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Finally, a road trip to a live wrestling venue 
ElANAPOLIS -Finally, the People's 

lumn has made a trip to a live ..,'eOI 

onday Nitro '"11 °"""'be the same 
after the pilgrimage to the Hoosier state 
Although it was only WC\V, it doesn't matter 
what federation it is. it \"\t-as a live event 

This was the fu;t Ii,-. e\'ellt I ba;-e e\'Of 

been to I know, as a wrestling columnist, I 
should ha,-. been to one before, but I °"""' 
got the chance I was not "''eO in the •tands 
for the e\'eOI, but rather, enjoying the festivi­
ties from a skybox, with an food and be\'01'­
ages paid for 

That's right, all be\'erages paid for The 
people's beer was flowing pretty freely, I 
must say Well, back to the..,_ I would 
like to descnbe the night from the ''e'Y 
beginning 

I anii.'Od at the Conceoo Fieldhouse, new 
home of the Pacers, at about 6 pm Eastero 
Standard Tune, two hours before going in .. 

The lines were already founing, and the 
gates were supposed to open at 6:30 p m 
There were sawal funatics, including those 
idiols you see on TV with signs and their 
faces painted like Sting 

The audience was a wide range of people 

There were The People's 
se1<wa1 Column 

�s�-�~�r�n�]� == '7 �~� 
less-than­
interested 
dates anda 

�~�~�~�f� Todd Schreiber 
shirts and Staff wrrter 
hats at the emai: cutrs@pen.eiu.edu 

event 
The people were let in arouod seveWsb, 

and they flowed into the arena very quickly 
There were periodic screams a-la Ric Flair, 
and once ooe came, it floated arow>d the •ta­
dium like the wa;-e 

It seemed as though there was going to be 
a dark match at 7:30 pm, but it""'"' came 
about 

An emcee came out about ten minutes 
before sbowtime to ruudmw the matches He 
tried to get. everyone fired up about Goldberg 
being in the final match, but it wasn't that 

loud 
I was actually in the washroom when the 

show went live, but I could bear the pop 
when the camens started rolling 

It got loud when the Outsiders came out, 
and I was yelling because Soott Hall bad a 
Walter Payton jersey on 

A quick note about Sweetness, be was a 
total inspiration to e1l••yt>ody in Chicago in 
the 1980s He was not forgotten after be 
retired, and bis death is devastating, doo't let 
any Chicagoan tell you diffa-ent 

Anyways, back to the show My man 
Norman Smiley came out, and I was the only 
ooe going nuts Then be lost and I was upset 

There are a lot of things that go oo at the 
show that are not oo televisioo 

First of �a�l�~� you get to see the whole pic­
ture, so when fools are soeaking up on peo­
ple you see it cooling 

Another thing that happens is an that 
interview stuff and slci1s are taped way ahead 
of time That •tuff with David Flair chasing 
Kimberly and breaking windows, an �~� 
pened about three hours before the show 
started 

Another part of the show I was let in on is 

�b�a�~�t�a�g�e� There was a whole script pD'ted 
on a huge board that tells exactly what is 
going to happen There were some changes, 
but the main flow of the show was on the 
board 

By the end of the night, e\"')'lbing 

seemed so cool Wrestling and alcohol really 
go hand in band when you are at a in .. 
e\'ellt I e\'eJl worked up the """"to ask a 
gangly security guard if be was old-school 
Indiana University center Uwe Blab - it was 
not 

I think the largest cheer weal for the 
Filthy Animals, especially Tori There was 
also a big pop for Bret Hart; be can sell his 
pain like no other 

The entrance of7e1.'e0 was pretty cool, 
cousidering it was the old Goldust, or Du.tin 
Rhodes He enlered oo a harness, floated to 
the ring, and looked like the early 
Undertaker 

The one complaint I bad is that there was 
no action after the show weal off the air 

All in all, the performance was pretty 
good It didn't lock as fuke as I thought it 
would I am sure it looks that way close to the 
ring 

Football tries to break streak against Redbirds 
By Bill Ruthhart 

Associate sports editor 

The Panther football team will 
try to break its six game losing 
streak in its final borne game of the 
season against one of the nation's 
elite Division !AA teams Saturday 
at O'Brien Stadium 

Illinois State (8-2, 6-0) enter 
this weekend's game ranked sev­
enlb in the nation in the Division 
!AA poll "'itb their only losses 
coming against Minnesota and 
Southern Florida The Redbirds 
have already qualifi ed for the 
Di;ision !AA playof!S after clinch­
ing the Gateway Conference witb 
an undefeated 6-0 record thus far 

"They are a very good football 
team and are \'Of}' well-ooached," 
Panther bead coach Bob Spoo said 
of !SU ''They\,. played well in a 
''e'Y good conference and they're 
solid in e\'O')' aspect of the game" 

The Redbirds are cuneudy on a 
three-game win streak and ha\"' 
continued to win despite losing 
their •tarting quarterback, Kevin 
Glenn, who was injured in the sixth 
week of the season 

"They have found ways to win 
despite losing their quarteroack," 
Spoo said "They're playing "itb 
great confidence right now and 
they are intact, with the exception 

David Pump I Staff photographer 
Running back Jabarey McOavid breaks �a�~� from !he line against Tennessee 
Tech. The Panthers host ranked Illinois State Saturday afternoon at 1 p.m. 

oftbeirquarterback" there is no tumo;'ef, it's the same 
That is one advantage Illinois guys all week," Spoo said 

State has in its corner, they're 'They\-e been fortunate this year 
healthy Unlike the Panthers, who and we haven't been" 
ha;" bad to fight off the injury bug Injwies, specifically to the 
all season long offensive line, ha\"' made it diffi-

"You can see the reason tbey are cult for Eastern to be successful 
so successful when you look at running the football of late 
their team position by position, "We're always trying to piece 

together a different front five e\'O')' 
week and at any time one of those 
banged up guys can go down to 
injury," Spoo said "And because of 
that we haven't been able to ruo the 
ball as well as we have expected to 

'The runoing game is not going 
to be the •taple in the offense any­
more and we 11 have to rely on 
some other things to mo,-. �t�h�e�~� 
be said "Are we going to try to ruo 
the football? Yes Are we going to 
try to run the football as much in 
the past? No" 

Saturday's game will mark the 
last borne game for 10 Eastero 
seniors Offensive linemen Brian 
Frana aod Tun Waskow, wide 
recei;"' Rasbaan Smith, quarter­
back Anthony Buich, place kicker 
Chad Lamer and injured tight end 
Seth Willingham are the players on 
the offeum'e side of the ball who 
will take part in the final home 
game of their career Ibis weekend 

Defensive end Ryan Pace, line­
backer Anthony Fouche, defensive 
tackle Steve Marcinkowski and 
comerback Torrey Cbambliss and 
the defensive players who take the 
field at O'Brien for the final time 
Saturday 

'They''" all done what we've 
asked of them," Spoo said of the 
seniors "And they have all worked 
very bard" 

Spoo said be feels Eastern needs 
to control the tempo early if they 
want to bang around in the David 
vs Goliath match up 

'The thing we want to do is set 
the tone early," be said "They are a 
playoff team already and we're 
going to approach it like a playoff 
game for us We're really going to 
try and get our guys upbeat about 
it" 

Focusing on the basic funda­
menlals will make the differeoce in 
whether or not Eastero can keep the 
game competitive 

"If we play well, tacldebard and 
do all the fundamentals right, we 
can keep the game close," Spoo 
said "But we're not going to play 
laid back We're not going to play 
not to lose, we're going to play to 
win" 

The Eastan coaching staff has 
taken a relaxed approach to this 
weekend's game, resting up their 
players as nruch as possible before 
Saturday 

"\Ve 're not practicing in pads 
anymore," Spoo said "We feel like 
we\" got to get our guys' legs back 
and it was obvious last week, we 
look tired the whole game 

"So we want to refresh them 
and hope they respond and come 
out Saturday with fresh legs and 
play some llt.pired football" 

Write sports call Kyle or Bill at 581-7944 to get started. 
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Bored? Have too much spare time on your hands? 
Join the DEN Sports Staff, call Kyle or Bill @ 7944. 

Garbova 
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level is more significant because of 
the opponuuities we have We are 
more fortunate \vith the opportuni­
ties that we ha\'e and basketball is 
takm seriously at a hip le\'el" 

Palombc>-McCallie also believes 
that because Garl>ova bad the 
opportunity to play overseas she 
was given motivation to play for a 
successful program 

"She realized a goal and realized 
a dream," Palombc>-McCallie said 
"I enjoyed the motivation she has 
and she is a very good player I was 
happy to be a part of her life " 

Gart>ova left Maine to pursue a 
playing career, but says she would 

still like to retum to finish school 
"I plan to fiJJisb graduate school 

at the Uuil,...-sity of Maine, but for 
now I would like to enjoy a pro 
career in Europe, especially when 
I'm selected into the Slovak 
Natiooal Olympic team that will 
play in the summer Olympics of 
2000," she said "It is far away, but 
it would be ueat to be ooe of the 
Olympians" 

While attending Eastern, 
Garbova set many records IMliJe 
consistently leading the Panthets in 
scoring \vith an average of 16 7 
poinls per game during her last sea­
son And she did this all IMliJe 
maintaining a high grade point 
average and earning OVC 
Academic Honors in 1997 and 
1998 

"School-wise, everything was 

great I love school and I 1eamed a 
lot," Garl>o\,a said "!' m pretty bard 
on myself and our European high 
school system is very difficult, 
therefore I was prepared well for 
the unil,...-sity" 

Garbova was a first team All­
OVC selection in both 1998 and 
1996 and eamed secood team All­
OVC honors in 1997 She currently 
bolds the third higI>e.t career point 
total in Eastem history, with 1,537, 
which she oompi1ed throughout her 
four seasons as a •tarter from 1995-
1998 

She is also ranked second in 
three-point field goals with 136 and 
fourth in rebounds with 689 

''My four years at Ea.stem wem 
very ta.st," Gart>ova said "I'm for­
tunate that I could get a bachelor's 
degree in Business Administration-

CHESTER, WVa (AP) -
Laila Ali's secood fight was nruch 
longer than her first The re.ult was 
the same 

The 21-year-old daughter of 
Mubaannad Ali stopped Shadina 
Pennybaker of Pittsbutgh with 
three seconds left in their four­
round bout Weduesday night before 
about 2,000 funs at the 
Mountaineer Race Track and 
Gaming Resort 

Ali said in the days leading up to 
the fight that she would k:nock out 
Pennybakfs; a 28-year-0ld account. 
ing •tudenl from Pittsburgh who 
was maJ:mg her pro debut 

Rosen 
frool Page 12 

inside presence and any resein­
blance of an inside game should 
help to free up Polite on the 
perimeter and enable Hill to slash 
through the lane for some ea•y 
buckets 

Thus far Joseph has proved 
himself equal to the cballenge of 
improving on last year's perfor­
mance as his double-double in the 
Pan!hers' recent preseason victory 
over the NBC Thunder would 
seem to indicate 

According to Panther head 
coach R;ck Sanmels, Joseph is 
more comfortable with bis role 
this season and should be beaded 
for a big year 

Scratch 
frool Page 12 

can't rest on defense, so we'll ~. 
in offeme and be patient" 

The team will continually work 
on their game as a whole rather 

Management \vithout tWng a swn­
mer school coutse" 

Before attending Eastern, 
Garl>o\,a played for a championship 
team called SCP Ruzomberok in 
C:recboslovakia, which later split to 
becoming Slovalcia She then trav­
eled to the United States for exhibi­
tion games 

"One of the Ea•tem coaches, 
Kate Peterson, saw me and since 
that moment she was recruiting 
me," Garl>ova said "I didn't know 
much about the USA uni'...-sities 
and colleges, but I'm '""Y glad that 
I got a very good education and 
overall had a chance to experience 
the IMlole college aano.pbere" 

Garbova not only bad to deal 
'"'1th her- academics as \\iell as ath­
letics, but being thousands of miles 
away from her fittnily, \vith whom 

r~,,-1, t/.e ~"e 
Volunteers needed in 

Central America, India, and Africa! 

• OPEN EVENINGS • 

'Ih.mrlay 

Specials .. 
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$1.75 Vodka Mixers! 
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There is a program fee. llCD (616) 782 0450. 
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Yet she was unable to land any 
solid blows early and she appeared 
to plan out every move 

Early in the fourth round, Ali 
bloodied her opponent's lip and 
forced a standing-eight count with 
a series of blows to Peonybaker's 
bead 

Ali finished with a flUIJ}' of~ 
right combinations that sent a 
Pennybaker reeling into the comer 
and forced the referee to stop the 
fight 

The bout la•ted nruch longer 
than Ali's deOOt, when she knocked 

out April Fowler in 31 seconds on 
Oct 8 in \Uooa, NY 

"He can •tand in the post and 
be is so strong He pursues the 
ball so aggressively," Sanruels 
said "There are days in practice 
when no one else can get a 
rebound I wouldn't be swprised if 
be averages a double-double " 

If newcomer Matt Britton can 
consistendy perform lilre be did in 
the Pantbets first exlllbition cou­
test, it would certainly be a plus 
for Ea.stem as well 

The junior guard was 6-of-8 
from the field and finished the 
game with 20 points in 26 min­
utes 

Another newcomer expected to 
contnbute this season is freshman 
guard Craig Lewis 

"'He's as athletic as we have," 
Samuels said "He's making the 
adjustment but it's a big adjust. 
men!" 

than concentrating on one area 
because impro\'ement is needed on 
all areas 

"We need to be prepared or at 
least know bow to recognize and 
attack," Wuude£ said "We want to 
do the things we can do well and 
execute what we are capable of 
doing " 

she is v•ry close 
"The most difficult thing was 

being away from my family for a 
whole year.," Garl>o\'ll said "I'm 
very close to my parents and 
younger brother, and knowing that 
rm not going to see them for a year 
was the biggest cballenge" 

"I doo'tplanto play forever; I'm 
not one of those who are going to 
play wtil theycan'twalk,"Garl>o\,a 
said " I would like to find a job in 
an intematiooal business, but my 
most recem goal is to finish the 
graduate school at Maine that I 
have started n 

"The sporting career of athletes, 
especially females, is short and flies 
by very fast," Gart>ova said "I 
know that I am at the end, but I still 
have the moti,ation to play and I 
thank God I'm injury-free" 

TurkeY. Testicle Festival 
Saturi:lay, November 13 

OOORS OPEN @ 11 :00 AM 
featuring the Reverend Robert 

Blues Band 
Commemorative T-shirts 

available . proceeds go to 
bene6t the Coalition Against 

Domestic Violence 
ch can of food you donate earns yo 

raflle tickets for HUGE MGD prizeesl 

509 \an Buren 345 2380 
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Personal Foul 

Women's basketball opens season 
Gabe Rosen 
Staff writer 
email: garosen@ei11.edu 

Focus now 
turns to 
Lantz Gym 
Thank god for the women's 

soccer team Now that the 
Panthers have rebounded 

from a rocky start to win the Ohio 
Valley Confet-ence and provided 
Eastern sports funs with some 
fond memories of the fiiJI '99 
sports season, visions of the foot­
ball season can mercifully be put 
to rest 

At least football players and 
coaches should have more com­
fortable dig< next year with the 
O'Brien stadium renO\>atiou final­
ly completed 

I know, it is truly exciting and 
maybe a foottiall team can actually 
show up there next season, but foc 
oow it's hard to get fired up about 
a team that is 1-9 

To ils credit, the football team 
continued to battle and stay in 
most games e1len though the 
injury bug wreaked havoc on them 
this season 

Early injuries to tight end Seth 
Willingham and wide receiver Phil 
Taylor, coupled with the ineligibil­
ity of defensive back Steflim 
Nicholson ended any reali;tic 
chances the Panthers bad of oom­
peting in the OVC 

However, it's been a long sea­
son and the remaining two games 
should provide about as much 
excitement as an evening at home 
watching paint dry 

So let's just take a deep breath 
and try to fO<get about the dismal 
season on the foottiall field and 
get ready for what should be a 
competitive men's basketball sea­
son 

So far, Murray State appears to 
be the bands-down fuvorite to "'in 
the conference and it will probably 
take a miracle to ;top this from 
happening But Eastern should be 
able to compete with the Racers 
and who knO\vs, maybe they can 
pull off some big •ictories and 
surprise some people 

This Panlbe£ team is loaded 
with talent and talking '1<ilh coach­
es around the league, you get the 
sense the potential on this year's 
Panther squad is scary 

Never1beless, Eastern's suocess 
oo the court hinges on a few big 
i1S 

The Panthers should be a force 
this year if seniO< forn>ard Marc 
Polite and junior guard Kyle Hill 
continue to carry the offensive 
load as they did last season, and if 
senior center John Smith and 
junior forn>ard Merve Joseph can 
provide some punch in the paint 

The Panthers' biggest problem 
last season was the lack of an 

See ROSEN Page 11 

Panthers ready to start from scratch 
following a dismal season last year 

By Kristin Rojek nesses and strengths" 
Staff writer Playing against an unknown 
--- e.'<hibitiou team will allow the 

Altbougfl five members of the Panthers to see a different style of 
women's basketball team will be play and learn to take away their 
watching the exluOition season opponent's strengths 
opener tonight against the Chicago "They're starting to do a better 
Express from the bench, first year job executing offense as well as 
bead coach Linda Wunder "'ill be defense at the end of the court," 
given her first opportunity to eval- Wunder said 
uate the team under game condi- Because an e.'<hibition game 
lions doe;n't count, it will allow the 

With Leah Aldrich-Franklin, Wunder to experiment "ith plays 
Monica Bernat, Kate Atkinson, and evaluate the players 
Brooke Gossett and Staci Kingery "We can put in different combi­
all out for injury-related problems nations of players to see who 
or academic ineligibility, the team works well together and who the 
will be forced to play "'ith a team be;tfive playeis are," Wunder said 
of seven "We get to wed: out the kinks" 

Tue biggest focus for the The ou1y new fuoes the women 
Panthers i;n't going to be on their have seen have been the four men 
opponent, but rather on their own practicing with them, and the 
actions and performances tonight Panthers are looking forward to the 

"Coming off of a 5-21 record, oon¢tion 
we want to play better than last 'Thursday will allow us to react 
year and team from it because we in game situations because we 
wan! to be able to play as a team," can't stop and think about it," 
junior guard Colleen McSbane Wunder said "They need to read 
said "\Ve need to leatn our weak- into the plays and react to the situ-

File Photo 
Colleen McShane tries to keep lhe bal <Nla'f from the Western lli nois defend­
er in a contest last season. Eastern opens ns season tonight. 
ations" "It will be a good test, but it '1<111 

As the team continues to be good to be in a game setting," 
improve, the lack of players "ill be senior Angie Pal2Jler said "\Ve 
a definite weight oo the team in 
tonight's game See SCRATCH Page 11 

Playing hoops overseas 
Basketball standout Barbara Garbova plays at international level 

File photo 
Former women's basketbal standout Barbera Garbova brings the bal up the 
court during a game il 1998. She is now playing in lhe Czech Republic. 

By Kristin Rojek 
Staff Wliffr 

Although she ,,.,,.., pla)<ed in an 
NCAA women's baskettiaJ.I tourna­
ment while attending Eastern, 
Barl>ora Gatbova is cwrently being 
selected into the Slovak Natiooal 
Olympic team that will play in the 
Summer Olympics in Sydney, 
Au;tralia in 2000 

Qureutly, Gatbova has returned 
to the Czech Republic 1Mlere she has 
had the opportunity of playing ~ 
fessionally for one of the best 
European teams, Gambrinus 
ZabO\Tesl')\ which also is the cham­
pionship team of the Czech 
Republic 
·~are a great team who has top 

F.uropean and world playeis on ils 
ro;ter:' Gatbova said "Foc example, 
one of my teammates is WNBA 
player Maria Stepanova, who plays 
for the Phoenix Mercwy during the 
S.'lmllllf:I"" 

Garl>o\>a always wanted to play 
protessiooally, but because of agency 
problems, 1'>asn't given Iba! opporlU­
oity after graduating from Eastern 

"I practiced bard, but I think that I 
wasn~ veiy lucl.')' "ith my agent," 
Gatbova said "She didn~ help me 
very much and then she fouod me a 
pro team in Israel, but I was already 
being inreiviel'<ed by coach ]oaDOe 

Palomlx>-McCaDie from the 
Uoiveisity of Maine and she offered 
me a job" 

Gatbova began working as a 
graduate assistant for Palomlx>­
McCallie and belie1les that was a 
gieatchoice in ber life 

"I'm veiy happy that I accepted 
it;' Garl>o\>a said ofber job at Maine 
"I learned from her and she is a great 

Whatever 
~_Renedto ... 
... Barbara Garbova? 
After Eastern: Is playing foc !he SIMlt 

• wMdi Is p-epµJng foc 
Became a graruate assls­
lasl ~n. 

Led !he learn In scar -

~::~ie=\f~~lor 
~n. Ranks among school's 1bp IO 
In points and rebouiids. 

moti\'ll!O<, ooach and marketer of 
women's basketball, uot only in 
Maine, but (across) the whole coun­
try" 

While at the University of Maine 
attending graduate school oourses, 
Gatbova also experienced something 
that she didn't seell11lCb. of atEastem 
funs 

"Women's basketball was veiy 
popular and we had a.-eraged about 
5,000 funs per g;une," Garbe\ .. said 
"It was something I couldn't experi­
ence at Eastern because attendance at 
Eastern was poor at ahnost every 
sport event" 

"I love the gameofbaskeCball and 
I want to fini'11 as a winner with a 
championship trophy," she said 
"And that's why I probably felt that 
after my four )<eatS at Eastern my 
dreams 0< expectatioos were DOI ful­
filled" 

Although Gatbo,.. ",.. able to 
partake in an NCAA toumameot 
while at the Univemty of Maine, she 
was DOI fortunate enough to experi­
ence it as a player 
"Barl>ora is a positive role model 
"ith experience," Palombo­
McCallie said "Her appreciation 

See GARBOVA Page 11 


