






Senior helps Panthers 
get �rst win of season

By DAN CUSACK
Assistant Sports Editor

�e Eastern women’s soccer team 
had its scoring woes this season. 
Since a 5-1 loss to Purdue on Aug. 
26, the team su�ered through a 10-
match scoreless drought, going 0-9-1 
during the stretch.

�at all changed Friday. Senior 
forward Pam Melinauskas scored the 
team’s �rst goal in 10 matches in a 2-
1 loss to Eastern Kentucky and led 
the team to its �rst victory of the sea-
son with a 1-0 victory against More-
head State.

“�ose goals meant a lot,” Pan-
thers head coach Tim Nowak said. 
“We needed to score, but more 
importantly our team played with 
con�dence.”

Nowak said Melinauskas had the 
attitude she was going to score this 
weekend.

“She played consistent through-
out the weekend,” Nowak said. “We 
knew every second what we were 
going to get out of her. She was 
going to score if that was the last 
thing she did. �e whole team did 
great, but (Melinauskas) was the one 
that got the motor going.”

Melinauskas said she was not 
thinking about scoring a goal before 
the match against Eastern Kentucky.

“Before the game during warm-

ups, all my shots were on goal, so I 
had a lot of con�dence,” she said. 
“But during the game, it wasn’t on 
the top of my mind to score.”

Melinauskas’ �rst goal came in 
the sixth minute against the Colo-
nels. Melinauskas framed the back 
of the net and when junior mid�eld-
er Laura Ridol�’s shot went wide, 
Melinauskas was there to knock it 
into the goal.

Nowak said the goal gave the 
team con�dence and “got a monkey 
o� of there back.”

“We didn’t have to worry about 
getting a score,” Nowak said. “Not 

that that was in the back of our 
minds, but it happened early and we 
could focus.”

Melinauskas had another scoring 
opportunity in the second half on a 
breakaway, but the Colonels’ goal-
keeper made a terri�c save, prevent-
ing her from her second goal of the 
season.

Melinauskas’ match-winning goal 
against Morehead State came in the 
60th minute.

Sophomore mid�elder Kait-
lin Sullivan beat her defender and 
crossed the ball to the right �ank. 
Melinauskas found the ball and 

scored inside the right post from 
about 12 yards out.

Freshman mid�elder Ashley Eck, 
who assisted on Melinauskas’ goal 
against Eastern Kentucky, said this 
weekend the Panthers proved what 
kind of talent they have with the win 
on Sunday.

Besides Melinauskas’ two goals 
this weekend, she has been a lead-
er on and o� the �eld with her work 
ethic and experience. She said her 
goal is to lead players by example and 
try to be a vocal leader on the �eld.

Melinauskas has been an exam-
ple to younger players on the team 

as well.
“She is an outstanding leader,” 

Nowak said. “She is tough when she 
has to be, stern when she has to be 
but knows when to be compassion-
ate.”

Melinauskas said she is excited 
about the Panthers’ chances the rest 
of the season.

“It was reassuring to prove we 
could do it,” Melinauskas said. “We 
can still make it in our conference 
tournament, and we can still win it.”

 
Dan Cusack can be reached at 581-

7944 or at dscusack@eiu.edu.
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Sound and Light Experts

Graphic Artists

Get paid for setting up, monitoring, and tearing down
light/sound equipment for events on
campus.  Training available.

Get paid for creating and
manipulating graphics for posters and other

forms of marketing.  Some training available.

contact maham@eiu.edu

contact mthagaman@eiu.edu
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PaM MELInauskas
Top Cat is a weekly feature that showcases one 

of the top athletes from the past week and gives 

a pro�le of the top player and moments from the 

sporting event.

ROBBIE WROBLEWSKI | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Senior forward Pam Melinauskas’ match-winning goal against Morehead State on Sunday at Lakeside Field gave the Panthers’ their �rst win this year.

MELINAUSKAS ENDS
SCORING DROUGHT



Panthers’ top 
two players headed 
to Columbus, Ohio

By ARI HORING
Staff Reporter

The Eastern men’s tennis team 
will be sending two of its top play-
ers in seniors Vuk Milicevic and 
Jordan Nestrud to Columbus, 
Ohio, to compete in the 2008 Wil-
son ITA Midwest Regional from 
today through Oct. 21.

The five-day tournament will be 
played at the Jesse Owens Recre-
ation Center at Ohio State. Singles 
qualifying matches start at 9 a.m. 
today and continue through Friday.

Ohio State junior Justin Kro-
nauge won the 2007 ITA Midwest 
Regionals singles title and teamed 
up with senior Drew Eberly to win 
the doubles title for a Buckeyes’ 
sweep at the Baseline Tennis Cen-
ter in Minneapolis.

The best players from the Mid-
west compete in the ITA Midwest 
Regional to compete for the chance 
to go to nationals, but this has not 
made Milicevic or Nestrud intimi-

dated in the least bit.
“We can compete with any of 

them,” Milicevic said. “Jordan 
and I have both played really well 
throughout the whole semester. 
We’re both going in with a lot of 
confidence and just because were 
playing bigger schools doesn’t mean 

we consider ourselves underdogs.”
Milicevic said he believes his and 

Nestrud’s key to succeeding will be 
to continue performing at the level 
they have been so far.

“We just have to play how we’ve 
been playing all year and be aggres-
sive and step up to the challenge,” 

Milicevic said.
Nestrud said he believes a key 

for himself and Milicevic to play 
well is to make sure they do not 
lose focus on the simple shots.

“We both need to make our 
average balls better because we’re 
playing against the top players in 
the Midwest,” Nestrud said.

Milicevic competed in the tour-
nament two years ago, and said he 
knows doing well in the tourna-
ment is not an easy task.

“It’s going to be rough out 
there,” Milicevic said. “There are 
no easy matches. I was there two 
years ago in Minnesota and there 
was very good competition there.”

Early goals push Braves 
to win MVC match

By Dan Cusack
Assistant Sports Editor

The Eastern men’s soccer team dropped its 
Missouri Valley Conference opener after falling 
to Bradley 3-1 on a slick field at Shea Stadium in 
Peoria on Wednesday night.

The Braves (6-5-1, 1-0 in the Missouri Val-
ley Conference) took a 2-0 lead into halftime and 
played a solid second half as junior forward Chris 
Cutshaw burned the Panthers (5-5-3, 0-1 in the 
MVC) for two goals.

“I think our play was average, but we did a bet-
ter job in the second half,” Eastern coach Adam 
Howarth said. “We gave up sloppy goals on 
restarts – one on a free kick and one on a corner.”

Bradley got the scoring going in the 13th min-
ute when Cutshaw scored the first of his two goals 
off a rebound from five yards out. Senior goal-
keeper Mark Hansen stopped the initial Braves 
shot by punching the ball, but the ball bounced to 
the middle of the box where Cutshaw was able to 
high kick it into the back of the goal.

“We were forced to play catch-up,” Howarth 
said after the Braves’ first goal. “That’s always 
tough, and it was frustrating.” 

The Braves added their second goal in the 
24th minute when freshman forward Brian Gaul 
scored on a header to the far post after a cross 
from junior forward Justin Bigelow, who barely 
kept the ball in play.

Bradley’s final goal came in the 60th minute as 
Cutshaw scored with a header off a corner kick by 
sophomore forward Paul Tracy. The ball traveled 
over the Panthers’ wall, and the Braves were able 
to capitalize after scrambling from a single line 
formation.

Eastern’s lone goal came in the 69th minute as 
sophomore midfielder Darby Kehoe beat Bradley 
sophomore goalkeeper Drew Van Kampen to the 
left side. 

The Panthers played a three-man touch down 
toward the left sideline and freshman midfielder 
Jeff Philips passed the ball to Kehoe.

The goal was Kehoe’s first goal of the season.

According to Howarth, the Panthers played 
better in the second half at finding the open man 
and being less tentative with their shots. Howev-
er, the Panthers finished the match with just three 
shots on goal.

Howarth said the Braves were keying on senior 
forward Brad Peters and sophomore forward Alex 
Harrison, which opened up the middle of the field 
for Kehoe and freshman midfielder Ryan Child.

The Panthers put pressure on the Braves in the 

last ten minutes of the first half, but they were 
unable to score. 

Peters had a scoring opportunity in the last five 
minutes of regulation, but Van Kampen was able 
to punch the ball out, and the Braves cleared it.

The Panthers will return to action at 7 p.m. 
Saturday against Drake in Des Moines, Iowa.

Dan Cusack can be reached at 581-7944 or at dscu-
sack@eiu.edu.
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» See Tennis, Page 9

“Just because we’re 
playing bigger schools 

doesn’t mean we 
consider ourselves 

underdogs.”

– Vuk Milicevic,
senior men’s tennis player

COLLIN WHITCHURCH

Eastern 
not out yet

It may sound crazy. Heck, it 
might be crazy.

But the Eastern women’s soc-
cer team, complete with its 1-12-
1 overall record, still has a shot at 
making it to postseason play.

After Sunday’s 1-0 win over 
Morehead State, the Panthers 
improved to 1-4 in the Ohio Val-
ley Conference. With the tough-
est portion of their schedule out 
of the way, it’s legitimately possi-
ble for this team to squeak their 
way into the OVC Tournament 
as the No. 6 seed.

Unlikely? Yes.
But possible? Absolutely.
The Panthers’ remaining three 

OVC matches are against teams 
ranked in the bottom half of the 
standings, and all three of them 
have worse records than the 
Morehead State team the Pan-
thers took down Sunday at Lake-
side Field.

Among those games is a 
Senior Day home finale against 
Southeast Missouri, a team that 
has struggled comparably to the 
Panthers this season and has pro-
duced only two goals on offense 
all year.

So while the Panthers current-
ly sit in eighth place in the OVC, 
they’re only a mere one and a 
half games from securing the last 
tournament spot, which is cur-
rently owned by Jacksonville 
State with a 2-3-1 record.

The combined record of the 
Panthers’ last three opponents 
is 3-6-4, but the key match in 
this sequence will be Friday’s 
match against Tennessee Tech in 
Cookeville, Tenn.

The Golden Eagles currently 
boast the best record of the Pan-
thers’ remaining opponents at 2-
1-1, and a victory against Ten-
nessee Tech could put Eastern in 
the driver’s seat for its final two 
OVC matches.

Momentum can go a long 
way in sports, and the Panthers 
certainly have it right now.

 It’s strange to think that a 
team with only one win all sea-
son can carry momentum, but if 
the Panthers can take advantage 
of it, they could be a dangerous 
team going forward to end their 
season.

Eastern head coach Tim 
Nowak has said all season long 
he sees his team improving with 
each match.

 The Panthers’ victory against 
Morehead State might have put 
them over the hump. 

NATIONAL SPORTS
Baseball 

Tampa Bay  at Boston | 
7:07 tonight on TBS

» See whitchurch, Page 9

Eastern Sports Schedule
men’s tennis 

Today at ITA Regionals | 
All Day  – Columbus, Ohio 

Women’s soccer 
Friday at Tennesse Tech | 
4 p.m. – Cookeville, Tenn. 

VOLLEYBALL
Friday at Tennessee Martin | 

7 p.m. - Martin, Tenn.

Football 
Saturday at SE Missouri| 

1:30 p.m.- O’Brien Stadium

Volleyball 
Saturday at Murray State | 

2 p.m. – Murray, Ky. 

men’s soccer i bradley 3,  Eastern  1 

men’s tennis i ita regional

Nestrud, Milicevic to compete in regionals

AMIR PRELLBERG| THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Junior midfielder Jeff Kupiec fights for a header against Oral Roberts Monday afternoon at Lake-
side Field. Kupiac and the Panthers fell to Bradley 3-1 Wednesday night at Peoria due to two goals 
by Brave junior forward Chris Cutshaw

FILE PHOTO

Senior tennis player Jordan Nestrud outlasted Southern Illinois’ Anton 
Leonenko during the Panthers last home match at Darling Courts, last 
Wednesday.

Panthers drop league opener


