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Profile: 
A ureat source ot Pride 
by Ryan Vila 
Staff Writer 

says that the week is most like
ly to occur in early April and 
that there will be a suprise big 
event in the quad. 

both groups. 
When asked of 

her own goals, 
Keyes said , "I 
want to bring back 
Jeans for a Day to 
support and guage 
the reaction of the 
campus and promote 
awareness and to point 

Profil e 
Pride 

Founded: October 1992 

Members: Currently 30+ 

Meetings: 
Spring semester m eet
ings are ev ery 
Wednesday at 8pm in 
the Martinsville Ro om 
in the 3rd flo or o f the 
Martin Luther King 
University Unio n. 
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On its tenth anniversary, 
Pride is still promoting alterna
tive li festyle awareness on 
campus. Kelly Keyes, president 
of Pride, said, "The goal of 
Pride is not a support group 
but rather a place where we all 
get together and discuss issues 
that happen on campus and 
feel accepted for an hour or 
two." 

The organization has done 
this in the past by working with 
residence hall s and panel pre
sentations for health education 
classes in Lantz Gym. They 
also celebrated a gay aware
ness week to heighten aware
ness on campus. 

Keyes said, "On January 
22, we will most li kely hold a 
day of sil ence where students 
dress in black for a day and be 
sil ent". She stated that it is a 
visibil e sil ent protest for equal
ity. Pride's message is not only 
li mited to Eastern's campus 
but also off. Keyes stated that 
the group will go to the 
Midwest Bi-Sexual, Lesbian, 
Gay, Transgender and Ally 
Coll ege Conference at Ohio 
State University from February 
14 to February 16 to work with 
other schools such as Ill inois 
State University. She said that 
some Pride members know 
some mombers of llin ois State 
University 's Lesbian Gay Bi
sexual and Transgender group 
and that it would be good for 

out the fact that the j eans 
are to support equality and 
does not mean one is gay" . 

Doug Howell , the advisor 
for Pride, said that the Jeans 
for a Day is Ideal for support. 
He said," Membership is good 
but having alli es are impor
tant because the message of 
awareness is better recieved". 
Howell also wants to increase 
awareness and to attempt to 
make the campus more 
acceptable so all people can 
be more free to be who they 
are. Of Pride, Howell said, "It 

is not a support group but 
more of a social and program
ming type group". 

Contact: 
Co-President 
Kelly Keyes 
581-38 14 

Keyes has stated that while 
it is a rebuilding year because 
of change in their executive 
board, there are many events 
upcoming in the spring. She 

For Spring 2003, Pride will 
meet Wednesday nights at 
8:00 pm starting on January 
15, and the room is still to be 
determined. For more infor
mation and contact informa
tion, the Pride website is 
�w�w�w �. �e �d�u �/ �~�e �i�u�p �r �i �d �e �.� 

email Ryan at : 
manofsteal38@yahoo.com 

Email : 
eiupride@www. eiu. edu 

Website: 
www.eiu.edu/-eiupride 

Cultural influences can lead to drinking 
by Alicia Spates 
Staff Writer 

Do Eastern students drink as much 
as people perceive? 

The answer is no. 
According to Eric Davidson, assis

tant director for health education and 
promoti on at Eastern's Health 
Education Resource Center, Eastern 
students drink Jess than what most 
people assume. 

The slogan of "0-4 and No More" 
was created from data coll ected from 
random Eastern students in spring of 
2000. This data has been compared 
and shown that it coincides with 
statewide and national statistics of col-

latinoureeks: 

lege drinking, Davidson said. "0-4 and 
No More" states that a maj ority of 
Eastern students drink 4 or Jess drinks 
per week. 

Two-thirds of Eastern drinkers have 
not driven while under the influence, 
he said . 

Davidson said that African
Americans, representing 6 percent of 
the data collected of the Eastern sur
veys, drink Jess than Caucasians in 
terms of "quanti ty and as well as fre
quency." 

Hispanics, making up 1.5 percent of 
the survey data, generally drink more 
than Caucasians, Davidson said. 

Asians totaled 0.5 percent as part of 

the coll ected survey data, whil e other 
minority groups made up 1 percent, 
Davidson said . 

Davidson said African-Americans 
drink as a coping mechanism. 

Andre Raymond, an African
American j unior j ournali sm maj or, 
said, "I drink for two reasons. Yes, I 
drink for coping, but I also drink 
because I feel the buzz at a party." 

Davidson said, Caucasians drink for 
social reasons, but not necessarily 
because of peer pressure, but more 
from what is expected from their peers. 
Hispanics generally dri nk due to their 
heri tage. Their culture influences their 
drinking behavior, he said. 

As far as gender-based, men drink 
more than women, Davidson said, and 
men tend to suffer more from the con
sequences of drinking. 

"We're seeing a change in the 
trends," said Davidson. He added that 
women are catching up with men and 
that it is becoming more common to 
see women drinking. A reason behind 
this is because alcohol industries are 
beginning to market to women, he 
said. 

Kri sta Davis, a freshman undeclared 
maj or, said, "I don't think females are 
ahead (of men in dri nking), but equal." 

Email Alicia at: acspates@eiu.edu 

Latino organizations encourage all to join 
continued from page 1 

Next, they undergo vigorous inter
viewing sessions that all ow the 
prospective 

member to not only Jearn about the 
sorority, but to Jearn about the impor
tant role that each lady will play. 

The group of prospective members 
forms their own RSO call ed the 
Interested Ladies of Lambda Theta 
Alpha. This interest group meets week
ly and conducts the everyday duties 
that an active member does which 
range from community service to edu
cational and fund raising events. Al so 
there is no determined length of how 
long this process will take. 

"You are apart of Lambda Theta 
Alpha from day one," says Jennifer 
Rodriguez, senior Spanish maj or and 
co-founder of the Beta Chi chapter. "No 
interested person is Jess than the 
group, and they are more than just 
pledges to us." 

Four men founded the EIU Colony 
of Sigma Lambda Beta International 
Fraternity in the fall of 2001, with the 
hope of laying down the foundation for 
a thriving brotherhood on campus. 
They share the four principles of broth
erhood, scholarship, community serv
ice, and cultural awareness. They also 
beli eve in the values of fairness, 
opportunity, and the equali ty of all 
men no matter who they are. They reg
ularly participate with Special Olympics 

and Big Brothers/Littl e Sisters to bene
fi t the Coles County community. They 
have also sponsored an International 
Dance 

Night where dances of different cul
tures were showcased to bring cultural 
diversity to Eastern. 

Sigma Lambda Beta's rush process 
rivals that of Lambda Theta Phi as they 
conduct informationals for interested 
students. This all ows the student to get 
a gli mpse of what being a member is. 
After deciding to become a prospective 
member, the students undergo a learn
ing process in preparation of upholding 
the high ideals that Sigma Lambda 
Beta represent. 

Neftali Droz, Sigma Lambda Beta 
member, said the pledging process is 
more of an educational one where the 
prospective member will gain knowl
edge that goes beyond the classroom. 

"We prepare gentlemen for li fe after 
graduation," Droz said . "We are looking 
for dedicated self-made men that want 
to help not only themselves, but their 
community also," said Droz. 

Alpha Sigma Omega is a relatively 
new sorority, being only in existence 
since 1997. The Epsilon chapter of 
Alpha Sigma Omega was established at 
Eastern in January of 1999. Just like 
the previous three organizations, Alpha 
Sigma Omega stresses quality over 
quanti ty. With only three members, 
this group has made the li fetime com-

Lambda Theta Alpha Sorority and Sigma Lambda Beta Fraternity members pose for the camera. 

mitment to provide a support system 
for each other as they each go through 
life's experiences. One of those expe
riences is the stntggle that many Greek 
organizations undergo when starting 
out. 

"Pan-Hell takes away a big number 
of freshmen as soon as they arrive 
here," president Tanya Kozlowski said. 
"After that what do you have left?" 

Kozlowski , a grad student, also said 

Photo coutesy of Sigma Lambda Beta 

the rush process is centered more 
towards the person j oining the group 
than the group adding another mem
ber. 

Al though these organizations are 
predominantly Latino by tradition, all 
are encouraged to j oin these groups, 
which are represented by numerous 
nationali ties of the world. 

email Josh at: 
faqslapazz@hotmail.com 
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Jav -z shows versatilitv 
The Gift & The Curse worthy follow 
up to first installntent of 'Blueprint' 
by Tim Edwards 
Staff writer 

The new Jay Z album "Blueprint 2" is a double 
CD in which Hova decided to switch things up. 
He s hows how he can be more versatile in his 
rhymes. 

One song that s hows this is "Guns and Roses" 
in which he flows easy over a rock beat. This is a 
song featuring Le nny Kravitz ripping the chords. 

A rapper rhyming over a rock beat isn't an 
easy thing to do. Many come s hort on putting the 
song together. J igga completes this task like a 
pro. 

This s houldn't be a problem for him after he 
did a Jive album with The Roots . Another song 
"Hovi Baby" gives you the effect of having a Jive 
band for the beat. This could be a possible s ingle 
in the future from the LP thanks to a catchy hook, 
which is radio friendly. Mix show D) 's have gave 
the song some airplay. 

The lead single "Bonnie and Clyde 03" has 
been marked with controversy over the guest 
appearance o f Beyonce Knowles. The rumor is 

Background info 
Jay - Z 

bio 
Name: 
Sean Carter 
Born: 
Brooklyn, New 
York 

that they are a couple even 
though they both deny the 
allegations. Jay Z a nd 
Beyonce are sticking to 
the story that they are just 
friends. 

The second controver
sy comes over the sample 
o f a Tupac song "Me and 
my Girlfriend." Be fore 
Tupac died he s poke o f his 
dislike for J ay Z. J ay Z 
said he never met Tupac 
and the Tupac beef was 
probably because of his 
friendship with Biggie. 
Whoever was down with 
Biggie was an e nemy of 
Tupac. He did receive 
approval from Tupac's moth
er and Suge Knight to use 
the sample. Regardless of 

Jay - Z fi le photo 
Originally Jaz's 
rapping Partner. 
Went solo 1995 

N icknames: 
Jay Hova, Jigga, 
Hova 

the controversy the song is 
steady climbing the billboard charts. 

On the "Blueprint 2" (same as the title of LP) 
song the battle between Jay 

Z continues as Jay Z questions Nas' involvement 
in the community. J ay Z s peaks about how he 
dona ted a portion of his concert fee to the World 
Trade Cente r and other charitable causes. He 
called out Nas on where he was when the communi
ty needed him. 

Jay Z also questions Nas ' consiste ncy. He also 
thanks Nas fo r letting him know who really was a 
true friend in a mocking way . 

In the album he goes in to detail about how 
everyone tried to ride on the Jay Z dis bandwagon 
after Nas. A Jot of the artists were the s ame people 
who he helped get in to the business. 

Jay Z said how how he didn't understand how his 
mentor J ay 0 turned on him. 

In "A Dream" Jay Z tells in a story how his friend 
came to him in a dream. He told him to continue to 
fight the battle. This was one of the most personal 
songs o n the album. Featuring Notorious B.I.G. and 
Faith Evans this song could be the next single on 
the album. You see a much more vulnerable Jigga 
on this song compared to the pimpin' and hustling 
songs. 

I believe the "Blueprin t 2" showed Jay Z's 

photo courtesy of RollingStone 

CD Review 

Genre : Hip Hop 

growth as an artist. I think he did it more for mak
ing good music than selling a lot o f albums. For tra 
ditional J ay Z's fans there are still party tracks on 
the CD. This album showed more diversity on top
ics than any o ther Jay Z albums. 

e-mail Tim at: clockdollar2@hotmail.com 

Keep looking for Minority Today in the DEN 

CD Review 

Label: Elektra/ Asylum 
Genre : Hip Hop 

'Construction' is 
worth the wait 
by Tim Edwards 
Staff writer 

Missy Elliot comes back to 
you with her la test LP "Under 
Construction." 

This album s hows more of 
Missy's creative side , as Missy 
got more involved on the pro
ductio n of her CD. The lead 
single "Work It" is a club 
hanger. The reaction for the 
song is incredible when D)'s 
spin "Work It ." The song is 
steadily rising on the billboard 
charts. Missy keeps with the 
tradition of "Get Your Freak 
On" with "Work It." 

"Gossip Folks" features 
Ludacris. The song has been 
receiving some mix s how 
play. A possible video could 
be in the future. This would 
reunite Missy with Ludacris 
since the ir collaboration on 
Missy's "One Minute Man." 

Another song to check on 
the album is "Back In The 
Day" which features Jay Z. 
This songs conte nt is about 

Background info 
Missy Elliot 

bio 
Name: 
Melissa Elliot 
Born: 
Portsmouth, VA 

Originally, mem
ber of 'Sista' in 
the early 90's. 

Later produced 
and arranged for 
artists such as: 
Janet Jackson, 
Mariah Carey, 
702, SWV, Total, 
LiiKim, Ginuwine, 
Adina Howard 
and Da Brat 
Went solo 1997 

the Hip-Hop culture. Missy and Jigga talk about the 
beginning o f Hip-Ho p and the elevation of the mus ic . 
On this LP you can really see the influence Hip-Hop 
has in Missy music. 

Missy's a lbum cover is a take o n the styles of the 
early Hip-Hop culture. A break in the "Work It" song 
comes fro m a Run DMC song. 

In "Nothing There For Me" Missy takes a different 
approach as she Jets Beyonce Knowles be the main 
artist . The song is about a woman who loves and is 
faithful to her man. Beyonce's girl whom Missy por
trays tries to get her to trick o n he r man. Beyonce 
explains to he r fri end that her man is all that s he 
needs. Missy wrote the song almost like a regular 
conversatio n between two people, a concept that 
many artists have tried and failed . In Missy's case 
the back and forth vocals between Beyonce and he r
self flow naturally like two friends chatting. Missy 
show's her producing talent in this song; s he uses 
Beyonce's voice the best I have seen s ince Beyonce 
was with Destiny's Child. 

Overall Missy's "Under Construction" is a hot 
album with a blend of Hip-Hop and R&B. Missy lets 
he r creative juices flow. Her fans will not be disap
pointed . 

e-mail Tim at: clockdollar2@hotmail.com 


