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GREEK LIFE

ZACHARY WHITE | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

The Delta Tau Delta Little Men’s rope tugs against Sigma Nu on Wednesday, April 11 at Campus Pond. Sigma Nu won the tug

after 1:39.

Greeks tug at second round of competition

By RYAN DOLPH | STAFF REPORTER

ists were clenched and muscles were
F tensed at Campus Pond Wednesday

as Eastern’s fraternities and soror-
ities fought it out for the continued first
round of three intense tug of war tourna-
ments.

Sigma Chi tugger Danny Putlak let go
of the rope, laid on the ground in exhaus-
tion over the Big Men tug competition,
said Aaron Wiessing, a Greek Week steer-
ing committee member.

Wiessing, a senior management infor-
mation systems major, is a member of Sig-
ma Alpha Epsilon, who won against Put-
lak during the Big Men tourney.

“He didn’t get up for the rest of the

Wiessing said the different training
techniques for the two teams might have
contributed to the exhaustion.

“I think they might have trained more
for strength than stamina,” Wiessing said.

However, Wiessing said the length of
the tug was an accomplishment for both
fraternities.

“It was an insanely long tug,” Wiessing
said.

The event consisted of three divisions:
Big Men’s, Little Men’s and Women’s.

Most of the teams have trained more
than two months for what is by far the
most physically demanding event of Greek
Week.

the end of a long rope, which stretches
across the pond. The team who pulls the
other into the water is victorious.

Hoards of dedicated Greeks turned out
in support of their brothers and sisters,
cheering their hearts out with each star-
tling blast of the starting gun.

The rope was raised significantly high-
er with the Big Men’s Division, whose first
winners Sigma Pi who defeated the Delts
with a time of 1:01.

Lamda Chi took the next match against
over the Pikes in two minutes and three
seconds. The third heat was the longest all
day and the hardest fought.

tug,” Wiessing said.

The rules are simple. Two teams grasp

SEE ‘TUG', PAGE 5

STUDENT GOVERNMENT

SHEA LAZANSKY | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Eastern alumnus Steve Joebgen voices his
support of an amendment to the Elections
Reform Act during the Student Senate meet-
ing in the Martin Luther King Jr. University
Union on Wednesday.

Student Senate debates
student political parties

By Amy Wywialowski
Staff Reporter

“There is no government without politi-
cal parties,” Michelle Murphy said Wednesday
at a Student Senate meeting. “The fight is what
makes it fun.”

Murphy was the student body president from
Fall 2009 to Spring 2011 and is now working
for State Rep. Chapin Rose.

Murphy attended the Student Senate meeting
to voice her opposition to the proposal suggest-
ing the elimination of student political parties.

'The proposal is a revision to the currently en-
acted Election Reform Act, which is typically re-
vised every semester.

Murphy said she felt the need to address the
Student Senate members because political par-
ties were a major part of her time as a member
and the student body president.

She said she was also a founder of the Party
United Leaders Supporting Excellence student
political party in Spring 2009, which is based on
“proactive and energetic leadership.”

“The semester before I ran for student body
president I began PULSE selfishly to help myself
get elected,” Murphy said. “That is what hap-
pens in real politics and should happen at the
university level.”

The proposal was eventually tabled but not
until Student Senate members had debated it for
more than 30 minutes.

The other debated proposal was one intro-
duced at the last meeting and concerned adding
a “vote of no confidence” option to student gov-
ernment election ballots.

A vote of no confidence means that the vot-
ers do not believe any candidate is qualified for
the position.

A two-thirds majority of student votes would
be required for a candidate to be elected. If no
one received the two-thirds, then another elec-
tion would take place.

The proposal was changed from a constitu-
tion change to a proposal at the suggestion of
Jarrod Scherle, the student executive vice pres-
ident.

PARTIES, page 5

Thoma’s multi-homer
game leads Panthers
Page 8
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5th Annual Kick
Butts Walk/Run
approaching

Event seeks to stomp
out smoking tobacco

By Robyn Dexter
Campus Editor

The Eastern community will walk and run
to stomp out smoking at the annual Kick
Butts Walk/Run on Saturday.

The 5K run/walk sponsored by the Health
Education Resource Center seeks to raise
awareness about tobacco and tobacco con-
trol.

Catherine Bocke, who is organizing the
event, said there has been a growth in partic-
ipation the past few years for the walk.

“Last year we had over 90 participants,
and this year we have 93 pre-registered.
We're expecting around 120 with walk-up
registrations,” Bocke said.

Walk-up registration begins at 8 a.m.

The run will take place in Morton Park
beginning at 9 a.m., with the run beginning
at 9:05 a.m.

“The walk should wrap up about 10:15
a.m., and there will be a picnic afterwards,”
she said.

There will be a variety of activities after
the walk/run including games, a chance to
hang out with Billy the Panther and an in-
flatable moon bounce.

“We will have several informational tables
with tobacco and nutrition information,”
Bocke said.

Michelle Hartke, an intern at the HERC,
said there will also be a smoker-alyzer avail-
able for people to try out.

“It tests the amount of carbon monox-
ide in your lungs, so how much you've been
exposed to smoke and secondhand smoke,”
Hartke said. “It’s interesting to compare
someone who has never really been exposed
to smoke to someone who is a smoker or
grew up in a smoker’s household.”

Bocke said the walk is in its fifth year at
Eastern, and is glad participation has been
growing.

“Feedback has been good, and I think the
fact that we’ve had so many pre-registrants
shows that people liked it last year and are
registering again,” she said.

She said she hopes participation continues
to grow each year as it has been so far.

“The main goal of the walk is to promote
smoking cessation and tobacco safety, but it’s
also a fun day for EIU and the communi-
ty to come together and enjoy the great out-
doors,” Bocke said. “We want to celebrate a
healthy lifestyle and have fun while doing
it”

She said students come from Eastern, and
people from surrounding communities reg-
ister as well.

“It’s a really great mix of both, about
50/50 (with Eastern and outside communi-
ties),” Bocke said.

She said she likes seeing how Eastern and
other communities come together against
smoking.

“It’s a great way for Eastern to give back
to the community,” she said. “It’s good for
EIU and the community to come together
and mingle as well.”

Robyn Dexter can
be reached at 581-2812
or redexter@eiu.edu.
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EIU weather

TODAY FRIDAY
Mostly Sunny Mostly Cloudy
High: 58 High: 65
Low: 37° Low: 48

For more weather visit castle.eiu.edu/weather.
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Sumo in the South Quad

MARCUS SMITH | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Diamond Whitfield, a Lake Land College student, and Carolyn Boyd,
a sophomore biology major, square off in a sumo wrestling match
Wednesday in the South Quad. The event was sponsored by Phi Beta
Sigma to raise money for the March of Dimes. Phi Beta Sigma was also
selling shirts and having races through an inflatable obstacle course.

To see the photo a
gallery, check out OJ
dailyeasternnews.com

FUNDRAISER

HOPE to host BINGO for kids

By Kathryn Richter
City Editor

HOPE of East Central Illi-
nois will be hosting a fundrais-
ing event to raise money for their
organization through a BINGO
tournament that will take place
next Wednesday.

Camille Gordon, a children’s
advocate for HOPE of East Cen-
tral Illinois, said the Basket Bin-
go for HOPE will provide mon-
ey for East Central Illinois’ chil-
dren programs.

The event will take place at the
Veterans of Foreign Wars Center
in Charleston on April 18, Gor-
don said.

“(The people who give) would
be able to support the children
programs,” Gordon said. “They
may even be able to buy items for
Christmas, birthdays or school
supplies.”

Gordon said the doors will
open at 5:30 p.m. for an early-
bird game that will begin at 5:45
p.m.
Gordon also said the rest of the

games start at 6 p.m.

The event costs $10 to partici-
pate in 10 games, with the mon-
ey benefiting the children’s pro-
grams, Gordon said

The event will feature a silent
auction and raffle ticket items in-
cluding Longaberger baskets, Lia
Sophia jewelry, a handcrafted
metal heart-shaped box, a $200
Gandolfi Chiropractic gift card
and a $50 Verizon Wireless gift
card, among other items Gordon
said.

Gordon said the event will pro-
vide food for an additional cost
from Buffalo Wild Wings in Mat-
toon and desserts provided from
the family and consumer scienc-
es departments of Mattoon and
Charleston high schools.

The event will also include
door prizes and a 50/50 raffle,
Gordon said.

Gordon said the proceeds will
go to purchase items and fund
future events including birthday
and Christmas gifts, school sup-
plies and different summer activ-
ities through their summer pro-

gram.

The money will also benefit
children involved in their sum-
mer program, Gordon said

Gordon said the organization
takes the participants swimming
on Fridays and often participate
in activities like bowling.

'The proceeds from last year’s event
went to a day trip for the children
and their mothers to the Indianapo-
lis Zoo, Gordon said

“My goal last year was to give
them something so they didn’t have
to worry about what their home life
was like,” Gordon said.

Gordon said the program helps
children in seven counties through
after school programs, support
groups and summer programs.

“The more involved that people
are, the more aware they are of some
of the issues going on in the commu-
nity,” Gordon said. “The kids need
the support as much as they can, as
well.”

Kathryn Richter can
be reached at 581-2812
or kjrichter@eiu.edu.
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LGBTQA ADVISORY COUNCIL

Council
hosts
Safe Zone
training

Staff Report

The EIU LGBTQA Resource
Advisory Committee hosted five
training sessions for the Safe
Zone campaign Wednesday.

Terri Fredrick, an English
professor, said the five people
came to the two-hour training
seminar to discuss how to han-
dle the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, Questining, and
Ally issues on campus.

Fredrick is also the faculty
adviser for EIU Pride.

Fredrick said the program
starts with common terminolo-
gy and moves into a discussion
about the coming out process.

She said the program has
been going on for two years,
and Fredrick said she has per-
formed 12 to 20 training ses-
sions in the past two years.

“I just really enjoy interacting
with people from around cam-
pus,” Fredrick said.

Frederick said she likes to hear
about the different problems and
issues facing the LGBTQA com-
munity in various departments
and majors on campus.

The EIU LGBTQA Resource
Advisory Committee modeled the
Safe Zone program after the na-
tional program in schools nation-
wide, Fredrick said.

She said the program is impor-
tant because the members of the
LGBTQA community need sup-
port.

Fredrick said the commit-
tee wanted to make the program
something the university was in-
volved in.

“What we are really talking
about is making spaces on cam-
pus for individuals who either
work at the university or attend
the university,” Fredrick said.
“This is a place you can be your-
self. You don’t have to hide who
you are.”
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HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

Students simulate homelessness

By Samantha McDaniel
Activities Editor

A 16-year-old homeless girl and a fa-
ther who could not find housing to live
with his daughters were just two of the
situations during a housing simulation
on Wednesday.

The Habitat for Humanity spon-
sored a housing simulation in which
participants received different situations
that would determine their housing ar-
rangements.

The situations include whether they
have children, jobs, education, credit
and income.

Ashley Myers, a junior family and
consumer sciences major and a mem-
ber of Habitat for Humanity, said they
wanted participants to see what home-
lessness sometimes looks like.

“It is meant to bring awareness to
poverty in general,” Myers said. “These
people come in here and be homeless
and see what people go through to ac-
tually find a decent place to live.”

Kateri Tonyan, the public relations
chair for Habitat for Humanity, said
participants learned the ways people be-
come homeless.

“They learn that everyday situations
can cause (people) to become home-
less,” Tonyan said. “Most of these peo-
ple experience economic situations and
lost their homes. It seems to be coming
up more lately than in the past.”

Tonyan said in the situation of the
16-year-old gitl, the participant was
unable to find housing because all the
shelters and other forms of housing
only allowed people over 18.

“It is eye-opening for her that she
can not get into any of these places,”
Tonyan said. “Others will get into plac-
es.”

Roy Lanham, the director of the
Newman Catholic Center and the ad-
viser of Habitat for Humanity, said he
thinks this is a good way to see home-
lessness.

Lanham was unemployed with two
children, who he put into the women’s
shelter.

“The situation is crap; it’s really hard

to find housing,” Lanham said.

Lanham said it shows people what it
is like to find housing.

“Sometimes we think it is easy, put
down a mortgage and get a house, but
it’s not,” Lanham said.

Ashley Merriweather, a freshman
psychology major, was 30 years old with
two children. Merriweather’s character
lived with her mother and her mom’s
boyfriend who beat her children.

“I have been denied everywhere,”
Merriweather said. “I’ve learned that
homeless people obviously have it hard,
but it’s a ton harder than we see because
what I've gone through with her.”

Merriweather said she felt helpless
while doing the simulation.

“You feel sometimes like you don’t
have anywhere to go, and you feel like
you want to give up,” Merriweather
said.

Tonyan said being on the street is
not something people want to experi-
ence.

“You don’t want to be in a homeless
situation all your life, you want to find
an apartment or house,” Tonyan said.

Each of the housing places had spe-
cific qualifications that the applicants
had to meet.

Donte Owens, a junior accounting
major, was one of the runners of Pres-
tigious Reality, which was more expen-
sive than the others.

Prestigious Reality has two require-
ments: excellent credit and an income
of over $50,000, and they can only ac-
cept two people.

“This is really meant to bring aware-
ness to housing around the world,”
Owens said. “You can have something
as expensive as our table, or you can
have something inexpensive like sec-
tion 8.”

Owens said this simulation shows
that being homeless is not confined to
an age, race or gender.

“All walks of life can be homeless,”
Owens said. “You can have children
who are homeless, and you can have
people as old as 87 be homeless. People
are homeless in every shape and size.”

Kelsey Lucas, a junior family and

KATIE SMITH | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Roy Lanham cheers after receiving housing in a rescue mission during
Habitat for Humanity's housing simulation at 8:30 p.m. Wednesday in the
Charleston-Mattoon Room. Roy assumed the fake identity of Tom Vance,
an unemployed construction worker with two daughters, who was having
a hard time finding shelter for his family.

consumer sciences major, said she
played a 35-year-old with a General
Education Development and two chil-
dren.

Lucas said she was lucky and got into
women’s shelter, but was denied other
places.

“It’s very hard to get into housing;
if you don’t have any money you're
screwed,” Lucas said.

Megan McQueen, a sophomore so-
ciology major, said she has had to turn

people away in real life.

“Last summer I worked at the Sal-
vation Army, and people would fill out
food request or housing request and I
had to reject people because they didn't
meet the qualifications,” McQueen
said. “It was really hard to tell them we
could not help them.”

Samantha McDaniel can
be reached at 581-2812
or slmcdaniel@eiu.edu.

LECTURE

Alum to talk about cartography

By Samantha McDaniel
Activities Editor

Eastern alum Bill McNulty is cur-
rently the map director for Nation-
al Geographic Magazine and will visit
Eastern Friday to tell students about the
art of map making.

After graduating Eastern in 1996
with a bachelor’s degree in geology, Mc-
Nulty also worked for The New York
Times and The Washington Post.

McNulty will be presenting “Making
Map Supplements” at 2 p.m. Friday in
the Phipps Lecture Hall of the Physical
Sciences Building.

“I graduated from Eastern as a ge-
ologist, and the things I learned really
helped me see things visually, because it
is a very visual field,” McNulty said.

After graduating from Eastern, Mc-
Nulty went to work at the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey (USGS) where he stud-
ied old earthquakes.

When he left USGS, he went to
work for The Washington Post graph-
ic department.

“When I went to work in the daily
news cycle, it was a big change; I kind
of loved it,” McNulty said. “I fell in love
with the visual side of it, and I fell in
love with the type of science I did.”

After The Washington Post, McNul-
ty went on to work for The New York
Times.

“I did a bunch of work up there. I
worked on the election, the census and
9/11,” McNulty said. “I was seen as an
innovator. I brought new techniques
and sensibilities to the graphic depart-
ment.”

After McNulty left The New York
Times, he started working for Nation-
al Geographic Magazine.

“From there I got recruited here to
become the director of maps because
National Geographic was noticing me
and the type of work I was doing,” Mc-
Nulty said. “There was a want here to
do better, more forward-thinking map-
ping.”

Michael Cornebise, the department
chair for geology/geography, said Mc-
Nulty has a hand in all the maps shown
in the magazine.

“Whenever National Geograph-
ic Magazine comes out, he directs the
map supplements in them,” Cornebise
said.

Cornebise said the maps in Nation-
al Geographic Magazine are interesting.

“They have these map supplements
that they put in that you can take out,
and they are designing new ones,” Cor-

nebise said.

Corebise said McNulty will be shar-
ing some of his experiences during his
presentation on Friday.

“He is going to really be looking at
these techniques to produce maps at
National Geographic,” Cornebise said.
“The other part of the talk he is going
to be telling students how they can ac-
quire these skills and prepare themselves
for a job in cartography.”

McNulty said as a student he partic-
ipated in many things that would give
him experiences in the field.

“Our group was constantly trying to
go out into the field and go caving, see-
ing things in the query and actually see
it for real because that was really impor-
tant,” McNulty said. “Our professors
emphasized it.”

McNulty said it was his field experi-
ence that helped with knowledge and
jobs.

“When I entered into the USGS, I
had a big chip on my shoulder because
I was one of the few people there that
wasn't from an Ivy League school,” Mc-
Nulty said. “I found that not only was I
as good as the other guys, but I knew a
lot more; and I have a lot more experi-
ence in the field on the ground, which
was a huge leg up.”

McNulty said he wants to show stu-
dents what the field of cartography and
geology is like today.

“I want to do a simple look at what
we do,” McNulty said. “It is a good way
to show what we do here and what it
means and how it’s going to change and
where we are going in the future.”

Cornebise said he thinks students
will learn what they need to do to get a
job in the future.

“Because he is at National Geo-
graphic, they have internship programs
that a lot of our students are interest-
ed in,” Cornebise said. “This will help
them understand if they want an in-
ternship or a job, what they need to do
to start preparing for that.”

McNulty said he thinks he can help
show students what they need to pre-
pare for the future.

“I think it relates to what I learned at
Eastern and what I think is important
for people to learn,” McNulty said. “I've
been doing this for awhile and created
positions and hired people, and I want
to be able to tell people the type of skill
sets and things I look for.”

Samantha McDaniel can
be reached at 581-2812
or slmcdaniel@eiu.edu.
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RELAY FOR LIFE

Relay
to fight
cancer

By Robyn Dexter
Campus Editor

Students and community mem-
bers dedicated to helping find a cure
for cancer will participate in Relay
for Life all night long on Friday.

This year’s relay will feature an
opening ceremony beginning at 6
p-m. and will continue all night un-
til 6 a.m. Saturday morning at the
Lantz Fieldhouse.

Dawn Howe, president of Colleg-
es Against Cancer, said the night will
begin with an opening ceremony fea-
turing speakers.

Speakers will include a fight back
speaker and a father whose son is
battling cancer. Afterward, the Pink
Panthers will perform.

“We also have two bands com-
ing in directed by Rachel Fisher and
Minute To Win It games going on as
well,” Howe said.

More features of the evening in-
clude a silent auction from 6-10
p.m., Zumba at 10 p.m. and a live
auction at 3:30 a.m.

Howe said there are currently
about 25 teams registered, and each
team is made up of varying num-
bers of people, though she said most
teams have 10-15 members.

“My committee and myself have
put in a lot of work all year from last
April until this week to plan this, so
it’s been a year-long process for all of
us,” Howe said.

Howe said she got involved with
Relay for Life when she was elected
president of Colleges Against Can-
cer and was automatically nominat-
ed chair of Relay for Life.

“I was nominated last April after
last year’s Relay for Life and I accept-
ed it and have been working to plan
it since then,” she said.

Howe said the relay is an impor-
tant part of Eastern’s school year.

“Cancer has affected many peo-
ple’s lives,” she said. “Everyone
knows someone who has been af-
fected by or has had cancer, and Re-
lay for Life helps us come together
as a whole and celebrate the lives of
those who have fought battles with
cancer.”

She said the Relay also enables
Colleges Against Cancer to get the
word out about cancer awareness
and that people are not alone in their
battles against cancer.

Howe said participants can come
out and participate in the walk at
any time. Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
and are open until 6 a.m. on Satur-
day.

“Each year I've participated, we've
had a strong committee behind us,
so it should be a success,” she said.
“I'm really proud for my committee
to stand behind me on Friday.”

Howe said the one thing that re-
ally affects participants is watching
the survivor lap for participants who
have survived cancer.

“The survivor lap will open Re-
lay for Life 2012,” Howe said. “And
at the end of the night, even a pen-
ny will help contribute to the fight
against cancer.”

Robyn Dexter can
be reached at 581-2812
or redexter@eiu.edu.
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Plucky tweet
shouldn’t lead
to expulsion

An Indiana teen, Austin Carroll, was
expelled from his high school for tweeting...a
word that rhymes with “pluck.”

Late at night, the teen posted only the
word pluck on his twitter. Carroll said he
only dropped the word to show it can be used
as an expletive, according to an article in the
Huffington Post. The word was not directed at
anyone in particular, and Carroll said he did
not write pluck on school grounds.

We see Carroll’s expulsion is a clear viola-
tion of his free speech rights. Would school
officials expel Carroll if he was caught saying
pluck in the hallways at school? The answer
is, probably not.

The school district has no right to expel
Carroll for what he said on his own time,
especially since it was not directed at one stu-
dent and it did not disrupt school activities.

If Carroll’s tweet did disrupt the educa-
tion of other students, or had he told fellow
students to go pluck themselves, punishment
would at least have some basis.

In fact, the nature of Carroll’s tweet was
more academic than anything else. He sim-
ply observed, as many linguists have before
him, the versatility of pluck: “(pluck) is one
of those (plucking) words you can (plucking)
put anywhere in a (plucking) sentence and it
still (plucking) makes sense.”

What is the difference between #pluck and
the casual dropping of the f-bomb?

Like other students, Carroll deserves to
express himself outside the classroom and the
school has no right to censor Carroll’s lan-
guage outside the school doors. The Supreme
Court has ruled since 1969 that students’
rights do not disappear once students walk
into the school doors. So why is Carroll being
expelled for a four-letter word made in the
comfort of his own home?

The school district’s defense is that Car-
roll was logged onto the school network when
he wrote the tweet, or may have been using
a school-supplied computer. He wasn’t using
the computer at school or posting the tweet
to a school account.

So, why is the school district censoring
language on Twitter? Why is it their busi-
ness what students are saying in their spare
time? This is not a matter of the school pro-
tecting its students. The school reached into
the private life of a student to punish him for
expression.

Carroll’s Twitter account was a place to
be himself and post his own thoughts. But it
shouldn’t matter if he had posted it at school.

What was Carroll’s offense? It was not
hateful words or bullying. It was using a four-
letter word in an academic way. Does the
school district plan to eradicate the f-bomb
from all their students? Even if it was possi-
ble, it is not the school’s place.

Expulsion is an over-reaction to any four-
letter word. The school district has messed up
Carroll’s life in order to correct his language,
which is plucking ridiculous.
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I know who stole five bucks from you in January

The natural order of an academic year at
Eastern has been upset.

Beyond simply the weather (hot to warm
to cool to cold and then back again), there
are other patterns that are a feature of each
year.

The 2011-2012 academic year, my last at
Eastern, has provided a major, surprise ex-
ception to this pattern in the area of cam-
pus entertainment.

There was no spring concert this year.

I was initially nonplussed by this major
change. I, like thousands of other Eastern
students, never attended the spring con-
cert before, so why would I care if there
wouldn’t be one now?

I thought this until I factored in one of
the most important things in our society:
the money.

Eastern students pay what are referred to
as “fees” in addition to tuition. These fees
are broken down into eight general cate-
gories (not counting the Graduate Student
fee). These categories include a Health Ser-
vice & Pharmacy Fee and a Computer Net-
work Fee.

In addition to revenue from ticket sales,
a portion of the concert’s funding comes
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Doug T. Graham

from the Activity Fee. The Activity Fee in
the spring was $102.03.

When we last reported on the concert
fee on March 2, 2011, “Mattoon bus route
possible,” it was $5.

Assuming the amount has not changed
much since then, that means every one of
the nearly 12,000 Eastern students paid $5
to help fund this semester’s concert.

Anyone with a calculator can tell you
that this means there is about $60,000 that
was collected from students this semester
that is not going to fulfill its stated pur-
pose.

In the eternal words of Sen. Bob Dole,
“Where is the outrage?”

The university has made a $60,000 mis-
take. That is a big mistake.

I probably wouldn’t care about this
$60,000 mistake if I wasn’t facing gradua-
tion.

I’'m a senior, dammit. This is it. Even if
every cent of the money they took from us
Spring 2012 students was used to go to-
ward an even better concert for semesters
to come, it doesn’t matter to me.

I understand that not every last bit of
the $9,400 I spent to attend Eastern this
semester goes to benefiting just me. Some
of that money will go toward future ex-
penses that will make the university better
for Eastern students to come. The differ-
ence between that money and this semes-
ter’s concert fee is that the concert fee was
never intended to benefit future students.
The reason that the money may benefit fu-
ture students is because someone, some-
where was unable to use the money to book
a suitable act. And until every student gets
their money back, that will be true.

So let’s send a message to the university:
Give us our money back.

Doug T. Graham is a senior journalism major.
He can be reached at 581-7942
or DENopinions @gmail.com.
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DAVE BALSON | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

COLUMN

Dear lord, spare us from TV-based video games

With the hit series “Game of Thrones”
making waves on HBO, game developer
Cyanide Studios, along with publisher At-
lus, are pushing forward with a video game
based on the show.

Wait, stop the presses, another TV- or
movie-based video game? Stop the insani-
ty for us all, please. Enough already. His-
tory tells us gamers that movie-based video
games rarely succeed. So, will this one be
any different? It won’t. Movie-based video
games are destined for failure.

Since I started playing video games, I
have only played a handful of games that
were based on films or TV. What comes to
mind is “Beavis And Butthead,” “Golden-
Eye,” “007: Quantum of Solace,” “King-
dom Hearts,” “Kingdom Hearts II,” which
are based on a collection of Disney movies,
and “LEGO Harry Potter: Years 1-4.”

While some of these titles are fairly de-
cent—and in the case of GoldenEye, it
was one of the best games of the past 15
years—making a video game based on a
film or TV show describes at least two
things:

First, the developers and publishers are
obsessed with said movie or TV show and

Jose Gonzalez

have visions of what it would look like in
the game realm. Secondly, it shows they
have little or no originality, and/or patience
to come up with a concept that is com-
pletely original and fresh to gamers.

Besides the titles I listed above and other
rare movie-based gaming gems that work,
most don’t seem to pan out. Now what
causes this sudden failure?

Firstly, from a gamer’s perspective, |
think we don’t want to see our favorite
movie or TV show massacred in the video
game realm.

I mean, if Activision or THQ all of a
sudden wanted to create a video game
based on the TV show “The O.C.” or the
anime “Elfen Lied,” I would be inclined
to at least give them a shot before damn-

ing it into video game hell, mainly because
I've seen both shows and noticed instanc-
es where they could potentially be video
games.

Now, would they get put into that das-
tardly category of movie- or TV-based vid-
eo games that flop? Of course they would.
Mainly because of the developers, who
want to rush games out for a quick prof-
it, but really, in the end, it all depends on
a gamer’s interests, because there are some
cases where TV- and movie-based video
games can actually succeed.

Secondly, sometimes developers have lit-
tle or no originality. I mean would you
catch Rockstar Games red handed mak-
ing a movie- or TV-based video game? No.
Its games are 100 percent original. I mean,
take a look at both “Red Dead Redemp-
tion” and “L.A. Noire.” They are both orig-
inal titles, and both excellent titles. Origi-
nality sells.

Video games should be purely original,
not based off of TV shows or films.

Jose Gonzalez is a senior journalism major.
He can be reached at 581-7942
or DENopinions@gmail.com.
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PARTIES, from page 1

“I am afraid this body has begun
to forget that it does not have the
power to change the constitution,
which is sacred,” Scherle said.

Steve Joebgen, a 2011 alumnus
and former student supreme court
justice, attended the meeting to
voice his opinion of the necessity
of the proposal.

“I was surprised to learn that
this was not already option,” Joeb-
gen said. “It is used in many other
organizations I have seen on cam-
pus and keeps involvement and ac-
countability high.”

After about 45 minutes of dis-
cussion, the proposal was tabled
and will be discussed at the meet-
ing next Wednesday.

The Student Senate also passed
two proposals, one requiring the
online posting of Student Senate
member voting records and copies
of proposals.

The other proposal was a
$475-spending proposal for trav-
el and supplies for the Student Ac-
tion Team Lobby Day.

The Student Senate will have
its final meeting of the semester at
7 p.m. on April 18 in the Arcola-
Tuscola Room of the Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. University Union.

Amy Wywialowski can
be reached at 581-2812
or alwywialowski@eiu.edu

TUG from page 1

Sigma Chi and SAE battled for
more than 3 minutes, neither of
them willing to relinquish an inch.

When Sigma Chi’s lost a man to
physical exhaustion, the remaining
men were no match for their oppo-
nents and soon found themselves
soaked.

After training for over two
months, Matt Levan, an SAE tug-
ger, said he was exhausted but
overjoyed.

“This was definitely our longest
tug by far,” Levan said. “My legs
and lower back are burning; it’s
probably one of the worst feelings
I have ever felt.”

The final match of the day be-
came the shortest when Sig Ep had
Sigma Nu in the water in just 29
seconds.

The day actually began with the
fraternities competing in the Little
Men’s tourney, whose first winners
were Sigma Phi Epsilon, who won
over Pi Kappa Alpha with a time of
1:17.

In the next heat, Lambda Chi
Alpha defeated Sigma Chi with a
time of 1:16.

Soon after, Sigma Nu beat Delta
Tau Delta with a time of 1:39.

In the last match of the Little
Men’s division, Sigma Pi pulled
their way to victory over SAE in 54
seconds.

As the last of the SAE Little Men

dragged themselves from the water,
the sorority competitors prepared
for their turn.

Alpha Phi, who had Sigma Kap-
pa drenched with a time of 1:48,
took the first match.

In the next heat, Kappa Delta
faced Alpha Sigma Alpha, claiming
the match in just 57 seconds.

Delta Delta Delta took the third
match over Alpha Gamma Delta
with a time if 1:31.

Kristy Kolzow, an Alpha Gam
tugger, described the experience
with a heavy heart.

“We gave it all we had and we
were extremely tired after (the
match),” Kolzow said.

“It definitely helped to have our
coaches in the lane with us though,
telling us to be patient work to-
gether as a team.”

In the final women’s match, Al-
pha Sigma Tau fought hard for 2
minutes and 15 seconds against
Sigma Sigma Sigma, but Tri Sigma
fought harder.

The final round will be at 11
a.m. on Saturday at Campus Pond.

Danny Putlak was unavailable
for comment.

Ryan Dolph can
be reached at 581-2812
or rgdolph@eiu.edu.

STATE

Zimmerman arrest follows
puzzling disappearance

The Associated Press

SANFORD, Fla.— The neighbor-
hood watch volunteer who shot Tray-
von Martin to death had been out of
touch and, his ex-lawyer says, "a little
bit over the edge" before his arrest on a
second-degree murder charge.

As George Zimmerman turned him-
self in Wednesday in the Feb. 26 shoot-
ing of the unarmed black teen, experts
offered this advice: Stop talking.

"My advice to the client would be,
'Save it for the trial. It can't help you."
said Roy Kahn, a Miami defense attor-
ney,.

The 28-year-old Sanford man was
in custody in Florida after a puzzling
disappearance that had his lawyers ex-
pressing concern for his health and an-
nouncing they couldn't represent him
anymore. Zimmerman had called spe-
cial prosecutor Angela Corey, his for-
mer lawyers said, had an off-the-record
chat with a Fox News Channel host
and put up a website asking support-
ers for money.

"It would not be in a client's best in-
terest to give any statement before it's

his time to testify at trial," Kahn said.
"For him to give a statement, since he
already has given an interview to the
police, any additional statement at the
State Attorney's Office would just cre-
ate the possibility of him creating con-
flict with his previous statements."

Zimmerman's new attorney, Mark
O'Mara, said after his client's arrest
Wednesday that Zimmerman "is very
concerned about the charges, but he is
OK."

"I'm not concerned about his men-
tal well-being," O'Mara said.

Former lawyers Craig Sonner and
Hal Uhrig on Tuesday portrayed Zim-
merman as erratic, said he hadn't re-
turned their calls and texts and was
buckling under the pressure that has
built in the month since the shooting,

Jack Schafer, a professor at Western
Ilinois University and a former FBI
behavioral analyst, said Zimmerman's
behavior shouldn't cause undue con-
cern. After all, Schafer said, he wasn't
charged with any crime and was free to
go wherever he wanted after he spoke
to authorities after the shooting.

NEWS

Money down toilet for good cause
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KATIE SMITH | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Members of Habitat for Humanity accepted donations in a toilet bowl in the north quad on Wednesday. The char-
ity was raising money as part of Act! Speak! Build! week. The event is meant to raise awareness and help eliminate
poverty housing and homelessness. Members say that many students do not know Eastern has their own Habitat
for Humanity chapter and hope that this fundraiser will get people more involved.

Now Renting

For

2012-2013
Only a couple homes remain
2 bedroom $300 per person
3 bedroom starting at $215

per person.

Call Tom @ 708-772-3711

or visit www.hallbergrentals.com

|




CLASSIFIEDS

p Help wanted

Great summer job. Lifeguard all Chica-
go suburbs. No experience will train
and certify. Application on our website
www.poolguards.com 630-692-1500
EXT 103. work@spmspools.com.
4/30

Bartending! $250/day potential. No
experience necessary. Training avail-
able. 800-965-6520 ext 239

ﬁ Sublessors
[ |

One bedroom apartment at Melrose.
$800/month. Fully furnished. Cable, in-
ternet, phone included. For more in-
formation call or text 312-351-0544.

4/20
‘ For rent

Great Location! Great Views!
Youngstown Apts. 217-345-2363.2 & 3
bedroom gardens apts. and town-

4/30

houses available for Fall 2012.
4/12
3 BR HOUSES, w/d, Dishwasher, c/a,
garage or shed, No Pets 549-3333.
4/12
1515 11th, 3 bedroom for 3. $250 each.
1521 11th, 3 bedroom for 3. $225 each.
Call 549-7031.

4/13
FALL 2012-VERY NICE 4 & 5 BEDROOM
HOUSES ON 12TH STREET CAMPUS
SIDE. AWESOME LOCATION. LARGER
BEDROOMS, A/C, WASHER/DRYER,
DISHWASHER, LAWN SERVICE INCLUD-
ED. (217) 549-9348.

4/13
Leasing for Fall. 4 Student Rental. Close
to campus. Contact Irv 217-276-6518

4/13
Available Fall 2012. Newly remodeled

5 bedroom houses on 12th Street.
Walk to campus. A/C, W/D, D/W 217-
276-8191, pilot410@hotmail.com

4/13
RESERVE STORAGE NOW. Pay 4 month
minimum plus $15 set-up fee, give

move-in/out dates. Last month pro-
rated. TREASURE ISLAND 620 W. State
348-1041 10-5 Mon.-Fri. 10-2 Sat.
4/13

ONLY $285/MO /person-NEW CARPET,
GREAT LOCATION NEAR LANTZ,
GRASSY YARD, OFF-ST. PARK. 3
BDRMS., KIT., LR. 549-2528.

4/13
INEXPENSIVE $285/MO /person! ALL
LARGE RMS: 5 BDRMS, KIT, LR. NEW
CARPET, 1 BLOCK FRM CAMPUS, YARD,
OFF-ST. PKG. 549-2528.

4/13
1210 Division. 4 bedroom, 2 bath.
Washer/dryer. Across from park. $225/
person. Call Pud 276-8048.

4/13
Best 2 bedroom apartments in Charles-

ton. Huge bedrooms, walk-in closets,
central A/C, fitness center, personal
training, antique floors, too much to
list. 815-600-3129.
4/16
Nice 3 & 4 bedroom houses. A/C, wash-
er/dryer, & dishwasher. Close to EIU. 11
month lease. Call 520-990-7723
4/17
3 OR 4 BEDROOM, 2 BATH FURNISHED
OR UNFURNISHED RENT AS LOW AS
$325.00 1140 EDGAR DR. 217-345-
6100 WWW.JBAPARTMENTS.COM
4/17
3 BD 2 BATH, ALL NEW. 2009 A 11TH.
217-345-6100 www.jensenrentals.com
4/17
303 Polk Ave. $275/month/person.
630-885-3543

4/17
On campus, 4 BR & 2 BA house for rent
at 1526 3rd St. C/A, W/D. Large private
backyard. $300/person. Trash includ-
ed. 549-5402

4/17

‘ For rent

Phone: 217 - 581 . 2812
Fax: 217 - 581 .2923

Online: dailyeasternnews.com/classifieds

‘ For rent

‘ For rent

Large 3 BR house at 307 Polk. Energy
efficient, C/A, furnace & water heater,
W/D in basement, Large patio. $275/
person. Trash included. 549-5402

417

2 BR, 2152 11th St. $360.
www.eiustudentrentals.com 217-345-
9595

4/17

Now Renting for Fall 2012 4 bedroom.
Rent now and get 1 month free. Call
345-2467.

4/30

2 bedroom furnished Apt at 1111 2nd
St $275 each including water/trash. 10
month lease. (217)549-1957.

4/30

Renting NOW! 1,2,&3 bedrooms, Park
Place, Royal Heights, Glenwood. Close
to campus! www.tricountymg.com.
348-1479

4/30

ElUStudentRentals.com or 217-345-
9595
4/17
3 bedroom 2 bath, NEW with W/D,
dishwasher, very close, must see 217-
345-9595 ElUStudentRentals.com
4/17
3 bedroom houses close to campus for
rent for next year. Call Cathy 217-254-
1311, dcburge@gmail.com

4/19

2BR apt 1/2 block to Lantz includes ca-
ble, internet @ $325/person.
www.woodrentals.com, 345-4489, Jim
Wood, Realtor

4/30
3BR split-level for 3@$330 plus utilities.
Lots of room, 2 car garage, w/d, dish-
washer, a/c. www.woodrentals.com.
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor, 345-
4489.

4/30

Available 2012-2013 One, Two and
Three bedroom apartments. Fully fur-
nished Lincoln street and South Divi-
sion Street Locations. Some units with
Vaulted ceilings and skylights. Mixture
of ceramic/hardwood/carpeted floor-
ing. Fully size beds, pc workstation ta-
bles, dresser, full length leather sofa
and over stuffed chair. For additional
information and or tour call 217-317-
0200
4/20

NEW REMODEL FOR 2012. 6 BED-
ROOM, 2 KITCHENS, 2 BATHS. W/D,
D/W, A/C. 2 BLOCKS NORTH OLD
MAIN. 4-6 PEOPLE. BEAUTIFUL HARD-
WOOD. 345-3253.

4/20
FALL 2012 NICE 6,5,4,3,2 BEDROOM
HOUSES. ONE TO TWO BLOCKS FROM
CAMPUS. W/D, D/W, C/A. SOME 2
BATH, SOME PET FRIENDLY. $285-
$400/PERSON. 217-345-3253 RAY-
MOND HOMES

4/20

1 person apt. includes cable, internet,
water, trash @$440/month.
www.woodrentals.com, 345-4489, Jim
Wood, Realtor

4/30

Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor. Over
20 years experience. 345-4489.
www.woodrentals.com

4/30
FALL '12-'13: 1,2, & 3 BR APTS. BU-
CHANAN STREET APTS. CHECK US OUT
AT BUCHANANST.COM OR CALL 345-
1266.

4/30
NEW 1 BEDROOM APARTMENTS!
Available August 2012. 3 blocks from
campus on Garfield Avenue. 217-348-

8249 www.ppwrentals.com

4/30
WWW.PPWRENTALS.COM OR 217-348-
8249

4/30
GREAT LOCATIONS- 1 and 3 bedroom
apartments available August 2012.

217-348-8249 www.ppwrentals.com
4/30

Call today for specials! Renting 3 & 4
bedroom (4 BR available now) apart-

5 & 6 bedroom houses. W/D, dishwash-
er, C/A. Great locations. Trash included.
217-549-6967

4/20
4 bedroom apartment. Near campus.
Includes trash. $265/person. 217-549-
6967

4/20
3 bed, 2 bath house for 2012-2013.
W/D, pets possible. Off street parking.
1710 11th Street. 273-2507.

4/20
1 bedroom apartment East of campus.
217-345-5832, rcrrentals.com

4/27
5-7 bedroom on 9th Street. Trash &
yard service included. No pets. (217)
345-5037.

4/27
3 bedroom on 10th Street. $300/per-
son. Trash & yard service included. No
pets. (217) 345-5037.

4/27
1 Bedroom Apartments. North of stadi-
um. Spacious. $410. 345-1266

4/27
3 bedroom houses available close to

campus...very affordable, rent less than
$275/person...Call Cathy at 217-254-
1311 or email dcburge@gmail.com for
more information.

4/27
2 NICE ONE BEDROOM APARTMENTS
ON THE SQUARE. $300/%$325. WATER
AND TRASH INCLUDED. 345-4010.

4/30
House for 2012-13; 2nd Street, 1/2
block from Lantz. 6 bedroom, 2 bath,
C/A, D/W, W/D. 4-6 people. No pets.
345-3148

4/30
Fall 2012. 3-4 bedroom houses. 10
month lease. Large bedroom, off street
parking, central A/C, W/D, D/W. 273-
2292.

4/30
11 W Pierce St. One bedroom house,

pets allowed next to city park
(217)549-1957.

4/30
Now Renting for Fall 2012 1 bedroom.
Call 345-2467.

4/30

2 bedroom, 2 bath apt. 111 Grant.
Washer/Dryer, dishwasher, wireless in-
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‘ For rent

Awesome Large 1 bedroom apart-
ments close to campus. PET FRIENDLY.
Totally furnished call or text 217-273-
2048

4/30
Large 2 Bedroom apartments. Fully

furnished. Close to campus. PET
FRIENDLY. 1st month free. Call or text
217-273-2048

4/30

‘ For rent

5-6 bedroom 2 bath house, 1521 S.
2nd, w/d, a/c, $300 each 549-3273

4/30
Fall 2012-Affordable-Large, Beautiful,
and Spacious 2 BR Unfurnished Apts.
on the Square over Z's Music. Trash
and Water Incl.- Low Utilities- All New
Appliances and Flooring-Laundry On-
Site-No Pets- Apply 345-2616

4/30

2 BEDROOM TOWNHOUSES AVAIL-
ABLE FOR FALL 2012 AT SOUTH CAM-
PUS SUITES! FREE TANNING, FITNESS
AND LAUNDRY! FULLY FURNISHED
WITH WATER AND TRASH INCLUDED!
AWESOME LOCATION, CLOSE TO CAM-
PUS WITH RENTAL RATES YOU CAN AF-
FORD! CALL TODAY FOR YOUR SHOW-
ING 345-5022
WWW.UNIQUE-PROPERTIES.NET
4/30

Fall 2012. Very nice 2 and 3 bedroom, 2
bath apartments located right behind
McHughes. $285-$350/person. myei-
uhome.com, 217-493-7559

4/30
Fall 2012. Very nice 1,2,3,4,5,6 bed-
room houses, townhouses, and apart-
ments. All excellent locations. Some
pet friendly. $275-$400/person. 217-
493-7559, www.myeiuhome.com

4/30

1,2, &3 BEDROOMS AVAILABLE. GREAT
LOCATIONS, REASONABLE RATES,
AWESOME AMENITIES. CALL TODAY
FOR YOUR APARTMENT SHOWING
345-5022
WWW.UNIQUE-PROPERTIES.NET

3,2 BEDROOM HOUSES. 2 BEDROOM, 2
BATH APARTMENTS. 1026 EDGAR.
$275/MONTH. 345-3754, 549-4074

4/30
House for rent. 4 bedroom, 2 bath.
345-1266

ments 1812 9th; 1205 Grant 3 bed- ternet. New remodel. No pets. 345- 4/30 4/30
room Apartment. 348-0673/549-4011 7286
www.sammyrentals.com 4/30

4/30 Fall 2012 - 1Bedroom apartments close
FALL 2012. NICE ONE AND TWO BED-  to EIU. Price range $325 to 525 for sin-
ROOM APARTMENTS. FOR $410 IN- gles. Includes Wireless Internet, trash
CLUDING WATER AND TRASH. 217- pickup & parking. No Pets. Locally
549-5624. owned & managed 345-7286 Check

4/30 our website.
ECONOMICAL! One bdrm loft apt. Fur- ~ www.jwilliamsrentals.com
nished. $385/month. 1508 1/2 First St. 4/30
School year 2012-13. Call Jan 345- EXTRA NICE - 2 BEDROOM APTS. - close
8350. to EIU $250-500 per month per person

4/30 for 2. Most include wireless internet,
NOW AVAILABLE! 1 BR APTS 3 BLOCKS  trash pickup and parking. All electric
FROM CAMPUS BUCHANAN STREET and air conditioned. Locally Owned
APTS 345-1266 and Managed. No Pets. 345-7286

4/30 www.jwilliamsrentals.com
4 bedroom house 1218 Division $260 4/30
each next to city park. 3 or 4 bedroom A
very nice 3 level townhouse Brittany d ver t 1se
Ridge $300/$260. (217)549-1957.

4/30
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ACROSS
1 Org. whose annual budget is
classified information
4 Establishes

11 Part of TG.LF.

14 Parrot

15 Pottery whose high iron content
gives it a distinctive hue

16 Cry heard at Moe’s bar

17 “Hee Haw," for one

19 Lennon reportedly described her
as looking like “a bloke in drag”

20 Attended to pressing matters?

21 Thought

23 Classroom array

24 Noted Irish crystal

26 “___ does not surpass nature,
but only brings it to perfection”:
Cervantes

27 Hégar's daughter in the comics

28 Looking up

29 Mass exodus of a sort

32 Air safety org.

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE

HITIMI L B[B[CHME[V]AIN
AR 1T [EMAUIR]ATE I cTAlG]E
DANEGENABRE RNAN
INOWGHE HINEB
LITIN[EIN NJo[R[D[E[R
AR B A E A N
BlE[T]A A[T]E]S
o[N[E[T]w K[ 1TcTk
s{alLTL]Y sofLTl
| [EN N|A[M
Dlo[M[ 1[N s[T]s
E[s[o]s R
E[T[T]u P T E
p[E[E]R ms A 0
s[o[L]E R [E]

34 Moral lapse that is reflected
literally by the answers at 17-, 24-,
46- and 54-Across

38 Cabinet dept.

39 Wife of Orpheus

41 Onein a prompt box

44 "Hey ... over here!”

45 Capital of Australia: Abbr.

46 Physician with a D.O. degree

49 Come from behind

51 Mason's creator

52 Targets of some animal rights
activists

53 Supermarket inits.

54 “When a Man Loves a Woman”
singer

57 Pal of Marshall, Lily, Robin and
Barney on “How | Met Your
Mother”

58 “Got one’s money’s worth” at the
smorgasbord

59 One-eighty

60 Sugar suffix

61 Tiresome

62 Old IBM products

DOWN
“Feliz__"
Rack unit
Ford’s first minivan
Ontario natives
Like the SST fleet: Abbr.
Big name in the freezer aisle
Reactions to puppies
Faa'a International Airport
location

9 Undermine

0 NV A WN =

1

35

8
20 21
23 25
26
2 0
8

3
thg

59

24
27
9 31
34
41 |42 [43 44
3 47 |48
53 54
57 58
60 61

62

PUZZLE BY BILL THOMPSON

10 “Ratatouille” 30 Rode a thermal 42 Linguists’ concerns
setting current 43 Brokerage firm

11 “Likewise” 31 U.PS. delivery: with talking baby

12 Laser printer Abbr. ads
supplies 32 Old fur trader’s 44 Gota 3 on the 17th

13 Poorly made locale at Sawgrass, e.g.

18 Sign 33 Actress Adams 47 Doped up, in a way

22 Lily-livered 35 Thrill 48 Pet

24 Threadbare 36 Approached 49 Cameos, e.g.

25 One of four in furtively 50 “Fables in Slang”
“Twas the night 37 Environment- humorist George
before Christmas, related 52 Queue after Q
when all through 40 Champs-___ 55 Dernier
the house” 41 Startofaline 56 Ming of the N.B.A.

27 Earth mover

ending in a sum?
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Individually, the Panthers also
reign supreme in the OVC as
three Panther pitchers rank in the
top four in ERA. Junior Troy Bar-
ton paces the pitching staff with a
1.73 ERA, good for second in the
OVC. Redshirt senior Mike Hoek-
stra has also been dominant this
season, posting an ERA of 2.30 in
a team-high 54.2 innings pitched.
Rounding out the sub-three ERA’s
is sophomore left-hander Chris-
tian Slazinik. Slazinik has record-
ed a 2.70 ERA to go a long with a
team-best four wins in 46.2 innings
of work. Clearly, Eastern boasts the
most efficient pitching staff in the
OVC as the weekend starters (Bar-
ton, Hoekstra, Slazinik) can com-
pletely dominate the opposition.

Unfortunately, the Panther pitch-
ing has not totaled the number of
wins you would expect from an
over-whelming pitching staff. The
Panthers have been plagued by
poor and untimely hitting through-
out the season as they rank near
the bottom in every major offen-
sive statistic in the OVC. The Pan-

thers rank last in batting average
(.241), slugging percentage (.343),
hits (231), runs scored (112), and
RBI (99).

Although the offense has strug-
gled to score on a consistent ba-
sis, the Panthers have seen an in-
crease in offensive production of
late. The Panthers are averaging
just 3.86 runs a game in 2012, but
have averaged 6.22 runs since beat-
ing then No. 30 ranked Saint Lou-
is on March 27. The increase in run
production has the Panthers win-
ning five of their last nine games as
they have not dropped a series since
losing two-of-three to Southern Illi-
nois-Edwardsville on March 23-25.

If the Panthers can continue to
provide runs for an already domi-
nant pitching staff they should be
poised for a deep postseason run in
the Ohio Valley Conference Tour-

nament.

Jordan Pottorff can
be reached at 581-7942
or at jbpottorff@eiu.edu.

STATE

Chicago poses stiff
opening for Coyotes

By The Associated Press

GLENDALE, Ariz.— In the mo-
ments after clinching their first division
title in 33 years as an NHL franchise,
the Phoenix Coyotes shared a couple
of hugs and pats on the helmet, then
skated toward the tunnel leading to the
locker room.

As celebrations go, it wasn't much
more emotion than they would have
shown for any other game.

That's because the division title isn't
what they're after.

Sure, it's nice, a historic moment for
a franchise that began in Winnipeg. For
the players, the best part of the division
title is that it earns them home-ice ad-
vantage for the first round of the play-
offs.

Against the Chicago Blackhawks and
all those snipers, the Coyotes will need
any edge they can get.

"Winning the division, it means
home ice — it's something you want
to hang your hat on," Coyotes coach
Dave Tippett said Wednesday from
Jobing.com Arena, where the best-of-
seven series will start Thursday night.
"It's an accomplishment for our group
and we'll certainly take that, but ... it's
something we need to take advantage
of."

Phoenix played well down the
stretch of the regular season, winning
its last five games behind the superb
goaltending of Mike Smith. With a 4-1
win over Minnesota on Saturday night,
the Coyotes wrapped up the Pacific Di-
vision, the first in the franchise's NHL
history.

'The division crown earned the Coy-
otes atta boys from all over because it
meant they would get to open the play-
offs at home instead of facing teams
like Detroit, which knocked them out
of the first round the previous two sea-
sons, St. Louis or Vancouver.

Thing is, the Blackhawks don't fig-
ure to be a much easier opponent.

Chicago finished ahead of Phoe-
nix in the standings, earning two more
wins (45) and four more points (101).
The Blackhawks have one of the most
potent top lines in the league with Pat-
rick Kane, Jonathan Toews and Marian
Hossa, and their second line can match

the No. 1 for many teams.

Chicago also has an experience ad-
vantage; the Coyotes haven't won a
playoff series since moving to Phoenix
in 1996, while the Blackhawks won the
Stanley Cup in 2010 and pushed Van-
couver to a seventh game in the second
round last year.

"They're a good team, they've had a
good year, and we feel we've had a good
year, too," Kane said. "We are confident
in the team we have, so we'll see what
happens. It's going to be a fun series.
It'll be pretty intense, playoff hockey."

The Blackhawks played well in the
final stretch of the regular season, fin-
ishing 8-1-3 despite playing without
Toews.

Chicago's captain missed the final
22 games with a concussion, but started
practicing this week in preparation for
the playoffs and was symptom-free af-
ter Wednesday's workout. He's expect-
ed to play Thursday night in the des-
ert, though an official decision isn't ex-
pected to be made until after the team's
morning skate.

If Toews does return, he'll center the
first line and Kane, who had been in
the middle with the captain out, will
slide back to the left side. The line com-
bined for 81 goals and 119 assists, even
with Toews missing the big chunk of
time at the end of the season.

"I'm right there," Toews said. "It's
been another day where I'm getting
better and better, getting back to where
I want to be as far as if I'm going to
play a game. We'll see how it goes to-
morrow."

He may want to look over his shoul-
der against the Coyotes.

While the Blackhawks play a free-
and-easy style under coach Joel Quenn-
eville, Phoenix's forte is to grind games
out any way they can to keep it close.

Against a team as fast and filled with
skill players as Chicago, that means the
Coyotes will have to muck it up, knock
the Blackhawks down every chance
they get.

It worked during the regular-sea-
son matchups between the teams —
the Coyotes won three of four — and
they'll likely pick up the intensity in
the playoffs, particularly with Toews
coming back from injury.

SPORTS

THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

DAILYEASTERNNEWS.COM

7

SETH SCHROEDER | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Freshman infielder Bailey O'Dell throws the ball during a game against Murray State on March 31 at Williams field.
The Panthers will play lllinois-Champaign-Urbana 5 p.m. today at Williams Field.

SOFTBALL, from page 8

The Panthers can expect to
see Illini ace Pepper Gay on the
mound. For the season, Gay is 11-
10 with a 1.75 ERA in 132 innings

pitched. She also has 128 strike-
outs on the season, which is good
enough for almost one strikeout
per inning.

Erik Jensen can
be reached at 581-7942
or eajensen@eiu.edu.

DON’T BEAR THE

ECONOMY

RUN AN AD IN THE

DEN

581-2816




i @DEN_Sports tweet of the day: #EIU softball faces off against in-state rival Illinois at 5 p.m. today.
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Dominic Renzetti

217 - 5812812
DENSportsdesk@gmail.com
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bout on Saturday, April 7.

ZACHARY WHITE | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Junior infielder Ryan Dineen tosses his bat to the side after hitting a line drive into the outfield. The Panthers won the game at Coaches Stadium 2-1 after falling short earlier 8-7 ina 17 inning

Thoma’s multi-homer game leads Panthers

By Jordan Pottorff
Assistant Sports Editor

Coming off a loss to in-state rival
linois-Urbana-Champaign, Eastern’s
baseball team responded by beating
the Illinois College Blue Boys 10-3 on
Wednesday. The Panthers used a bal-
ance offensive attack as they scored
runs in four of the first five innings
of play and belted three home runs
en route to picking up the mid-week
win.

The Panthers, coming off of a dis-
appointing performance in a loss to
the Fighting Illini, used the match-
up against Division-III opponent Illi-
nois College to gain some confidence
and get the reserves some playing
time heading into the weekend series
against OVC-rival Eastern Kentucky.

“We don’t play too many Wednes-

day games and we wanted to give
guys the chance to play and feel apart
of the team,” Eastern head coach Jim
Schmitz said. “That’s why we schedule
games like these.”

The Panthers got their offense go-
ing in the third inning as they load-
ed the bases with just one out. Fresh-
man Dane Sauer capitalized on his
run-scoring chance as he roped a bas-
es-clearing line drive to left center
field to give the Panthers a 3-1 lead.
Eastern would add to its lead in the
third inning when redshirt senior Ben
Thoma belted his team-leading fifth
home run of the season to give the
Panthers a 4-2 lead.

“I didn’t have the best game against
Illinois, and I was talking to coach
before the game and he said to just
see the ball and get some fastballs,”
Thoma said. “That’s what I did. I at-

tacked the fastball today and laid off
the breaking stuff and hit some balls
hard.”

The Panthers would add two in-
surance runs to take a 6-2 lead in the
eighth inning before freshman Trent
Whitcomb belted his first home run
of his collegiate career. Whitcomb
smashed a two-run homer to right
field to give the Panthers a command-
ing 8-2 lead.

“I was just trying to get my first hit
today, because it’s been a little rough
in the beginning of the year,” Whit-
comb said. “Making good contact
with the ball is a big part of the game,
and this will definitely boost my con-
fidence.”

Two batters later, Thoma showed
off his power for the second time of the
game as he belted a two-run home run
to left center field. It was Thoma'’s sixth

SOFTBALL

Panthers hope to win against Illini

By Erik Jensen
Staff Reporter

The Eastern softball team had its
five-game winning streak snapped
in a hard fought game at Indiana
State. Indiana State won the game
with a final score of 3-0 with great
pitching and opportune hitting.

The Panthers overall record is
now 20-16.

For the game, both Eastern and
Indiana State finished the game
with four hits. Sophomore second
baseman Carly Willert led the Pan-
thers at the plate with a game-high
two hits in three at bats. Willert has
worked her batting average all the
way up to .333. She also has 12 RBIs
and 10 runs scored on the season.
Her eight doubles placed her second
on the team behind freshman short-
stop Bailey O’Dell, who has twelve.

O’Dell and junior Ally Seplak
were the only other Panthers to re-
cord a hit in the loss. O’Dell has
a team-leading batting average of
.379. As the leadoff hitter, she
leads the team in hits with 47 and
RBIs with 19. She has also scored
a team-high 23 runs. Seplak has
proven herself to be one of the top
Panther hitters. For the season, her
batting average is sitting at .340,
which is the second best mark on
the team.

Sophomore Hanna Mennen-
ga started the game on the mound
for Eastern and had yet another sol-
id outing. She pitched five innings
and allowed three runs (one earned)
on three hits and a walk. She also
recorded three strikeouts. Mennen-
ga is now 9-5 for the season. Her
defense did not help her out, al-
lowing Indiana State the chance to

score some easy runs off Panther er-
rors. Eastern made two errors in
the game, which both resulted in a
run for ISU.

The Panthers next game will be
tomorrow at Williams Field when
they play their in-state rival, the
University of Illinois, with the game
getting underway at 5 p.m.

It is likely that Eastern will start
Stephanie Maday on the mound,
who currently has an 11-8 record
with a 1.93 ERA. When Maday
starts, she usually finishes the game.
In a team-high 20 starts on the
mound, she has pitched 11 com-
plete games.

The Fighting Illini will come
into Charleston with a record of
16-18.

SOFTBALL, page 7

home run of the season and his fifth
multi-home run game of his career.

“The goal for today was to get Ben
Thoma and Trent Whitcomb going,”
Schmitz said. “We need Trent at the
end of games to pinch-hit and just get-
ting those guys on track is a real pos-
itive.”

On the mound, the Panthers had
several pitchers seeing action as fresh-
man right-hander Matt Borens made
his second start of the season. Borens
gave up two runs (one earned) on five
hits in four innings of work. He also re-
corded two strikeouts and showed good
command of his pitches as he did not
issue a walk while toeing the rubber.

In relief, the Panthers turned to a trio
of right-handed arms to keep the Blue
Boys offense in check. Juniors Scott
Houdek and Keith Koser and red-
shirt junior George Kalousek each saw

time on the mound as they combined
to limit Illinois College to just two hits
and one unearned run in the final five
innings of play.

“I was really impressed with Scott
Houdek,” Schmitz said. “Scott’s a guy
who hasn't got a lot of inning lately, but
all of a sudden I thought his ball was
sharp and fast and sunk and did some
really good things.”

With the win, the Panthers im-
prove to 13-17 overall and 4-4 in OVC
play. Eastern will be back in action this
weekend when it will travel to Rich-
mond, Ky, to take on the Eastern Ken-
tucky Colonels in a three-game series.
First pitch is scheduled for 3 p.m. on
Friday.

Jordan Pottorff can
be reached at 581-7942
or jbpottorff@eiu.edu.

VIEWS

Pitching pacing
Panthers in 2012

Eastern’s baseball team is coming
off of a double-digit outburst that
had it knocking off in-state foe Illi-
nois College 10-3 on Wednesday. Al-
though the Panthers have been paced
by stellar pitching all season, the re-
cent emergence of a reliable offense
could have the Panthers contending
for a conference championship come
late May if the offense can continue
to provide run support.

The main reason for success in 2012
has been the Panther pitching staff.
Eastern has been dominant this season
as it easily leads all OVC clubs in ERA.
The Panthers boast an ERA of 3.02,
which is nearly a run and a half lower
than the second best pitching staff in

Jordan Pottorff

the conference. OVC-leading Austin
Peay ranks second in ERA with a mark
of 4.45 while Murray State rounds out
the top three with a 5.14 ERA. The
Panthers also rank first in opposing bat-
ting average (.240), runs allowed (122),
earned runs allowed (85), hits allowed
(223), and home runs allowed (5).
VIEWS, page 7















	Daily Eastern News: April 12, 2012
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1707421635.pdf.1WxK_

