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County sees second highest turnout in 8 year span

K ATIE SMITH | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Top: Robert Ambrose votes Tuesday in the lobby of the Newman Catholic Center. “I think it is a right for every citizen,” he said. “Everyone should vote.” 
Left: A voter submits their ballot. Although the machine counts the votes electronically, election judges must count them manually and make sure they 
two numbers are identical. Right: A voter submits their ballot. Although the machine counts the votes electronically, election judges must count them 
manually and make sure they two numbers are identical.

Cox, Rankin, Rauner win primary elections

LOOKING FORWARD
�e 2013-14 Eastern women’s bas-
ketball season is over, but coach Deb-
bie Black looks to improve after her 
�rst season. 

Page 7

SOUTHERN SPOILER
�e Eastern baseball team drops its third 
straight game, losing to Southern Illinois-
Carbondale 3-2, Tuesday night. 

                                                                               Page 8

By Jarad Jarmon
Associate News Editor | @JJarmonReporter

Students and community mem-
bers  a l ike went to the pol ls  in 
force Tuesday with 9,307 votes 
cast, the second-highest turnout 
in the past five primaries, to de-
cide the county and state prima-
ries.

Of the 29,736 register voters in 
the county, about 31 percent at-
tended to fulfill their civic right. 

The 2008 primaries have still 
kept the record though with the 
highest turnout in the past five 
pr imary e lect ions with 10,180 
votes. 

The smallest primary turnout 
in an eight year span was in 2006 
with 6,745 voters.

The 2008 primaries decided the 
presidential and vice presidential 
primaries leading to the higher 
spike that year. 

June Griffin, the 18th precinct 
elections judge for the Republican 
Party, said students especially do 
not really vote in the primaries. 

She added there are not many 
things students  would want to 
vote on other than maybe the gov-
ernor’s ticket. 

“We have a very small precinct, 
which is predominantly students,” 
Griffin said. “We hardly see any 
real people.”

She added they do still vote in 
the election.

“We will see a lot more in No-
vember,” Griffin said.

She said she understood why 
many people, especially students, 
don’t vote for the primaries. 

It is hard to know who to vote 
for in these primaries, she said. 
She added it was hard even for her 
to get a clear picture of the candi-
date’s platforms and stances. 

Despite the decent turnout, it 
still paled in comparison to the 
14,447 who voted in the general 
election in 2006, which was the 
smallest turnout in the five major 
elections recently. 

Sue Rennels, the Coles Coun-
ty clerk, said it is normal to have 
a small turnout compared to the 
general election. 

““People just don’t like to vote 
in these elections,” Rennels said. 
“It has been a pretty standard pri-
mary (so far).”

The primaries are still impor-
tant to people in the county like 

Jon Col l ins ,  the 19th precinct 
election judge for the Democrat-
ic Party, who said it was impor-
tant to decide the representatives 
of each party, especially if multi-

ple candidates contest for the seat. 
Griffin said she was disappoint-

ed by the turnout of the day as of 
noon with only four ballots cast.

“If we get four more, I will be 

lucky,” Giffin said. 
The general election will take 

place Nov. 4. Jarad Jarmon can 
be reached at 581-2812

 or jsjarmon@eiu.edu

By Michael Spencer
City Editor | @tmskeeper

Primary election results began to tum-
ble in an hour after the polls closed at 7 
p.m. Tuesday and in the end there was 
Darrell Cox, the new state representative, 
James Rankin, the Republican sheri� can-
didate and a failed sales tax referendum.

Cox, the out-going Coles County sher-
i�, won the Republican primary for Gen-
eral Assembly representative by 13 points 
over Reggie Phillips and Kevin Garner.

From the �rst tally, just before 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, Cox led in the polls.  In the end, 
he won the election by carrying 50 per-
cent of the vote.  Phillips, a local business-
man, and Garner, a service manager at 
Charleston’s LD Mechanical, carried 37 
and 11 percent, respectively. Cox will run 
unopposed in the November election. He 
will begin his term in January 2015.

Voters also decided to fail a referen-
dum, which would have increased the 
countywide sales tax by 1 percent.  The 

measure was defeated 55-44.
James Rankin won the Republican 

sheriff ’s race, carrying 37 percent of the 
electorate.  Randy Ervin and John Clough 
both fell to Rankin, winning only 33 and 
28 percent of the voters, respectively.

Rankin will move on to face Grego-
ry Voudrie in the November general elec-
tion.

Cox, now representative-elect, ran un-
opposed in the 2010 Republican’s sheri� 
primary and carried the 2010 November 

election with relative ease.
Voter turnout for Tuesday’s prima-

ry was 31 percent, slightly above average 
for primary elections in Coles County, ac-
cording to data from the Coles County 
Clerk’s o�ce.

Bruce Rauner defeated state Sen. Kirk 
Dillard in the Republican governor pri-
mary and with that nomination will move 
on to compete with Democratic incum-
bent Pat Quinn.

Quinn defeated in-party challenger Tio 

Hardiman in a landslide victory.
Meanwhile, Jim Oberweis carried the 

GOP primary for the U.S. Senate race 
with 55 percent of the vote, defeating 
Doug Truax.

Oberweis will take on Sen. Dick 
Durbin in the general election.   Durbin, 
69 and two years Oberweis’ senior, is pur-
suing his fourth term in the U.S. Senate.

Michael Spencer can be reached at 
581-2812 or at tmspencer2@eiu.edu.
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Sta� Report

Former Eastern running back 
Robert J. Pettis will face jail time af-
ter being sentenced for holding up a 
Jimmy John’s delivery driver last year. 

Pettis pleaded guilty to a misde-
meanor theft charge Tuesday. The 
charge accused him of stealing $7 
and sandwiches from a Jimmy John’s 
delivery driver. �e incident occurred 
on March 22 of last year. 

He was placed on two years of pro-
bation and the felony charge of ag-
gravated robbery was dismissed. Had 
Pettis been convicted of the felo-
ny charge, his jail time could have 
been from four years to 15, howev-
er, jail time would not necessarily be 
required. 

Pettis was also ordered to under-
go counseling, along with a fine of 
$825. His jail sentence will begin at 
9 a.m. June 1 and he is ordered to 

serve two months. Four months of 
his jail time was stayed, which means 
he does not have to serve it, but can 
be ordered based on future actions. 

Pettis is no longer an Eastern stu-
dent, but at the time of the arrest he 
was a junior communication studies 
major. 

He was also a running back for 
the football team, but at the time of 
the arrest, was suspended for violat-
ing team rules. He was o�cially dis-

missed from the team after the arrest. 
Pettis implied to the Jimmy John’s 

delivery driver he had a knife while 
the driver was delivering sandwich-
es to a customer. �e arrest occurred 
in the 2000 block of Bostic Drive by 
Campus Pointe.

Pettis was given a reduced charge 
because of no prior convictions and 
because while he implied he had a 
knife during the incident, Pettis ac-
tually didn’t. 

Former running back to serve jail time

By Megan Ivey 
Sta� Reporter | @DEN_News

 
�e Charleston City Council contin-
ued its e�orts to battle the usage of 
synthetic drugs by opening an ordi-
nance for public review during Tues-
day’s meeting.

�e ordinance is available online 
through the city website. 

The ordinance provides a loos-
er interpretation of the compounds 
used in creating synthetic drugs, 
and will help police incriminate 
those who previously have been get-
ting away with the crime.

The ordinance divides the defini-
tions of a synthetic drug into three 
categories: a synthetic cannabinoid, 
a synthetic psychedelic and halluci-
nogen and a synthetic stimulant.

All categories state that any com-
pounds giving a similar effect to 
the type of drug defined can have 
grounds for being fined.

A violation of the ordinance 
could result in fines of no less than 
$750 for both sale or delivery and 
manufacturing, and fines of no less 
than $500 and no more than $750 
for possession or use.

Those in violation will also be 
fined no less than $100 and no 
more than $500 for costs of testing 
the substance.

Mayor Larry Rennels said he 
hopes  the ordinance wi l l  keep 
Charleston citizens safe.

“The drugs can be much more 
powerful than marijuana,” Rennels 
said. “We hope to not only protect 
people from themselves, but keep 
the city safe as well.”

The ordinance will be up for ap-
proval on April 1. 

The council also approved a res-
olution that will allow Charleston 
to assist Taylorsville through billing 

the utilization of ambulance soft-
ware and procedures.

Rennels said some cities, such as 
Taylorville, do not have the funds 
or numbers to start up the software 
project. 

“The agreement saves Taylorville 
money, and it is worth the invest-
ment for Charleston,” Rennels said. 

The agreement includes a $25 fee 
per claim.

The  counc i l  a l s o  app roved 
amending an ordinance for alcohol-
ic beverages, and that will change 
the language of the ordinance. 

The amendment asked for es-
tablishments found to be operat-
ing out of the legal limits a suspen-
sion of the license for no more than 
30 days, as well as the possibility 
of having the license revoked. The 
amendment also states the local li-
quor commissioner can levy a fine 
for violation of provisions. 

The fines can be anywhere from 
$250 and a three day suspension on 
the first offense to $500 and a sev-

en day suspension for the second of-
fense to a $1,000 fine and a 30 day 
suspension for the third offense, all 
within a 12 month period. 

The amendment also called to 
change the language of the liquor 
commission hearings. 

“Notice of said hearing shall be 
given by publication in a newspa-
per having general circulation with-
in the city not more than 15 days 
nor less than seven days prior to the 
hearing date. Defects in the giving 
of such notices provided for in this 
subsection,” the amendment states. 

The ordinance also called to ex-
tend the special permit limit from 
one day to two days. 

The council will meet again at 
6:30 p.m. April 1 at City Hall.

Megan Ivey can be
 reached at 581-2812

 or mkivey@eiu.edu.
 
 

Council puts drug ordinance for public review
Synthetic drugs 
subject of new 
city ordiance
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Monday - Thursday ... 8:00am - 7:00pm
Friday ..............................8:00am - 5:00pm
Saturday.......................10:00am - 4:00pm
Sunday................................Noon - 4:00pm

$7.50  Dozen
$3.75 1/2 Dozen
$ .63 single

Like the Daily Eastern News on Facebook to get 
all the latest news and sports info!

217-348-8249

Still looking for that perfect 
place this summer or fall?

We have NEW 1 and 2 Bedroom apartments 
super close to campus

and  GREAT 1 & 3 Bedroom apartments 
across from Old Main

Check out our website at ppwrentals.com
to see all we can offer you!

Check 
out this           
Friday’s 

VERGE 

Get all the latest info 
on what’s going on in 

music, movies, 
games, and fun here 

in Charleston!

By Jarad Jarmon
Associate News Editor | @JJarmonReporter

With the Residence Hall Associa-
tion executive board elections just a 
mere week away, nominations will be 
announced and available at the RHA 
meeting at 5 p.m. �ursday in Law-
son Hall.

Students willing and interested to 
take up the helm of the president, vice 

president, national and Illinois com-
munications coordinator, treasurer 
and secretary positions have until 8 
p.m. �ursday to turn in an applica-
tion for a speci�c position. 

Currently, only �ve had applied. To 
be o�cially nominated though, RHA 
President Patrick Morrow said the 
candidate must have an application 
turned in as well as a second nomina-
tion from an RHA representative. �e 

candidates can nominate themselves 
or be nominated by another. 

Those interested do not need to 
have been a part of RHA to be nomi-
nated for one of the positions. 

Morrow said the lack of applica-
tions so far is likely due to RHA rep-
resentatives waiting and hoping for 
resident assistant positions. He said 
he expects more nominations at the 
meeting.  

�e RHA will also be reviewing the 
schedule for Social Justice and Diver-
sity Week starting March 31 with the 
painting of bricks for the Diversity 
Wall and a showing of the documen-
tary, ”Fagbug.” 

�e movie goes through the story 
of Erin Davis, who had her car van-
dalized with the word “fag” sprayed 
across the driver-side window of her 
car. Instead of cleaning it o�, she “em-

braced it and has toured telling her 
story. She will be speaking later on 
in the week at 7 p.m. April 2 in the 
Coleman Auditorium. 

The wall of painted bricks saying 
slurs and hateful words or sayings will 
then be torn down at 11 a.m. April 4. 

Jarad Jarmon can be 
reached at 581-2812 

or jsjarmon@eiu.edu.

RHA to set nominations for executive board

By Jason Howell
Online Editor | @thejasonhowell

Faculty Senate members took the 
opportunity Tuesday to voice their 
concerns with a pending draft of the 
syllabus policy revision presented by 
representatives of the Council on Ac-
ademic A�airs.

Rebecca Throneburg, a commu-
nication disorders and sciences pro-
fessor, and Stephen Lucas, the sec-
ondary education department chair, 
attempted to dispel fears of senate 
members and promote the need for 

the policy change, which has not 
seen an update since 1995.

Questions were raised on wheth-
er or not the proposed changes take 
away power from the faculty in de-
ciding how best to teach their class-
es.

“It makes me shiver when I hear 
the words ‘learning objectives,’” said 
James Conwell a physics professor.  
“I feel like I’m in high school with a 
principal over me.”

The senate asked the council 
members to add new language to the 
draft of the syllabus, which would al-

low faculty members some freedom 
in compiling their syllabi. 

Blair Lord, the vice president for 
academic a�airs, said that no matter 
what it is called, learning objectives 
or not, accreditors are looking for ev-
idence that students are learning and 
are receiving a quality education.

Lord spoke on the ongoing admis-
sion director search.

Two candidates visited in hopes of 
securing the position with one per-
son being the favorite.

Lord declined to name the man, 
who declined the position after an 

o�er was extended because of fami-
ly issues.

Lord added the search for the new 
admissions director is still ongoing, 
with the search being extended, but 
did not say when the deadline would 
be. 

�e senate then moved on to the 
elections committee, where a bylaw 
was discussed which is supposed to 
prevent members from serving in 
di�erent groups.

The senate also examined why 
the particular bylaw was created and 
whether it could be amended or sus-

pended for the upcoming elections 
in which two candidates currently 
serve elsewhere.

The senate also announced the 
winner of the distinguished faculty 
award, which was awarded to fellow 
senate member Andrew Methven, a 
biological sciences professor. 

The senate will reconvene at 2 
p.m. April 1 in the Conference 
Room of Booth Library. 

Jason Howell can be 
reached at 581-2812 

or jlhowell3@eiu.edu.

Faculty Senate speaks out on CAA syllabus policy

i Spy

In our paper!
Call today - 581-2816
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DEN
581-2816
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Responsibility is key factor in voting

Dominic Renzetti

PAWS UP/PAWS DOWN

It may not have been the big daddy of 
elections – the presidential election – but 
Tuesday’s election still mattered, and students 
should remember they have a personal stake 
in the voting process. 

Frequently students lament the fact they 
do not know when to vote or where to vote, 
as detailed in Tuesday’s article in �e Daily 
Eastern News, “Students lack interest in 
primary elections.” 

With the vast amount resources available, 
none more signi�cant than having the 
Internet available in your pocket, not being 
aware of any kind of election is unacceptable. 

�is may have not been an end-all-be-
all of elections, but it is still important. At 
the very least, it places an opponent against 
Gov. Pat Quinn for the gubernatorial 
election. Since 2002 Illinoisans have elected a 
Democratic governor each election, however, 
this could be a big upset election.

And guess what? You missed it. Simply 
by not voting, not putting your say in who 

helps shape our state, you have wasted a 
hard-fought right. And it’s all because of a 
perceived lack of knowledge on where to 
vote, when to vote and how to vote. 

At a certain point in the collegiate career 
of students, it is no longer about making 
decisions based on personal needs, but 
instead based on what is best. Voting should 
make a higher priority. �is may have only 
been just the primary, but nonetheless it is 
still part of every American’s hard-fought 
right to vote. 

Resources such as newspapers, social 
media, TV channels and other online news 
outlets have been broadcasting the primary 
for weeks now, with the gubernatorial race 
taking center stage. No exception short of 
being without any form of technology can 
excuse not knowing about the elections. 

While they may not be viewed as 
important, like the presidential elections, 
they still matter and you should still care. 
It’s more than just receiving a sticker saying, 

“I voted.” It’s more than just picking a 
random name out of a hat. It’s more than just 
watching another election go idly by while 
doing nothing. It is about the fact that voting 
should be part of your lives as adults. College 
helps prepare you for the real world, and 
along with that comes taking responsibility 
for aspects of the world like voting.

And if you do not agree with anyone 
who is running, then write in the name of 
someone you would like to win. It’s not a 
wasted vote.

Any vote placed sends a message – 
typically it says which candidate you like the 
best. Voting – in any election – should be an 
exciting time and not one to waste simply by 
excusing yourself. 

Ignorance, especially in this day and age, is 
not an excuse. 

It almost seems like a no-brainer that 
when former Westboro Baptist Church lead-
er Fred Phelps ultimately dies, that it would 
only be right for we, the people, to protest 
his funeral.

Phelps, who was reportedly excommuni-
cated from the Kansas-based church in 2013, 
rose to infamy over the years for his group’s 
protests of military and celebrity funerals. 

The message of the Westboro Baptist 
Church, founded in 1955, is that God hates 
you. God hates just about everything, and 
they want you to know that you are going to 
hell because of the sinful lifestyle you lead.

For years, people have tried to coun-
ter their protests. Some protest the protests, 
while others threaten them with violence or 
intimidation. Even former President George 
W. Bush signed the Respect for America’s 
Fallen Heroes Act in 2006, which prevent-
ed the protest of military funerals within 300 
feet of a cemetery for 60 minutes before and 
after a ceremony. 

In 2010, when the Westboro Baptist 
Church made its way to Effingham to protest 
a breast cancer awareness benefit, Eastern 
students let Phelps and the church know that 

they weren’t welcome.
Now that Phelps, according to his 

estranged son Nathan, is nearing death, it 
would seem like his own funeral would be 
the perfect way to finally get even, right? 

Well, maybe not.
The only reason Phelps, Westboro Baptist 

Church, or anyone like them, still hold any 
relevancy is because we allow them to. If we 
ignored them, I’m certain they’d go away. 

When Jed Smock and his followers 
showed up on campus last semester, what did 
we do? We crowded around them, took pic-
tures of them with our phones, texted our 
friends and said, “Hey, you’ve got to check 
this out.” We gave them attention. We stood 
around them, and just like with the Westboro 

Baptist Church, we ask them, “Why are you 
here?”

Well, look around you. The answer is 
obvious why they’re here. They like the 
attention they’re getting. If we all just 
walked right past them, and didn’t acknowl-
edge anything they had to say, they might 
eventually get it that they’re wasting their 
time here.

The Westboro Baptist Church has already 
said that there won’t be any funeral of Phelps 
for anyone to protest, as memorials are not in 
line with church policy. 

Regardless, I’m sure people will find a 
way to let the world know of their approval 
of Phelps’ death, but I’m urging you not to. 

Just ignore them. You protesting Phelps’ 
eventual funeral isn’t going to make you a 
better person by acting like the exact despi-
cable person he was. 

Just ignore them, like we should have 
been doing all along.

Dominic Renzetti is a senior family and 
consumer sciences major. He can be reached at 

581-2812 or dcrenzetti@eiu.edu.

Protesting Phelps’ funeral not needed

SPRING CONCERT: The 
spring concert act was 
�nally announced and 
Thompson Square will 
perform at 8 p.m. April 24 at 
Lantz Arena. 

WEATHER: Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday see a forecast 
at least 48 degrees with 
Friday at 64 degrees. 

WORLD: The news of Fred 
Phelps’ poor health has 
stirred debate in both good 
and bad ways. 

VOTING: There could have 
been a larger amount of 
voters coming from the 
Eastern population. 

FOOTBALL: Robert Pettis, a 
former EIU football player, 
was forced to spend time in 
jail for admitting to taking 
money from a Charleston 
delivery driver last year.

For extended letters and 
forums for all content, visit 
dailyeasternnews.com

   rite a letter to the editor

You have something to say. 
Knowing this, The Daily Eastern 

News provides a place for you to 
say it every day.

W

Letters to the editor can be submitted at any 
time on any topic to the Opinions Editor to be 
published in The Daily Eastern News. The DEN’s 
policy is to run all letters that are not libelous 
or potentially harmful. Letters to the editor can 
be brought in with identi�cation to The DEN or 
sent to DENopinions@gmail.com.

Quote of the Day
“I write to discover what I think. 
After all, the bars aren’t open 
that early.”
  -Daniel J. Boorstin

STAFF EDITORIAL

GERAGHTY: Eastern pole 
valuter, Peter Geraghty, was 
named an All-American. 

The daily editorial is the majority opinion 
of the editorial board of The Daily Eastern 
News.
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YOUNGSTOWN APARTMENTS 
youngstownapts@consolidated.net   

217-345-2363 
916 Woodlawn Dr. (south of 9th st.)  

2 BEDROOM UNITS STILL AVAILABLE! 
Rates starting at $340-355/person 

SPECIAL COUPLE RATES! 

FULLY FURNISHED! 

Large bedrooms with big Closets! 

Garden Apts and Townhouse options! 

Free Trash and Parking! 

Close to campus! 

Use Financial Aid to pay your rent! 

 
CALL FOR YOUR PERSONAL SHOWING! 

WELCOME  
BACK!  

2bedroom  
deposit special 
$150.00/person  
Until 3/31/14 

Don’t miss a minute of coverage! 
Keep up-to-date on our Facebook and Twitter pages!

@den_news

homes available for Fall
Prices starting at $300 per month 

Visit our website at www.eiuliving.com
Call or text us at 217-345-4001

Only a few 3 and 4 Bedroom

Reeves reads at Doudna

K ATIE SMITH | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Roger Reeves, a visiting poet, signs a copy of his book “King Me” for English professor,  Jeannie Ludlow, after a reading Tuesday in the Doudna Fine Arts Center. Reeves has been featured in 
“Poetry,” “American Poetry Review” and “Boston Review.” Aside from publishing his personal creative writing, Reeves is an assistant professor of poetry at the University of Illinois- Chicago. 

By Jarad Jarmon 
Associate News Editor | @JJarmonReporter

Student Senate will  be reviewing the 
FY2015 budgets for all of the Student Life 
programs funded through student fees, 
which were approved by the Apportionment 
Board Feb. 28. 

The senate wil l  be reviewing the AB 

approved budgets including the student 
gove rnment ,  the  Studen t  Rec re a t i on 
Center,  the  Univers i ty  Board and the 
Apportionment Board budget at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday in the Arcola-Tuscola Room 
in the Martin Luther King Jr. University 
Union. 

AB was allotted $500,000 to appropriate 
to the various groups, but the total of the 

each of the proposed budgets was only 
$498,918 leaving $1,082 to be allocated 
into the emergency AB fund. 

S t u d e n t  S e n a t e  Sp e a k e r  B r a n d o n 
Goodman said while there probably will not 
be much debate over the budgets; the UB’s 
budget might be controversial especially 
with them being the only group to ask for 
an increase. 

Much of the increase is  because of a 
$9,450 in the Ideas and Issues line item. 
This is to pay for Nev Schulman, the host of  
“Catfish,” a TV show about exposing online 
dating falsities, to come speak at Eastern. 

Jarad Jarmon can be 
reached at 581-2812 

or jsjarmon@eiu.edu.

Student Senate reviews budgets for Student Life

YOU WILL NOW ADVERTISE IN THE DEN
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Help wanted For rentFor rentFor rent

www.woodrentals.com 

No gimmicks, Just Good Housing.  
25+ years of proven rental management 
 
RENT Now, May, or Fall 2014 
 
Housing for 1, 2, 3, or 4 

 

1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377 
Charleston, IL 61920 
217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472 

Call for an 
appointment! 

The Vehicle:
Eastern’s literary journal

Submit your creative prose, 
poetry and plays to 

The Vehicle anytime!
Go to www.thevehiclemagazine.com

Advertising 
with the DEN
is the answer

to your puzzle!

Call 581-2816
to hear about 

our great 
print and 

online specials 

1, 2, 3 and 4 BEDROOM APARTMENTS 
AVAILABLE JUNE OR AUGUST

820 LINCOLN AVE, CHARLESTON, IL
Office Hours 9-5 M-F, 9-3 Sat

WWW.CHARLESTONAPTS.COM

*Quiet 
locations

*As low as 
$285/mo each 
person

For appointment 
Phone 

217- 348- 7746

Tweet
   Tweet

Follow the Daily Eastern 
News Twitter!

den_news

Get the DEN sent straight to your email! 
Sign up today at DENnews.com

2014 Fall Semester: 3 Bed, 2 Bath 
house, W/D, pets possible. 273-2507 
call or text. 1710 11th Street.
__________________________3/19
4 bd. room home. close to Morton 
Park. 295/mo/bd. big yard. CA/W/D. 
Call or text 217-273-72700
__________________________3/19
2 BR, 2 bath apartments. 1026 Edgar 
drive, 2/3 BR. homes. $250 per person. 
549-4074 or 294-1625
__________________________3/19
Newly remodeled houses close to 
campus. 3 and 4 bedrooms. 217-962-
0790
__________________________3/19
Special - Special - Special! Our beau-
tiful houses only 1/2 block from the 
Rec. Center are available at very low 
rates! Call us before you sign up; we 
will save you MONEY! 345-5048 
__________________________3/20
Beautiful, near-new construction! 3 
BR, 2 1/2 bath, laundry in unit, balco-
ny, & garage. $1185/mo ($395/stu-
dent). Single BR also available. Call 
now, 630-505-8374.
__________________________3/20
Ask us about our reasonable 1 & 2 BR 
Apts. across from Buzzard/Doudna. 
217-345-2416
__________________________3/21
Large 1 & 2 BR Apts. For Rent, Fall 
2014. Pet Friendly. All Inclusive. Call 
or text 273-2048 or 273-6820. 
__________________________3/21
Half block to Rec Center, nice 1,2,3 
bdrm. units, recently remodeled. Call 
or text 217-273-6820 or 217-273-2048.
__________________________3/21
Close to campus, attractive quiet & af-
fordable 2 bdrm. $300 per person. Call 
or text 217-273-6820 or 217-273-2048.
__________________________3/21
Bowers Rentals: Nice 3 and 4 BR 
homes available for Fall. Prices start-
ing at $300/month. Check out 1015 
Grant or 1517 10th Street. 217-345-
4001 or visit us at www.eiuliving.com
__________________________3/21
Available both Summer and Fall 
2014 one four bedroom house, one, 
two and three bedroom apartments 
fully furnished. Lincoln and Division 
street locations. Washer/dryer and 
major appliances included. Some 
utilities and services included. Pet 
friendly. Some units cathedral ceil-
ings, mixed ceramic, wood �ooring. 
Affordably priced. Call 217-508-
6757 or eiuhousing@gmail.com for 
additional information, or to sched-
ule a tour. 
__________________________3/21
CHECK US OUT NEXT TO DOUNDA! 
1812 9TH ST. 2, 3, 4 BEDROOMS 
AVAILABLE ‘14-’15! ALSO, 1205 
GRANT - RENT NOW! SAMMYREN-
TALS.COM CALL OR TEXT 549-4011 
__________________________3/21
3 Bedroom houses close to campus 
starting at $250 per person. Sign 
now and get august free. Call Tom @ 
708-772-3711 for Info.
__________________________3/21

For rent

Great summer job! Top pay lifeguards 
- all Chicago suburbs. No experience 
necessary-will train and certify. Look 
for an application on our website 
www.poolguards.com (630) 692-1500 
ext. 103 Email: work@spmspools.com
___________________________4/1

4 Bedroom houses, close to campus, 
$300 per person. Sign now and get 
August free. 
Call Tom @ 708-772-3711 for Info.
__________________________3/21
5 Bedroom houses across from Foot-
ball Stadium on Grant: $325 per per-
son. Sign now and get august free. 
Call Tom @ 708-772-3711 for Info.
__________________________3/21
Fall 2014: 3 or 4 BR house. 2 blocks 
from campus. 2 full baths, w/d, dish-
washer. Call or Text 217-276-7003.
__________________________3/24
VILLAGE RENTALS 2014 Fall Leasing - 
Newly remodeled and redecorated 1 & 
2 BR apts. and 3 & 4 BR houses. Close to 
campus. 217-345-2516 for appoint-
ment.
__________________________3/25
Nice 3 and 6 BR houses. Fall ‘14 A/C, 
W/D, Dishwasher, trash pd. Close to 
EIU. $300/ person call or text Bobby 
847-826-5626
__________________________3/28
3 bedroom, 11 month lease, $235 
each, w/d, 1521 1st St. Call: 217-549-
7031
__________________________3/28
Discounts on 4, 5, and 5 BR houses! Ei-
ustudentrentals.com. 217-345-9595
__________________________3/28
1 and 2 bedrooms for Fall. EIUStudent-
Rentals.com. 217-345-9595
__________________________3/28
Fall 2014 1 bedroom, 1 bath apt. east 
of campus - all inclusive plans avail-
able! rcrRentals.com or 217-345-5832
__________________________3/28
Fall 2014: 2 bedroom duplex east of 
campus - all inclusive plans available! 
rcrRentals.com or 217-345-5832
__________________________3/28
MARCH MADNESS!!! Huge Fully-Fur-
nished Floor Plans! $400 and up - All 
Inclusive! You pick the 9th or 7th St. 
location! Campus Edge, Panther 
Heights, The Courtyard, or Century 
Crossing! Call today for your apart-
ment showing! 217-345-RENT, 
www.unique-properties.net. Hurry, 
o�er ends March 31st! 
__________________________3/31
Properties available on 7th St., 2 blocks 
from campus. 6 BR houses (The Doll-
house-girls) and 4 BR and studio apart-
ments with some utilities paid. Call 
217-728-8709.
__________________________3/31
Discounts on 4, 5 and 6 BR houses! EI-
UStudentRentals.com 217-345-9595.
__________________________3/31
1 and 2 bedroom for Fall EIUStudent-
Rentals.com 217-345-9595.
__________________________3/31
MELROSE AND BROOKLYN APTS  still 
have 2 bedroom 2 bath apartments 
available! Don’t forget to use the cou-
pon from the Campus Special booklet 
to help you rent your dream apart-
ment! 217-345-5515, 
www.melroseonfourth.com
__________________________3/31
3 bedroom apartments for rent, the 
best layout in town. Orchard Park 
Apartments. Eastern Illinois properties 
217-345-6210. www.eiuprops.com
__________________________3/31
Available in June, 1 bedroom apart-
ment, quiet neighborhood, hardwood 
�oors, good condition, good parking, 
pets allowed! Call Todd 217-840-6427
__________________________3/31

1 Bedroom apartments available. 
$450-$500 per month, all utilities in-
cluded. Eastern Illinois Properties 213-
345-6210. www.eiuprops.com
__________________________3/31
6 month lease available. Call for more 
details. Eastern Illinois Properties. 217-
345-6210
__________________________3/31
2-3 bedroom duplexes on 12th, 10 
month lease, Call Coon Rentals at 217-
348-7872
__________________________3/31
5 bedroom house for Fall. Central 
air, W/D, close to EIU. Clean, a�ord-
able, locally owned and managed. 
No pets. 345-7286, Williams Rentals. 
www.jwilliamsrentals.com
__________________________3/31
1, 2, and 3 bedroom apartments, 
available now, June, or August. Fur-
nished or unfurnished. Laundry, 
A/C, clean, and a�ordable. Close to 
EIU. No Pets. 345-7286, Williams 
Rentals. www.jwilliamsrentals.com 
__________________________3/31
Studio apartment close to campus.  
Nice, clean, water and trash included.  
No Pets!  $250.  217-259-9772
__________________________3/31
5-7 bedroom houses available. You 
name the price. Call for showing. East-
ern Illinois Properties. 217-345-6210. 
www.eiuprops.com
__________________________3/31
Available for 2014: 1, 2, 3, & 4 BR 
Apts. 348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com 
__________________________3/31
CLOSE!!! Apts. for 1-3. Grads and Un-
dergrads. www.woodrentals.com. 
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor. 
345-4489.
__________________________3/31
June or August:  2 BR apts. 2001 S. 12th 
St. and 1305 18th St. all appliances, 
trash pd. 348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________3/31
August:  3 BR apt, 820 Lincoln Ave, All 
appliances and dishwasher, water & 
trash pd. 348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________3/31
July or August:  2 BR apts. 955 4th St. - 
All appliances, with dishwasher, ga-
rage, water & trash pd. 348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________3/31
4 BR, 2 BA duplex, 1 blk. from EIU, 1520 
9th St. Stove, fridge, microwave, dish-
washer, W/D, trash pd. 348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________3/31
June or August:  1 BR deluxe apts. 117 
W. Polk, 905 A Street, 1306/1308 Ar-
thur Ave, all appliances, with W/D & 
dishwasher, trash pd. 348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________3/31
June:  2 BR apt, 605 W. Grant, stove, 
fridge, dishwasher, w/d hookup, trash 
pd. 348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________3/31
3 Bedroom furnished apartment for 
2014-15 school year. $185 per student 
for a 10 month lease, no pets. 
Call 345-3664.
__________________________3/31
Litteken Rentals. 217-276-6867 1, 2, 3, 
4 BR apts. July - Aug. availability. 
www.littekenrentals.com 
__________________________3/31

BRITTANY RIDGE TOWNHOUSES For 
3-5 persons, unbeatable �oor plan, 3 & 
4 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths, deck, central 
air, washer, dryer, dishwasher. Free 
trash and parking, low utility bills, local 
responsive landlord. Starting @ 210 / 
person. Available Fall 2014, lease 
length negotiable. 217-246-3083
___________________________4/4
Nice 4 bedroom house, 10 month 
lease, A/C dishwasher, o� street park-
ing, $300 per bedroom. 217-273-1395
__________________________4/15
Large 3, 4, 5 bedroom houses. A/c, 10 
month lease, dishwasher, W/D. 
217-273-1395
__________________________4/15
P.P. & W PROPERTIES. Please contact us 
at www.ppwrentals.com, 
217-348-8249.
___________________________5/1
AVAILABLE AUGUST 2014  1 and 3 
bedroom apts., one block north of Old 
Main on 6th Street. 
www.ppwrentals.com, 217-348-8249.
___________________________5/1
NEW 2 BEDROOM APTS DIRECTLY 
ACROSS FROM BUZZARD ON 9th 
STREET washer, dryer, dishwasher, mi-
crowave, major appliances, central 
heat and a/c. Call us for more details. 
www.ppwrentals.com, 217-348-8249.
___________________________5/1
STUDIO & ONE BEDROOM APTS lo-
cated in “The Fields,”  3 blocks from 
campus, available August 2014.  
Washer, dryer, dishwasher, microwave, 
major appliances, central heat and a/c. 
All apts. are less than 5 years old. 
www.ppwrentals.com, 217-348-8249.
___________________________5/1
2014 Fall semester 3 Bed, 2 Bath house. 
W/D, pets possible. 273-2507 call or 
text 1710 11th Street. 
___________________________5/5
For 2014-2015 newly renovated 2 
&3 bedroom/ 2 bath apartments, 
new furniture, re�nished balconies, 
coded entry to building, cable and 
internet included in rent! Right be-
hind McHugh’s, less than a block 
from campus! 217-493-7559, 
myeiuhome.com 
___________________________5/5
FALL 2014: VERY NICE 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 BR 
HOUSES, TOWNHOUSES, & APART-
MENTS. EXCELLENT LOCATIONS, 1-3 
BLOCKS FROM CAMPUS. 217-493-
7559, myeiuhome.com
___________________________5/5
BUCHANAN ST. APARTMENTS - 1, 2, 
& 3 BR apartments. Water and trash 
included. Plenty of o�-street park-
ing. Call 345-1266 or go to our web-
site, www.BuchananSt.com. 
___________________________5/5

Department of Special Education

Special Olympics

Special Olympic Volunteers are still 
needed. Volunteer forms are available 
in 1212 Buzzard Hall, Department of 
Special Education, and are due by 4:30 
p.m. March 21st. 
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TRACK AND FIELD

DOMINIC BAIMA | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Aaliyah Gaines, a freshman guard, signals to a teammate in a game against Eastern Kentucky University on March 5. The Panthers finished 12-16 overall in Debbie Black’s first year as head 
coach.

By Bob Reynolds
Sta� Reporter | @BobReynoldsDEN

For the third-straight year, the 
Eastern women’s basketball team 
started the season with a new head 
coach, after the sudden departure of 
former coach Lee Buchanan. 

On May 16, 2013, Eastern Athlet-
ic Director Barbara Burke hired for-
mer Ohio State assistant and WNBA 
All-Star Debbie Black as the Panthers’ 
head coach.

At the beginning of the season, 
Black wanted to �nd the identity of 
the 2013-2014 team and said before 
the season started she wanted to �nd 
out exactly who they are.

“Obviously being the OVC cham-

pions and losing four starters, six se-
niors, I think they are trying to �nd 
out who this team is, not who they 
were,” she said. “It is the mindset of 
we’re going to let everybody know 
who we are.”

�e season with a record of 3-6, as 
Black quickly noticed that there was 
not much depth on the roster and 
having players play bigger roles for 
the �rst time in their careers.

Eastern faced the challenge of only 
having one returning starter and �ve 
brand new players, which included 
four freshmen and one transfer.

Black was forced to start four play-
ers that had not had the experience of 
playing so many minutes in a season. 
Junior Sabina Oroszova, who started 

last season, was obligated to play al-
most double the minutes she played 
in last year.

Jordyne Crunk and Katlyn Payne 
had their minutes jump up to almost 
double what they played in the previ-
ous season as well.

Morgan Palombizio’s minutes more 
than tripled from last season, jumping 
from seven minutes played per game 
to 26 this season. 

Black had the same starting lineup 
throughout all 28 games that includ-
ed Taryn Olson, along with Palombi-
zio, Payne, Crunk and Oroszova. 

Oroszova and Payne ended the sea-
son as Eastern’s leading scorers, aver-
aging 16.9 and 13.8 points per game, 
respectively. 

 The Panthers did get contribu-
tions from Erica Brown, who was one 
of the �rst two players o� the bench 
along with transfer Arnisha �omas. 

Brown and �omas averaged 14.2 
and 12.9 minutes played per game, 
respectively. 

Brown said she was proud of the 
way her team came around with los-
ing so much from the previous sea-
son.

“I wish we could have gone farther 
than what we managed,” she said. 
“Our team did come a long way. We 
lost some good seniors last year and 
we did manage to come together as a 
team to play together.”

The Panthers ended their season 
with a record of 12-16 and a 7-10 re-

cord in the OVC and played their last 
game in Nashville, Tenn., where they 
lost to Eastern Kentucky in the �rst 
round of the Ohio Valley Conference 
tournament.

After that loss, Black re�ected on 
her �rst year being a head coach.

“I would like to think we can go 
a little further,” she said. “We went 
through our ups and downs. I ex-
pected to go further and I expect to 
go further in the future. That’s who 
I am, where I come from and what I 
believe in. We hope to make strides to 
do that.”

Bob Reynolds can 
be reached at 581-2812 

or rjreynolds@eiu.edu

Panthers strive for future success

By Kaz Darzinskis
Sta� Reporter | @DEN_Sports

Eastern Softball has been on the 
road for 25 straight games to begin 
the season, traveling throughout the 
South while compiling an 18-7 re-
cord.

Upon arriving at home for its 
home and Ohio Valley Conference 
openers, Eastern had to cancel its se-
ries against Southeast Missouri that 
was slated to begin Saturday.

Eastern softball coach Angie Nich-
olson said the games were canceled 
because of poor field conditions, 
which were caused by the weather.

“Our �eld was not playable as the 
ground just has not been able to thaw 
as the temperatures both during the 
day and overnight need to stay above 
freezing in order to get the ground to 
thaw,” she said. “Our field was just 
way too soft to even try to walk on, so 
we had to cancel.”

�is has led to a scheduling issue, 

in which both schools need to agree 
on a date for the makeup games. 

“As of right now SEMO is not go-
ing to come to us to make it up,” 
Nicholson said. “We were hoping 
to play a midweek double-header at 
least, but it looks like they cannot 
�nd time in their schedule to do so.”

�e con�ict in scheduling because 
of weather has postponed the opening 
of OVC play for the Panthers, but it 
has not tempered their excitement. 

Nicholson said the team is stay-
ing determined despite the canceled 
games.

“I am hoping that having to can-
cel the past weekend does not a�ect 
us this weekend, but only time will 
tell,” she said. “We are just trying to 
remain focused this week at practice, 
so hopefully the break does not a�ect 
how well we have been playing.”

�e Panthers, after a grueling road-
tested, out-of-conference schedule, 
feel prepared for OVC play, Nichol-
son said.

“�e girls keep talking about how 
great they feel and are just full of con-
�dence,” Nicholson said. “For me as 
a coach that is exactly what I like to 
hear from my players.”

Team leaders
Leading the team through a di�-

cult non-conference schedule were se-
nior pitchers, Hanna Mennenga and 
Stephanie Maday. 

Mennenga is currently sporting 
a 10-2 record with a 1.95 ERA. She 
has pitched 89.2 innings, starting 
13 games and 16 total appearances. 
Mennenga has struck out 90 batters, 
while only walking 30.

Maday is off to a 7-3 record with 
a 2.07 ERA. Maday has started nine 
games, appearing in 13, striking out 
51 batters and walking 23.

Offensively, several players have 
led Eastern notably; Brooke Owens, 
Hannah Cole, Jennette Isaac, Reynae 
Hutchinson, Bailey O’Dell and April 
Markowski, as each of these players 

have an average of at least .300. 
Owens has paced the team with 

four home runs on the season, 
while Cole has 20 RBIs, followed by 
Hutchinson, who has driven in 19. 
�e team has converted on 41-of- 50 
stolen base attempts (92 percent).

The team has relied on a sta-
ble lineup, as only Carly Willert has 
started in less than 20 games this sea-
son. Lineup consistency has helped 
this team tremendously, in that the 
team understands what is expected of 
them, Nicholson said.

The first-year coach at Eastern 
praised several players for their early-
season success.

 “St eph  Maday  and  Hanna 
Menennga have really been pitching 
well which is nice to see,” she said. 
“We have also seen different people 
step up in di�erent ways, such as Jen-
nette Isaac at the plate in the leado� 
spot has been hitting the ball well, 
April Markowsi has come up big with 
some great catches in the out�eld as 

well as some timely hitting.”

Upcoming schedule
On Saturday, Eastern travels to 

Jacksonville State to play a dou-
ble-header and then on Sunday, the 
Panthers will play against Tennessee 
Tech in another double-header to 
start OVC play. 

Jacksonville State has the best 
overall record in the OVC at 17-5 
and 3-0 in conference play. Eastern 
has the second best record in the 
OVC and is one of only two teams 
to have a winning record in the west 
division, as Murray State is at 11-
10. 

The Panthers  wi l l  f inal ly  be 
able to play at home starting at 4 
p.m. Wednesday at Williams Field 
against Valparaiso.

Kaz Darzinskis can 
be reached at 581-2812 

or kcdarzinskis@eiu.edu.

Softball team has OVC, home openers canceled
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@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: #EIU baseball loses its third straight game, as #SIU comes back to win 3-2 in Carbondale.

S

DA I LY  D O U B L E
TEAM 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Southern scratches out victory
CODY DAILY | INFIELDER

GAME STATS       SEASON STATS

AVG - 1.00            AVG -  .311

HITS -  3                 HITS -  19

WALKS -  1             WALKS -  10

RBI -  2                    RBI -  6

            *BEFORE 3/18
MAT T JONES | C ATCHER

SEASON STATS       GAME STATS

AVG - .270            AVG -  .500

HITS -  20               HITS -  2

WALKS -  10           WALKS -  1

RBI -  7                    RBI -  1

*BEFORE 3/18            

EASTERN ILLINOIS SOUTHERN ILLINOIS

4-16, 2-4 (OVC) 11-8, 0-0 (MVC)

EASTERN ILLINOIS

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS

2

3

1 1

1 20

0

0

0

0

0

0

0 0 0 0

0 0 0

FINAL

GR APHIC BY DOMINIC RENZET TI |  THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Southern scratches out victory

DOMINIC BAIMA | 
THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Freshman right-handed 
pitcher Jake Haberer throws 
during a practice Monday at 
Coaches Stadium.

By Aldo Soto 
Assistant Sports Editor | @AldoSoto21

Eastern pitcher Troy Barton was 
one out away from picking up his 
third save of the season, but the 
Panthers never got the third out in 
the ninth inning, as Southern Illi-
nois-Carbondale won 3-2 Tuesday 
night at the Richard “Itchy” Jones 
Stadium.

After junior Adam Casson gave 
the Panthers a 2-1 lead in the top of 
the ninth inning with an RBI-single 
to left field that brought in senior 
Tyler Schweigert, Southern’s Cody 
Daily delivered a game-winning 
double, which drove in Matt Jones.

Eastern’s losing extend to three 
with the loss, putting the Panthers 
at 4-16 overall this season, while 
the Salukis’ winning streak went to 
three, improving to 11-8 overall.

Southern pitchers allowed two 
hits all game, but they were enough 
to win on a day when the wind was 
gusting in from the outfield, East-
ern coach Jim Schmitz said.

“The wind was gusting in at 
about 30 mph, so we knew it was 
going to be a low-scoring game 
f rom the  beginning,”  he  sa id . 
“We didn’t hit well, but we scored 
enough to win that’s what it’s all 
about.”

The Panthers had two outs in the 
ninth inning, as Schweigert stood at 

first base. 
As he took his lead, Southern 

pitcher Kyle Pauly threw a wild 
pitch, which allowed Schweigert to 
advance into scoring position.

Casson then knocked in the go-
ahead run for Eastern, as the left-
handed hitter battled the left-hand-
ed pitcher to a full count.

The Eastern rally began with 
a  two-out walk to Schweiger t . 
Schmitz said Eastern was given 
breaks, but needs to learn how to 
protect leads.

“A ball in the dirt and a base hit – 
we got a lucky break, but we have to 
go out there and protect the lead,” 
Schmitz said. “It would be differ-
ent if it was young kids or whatev-
er, but we just have to learn how to 
hold leads.”

Barton entered the bottom of the 
ninth inning, following four East-
ern pitchers that combined to throw 
eight innings, allowing one run to 
the Salukis.

Senior Ryan Rosthenhausler be-
gan the comeback for Southern, 
leading off the ninth with a single. 
He was then sacrificed over to sec-
ond base on a bunt.

Barton then recorded an out via 
a groundout that resulted in Ros-
thenhausler advancing to third base.

On a 2-2 pitch, Jones hit a sin-

gle down the right-field line to tie 
the game at two. On the third pitch 
of the next at bat, Daily clobbered 
Barton’s offering down the left-field 
line.

Jones raced around the bases, 
scoring the winning run or the Sa-
lukis. 

“Troy wasn’t  making qual i ty 
pitches – three hits in 0.2 innings, 
you have to just come in and close 
the game,” Schmitz said. 

Southern had 12 hits to Eastern’s 
two, as the Salukis stranded 11 run-
ners on base.

Eastern freshman Jake Haberer 
started on the mound for the Pan-
thers. 

He pitched two scoreless innings, 
allowing two hits and a walk. 

The Panthers will play their first 
home games, hosting IPFW starting 
at 3 p.m. Friday at Coaches Stadi-
um.

“We have to hold leads and we 
haven’t been lately – we’re going to 
be back at home and it’s going to 
be fun and it’s going to be fun to 
at least be at home,” Schmitz said. 
“Hopefully we can start to figure 
this stuff out.”

Aldo Soto can 
be reached at 581-2812 

or asoto2@eiu.edu

Daily’s double 
puts Southern 
ahead of Eastern

NEXT SERIES
MAY 21 | 3 P.M.
MAY 22 | 1 P.M.
MAY 25 | 1 P.M.

COACHES STADIUM |  CHARLESTON, ILL. 

VS. IPFW
4-13, 0-0 (SUMMIT)

By Blake Nash
Sta� Reporter | @DEN_Sports

With the weather outside changing, 
so too has the Eastern track and field 
season.

The indoor season has come to a 
close, and starting March 29, the Pan-
thers will be competing outdoors for the 
�rst time during their 2014 campaign.

�e Panthers were unable to claim the 
2014 Ohio Valley Conference title, but 
the season had its moments, which could 
serve as building blocks for the outdoor 

season.
Despite a youthful roster, the wom-

en’s team grew during the season, coach 
Tom Akers said, as it has left an impres-
sion him heading into the spring season 
and seasons ahead. 

“We have such a young team, the fu-
ture could be bright, as long as they con-
tinue to concern themselves with the 
process that makes them all better ath-
letes,” he said.

Pole vaulter Peter Geraghty also left 
an impression on the men’s team after 
just one season.

�e red-shirt senior came into the sea-
son as a two-time Division III All-Amer-
ican from North Central College and 
ended his �rst year at the Division I lev-
el as a second team all-American and an 
11th place �nish at the NCAA National 
Championships.

Geraghty tied the school record for 
height in the pole vault last February 
with a height of 17-feet, 10.5-inches.

�is tied the record also held by coach 
Kyle Ellis and teammate Mick Viken. 
That performance secured Geraghty a 
spot at the National Championships in 

Albuquerque, Nm., where he finished 
11th with a height of 17’8.50.

“To get to that level, it requires a 
lot of hard work, attention to detail 
and a little bit of good luck on the 
side to get there,” Akers said.

Sophomore sprinter Calvin Ed-
wards also received a postseason 
award as the OVC Male Track Ath-
lete of the Year.

Edwards posted the conference’s 
fastest 200-meter time in February at 
the University of Notre Dame. 

His fastest time in the 60-meter 

dash at 6.97, ranks in the OVC’s top 
10. 

In hopes of regaining their OVC 
title, Akers feels his team needs more 
work in the area of preparation.

“We need to do a better job of 
preparation which includes training, 
technique work, competitive spirit 
and team unity,” Akers said. 

Blake Nash can 
be reached at 581-2812 

or banash@eiu.edu.

Panthers begin to prepare for outdoor track, field
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