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COMPOSER COLLABORATION
Global Traditions celebrated 
many holidays Tuesday in the 
University Ballroom of the
Martin Luther King Jr. University 
Union
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AFTERNOON DELIGHT
The Eastern women’s basketball team 
travels to Wisconsin to take on the 
University of Milwaukee at noon 
Wednesday.
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PENSION, page 5 

PROTESTS, page 5 

By Bob Galuski
Editor-in-Chief | @BobGaluski

Pres ident  Bi l l  Perr y  sent  an 
email to students Tuesday, com-
mending them on how they have 
handled the issues relating to Fer-
guson, Mo., including the peaceful 
protests and demonstrations. 

“They have done so with resolve, 
reason and clear communication, 
reflective of, I believe, our faculty’s 
and staff ’s teaching and mentoring 
aligned with our educational mis-
sion to enable our students to re-
fine their abilities to reason and to 
communicate clearly so as to be-
come responsible citizens and lead-
ers,” he said in the email. 

The email also focused on his 
individual meetings with students, 
faculty and staff regarding matters 
of diversity, which he called, in the 
email, “encouraging.” 

“The meetings have not only fo-
cused on understanding issues and 
addressing problems, but also on 
ongoing efforts that are indicative 
of progress,” he said in the email. 
“Of course other individuals in the 
administration are working with 
groups on different aspects of di-
versity and that work will contin-
ue.” 

Perry  la ter  sa id he has  been 
learning from the discuss ions, 
which he called “candid,” and he 
said he will continue them next se-
mester as well. 

Perry also said while he has not 
been able to make it to a demon-
stration so far, because of his trav-
el schedule, the impressions from 
press coverage and from comments 
from individuals present are that 
the demonstrations have been ef-
fective. 

He said though that Dan Nadler, 
the vice president for student af-
fairs, had been present at some of 
the demonstrations and told him 
that the students had been respon-
sible and the demonstrations were 
productive. 

President
responds 
to student 
protests

By Chynna Miller
Photo Editor| @Den_News

 
‘Twas the week before finals and 

in the lobby of Old Main, celebra-
tion for Christmas had begun its 
reign. 

The last of the ‘Prowlin’ with 
the Prez’ events, “Peppermint with 
the Prez” took place Tuesday in the 
lobby of Old Main.

Students gathered around the as-
sortment of Christmas trees and 
decorated sugar  cookies  whi le 
drinking hot cocoa. 

Among those students were the 
members of the Association of In-
ternational Students who spon-
sored this year’s premiere event. 

Kevin Vicker, the adviser for 
AIS, said the Student Government 
was very kind to let them be in-
volved and help make the interna-
tional students feel welcomed.

“It’s really great for the interna-
tional students to get to have a per-
sonal interaction with the presi-
dent of the university and bring up 
any issues or concerns they have,” 
Vicker said.

President Bill Perry proceeded to 
open the floor for the internation-
al students to discuss what holidays 
were important for them back in 
their native countries.

Sunrose Maskey, a freshman psy-
chology major from Nepal, took 
the opportunity to explain to ev-
eryone about his country’s holiday, 
Yamary Purnima. 

“Yamary means dish and Purni-
ma means full moon,” Maskey said. 

During the holiday they gather 
at the oldest member of the fami-
ly’s house and make a steamed pas-
try, ‘Yamary,’ while the full moon 
is out. 

Perry said these events are bene-

ficial to get to know about diversi-
ty that takes place on campus. 

“It’s very important to recognize 
how rich our diversity is, our cul-
ture is, and our nations are,” Per-
ry said.

Shirmeen Ahmad, student vice 
president for academic affairs and 
coordinator of the events, said she 
wanted everyone to feel as if they 
were getting an opportunity to 
hang out with the president.

“Eastern is all about getting to 
know students on an individu-
al level,” Ahmad said. “That’s why 
there are always activities so stu-
dents can do things with him, not 
just talk, but actually hang.”

At the last ‘Prowlin’ with the 
Prez’ event and the final year in his 
presidency, Perry said he will miss 
the relationships with student body 
that he has made and the relation-
ship with the Student Government 

leaders the most. 
 In return members of Student 

Senate expressed what they would 
miss about him once his reign is 
over.

“I’ll miss his presence,” said Bri-
anna Johnson, a sophomore fami-
ly and consumer sciences major. 
“The environment on campus will 
be different without him.”

Ahmad said Student Govern-
ment hopes to continue the ‘Prow-
lin’ with the Prez’ events with the 
president next year as well. 

“I think this will be something 
that’s carried on who ever the next 
president is,” Ahmad said. “EIU 
values getting to know their stu-
dents, and this is a good opportu-
nity.”

Chynna Miller can be
reached at 581-2812

or cdmiller3@eiu.edu.

Students enjoy a ‘very Perry’ Christmas

By Bob Galuski
Editor-in-Chief | @BobGaluski

Public labor unions and oth-
er opponents of the 2013 pension 
reform law protested on Tuesday 
the speeding up of the Illinois Su-
preme Court’s normal procedure, 
which they call unconstitutional. 

The motion, filed by State At-
torney General Lisa Madigan’s of-
fice last week, would have the Il-

linois Supreme Court hurry the 
appeal Sangamon County Court 
Judge John Belz’s Nov. 21 ruling, 
requesting oral arguments as soon 
as Jan. 22 and no later than March 
10. 

The pension reform law, which 
was signed by Gov. Pat Quinn a 
year ago, was quickly attested and 
ruled unconstitutional  by Belz 
earlier this month. 

T h e  I l l i n o i s  Fe d e r a t i o n  o f 

Teachers stated they have asked 
the Supreme Court to “adhere to 
its normal schedule for hearing 
appeals, allowing all parties ade-
quate time to respond.” 

The filing by Madigan’s office 
states that it needs time to prop-
erly plan out the fiscal-year 2016 
budge t ,  wh i ch  beg in s  Ju l y  1 , 
2015. 

“The  Cour t  should  acce le r -
ate this appeal to facilitate a res-

olution enough in advance of the 
May 31, 2015 deadline for pas-
sage of the State’s fiscal-year 2016 
that the General Assembly and the 
Governor may take the Court’s de-
cision into account when adopting 
the fiscal-year 2016 budget,” the 
motion states. 

However, the union coalition’s 
motion states the defendants have 
“failed to establish that the normal 
appellate process is  inadequate 

here.” 
“Their motion rests upon a false 

sense of urgency that is not sup-
ported by the history of this liti-
gation or by any factual record,” 
the motion opposition states. “In 
addition, their motion attempts 
to impose an emergency briefing 
schedule that would be manifest-
ly unfair to the plaintiffs.”

Pension reform opponents challenge speedy appeal

CHYNNA MILLER| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS  
President Bill Perry, shows students the Christmas ornaments made from the Burr Oak Tree that was cut down over the summmer during Peppermint 
with the Prez event Tuesday in Old Main.
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The DEN

By Bob Galuski
Editor-in-Chief | @BobGaluski

Shane Rodems, the artist behind 
the gallery at the Tarble Arts Center, 
reads the Thrifty Nickel every chance 
he gets. As he scours the pages he 
looks for something others don’t see: 
inspiration for his next work. 

And hidden in the pages are adver-
tisements, want-ads displaying their 
slogans, that give Rodems, an Eastern 
graduate, the next idea for his mixed-
media piece. 

“I’ve always read the want-ads be-
cause it seems like there are so many 
treasures in there,” he said. “I start-
ed reading them front to back one 
summer and realized that there were 
tons of things that I had to Google to 
know what they were selling.” 

His mixed-media pieces reflect the 
slogans of the want-ads, but the ob-
stacles in bringing out the art comes 
from showing what the advertisement 
says. 

“The challenge lies in not making 
something literal, but also conveying 
the feeling of what the ad says,” Ro-
dems said. 

Rodems’ gallery, “Shane Rodems: 
All For Sale 2000 O.B.O.” is on dis-
play at the Tarble until Sunday. The 
gallery is part of the Tarble’s artist res-
idency program, and allows for Ro-
dems to travel to different area schools 
and teach children about mixed me-
dia. 

Rodems said he has always loved 
to teach, and the residency program 
helps reinforce that passion. 

“Man, it has been really reward-
ing,” he said. “Just (Tuesday) kids 
were mixing paint for the first time. 
So many of them were discovering 
how to make secondary colors from 
the primaries. They were so excited to 
find these new colors. It made me so 
excited.” 

The process of creating mixed-me-
dia pieces from slogans is a constant 

process for Rodems. A list of adver-
tisements is in his studio that he adds 
to and edits. 

“For this body of work I always do 
the reading first and then filter them 
through my imagination and make 
what I need to,” he said. 

Although mixed media means us-
ing different elements to create the 
artwork, Rodems never reveals which 
materials he uses—he would rather 
have it be a mystery to others. 

Rodems said he has several reasons 
for wanting to shroud his materials in 
mystery. 

“I use so many different things in 
the work that listing them would give 
them more power than they need to 
have,” he said. “They are used and 
they are there to see, but I don’t want 
the materials to be more important 
than the work itself.”

He also said the words “mixed me-
dia” have lost their meaning during 
the years, which is another reason he 
keeps the materials used a secret. 

“Frankly the words ‘mixed media’ 
just don’t have the luster that they had 
10 years ago. I’ve witnessed them so 
frequently that those two words to-
gether don’t make sense anymore,” 
Rodems said. “There is so much work 
using alternative media that I don’t 
think it’s a necessity anymore.” 

Even though he works with mixed, 
or alternative, media now, Rodems 
began his career as an undergraduate 
at Eastern, working with the human 
figure. 

The figure was Rodems’ introduc-
tion to painting, so it helped him 
learn technique. However, he said he 
always struggled with what the work 
meant.

“All the things that I was trying to 
say with the work seemed a bit ‘soap-
boxy,’” he said.

It wasn’t until he began graduate 
school at Eastern that the doors to the 
abstract opened up for Rodems, and 
he began pushing away from the fig-

ure.
“Many of my peers were making 

abstract work and I was interested in 
the conversations that they were hav-
ing,” he said.  

While “Shane Rodems: All For Sale 
2000 O.B.O.” hangs in the Tarble for 
now, Rodems has future plans already 
made, which includes participating in 
the Peoria Art Guild. 

“I always have big plans to show 
in galleries and be rich and famous, 
so I work hard to get my work across 
as many gallerist’s desks as I can,” he 
said. 

Bob Galuski can be
reached at 581-2812 

or deneic@gmail.com.

Graduate shows mixed-media gallery

SUBMIT TED PHOTO
Shane Rodems has different mixed-media art on display in the Tarble Arts 
Center until Sunday. The gallery, "Shane Rodems All For Sale 2000 O.B.O.,"  
is part of Tarble's artist residency program.

By Roberto Hodge 
Multicultural Editor | @BertoHodge

For the University Board’s final 
Mainstage event of the semester, 
it will host a Cocoa and Karaoke 
night at 7 p.m. Wednesday in 7th 
Street Underground. 

Tylen Elliott, the mainstage co-
ordinator, said those who partic-
ipate in the event will be able to 
sing holiday songs with hot choc-
olate and cookies. He said anyone 
who comes to perform is encour-
aged to wear holiday attire while 
participating. 

Elliott said this is the first time 
the event is happening as far as he 
knows, and he is hoping for a good 
turnout. 

Normally, the UB would have 
some sort of event with popcorn, 
but El l iot  wanted to do some-
thing different by having a relax-
ing event. 

The  goa l  i s  to  have  a  l a rge 
amount of students at the event 
and allow them to take a breather 
before finals and relax enjoying the 
end of the semester, Elliott said. 

Elliott said the UB has had a 
successful  turnout for a l l  of  i t 

events this year, with this one be-
ing similar to the first event, which 
also featured karaoke. 

He added Vegas was Mainstage’s 
largest event of the semester. 

He said Vegas was an enjoyable 
event, but stressful to put together, 
so Cocoa Karaoke is a way for stu-
dents to wind down. 

Because of Vegas’s success, the 
event will be hosted again next 
year, Elliott said. 

Cocoa Karaoke is also one of the 
holiday-themed events put on this 
year, earlier the UB had Nightmare 
on 7th Street. 

“They’re fun and they appeal to 
a larger diverse audience,” Elliott 
said. 

Elliott said the event is impor-
tant for students because it is a way 
for them to showcase their singing 
talent and connect with others in a 
fun environment. 

The event is free to everyone 
with students being able to have 
hot chocolate and cookies for treats 
while they perform. 

Roberto Hodge can be
reached at 581-2812
or rlhodge@eiu.edu. 

UB to offer hot cocoa, holiday karaoke 

Tweet
   Tweet

Follow the Daily Eastern 
News Twitter!

den_news
Like the Daily Eastern News 
on Facebook to get all the 
latest news and sports info!
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NOW LEASING FOR 2015-2016 
YOUNGSTOWN APARTMENTS 

916 Woodlawn Dr. 

CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE  
WWW.YOUNGSTOWNCHARLESTON.COM 

Great Location near Campus! South end of 9th Street in the Woods 
STUDIO, 1, 2,3,4 BEDROOM APTS AND TOWNHOUSES! 
PRIVATE DECKS! 
FULLY FURNISHED! 
FULL OR QUEEN BEDS! 
FREE TRASH & PARKING!  
3 ONSITE LAUNDRY FACILITIES! 
 

217-345-2363 to schedule your personal showing! 
youngstownapts@consolidated.net  

LIKE us on Facebook @ Youngstown Apartments 

Sign a lease by 
DEC 17 for our 
deposit special 
of $99/person. 

Tarble Exhibits | 10 AM - 5 PM
     Illinois Biennial Drawing/Watercolor & Frankie Flood: Machines that Work both on display

English 5000 Symposium | 7 PM
    First-year grad students present their research in this public forum; Coleman Hall 3732

DePue Brothers Band: A Magical Grassical Christmas | 7:30 PM
    Many of your favorites plus a few original Chrismas songs; Doudna FA Center

Check out more upcoming events at www.dailyeasternnews.com

December 10, 2014 What’s Happening at EIU?

Holidays away

JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
TOP LEFT: Sophomore nursing major Blanca Aragon and sophomore applied engineering and technology major Sandra Coleman make decorations during the Global Traditions event on 
Tuesday in the University Ballroom of the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union.  Aragon was making a reindeer ornament while Coleman was making a Where Am I? board.
BOTTOM LEFT: A dreidel, a spinning top played during the Jewish holiday of Hanukkah, lies next to chocolate gelts during the Global Traditions event on Tuesday in the University Ballroom 
of the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union.
RIGHT: Junior pre-business management major and UB cultural events coordinator Jessica Ashley spins a dreidel in hopes of winning gelt (chocolate coins) during the Global Traditions 
event on Tuesday in the University Ballroom of the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union. 

By T’Nerra Butler 
Staff Reporter  | @den_news

An event bridging the gap of social topics 
such as racism, sexism and everyday discrimi-
nation will be explored during “EIU Talks” at 
6:30 p.m. Thursday in the Grand Ballroom of 
the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union.

Students taking the Communication, Race, 
and Ethnicity course in communication studies 
are putting together the event.

Linda Scholz, a professor of communication 
studies, said she had a course similar to EIU 
Talks last year by the name of: “Journey to Hate 
Free Communities.” 

Scholz said her students are organizing the 
event, but she is guiding them through the pro-
cess.

Personal narratives and various stereotypes 
served as inspiration for the event. 

EIU Talks will incorporate poetry, visuals and 
separate workshops, while trying to vocalize stu-
dent opinions. 

The goal for not only the students of Eastern, 
but the town of Charleston as well to be self-
aware of sexism and racism, Scholz said.  

The event is supposed to be informative and 
serve as a vocal outlet for students. 

“We often have discussions in class where 
people find it hard to say exactly what’s on their 

mind,” said Logan Swallas, a communication 
studies major.  

EIU Talks is meant to provide an open dia-
logue for those who have faced certain prejudic-
es, and for those who have their own prejudices 
to voice their opinions. 

The talk will include present-day topics be-
yond Eastern as well, such as the Mike Brown 
case and similar topics. 

Shamerea Richards, a communication studies 
major, said students will be educated on the use 
of language at Eastern and holding discussions 
on what people think about the climate of race, 
gender and ethnicity.

“We want to let people know that these issues 

should be talked about and being scared to say 
the wrong thing is not the best choice to make,” 
Richards said.  

Swallas said participants want this event to 
be like a forum where every one can respectful-
ly exchange notions and views on matters going 
on at Eastern; however, the students will also 
explore their thoughts on what diversity really 
means to students. 

Scholz said she wants students to come with 
respectful words and an open mind.

T’Nerra Butler can be reached
at 581-2812 or tabutler@eiu.edu.

EIU Talks to explore discrimination through poetry

Pick up your copy of the 
Daily Eastern News anywhere 
around campus!

NEED TO FILL A POSITION?

Find your next great employee by placing a help 
wanted ad in the DEN!
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If you want a sign of how our genera-
tion is pathetically clinging to childhood 
in some attempt to put off growing up, 
look no further than the obsession with 
90s nostalgia.

I was born in 1992, which I guess 
technically makes me a kid in the 90s, 
even though I don’t think I was real-
ly consciously aware of pop culture until 
the early 2000s, but whatever.

I feel like when we were kids the only 
thing we wanted to do was grow up, but 
now we’re here, the future is now and 
now we’re all trying to scramble back to 
a much simpler time.

But I’m no better than you. I’ve 
indulged in my fair share of nostalgic 
acts. I’ve probably played more Nintendo 
64 in college than I did when I was kid. 
I stayed up late and watched all those 
old “Keenan and Kel” reruns when they 
started being re-aired again. 

But I can’t help but think we left those 
things in the past for a reason. We were 
ready for change. We were ready for 
something new. We needed to move on 

(and apparently, some of you still do).
90s kids can rejoice because they’ve 

won another battle in the war for turn-
ing our adulthood back into our child-
hood because now you’ll be able to enjoy 
French Toast Crunch for breakfast again.

According to General Mills, the sug-
ar cereal offshoot of Cinnamon Toast 
Crunch will be making its return to 
shelves because you (yes, you) “demand-
ed” it. 

So, there you go. Here’s to waking up 
to another morning of unemployment 
because you’re too afraid to head out into 
the real world and start that post-col-

lege life and wash down all that shame 
with a big bowl of French Toast Crunch. 
Man, being a kid was great. What a way 
to start the day.

I didn’t hate the 90s when I was a kid 
because, of course, I was a kid and being 
a kid is great, but my own generation is 
making me very annoyed with the way 
we seemingly pretend we were the only 
generation to play outside and scoff at 
kids younger than us who are always on 
their cellphones, even though we are too.

I can’t wait, though, when 10 or 20 
years from now when people will be beg-
ging Taco Bell to bring back the waffle 
taco breakfast or whatever whenever that 
gets phased out.

You’ll be happy and Taco Bell will be 
happy because they’ll get to sell you a 
product again for the sake of nostalgia. 
It’s worked for the McRib.

Dominic Renzetti can be reached at 581-2812 or
 denopinions@gmail.com

Dominic Renzetti

Chalk up another win for pointless nostalgia

STAFF EDITORIAL

The daily editorial is the majority opinion of the editorial board of 
The Daily Eastern News.

In the grand scheme, 
this week will seem a 
distant (but terrible) one

This week and next we will review our one 
five-subject notebook with half-hearted scrib-
bles about Nabokov and log rhythms and have 
moments of epiphany when we think, “What 
am I even studying anymore?” And the answer 
of course, is always either everything or noth-
ing. We are either earning three minors, a 
double major with concentrations in each or 
spending our semesters in bowling and Intro-
duction to Law and Order SVU (which inci-
dentally meets every Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday at 1 a.m. on my couch.) 

Whether or not you are actively studying 
everything or nothing at all, if you feel unpre-
pared for your finals and time is running out, 
don’t despair. 

From now until the end of the semester 
people will feed you lies about how it is impor-
tant to get a full night’s sleep and relax dur-
ing study breaks. These people are conspir-
ing against you and they do not want to you 
to succeed. 

If you are nervous about your finals it 
is important to stay in that frame of mind. 
Don’t talk yourself down from that headspace. 
Don’t plan some cacophony study schedule 
that would have been effective if you stayed in 
every Saturday and reviewed your notes and 
read ahead. You didn’t do that. It’s time to 
stock up on caffeine during the day and put it 
to good use at night.

Staying awake for two days straight has 
already been proven to me this week as a ter-
rible decision, but I would never dream of 
not preparing for finals week as though I had 
a test in a class I have never been to. The sec-
ond you get too comfortable, you think you 
know more than you actually do. If you usual-
ly study at home, go somewhere else. Strang-
ers will not let you off easily for procrastinat-
ing the way you do at home, in public. There 
are no boxes of bagel chips to eat your feelings 
with at the library.

Don’t do all your studying alone. Even if 
you feel like you are fitting quality library time 
into your schedule visit your professors’ office 
hours and study with a group of people from 
class. As much as I wish it did, filling out a 
study guide does not count as studying, and 
those answers you came up with are no good if 
they are all terribly and humorously wrong.   

There have been moments this semester 
where I sincerely thought I was going to have 
a heart attack from the amount of work to be 
done. At this point more than ever you will 
want to listen to the propaganda people have 
been feeding you about sleeping well and eat-
ing right, and the next time you open a book 
you might tear up a little with self-loathing 
and regret. 

At this point all you really need is a pow-
er nap and a little tough love. Just do it. Just 
study. Just write your paper. Everyone is ner-
vous and we’ve all begun to accidentally devel-
op really questionable sleeping patterns. That 
take home final doesn’t have to be the most 
brilliant thing you’ve ever written, but it needs 
to be finished, so just do it and get it over 
with. And then when it’s finished and you’ve 
passed, remember you have a month off.

Caffeinate, stay up late, push through and 
then repress it deep into the confines of your 
memory, and 20 years from now realize that 
this one week hardly mattered at all. 

Katie Smith is a senior journalism major and can be 
reached at 581-2812 or DENopinions@gmail.com

In the wake of recent national events, one might presume 
that governments were doing everything possible to empow-
er their citizens against gross and overt injustices. The last few 
months in American discourse have been largely consumed 
by the question of disproportionate police force, a conversa-
tion capped off with a resounding gasp as a New York City 
jury failed to indict a cop for, well, literally choking a man to 
death.

That non-indictment, pathetic as it was, has prompted an 
important national conversation into the filming of police, 
both by citizens and officers themselves, the idea being that 
such records beget accountability with begets a tendency to 
not kill unarmed civilians. It’s a difficult question to have—
one filled with delicate social and racial nuance—but if Amer-
ica is to truly move forward, it’s a conversation we need to 
have.

Except for Illinois, apparently. 
Earlier this week, the Illinois General Assembly passed a 

bill that, more or less, makes it illegal for citizens to record 
police officers. Bogged in ambiguous language and subtlety, 
the bill is just the newest push by Illinois legislators to deny 
basic tenants of transparency to their citizenry. 

It’s a pathetic and ridiculous curtailing of a very simple, yet 
substantial medium by which authority figures might be held 
to even a modicum of accountability. Coupled with last week’s 

attempt to complicate Freedom of Information Act requests 
by non-media citizens, it becomes abundantly clear that the 
agenda in Springfield is as much about barring rights to the 
state’s citizens as anything.

That might sound like hyperbole, but it’s not, as is evident 
by the overwhelming majority of lawmakers who voted in 
favor of the bill (106-7 in the House; 46-4-1 in the Senate).

Through a series of recent bills, Illinois lawmakers have 
repeatedly tried to chip away at rights that form the basic 
foundation for transparency in democracy. Barring the filming 
of police only serves one group of people: those with some-
thing to hide.

That isn’t to say most police officers are corrupt, or real-
ly are deserving of constant video surveillance (again, we cite 
the aforementioned nuance and complexity of this very con-
versation). However, to actively deny citizens the basic right 
of filming any injustice, whether perpetrated by regular citi-
zens or police officers, is a direct attack on transparency, more 
fit for some Orwellian dystopia than a supposedly free and 
just society.

This is an absolutely shameful bill, and Illinoisans should 
be ashamed of their representatives for it.

Illinois: Land of the Broke, Corrupt and (now) Blind
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS

DAILY EASTERN NEWS
WISHES YOU

TH
E

Please shop locally
this holiday season

to support your
EIU and Charleston 

communities

www.dailyeasternnews.com

The Vehicle:
Eastern’s literary journal

Submit your creative prose, 
poetry and plays to 

The Vehicle anytime!
Go to www.thevehiclemagazine.com

By Debby Hernandez
Administration Editor | @ DEN_News

The Graduate School is accept-
ing applications and nominations 
for the University Professionals of 
Illinois Graduate Annual Scholar-
ship for all graduate students in a 
degree program.

Applicants and nominees will be 
required to write a 2,000-word es-
say about the significance of orga-
nized labor.

The winner of the essay con-
test will receive $200 in a schol-
arship, and will be recognized and 
awarded for their work during the 
Distinguished Graduate Students 
Awards Ceremonies.

The application or nomination 
package must consist of a letter 
from the applicant verifying their 
enrollment into a graduate pro-
gram, a letter of recommendation 
from a faculty member who is part 
of the UPI, and a 2,000-word es-
say.

All graduate students applying 

or nominated for the award must 
have a GPA of 3.0 or higher.

John Allison, the former pres-
ident of EIU University Profes-
sionals of Illinois, established the 
scholarship in 2012 to provide fi-
nancial support to graduate stu-
dents. 

Ann Fritz, the president of UPI, 
said no one applied for the award 
last year, but she hopes to see a 
better turnout this academic year.

“Sometimes students as a grad-
uate or undergraduate just don’t 
know about this award,” she said. 
“Here is a possibility to apply for 
an award based on your work.”

Fritz said graduates from all ma-
jors are welcome to apply. 

“One of the things we take for 
granted in our workday (such as) 
an eight hour workday, safe work-
ing conditions, and five-day a work 
week,” Fritz said.  “There is real-
ly a lot of interesting connections 
that can be made across disciplines 
that kind of broaden our knowl-
edge about the scope in organized 

labor. It’s something that could be 
a very interesting piece of work for 
a graduate.”

She said applying for the essay 
contest could serve as a good op-
portunity for graduate students. 

“When you go through a com-
petitive process and your essay 
is being worthy of an award, the 
money involved is not as impor-
tant as that recognition,” Fritz said. 
“I think it is something important 
when graduate students are seeking 
employment or going on to PHD 
programs.” 

All essays will be reviewed by 
members of the Council on Grad-
uate Studies Scholarships Commit-
tee, and will choose a winner based 
on the highest ranked essay. 

Applications or nominations 
will be due at 4:30 p.m. Feb. 27, 
2015, and must be submitted to 
the Dean of the Graduate School.

Debby Hernandez can be
reached at 581-2812

or dhernandez5@eiu.edu.

Graduate School accepting
applications for scholarship

In his email, Perry also praised the stu-
dent body for not reacting as others have 
on social media sites. 

“I know that social media contain in-
flammatory language. Our students have 
not responded in kind,” he said in the 
email. “Rather, they have been responsible 
in their actions, as I am confident they will 
continue to be.” 

Perry later said one of the efforts being 
made involves Making Excellence Inclu-
sive, which is a faculty-lead effort that has 
been in place for about a year and a half. 

He said during the EIUnity Diversi-
ty Conference in February, information 
about the effort was presented. 

The information included the four 
components of Making Excellence Inclu-
sive, which is focusing on student intellec-
tual and social development.

Cross-campus collaboration in support 
of enhanced student learning.

Attention to cultural differences learners 
bring to their educational experiences.

Also, creating a welcoming communi-
ty that engages diversity in support of stu-
dent learning.

Perry said he has met with Making Ex-
cellence Inclusive group and is “very sup-
portive of their goals and work.” 

Perry also encouraged open dialogue in 
his email, which included the administra-
tion working with groups. 

“Of course other individuals in the ad-
ministration are working with groups on 
different aspects of diversity and that work 
will continue,” he said in the email. “I en-
courage continued dialogue. Together, we 
will make progress.”

Bob Galuski can be
reached at 581-2812

or deneic@gmail.com.

The motion for accelerating the appeal 
process also states that the circuit court’s 
ruling creates uncertainty about wheth-
er the State must find alternative means to 
cover the budget shortfall if the contribu-
tion reductions provided by the Act are un-
available. 

The motion also argues that “prompt 
resolution of this appeal will therefore fa-
cilitate critical budget-related decisions that 
depend on whether the Act is valid, in-
cluding whether the State must make cor-
responding long-term reductions in other 
spending or increases in taxes.”

The motion opposition, however, states 
the defendants made “no effort to con-
sult with plaintiffs on any agreed briefing 
schedule prior to filing their motion. The 
reason is obvious. The defendants seek to 
impose a manifestly unfair briefing sched-
ule on the plaintiffs.” 

The widely controversial pension re-
form law, signed last year, was almost im-
mediately met with a lawsuit, as union co-
alitions declared the law unconstitutional. 

In his ruling in November, Belz applied 
Kanerva v. Weems, a Kansas case that decid-
ed whether or not retiree health benefits 
can be reduced, to the pension reform law.

Belz also struck down the argument 
that the pension reform law is an exercise 
of Illinois’ reserved sovereign powers and 
policing powers.

“The Court finds as a matter of law that 
the defendants no legally valid defense,” 
Belz stated in his ruling. “The Pension Pro-
tection Clause contains no exception, re-
striction or limitation for an exercise of the 
State’s police powers or reserved sovereign 
powers.”

Bob Galuski can be reached
at 581-2812 or deneic@gmail.com.

» PROTESTS 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

» PENSION
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MACKENZIE FREUND | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Blake Rowe, a freshman biology major, gives his speech about why smiling is the best medicine at the Speaking 
Contest Tuesday in the auditorium of Buzzard Hall.

Check out our photo 
galleries online!

www.dailyeasternnews.com

A smile a day...
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FOR RENT

581-2812

Are you a landlord with 

apartments available 

for next year?

Get them move-in ready! 
To advertise, call...

Let students know 
by advertising in our 
Classifieds section!

Don’t wait until it’s 
too late!

Rent: Now, Spring 2015, or Fall 2015  
Good Housing, Proven Management 
Housing for 1 from $350-440 
Housing for 2 from $290/person 
Housing for 3 or 4 right next to campus 
 

  

 

1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377 
Charleston, IL 61920 
217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472 

woodrentals.com 

dailyeasternnews.com

read. share. connect.

One person’s trash is 
another’s treasure- 

list your “For Sale” items 
in the Daily Eastern 

News!

Help wanted

R U N

run every day!
$200/mo.
Call Rachel at
581-2816
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217.345.RENT (7368)www.unique-properties.net 

Don’t Miss Out!  Let us show you your new apartment today! 

So Many Locations!    Amazing New Floor Plans!  

 All Inclusive Pricing!   Pet Friendly!   Roommates

For rent

Large 1 and 2 bedroom apartment 
across from Doudna. 217-345-2416
_______________________ 12/10
Available for Fall 2015- 3, 2 and 1 
bedroom apartments and duplex. 
RCRRentals.com  217-345-5832
_______________________ 12/11
Available Fall 2015: 1025 4th St. 5 
BR, 2 full baths, 2 half-baths, washer 
and dryer. (618) 670-4442
_______________________ 12/12

BOWERS RENTALS - FALL 2015: Nice 
1-5 BR homes in great locations close 
to campus! Check out 1011 Grant or 
1532 1st Street! See all our properties 
at eiuliving.com.  Call or text
217-345-4001.
_________________________12/15
BOWERS RENTALS - SPRING SEMES-
TER: Only 1 left! Very nice 1-3 BR Du-
plex! Close to campus! Discounted 
rates! Call or text
217-345-4001. eiuliving.com
_________________________12/15
2015-2016 School year - 1st House 
Across from Lantz on 2nd ST w/ 
Porch Swing. 10 Month, 3 BR UP, 
Bath, Kitchen; 3 BR Down, kitchen, 
bath + 1/2. Large Living Room, 
Wash+Dryer. Price Negotiable. Rich, 
345-6868; or Cell 549-8387
_________________________12/15
NEXT TO DOUDNA AND BUZZARD - 
2, 3, & 4 BR APTS  AT 1812 9th, 3 BR 
AT 1205 Grant - BOTH AVAILABLE JAN-
UARY 2015. sammyrentals.com. CALL 
OR TEXT 217-549-4011 OR MESSAGE 
217-348-0673.
_________________________12/15
FOR 2015-2016:  VERY NICE 1-6 BED-
ROOM HOUSES AND APARTMENTS.  
1/2 BLOCK TO 3 BLOCKS FROM CAM-
PUS.  CALL 217-493-7559.
myeiuhome.com  
_________________________12/15
Available Now - 3 BR Apts., 820 Lin-
coln Ave. All kitchen appliances. 
Water & trash paid. 1 block from 
EIU. 348-7746  
www.CharlestonILApts.com
_________________________12/15
Leasing for Fall 2015. 1, 2 & 3 BR 
units @ 4 great locations.
www.TRICOUNTYMG.com
217-348-1479
_________________________12/15
Available Now - 2 BR Apts. as low as 
$285/person. All appliances, some 
with dishwasher, washer/dryer, or 
garage. Some furnished. Trash paid, 
some with water paid. As close as 3 
blocks to campus. 348-7746  
www.CharlestonILApts.com
_________________________12/15

For rent

EIUStudentRentals.com
217-345-1815
_______________________ 12/15
Awesome 3 BR Townhouse. Call 24 
hours for details 630-505-8374
__________________________ 12/15
 AVAILABLE JANUARY!  Huge luxury 
apts. corner of 4th and Polk at discount-
ed price! Fully furnished, private bath-
rooms, W/D, internet, cable, parking 
and trash included. Roommate match-
ing available! Call before they’re gone! 
217-345-5515
www.MelroseonFourth.com
__________________________ 12/15
Available January 2015 - Deluxe 1 BR 
Apts., 117 W Polk. Stove, fridge, mi-
crowave, dishwasher, washer/dryer. 
Trash paid.
348-7746 
www.CharlestonILApts.com 
__________________________ 12/15
Sign a lease BEFORE Christmas break at 
Melrose on Fourth for a 2 BR, 2 BA first 
floor apartment for the 15-16 school 
year and get a special DISCOUNTED rent! 
Call 217-345-5515 today for details! 
www.MelroseonFourth.com
__________________________ 12/15
3, 4, 5 Bedroom houses available for 
2015-2016 school year. Call 217-962-
0790. Appliances included.
__________________________ 12/15
For 2015 - 1, 2, 3 &4 BR Apts. Carlyle 
Apartments, 348-7746 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________ 12/15
AVAILABLE AUGUST 2015 Studio, 1, 2, 
& 3 bedroom apartments. Great loca-
tions!
ppwrentals.com   217-348-8249
__________________________ 12/15 
2 BR House Close to campus, No pets.  
Trash.  Furnished.  $175/month.
345-7244.
__________________________ 12/15
Village Rentals.  2015-2016 Leasing.  Stu-
dent housing Newly remodeled 1 and 2 
BR apts.  Water and trash included.  2-4 
BR houses, close to campus and pet-
friendly.  217-345-2516
www.charlestonvillagerentals.com
__________________________ 12/15

For rent For rent

Male Roommate needed for Spring/
Summer semester. -- All inclusive 
rent. 549-1449 

5 bedroom house, 1836 11th, $300 
each A/D, W/D, D/W, partial covered 
large patio. 217-345-3273
________________________ 1/13
4-6 bedroom house, 1521 2nd, $300 
each. A/C, W/D, off street parking. 
217-345-3273
________________________ 1/13
6 bedroom house includes a studio 
cottage for 1 (6 total) 1906 11th, 
$325 each. Large yard and patio, 
A/C, D/W, W/D. 217-345-3273
________________________ 1/13

Circulation driver needed for Daily 
Eastern News.  Hours are 5:00 am - 8:00 
am.  Apply in person, 1802 Buzzard 
Hall.  Must be a student and have a val-
id driver’s license.
_________________________12/15
Graphic artist and advertising assistant 
are both needed at The Daily Eastern 
News. Hours vary. Must be a motivated 
team player and have experience, pref-
erably majoring in art/marketing. Ap-
ply in person, 1802 Buzzard Hall. Must 
be a student without a grad assistant-
ship. 
_________________________12/15

UGLY CHRISTMAS SWEATERS AT 
SPENCE’S DOWNTOWN. HURRY! OPEN 
WEDNESDAY THRU SATURDAY 1-5. 
345-1469
_________________________12/11

Announcements

Sublessors

Looking to sublease.  3rd male room-
mate.  1305 4th St.  $450/month (ne-
gotiable).  tapearce@eiu.edu. 
217-493-9264.
_________________________12/15

1, 2, 3, and 4 BEDROOM APARTMENTS

*Quiet
locations

*As low as 
$285/mo each 
person

For appointment 
phone

217-348-7746

820 LINCOLN AVE, CHARLESTON, IL
Office Hours 9-5 M-F, 9-3 Sat

www.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM

Since 1965

“Mike i s  an important 
p a r t  o f 
ou r  r e -
cruiting 
class,” 
Schmitz 
said. 
“We 
love the 
young 
talent-

ed players in this class, but 
needed a big experience arm 
to carry the load on the week-
ends.”

McCormick played his 
high school baseball at Speed-
way High School in Indiana, 
where he was 10-1 with a 
1.07 ERA and 107 strikeouts 
as a senior.  He was named a 
first team All-State selection 
and a member of the Indiana 
North/South All-Star team.

“He has an outstanding 
slider and can really dominate 
a game,” Schmitz said. “He 
means business when he gets 
on the mound and we are ex-
cited to bring his work ethic 
to this program.”

McCormick played his 
high school baseball at Speed-
way High School in Indiana, 
where he was 10-1 with a 
1.07 ERA and 107 strikeouts 
as a senior.  He was named a 

first team All-State selection 
and a member of the Indiana 
North/South All-Star team.

“He has an outstanding 
slider and can really dominate 
a game,” Schmitz said. “He 
means business when he gets 
on the mound and we are ex-
cited to bring his work ethic 
to this program.”

 
Tyler Tesmond

From 
Neuqua 
Valley 
High 
School, 
Ty-
ler Tes-
mond, 
stand-

ing at 6 feet, plays in the out-
field. As a junior, Tesmond hit 
.362, driving in 22 runs, while 
hitting 11 doubles.

He was a first team All-Up-
state Eight selection after lead-
ing the team in batting aver-
age. Tesmond earned All-Area 
honorable mention.  

“Tyler is one of the most 
complete outfielders we have 
signed at EIU,” Schmitz said. 
“He combines power, speed, 
arm and great defense. We are 
losing two outfielders for the 

2016 season, so we are expect-
ing Tyler to come in and play.”

As a sophomore he became 
the team’s designated hitter 
during the playoffs, as Neuqua 
Valley finished fourth in the 
ISHA Class 4A state playoffs.

Dane Toppel 
Dane Toppel plays middle 

infield 
and 
out-
field at 
South 
Elgin 
High 
School. 
Dur-

ing his junior year, he hit .411; 
helping his team place third in 
the IHSA Class 4A state play-
offs.  

Schmitz said Toppel has the 
chance of competing for sever-
al positions because of his ver-
satility.

“Dane brings instant speed 
to our team which is one of 
our many needs,” he said. “He 
can play either infield or out-
field and we will give him a 
shot at both positions.”

Toppel was an All-Confer-
ence and All-Area selection 
scoring 36 runs with 38 stolen 
bases and 19 RBIs.

“Dane’s ability to steal bas-
es and disrupt a game is fun to 
watch,” Schmitz said.

Austin Warrem
The lone left-handed pitcher 

Eastern 
signed 
was 
Austin 
Warrem, 
who 
comes 
from 
Mat-

toon High School. The lefty 
is a two-time All-Apollo Con-
ference selection, posting a 6-1 
record with a 1.75 ERA as a ju-
nior. 

As a sophomore he appeared 
in ten games finishing with a 
5-4 record and 1.68 ERA.   

“Austin has a good feel for 
pitching and is such a compet-
itor on the mound,” Schmitz 
said. “He pitched in all the big 
games for Mattoon High and 
his American Legion team. He 
really knows how to pitch.”

In two seasons, Warrem has 
128 strikeouts in 122 innings 
of work.  

Aldo Soto can be
reached at 581-2812 

or asoto2@eiu.edu.

» RECRUITS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8
McCormick ,  who was  f i rst  at  the  US Naval  Academy,  wi l l  p lay  at  Parkland Col lege in  2015.



By Aldo Soto
Sports Editor | @AldoSoto21

The Eastern football team finished its 
first season with coach Kim Dameron 
with a 5-7 overall record and 5-3 mark in 
the Ohio Valley Conference.

Although the Panthers were in posi-
tion to make a third straight postseason 
appearance before their trip to Jackson-
ville State, they fell short losing the last 
two games of the season.

Finishing below .500, Dameron said 
Eastern did not underachieve or over-
achieve. Instead, he likened the Panthers’ 
season to the philosophy of former NFL 
coach Bill Parcells.

“I’m a big believer in what Bill Parcells 
always has said is that, ‘you are what your 
record says you are,’” Dameron said. “So, 
being a team that won five games we have 
to find a way to win more games than 
that especially in the conference. I don’t 
think the team underachieved or over-
achieved. We were what we were.”

The Panthers began the season under 
an umbrella of question marks. With an 
entire new coaching staff than the previ-
ous regime that won two OVC titles in a 
row, a new offense and a new defense was 
implemented. Eastern saw its most suc-
cessful quarterback go to the New Eng-
land Patriots in the second round of the 
NFL Draft in early May and later that 
month Jalen Whitlow transferred to the 
Panthers, fueling a quarterback battle.

It wasn’t until Eastern hosted Austin 

Peay on Sept. 20, that Dameron decid-
ed to make Whitlow the full-time starter.

“Once we did say, ‘it’s your job,’ his 
confidence level rose,” Dameron said. 
“He wasn’t worried about looking over his 
shoulder and all that.”

Whitlow led the Panthers to a 5-2 
conference record, before getting injured 
against Jacksonville State that forced him 
to sit out Eastern’s season finale against 
Tennessee-Martin. In OVC play, Whit-
low was the fourth-rated passing quarter-
back, averaging 205.9 yards per game.

In his first season at Eastern, Whitlow 
threw 14 touchdown passes,. He was also 
the No. 6 ranked rusher in conference 
play. Whitlow scored 10 rushing touch-
downs, which was the third most by any-
one in the OVC and led the Panthers. 
The Kentucky transfer finished with 534 
rushing yards this season in conference 
and 792 overall.

Whitlow earned All-OVC second 
team honors at the end of the season.

It was a slow start for Whitlow and 
the Panthers, though, as they lost three 
straight games and began the first half of 
the season 1-5.

Dameron said he was most proud of 
the players not quitting after tough first 
half of the year.

“It showed a lot of fight, a lot of char-
acter,” he said. “It showed to me also that 
these players responded to us as a staff and 
never gave up on us and continued to be-
lieve and work.”

Eastern rattled off four straight con-

ference wins before losing 27-20 to the 
Gamecocks on Nov. 15. 

“The biggest thing was that we stuck 
together,” Dameron said. “We never let 
go of the rope. These kids continued to 
believe and work hard and it paid off win-
ning five conference games.”

Following a record-setting season in 
2013 offensively, Eastern followed it up 
with another big season under offensive 
coordinator Greg Stevens. In his pro-style 
offense, the Panthers’ running game flour-
ished, ending the year with the second 
best ground game in the OVC. Against 
their conference foes, the Panthers aver-
aged 286 rushing yards, led by red-shirt 
junior Shepard Little and red-shirt senior 
Taylor Duncan along with Whitlow.

The Panthers had three offensive line-
men earn All-conference honors, as red-
shirt senior Collin Seibert was on the first 
team. Joining him on the second team 
were Nick Borre and Evan Kanz.

Red-shirt senior Adam Drake ended 
the season as one of the top receivers in 
the country, having ended his collegiate 
career ranked in the top-five in every re-
ceiver stat category in the FCS.

Drake was selected to the OVC first 
team, leading the conference with 93 re-
ceptions and 1,321 yards. He also had 12 
touchdowns, which were the second most 
in the conference.

The Panthers will be without Drake 
next year as well as three other receivers 
in Joe Powell, Stephen Bravo-Brown and 
tight end Jeff LePak.

“The guys who catch the ball are going 
to be our biggest losses going into next 
season,” Dameron said.

But, for Dameron this year’s defense, 
which allowed the second fewest points 
in OVC play at 19.9, had the third best 
overall defense giving up 364.2 yards per 
game and surrendered the second fewest 
touchdowns at 16 has the potential to be-
come more dominant.

“It was a marked improvement from 
the defense from the year before statisti-

cally and I think next year even more so 
we’ll continue to get better,” Dameron 
said.

Eastern had two players earn first team 
All-OVC honors in linebacker Kamu 
Grugier-Hill and safety Jourdan Wick-
liffe, while defensive lineman Dino Fan-
ti and linebacker Robert Haynes were 
named to the All-OVC second team.

Aldo Soto can be reached at  
581-2812 or asoto2@eiu.edu.
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By Bob Reynolds
Staff Reporter | @BobReynoldsDEN

The Eastern women’s basketball 
team looks to continue its hot streak 
against the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee at noon on Wednesday in 
Milwaukee.

The Panthers have won their last 
3-of-4 
games, in-
cluding a 
77-66 win 
a t  h o m e 
against 
Nebras-
ka-Oma-
ha, where 
they 
scored 
their most 
points of 
the season. 

Head 
coach 
Debbie 

Black said the confidence level of the 
team is really high at this point in the 
season because of the hot streak her 
team has been on.

“I think they are feeling more 
comfortable in my system,” she said. 
“I have a lot of new players that are 
starting to feel like I am allowing 
more things. I think the confidence 
level is much better now than it was 
at the beginning of the season.”

Milwaukee comes in with a 2-5 re-
cord overall and having just lost to 
Omaha 64-61 on a 3-point buzzer 
beater shot. Being three games under 
.500, Black said do not take Milwau-
kee lightly. 

“They are very talented,” she said. 
“They have a lot of weapons. Every-
one can shoot the three on their team. 
They are going to switch everything. 
They just came off a loss, which they 
probably are very disappointed in, so 
they are going to very focused on this 
one at home. We are really going to 
have to be ready to play.”

One of those weapons Black men-
tioned was Ashley Green, who is aver-

aging 23.3 points a game this season. 
She is shooting 13-of-25 from the 
3-point line and 50 percent from the 
floor. She also has a 79.1 free throw 
percentage. 

Milwaukee is averaging 67.3 points 
per game, while allowing 70.4 a game 
to opponents. In the last game against 
Omaha, the Panthers were just shy of 
having six players in double figures, 
and had 16 assists.

Black said she was impressed with 
the way her team shared the ball and 
was able to put points on the board.

“When we share the ball, when we 
defend, when everyone gets involved, 
we are a good basketball team,” she 
said. “I think we are just starting to 
feel that, so hopefully that continues.”

Eastern forward Sabina Oroszova 
came out of her slump in the game on 
Friday.

She scored 19 points and corralled 
12 rebounds, and moved into the 
top 20 in two NCAA statistical cat-
egories. She ranks 18th in the nation 
in rebounds per game with 10.9 and 
also 18th in double-doubles per game 
with her fourth of the season coming 
on Friday.

While struggling to start the season 
and now returning back to her old 
form, Black said Oroszova just needs 

to relax and play the game. 
“Now that everyone contribut-

ed last game, I think that helps Sabi 
more,” she said. “It helps, because it 
makes her feel like the weight is not 
all on her shoulders. Anytime you can 
extend the defense, you are playing 
good basketball.”

Bob Reynolds can 
be reached at 581-2812 

or rjreynolds@eiu.edu. 

JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Nebraska-Omaha guard Brianna Bogard powers to the basket against freshman guard Bh’rea Griffin during the Panthers’ 77-66 win on Friday at Lantz 
Arena.

JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Junior quarterback Jalen Whitlow runs with the ball down field against 
Austin Peay on Sept. 21 at O’Brien Field. Whitlow set an Eastern record, 
with 137 rushing yards by a quarterback, as the Panthers won 63-7.

Panthers stick together after 1-5 start

Eastern prepares for afternoon game

WEDNESDAY
NOON



By Blake Nash
Staff Reporter | @Banash5

California-Davis defeated the Eastern 
men’s basketball team 80-70 Tuesday for the 
second time this season. 

The Aggies’ Corey Hawkins, the son of 
NBA great Per-
cy Hawkins, led 
UC-Davis, which 
finished the game 
shooting near-
ly 60 percent 
from the field. 
Hawkins ended 
the game with 19 
points.

T h e  l o s s 
dropped the Pan-
thers to 3-6 on 
the season and 
0-3 on the road. 
The Aggies, pre-
dicted to finish 
seventh in the Big 
West conference, 
moved to 7-1.

Senior shoot-
ing guard Reggie Smith did not start, but led 
the Panthers in scoring with 16 points, in-
cluding 10 in the first half. Forward Trae An-
derson and Chris Olivier finished with 12 
points apiece for Eastern. However, Ander-
son picked up his fourth foul with 18:46 left 
in the second half.

He fouled out with nearly six minutes re-
maining. Anderson only played 14 minutes.

Before he fouled out, the Panthers missed 
on four of five possessions, forcing Eastern 
coach Jay Spoonhour to call timeout. The 
timeout resulted in a layup by point guard 
Cornell Johnston, but Hawkins continued 
his solid night with a pair of jumpers.

The Aggies, who started the game on a 
5-0 run, took advantage of that situation 
for a 6-0 run to start the second half, giving 
them a 41-32 lead. Dylan Chatman gave 
the Panthers their first points in the half on a 

three, but UC-Davis responded with a pair 
of jump shots for a 45-35 lead.

That is when LaTrell “Snoop” Viser hit 
a 3-pointer after a couple of Panthers’ buck-
ets to bring Eastern back within two, but 
Hawkins responded with a three of his own, 
giving his team back a five-point lead. Two 
possession later, he hit another to give the 
Aggies a 55-48 lead. 

The Panthers switched from a 2-3 zone 
to a man defense to slow down the Aggies’ 
surge. It helped spark the offense to a 4-0 
run, making it a 59-55 ballgame, after a pair 
of free throws by Olivier. Anderson returned 
into the game and responded with a layup 
to make it a 61-57 Aggie lead.

The Aggies offense shot nearly 70 per-
cent of their shots in the second half. Spoon-

hour was forced to have the Panthers press 
them at the end, but the clock became an 
issue. 

Like Anderson, Josh Ritchart was the Ag-
gies’ leading scorer when he was hit with 
four fouls in the second half. His absence 
in the post enabled Anderson and Olivier 
to pick up second chance rebounds to trim 
the deficit.

The Panthers’ bench once again had a 
solid night, outscoring the Aggies by four 
points, 24-20. The Panthers next game starts 
at 7 p.m. Saturday at Lantz Arena against 
Northern Illinois. 

Blake Nash can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or banash@eiu.edu.
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@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: The #EIU men’s basketball team lost 80-70 to UC-Davis Tuesday night.

JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Cornell Johnston, a guard, looks to pass the ball in the game against Ball State University Wednesday in Lantz Arena. Johnston had 7 assists in the win.

3-6, 0-0 (OVC)

7-1, 0-0 
(BIG WEST)

70

80

Aggies’ shooting stumps Panthers

By Aldo Soto
Sports Editor | @AldoSoto21

T h e  E a s t e r n  b a s e b a l l  t e a m 
signed nine players for its 2016 
roster, which includes three pitch-
ers and six position players.

The three pitchers who com-
mitted to Eastern are Cole Berry, 
Michael McCormick and Austin 
Warrem, while the position players 
who signed on to the Panthers are, 
Jordan Flint, Zack Forney, Jimmy 
Govern, Nick Maton, Tyler Tes-
mond and Dane Toppel.

Eastern’s pitching coach and re-
cruiting coordinator Jason Ander-
son was able to have his first full 
year of recruiting after being hired 
prior to the 2013 season. 

“The hardest part of the recruit-
ing process is getting out on the 
road and identifying good play-
ers that fit well into our program,” 
Anderson said. “We really did well 
with this class and we have high ex-
pectations for the group.”

Anderson said Eastern was able 
to nab a couple of players who 
were receiving calls from bigger 
programs in the area.

“Nick Maton and Cole  Ber -
ry are guys that received attention 
from Big Ten schools, but decided 
that EIU was where they wanted to 
play,” he said.

Despite being able to convince a 
couple of highly recruited players, 
Anderson said there are always cas-
es where the team thinks that a cer-

tain recruit will sign, but ultimate-
ly decides to go in a different di-
rection.

“You always have some surprises 
throughout the process, you make 
offers to players based on an as-
sumption that is a good fit for both 
sides,” Anderon said. “Sometimes 
players don’t always see things the 
same way and commit to other 
places.”

Eastern coach Jim Schmitz said 
Anderson did a great job recruiting 
the state of Illinois.

“This was Jason’s first full year 
recruiting and through his rela-
tionship building were able to land 
some top players from top pro-
grams in the state,” Schmitz said in 
a press release. “We are really excit-
ed to land such a great class.”

Cole Berry
Out of St. Joseph-Ogden High 

School, Cole 
B e r r y  i s  a 
6-foot-4, 
right-hand-
ed  p i t cher. 
He was a first 
team All-San-
gamon Valley 
Conference 

selection last season and special men-
tion All-Area. 

“Cole is probably the sleeper in this 
group,” Schmitz said.

The right-hander appeared in 13 
games as a junior with an 8-1 record 
and 1.42 ERA. Berry allowed 11 hits 

in 29.2 innings, while striking out 48 
batters. He also hit .500 with 20 runs 
scored, nine doubles, 28 RBIs and 10 
stolen bases.  

“He is a big kid that has been up to 
91 mph,” Schmitz said. “He pitched 
for St. Joseph-Ogden who had a top 
arm last year and he was overlooked 
until late in the recruiting process. We 
project him to be a top arm in the fu-
ture.”

He helped lead his team to the 
IHSA Class 2A Regional finishing 
with a 32-3 record.

Jordan Flint
A corner infielder and catcher, Jor-

dan Flint hails from Bartlett High 
School. He hit .306 with three home 
runs and 17 RBIs as a junior, helping 
lead his team to a IHSA Class 4A Re-
gional appearance.  

After the 2015 season, the Panthers 
will lose Brant Valach to graduation. 
With the loss, Schmitz said he views 
Flint as the ideal player to fill in the 
hole at third base after Valach leaves.

“We are counting on Jordan to fill 
some big shoes,” Schmitz said. “He 
has soft hands and can really run for 
a big guy. Jordan is a prototype third 
baseman, as he stands 6-foot-4 and 
hits with power.”

Flint also played football and 
was the starting quarterback in high 
school.

Zack Forney
At 5-foot-10, catcher Zack For-

ney plays for coach Don Sutherland 

at Carey-Grove High School. He 
played in the 
s um m er  f o r 
the Pro Player 
Canes and had 
a breakout per-
formance, hit-
ting .360 with 
14 runs scored, 
four doubles 

and six stolen bases.
Schmitz said Forney could help 

stop teams from stealing bases in the 
Ohio Valley Conference.

“Zach is a great catch and throw 
guy – in the OVC, many of the teams 
run a lot so he will be an asset in shut-
ting them down on the base paths,” 
he said. “He is an intelligent, hard 
nose ballplayer.”

Jimmy Govern
From Libertyville High School, 

Jimmy Govern helped lead his team 
to the IHSA Class 4A Regional last 
year hitting .387 with 39 runs scored, 
eight doubles and 24 RBIs as the team 
posted a 36-5 record.

He earned first team All-Confer-
ence while being named honorable 
mention All-Area.

“I saw Jimmy play in the Illinois 
High School State Tournament as a 
sophomore and knew he was a Divi-
sion I player,” Schmitz said. “He not 
only plays a great shortstop but is 
ready offensively to hit at this level.”

As a sophomore he helped Liber-
ty High School reach the state finals 
for the second time in school histo-

ry. Govern hit .377 with 21 RBIs and 
was an All-Conference honoree.

Nick Maton
A 6-foot-2, shortstop Nick Ma-

ton currently 
plays for coach 
Pat Moomey at 
Chatham Glen-
w o o d  H i g h 
School. He hit 
.350 with 34 
runs scored and 
24 RBIs, earn-

ing first team All-Conference hon-
ors. Maton added 13 stolen bases and 
hit six home runs.

Schmitz said some of his current 
players were vital to recruiting Maton.

“He played summer ball with a few 
of our players and they helped con-
vince him to come to EIU,” he said. 
“He is a great defensive infielder who 
can steal bases and hit with pop. He 
will give us the power we will lose 
from the left side.”

Maton also pitched and posted a 
4-0 record with 45.2 innings pitched, 
compiling a 1.53 ERA. He struck out 
46 batters, while allowing 35 hits.

Michael McCormick
Right-handed pitcher Michael Mc-

Cormick began his collegiate career at 
the US Naval Academy. The 6-foot-2, 
pitcher will play for Parkland College 
in 2015, before joining the Panthers 
for the 2016 season.

Baseball team adds 9 players to 2016 recuriting class
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