
Managing Editor | @BobGaluski

Congressman John Shimkus (R-15th 
Congressional District) will be visiting the 
Renewable Energy Center and the Center 
for Clean Energy Research and Education 
Tuesday. 

Shimkus will be with President Bill Per-
ry, along with other faculty and staff mem-
bers during the tour. 

Patrick Early, the assistant vice president 
for communications, said in a press release 
that Shimkus wil l  meet with the facul-
ty and staff from 1 p.m. until 2 p.m., and 
then tour the Renewable Energy Center. 
The tour of the Renewable Energy Center 
will be from 2 p.m. until 3 p.m.

After that, he will get a “sneak preview” 
of the soon-to-be-opened Center for Clean 
Energy Research and Education from 3 
p.m. until 3:30 p.m. 

The grand opening of the Center for 
Clean Energy Research and Education will 

be at 11:30 a.m. April 25. 
Along with v i s i t ing the two centers , 

Shimkus, Perry and the other faculty and 
staff members will visit nearby lands where 
a variety of crops are raised specifically for 
energy production. 

T h e  Re n e w a b l e  En e r g y  C e n t e r  r e -
placed the university’s  old steam plant, 
which burned coal. The last time the plant 
burned coal was Dec. 1, 2010. 

Within the Renewable Energy Center 
are four boilers. Two boilers burn biomass, 
which is  biological  mater ia l ,  including 
woodchips and switch grass. The other two 

burn natural gas with a fuel oil backup. 
The Center for Clean Energy Research 

and Education, a 5,000-square-foot cen-
ter north of the Renewable Energy Cen-
ter near the intersection of Illinois Route 
130 and Edgar Drive, cost approximately 
$1 million to complete. Groundbreaking 
began in 2013. 

Bob Galuski can 
be reached at 581-2812 

or dennewsdesk@gmail.com.

Congressman to visit Energy Center
What: John Shimkus to tour Renewable Energy Center, Center for 
Clean Energy Research and Education
When: 1 p.m. until 3:30 p.m. Tuesday

Congressman John Shimkus, accompanied by President Bill Perry, will be 
given a tour of the Renewable Energy Center and Center for Clean Energy 
Research and Education. The Center for Clean Energy will have its grand 
opening April 25. 

TRYING TO STEP UP A NOTCH
Coming o� of a series loss, the Eastern baseball 
team prepares to go head-to-head against Indiana 
State. 
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By Katie Smith 
Photo Editor | @DEN_News

A status hearing was set Monday during a 
Charleston man’s �rst court appearance to ad-
dress charges of �rst-degree murder in connec-
tion with the death of Gina Giberson. 

Larry Steeples was arrested and charged April 7, 
with two counts of �rst-degree murder with intent 
to kill or injure and one count of �rst-degree mur-
der with strong probability to kill or injure. 

Steeples requested, and was granted, a one-week 
continuance on Monday. His status hearing is set 
to take place at 9 a.m. April 21 in courtroom No. 
1. 

Steeples faces accusations of causing Giberson’s 
death, which Chief Deputy Coroner Mike Ben-
nett said was brought about by multiple gunshot 
wounds.

Steeples, a Charleston resident, who was last 
known to reside at 216 W. Vine Ave., is still in po-
lice custody and his bond is set at $5 million. 

Steeples has a history of reports filed against 
him by Giberson, including an order of protection 
of which he was supposed to attend court for one 
day after Giberson’s death. 

Katie Smith can 
be reached at 581-2812 

or kesmith2@eiu.edu.



By Alex Seidler
Sta� Reporter | @DEN_News

The process of selecting an apart-
ment can be overwhelming to some 
and completely worth it to others. 
Even though every student has dif-
ferent reasons for choosing to get an 
apartment they all have di�erent expe-
riences with the process that follows.  

Mallorie Mosely, a sophomore psy-
chology major, said some of her reasons 
for selecting an apartment over the res-
idence halls are for sanitation and cost. 

“(I was) living with a bunch of girls, 
(and) it was dirty,” she said. “�ey only 
clean showers twice a week and there’s 
like 50 girls on the floor. The apart-
ment is also cheaper.”

Julie Roberts, the property manag-
er of Unique Properties, said she has 
many students each year getting apart-
ments from there. Most of Unique 
Properties is online and they are one of 
many places students can go to �nd an 
apartment that is closer to the school.  

“We show them different apart-
ments based on what they’re look-
ing for like di�erent sizes, number of 
roommates and cost,” she said. “�en 
they have to �ll out an application. We 
give them a handbook to look through 
and they sign their lease agreement. We 
make it easy for them.” 

In Mosely’s case she went about 
�nding an apartment the old fashioned 
way. 

“We just got a newspaper and start-
ed from there,” she said. “We wrote 
down every place we were interested 
in and called to �nd out more. At the 
beginning we had about seven places 
to choose from, but after �guring our 
budget and a distance from campus we 
ended up with three we were looking 
into.”

Amy Whitcomb, a graduate psy-
chology major, tried a di�erent route at 
�nding her apartment. 

“I did a lot of searching on differ-
ent websites to check out prices and 
listing apartments side by side to com-
pare,” she said. “I Google searched a lot 
of apartments to �nd the information 
I needed.” 

Both these students have said this 
process for them was long and stressful. 

“It’s a bit overwhelming,” Mosely 
said. “Especially when you don’t know 
where to go to �rst. It took us a month 
or so, but it took a lot in that month 
and we were some of the lucky ones. 
�ey even lowered their price knowing 
we were moving in mid-school year.” 

When students choose to get an 
apartment with another person, they 
also have to consult with them as well 
before making �nal decisions. 

“Among all three of us, when we 
were searching for an apartment, some 
of the biggest things we had to agree on 
when deciding what apartment to take 
were safety, location and of course, a 
price that is budget-friendly for every-
body,” Whitcomb said.

Whitcomb also said that �nding the 
best pricing as the hardest step in the 
process. 

“Each of us had a slightly di�erent 
idea of what’s considered a good price,” 
she said. “It took me from October un-
til December to decide.”

Mosely said the most stressful part 
for her was agreeing with her room-
mate. “We couldn’t decide whether 
price or comfort was more important,” 
she said. 

When going apartment shopping, 
constant communication between po-
tential roommates is vital and can 
change the course of plans, as was the 
case with Tony Alozie, a junior biolo-
gy major. 

Alozie decided to get an apartment 
with a friend from a di�erent campus 
but after signing the lease the friend 
backed out. 

“At first, I couldn’t find anyone at 
all,” he said. “They said by the time 

move in date comes, I would either 
have had to have found a roommate 
or they would give me a random one. 
After a month or two I found a friend 
willing to move in.”

Alozie said his reasons for getting an 
apartment was to get freedom and save 
money. But through his experience he 
has some advice to share with others. 

“I would suggest wait till your friend 
is there to sign the lease with you,” he 
said. 

Alozie said while he managed to save 
cost without room and board he still 
had to �nd a way to pay for his living 
expenses. 

“I had to get a job to pay for food 
and electric bill,” he said. “I paid my 
rent with my refund check. The rent 
was $515 a month, but it all worked 
out for the best.”  

While an apartment is more a�ord-
able and favorable to underclassmen 
some upper level students have found 
a di�erent option. Kara Baker, senior 
science with teacher certi�cation under 
earth science major, decided to live in 
a house with her two other friends two 
years ago and said she prefers it as an 
alternative option. 

“I think that a house is better be-
cause you get to know your neighbor 
better and it’s cheaper,” she said. “It 
also feels more like home and you have 
a yard. Also you have better parking in 

a house.”
Baker said that people who don’t like 

roommates should not get a house be-
cause they will be intimately involved 
in their lives. She said she was already 
best friends with her roommates before 
living with them in a house. 

“Make sure your roommates are 
your friends �rst. I was lucky because 
my roommates were my best friends 
�rst,” she said. “Look at a lot of places. 
Also, if you plan on having a cat or dog 
make sure they are pet friendly. Don’t 
wait until the last minute because the 
good places will be gone by then.” 

She also had some advice for people 
who might be thinking about choosing 
that option in the future.

“I would say find a good landlord 
and see who rents from a good land-
lord,” she said. “I highly advise pay-
ing your rent in full for the whole year 
that way if you run out of money you 
at least have a place to live. Ask how 
much utilities cost. See if they allow 
gardening. Ask if they will allow you to 
put nails on the wall. Lastly, don’t let 
the person pressure you to sign for the 
house until you absolutely want to.” 

Alex Seidler can 
be reached at 581-2812 

or ajseidler@eiu.edu.

Students share apartment, 
house-hunting experiences

K ATIE SMITH | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
 Whether students find their apartments through newspaper classifieds or by word of mouth from friends, their 
house-hunting experiences are as unique as their living situations. 

Sunny
High: 45°
Low: 28°

Partly Cloudy
High: 56°
Low: 39°

TODAY WEDNESDAY

Local weather

For more weather visit castle.eiu.edu/weather.
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Recognize yourself in 

Daily Eastern Newsth
e

Need to give your mom new pics?
Find and Purchase your photos at

denphotos.smugmug.com

217-345-2363 
youngstownapts@consolidated.net 

Contact Jen Carver for a showing 
Now Leasing 3 locations! 

Youngstown Apts (S. 9th in woods) 
Fully Furnished 1, 2, 3 bedrooms 

ONLY A FEW LEFT! DEPOSIT SPECIALS 
 

Royal Heights (behind Subway) 
2&3bedroom/1.5 bath rates! 

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
(water & electric included) Pets Welcome 

10mth lease-$100/person deposit special! 
12mth lease-1st month rent free special! 

 

1125 4th st (next to Millennium) 
3bedroom/1bath W/Washer and Dryer 

$325/person-Pets Welcome (2person rate  
available) Newly Renovated 

217-345-2363d! 

Tweet
   Tweet

Follow the Daily Eastern 
News Twitter!

den_news
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Intersession begins May 20 & Summer Term starts June 9-enroll today!Intersession begins May 20 & Summer Term starts June 9-enroll today!

Summertime classes are here!

Home for the summer?

Not home? 
Try an 

online class!



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
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




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Attention local businesses!

Let all new and transfer students 
and their parents know about 

you and your business 
by being featured in our 

New Student Guide, our guide to all 
things EIU and Charleston,

out this summer!

Call Rachel at 581-2816 for more details!

DEN

We’re going 
all digital this 
summer!
Starting May 12th

Read all the latest in...
news, sports, and features any time at

www.dennews.com

By Kaylie Homann
Staff Reporter | @kayliehomann

Commonalities, good or bad, 
bring people together to form a 
community.  This is exactly what 
Holly Swyers studies and research-
es. Swyers, the associate profes-
sor of anthropology at Lake For-
est College, focuses her studies on 
how Americans form communi-
ties. 

Swyers will be talking to stu-
dents at Eastern about bleacher 
regular Chicago Cubs fans and how 
they have created a long-standing 
community with the only com-
monality being that they love Cubs 
baseball. The talk is based on the 
book “Wrigley Regulars: Finding 

Community in the Bleachers” that 
Swyers wrote in 2010. 

The lecture will be at 11 a.m. 
April  18 at Buzzard Hall  room 
1501. 

The Cubs fans that compose this 
bleacher family met in the bleach-
ers at different times and have cre-
ated a family through their experi-
ences together. 

“Being a member of the bleacher 
family means attending weddings 
and funerals, taking vacations to-
gether and watching each other’s 
kids,” Swyers said. “I will be talk-
ing about what the group does to 
create these strong ties between 
people who seem to have nothing 
in common but a love for Cubs 
baseball.” 

When Swyers decided she want-
ed to research how Americans form 
communit ies ,  she  thought  the 
bleacher regulars were an epitome 
of what she wanted to study. 

The process  of  bui lding and 
maintaining a community is relat-
able to any type of group, Swyers 
said. 

“I’ve had people tell  me that 
their book group or their dog park 
group … do a lot of the things that 
the regulars do to create a sense of 
belonging,” said Swyers. 

Swyers is one of many speak-
ers who have been picked to come 
speak by Donald Holly, Jr., Profes-
sor of Anthropology at Eastern. 

Holly has had many speakers 
who have a variety of topics in-

cluding Navajo raps, witchcraft 
and voodoo. 

He chose Swyers to come speak 
at Eastern because of the identi-
ty and community she discusses 
about Cubs fans and the relativity 
it would be to the audience.

 Holly also said that Cubs fans 
are not only bonded together be-
cause they like the Cubs, but be-
cause they experience the Cubs los-
ing a lot of games. 

“Cubs fans have a strong identi-
ty linking them together through 
misery,” Swyers said. “And there’s a 
lot of Cubs fans around here.”

The lecture on Friday is open 
to the publ ic ,  and Swyers  wi l l 
also speak in Holly’s anthropolo-
gy classes. 

Kaylie Homann can 
be reached at 581-2812 

or dennewsdeskgmail.com.

Speaker to explore mentality of Cubs fans
“Cubs fans have a strong identity linking them together 
through misery and there’s a lot of Cubs fans around here.”

-Holly Swyers, associate professor of anthropology at Lake Forest College

Reading food

K ATIE SMITH | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Kristyn Grice, a senior elementary education major, and Shanel McDonald, a senior family and consumer 
sciences major, look at the Edible Book exhibit Monday at Booth Library. The women’s favorites included 
the Forest Gump display and the Best in Show winner,  “Reading is Sweet as Peach,” James in the Giant 
Peach, which was constructed by Michelle Cheval and Justin Decker. Grice and McDonald said they 
originally went to the library to study for their final weeks of classes, but were distracted by the edibile 
story scenes.

By Jarad Jarmon
Associate News Editor | @JJarmonReporter 

�e Charleston City Council will be 
voting to authorize the engineering agree-
ment with Consolidated Services, Inc. for 
the 12th St. project at 7 p.m. Tuesday in 
the City Hall council chambers. 

This agreement will allow for Con-
solidated Services to start designing the 
storm sewers to be made on the 12th St. 
road. �is is a part of an on-going proj-
ect to enhance the 12th St. road close to 
Greek Court. Mayor Larry Rennels said 
this project is expected to be worked on 
for years. 

As part of the project, the city also 
plans on widening the street as well as re-
�ning the street as a whole. Rennels said 
this project would alleviate the tra�c go-
ing to 9th St. He said this will hopeful-
ly encourage people to use 12th St. more. 

They will also be voting to use 
$150,000 from the motor fuel tax funds 
for the 12th St. project. �is money will 
not be used all at once but will be set aside 
for the project over the coming years. 

$25,000 will be contracted to Consolidat-
ed Services for the designs. 

Rennels said this does not mean they 
will necessarily pay the full $25,000. He 
added it is just the maximum amount the 
city is paying. 

They will also be filing an ordinance 
for public inspection that would restrict 
parking on McLeod Ave.  Residents 
have made a petition for no parking on 
the street because the street is not wide 
enough to handle parking on both sides. 
Rennels said many of the employees from 
Monicals’ Pizza and Charleston Family 
Dental have been parking on the road �ll-
ing up much of the road. 

�ey will also be looking at amending 
the 3 percent increase to the Sewer and 
Water rates.

�ey will also be amending city bud-
get for the �scal year from 2013 to 2014. 
�e will also be approving the city budget 
beginning May 1, 2014 and ending April 
30, 2015.

Jarad Jarmon can be reached 
at 581-2812 or jsjarmon@eiu.edu

City Council to 
approve contract 
for 12th St. project
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A few weeks back, rapper Nicki Minaj 
dropped a track titled “Chiraq” featuring 
Chicago rapper Lil Herb. The song has an 
undeniably catchy feel to it, channelling the 
same vibe that the likes of Chief Keef and 
King Louie rose to fame with, but there’s 
something about it that I can’t help but feel 
unsettled about.

The term “Chiraq,” a combination of 
Chicago and Iraq, comes from the unfortu-
nately violent incidents that tend to occur 
in both places. The term started to come 
to more prominence after Kanye West stat-
ed in his song “Murder For Excellence” that 
more people were murdered in Chicago than 
American soldiers in Iraq in 2008. Since 
then, publications like Vice have done doc-
umentary pieces on Chicago’s most violent 
neighborhoods, shining a light into some of 
the city’s darker streets.

The term is in no sense a positive, and we 
shouldn’t look at it in any other way. Chi-
cago has some problems. Everybody knows 
that. What I would hope is that every-
one also knows, even though they proba-
bly do not, is that romanticizing a place for 

its murder rate and comparison to an actu-
al war-zone, and then using it as promotion-
al material for your product, is in fact, pret-
ty messed up.

There are a lot of people who died 
because of what “Chiraq” means, some of 
them were probably fans of Nicki Minaj, 
Now, the deaths of those same people and 
the culture they were entrapped in, are being 
used to put money right back in the pockets 
of record companies and other big wigs who 
are never going to set foot in Englewood or 
Roseland.

Whether you’re from Chicago, near it, or 
not even close to it, you shouldn’t be proud 
that people call it “Chiraq.” You should 

be insulted, really. You should take offense 
that its embracing the violence that goes 
on there. You should take offense that there 
actually are people really living in real war 
zones across the world and that people think 
these two things are even comparable.

This isn’t a piece about how to solve all 
of Chicago’s problems, because frankly, I 
don’t know. What I do know is that I don’t 
want this song’s title to turn “Chiraq” into 
a trendy saying (more so than it already 
is) or further trivialize the issues of vio-
lence among young people in the inner city. 
There’s a lot of great, positive things that 
happen every day in Chicago. 

That’s not to say that we should simply 
ignore the bad, but we shouldn’t embrace it, 
and we certainly shouldn’t be letting some-
body else profit off of it.

 
Dominic Renzetti is a family and consumer 

science major. He can be reached at 581-2812 
or DENopinions@gmail.com.

Dominic Renzetti

Embracing ‘Chiraq’ shouldn’t be encouraged

“LET’S GIVE 
THEM

SOMETHING 
TO TALK 
ABOUT”

To submit your opinion on today’s 
topic, bring it in with identi�cation 
to �e DEN at 1811 Buzzard Hall 
or submit it electronically from the 
author’s EIU email address to 

DENopinions@gmail.com by 
4 p.m. today or reply to us on social 
media.

“Have you heard the 
term “Chiraq” around 

campus?

STAFF EDITORIAL

The daily editorial is the majority opinion 
of the editorial board of The Daily Eastern 
News.

Get social

“All truths are easy to under-
stand once they are discovered; 
the point is to discover them. ”

- Galileo Galilei

Quote of the Day

Russia cuts it close before the Olympics

The Daily Eastern News

@DEN_News

For extended letters and 
forums for all content visit 
dailyeasternnews.com

   rite a letter to the editor

You have something to say. Knowing 
this, The Daily Eastern News provides 

a place for you to say it every day.

W

Letters to the editor can be submitted at any 
time on any topic to the Opinions Editor to be 
published in The Daily Eastern News. The DEN’s 
policy is to run all letters that are not libelous or 
potentially harmful. Letters to the editor can be 
brought in with identi�cation to The DEN or sent 
to DENopinions@gmail.com.

All emergencies need notification
When possible gunshots were reported 

from Klehm Hall on April 7, the Eastern 
community did not receive a notification 
through the EIU Alert System. 

Despite having the university’s police de-
partment respond to Klehm Hall, Eastern 
students, faculty and staff should have been 
notified by the university of what was hap-
pening. 

The incident was first reported at around 
4 p.m. on April 7, a time when students 
and professors are either leaving classes or 
going to them. The fact that the police were 
there is not enough of a deterrent, but in-
stead it may have caused more people to 
show up to see what was happening. 

As a student, when signing up for the 
alert system, we are told that in cases of 
emergencies, there will be notification to let 
students know what is going on and what 
they should do. 

On April 7, there was no such notifica-

tion. 
Even though the “possible gunshots in-

s ide Klehm Hall” turned out to be the 
sound of a shotgun over at Greek Week’s 
Tugs competition, at the time, clearly who-
ever reported the gunshots did not know 
this. 

There is no reason not to send out an 
alert. If alerts are sent about things like 
break-ins near campus, then gunshots re-
ported on campus should be first on the 
list. 

If the alert system is not sent out, then 
the entire support system breaks down and 
students are left nearly unaware. 

Although The Daily Eastern News re-
ported on the incident, it is still up to the 
university to make sure the students are 
properly alerted to what is happening on 
campus. 

That was the agreement when signing up. 
That was the deal. 

Now, when something serious could have 
occurred, instead of a text being sent out to 
tell students that maybe they should steer 
clear of Klehm Hall until the situation was 
figured out, they were left unaware. 

If there had been real gunshots inside, 
students out on the campus, either going to 
or from class could have been put in dan-
ger. This is not acceptable by any means. 

Although the police were in the area and 
they responded swiftly, that does not ne-
gate the fact that students still have a right 
to know what exactly is happening on their 
campus. 

Without the system for students to rely 
on, the entire structure can be torn down. 
It is not the right system if it does not work 
when there is a real emergency. 

Letter to the Editor
What a pleasant surprise when I opened to page 
four of the DEN today and read 
“No bunny loves you more than God” by Brian 
Weaver.

Thank you Brian for sharing the true meaning 
of Easter.  In a time of when the world is a mess 
at time. It’s great to look beyond ourselves and 
know that there is a God that meets us where 
we are. Most of us are broken and unaware that 
there is someone who loves us unconditionally.  
Thank you for reminding me of this today

Jana Johnson-WEIU Membership Manager
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Come back tomorrow to get the scoop on 
what’s happening at EIU and in Charleston!

NOW LEASING FOR FALL
2014-2015

BUCHANAN STREET
A PA RT M E N T S

*close to campus
*plenty of off-street parking

*water/trash included

217-345-1266
BuchananSt.com

1, 2, & 3 
BEDROOM 

APARTMENTS 
AVAILABLE

Nice 1-6 Bedroom Homes Close to Campus Still Available!

Sign a lease with NO MONEY DOWN 
& Reserve your home for the Fall now!

SAVE BIG BY SIGNING A LEASE RATE! 
PRICES HAVE BEEN REDUCED!

Call 708-772-3711 for more information!
WWW.HALLBERGRENTALS.COM

1,2,3 Bedroom         
Close To Campus!!!
345-6533

» ALERTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“We had University Police Of-
ficers in the immediate vicinity 
and they were able to investigate 
and confirm that there wasn’t any 
imminent threat to the EIU com-
munity,” he said. “As a result, we 
did not send out an alert.”

Eastern also incorporates other 
methods of informing the campus 
as to emergencies on campus. 

Along with the sirens, emails 
and text messages, Eastern also 

u s e s  a  “p h o n e  t r e e”  m e t h o d , 
where it “will help notify key in-
div idual s  in  depar tments/pro-
grams on campus; they, in turn, 
will  post this emergency infor-
mation in accessible locations for 
general public awareness,” accord-
ing to the website. 

The emergency s i ren i s  a l so 
tested every month – the f i r s t 
Tuesday of each month. The si-
ren sounds, followed by a gener-

al test message. According to the 
website, its “pulse tone is distinct 
from the normal continuous tone 
used by Coles County Emergency 
Services as a severe weather alert. 

That siren is tested at 10 a.m. 
o n  th e  f i r s t  Tue s da y  o f  e a ch 
month. 

Bob Galuski can 
be reached at 581-2812 

or dennewsdesk@gmail.com.

K ATIE SMITH | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
An armed Charleston police officer patrols the perimiters of Klehm Hall after a false call reporting shots fired 
at Klehm April 7. Despite the reports, the building's doors were open, and professors inside did not receive any 
notification of the potential emergency. 

By Jarad Jarmon 
Associate News Editor |@JJarmonReporter 

Mushrooms used primarily in cooking 
have been focus of study for one biological 
sciences professor. 

Collecting mushrooms as well as other 
fungi and molds, Andrew Methven, who is 
retiring at the end of this semester, has now 
collected something entirely di�erent. 

At a faculty senate meeting, Methven 
was awarded this year’s Distinguished Fac-
ulty Award. 

Economic professor Mingh Dao, who 
was on the awards committee deciding 
who would win the award, said the award 
is one of the highest accolades faculty can 
receive. Despite having six nominations for 
the award, Dao said it was an almost unan-
imous decision fairly early on in the discus-
sion of who deserved the award. 

Methven said he was pleasantly sur-
prised when he found out he won. 

“From working on committee on cam-
pus I know we have a lot of excellent com-
mittees on campus,” Methven said. “�e 
other �ve people could have easily gotten 
the award as I did.” 

Dao said he was easy choice for multi-
ple reasons. �e committee looked at three 
criteria for the award including what they 
have done in teaching, in research and in 
service the community. He added Meth-
ven had exceeded each of these criteria “go-
ing above and beyond the call of duty.”

Methven has worked on various proj-
ects revolving around mushrooms. Over 
the years, he has collected and studied le-
gion of fungi samples. With the help of 
graduate and undergraduate students, he 
has also studied the various and frequent 
molds that have grown throughout the bi-

ological sciences building and Blair Hall. 
He still keeps many of these in buckets 
�lled to the brim with molds. 

Methven said he has always been fasci-
nated with fungi and molds, which is why 
he chose the study mycology. 

His interest in the field has also giv-
en him a scienti�c funny bone, which has 
seeped into his teaching. 

“I have all the standard mushroom 
jokes like ‘I must be a mushroom because 
they keep me in the dark,’” Methven said. 

Dao said Methven had been changing 
his teaching methods consistently through-
out his career, starting in 1987. He added 
Methven’s student evaluations also showed 
how positively responsive his previous stu-
dents have been. 

Despite originally planning to move on 
to something better, Methven, in his �rst 
years as an Eastern professor, was unsure 
on whether he would stay at the universi-
ty, thinking there was something better on. 
He said he quickly realized this university 
would be his home where he would come 
to join several Eastern councils and com-
mittees to improve the campus. 

Retiring in May, Methven will move on 
to be an adjunct professor at Eastern and 
then move to Savannah Georgia to be with 
his wife. 

Methven said he is extremely excited 
for the future, as it has been a while since 
he was unsure of what he would be doing, 
since he has taught much of his life. 

Methven added it has been a tremen-
dous honor receiving the award and it is a 
good send o� to have. 

 Jarad Jarmon can 
be reached at 581-2812 

or jsjarmon@eiu.edu

Biological sciences 
professor receives 
faculty award

HELP US HELP YOU! 
ADVERTISE WITH THE DEN

217-581-2816
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For rent For rentFor rent

www.woodrentals.com 

No gimmicks, Just Good Housing.  
25+ years of proven rental management 
 
RENT Now, May, or Fall 2014 
 
Housing for 1, 2, 3, or 4 

 

1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377 
Charleston, IL 61920 
217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472 

Call for an 
appointment! 

Check 
out this           
Friday’s 

VERGE 

Get all the latest info 
on what’s going on in 

music, movies, 
games, and fun here 

in Charleston!

Get running.

Place an ad in the DEN.
217-581-2816

Get the DEN sent straight to your email! 
Sign up today at DENnews.com

1, 2, 3 and 4 BEDROOM APARTMENTS 
AVAILABLE JUNE OR AUGUST

820 LINCOLN AVE, CHARLESTON, IL
Office Hours 9-5 M-F, 9-3 Sat

WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM

*Quiet 
locations

*As low as 
$285/mo each 
person

For appointment 
Phone 

217- 348- 7746

FOR RENT

581-2812

Are you a landlord with 

apartments available 

for next year?

Get them move-in ready! 
To advertise, call...

Let students know 
by advertising in our 
Classi�eds section!

Don’t wait until it’s 
too late!

Sublessors

Rental Rates YOU can Afford!!
Lease Now for 2014!

789 Lincoln Ave.
www.unique-properties.net

217.345.RENT

1, 2, 3, & 4 
Bedrooms

217.345.9595 
EIUStudentRentals.com

Quality &        
location at a 
great price

Sadly we announce the city of Charles-
ton has closed the Cupcake Truck due 
to zoning. We were unable to secure 
another spot. 

Nice 4 bedroom house, 10 month 
lease, A/C dishwasher, o� street park-
ing, $300 per bedroom. 217-273-1395
__________________________4/15
Large 3, 4, 5 bedroom houses. A/c, 10 
month lease, dishwasher, 
W/D. 217-273-1395
__________________________4/15
Available for 2014 school year, one, 
two, and three bedroom apartments. 
Fully furnished living room and bed-
rooms. Mix of ceramic, hardwood, and 
laminate flooring, washer/dryer. Ca-
thedral ceilings, skylights. Leather fur-
niture. Lincoln Street/Division Street 
location, close to Lantz. For additional 
information and a tour call 217-508-
6757 or write to 
777aboveandbeyond@gmail.com
__________________________4/16
5 bedroom house close to campus! 
254-1311 dcburte@gmail.com
__________________________4/16
Special - Special - Special - Our beau-
tiful houses, only 1/2 block from the 
Rec Center, are available at very low 
rates! Call us before you sign up, we 
will save you MONEY! 345-5048 
__________________________4/17
Beautiful, near-new construction! 3 
BDR, 2 1/2 bath, laundry in unit, balco-
ny, & garage. $1185/mo ($395/stu-
dent). Single BDR also available. 
Call now, 630-505-8374.
__________________________4/17
Available now and fall 2014 - Four bed-
room house fully furnished 1 1/2 
blocks from Old Main on Lincoln Ave. 
Two bathroom, washer/dryer. Large 
kitchen, formal dinning room , hard-
wood, ceramic and carpeted �ooring. 
For additional information and a tour 
call  217-508-6757 or write to 
777aboveandbeyond@gmail.com
__________________________4/17
4-5 bedroom house, 1109 4th St. $280/
person. 345-6257
__________________________4/18
Close to campus. Attractive, quiet and 
a�ordable. 2 BR $375/person all inclu-
sive. Call or text 217-273-6820 or 217-
273-2048. 
__________________________4/18
Call Now, Only 3 Left! Reasonable 1 
and 2 bedroom apartments, across 
from Doudna, utilities included. 217-
345-2416
__________________________4/18
We accept �nancial aid!!! Save $4,000 
compared to dorms, great 1,2 & 3 bed-
rooms. Call or text 217-273-6820 or 
217-273-2048.
__________________________4/18

Millennium Place - 2 subleasers need-
ed immediately for 2014-2015 school 
year! 1 block from campus, fully fur-
nished, 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
dishwasher, washer/dryer. $525/
monthly all inclusive. If interested, 
please call or text (773) 988-6193.
__________________________4/15
Sublease needed! Unique Homes 3 
bedroom apartment, $375/month. 
Call Macey, 217-377-1169.
__________________________4/22

For rent

Nice 3 and 6 BR houses. Fall ‘14. A/C, 
W/D, dishwasher, trash pd. Close to 
EIU. $300/person, 11 month lease. Call 
or text Bobby 847-826-5626.
__________________________4/18
GO GREEN! WE o�er apartments with 
solar heating and LED lighting.  Only 
$300 a month. Call or text 217-273-
6820 or 217-273-2048
__________________________4/18
BOWERS RENTAL - Nice 2-4 BR homes 
for Fall. 6 month leases available. Dis-
counted prices starting at $300/BR. 
Call or text 217-345-4001 or visit us at 
eiuliving.com. 
__________________________4/18
Nice house for rent. 3-4 students. 1526 
3rd Street. Fall 2014-2015. Washer/ 
Dyer, Central Air, Front Porch, Large 
Yard, High E�ciency Furnace, Trash in-
cluded. Call 217-549-5402.
__________________________4/18 
Great Location! Fall 2014. Newly Re-
modeled 4 BD houses on 12th Street. 
Walk to campus. Early move in avail-
able. Yard service included. No pets. 
217-549-9348
__________________________4/18
CHECK US OUT NEXT TO DOUNDA! 
1812 9TH ST. 2 & 3 BEDROOMS 
AVAILABLE ‘14-’15! ALSO, 1 BD FOR 
SUMMER, 1205 GRANT - RENT NOW! 
SAMMYRENTALS.COM, CALL OR 
TEXT 549-4011
__________________________4/18
Huge one and two BR apts. Best prices, 
call us �rst. Trash, water, Central Air, 
Fitness Center, Walk-in closets. 815-
600-3129 Leave Message.
__________________________4/21
SUMMER STORAGE, SIZES 4X12 UP 
TO 10X30, PRICES STARTING AT $30/
MONTH. 217-348-7746 
__________________________4/24
Discounts on 3, 4, 5 BR houses. Close to 
campus. Appliances & trash included. 
217-649-6508 www.keslerodle.com
__________________________4/24
1 and 2 bedrooms for Fall. 
EIUSudentRenals.com 217-345-9595
__________________________4/25
Discounts on 4, 5 and 6 BR houses! 
EIUStudentRentals.com 217-355-9595
__________________________4/25
For Rent: 3 bedroom house at 1521 
11th Street, 11 month lease, $235 per 
person a month, w/d call 549-7031
__________________________4/25
Fall 2014: 2 bedroom duplex east of 
campus - all inclusive plans available! 
rcrRentals.com or 217-345-5832
__________________________4/25
3-4 BR 2 BA. W/D, $225/person. 1210 
Division- across from park.  345-5555, 
Larry. 
__________________________4/25
Newly remodeled houses. Close to 
campus. 3 & 4 BR. 217-962-0790
__________________________4/29
3 Bedroom furnished apartment for 
2014-15 school year. $185 per student 
for a 10 month lease, no pets. 
Call 345-3664.
__________________________4/30
UNIQUE PROPERTIES HAS SPRING 
FEVER! WE’VE DROPPED OUR PRIC-
ES!! COME CHECK OUT ONE OF OUR 
SPACIOUS, BEAUTIFULLY FUR-
NISHED APARTMENTS! ALL INCLU-
SIVE PRICES BEGIN AT JUST $395! 
EXCELLENT LOCATIONS STILL 
AVAILABLE FOR FALL! NEED A SIX 
MONTH LEASE? NO PROBLEM, WE 
HAVE JUST THE SPOT FOR YOU! 
ROOMMATE MATCHING IS AVAIL-
ABLE! CALL US TODAY FOR YOUR 
APARTMENT SHOWING 345-RENT 
(7368)!!! STAY UNIQUE! WWW.
UNIQUE-PROPERTIES.NET 
__________________________4/30

Great Deals & Great Locations. 1, 2, 3 
bedrooms ~~ May or Fall 2014. Come 
to the o�ce at 715 Grant Located in 
Park Place across from the Union. 
Walk-ins Welcome. 217-348-1479
___________________________5/1
P.P. & W PROPERTIES. Please contact us 
at www.ppwrentals.com, 217-348-
8249.
___________________________5/1
AVAILABLE AUGUST 2014 1 and 3 
bedroom apts., one block north of Old 
Main on 6th Street. 
www.ppwrentals.com, 217-348-8249.
___________________________5/1
NEW 2 BEDROOM APTS DIRECTLY 
ACROSS FROM BUZZARD ON 9th 
STREET washer, dryer, dishwasher, mi-
crowave, major appliances, central 
heat and a/c. Call us for more details. 
www.ppwrentals.com, 217-348-8249.
___________________________5/1
STUDIO & ONE BEDROOM APTS lo-
cated in “The Fields,”  3 blocks from 
campus, available August 2014. 
Washer, dryer, dishwasher, microwave, 
major appliances, central heat and a/c. 
All apts. are less than 5 years old. 
www.ppwrentals.com, 217-348-8249.
___________________________5/1
BRITTANY RIDGE TOWNHOUSES  For 
3-5 persons, unbeatable �oor plan, 3 & 
4 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths, deck, central 
air, washer, dryer, dishwasher. Free 
trash and parking, low utility bills, local 
responsive landlord. Starting @ 210 / 
person. Available Fall 2014, lease 
length negotiable. 217-246-3083
___________________________5/5
www.CharlestonILApts.com 
___________________________5/5
June or August:  2 BR apts. 2001 S. 12th 
St. and 1305 18th St. all appliances, 
trash pd. 348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/5
MELROSE & BROOKLYN APTS  Re-
cently Reduced Prices + Free DVR + 
$200 OFF Sec. Dep. with coupon = LIV-
ING IN YOUR DREAM APARTMENT IN 
2014-2015! 217-345-5515 
www.melroseonfourth.com
___________________________5/5
August:  3 BR apt, 820 Lincoln Ave, All 
appliances and dishwasher, water & 
trash pd. 348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/5
For Fall very nice 3 bed 2 bath duplex 
with 3 separate vanities, W/D, and 
dishwasher in unit. On campus side of 
12th Street. 217-493-7559 myei-
uhome.com
___________________________5/5
July or August:  2 BR apts. 955 4th St. - 
All appliances, with dishwasher, ga-
rage, water & trash pd. 348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/5
4 BR, 2 BA duplex, 1 blk. from EIU, 1520 
9th St. Stove, fridge, microwave, dish-
washer, W/D, trash pd. 350/ person. 
348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/5
June or August:  1 BR deluxe apts. 117 
W. Polk, 905 A Street, 1306/1308 Ar-
thur Ave, all appliances, with W/D & 
dishwasher, trash pd. 348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/5
VERY NICE 6 bedroom 3 bath house 
behind Family Video with dishwasher, 
W/D, and 4 separate bathroom vani-
ties. Excellent parking - 4 people $350 
each / 5 people $325 each / 6 people 
$300 each myeiuhome.com 217-493-
1559
___________________________5/5

June:  1 & 2 BR apt, 605 W. Grant, stove, 
fridge, dishwasher, w/d or w/d hook-
up, trash pd. 348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/5
4 BEDROOM TOWNHOUSE CLOSE TO 
CAMPUS. $225/ MONTH FOR 4 PEO-
PLE; $275/ MONTH FOR 3 PEOPLE, 
CALL/TEXT 708-254-0455
___________________________5/5
Short on Cash? Sign a Lease with No 
Money Down! One to Six Bedroom 
Homes. Close to Campus Available. 
Call 815-546-6767 for More Info! 
___________________________5/5
SUMMER STORAGE, SIZES 4X12 UP 
TO 10X30, PRICES STARTING AT $30/
MONTH. 217-348-7746 
___________________________5/5
Still Looking for a House for Fall? Clean, 
Well-Maintained Homes at EIU. You 
won’t �nd nicer homes for LESS- Guar-
anteed! Stop looking at expensive 
rentals when you can get more for 
LESS! Call 815-546-6767.
___________________________5/5
2014 Fall semester 3 Bed, 2 Bath house. 
W/D, pets possible. 273-2507 call or 
text 1710 11th Street. 
___________________________5/5
FALL 2014: VERY NICE 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 BR 
HOUSES, TOWNHOUSES, & APART-
MENTS. EXCELLENT LOCATIONS, 1-3 
BLOCKS FROM CAMPUS. 
217-493-7559, myeiuhome.com
___________________________5/5
Reduced Rentals on Campus Available! 
Super Nice Homes- Bargain Priced. Pay 
your rent & have money left over for 
the weekends! Be AMAZED at how AF-
FORDABLE great houses are! Call 815-
546-6767.
___________________________5/5
BUCHANAN ST. APARTMENTS - 1, 2, 
& 3 BR apartments. Water and trash 
included. Plenty of o�-street park-
ing. Call 345-1266 or go to our web-
site, www.BuchananSt.com. 
___________________________5/5
1, 2, and 3 bedroom apartments, 
available now, June, or August. Fur-
nished or unfurnished. Laundry, 
A/C, clean, and a�ordable. Close to 
EIU. No Pets. 345-7286, Williams 
Rentals. www.jwilliamsrentals.com 
___________________________5/5
5 bedroom house for Fall. Central 
air, W/D, close to EIU. Clean, a�ord-
able, locally owned and managed. 
No pets. 345-7286, Williams Rentals. 
www.jwilliamsrentals.com
___________________________5/5
2 BR, 2 BATH APARTMENTS. 1026 ED-
GAR DRIVE, 2/3 BR HOMES. $250 PER 
PERSON. 549-4074 OR 294-1625
___________________________5/5
Storage for summer, limited num-
ber of units available, at $45/month. 
345-7286, Williams Rentals. 
___________________________5/5
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TRACK AND FIELD

By Aldo Soto
Assistant Sports Editor | @AldoSoto21

�e Eastern baseball team is in 10th place in 
the Ohio Valley Conference, but sit two games 
behind Morehead State and Eastern Kentucky 
for sixth place, which would put the Panthers 
into the postseason tournament.

Following a series loss at home against Ten-
nessee Tech, Eastern fell to 5-10 in the OVC, 
while the Golden Eagles remained in third 
place with an 11-7 conference record.

�e Panthers’ next conference opponent, in 
Southeast Missouri, won two of its three games 
road games at Austin Peay to improve to an 
OVC best 15-3. �e RedHawks have only lost 
one of their six series in the OVC conference, 
which came against Morehead State at home 
in late March.

Southeast Missouri started its conference 
schedule, sweeping four of its �rst �ve series 
wins. The RedHawks comfortably sit in first 
place in the OVC, with four more wins than 

Jacksonville State, while playing three more 
games in the conference.

National leaders
Eastern junior Caleb Howell hit .333 (4-for-

12) against Tennessee Tech, which dropped his 
season batting average from .431 to .422.

He entered the weekend series ranked No. 
3 in Division I baseball with his .431 average 
and now ranks No. 7. 

Howell’s 57 hits this season also rank him 
14th in the nation and No. 3 in the Ohio Val-
ley Conference behind Morehead State’s Bran-
don Rawe and Tennessee Tech’s Daniel Miles.

Rawe is tied for the second most hits in the 
country at 62 along with Kennesaw State’s 
Max Pentecost. Miles is tied for eighth in the 
nation with 61 hits. �e national leader has 63 
hits, in North Flordia’s Drew Weeks.

In total, the OVC has five players ranked 
in the top-50 in the country in hits so far this 
season.

Eastern pitchers faced two of the best home-

run hitters in the nation during the week, as 
Brandon �omasson and Zach Stephens both 
showed off their power Friday, hitting their 
11th and 10th home runs of the season, re-
spectively.

Thomasson’s 11 home runs has the senior 
ranked No. 4 in the country in home runs, 
while his teammate is tied for �fth overall with 
three other players. �omasson is also 10th in 
the country with a .677 slugging percentage. 
Kentucky’s A.J. Reed is the leader with a .786 
slugging percentage.

Reed is also tied with William and Mary’s 
Michael Katz for most home runs with 14.

OVC weekly awards
Eastern Kentucky’s Bryan Soloman hit three 

home runs and drove in 11 runs in �ve games 
last week, which earned him Ohio Valley Con-
ference Player of the Week.

�e designated hitter went 7-for-20, (.350) 
slugging .850, while scoring six runs and hav-
ing an on-base percentage of .409 for the Col-

onels, who went 3-2 during the five game 
stretch.

On Saturday, against Tennessee-Martin, Sol-
oman hit two home runs and had five RBIs 
and added a double as he led Eastern Kentucky 
to an 18-13 win.

Senior Taylor Shields won Ohio Valley 
Pitcher of the Week, following his one-hit, 
eight-inning outing Sunday against Murray 
State, leading Jacksonville State to a 5-1 win.

Shields allowed a double to the second bat-
ter he faced in the second inning and surrender 
two walks all afternoon to the �oroughbreds. 
�e senior �nished with six strikeouts and was 
charged a run after the only batter he faced in 
the ninth inning reached on an error and later 
scored for Murray State’s lone run.

�e senior improved to 4-3 this season.

Aldo Soto can  
be reached at 581-2812  

or asoto2@eiu.edu.

OVC represented among national leaders

By Anthony Catezone
Sports Editor | @AnthonyCatz

Stephanie Maday has not surrendered a 
run in four starts at home this season.

She has provided the Eastern softball team 
with four wins in those starts, where she has 
allotted 26 innings pitched (including a five-
inning no-hitter on April 6) while lowering 
her ERA to 2.13 in the process.

“Just playing at home is more relaxing,” 
Maday said. “We have great fans that cheer 
for us at home and on the road the fans are 
cheering against you. It doesn’t have a huge 
impact, but it is always better to play at 
home.”

Most recently, Maday pitched back-to-
back games against Tennessee-Martin on 
Saturday and Sunday, leading the Panthers 
to 1-0 and 4-0 victories, respectively.

Maday gave up one hit to the Skyhawks in 
each game while walking none. Opponents 
have just four hits against her in her four 
starts at Williams Field.

With the help of fellow pitcher Hanna 
Mennenga, the Panthers were able to keep 
the Skyhwaks scoreless in all three games 
during the weekend.

“When I go out there, I just realize I have 
nothing to lose, so I need to give it every-
thing I have,” Maday said. “This is my last 
chance — my senior season.”

But Maday’s recent success still was not 
enough to earn her a second consecutive 
Ohio Valley Conference Pitcher of the Week, 
one week removed from her second career 
no-hitter.

Instead, the nod went to Southern Illi-
nois-Edwardsville’s Haley Chambers, who, 
as a sophomore, tossed her third career no-
hitter against Southeast Missouri on Satur-
day in a five-inning 10-0 win.

She also recorded two complete game 
shutouts against Bradley on Thursday and 
against Southeast Missouri again on Sun-
day.

Over 19 scoreless  innings last  week, 
Chambers gave up just six hits and four 
walks while striking out 29 batters. She cur-
rently leads the OVC in innings pitched 
with 151.2 and is second in strikeouts with 
152 this season.

Edwardsville is the only team ahead of 
Eastern in the west division of the OVC. 

The Panthers have the edge in overall re-
cord at 30-11 while Edwardsville is 20-18, 
however, in conference play, the Cougars are 
12-3 and the Panthers are 10-4.

Offensively, Tennessee Tech’s Kendall 
Hooper won Player of the Week.

A native or Hermitage, Tenn., Hooper 
hit a pair of home runs off a 2-for-3 per-
formance against No. 4 ranked Tennessee to 
begin the week, as she recorded four of the 
teams’ five runs in the Golden Eagles’ 13-5 
loss.

The senior first baseman then went 5-for-
12 with six RBIs in the three-game sweep of 
OVC foe Tennessee State.

For the week, she hit .467 with 10 RBI, 
scoring six runs, also recording three doubles 
and two home runs.

Hooper also extended her OVC-leading 
RBI streak to seven straight games.

Anthony Catezone can  
be reached at 581-2812  
or ajcatezone@eiu.edu.

Maday misses out on Pitcher of the Week

JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Senior pitcher Stephanie Maday throws the ball to first against Tennessee-Martin Saturday at 
Williams Field.  The right-handed pitcher threw seven innings and allowed one run and threw 
10 strikeouts.  The Panthers won the weekend series against the Skyhawks.  The Panthers are 
30-11 overall and 10-4 in the Ohio Valley Conference.

Panthers keep 
Skyhawks scoreless 
in weekend series
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@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: #EIU pitcher Stephanie Maday is this week’s top cat, as named by The Daily Eastern News. 

S

By Aldo Soto
Assistant Sports Editor | @AldoSoto21

Following a series loss to Tennes-
see Tech, the Eastern baseball team 
ends its �ve-game home stand with 
Tuesday matchup against Indiana 
State.

The Panthers enter the midweek 
game with an 11-24 overall record 
after losing two of the three games 
to Ohio Valley Conference foe Ten-
nessee Tech that dropped Eastern to 
5-10 in league action.

Eastern was supposed to play 
against Indiana State on March 4, in 
Terre Haute, Ind., but cold tempera-
tures and snow on the ground forced 
the game to be canceled.

Tuesday’s game comes three days 
before Eastern heads to Southeast Mis-
souri for a three-game series, as the 
Panthers will play the best team in the 
OVC.

At 23-10 overall, the Sycamores 
present a formidable opponent, East-
ern coach Jim Schmitz said.

“Indiana State is really good – I 
mean their ERA is 2.99 – you’re play-
ing a real good team and we just have 
to go what we did Saturday or about 
two or two and half games during the 
weekend,” Schmitz said.

The Sycamores have three start-
ing pitchers with an ERA that is low-
er than four. Also, their top two re-
lievers with the most appearances in 
Nick Kolarik and Kea�aber Ryan have 
a 2.25 ERA and a 2.73 ERA, respec-
tively. 

Kolarik has pitched in 20 innings 
during his 17 appearances, while Ke-
a�aber has started one game and has 
come in relief 15 other times throwing 

a total of 29.2 innings.
Indiana State’s team ERA of 2.99 is 

No. 1 in the Missouri Valley Confer-
ence. �e Sycamores are the only team 
with an ERA less than three in their 
conference.

Schmitz said the Panthers have not 
been able to put together a long stretch 
of playing solid baseball.

“There’s kind of an emotional lev-
el, where as a team we’re just not turn-
ing the corner,” he said. “�at doesn’t 
mean you lose, it’s just not turning the 

corner in terms of playing good base-
ball on a consistent basis.”

In their last eight games, the Pan-
thers have gone 4-4, winning one 
OVC series and then losing one the 
following week.

�e Sycamores enter Coaches Stadi-
um, winning two out of three games at 
Southern Illinois-Carbondale, which 
improved Indiana State’s MVC record 
to 7-5.

Neither starting pitcher has been 
determined yet for either teams.

Schmitz said the Panthers have to 
elevate their play starting Tuesday, as 
they have �ve series left in the OVC to 
try and get into the top six to advance 
to the postseason tournament.

“Indiana State is really good and 
SEMO is as hot as can be, so we have 
to go into those games with a little 
more than just playing baseball, and 
it’s a midweek game, and it’s a week-
end,” Schmitz said.

Eastern is currently two games be-
hind Morehead State and Eastern Ken-

tucky for the sixth spot in the stand-
ings.

First pitch against Indiana State is 
slated for 3 p.m. Tuesday at Coaches 
Stadium.

“It’s another level of emotion that 
we have to start being on or else we’re 
not going to turn the corner,” Schmitz 
said.

Aldo Soto can  
be reached at 581-2812 

 or asoto2@eiu.edu. 

Eastern trying to ‘turn the corner’ against Sycamores 
Panthers end 
home stand, host 
Indiana State

By Aldo Soto
Assistant Sports Editor | @AldoSoto21

Editors note: This is the third in-
stallment in a series looking back at 
Eastern baseball coach Jim Schmitz’s 
20 years coaching the Panthers.

Jim Schmitz had back-to-back 
seasons coaching the Eastern base-
ball team to the Mid-Continent 
postseason tournament, but enter-
ing the 1997 season he had a new 
challenge.

Eastern was in its first year in the 
Ohio Valley Conference, but before 
Schmitz coached his first conference 
game, he had a lesson about games-
manship to teach to Brandt White-
head, a Panthers’ catcher that sea-
son.

The lesson came early in the sea-
son, as the Panthers began their 
1997 campaign with a four-game 
road trip to Arkansas State.

During one of  the  f i r s t  few 
games, one of the Arkansas State 
players misplayed a ball  in the 
air and dropped an easy pop up, 
Schmitz said.

Then, Whitehead began to mim-
ic circus music, mocking the Ar-
kansas State player’s mistake, which 
Schmitz did not appreciate.

“I went, ‘oh my god, what are 
you doing making fun of him,’” 
Schmitz said.

Eastern had already lost the first 
few games 9-4 and 3-1.

Schmitz does not remember ex-

actly when it happened, but some-
time after Whitehead made fun 
of the dropped pop up, an East-
ern player committed a silly error, 
which garnered this response from 
Schmitz.

“If they’re the circus, then we’re 
the guys shoveling the elephant crap 
in the tents,” Schmitz said.

Eastern was swept by Arkansas 
State, losing the final two games 8-0 
and 4-3, respectively.

From that moment on, White-
head and every future Panther knew 
not to cue the circus music in front 
of Schmitz after the other team’s 
mistakes on the field.

It is one of Schmitz’s cardinal 
rules of the game — never laugh at 
the opposing team. 

“Never make fun of the other 
team,” Schmitz said. “It bugs me to 
death when we do that.”

Following the Panthers’ season 
opener on the road, Eastern played 
six more games before opening up 
OVC play for the first time.

It came early in the season and 
the Panthers found themselves host-
ing Tennessee-Martin.

March 15, 1997, the average 
temperature for that day in Charles-
ton was 43 degrees.

Tennessee-Martin coach Vernon 
Prather thought that was too cold, 
Schmitz said.

“They pulled up in one of those 
mini 24-seat passenger buses that 
we all used to drive in back then 
and he barely opens the door and 

says, ‘Jimmy, what time does the 
game start,’” Schmitz said.

Prather did not leave the dug-
out during the three-game series be-
cause of the cold temperatures, but 
surprisingly for Schmitz, the Sky-
hawks won game one of the series 
6-2.

“I remember that, they beat us 
in our cold game, our first OVC 
game,” Schmitz said.

But the Panthers responded, win-
ning the final two games of the se-
ries.

Eastern finished with an under 
.500 record at 25-28, but finished 
fourth in the OVC at 13-11 and 
made it to the OVC tournament.

It was a quick exit, though, for 
Schmitz in the tournament, as the 
Panthers lost to Southeast Missouri 
6-5. Despite the disappointing end, 
Schmitz said it did not lessen the 
Panthers’ success being in the OVC 
for their first year.

“A lot of people were saying how 
are you going to play in a southern 
conference, you know, warm weath-
er, but we kind of showed right off 
the bat that it didn’t matter,” he 
said. “If you had some good players 
you were going to win.”

But 1997 was only a glimpse to 
what Schmitz had in store for the 
OVC in the next couple of years.

Aldo Soto can  
be reached at 581-2812  

or asoto2@eiu.edu.

Schmitz finds success during 1st year in OVC

JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Eastern coach Jim Schmitz looks on during Eastern's game Sunday against 
Tennesee Tech. Schmitz has been coaching at Eastern for 20 years. 

JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Sophomore infielder Mitch Gasbarro swings against Tennessee Tech Sunday at Coaches Stadium.  With four at bats, Gasbarro had one hit during the 
game.
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