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Jay - 1 shows versatility

The Gift & The Curse worthy follow
up to first installment of ‘Blueprint’

v

by Tim Edwards
Staff writer

The new Jay Z album “Blueprint 2" is a double
CD in which Hova decided to switch things up.

He shows how he can be more versatile in his
rhymes.

One song that shows this is “Guns and Roses”
in which he flows easy over a rock beat. This is a
song featuring Lenny Kravitz ripping the chords.

A rapper rhyming over a rock beat isn't an
easy thing to do. Many come short on putting the
song together. Jigga completes this task like a
pro.

This shouldn’t be a problem for him after he
did a live album with The Roots. Another song
“Hovi Baby” gives you the effect of having a live
band for the beat. This could be a possible single
in the future from the LP thanks to a catchy hook,
which is radio friendly. Mix show D]'s have gave
the song some airplay.

The lead single “Bonnie and Clyde 03" has
been marked with controversy over the guest
appearance of Beyonce Knowles. The rumor is
that they are a couple even

Background info though they both deny the
allegations. Jay Z and
Jay - Z
V_ Beyonce are sticking to
bio the story that they are just
Name: friends.
S Cart The second controver-
sy comes over the sample
Bean arter i 1
orn. of a Tupac song “Me and
Brooklyn, New my Girlfriend.” Before
York Tupac died he spoke of his

dislike for Jay Z. Jay Z
said he never met Tupac
and the Tupac beef was
probably because of his
friendship with Biggie.
Whoever was down with
Biggie was an enemy of

Originally Jaz’s
rapping Partner.
Went solo 1995

Nicknames: Tupac. He did receive
Jay Hova, Jigga, approval from Tupac’s moth-
Hova er and Suge Knight to use

the sample. Regardless of
the controversy the song is
steady climbing the billboard charts.

On the “Blueprint 2”7 (same as the title of LP)
song the battle between Jay

Z continues as Jay Z questions Nas’' involvement
in the community. Jay Z speaks about how he
donated a portion of his concert fee to the World
Trade Center and other charitable causes. He
called out Nas on where he was when the communi-
ty needed him.

Jay Z also questions Nas’ consistency. He also
thanks Nas for letting him know who really was a
true friend in a mocking way .

In the album he goes into detail about how
everyone tried to ride on the Jay Z dis bandwagon
after Nas. A lot of the artists were the same people
who he helped get into the business.

Jay Z said how how he didn't understand how his
mentor Jay O turned on him.

In "A Dream" Jay Z tells in a story how his friend
came to him in a dream. He told him to continue to
fight the battle. This was one of the most personal
songs on the album. Featuring Notorious B.1.G. and
Faith Evans this song could be the next single on
the album. You see a much more vulnerable Jigga
on this song compared to the pimpin' and hustling
songs.

I believe the “Blueprint 2" showed Jay Z's
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CD Review

Label: Rocafella Records
Genre: Hip Hop
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growth as an artist. I think he did it more for mak-
ing good music than selling a lot of albums. For tra-
ditional Jay Z's fans there are still party tracks on
the CD. This album showed more diversity on top-

ics than any other Jay Z albums.
e-mail Tim at: clockdollarZ@hotmail.com
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MISSY ELLIOTT

Label: Elektra/Asylum
Genre: Hip Hop

‘Construction’ is
worth the wait

by Tim Edwards

Staff writer Background info

Missy Elliot

Missy Elliot comes back to bio
you with her latest LP “Under
Construction.” Name:

This album shows more of Melissa Elliot
Missy's creative side, as Missy Bgrn:

got more involved on the pro-
duction of her CD. The lead
single “Work It" is a club
banger. The reaction for the
song is incredible when D]'s
spin “Work It.” The song is
steadily rising on the billboard
charts. Missy keeps with the
tradition of “Get Your Freak
On” with “Work It.”

“Gossip Folks” features
Ludacris. The song has been
receiving some mix show
play. A possible video could
be in the future. This would
reunite Missy with Ludacris
since their collaboration on
Missy's “One Minute Man.”

Another song to check on
the album is “Back In The

Portsmouth, VA

Originally, mem-
ber of ‘Sista’ in
the early 90’s.

Later produced
and arranged for
artists such as:
Janet Jackson,
Mariah Carey,
702, SWV, Total,
LilKim, Ginuwine,
Adina Howard
and Da Brat
Went solo 1997

Day” which features Jay Z.
This songs content is about
the Hip-Hop culture. Missy and Jigga talk about the
beginning of Hip-Hop and the elevation of the music.
On this LP you can really see the influence Hip-Hop
has in Missy music.

Missy's album cover is a take on the styles of the
early Hip-Hop culture. A break in the “Work It" song
comes from a Run DMC song.

In “Nothing There For Me” Missy takes a different
approach as she lets Beyonce Knowles be the main
artist. The song is about a woman who loves and is
faithful to her man. Beyonce's girl whom Missy por-
trays tries to get her to trick on her man. Beyonce
explains to her friend that her man is all that she
needs. Missy wrote the song almost like a regular
conversation between two people, a concept that
many artists have tried and failed. In Missy's case
the back and forth vocals between Beyonce and her-
self flow naturally like two friends chatting. Missy
show’s her producing talent in this song; she uses
Beyonce's voice the best I have seen since Beyonce
was with Destiny’s Child.

Overall Missy's “Under Construction” is a hot
album with a blend of Hip-Hop and R&B. Missy lets
her creative juices flow. Her fans will not be disap-

pointed.
e-mail Tim at: clockdollar2@hotmail.com



