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“Tell the truth
and don’t be afraid.”
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Another lead
bites the dust

Eastern blows another halftime
lead against Tennessee Tech.
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Nick Brooke (left), freshman marketing major, walks through the snow with Joe Shoemaker, freshman business major, between
Ford Hall and Booth Library on their way to the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union Food Court.

Snow fall creates

By April McLaren
STAFF WRITER

The Chili Jam, a benefit event sched-
uled for Saturday at Roc’s Blackfront
was canceled because of heavy snow, icy
roads and drifting.

The music and chili
rescheduled for Feb. 29.

A waitress from Roc’s said the deci-
sion to postpone the event was a mutual
decision between workers and band
members who were scheduled to play.
They made the decision Saturday to
avoid any last minute cancellations.

The waitress said the unused chili pre-
pared in advance will be frozen and kept
until February unless sold before then.
Roc’s serves chili daily and the staff is
hoping to have served most of it before
the rescheduled Chili Jam.

The first measurable snow of the year
started around 10 a.m. Sunday morning
and continued through the afternoon.

“We have been lucky so far,” said
Dalias Price, local weather observer and
former Eastern professor. “It is starting
to look like January.”

Price said the temperature has been
between 14 and 20 degrees throughout
the day Sunday. He explained the pow-
dery snow is not too dangerous, but it

event was

“After I saw that I knew I
didn’t want to get out. Not
even for an exciting trip to
Wal-Mart.”

— Cara Moran,
junior elementary education major

could still cause problems.

Strong winds combined with the pow-
dery snow leads to drifting which can
make it difficult for traveling, Price said.

“The most common problem is people
underestimate the weather,” Price said.

He said some people do not have
enough experience to drive in this weath-
er, and that is when accidents occur. If
drivers slam on their breaks on snow or
ice, cars will skid which could lead to
accidents.

Price advised people to stay inside and
curl up with a good book to avoid the
weather.

Cara Moran, a junior elementary edu-
cation major, decided to stay in for the
day when she looked out her bedroom
window Sunday morning and saw a car

setbacks

swerve into another lane because of the
weather.

“After I saw that I knew I didn’t want
to get out,” she said. “Not even for an
exciting trip to Wal-Mart.”

Moran mentioned the weather is good
for one thing.

“The cold weather is good for blowing
bubbles,” she said. She explained when
bubbles are blown, they freeze and
sometimes stick to trees. They end up
looking like decorative tree ornaments,
Moran said.

Price said January’s normal snow
expectancy is S inches, and Charleston
almost reached that expectancy Sunday
when 3 inches fell. He predicted
Charleston will reach at least S inches by
the end of the month.

Hopeton Diaz, a sophomore sociology
and pre-law major, is not a fan of this
“bitter cold.”

Diaz is from Jamaica, and this is his
second winter in Illinois.

“I would much rather be in 80 degree
Jamaican weather right now,” he said.

According to the National Weather
Service Web site, Monday is expected to
be cloudy with a high of 32 degrees and a
40 percent chance of precipitation.

Monday night will get down to the low
20s.

STUDENT FEES

Gosts for
athletics
could rise

Task force favors using more
student fees to support sports

By Kevin Sampier
ADMINISTRATION EDITOR

Student fees could increase to lessen the Eastern
athletic department’s dependence on state appropriat-
ed funds, if a presidential task force has its way.

Gail Richard, department chair of communication
disorders and sciences, chaired the task force, which
was created at the request of Eastern President Lou
Hencken.

The task force was made up of several faculty mem-
bers and two students and was
charged with finding different
ways to fund athletic programs at

More inside

;IESUSV%(;E? g Eastern.without using as much in
for state appropriated funds, Richard said.

propose ) The t.ask .for.ce madp a presenta-
Page 6 tion of its findings Friday to mem-

bers of The Council of University
Planning and Budget and suggest-
ed none of Eastern’s 22 sports be cut.

Richard said although students have to pay more for
tuition and fees, they should be responsible for the
cost of athletics.

The task force recommended a reduction of state
appropriated money from 18 percent to 6 percent and
an increase of student fees from 19 percent to 30 per-
cent.

“We thought it would be fair to students to slowly
raise the fee,” which would support athletics, Richard
said. The fee would increase from $42 to $43 a year
and reduce state funds by $1 million.

“We would be cutting that ($1 million) down and put-
ting it on the backs of students,” Richard said.

Richard said the recommendations made by the
task force will be submitted to Hencken and the Board
of Trustees, who will then decide what, if any, recom-
mendations to use.

In addition to raising student fees to pay for athlet-
ics, Richard and the task force recommended a one-
time fee increase in 200S to pay for athletic travel
costs.

SEE FEES ¢ Page 6

Pair of students arrested for fighting in Union

By Tim Martin
SENIOR REPORTER

=

room and those involved were told to leave.

. i The altercation did not involve members

from Phi Beta Sigma or the football team,

Two Eastern students were arrested early
Saturday morning on charges of aggravated
assault to a police officer, the result of a skir-
mish at a Black Student Union dance.

Stating members of the Phi Beta Sigma
fraternity and Eastern football players were
at “the center” of the altercation, Director of
Student Life Ceci Brinker explained tensions
between the two groups had escalated after a
falling out. Those tensions snapped resulting
in a fight concluding in the two arrests
around 12:15 a.m. on Saturday, witnesses
said.

Names of the arrested students could not
be released by the two police officers at the
scene. University, Charleston and Coles
County police departments teamed to control
the hostile situation. No major damage to the
Grand Ballroom, University Lounge or sur-
rounding areas was found.

“It’s unfortunate that a handful of people
ruined a good time for many others,” Brinker
said.

Security for this Black Student Union-
sponsored event - held in the Grand
Ballroom of the Martin Luther King Jr.

1§ 5
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Charleston police, county sheriffs, and university police stand outside of the east entrance to
the Martin Luther King, Jr. University Union Friday night after a fight in the Grand Ballroom.
Officers moved everyone out of the building quickly.

University Union — was tightened after a Step
Show honoring the late Miss Johnetta Jones
in November ended early because of a fight.
At 11 p.m. on Friday, police officers wielding
metal detectors greeted the 150 to 175 stu-

dents attending the dance scheduled to end at
1:4S a.m. Saturday.

One university worker said a girl ran out of
the Grand Ballroom and announced: “There’s
a fight!” University police entered the ball-

although Jamarr Day, a Panthers’ junior line-
backer who was at the dance, said members
of the football team helped break up the
fight.

A flier advertising the dance proclaimed:
“Warning. Warning. Warning. If you are com-
ing to fight, you will be taken to jail. No ques-
tions asked.” Despite that, Brinker said offi-
cials allowed the first incident to slide by.

Tempers again flared, Phi Beta Sigma
President Adam Little said, when his frater-
nity brothers and football players began to
argue. Little alleges the football players first
held their middle fingers up in the air while
dancing, then did the same in the faces of Phi
Beta Sigma members.

A football player, Day confirmed, pushed a
member of Phi Beta Sigma, knocking him to
the ground. More pushing and shoving
ensued by both parties. A few punches were
thrown.

Sometime during the attempt to settle the
altercation, a Phi Beta Sigma member
knocked a canister of pepper spray from a

SEE ARRESTED ¢ Page 6
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TRANSPORTATION

Designated
driver program
in planning stage

@ Shuttle Bus Committee looking to
provide students with safe rides home

By Brian 0’Malley
STUDENT GOVERNMENT EDITOR

The Student Senate Shuttle Bus Committee is
working on a designated driver program that would
help Eastern students get home safely on the week-

ends.

Committee chair Adam Howell said he plans to
work with bar owners and Greek organizations to get

the program up and running.

“Greek organizations have been doing this for

years,” Howell said.

In the early 90s, Eastern had a service for three
years called the “Gus Bus,” which is similar to what
the committee plans to do, Howell said.

“It was a great program for three years,” Howell

said.

The “Gus Bus” came to a quick end when a fight
broke out on the bus, and a person
involved was possibly hospital-

ized, Howell said.
“That killed the

bus.”

Howell said the committee is
still figuring out whether to use a
bus or have a carpool system sim-

ilar to that of Texas A&M’s.

“I based a lot of my work on Texas A&M’s system,”
Howell said. “They help other schools with ideas.
There are some schools that have programs that are

similar to Texas A&M.”

Schools such as Georgia, Missouri and Southwest
Texas State University all have carpool programs,
which were molded after the program at Texas A&M.

“Either way, both a bus or a car are good ideas,”
Howell said. “However, it would cost a lot of money
to be using a fleet of four or five cars instead of one

bus.”

Howell said the carpool system would probably
mean seven or eight drivers would be needed for the

weekend.

“Most of the schools that have a similar program
something like a (Recognized Student
Organization) where a group of students sign up for
two time slots a month,” Howell said.

Fraternities and sororities will be contacted for

have

help, Howell said.

“That’s why I really want the Greeks to join us
because they constantly run programs like this,”
Howell said. “Every angle can be covered if I get the

right people to work with.”

Howell said he would like to see a subcommittee

‘Gus Bus’
overnight,” he said. “The only
problem with using a bus is the lia-
bility concerns with putting large
groups of drunken people on a

Adam Howell

Little rascals

Joe Don Rooney, lead guitarist of Rascal Flatts, plays to a packed crowd at Indiana State University Friday
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dle up.

formed that would only focus on the designated driv-

€r program.

“I’d really like to get a separate committee work-
ing on this program alone,” he said.

The committee’s main concern is the cost of the
program, but Howell said he is working hard to fig-

Sunday Roc’s postponed its Chili Jam

Friday Feb. 27.

ure out the money aspect of the service.

“The biggest obstacle is money,” Howell said.
“(The program) is a really big deal and students will

fund raiser, the campaign for better health
care. The fundraiser was canceled because
of the snow storm. It is rescheduled for

Tuesday and Wednesday the American
Red Cross will hold a blood drive in the

Brittany Robson
 ACTIVITIES EDITOR

The drive will be sponsored by the Phi
Kappa Alpha fraternity. For more informa-
tion check out the American Red Cross

Web site. www.americanredcrossblood.org.

Wednesday there will be a tribute to
Martin Luther King Barry Scott at 7 p.m. in

Wear a coat to these campus events

Hey Eastern students. Enjoying the
snow? Did you go out and make snow
angels or build a fort? I think this is going to
be a long, cold week. Keep warm and bun-

Thursday at 11:50 am. Opening Doors
Workshop Luncheon speaker Alan Page
will be in the Grand Ballroom. Call the
office of Civil Rights for reservations and a
full schedule for the conference.

Saturday through March 2, The Eye
Stands for Mr. Imagination. Mr.
Imagination creates art out of discards and
found objects. He is known nationally and
internationally for his bottle cap staffs and
thrones, paint brush portraits and carved
sandstone sculptures. Mr. Imagination lives
on the south side of Chicago and is a self-

have personal concern with a program like this.” basement of Andrews Hall from 1-6 p.m. the Grand Ballroom. taught artist.
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Doudna delay
costs Eastern
$750,000 a year

By Jason Essig
STAFF WRITER

The delay of the Doudna Fine Arts
Center renovations is costing Eastern
around $3,000 every day.

Jeff Cooley, vice president for business
affairs, said Eastern is losing money since
it has to rent two separate facilities for the
Fine Arts Departments and is spending
$152,400 each year in rent. He also said
Eastern is losing money by using resi-
dence hall rooms as offices for the depart-
ment.

“We are foregoing approximately
$600,000 in room revenue that would oth-
erwise be collected from students living
in those rooms,” Cooley said.

The delay has affected Jeffrey Lynch,
assistant dean of the College of Arts and
Humanities and the Arts and Humanities
staff. Lynch and Dean James Johnson’s
offices are located on Fourth Street until
the renovations are complete.

“Needless to say it has caused both enor-
mous frustration and some anxiety for all
of us,” Lynch said. “But at this point what
happens is way beyond our local control.”

At the moment, the center’s renovations remain at a stand
still. Steve Shrake, architect and director of the Physical Plant,
said until funds from the state are released, nothing is going to
happen with the building.

“No architects or engineers are looking at the building for
the moment,” Shrake said.

He and the rest of the architects are waiting for the money
Eastern is supposed to receive from the governor’s office.
Shrake said because of the delay in funding, the scope of the
project could change. Eastern President Lou Hencken said if
the project is delayed too long, a costly redesign could take
place.

“You come to a point where an architect will have to
redesign the building,” because the original estimated costs of
the building are no longer accurate, Hencken said.
Announcement of the funds may come in March, and the gov-
ernor could announce it in person, Hencken said Friday during
a meeting of The Council on University Planning and Budget.

The building has been cleared of asbestos and is now clean,
Shrake said. Interior renovations have started but are not close
to being finished.

“There are parts of the ceiling missing, there is lighting that
is missing,” Shrake said. “The plumbing is drained, and the
heat is shut off.”

There are no plans to continue construction of the center’s
interior because of the lack of funds. Lynch said he also is wait-
ing for state funding. He said the bidding process for the con-
tinuing renovations is currently on hold.

“We can’t send the project out to bid until the governor
releases the funds,” Lynch said. “I don’t know when that might
be, but we are ready to go.”

The money for the renovations has been appropriated by the
state, Lynch said, and there is not much more anyone can do
but wait.

Cooley said although there is no definite time when the
money will arrive from the state, the project is considered a
top priority for Eastern. Cooley said the funds for the project
were approved and that it is just a matter of time.

“Funds for the project were approved by the General
Assembly and the fiscal year 2004 budget that included the
funding for the project has been signed by the Governor,”
Cooley said. “As such, there are currently no plans to raise pri-
vate funds to build the facility.”

Jeff Cooley

Carman Hall
floods, again

By Nicole Nicolas
FEATURES REPORTER

Sunday afternoon on the
north side of Carman Hall, a
radiator pipe burst and water
rushed through the fourth
floor all the way down to the
second floor.

“The pipes were frozen.
Rooms were filled with steam
with water squirting every-
where,” said Chovonne Woods,
residence assistant on the
fourth floor.

Grace Hastings, freshman
history major, added that the
rooms were steaming like a
sauna.

She said the flood started in
room 414 while Celia Becker
and Hanna Ehlers slept. The
two were awakened by a loud
noise created when the pipes
burst.

“The (Building Service
Worker) came in with a Wet
Vac to pick up standing water,
and girls were scooping water
because it kept coming out,”
Woods said. “They had a little
bucket system going.”

about six buckets of water.

A majority of Becker and
Ehlers’ belongings, including
pictures, were ruined. The rest
of their belongings are being
stored in the lounge.

Their computers have to dry
out, and they will not be able to
use them for a week.

Right now, a lot of the girls

residing in other flooded
rooms are staying in the
lounge.

“Celia was so stressed out
she got sick,” said freshman
speech communication major
Chelseay Dubson.

Becker and Ehlers spent
Sunday at the Comfort Inn
because the flooding in their
room was so bad.

Woods said a loose valve
may be the cause of the flood-
ing.

Last week, a pipe burst on
the sixth floor on Carman’s
south tower. The cause of that
was reported as a window left
open over the weekend. The
cold temperatures weakened
the pipe and caused the burst
which affected rooms on the
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President Lou Hencken and Jill Nilsen, vice president
of external relations, talk to Jeffrey Cooley, vice presi-
dent for business affairs, at the Chamber of
Commerce dinner on Saturday night in the Grand

Hastings said they emptied

fifth and sixth floors.

Ballroom of the Martin Luther King Jr. University

Chamber inducts new president

By Jessica Youngs
CITY EDITOR

At the Charleston Chamber of
Commerce’s annual dinner Saturday in
the Grand Ballroom of the Martin
Luther King Jr. University Union, the
ceremonial gavel was passed from old
president to new president.

Former president Jill Nilsen said she
is happy E.L. Kracker’s owner Paul
Mejdrich is taking over the position
because during the last three years, he
has been an invaluable part of a task-
force assigned to help consolidate the
two Coles County Chambers of Mattoon
and Charleston into one.

“The organization will be fortunate to
have (Mejdrich) because he under-
stands completely the issues,” she said.
“He will be an excellent president for
the community.”

As the vice president of external rela-
tions at Eastern and its voice in the com-
munity, Nilsen said much of her day-to-
day work as the chamber’s president
was presiding at monthly board meet-
ings, working with the executive com-
mittee to formulate the agenda and
working with various chamber staff.

Her two largest tasks as president
included forming a formal alliance
among five Coles County entities for
economic development and serving on

the “chamber task-force” that planned
the consolidation.

“It’s an exciting time to be involved in
the chamber; one of the most impor-
tant,” Mejdrich said.

The alliance was passed by the
boards of the participating entities in
November and is currently in operation
among the Mattoon and Charleston
chambers and cities and Coles Together.

The idea of consolidation, however,
will be posed to voters on March 31,
Nilsen said.

“I know that during the first part of
(Mejdrich’s) presidency, he will be
focusing on providing education and lis-
tening very carefully to questions and
concerns raised by members (about the
consolidation),” she said.

Mejdrich agreed with Nilsen and said
he was very excited about his new pres-
idency that officially began Jan. 1.

Although presidents usually have the
next year’s agenda already planned for
them when they take office in January,
Mejdrich said everything this year is on
hold until the March vote.

“Although the day-to-day work is still
going on, a lot of committees are on
hold,” he said. “We’re just kind of sitting
back and waiting.”

If the almost 400 Mattoon and 300
Charleston chamber members do
decide to merge, the board of directors

will go on a planning retreat to form the
new chamber agenda together,
Mejdrich said.

Although Mejdrich’s restaurant, E.L.
Krackers, has been a member of the 85-
year-old chamber for 20 years, he has
only been involved in the Charleston
Chamber since May when he and his
wife Tammy bought the restaurant
along with Stu’s, he said.

“It all started back in 1986 when I
came to school at Eastern and worked
my way from cook to manager,” he said.

Although  Mejdrich  originally
planned on majoring in computer man-
agement, he switched to hotel and
restaurant management after taking a
year off school to be a full-time kitchen
manager at Krackers’. After serving as
manager, he said he was able to work
school back in and graduate in May,
1992.

Both Nilsen and Mejdrich said after
they serve their tenures as past-presi-
dent, their time serving on the executive
board will be up.

While Mejdrich joked that his wife
won’t let him serve any more years,
Nilsen remembered the past and looked
to the future of the two chambers.

“Ireally enjoyed my year as chamber
president. I'm very grateful to have met
and worked with the members of the
chamber,” she said. “I think we have a
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EDITORIAL

University
community
informed

The administration are making the rounds.

President Hencken and the university vice
presidents visited the Faculty and Student
Senates and the university’s budgetary council
last week, with plans to visit the Staff Senate
and Civil Service Council next month.

Hencken said it is all to keep the university
community informed on Eastern’s budgetary sit-
uation, specifically the expected tuition increase.

The administration could choose to take care
of business in their own offices and meetings
and wait for word of
finances to trickle down,
but instead Hencken
said they want to
answer questions and
halt any possible
rumors.

At issue

Administration toured
leadership bodies
last week and plan to
make visits every
semester.

Our stance
Administration are
keeping the rest of
campus informed on
the university

budget.

Hencken and the
President’s Council vis-
ited senates and coun-
cils last Spring semester
when the governor was
tackling the worst budg-
et crisis in Illinois’ his-
tory.

Hencken now plans to make the visits a
semestral routine.

Eastern is currently unsure what type of
budget it will be dealing with next fiscal year,
and the Illinois Board of Higher Education will
meet in a little over a week to discuss the uni-
versity’s state funding.

The administrators have discussed tuition
increases during their campus visits, reminding
the university about the Truth in Tuition Act
passed last semester guaranteeing incoming
freshmen a fixed tuition rate for four years.
Current students will pay less of an increase
next semester.

The freshmen rate could be as much as 14 to
15 percent more than current tuition costs, simi-
lar to figures the University of Illinois has
approved, Hencken said last semester.

The four-year rate leaves questions of what
new students will pay if it takes longer than the
traditional time to receive a bachelors degree.
Hencken has said those situations will each work
out differently, but students could end up paying
a more current, higher rate after four years.

“We know how much it takes to run this insti-
tution,” he said Wednesday. “We’re not going to
sacrifice institutional quality just so we can have
two percent lower tuition.”

The administration are stepping out of Old
Main and keeping the rest of the campus in the
budgetary loop, a direction toward keeping com-
munication in the university community wide
open.

The editorial is the majority opinion of the
Daily Eastern News editorial board.

OPINION

00k past the magic crystal ball

Jennifer Chiariello
Editorial page
editor and
semi-monthly
columnist

for The Daily
Eastern News

Chiariello also is
a junior
journalism and
marketing major

She can be reached at
cujc7@eiu.edu

Have you ever heard the say-
ing “Don’t blame the messen-
ger”?

Well, do it.

Claiming psychic ability is
fraud, and psychics and televan-
gelists have robbed many.

For years these con artists
have schemed the innocent and
gullable, claiming to predict
futures, heal or contact the dead.
These actors move from town to
town, robbing communities and
leaving with fortunes.

A great example is the movie
“Leap of Faith” starring Steve
Martin. In the movie, Martin’s
character uses hidden micro-
phones and staged people in the
crowd to create the illusion the
Lord is sending messages
through him, giving him the
power to heal.

This con has not only become
more frequent, but is now being
awarded and credited.

I was surprised to discover
the telepathy trend has spread to
Berkeley, Calif. where a psychic
institute which is “a psychic
kindergarten which teaches stu-
dents how to recognize and
develop their own psychic abili-
ty” was developed.

Psychic radio and television
talk shows like “Crossing Over”
with John Edward and even “The
Pet Psychic,” Sonya, on Animal
Planet are popping up every-
where and even starting national
tours.

The trick to these magical per-
formances is often illusion.
These televangelists, as well as
psychics, are like magicians, and
what they claim to know or see is
just an illusion to the observer.

Penn and Teller, put psychics
to the test in the new show
“Bullshit!” and were accurate in

“If God has some
great, wondrous mes-
sage to mankind, I
doubt he is going to
select some artificially
tanned man decked in
gold medallions and a
whispy toupee to deliv-
er it on the condition
he receives checks and
money orders.”

their predictions. They revealed
the performers contact the dead
performing the age old skill
called “cold reading.”

Cold reading is a tool of manip-
ulation using suggestion and flat-
tery. Basically, it works by mak-
ing broad accusations that apply
to numerous people and playing
off the person to make further
predictions. Some cold readers
are so good they can make peo-
ple second guess facts they know
are correct.

On my seventeenth birthday,
some friends and I visited a psy-
chic. Sure the beaded curtain,
magic crystal ball and celestial
garb intrigued us, but $10, an
analysis of our physical appear-
ances and two minutes later, the
show was over and it was just
that, a show (unless of course
we’d like to pay more).

I’'m sure most of us have

caught at least once, while chan-
nel surfing, the psychic friends
ads or the man with the mic
claiming he can heal people and
God wants you to send money
right now.

A few years back Dave Barry
said a statement along similar
lines to what I am about to say,
and I couldn’t agree with it more.

If God has some great, won-
drous message to mankind, I
doubt he is going to select some
artificially tanned man decked in
gold medallions and a whispy
toupee to deliver it on the condi-
tion he receives checks and
money orders.

Don’t get me wrong, it’s great
to have something to believe in
or a belief system, but when
your so called “messenger of
faith” plays on those beliefs, it’s
manipulation and betrayal.

I highly doubt these messen-
gers practice what they preach,
giving back to the community
and people contributing to the
money made.

Currently, the Federal Trade
Commission is charging Miss
Cleo promoters, the largest
providers of psychic audiotext
services in the United states,
with deceptive advertising,
billing and collection practices.

Pay doctors and surgeons the
tens of thousands of dollars to
get little Timmy to walk, not the
man on TV. Donate money to
churches, which in turn donate it
to needy organizations, not
greedy self-serving actors.

If these proclaimed healers or
prophets were accurate, the
world would know by now and
their skills would be used for rel-
evant useful purposes, not if
your dead dog had unresolved
issues.

Cartoon by Becky Aurich
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YOUR TURN:

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

New computers appreciated

The Graphic Design
majors within the
Department of Art would
like to thank everyone who
was involved in obtaining
the new computers for Art
Park West and for setting
them up so quickly, making
a smooth transition back to
our school work. All of us at
Art Park West really appre-
ciate the new computers.

We would not be able to
do the work we are being
taught without them. When
we left for break it seemed
like new computers would
not be a reality, so it was
really exciting to come back
to the new computers.
There were a lot of plans
and ordering done towards
the end of finals week and
all of this work made it pos-

you to Doug Lawhead and

sible and we appreciate it so
much. Also a special thank

everyone who set up the lab
in less then a week and for

pushing for the need of a
new lab at Art Park West.

Rebecca Hutchison,
senior graphic design major

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: The Daily Eastern News accepts letters to the editor

addressing local, state, national and international issues. They should be less than 250

words and include the authors’ name, telephone number and address. Students should
indicate their year in school and major. Faculty, administration and staff should indicate
their position and department. Letters whose authors cannot be verified will not be
printed. Depending on space constraints, we may edit letters, so keep it concise.
Letters can be sent to The Daily Eastern News at 1811 Buzzard Hall, Charleston IL
61920; faxed to 217-581-2923; or e-mailed to jpchambers@eiu.edu.
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Officers: Sprinklers
stopped on-campus
apartment blaze

By Evan Hill
CAMPUS EDITOR

A fire at University Court was
prevented from spreading Friday
by a sprinkler system, according
to Captain Dan Ensign of the
Charleston Fire Department.

According to a fire report
Ensign read from, CFD received
the call at 5:08 a.m. The depart-
ment responded to Apartment 14
in the Yorkshire building of
University Court with two pump
trucks and an ambulance.

University Police Chief Adam
Due said UPD received the fire
alarm call at 5:06 and arrived on
the scene a few minutes later to
evacuate residents.

When the fire department
arrived on the scene at 5:11 a.m.,
most of the residents had been
evacuated.

Due said the university was list-
ed as the victim on the incident
report and the residents’ names
were not released.

The fire started under a bed
that was too close to a heating
vent Ensign said, but the sprinkler
system had turned on by the time
firefighters entered the apart-
ment.

“I think the sprinkler system
kept the fire from evolving any
further,” Ensign said.

Ensign said CFD estimated the

Senate to

By Brian 0’'Malley
STUDENT GOVERNMENT EDITOR

The Student Senate is planning
an event called Bucket Brigade,
which will have multiple houses in
Charleston painted by Eastern stu-
dents and community members.

Student Body President Caleb
Judy said the event was held last
year by former Student Body
President Alison Mormino.

“Alison did a really good job,”

damage at $10,000, most of which
he said was caused by the sprin-
kler system flooding the room.

Russ Robertson, a sophomore
foreign language major, lives in
the Yorkshire building, next to the
apartment where the fire
occurred. He said the sprinkler
system was effective because “it
basically flooded the whole room.”

Environmental control shut
down the building’s sprinkler sys-
tem to prevent further damage,
and residents had to remain out-
side until the system could be
turned back on.

Ensign said CFD cleared the
scene and left by 6:30, about 15
minutes after the sprinkler sys-
tem had been reset.

“Kids that have beds next to
heaters need to keep the beds six
to eight inches away from the
heater,” Ensign said. He said even
though the cause of the fire was
an electric heater in this case, it
still generated enough heat to
catch the bed on fire.

“People need to be aware of the
dangers with heaters,” Due said.

Gary Hanebrink, safety officer
with the Physical Plant, said pre-
viously that the building sprin-
klers are inspected every 12
months. Sprinklers were installed
in University Court last summer
along with sprinklers in Greek
Court.

Judy said. “I have a lot of good
information from her.”

Judy said the event is still in the
planning process and there hasn’t
been a date chosen yet. He also is
in the process of nominating
homes and getting a large group of
people to represent Eastern and
Charleston.

“I would like to see a bunch of
different people represented,”
Judy said.

Last year the event helped
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An Eastern worker plows snow off sidewalks on campus Sunday afternoon. Three inches of snow fell Sunday.

make over houses in need of paint job

Charleston residents get a better
idea of what Eastern students were
like and at the same time see
where they’re coming from, Judy
said.

“It kind of restores the percep-
tion of Eastern students of how we
actually are,” Judy said.

This year’s Bucket Brigade will
be aimed at reaching similar goals.

“Hopefully we can restore their
perception of Eastern students to
reality and to how it actually is,”

Judy said.

Those who participated in the
event last year served seven or
eight houses, Judy said. He said he
will aim for a similar amount and
get as much help as he can.

“Of course I want to get as many
people as possible to come,” Judy
said. “The more the merrier.”

Judy said the event will be bene-
ficial for both Eastern and
Charleston residents.

Judy said he has a lot of infor-

NPHC—
-AFA

The Economics Club would
like to thank...
=Campus Christian Fellowship

=National Associationjof Honor Students

-AZ Along Wlth the faculty, staff and
students who contributed to our
2003 Christmas Toy Drive.
Your Generous Support is Appreciated!

xSociety for Human
Resource Management
Clothing Drive

Week of Jan.

Any style or sizes of clothes.

Look for clothing bins in Lumpkin Hall,
MLK Union, and all housing halls.

26"-30"

mation from Mormino about how
she ran the event last year. He said
her information will be helpful in
figuring out how to get as many
town residents and Eastern stu-
dents as possible to come and help.

The houses selected will be cho-
sen from a list of houses in town
that need a fresh paint job.

“It’ll be a fun time and you’ll get
to lend a helping hand,” Judy said
to the Student Senate at
Wednesday’s meeting.
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Lobbying trip,
budget discussed

By Kevin Sampier
ADMINISTRATION EDITOR

The Council on University
Planning and Budget Friday
heard a presentation on the budg-
et for next year.

Director of Budgets Jim
Shonkwiler told the council he is
still waiting for the Illinois Board
of Higher Education to present a
budget to Eastern.

Julia Abell, director of plan-
ning and institutional studies, also
gave the council an update on the
budget.

“We’re waiting to see what kind
of money comes in, then we can
see what things get funded,”
Abell said.

Jill Nilsen, vice president for
external relations, gave a report
to the council on an upcoming trip
to Springfield by the Legislative
Action Team. Nilsen said the trip,
scheduled for Feb. 19, will give
Eastern more visibility in
Springfield and a chance to meet
with legislators.

“Every year the event has got-
ten slightly larger,” with four
busses scheduled to make this
year’s trip, Nilsen said.

The theme for this year’s trip is
“teaching, engaging and discover-
ing,” Nilsen said. “It’s a day to
blitz the capital and talk about
Eastern.”

Students, faculty and adminis-
trators plan to visit legislators in
their offices and will send them
letters to let them know of the
visit. The trip takes place one day
after Gov. Rod Blagojevich’s state
of the budget address, Nilsen
said.

Eastern President Lou
Hencken said “legislators love
this event, especially to see the
students.

“I do think this is very impor-
tant that (legislators) see Eastern.
We can’t keep being the best kept
secret in Illinois.”

Hencken also gave the council
an update on the Doudna Fine
Arts building renovation and
talked about the budget.

Coles considering consolidation

& Chamber of comumerce
looking to improve service

By Jessica Youngs
CITY EDITOR

The Coles County chamber of
commerce is debating consolidat-
ing into one chamber in hopes of
becoming a stronger organization.

The consolidation will provide a
threefold service for chamber
members. It will offer a stronger
business advocacy voice, increase
efficiency and effectiveness of
services and bring unity to the
counties, former President Jill
Nilsen said.

New Charleston Chamber of
Commerce President Paul
Mejdrich is excited to be involved
with the organization during this
consolidation time, which he
called “one of the largest, if not
the largest” events in the cham-
ber’s 85 years.

A consolidated chamber would
provide a larger pool of resources
to operate and ultimately become
a stronger and more financially
secure organization.

Last year, the two chambers
created a “chamber task-force”
responsible for discussing the
idea of consolidating into one. The

idea has been looked at in the
past, but never acted upon, Nilsen
said.

“This is an idea that has been
(introduced) in the past; that look-
ing at if putting two chambers
together would it be a stronger
one organization.” she said. “We
felt that merging two good cham-
bers would create one great cham-
ber!”

Both Nilsen and Mejdrich were
influential members of the task
force that thought what was good
for one community is good for two
communities.

Nilsen said the Charleston
chamber is fortunate to have
Mejdrich as the new president
because of his inside knowledge
about the consolidation proposal.

“l know that during the first
part of (Mejdrich’s) presidency he
will be focusing on providing edu-
cation and listening very carefully
to questions and concerns raised
by members,” Nilsen said.

The approximately 30 mem-
bers of the task force spent more
than 100 hours during the course
of the year exploring the feasibili-
ty of merging the chamber.

During their December meet-
ings, the board passed a planned
proposal submitted by the task

force.

The consolidation proposal will
be posed to the approximately 400
Mattoon and 300 Charleston
chamber members on March 31.

Until then, everyone is sitting
back and waiting for the decision,
Mejdrich said.

His major task as the
Charleston chamber’s new presi-
dent will be educating members
about the benefits of consolida-
tion.

Two informational meetings in
each city will be held during the
next months to allow the members
to listen to plans for consolidation
and to ask questions and voice
their thoughts, Nilsen said.

Although Mejdrich is hopeful
the proposal will pass in March,
he said there has been some con-
cern voiced that one of the com-
munities would take over the
other.

“The biggest challenge is peo-
ple that are not opposed to it, but
don’t feel like they will vote for
it,” he said.

April, May and June will serve
as a transitional period and the
consolidation will go into effect
with co-positions for each position
on the board on July 1, Nilsen
said.

Arrested:

Fees:

Black Student Union plans
investigation to clear itself

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

police officer’s hand. Then, only a few min-
utes into Saturday, two students were
arrested, confirmed a police officer on the
scene.

So, for the second time this academic
calendar year, a fight marred an otherwise
trouble-free Black Student Union dance.
Little wants to apologize and reaffirm his
fraternity’s role in the fight was only retal-
iatory. Day said “everybody is at fault” and
that the football team does not want to
cause any trouble.

“It was going fine; people were dancing
moving around,” said Black Student Union
President Erika Robinson. The BSU plans
to conduct a full investigation to clear
itself from wrongdoing to maintain its
party-holding privileges. We don’t want to
jeopardize entertainment for other stu-
dents on campus.”

More than a half hour after the arrests
were made, night custodians dust mopped
the tile floor next to Java B&B, a coffee
shop located in the union. Six or seven
flower pots of dirt speckled the walls and
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layered the navy blue carpet. The remains
of the green shrubs strung across the
flower bed adjacent to the Grand
Ballroom’s entrance.

As one female student walked down the
steps, she was heard telling a friend: “They
ruined it for us.”

Little, who said he was punched and
plans to file charges, alleges his fraternity
brothers stood up for their rights to a
group of football players who live off of
intimidation. Most of the pushing resulted
from attempts to break up the skirmish.

“This incident on campus doesn’t repre-
sent the black community on campus as a
whole,” Little, a senior journalism major,
said. “(The Florida football players) live
off fear, intimidation and antagonistic
behavior. The men of Phi Beta Sigma only
stand for principles and true manhood.
Them being men you have to fight back
when someone is like that.

“ ... these problems aren’t a problem
with the whole African American commu-
nity on campus, but it represents a bigger
problem, the feeling they’re superior to
everyone else, but they’re not.”

Day guessed the only reason why foot-
ball players come across as intimidating is
because they lift weights and are bigger
than most students here.

“I think they are trying to prove some-
thing, but there’s no point to prove,” Day
said. “I’m not sure what their point is.”

Congratulations to Slgma KGPPG
1* in Grades for Fall 2003!

Some fear athletic spending
takes funds from education

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“We’ve all heard the horror stories of stu-
dents driving tired and late to get back for
classes,” Richard said. “We would like to
see a chauffeured system for our students.”

Other recommendations included an
increase in the Grant-in-Aid fee, increasing
the number of athletic scholarships and no
further fee increases from the athletics
department in fiscal years 2005 to 2009.

Several council members argued against
the proposed fee increases because they said
it would take money away from education.

Speech Communication Professor Joe
Heumann said “when you talk about expand-
ing opportunities for student athletes, you're
talking about taking away opportunities
from students in the classroom.”

Heumann also said in addition to students
paying increased fees, a portion of appro-
priated dollars is paid by students.

“It’s $35 extra each term on top of the
fees they’re being asked to pay,” he said.

Heumann wasn’t the only person opposed to
the recommendations made by the task force.

Physics Professor Steven Daniels asked

|
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Transilional
Facility

Residential Care Positions Available
Caring staff needed to assist individuals with
developmental disabilities. Strongly advocate
for individuals in the community and assist
with living skills and individual training goals.
Excellent opportunity and experience for
psychology, special ed and/or

human services majors.

Richard “you want to triple (the athletics
fee) to $180 over six years? Is that reason-
able when faculty can’t even ask for a 2 per-
cent raise?” To which Richard responded
“it’s not our decision to make.”

The current athletics fee is $63.50.

Assistant English Professor Ray Watkins
also had problems with the recommenda-
tions made by the task force.

“It sounded like something that was put
on by the athletic department. It didn’t
sound very dependent,” Watkins said.
“Athletics sometimes feels to me like a
sacred cow. Everyone is facing (budget)
cuts. I expected the report to be ways to
make cuts. Them saying there is no way to
make cuts, I find surprising.”

Richard said the task force did look at the
elimination of sports and said they can’t be cut
because the funds saved wouldn’t be worth
getting rid of programs, and because of the
Office of Civil Rights being “very opposed to
the elimination of women’s sports.”

As to why an increase in student fees was
proposed instead of finding external fund-
ing, Richard said, “It’s really not realistic to
think that annual giving in this community
is going to go up $1 million in one year.”

Richard will give the same presentation
at 3:15 p.m. Tuesday in the Booth Library
Conference Room 4440 and 7 p.m.
Wednesday in the Arcola/Tuscola Room in
the Martin Luther King Jr. University
Union.
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kills six

GREENVILLE, S.C. (AP) — Fire
broke out in a five-story motel early
Sunday while guests were asleep,
Killing six and forcing others to leap
from windows or climb down bed
sheets to safety, authorities said.

At least a dozen people were
injured, including at least five in
critical condition at a burn unit in
Augusta, Ga.

Guests and authorities said smoke
filled the motel quickly, sending
guests in their pajamas into a chaotic
scramble for the exits and a cold rain
outside.

“I opened the door and all we saw
was smoke,” said Donessa Wilson,
who said she and her boyfriend
were awakened on the fourth floor

NATIONASENEWS BRIEFS

Comfort Inn fire Long lines expected as same-sex
couples prepare to register

ests

y a fire alarm and then heard a
woman running down the hall
screaming.

The Comfort Inn had standpipes
and wall-mounted hoses in the hall-
ways and stairwells, but none had
been activated and no fire extin-
guishers were used before emer-
gency crews arrived, said Wade
Hampton Fire Chief Gary Downey.
He didn’t know the last time the
building was inspected but said it
was not required to have sprin-
Kklers.

“If there had been sprinkler sys-
tems in the hallways, probably the
fatalities and injuries would not
have been near what they were,”
Downey said.

Second Mars rover lands
successfully, sends photos

PASADENA, Calif. (AP) —
NASA’s Opportunity rover zipped
its first pictures of Mars to Earth
early Sunday, delighting and puz-
zling scientists just hours after
the unmanned spacecraft success-
fully landed on the Red Planet
three weeks behind its identical
twin.

The pictures showed a surface
smooth and dark red in some places
and strewn with fragmented slabs of

light bedrock in others. Bounce
marks apparently left by the rover’s
air bags on landing were clearly vis-
ible in the foreground.

“I am flabbergasted. I am aston-
ished. I am blown away.
Opportunity has touched down in
an alien and bizarre landscape,”
said Steven Squyres, the mission’s
main scientist, at a news confer-
ence early Sunday. “I still don’t
know what we’re looking at.”
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CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, Ohio
(AP) — Doug Braun and his part-
ner of 14 years couldn’t wait for
Monday morning, the first day
they could go to City Hall to place
their names in a registry recogniz-
ing them as domestic partners.

They will walk away with a nota-
rized piece of paper that legally
means nothing, but to Braun, 42, and
his partner, Brian DeWitt, 48, it will
be the most important day of their
lives.

“It’s not a marriage,” Braun said.
“For us, it’s a show of our commit-
ment to each other, it’s something
concrete that we can hold on to and

show all of the thousands of hours
we put in to work on this.”

The domestic registry for gay
and straight unmarried partners
was approved in November by vot-
ers in Cleveland Heights, an
upscale Cleveland suburb of 50,000
residents. It passed with SS per-
cent of the vote.

Domestic registries have been
created by councils and state legis-
latures elsewhere — the Vermont
Legislature created the nation’s
first law recognizing the relation-
ships of same-sex couples, and
California created a statewide reg-
istry for same-sex couples and

gave them some of the legal stand-
ing of married spouses — but this
was the first through a ballot issue,
according to the National Gay and
Lesbian Task Force.

The opening of the Cleveland
Heights registry also comes less than
a week after the Ohio Legislature
passed one of the country’s most-far
reaching bans on gay marriage.

The registry is not marriage and
it’s not binding on courts, govern-
ments or companies. But support-
ers hope it will make it easier for
couples to eventually share
employment benefits, inherit prop-
erty or get hospital visiting rights.

Teen surfer attacked by shark gets prosthetic

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Three
months after losing her left arm
in a shark attack, teen surfer
Bethany Hamilton received a
prosthetic limb.

The 13-year-old from Hawaii,
who has already returned to com-
petitive surfing, is on a whirlwind
national tour.

HUNGRY!

She learned to snowboard in
Steamboat Springs, Colo., taped
an episode of “The Oprah
Winfrey Show” in Chicago, and
gave interviews to Glamour mag-
azine and “Entertainment
Tonight” in Los Angeles, where
she also received the prosthetic
arm Saturday.

As Abways,
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“The best thing was my last
day of snowboarding,” Hamilton
told The Associated Press in a
telephone interview Saturday
night before she went to a con-
cert by teen singer Hilary Duff.

“I was getting better and went
on real hard runs,” she said. “It
was a lot of fun.”

D OUGHNUTS

wﬁ“

Luther King, Jr. Universijy, Un;

fililfel bl
bl

Doughnuts Are On Sale inn:[r;:
UNIVERSITY UNION PANTHER PANTRY

$5.00 Per Dozen
$2.50 Half Dozen
45¢ Single Donut

DON’T MISS OUT!!

Great Low Prices!!!
100 Dozen
Krispy Kreme Doughnuts
EVERY THURSDAY at 7am

Call 581-3616
to place your order

i

- University Board now hiring
o Zﬂﬂ# Homecoming Coordinator EEM’{'

FhlpplanE[UaB@-:scEvmtbfﬂm}'Eaﬁ
HC le-.cﬁnam::r Sn.r:ce.e.mr? !

nnajmzﬁnhm‘ my
I‘in-r Q:.wshmlsmll 581-5 11 7

Are you ready to stand apart from all the reste
Come meet Americas foremost Co-Ed Business Fraternity

Delta Sigma Pi
Spring Recruitment Events

January 27, 2004 “Meet the Chapter” 6:00 p.m.
Lumpkin Auditorium — Business Casual Dress

January 29, 2004 “Pizza & Bowling” 6:00 p.m.
Union Bowling Alley

February 3, 2004 “Making Valentine’s Day Cards” 6:00 p.m.
Lumpkin 1041

February 5, 2004 “Formal Interviews” 6:30 p.m.
Lumpkin Hall 1030 — Professional Attire Requested

If you have any questions please contact:
Ashley L. Michl @ 348-3371 or cualm9@eiu.edu

) ) o
*Mowe Extras
Models Needed

Local and Statewide Production

No Exp./Age Required
All Looks/Types Accepted
Promo, Trade Shows, Catelog

Modeling Needed Immediately
Minor and Major
Roles Available

Up to $320/Dayl
Call 1-800-818-7520

it B

Mondays aren’t Blue @

% c/Vlarty’s

AL WHITE MEAT CHIX STRIPS $3.49
®7 W/FF or ONION RINGS

NEW MARTINI M ONDAYS $2.50

ELECTRIC BLUE, COSMOS, WHITE OR DARK CHOCOLATE

PLUS $1.50 Bottles

638 W. Lincoln

CELLULARONE'

Clear Across Americs
Charleston, IL 61920
217-345-2351
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

Check out the Ramada. Great drink
specials for EIU students. Bar, restau-
rant, and front desk positions avail-
able. 300 Braodway East Mattoon.
1/29

Circulation help needed for The Daily
Eastern News. Hours 5:00 am - 8:00
am. Great pay. Must be reliable.
Apply in person 1802 Buzzard.

00

Kitchen assistant needed @
Marianne’s Euro Deli. Apply in person.
615 Monroe Street.

1/30
Caring individuals needed to work
with adults with developmental dis-
abilities in a group home setting,
stressing community integrated living.
Now hiring weekend Mid-8am and PT
evening positions. Apply in person at
Tull House, 1911 18th St. Charleston;
345-3552

2/3
Are you interested in earning extra
money this semester? Want to work in a
fun environment, on-campus, evenings
only, no weekends? Eastern lllinois
University’s Annual Fund is seeking stu-
dent callers. Students receive an hourly
rate with incentives to earn hourly
bonuses. No “cold calling,” student
callers contact Alumni from an estab-
lished donor base. To make application,
stop by the Alumni Services office locat-
ed in the Brainard House on 4th Street.
Ask for either Kim or Jonathan.
Application deadline is February 5th.
Interviews begin innediately.

2/6
Would like Friday & Saturdays off? Are
you looking for a part-time evening
position in a fun, professional office
atmosphere? Ruffalo Cody/Westaff is
seeking  professional  telephone
fundraisers. Flexible scheduling, weekly
paychecks, holiday bonus potential for
extra cash$$, no “cold calling” required,
help raise money for colleges/universi-
ties to lower tuition for current students,
apply before November 28. Stop by
Westaff at 700 W. Lincoln or call 345-
1303.

00

FOR RENT

For Rent; Girls only: 2 bedroom apart-
ments across from Buzzard. Call 345-
2652.

1/26
4 & 6 houses, 10 month lease. Please
call 273-1395

1/27
4 BDRM HOUSE AVAILABLE ‘04-
'05. 1012 2ND STREET. 1/2
BLOCK FROM MORTON PARK.
CLOSE TO SCHOOL. Washer,
dryer, gas grill. stove. refrigerator,
large kitchen, central air and heat,
2 bath, front room, dining room,
game room, double lot, great
porch, mature trees, oak staircase,
landlord lives in area. Rent
$295/month/per bedroom. Don’t
wait, call Rich 273-7270

1727
Two and three bedroom apt. with
W/D. $200 each. Near Dominos 549-
1521

1/28
For 04-05 school year. New 3 bed-
room 1 1/2 bath duplex. 2 blocks from
campus. Washer, dyer, ac, deck, yard
348-63%4

1/28
3 bedroom home, Attached garage,
w/d, very nice, prefer non-students,
$625, 345-4274, leave message.

1/30
SHARP 4BR house, near Buzzard. 2
baths, a/c, washer/dryer, $1000/12
mos. Starting May-June 2004. 345-
4489, Wood Rentals, Jim Wood,
Realtor.

1/30

Ny

Lincolnwood Pinetree
Apartments

Studio 1,2 & 3 Bedroom Apartments
Limited Time 3 Bedroom Rent Special

* Lots of space ° Swimming pool
¢ Volleyball court
Across from Carmen Hall

345-6000

&(\—T%
i

The Daily Eastern News
Classified ad form

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Student: (1 Yes [ No

Under classification of:

Person accepting ad:
No. words / days:
Payment:

CheckNo.___

Expiration code (office use only):
Compositor:
Amount due: $

Dates to run:

Ad to read:

30 cents per word first day ad runs. 10 cents per word each consecutive day
thereafter. 25 cents per word first day for students with valid ID, and 10 cents per word
each consecutive day afterward. 15 word minimum.

DEADLINE 2 p.m. PREVIOUS DAY - NO EXCEPTIONS
The News reserves the right to edit or refuse ads considered libelous or in bad taste.

Fall 2004: 1515 1tth, 3 bedroom,
washer/dryer, 10 month lease, $250
each. 1517 11th, 2 bedroom, wash-
er/dryer, 10 month lease, $285 each.
1521 11th, 3 bedroom, washer/dryer, 10
month lease, $250 each. Call 549-7242

1/30
1 bdrm duplex, full bath, living. Water
and trash included for rent. IMMEDI-
ATE AVAILABILITY. 348-7733

1/30
4BR HOUSE, 1 1/2 baths, w/d, walk
to Buzzard. 345-4489, Wood Rentals,
Jim Wood, Realtor.

1/30

2BR apt, 1/2 block to Rec Ctr. cable
incl, central a/c, some balconies.
$230/person. 345-4489, Wood
Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor.

1/30
2 bdrm duplex, dining, ws/dry.
Water and trash included for rent.
IMMEDIATE AVAILABILITY. 348-
7733

1/30
2BR moneysaver @ $190/person.
Cable&water incl. Don’t miss it. 345-
4489, Wood Rentals, Jim Wood,
Realtor.

1/30

ousing Choices...

Brittany Ridge Townhouses

3-4 Bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths, alc,

w/d, dw

DSL, phone, cable jacks, deck, fresh carpet/vinyl.

2-5 residents from $188-300

2BR APTS FOR 2, Close to Campus

Near Rec Center or Buzzard Bldg.

All with a/c, some paid cable or paid water
Low utilities, ample parking, coin laundry
$230/person 12 months

2BR APTS for 1 or 2 persons
Cable, water, trash paid, 1 parking space
$350 for 1 person, $190 each for 2

Low electric, coin laundry

1BR APTS for every need and taste
All shapes & sizes, near & far, neat & ugly

For privacy, quiet, convenience,

From $200 to $375

economy

HOUSES - 2,3,4 BEDROOMS

Good locations, various sizes
Most with a/c, w/d
Priced for private bedrooms

Lists available, Showing by appointment

bl Rbnthid

Jim Wood, Realtor

3BR house for 3-4, w/d, 1 block to
EIU, near Stix & Krackers.. Ugly, but
mechanically sound. $630/12mo.
345-4489, Wood Rentals, Jim Wood,
Realtor.

1/30
1 person looking for a roomy apt? Try
this 2BR priced for one @ $350/mo.
Cable TV and water incl. 345-4489,
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor.

1/30
2BR apts near Buzzard. $460/12
months, water incl. Low utilities, A/C,
coin laundry, ample parking. 345-
4489 Wood Rentals, Jim Wood,
Realtor

1/30
3BR HOUSE, fresh carpet, 1 block to
Stadium, w/d, central a/c. $700/12
months for 3 tenants. 345-4489,
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor.

1/30
SPACIOUS 3BR house near Stadium,
a/c, w/d, 3 QUIET tenants. New car-
pet, vinyl, cabinets. $750/12 months.
345-4489 Wood Rentals, Jim Wood,
Realtor.

1/30
NEAT 2BR house near Stadium, a/c,
w/d, 2 QUIET tenants. $500/12
months. 345-4489, Wood Rentals,
Jim Wood, Realtor.

1/30
NEAT 3BR house for 3 QUIET resi-
dents. Fresh carpet, vinyl, cabinets.
Washer/dryer, a/c. $660 month. 345-
4489, Wood Rentals, Jim Wood,
Realtor.

1/30

B

OLDETOONE MANAGENENT

12 & 3 Bealooms
4 LOCATIONS
Close to campus

Close to campus, 4 Br, 2 bath,
Fridge, Stove, WD, 1210 Division,
Linda Nugent relator, 345-2151, ask
for Pud.

1/30
Available now! Studio located close to
campus. $320/ month, utilities includ-
ed. Call 348-0006

2/3
1,2,3,4 bedroom apts. Fall 2004-
2005. 11 month lease. Security
deposit required. No pets. 348-8305

2/3
Bedroom for Spring, half block from
campus. House privledges, utilities
included, NOT apt. 345-3253 or 348-
3945

2/3
1bedroom apt available immediately.
Six month lease. Security deposit
required. No pets. 348-8305.

2/3,
Available Fall 2004, Studio apt.
$275/month, includes heat, water,
and trash. Call 897-6266 or 898-9143.

2/3
Available Fall 2004. Small 2 BR apt.
for 1 or 2 people. Only $300/$350.
Good location near Morton Park, call
897-6266 or 898-9143.

2/3
Now leasing for Fall 2004. 3 BR. hous-
es, 4th St. locations Good Parking.
$225 each. Call 897-6266 or 898-
9143.

2/3
2 Bedroom, 10 or 12 mo lease.
Water/trash included. 348-7698,
leave message.

2/4
3 Bedroom, 10 or 12 mo lease.
Water/trash included. 348-7698,
leave message.

2/4
4 Bdrm. 2 Bathroom House new con-
struction. 3 Blks from campus. 1800
12th Street 868-5610.

2/4
For Lease: 2,3,4,5 bedroom houses.
C/Air, Dishwashers, washer/dryer.
346-3583.

2/6
3 BEDROOM HOUSE CLOSE TO
CAMPUS. AVAILABLE FALL 2004, 2
FULL BATHS WITH WASHER-
DRYER. A/C. CALL 232-8936

2/10
THREE/TWO BEDROOM HOUSES.
$220/PERSON THREE/TWO BED-
ROOM, TWO BATH APARTMENTS.
1026 EDGAR. 348-5032

2/15
1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377 REALOR S 3 bedroom apt. $235 each per month,
Charleston, IL 61920 m 2 blocks from campus. 345-3554
217 345-4489 - Fax 345-4472 2/16
€he New York Times
Crossword | Edited by Will Shortz No. 1215
ACROSS 27Country 65Big ape TP
1Coffee with dance 66Christopher
body 32Demean who played
6Greta who  33Missing com-  the Man of
said, “l vant panionship Steel
to be alone” 37Droop 67___ and
11Relaxing 38Cope with feather
re.sort. 40Write quickly 68Horse fea-
14Sing like . tures
Crosby 41More reliable ggirse rela-
15Ancient 44A_bstract tives
Greek mar- visual DOWN
ketplace |mages 11300 on a
16President 46Eff'°'9}”t cornerstone
Codlage  PamBST g,
17"Peter Pan” 9p 3Nightclub in
villain 49Dwarfed tree a Manilow
19Assayer’s 52Ascent song
material 53Less cordial 4Ballpark ven-
20Dressed 54Fiendish dors’ offer-
21Suggestions  56Artist ings
on food Salvador 5Actress __
labels: Abbr.  60Comic’s bit Alicia
22Three-toed  61Water locator 6The Father
animal 64 of India
24“There’s'”a Encouragem 7Turkish Puzzle by Sarah Keller
problem! ent at the leader 28Letter- 39Golfer’s 51West African
26Flock leader  bullring 8Down Under  shaped build-  gadget river
hoppers ing beam 42Business let-
ANSWER TO TODAY’S PUZZLE 9Friend in the 29Pasta sauce ter encl. 54Novelist
’hood maker 43Russi Hunter
10Yellow ribbon 30Security fea- *°ioBa" _
site ture domain 55Climber
11Listerine 31Howard of 44Pai .
alternative “Happy ained cries  57S0n of Hera
12Plaster of Days” 45Fraternity
L 34City east of candidates 58Honey
13Warn %gpggra 47Fetches 59Fateful day
18Multivitamin « 48Title role for ;
supplement 33 Segt(eNnétialer Leslie Caron " March
23ls not well Diamond hit) 49Intolerant 62A Gershwin
25Hasten 36Suffix with one brother
26Remain disk or novel 50City between
unsettled 38Answer to a Gainesville  63Gun owners’
27Widespread sefor and Orlando arp.
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Drug ring used
babies for cover

CHICAGO (AP) — He knocked on the door of the squalid
basement apartment, looking for a young couple. Their baby
girl had been stopped at an airport thousands of miles away,
and it wasn’t her first suspicious trip.

The 8-month-old had already traveled to Panama and
London five times, usually in the arms of strangers and often
exposed to danger. The latest trip had ended abruptly with an
arrest — at Heathrow Airport.

“Your baby was with a woman who was caught with drugs,”
U.S. Customs agent Pete Darling told the parents coolly, careful
not toreveal all he knew. “‘Can you folks tell me what’s going on?”

Calmly — too calmly, he thought — the couple claimed
their child had been taken from a babysitter’s house and they
had filed a kidnapping report.

Darling noticed the parents were sickly looking and their
apartment was a mess: dirty dishes in the sink, cardboard
boxes on the floor, the smell of marijuana in the air.

He knew something was terribly wrong.

What Darling didn’t know was he had begun to unravel an
international drug smuggling ring — a multimillion dollar
business that stretched from flea-bag hotels in Panama to the
gritty streets of the Bronx to the industrial heart of England.

And it ran through one of the poorest pockets of Chicago, the
drug-ridden, decaying neighborhood where Darling now stood
— the place the smugglers turned to for a precious commodity:

Babies.

STATE NEWS BRIEFS

Friends try to clear ‘Black Sox’

CHICAGO (AP) — He was a fiery and
energetic player, who — after being
banned for life from baseball because of
a gambling scandal — spent years try-
ing to get reinstated.

That describes Pete Rose. But it also
applies to George “Buck” Weaver, a
member of the infamous Chicago
“Black Sox” team that threw the 1919
World Series against the Cincinnati
Reds.

Now, as Rose intensifies his efforts to
be reinstated to baseball — admitting in
a book that he bet on the game — the 77-
year-old niece that Weaver helped raise
hopes he doesn’t get forgotten.

Patricia Anderson and a devoted base-
ball fan, Dr. David Fletcher, have mount-
ed a “Clear Buck” campaign to persuade
baseball commissioner Bud Selig to
reinstate Weaver.

Anderson and Fletcher, along with
supporters who include Eliot Asinof,
author of the book “Eight Men Out”
about the Black Sox, maintain Weaver
never took money for the fix. They point
out that he played superbly in the World

Series — batting .324 with no errors.
And they say the most he was guilty of
was hearing about the scheme and not
speaking out.

“He kept his integrity and character
and refused to rat on his teammates. He
was true to his teammates — that’s what
he was guilty of,” Fletcher said. “And he
didn’t think they were going to go
through with the plot.”

Anderson believes her uncle’s case
should be considered along with that of
“Shoeless” Joe Jackson, who led all hit-
ters in the 1919 World Series with a .375
average. Supporters say Jackson tried
to return the money.

“They certainly didn’t do anything
that would hurt baseball,” Anderson
said. “(Baseball officials) know darn
well they didn’t try to throw a game.
They played beautiful ball.”

Patricia Anderson is Weaver’s niece.
But she considers him her surrogate
father because he and his wife took 4-
year-old Patricia, her older sister and
the girls’ mother into their home on
Chicago’s southwest side after Patricia’s

father died in 1931.

It was the Depression, and Weaver
took whatever jobs he could to support
the household.

“Years later, I thought he worked so
hard to raise what he considered his
family. And I don’t suppose we ever
could have been grateful enough for
what he did for us,” Anderson said.

Weaver, a Pennsylvania native, made
his major league debut with the White
Sox in 1912. He became one of the most
popular players on the South Side,
known for his smile and the dirty uni-
form that accompanied his energetic
play.

Ty Cobb called Weaver “the greatest
third baseman I ever saw,” and said he
would never try to bunt when Weaver
was playing third base.

The gambling scandal wasn’t exposed
until almost a year after the 1919 World
Series. Newly appointed commissioner
Kenesaw Mountain Landis banned eight
of the White Sox, including Weaver,
from baseball in 1921, although a jury
acquitted them.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

ROOMMATES

ANNOUNCEMENTS

AVAIL NOW 1 2 3 4 BEDROOM LIN-

COLN OR 9TH STREET. CALL 348-

0157. LANMANPROPERTIES.COM
2/26

Large, nice 2 bdrm apt, $500, water
and trash included no dogs or cats.
345-6967

00

BRITTANY RIDGE townhouses, avail-
able now or 2004-2005 for 2-5 ten-
ants. DSL wiring. 345-4489, Wood
Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor.
2/27
2 bedroom town house/ apartment
furnished, trash pick up included, 2
blks from campus. Call 348-0350.
00

WWW.eiprops.com
Fall 2004
2,3,4 and 6 bedroom apartments
All apartments include AC, free laun-
dray, trash, off street parking, lawn
care and free DSL.
2 bdr apts
1056 2nd #2
1056 2nd #5
3 bdr apts
204 Grant #5 (free heat, water)
530 Grant #1
4 bdr apt
204 Grant #1 & #3 (free heat, water)
6 bdr apt
1056 2nd #1 & #3
-Locally owned and maintained
-All close to campus, great neighbor-
hoods
-Contact us at 549-0212 or 345-6210
or visit us at www.eiprops.com for
prices, photos and features.
00

Large 7 bdrm. house 3 bath, 1/2 block
to campus, central air, washer/drier
$265 each 345-6967

00
Homes 4 & 3 BR available August.
Good locations, WD,DW,CA, TRASH
paid. Call 345-3253.

00

“Listed as top landlord for 2003 in
Eastern News!”1 Bedroom apts.
for August 04-05. PP&W PROP-
ERTIES. 2 EXCELLENT LOCA-
TIONS 1 BLOCK, & 1 1/2
BLOCKS NORTH OF OLD MAIN
ON 6TH ST. 1 or 2 person leases.
Central heat & A/C, laundry facility.
Trash service and off street parking
included. Perfect for serious stu-
dent or couples. 348-8249

00

STUDENT HOUSE FOR RENT. 1814
12th STREET. Looking for 3 students
to rent 3 bdrm home for Fall/Spring
04-05. Walk to school, CA, W/D. $825
month ($275 each). Call 847-395-
7640 for info.

00
ATTENTION GIRLS! IF YOU WOULD
LIKE A NICE, ROOMY, FURNISHED
3 BR APARTMENT WITH LARGE
CLOSETS, LOW RENT, LOW UTILI-
TY BILLS AND A LANDLORD THAT
CARES FOR THE 2004-2005
SCHOOL YEAR, CALL 345-3664.
SEEING IS BELIEVING! 10 MONTH
LEASE, NO PETS.

00
2 bedroom apt available Jan 1st!
Furnished and trash paid. Close to
campus. 345-5088

00
$299 Free heat, water, trash. Call
Dave 345-2171. 9am-11am

00

For 2004/2005 Nice 5 bed-
room house. Excellent loca-
tions, cable internet hook-ups
in every bedroom. 250/per-
son/month. 12 month lease.
Call 345-0652. Also, nice one
bedroom apt. excellent loca-
tion. 350/month.

00
04-05 fall- 2,3,4 bedroom 2 bath apts.
new, clean, and close to EIU 345-
6100.

00
ROYAL HEIGHTS APTS: 1509
S. 2nd St. 3 BR furnished apts,
low utilities. New carpet and new
furniture. Leasing for Spring
2004 and Fall 2003 semesters.
Call 346-3583

00
Single Apt. on square. $299 inc. heat,
water, trash. Dave 345-2171 9am-
11am.

00

www.jwilliamsrentals.com
CHECKUS OUT FOR YOUR APART-
MENT FOR 2004-2005. Leasing now
1,2,&3 bedroom units. Good loca-
tions, nice apartments, off street park-
ing, trash paid. No pets. 345-7286

00
1 Bdrm, large & nice apt available
now. $295 per month, trash included.
345-6967

00

2 BR APTS. AVAIL 04-05- Check loca-
tions at www.charlestonilapts.com.
Roommate rents from $230 to $255
mo. Call 348-7746 for appointments.

00
VERY NICE 6 BEDROOM HOUSE. 2
BLOCKS FROM CAMPUS. WASH-
ER, DYER, DISHWASHER, CEN-
TRAL AIR. TOTALLY REMODELED!
CALL 345-6967

00

3 bedroom furnished apartment, utili-
ties included. Close to campus. Call
345-6885

00

WWW.eiprops.com
Fall 2004
2,3 and 4 bdr houses
All houses include AC, free laundry, off
street parking, lawn care
2 bdr
1708 11th
1613 12th
3 bdr
217 Polk
1048 9th
827 4th (free DSL)
4 bdr
1027 2nd
1021 2nd (fireplace, sunroom)
-Locally owned and maintained
-All close to campus, great neighbor-
hoods
-Contact us at 549-0212 or 345-6210
or visit us at www.eiprops.com for
prices, photos and features.

00
4 bedroom house 219 Jackson Ave.
Spacious basement included. $200
each, available June 1st. 549-1957 or
348-5427

00

Hey Gals! 2 bedroom furnished apart-
ment, next to park at 1111 2nd St.
Water, trash, and laundry included for
$265 each/month. 10 or 12 month
lease available. Call now at 549-1957
or 348-5427.

00
1,2,and 3 bedrooms close to campus.
4 locations to choose from. Call 345-
6533

00
Exceptionally economicall 1 bed-
room apt. with loft. Furnished for a
single or couple. $375 month. For
one or $430 month for two. 1
block north of O’Brian Fild. For
school year 2004-2005. Call Jan
345-8350

00
Need a semester lease from JAN-
MAY? We have a unique 2 bdrm
for rent. 1block from Buzzard.
345-5088

00
BUCANNAN ST. APTS: 1,2,&3
BDRM APTS AVAILABLE FOR
FALL 04-05. PLENTY OF OFF
STREET PARKING, WATER AND
TRASH INCLUDED. CALL 345-
1266

00

Studio apt. 1/2 block to Campus $265
and a large 1 bdrm. apt. 1/2 block to
campus $325. 345-6967

00

BUZZARD STUDENTS. Lincolnwood

Pinetree has large 2 BR apts. available

@ 2020 10th. Call 345.6000 to see!
00

2 bdrm available June. 2 blocks

from EIU. W/D included. 2007

11th St. $285 each. 345-6100
00

5 bdrm house. Available August.
Nice, clean, and close to EIU. W/D
included. 2019 11th St. 345-6100

00

Roommates for 3 BR furnished apart-
ments. $290 per person. 1509 S. 2nd.
Call 346-3583

00

2004 Cubs Spring Break!!! Mesa,
Arizona. March 15-20. Contact
Matt at 345-2327.

1/30

Newly remodeled two bed-
room apartments complexly
furnished, parking, laundry,
FREE Dsl Fast internet 913 and
917 4th St. 345-7437 or 345-
8353.

00
SEITSINGER APARTMENTS-1611
9TH ST. 1 BLOCK EAST OF OLD
MAIN. 1 APARTMENT AVAILABLE
SPRING SEMESTER. COMPLETE-
LY FURNISHED, HEAT, AND
GARBAGE FURNISHED, OFF
STREET PARKING. CALL 345-
7136.

00
2 Bd. Furnished Apt. 2 1/2 Blocks from
Old Main. Trash and Water included in
rent. Low utilities. 345-5048

00
3 bedroom house, central air, com-
plexly furnished. Available June 1.
1705 4th St. $750. 345-8353 or 345-
7437

00

SUBLESSORS

Apt for sublease at Lincolnwood
Pinetree. $250/month + utilities.
Available immediately, call 815-469-
6272.

1/26
Sublessor needed ASAP for Jan-May ‘04.
Jan and May rent already paid. $350/mo.
3 BR. Very close to campus. Call Dave
217-549-7168

1/26
Sublessor wanted for 1 bedroom apart-
ment on First St. behind Morton Park.
$275/month. Mid Feb.-July. 232-0138

1/29
1 bdrm apt. available for summer.
Subleesor needed. Parkplace apts.
348-6014 ask for Chad.

2/13
For sale: Fender Jazz bass with hard
shell case. $400 o.b.o. Call 348-8248
1/27

ACT NOW! Book 11 people, get
12th trip free. Group discounts for
6+ www.springbreakdiscounts.com
or 800-838-8202

2/12
MOVIE EXTRAS, MODELS NEEDED.
Local Casting call. No Experience,
age required, all types looks accept-
ed. Minor/major roles. Up to $320 a
day. Call 1-800-818-7520

3/2
SPRING BREAK beach and Ski Trips
on Sale Now! Call 1-800-SUNCHASE
today! Or visit www.Sunchase.com

3/5
#1 Spring Break Vacations!
Cancun, Jamaica, Acapulco,

Bahamas, & Florida! Best Prices!
Space is limited! Book now & Save!
1-800-234-7007 www.endlesssum-
mertours.com

3/12

PERSONALS

ROOMMATES

FOR SALE

Male or Female Roommate want-
ed. $200 a month for rent. PLus
split of utilities. Call 217-820-6696

2/3
Roommates wanted, $295/month.
Call Lindsey 348.1479

00

NON SEQUITUR

BY WILEY MILLER

NoW HERL'S SNEN RoNNS
WITH THE UNSPUN
FARIN BALANCED®

TAANKS,

BOONDOCKS

NORE COOD NEWS
FRON\ (RAQ TODKY,
WHERE 49,995

ANMERICAN TReOPS
WEREN'T W(LLED/

=

Beginning guitar lessons, guitar pro-
vided, call Charleston Recreation
Department. 345-6897
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

ATTENTION ALL GRADUATING
SENIORS! If you are interested in a
yearbook of your senior year, and
are not sure how to pick it up, come
to the Student Publications office,
room 1802 Buzzard Hall, and for
only $4 we will mail you a copy in
the Fall when they are published.
Call 581-2812 for more information.
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SWIMMING

Padovan; ‘We had some
pretty good swims’

& Men’s team earns sixth
consecutive win,
Women's team winner of
three straight

By Michael Gilbert
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR

This past Saturday was a continu-
ation of streaks for the Eastern
swim squads during the Panthers’
meet against Valparaiso at the
Athletics-Recreation Center in
Indiana.

The men made quick work of the
Crusaders with a 156-69 victory for
the team’s sixth consecutive win.
The Panthers opened the meet win-
ning the first four events (200 med-
ley relay, 1000-free, 200-free and SO-
free) en route to a 55-18 lead. When
all was finished, Eastern won nine of
the 12 meets to cruise to the victory.

On a day of streaks, Panthers
freestyler Rich Wahlgren continued
his own by winning the 100-free for
the fifth straight time. The senior
won the race by nearly a full second
over Valpo’s Bob Schmidt 48.83 to
49.64. Wahlgren also won the 200-
free and took part in the victorious
200-free relay. With the two individ-
ual wins against Valpo, Wahlgren
has won a team-high 17 races this
year.

“Rich is really swimming well,”
Padovan said. “He had some pretty
good swims against Valparaiso.”

Also chipping in for the Panthers
was freshman Bill Senese who won
the S0-freestyle for the seventh time
in eight meets this year. Much like
his high school teammate Wahlgren,

“Yeah, I really thought we would

have success.”

—Ray Padovan, head coach

(10:44.50) and this
week she was just a
second off that
time. She kept us
solid winning three

Senese ousted Valpo’s Schmidt to
win the short race.

Other winners for Eastern includ-
ed junior Tom Watson in the
marathon 1000-free (9:59.93) and the
S00-free (4:50.66), freshman Dave
Trabilsy (one and three-meter dive),
and junior Eric Peterson with a time
of 54.75 in the 100-butterfly.

“We swam really well,” Padovan
said. “Valparaiso also swam well,
and both schools had some good
races. We were way too deep for
them and that’s why we won.”

The women also stayed hot with
the team’s third consecutive dual
meet win, this time coming from
behind to defeat Valpo 141-98.

Eastern was down by nine after
starting slow dropping the 200-med-
ley relay. However, the Panthers
would not trail for long as senior
Jordan Sherbrooke won the 1000-
free for the second straight meet,
and Eastern took three of the top
four spots in the event to tie the meet
up. Sherbrooke later broke a 37-37
tie and put the Panthers ahead for
good with a win in the 200-individual
medley. The Avon, Ind., completed
her trifecta winning the S00-free in
5:18.22.

“The last two weeks (Sherbrooke)
has been swimming phenomenally,”
Padovan said. “Last week she set a
school-record in the 1000-free

events.”
In the sprint
events, freshman

Marlise Davidson opened some eyes
by winning the S0-free just ahead of
sophomore Jenny Curry 25.72 to
25.75. Davidson also picked up the
win in the 100-backstroke and was a
member of the first-place 200-free
relay.

Eastern received two more event
wins from diver Lindsae Baldes in
the one and three dives and closed
out the meet taking 13 of the 17
points in the 200-free relay.

Heading into the meet, Padovan
knew Valpo had a tough women’s
team but said he expected the
Panthers to be victorious.

“Yeah, I really thought we would
have success,” Padovan said.
“Valparaiso swam well, but especial-
ly in the diving events we had too
much depth. We had a lot of close
meets but we were able to win the
close swims.”

Although on paper the Panthers
seem to be on a tear, Padovan admit-
ted there is work needed to be done
before the season culminating
Midwest Classic Championship
arrives on Feb. 19.

“The women really seemed tired
and sluggish this meet while the
men didn’t,” Padovan said. “But we
have about three and a half weeks
to figure it out before the Midwest
Classic Championships.”
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Bookstore

20% OFF

Art Supplies
Sale Runs Jan, 26th - Feb. 15t

Store Hours:
Monday - Thursday 8:00am to 8:00pm
Friday 8:00am to 4:30pm
Saturday 10:00am to 4:00pm
Sunday 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm
Phone (217) 581-5821

Fax (217) 581-6625
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Stevens:

Ilinois experiencing a
different type of brain
drain of talent

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Not one school in this state in
ranked in any Top 25, and it will
continue that way for at least a
couple more weeks. What’s sadder
is the lack of Illinois teams in the
RPI Top 25. The Ratings
Percentage Index is a major com-
ponent of the NCAA selection
committee’s task to pick the field
of 65 known as March Madness.

The highest ranked local school
is not in Champaign-Urbana, but
in Carbondale as Southern Illinois
is ranked No. 38. The Fighting
Illini have fallen like a brick
(deservingly so) to 5S0. Two
schools in the Top S0, this has to
be a joke, at least it sounds like
one.

Past the Top S50, it just gets sad.

Depaul is at 68 (three schools in
the Top 100), Northwestern is No.
137 (granted they don’t even
expect to produce in athletics),
Illinois State is 158, Bradley is 168
(you have to figure the Peoria
schools rejects would be good tal-
ent) and then it gets down right
depressing.

UIC and Loyola-Chicago are
176, 197 respectively. These guys
aren’t hurting for a recruiting
environment but still aren’t play-
ing solid basketball.

It takes a while before you see
another Illinois school until
Northern Illinois pops up at 284
(so far, the Rob Judson era isn’t
exactly producing results).

You would think Western would
round out the list at 306, but that’s
right, I haven’t mentioned the
Panthers yet.

Eastern is officially the worst
Illinois school this year during an
era where Illinois basketball is

Ratings Percentage Index

& What is this? A major
component of the NCAA selec-
tion committee to determine
postseason play

School Rk
SIU-Carbondale 38
lllinois 50
Depaul 68
Northwestern 137
llinois State 158

pretty mediocre. The Panthers
show up at 319 and yes, there is
326 Division I basketball schools
currently.

For all you math majors out
there, that means there are seven
schools worse than us.

The only explanation I can give
is the idea that this in-state high
school talent is packing up and
taking their game elsewhere. 'm
going on record as saying this has
to stop now.

If you’re a talented basketball
player at the THSA level, attend
Illinois, or how about Depaul who
has a great tradition? Why not go
to SIU where they are one of the
best mid-majors in America? How
about being the big fish in a small
pond at NIU, WIU or Eastern?

Until talented Illinois prospects
decide the Dorothy theory is
accurate and there is no place like
home, the Lincoln state will never
be the mecca of college basket-
ball talent ever again.

Then again, if Coach K of Duke
came to my front door like he did
with this season’s soon-to-be
Illinois Mr. Basketball Sean
Livingston out of Peoria, I would
be very interested too.

It’s just disappointing to think
of March Madness and not men-
tion a serious run by an Illinois
school.

Come Join the Brothers

for Informal Rush
Jan. 28 Wednesday 6-9 Pizza Hut Pizza
Jan. 29 Thursday 6-9 McDonald’s
Jan. 30 Friday 6-9 Formal Smoker
(Invite Only)
At the Sigma Nu House 1005 Greek Court
Call 581-6898 for rides

Spring Break in Panama City Beach, Florida!

20 feetof GuATEeoc! Frominge « 2 Large Outdos =Sy g Pools
Loflboot, lets ki & Porosal Rertols « Loy River Ride £ W ater Slide
Huge Eeschiftort HotTun « Wolleyioll « Sy ttesup to 12 peo ple
Alrpo et L Service s Live Boand £ o« Word s Longest Keg Porty
et T-%irt, Hord Bodyd: Yenus Sl imved Lo tests

Bl Betawrl & Coiwleicivee: Covler

800.488.8828 * www.sandpiperbeacon.com

WorLD FAMOUS

Royal Heights Apartments

- 3 Bedroom Apartments for Fall 2004
-1, 2, 3, person rates for Spring 2004
- New Carpet!!

- New Furniture!!

- Free Parking

Call 346-3583 For Info

Village Rentals

I1*" & Arthur

~ Trash & Water Paid
~ Close to Campus
Completly Furnished

Please Call:
345-2516

1050 7th Street'n.‘

1
1

~ Trash & Water Paid
~ Fully Furnished-;
~ Well Maintaingd

L]

Call for an Appoi
345-2516
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participated in a meet since December. Jones is a senior hurdler from Belleville East High School.

DAILY EASTERN NEWS PHOTO BY STEPHEN HAAS
Eastern hurdler Jermaine Jones won his heat at the 2004 preliminary EIU Mega Meet held Saturday. The Eastern track team had not

TRACK & FIELD

Eastern’s fresh
faces propel
team to victory

o New athletes, rookies, post strongest
performances for the Panthers at
Saturday’s Mega Meet

By Dan Renick
STAFF WRITER

Performances from underclassmen and transfer
students helped the men’s track team take first at
Saturday’s EIU Mega Meet, while the women’s team
put in a good effort with a third place finish.

Eastern had strong performances in the whole
field, but sophomore Dan Strackeljahn and sopho-
more Jake Stout’s one, two finish in the mile run
and junior college transfer Pete D’Agastino’s top
shotput finish helped lift Eastern above in-state
rivals Western and UIC.

“We had some new guys and rookies that made an
impact in the meet,” Eastern’s men’s head coach
Tom AKers said.

Only four of the 17 teams competed in team scor-
ing on the men’s side, and many of the schools were
junior college and Division II schools that don’t get
a chance to compete in indoor events, assistant
coach John MclInerney said. The meet helps recruit
transfer students from those schools.

The men also had top finishes by Erik Werden in
the 800 meter run and Monty Buckley in the long
jump.

On the women’s side, Alisha Harris broke the
school record in the 600 meter run on her way to
first place with a time of 1:34.36, and Denise Jones
finished first in the high jump finals. Miami of Ohio
took the top spot in the women’s team scoring and
Western placed second.

¥

“I think this was a good indication of things to

Christian:

Eastern had led by 13 in
the first half

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

—Linda Wunder, head coach

“I think it was huge for two freshmen to do that tonight.
It’s a big confidence builder for them and the team.”

come for Alisha,” Eastern’s women’s head coach
Mary Wallace said.

Wallace said that there were some events they
hadn’t run before, and it affected some of the run-
ners.

“This was a good chance for some of the under-
classmen to get their feet before conference,”
Wallace said.

This was the first meet since the beginning of
December for some runners, and Akers was

A Scaggs basket gave Eastern its
biggest lead at 29-16.

“I think it was huge for two fresh-
man to do that tonight,” Wunder said.

“It’s a big confidence builder for
them and the team.”

With two early fouls, center Pam
O’Connor was held scoreless in the
first half, but the Panthers went to

the locker room up 35-32.

The Eagles went on a 18-2 run dur-
ing the final six minutes that kept
TTU in the lead for good.

When the Panthers attempted to
make a comeback with proficient
free throw shooting, Christian
slammed the door on Eastern’s hope
by converting consecutive three-

point plays to push the deficit back to
double-digits.

The Panthers will look to clinch a
.500 finish on this Ohio Valley
Conference road trip as they travel to
Samford Friday afternoon.

Before winning their last two games,
the Panthers had lost eight consecutive
games.

pleased with his men’s team’s ability to perform
after a long break.

“Each week someone new steps up, or puts in a
good performance” Akers said, “but we have to
keep building otherwise we’ll be in trouble.”

Both of the coaches agreed that this meet was just
a road stop on the way to the conference meet next
month, and both are hoping to top the OVC this year.

“Conference will be on us before we know it, and
this was a good start,” Akers said.

University %

* Union

SPRING

BOWLING

LANES

Phone *
581-7457

Luther King, Jr. University, Uni
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Cost: $4.00 per person

New Equipment with

Automatic Scoring -« Bumpers

Fri and Sat Nights
Extreme Cosmic
Bowling

BoWLING LEAGUES

Mon %:00 p.m. Goed 4 per team
Wed 4:30 p.m. Peterson Point - Individual*
Thurs 5:00 p.m. Coed Doubles

ABG/WIBC Sanctioned *W

Leagues Start Monday January 26th

R b odl Rentald

Jim Wood, Realtor

1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377
Charleston, IL 61920
217 345-4489
Fax 345-4472

STU’S /
E.L. Krackers

Located on 4th St.

Come in or call

348-8343

+ Village Point!l
! ocated @ 1511 Division .
Only a few left!
~Well Maintained .
~Trash Pick Up 'Pai‘dl For

all for an appoingmeni:_
345-2 . St

S Al RN e W WM b s AT iy e e

_, MON DAYAT%F,_. Sq ‘X

$1.50 Domestic Bottles

Chicken Wrap w/ Fries $3.49

$1.75 Sex w/ Captain
el e e L e M AN SN & S S SN SIS i

Attention all
those people
interested in
photography...
Come take
pictures for
the Daily
Eastern News!
Visit the
newsroom or
call 581-7945
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SPORTS

Panther sports calendar

WEDNESDAY Wrestling at E. Michigan 7 p.m.
THURSDAY W Basketball at Samford 5 p.m.

M Basketball at Samford 7 p.m.
FRIDAY Swimming at [UPUI 5p.m.

MEN’S BASKETBALL

TENNESSEE TECH 84,

“Ive never had a team like this.”

EASTERN 67

—Rick Samuels, head coach

2nd half dooms Panthers again

o Led Golden Eagles by 2
points at halftime, but
Panthers lose 5th straight

By Aaron Seidlitz
SPORTS REPORTER

Tennessee Tech, the only team
Eastern has been able to beat this

season in the Ohio Valley
Conference, had its revenge
against the Panthers Saturday
night.

The second half, which has been
the Panthers’ Achilles heal all year,
once again proved to be the down-
fall for Eastern as the Golden
Eagles outscored the Panthers S1-
32 in the final 20 minutes.

Behind that second half effort,
Tennessee Tech was able to turn a
three-point first half deficit into an
84-67 win.

“I've never had a team like this,”
Eastern head coach Rick Samuels
said. “We don’t have a solid pres-
ence every night.”

The inconsistency shows in the
statistics for the Panthers, as they
again were led in scoring by a dif-
ferent player.

On Saturday night the man to
step to the forefront of the Eastern
offense was junior point guard
Emanuel Dildy.

Dildy, who finished the game
with 21 points, sparked the team in
the first half from the outside and,
overall, made five of his nine three
point attempts.

But the player who had been
the leading scorer, sophomore
guard Josh Gomes, he’s struggled
since Eastern has been on the
road for the past two games.

Gomes shot only 3-11 from the
field and finished the game with
just eight points. Gomes, who had
high expectations placed on him
at the beginning of the season
and throughout the year by
Samuels, has yet to be the consis-
tent scorer the team desperately
needs.

“There certainly is a lack of a
go-to scorer,” Samuels said. “We
don’t have perimeter players who
can penetrate.”

The lack of an inside impact
player also showed throughout

e

&
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Jason Wright, left, scored 11 points in 20 minutes as Eastern lost 84-67 at Tennessee Tech Sunday evening. In the
first match-up between the two Ohio Valley Conference schools, an 83-70 Eastern win, Wright torched the Golden
Eagles for 20 points and 4 assists. The junior guard ranks third on the team with 9.1 points a game.

the game as Aaron Patterson only
had two points on two free
throws. The Panthers as a whole
were out-rebounded 42 to 38.
With the Panthers in the midst
of a five-game OVC losing streak,
the team will continue its road
trip looking for a win when they
travel to Samford on Thursday.
The uncertainty of how the
team will perform has coach
Samuels preparing for Samford’s
Princeton style offense by just

playing a simple zone.

The Panthers’ ineffectiveness
against motion offenses when
playing man-to-man has Samuels
thinking that they will not be
effective against a more compli-
cated offense.

“We’ll end up playing a lot of
zone against them,” Samuels
said. “In just a short week of
practice I don’t think we would
be prepared enough to play other
defenses against them.”

Who was the go-to
guy this game?

€ Emanuel Dildy 21 points
@ Jason Wright 11 points
@ Josh Gomes 8 points
@ Jesse Mackinson 8 points

2 L
Give me
the good,

‘ole days

When exactly did the state of
Illinois stop becoming a basketball
state?

Since I was born, the Land of
Lincoln has had some of the most
solid basketball squads at the col-
legiate level.

The late 1980s was a notable
time for Lou Henson and the
Flying Illini teams that in ‘89 went
to the Final Four.

The early 80s were made famous
by the Depaul Blue Demons, led
by their old head coach Ray
Meyer before his son Joey flushed
the program down the toilet.

University of Illinois-Chicago
had been under a minor revival
under the head coaching of mas-
ter recruiter Jimmy Collins with
two NCAA Tournament berths and
an NIT berth last season.

The best player to come out of
Northern Illinois is Kenny Battle
who went on to finish his career at
Illinois but was named one of the
best players in Huskies History
calling him a one-man Phi Slamma
Jamma or King of the 360s.

Even at Eastern, in our run
through mediocrity, the Panthers
program has produced recognized
talent like Henry Domercant,
Kyle Hill and Kevin Duckworth.
Head coach Rick Samuels has
even found a needle in a 24-year
haystack by getting to the NCAA’s
twice.

There is always high school bas-
ketball talent that comes out of
the city of Chicago. As long as it’s
a little breezy in the Windy City,
there’s a kid in a small gym put-
ting up a triple-double in front of
larger crowds than Lantz Arena.
Isiah Thomas, Mark Aquirre and
Doc Rivers are all great examples
of the talent that the city produces
annually.

However, it’s sad to look at the
college basketball rankings and
see all the Illinois schools on the
downswing this year with the pos-
sibility of all of them missing the
NCAA Tournament.

SEE STEVENS 4 Page 10
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Freshman guard Megan Casad reached her career high for a second con-
secutive game scoring 17 points in the Panthers’ loss to Tennessee Tech.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

TENNESSEE TECH 78,

EASTERN 64

Tech center uses Eastern
as her record-setting game

o Christian drops 40
points in 14-point win
over Fastern

By Matthew Stevens
SPORTS EDITOR

Emily Christian apparently
enjoys playing Eastern at Eblen
Center.

It seems the sophomore center
can always pencil in a new career-
high when the Panthers come to
town.

Christian came into the game
with a career high 39 points against
Eastern last season as a freshman
and couldn’t wait to top that per-
formance in 2004.

The Braxton Tenn., native

“... we had some
horrible post defense.”

—Linda Wunder, head coach

topped her prior point total by a
single point as she totaled 40 points
and led her Golden Eagles (8-8, 4-2)
to a 78-64 win over the Panthers
Sunday evening.

“She did a great job of finishing,
but we had some horrible post
defense against her,” Eastern head
coach Linda Wunder said.

Eastern allowed Christian to
shoot 16 of 29 from the field in 35
minutes while Panther,s center

Pam O’Connor was on the bench in
foul trouble.

“This wasn’t pretty to watch
tonight,” Wunder said. “Post
defense is something we haven’t
done recently, and I was kinda hop-
ing we’d be much more competi-
tive than that.”

A pair of freshmen Megan’s led
Eastern is scoring as Casad and
Scaggs each totaled 17 points.

Scaggs got her first double-dou-
ble in Eastern history as the Mt.
Zion, Ill. native pulled down 10
rebounds.

Casad hit three consecutive field
goals from beyond the arc to give
Eastern (5-12, 2-4) an early 9-0 lead
but only made two more field goals
the entire evening.

SEE CHRISTIAN 4 Page 11
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