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VALENTINE’S DAY

Charleston warms up with love

McCann family to sue Graywood

UPI contract ratification in sight

By Desiree Morris 
Staff Reporter

Charleston is warming up with love for Val-
entine’s Day in spite of the snow and ice left over 
from the freezing winter temperatures.

Ashley Grant, a sophomore elementary educa-
tion, was at the ITC Buzzard Hall Computer Lab, 
where she was putting the �nishing touches on her 
�ancé’s Valentine’s Day gift. She drew Lightening 
McQueen from the 2006 Disney Pixar �lm Cars. 
She decided to draw her �ancé this picture because 
it is his favorite movie and she thought this was a 

great way to get him something he liked without 
having to spend money.

To complement her personalized gift, she also 
plans to have a romantic dinner at the Olive 
Garden, 30 E. Anthony Drive, in Champaign.

Andy DeJong, a junior psychology major, 
also plans to take his long-term girlfriend to 
dinner at the Olive Garden for Valentine’s Day.

Jason Hodges, the manager of the Olive Gar-
den, said that he is expecting Valentine’s Day to 
boost business at his restaurant. �e wait for a 
table could be anywhere from half an hour to 
two hours. To try to move things along a little 

faster, Hodges said they do not take dinner res-
ervations on Valentine’s Day.

Megan Yonaka, a junior elementary educa-
tion major, is not going to let her single status 
halt her plans for Valentine’s Day. She plans to 
go to dinner at Bu�alo Wild Wings, 124 Dettro 
Drive, Mattoon, tonight with a close friend of 
hers.

Jason Foley, the manager of Buffalo Wild 
Wings, said he noticed the weekend before Val-
entine’s Day is usually when there is a rush of 
people versus on the actual holiday. 

By Elizabeth Edwards 
City Editor 

The family of Paul McCann filed a lawsuit 
against the Graywood Foundation, �ursday.

�e wrongful death lawsuit alleges that Gray-
wood failed to protect McCann, a developmental-
ly disabled man, from the abuse he received from 
two caregivers.

McCann, 42, from Joliet, was beaten at a Gray-
wood group home on Jan. 19 at 203 W. Grant 
Ave.

Later, McCann would die on Jan. 23 from in-
jures he su�ered from the beating.

�e two Graywood caregivers, Keyun D. New-
ble and Marquis A. Harmon, have been arrested 
and formally charged with �rst-degree murder.

Attorneys from Naperville, Shawn Collins and 
Edward Manzke, who represent the McCann fam-
ily, said the Graywood had a “culture of abuse.”

“Graywood knew and tolerated the abuse of res-
idents by employees,” Collins said.

�e lawsuit, that was �led �ursday, will allege 
that McCann was tortured and beaten for approx-
imately 45 minutes and su�ered more than 13 rib 
fractures from the beating.

According to the lawsuit, Graywood employees 
used torture-like methods as means of disciplining 
residents.

Before the beating, McCann was tortured by 
having to outstretch his hands while the employees 
placed books on his arms until he dropped them.

Collins said the goal of the lawsuit is to seek the 
truth and to make sure that this type of abuse will 
not happen in other facilities like Graywood.

“�e �rst step for getting justice for Paul is seek-
ing the truth,” Collins said.

Also, the lawsuit will allege that McCann had 
been abused before the Jan. 19 beating. Kathleen 

Slovick, McCann’s sister, noticed McCann had 
broken his nose in April 2010.   In response to 
McCann’s broken nose, the Illinois Department 
of Human Services sent Lois McCann, Paul Mc-
Cann’s  mother, a four-word letter response that 
stated, “�e �ndings were unfounded.”

After the incident, Lois McCann said she began 

looking into other group homes for her son. Lois 
McCann found a place in Joliet and scheduled 
Paul McCann for a visit on Dec. 9, 2010, but Paul 
McCann refused to go. Lois McCann said that he 
did not want to leave his friends the he made in 
Charleston.

By Shelley Holmgren 
Administration Editor

Members of Eastern's chapter of the 
University Professionals of Illinois are 
in the process of voting to ratify the 
contract agreement that has been long 
awaited.

Chemistry professor Jon Blitz, the 
UPI/EIU chief negotiator, said Wednes-
day will be the final day for members 
to submit their votes; he expects the 
counting to be �nalized that evening.

If the UPI membership votes to ap-
prove the contract, which Blitz ex-
pects will occur, it will next move to the 
Board of Trustees for approval.

The Board of Trustees will have a 
special meeting to make this decision 
at 9 a.m. on Feb. 23 in the E�ngham 
Room of the Martin Luther King Jr. 
University Union.

Blitz said it is the UPI's goal to have 
the contract approved in order for uni-
versity employees to see the negotiated 
raises reflected in their February pay-
checks, “but I don't know if that is go-
ing to happen.”

In the tentative agreement, the Unit 
A and Unit B faculty will receive a 1.5 
percent increase retroactive for this year, 
and a 1.25 percent increase next year.

History professor Sace Elder said she 
is satis�ed with the contract given the 

economic circumstances.
“Overall, we got a contract that re-

�ects our concerns that lays the ground-
work for future negotiations,” she said.

However, one aspect that Elder wish-
es the contract did address was the en-
croachment of the Continuing Educa-
tion program into the curriculum of the 
rest of the university.

“One of the things I'm concerned 
about is that continuing education 
is offering more and more classes 
that undergraduates are taking, rath-
er than being limited to being o�ered 
for non-traditional students,” she 
said. “I am not satis�ed that there are 
institutional protections to prevent 

students from �ocking to the less ex-
pensive continuing education cours-
es.”

The School of Continuing Edu-
cation extends the academic resourc-
es in a cost-e�cient manner to 

provide access to on and o�-campus 
programs for the adult/nontraditional 
students in the state and beyond, ac-
cording to the school's mission state-
ment.

UPI, page 5

“Overall, we got a contract 
that reflects our concerns that 
lays the groundwork for future 
negotiations.”  
Sace Elder, history professor
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Facebook 
official: ‘it’s 
complicated’
Nike Ogunbodede 
Student Government Editor

The easiest way to know who is getting 
chocolates and flowers on Valentine’s Day is 
to look on Facebook.  

Alex Boyd, a sophomore political science 
major, broke up with his girlfriend, Holly 
Henry, over the summer, but chose to leave it 
up to her to end things on Facebook.

“I didn’t update it on Facebook because I 
knew that she would,” Boyd said.

Henry, a sophomore political science ma-
jor, changed her status from “in a relationship 
with Alex Boyd” to “single” the next day. 

Henry said she was much less upset about 
the break up and more upset about what it 
meant for her Valentine’s Day. 

“I bought a really awesome (Valentine’s 
Day) card, and then I didn’t have anyone to 
give it to,” Henry said. 

Henry and Boyd later chose to get back to-
gether and made it “Facebook official” again a 
few months later.

Henry said most of her friends were kind of 
confused and wondered why they had not up-
date their status earlier.

Henry and Boyd celebrated their 13-month 
anniversary on Friday.

Being “Facebook official” is one of the first 
ways of declaring the beginning of a new re-
lationship, but some Eastern students are be-
ing hit with wave after wave of their friends’ 
changing relationship statuses. 

Valerie Metz, a freshman elementary educa-
tion major, has been a recipient of her young-
er siblings relationship change updates.

“Occasionally, I’ll get updates every 30 sec-
onds from my brothers,” Metz said. “It’s real-
ly annoying.”

When Facebook helped cause the end of 
one of her relationships, Latoya Mingo, a se-
nior psychology major, chose not to announce 
her new relationship via Facebook. 

“It seems like when you change your rela-
tionship (status) people try to get into your 
business and that causes trouble,” Mingo said.

While in her other “Facebook official” re-
lationship, Mingo would receive E-mails and 
Facebook messages from other girls telling her 
that her then boyfriend was cheating on her.

FACEBOOK, page 5

AUDREY SAWYER | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Lois McCann, the mother of Paul McCann, who was murdered at the Graywood Foundation 
home on Jan. 23, tears up as she talks about her son during the press conference Thursday at 
the Worthington Inn. 

RELATIONSHIPS

GRAYWOOD, page 5

LOVE, page 5

Happy Valentine’s Day!Happy Valentine’s Day!Happy Valentine’s Day!Happy Valentine’s Day!
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FRIDAY

4 p.m. Healthy Cooking 101
 Healthy Cooking 101 is a four-

week series of cooking classes held 
in Klehm Hall, Room 2309.

4:45 p.m. Anti-Valentines 
Carman Hall is hosting Anti-

Valentines Day where students can 
make voodoo dolls.

2 p.m.  Microsoft Word 
Booth Library is hosting a 

workshop on how to better use the 
features in Microsoft Word 2007.

4 p.m. Career Fair advice
Students can gain advice rang-

ing from how to dress to how to 
act at Career Services.

7 p.m. EIU Film Society 
�e EIU Film Society is showing 

classic and contemporary �lms from 
all over the world every Wednesday in 
the Coleman Hall Auditorium. 

If you want to add to the tap, please 
e-mail dennewsdesk@gmail.com or call 
581-7942.

Partly Cloudy
High: 43°
Low: 23°

Partly Cloudy
High: 47°
Low: 40°

TODAY TUESDAY

EIU weather

Blog: Crazy CommentsBlog: Crazy Comments

Blog: Crazy Comments

           MONDAY              TUESDAY          WEDNESDAY

what's on tap

KIM FOSTER | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Zach Schafer, 8, celebrates after winning a gift basket containing a video game 
programming kit and candy Saturday at the Students Involved with Technology 
Conference for Kids in Buzzard Hall.

For the win!

Blog: Crazy Comments

To punctuate or not to punctuate? �at is the question in 
this week’s crazy comment blog. Online Editor Julia Carluc-
ci shares her opinion on when and where you need punctua-
tion online. Read the Crazy Comment Blog: Punctu-when? 
At DENNews.com

“Hello there! It’s time again to look at another crazy com-
ment from DENNews.com. �is week’s comment is from 
the Sta� Editorial: Why are we still parking on ice rinks?

The comment was posted by a “John Poshepny” that 
same day it was published. His comment reads “Regarding 
the salt my guess is that they don't use road salt and regular 
salt when it gets this cold doesn't do crap.” 

The problem? It’s online with little punctuation; John 
only has the period at the end of his sentence. �e comment 
directly following his does address that issue in a less than 
polite way. �is is a reminder to everyone that posts online 
that your grammar can be attacked at any time.”

ONLINE

programming kit and candy Saturday at the Students Involved with Technology 
Conference for Kids in Buzzard Hall.

EIU History Lesson

2007 All classes were canceled on Eastern's campus because of 
the weather for the �rst time in 25 years. 

1994 Eastern men's basketball stretched their winning streak to 
three games after beating Austin Peay in Lantz Arena. 

1986 �e Council on Academic A�airs considered letting pro-
fessors drop students who miss 25 percent of the class.
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CLARIFIC ATION

   In Thursday’s edition of the Daily Eastern News, 
the story titled “Student trades cornfields for moun-
tains,” was missing information. Applications for the 
National Student Exchange Program are now avail-
able and are due Feb. 15. Anyone interested in par-
ticipating in the National Student Exchange program 
should contact Margaret Messer at the Honors Col-
lege. 
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Got Ads?
Then

call: 581-2816

KIMBERLY FOSTER | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Senior applied engineering and technology major Dominique Jones, stage 
name Ella Latonya, performs her poem "Frozen History" Thursday at Uni-
versity Board's Spoken Word Poetry Slam in 7th Street Underground. 

AFRIC AN AMERIC AN HERITAGE MONTH

By Seth Schroeder 
Activities Editor 

The members of the University 
Board will begin collecting student se-
crets today until Friday.  

The collection is part of Eastern's 
PostSecret display starting on Feb. 21, 
where students’ secrets will be featured 
in the Martin Luther King Jr. University 
Union Bridge Lounge.  

There will be a table set up in the 
Bridge Lounge where students can 
anonymously give a confession. �ere 
will also be an envelope in the Union's 
Student Activities Center where stu-
dents can drop o� their secrets. 

Alyssa Anderson, a senior psychol-
ogy major and the vice president of 
the UB, said the display is based o� of 
Frank Warren's PostSecret communi-
ty art project. Warren's displays are de-
veloped from secrets sent in from all 
over the world. �ese ongoing projects 
have been featured in cities throughout 
America. The secrets sent in are often 
written on postcards that are decorated 

in unique ways. 
The members of the UB have con-

templated bringing Warren to East-
ern. However, Anderson said they felt 
it would be easier to do a display that 
just included Eastern. �e display will 
be on smaller scale as it will only feature 
the secrets of Eastern students and that 
it will be “homegrown.”  

�e table will include materials such 
as markers, construction paper, maga-
zines and glue but Anderson said that 
students also can drop o� postcards they 
have already decorated. 

 “It gives students a chance to be cre-
ative... For some people it may be em-
barrassing, but for others it might help 
relieve tension to express their secrets, ” 
Anderson said. 

Anderson said the UB is still decid-
ing how to organize the event. She said 
students' secrets will either be strung 
along the Bridge Lounge or posted on 
signposts. 

Seth Schroeder can be reached at 
581-2812 or scschroeder@eiu.edu.

ANTI-VALENTINE’S DAY

Carman Hall voodoo dolls 
are alternative to romance 

By Amanda Walsh  
Staff Reporter

For African American Heritage 
Month, Malik Yusef talked to Eastern 
about racism and writing during the 
cultural arts Poety Slam.

Yusef is a poet and musician, and 
has worked with many famous names 
such as Kanye West, Adam Levine, 
Jennifer Hudson, John Legend and 
Commons.  

Yusef said he is inspired to write by 
everything in his life.

 “No matter what you do, be en-
lightened by it,” Yusef said to the 
crowd during his performance.

He also talked about Black Histo-
ry month and the problem of racism. 

“Racism only works in one direc-
tion, down,” Yusef said.

Cynthia Libby, a sophomore fami-
ly and consumer sciences major, said 
she came out to listen the students 
perform.

“(I) came out tonight because I 
thought it was a good chance to hear 
talented writers and their opinions on 
matters, such as black history month,” 
Libby said. 

Libby said she was impressed the 
University Board and the Black Stu-
dent Union were able to bring Yusef 
to campus.

“He’s a really talented man, who 
has come a far way and accomplished 
a lot,” Libby said.

The University Board and The 
Black Student Union hosted the slam.  
Many came out to recite poems they 
had written and to listen to poems by 
their peers.  

Dominique Jones, a senior applied 
engineering and technology major, 
performed two poems titled “Frozen 
History” and “Dressed in all Black.”  

“My poem ‘Frozen History’ was 
written about five days ago, and my 
inspiration was really just black histo-
ry month,” Jones said. 

She said her inspiration for 
“Dressed in all Black” came from her 
hometown of Chicago.

“I always heard about violence 
which inspired me, and the boy 
who was murdered at Finger High 
School,” she said. 

Jones has been writing for about a 
year and she was encouraged to write 
by friends.

Amanda Walsh can be reached 
at 581-2812 or atwalsh@eiu.edu.

Guest poet talks about racism at Poetry Slam

SECRET COLLEC TION

By Rachel Rodgers 
Campus Editor

�e Carman Hall Dining Center is 
providing an opportunity for students 
to express their anti-Valentine’s day 
sentiments by creating voodoo dolls.

Kadija Stallings, a freshman visu-
al arts major, said making anti-Val-
entine’s Day voodoo dolls would be a 
fun way to let out stress.

“�e voodoo dolls would be a good 
opportunity for people like me that 
don’t have a Valentine to just unwind 
and do something humorous,” Stall-
ings said.

The Carman Hall Dining Cen-
ter hosted this event in past years and 
provided students with straws, cotton 
balls, assorted fabrics, pantyhose, pipe 
cleaners and other decorative mate-
rials to create an anti-Valentine voo-
doo doll. 

Taylor Davis, a sophomore com-
munications major, said Valentine’s 
Day was invented by candy and card-
board companies to sell more prod-
ucts and it puts a lot of pressure on 
people to spend money in general on 
things like chocolates and cards.

“I think the voodoo doll activity is 
a new, creative way for people to ex-
press their opinion on Valentine’s Day 
without all of the cheesy pink and red 
hearts,” Davis said.

Students can make an anti-Valen-
tine’s Day voodoo doll in the Carman 
Hall Dining Center at a designated 
table where materials are available.

Destiny Winford, a freshman psy-
chology major, said Valentine’s Day 
has become overrated because instead 
of enjoying a fun holiday, a lot of peo-
ple stress out with randomly trying to 
�nd someone to be their Valentine. 

“As a child, Valentine’s Day was a 
lot of fun with little Valentine cards 

and school parties, but as you get old-
er all of the fun gets sucked out of it 
because of the pressure of finding a 
Valentine,” Winford said.

Stallings agreed.
“Valentine’s Day has become very 

commercial where people take it real-
ly seriously and waste money so the 
anti-Valentine voodoo doll activity 
should be a great way to make fun of 
Valentine’s Day and all its craziness,” 
Stallings said.

Students can create an anti-Valen-
tine voodoo doll today between 4:45 
to 8 p.m., which are Carman Hall’s 
regular dinner hours. 

Along with the voodoo doll activ-
ity, an anti-Valentine’s Day meal is 
available at Carman during dinner 
hours and the meal includes broken 
heart cookies. 

Rachel Rodgers can be reached 
at 581-7942 or rjrodgers@eiu.edu.

Student confessional 
art to unite campus



If you’ve been paying any attention to Egypt, 
you have just witness one of the monumental 
moments in modern history. You saw a people, 
fed up with decades of poverty and indignity, 
peaceably assemble to demand the democratic 
means to reclaim their future. 

You saw an authoritarian government crack 
down, sending out violent thugs in hopes of 
bloodying the hands and sullying the hearts of 
the protestors. Finally, you saw the protesters 
redouble their e�orts and oust their iron-�sted 
Pharaoh, rejoicing that their dreams of a demo-
cratic future might soon be realized.

�at is, unless you were watching Fox News. 
�e folks over at Fox didn’t quite know what to 
do with Egypt for the �rst few days. On the one 
hand, it was Arab unrest that threatened the 
government of a U.S ally—a scary story that 
was right in their wheelhouse. 

On the other hand, these were protests 
aimed at overthrowing a dictator and creating 
democratic reforms, and Fox spent most of the 
past 10 years telling its viewers that such a cause 
was worthy enough to justify the war in Iraq. 
And top Republicans were keeping mum on the 
issue, so there weren’t even any talking points 
to repeat. 

Not sure what to make of the story, Fox de-
voted relatively little coverage to the Egyptian 
protests. But then, about a week in, they �nally 
found their angle: the ominous-sounding, free-
dom-hating Moslem Brotherhood. 

Suddenly, Fox was all over the Egyptian re-
volt, and invited every guest it could �nd to 
paint the peaceful protests as the Brotherhood’s 

perfect path to power. 
�e truth is the Moslem Brotherhood was 

not a signi�cant force in organizing the protests 
and held remarkably little sway among the pro-
testors. 

�ey were the only real political party in 
Egypt other than Mubarak’s, not because they 
represented the major political ideology, but 
because the constitution banned other parties 
from organizing. Compared to other Islamic 
political parties in the region, the Brotherhood 
is quite tame. 

Regardless, the revolt and the political awak-
ening has largely been shaped by Egypt’s youth, 
and they don’t seem to have much a�ection for 
the Brotherhood’s ideology. Now that the Egyp-
tian constitution has been dissolved and polit-
ical parties will be allowed to organize, things 
don’t look very good for the Brotherhood.

But Fox never let facts get in the way of a 
good narrative. In presenting the movement 
as radically Islamic, Fox was able to root for 
Mubarak without appearing to be siding against 
basic democratic principles. 

With their inveterate boogie man, the rad-

ical Islamist, so de�ned, Fox was the only 
large, Western news outlet regularly defend-
ing Mubarak to the very end. Soon, politicians 
showed up in their studios admonishing Pres-
ident Obama for abandoning “our friend and 
ally” Hosni Mubarak.

�e Republicans are missing an opportunity 
to solve one of their biggest problems. �e Re-
publican primaries are only months away, and 
the party still has yet to produce a viable candi-
date with enough name recognition, experience 
and intelligence to beat Obama in 2012. 

I think I know just the guy for the job. He 
just went into a forced retirement, but he still 
longs to be a leader. He spent most of his life 
in politics, but he’s no Washington insider. He 
loves his constitution (or did, before it recently 
disappeared). And he has become disillusioned 
with Obama’s brand of “change.”

I think the nation would love to see a 
Mubarak/Palin 2012 campaign. He has a lot 
in common with her previous running mate, 
John McCain, who was also an elderly veteran 
who can’t tell when he has overstayed his wel-
come. Mubarak is also likely to win just about 
as much of the youth vote as McCain.

Whether or not the Mubarak/Palin cam-
paign is the best chance for the GOP to reclaim 
the White House, I cannot say. I can, howev-
er, promise that it would be Palin’s best reali-
ty show yet.

Dave Balson is a junior journalism major. He 
can be reached at 581-2812  
or DENopinions@gmail.com.
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Graywood 
should have 
been closed 
after ‘08 death

On Jan. 19, a developmentally disabled 
man was beaten in a Graywood home in 
Charleston. 

Paul McCann, 42, was beaten for approx-
imately 45 minutes, and su�ered 13 rib frac-
tures from the attack, according to reports. 
Later, McCann would die from those injuries.

One current and one former Eastern stu-
dent have been arrested in connection with 
McCann’s death. Marquis A. Harmon and 
Keyun Newble, Graywood employees, have 
been formally charged with �rst-degree mur-
der. After McCann’s death, the Illinois Depart-
ment of Human Services moved quickly to ter-
minate Graywood’s contract. 

In a press release, the department would 
cite “recent allegations” and “other serious 
tragic incidents” as reasons for terminating 
Graywood’s contract. 

Yet, what exactly does the department mean 
by “other serious tragic incidents”? 

�is is the second murder that has hap-
pened in a Graywood facility in last three 
years.  On Aug. 24, 2008, Dustin Higgins, 
21, was brutally beaten in a Graywood home. 
According to reports, two residents of Gray-
wood beat Higgins. �e residents, Edward 
Flexter and Robert T. Gardner, said that two 
other Graywood employees provoked them. 

After the tragic death of Higgins, an investi-
gation was conducted by the O�ce of Inspec-
tor General into the facilities of Graywood. 

According to the human rights report, the 
O�ce of Inspector General found six sus-
tained accounts of abuse committed by sta� at 
other residences that are owned by the Gray-
wood Foundation. �e department had evi-
dence that Graywood had a culture of abuse, 
yet the department kept Graywood open and 
now McCann is dead.  Why would IDHS cite 
other tragic incidents yet not close Graywood 
before? Developmentally disabled individu-
als such as Higgins and McCann should have 
lived in a safe, stable environment. 

One death of an individual in Graywood’s 
is inexcusable, but two in the last three years is 
criminal. 

Families like the McCann’s and the Hig-
gins’ should be able to entrust their loved ones 
in state group homes with the understanding 
their loved ones will be given the utmost care 
and protection. 

Graywood failed McCann and Higgins. 
�e state failed McCann and Higgins. Now, 
with the closure of Graywood, questions need 
to be answered for the families of Higgins and 
McCann. 

But most importantly questions need to 
be answered for the other 52 adults and 16 
youths that are currently living in the Gray-
wood homes. 

As a society, we need to protect those indi-
viduals that cannot protect themselves.  We 
need to understand what went wrong with 
Graywood and make sure tragedies like this 
never happen again.

FROM THE EASEL
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We the authors of the Student Senate Park-
ing Resolution would like to take this op-
portunity to clarify the information that was 
printed in yesterday’s DEN.

First and foremost, we are not aiming to 
change the distribution of parking in every lot 
on campus. 

We are only focusing on three lots that are 
problematic.  

�ese lots are the S, W, and 9th Street lots. 
Additionally, we are not proposing that Up-

perclassmen be ticketed for parking in Under-
classmen parking spots campus-wide; however, 
we are proposing that Upperclassmen be tick-
eted for parking in the S and W lots. 

Furthermore, we are not complaining that 
the current parking permit fee needs to be 
lowered; we simply believe that the service re-
ceived by paying the fee needs to be fair and 
improved.

Finally, the plan was never to introduce the 
Parking Resolution at last night’s Student Sen-

ate meeting.  
As the plan currently stands, we will intro-

duce the resolution at the February 16th Stu-
dent Senate meeting. 

We encourage students to come and express 
their opinions at this meeting.

�is resolution is not geared to be an at-
tack on Sta� and Upperclassman parking as 
some people have claimed, it is simply geared 
to work to �x the #1 student complaint on 
campus. 

For example, in a strip of roughly 15 sta� 
parking spots in the W and 9th Street parking 
lots no more than two sta� members can be 
found parked there daily. 

�is occurs while ample sta� parking can be 
found just feet away.

Sincerely,
Zachary D. Samples,

Kaci A. Abolt,
James C. Patton, Jr.

LET TERS TO THE EDITOR

Zach Samples, Kaci Abolt and J.C. Patton:
�e closest (and most amount of ) parking is 

allocated for the sta�. Parking designated as up-
perclassmen parking is more often than not a 
longer walk than the underclassmen parking.

Many of the upperclassmen live o�-campus 
or even out of town. To your concern that the 
upperclassmen lots are left empty during the 
day, remember that most upperclassmen don’t 
have class until the afternoon or evening, and 
many commuters try to schedule their classes 
for Tuesdays and �ursdays. 

Eastern should convert the W lot or Ninth 
Street lot (or both) into a long-term parking ga-
rage with one spot for each of the students liv-
ing in the dorms, leaving the ground level as a 
short-term lot. �is would allow for more park-
ing spaces right next to and on campus, negat-
ing the need for sta� and upperclassmen lots. 
You could even go as far as ticketing vehicles left 
in them overnight.

Sincerely.
Zachary Hayes

Student Senate clarifies parking resolution
Parking space solution?
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A square beyond compare

By Brad York
Verge Editor

Spring is a season that brings a re-
freshing smell into the air as the trees be-
gin to bud and the winter chills become 
dormant. It is a time for new life to see 
the wonders of Charleston. With new life 
comes new ambitions. New ambitions 
mean new music, and for Charleston that 
means new events. 

A fresh take on the Charleston festival 
scene is exactly what Scott Chaplinski has 
been planning for nearly a year with the 
event Square Fest.

“I started thinking in February that it 
was about time to get it going with every-
thing going on with Celebration, Wood-
chuck Music Festival, there’s finals, there’s 
Easter. I realized it was crunch time to get 
it going,” Chaplinski said.

Square Fest will begin at 2 p.m. Sat-
urday through 1 a.m. Sunday. The event 
will take place on Charleston’s square at 
the bars Mother’s, Friends & Co., Mac’s 
Uptowner and Top of the Roc. The event 
will cost $12 and allow patrons 21 and 
over admittance into any of the bars and 
performances.

Chaplinski said getting the bars in-
volved was the first part of organizing the 
event, and after he explained the potential 
benefits they jumped on board.

“I kind of just threw it out there,” 
Chaplinski said. “They’ve given me good 
ideas, and they appreciate the ideas that I 
have. They’ve been very helpful with ev-
erything I’ve been doing.”

Chaplinski has been wanting to get 
the bars involved with a festival event for 
more than year and said he feels that now 
was the best time to bring it all together.

“We are hoping it brings a lot of busi-
ness to the square,” Chaplinski said. “We 
hope it is going to be a nicer day. It’s a 
good window of a month and a half of 
good weather to show all these people, 

‘Hey there are all these other great bars in 
town, and not just the ones near Lincoln 
(Avenue.).”

Many of the featured acts will be 
Charleston based groups such as Mug-
wump Specific, Andy Van Slyke and Staff 
Blues Band while others such as DJ Illith, 
Poundcake and Ryan Arnold stem from 
locations throughout the state.

“I figure this was a great networking 
opportunity for a lot of bands,” Chaplins-
ki said. “We are pulling in bands from the 
Kankakee area, and some musicians from 
Champaign area. It’s bands that I like, 
and I know that other people (like).” 

Chaplinski said most of them are 
younger bands that have only been play-
ing for a year or two and that many times 
a band that has been playing for four to 
five years need a guarantee that they are 
getting paid. 

“Having never done anything like this 
before I didn’t want to make promises to a 
bunch of people that I can’t fulfill.” Chap-
linski said.

In fact, much of the money for pro-
ducing the event was saved up by Chap-
linski himself. He hopes that the $12 cov-
er is enough to give some of the traveling 
bands money to cover their gas costs and 
without being too high to deter college 
students and community members from 
coming out.

One local musician, Mitch Davis, 
a senior management information sys-
tems major, saod he plans on showing the 
crowd some new tunes to commemorate 
the new event.

“I mainly like to get people dancing, 
but I also play some more chill stuff,” 
Davis said. “I don’t want people to get 
burnt out, so I’ll make new songs before 
the shows. New shows get me motivated 
to make new songs. (Square Fest) is go-
ing to be so new. There’s going to be so 
many different people playing at so many 
different bars. I don’t really know what to 

expect. That’s why I am expecting to play 
in front of a totally new crowd, so I really 
got to try to pump people up.”

With a wide variety of performances 
including blues, rock, jam band, electron-
ic and rap everyone is beginning to de-
velop expectations for the new event and 
Chaplinski is no different.

“I want to be able to be out on the 
square, outside the bars and see people 

having a good time,” Chaplinski said. “I 
want to hear, sort of over-hear, what they 
did like and what they didn’t like. I just 
think there will be a lot of good vibes 
coming. Perfect conditions for me, is 
hearing that people had a great time.”

Brad York can be reached at 581-7942 
or bayork@eiu.edu.

BRAD YORK | ON THE VERGE

Mitch Davis, a senior management information systems major, rehearses new songs and freshens 
up on older material  Wednesday evening in his home as he prepares for today’s Square Fest event. 

Square Fest provides 
stage for new music, 
new bands and 
new surroundings

By Brad York
Verge Editor

Jackson Avenue Coffee 
(J.A.C.) is a location to go blow-
off steam, study for hours on 
end and socialize as the creamy 
fragrance of lattes, cappuccinos 
and hot chocolates stream though 
the air. 

J.A.C., located at 708 Jackson 
Ave., may sound like an unusual 
place for a concert setting, but 
Dan Reible believes it is the 
perfect location for live music 
that has not been offered to 
Charleston in some time.

“In the Charleston area there 
is no place to relax and listen to 
music except for a bar,” Reible 
said. “I’d like a place where people 
can come relax, have a cup of 
coffee, sandwich, bagel and take 
it easy and listen to some good 
acoustic music.”

Reible and his wife Vicki 
are currently shuffling through 
papers in order to become the 
rightful owners of J.A.C. 

Reible moved to Mattoon in 
1984 after serving in the Navy 
and soon became a truck driver, 
traveling the nation with his 
wife.

Reible has played for various 
bands in the past and mentioned 
to his friend, Ryan Dawson and 
the current owner of J.A.C., he 
was looking for a place to host 
weekly concerts on Saturday 
evenings. 

Dawson then asked Reible if 
he ever pictured himself owning a 
café. Reible expressed an interest, 
and soon, Dawson offered to sell 
the business.

Dawson said the Reibles’ have 
been his customers since J.A.C. 
opened nearly eight years ago.

“I planned on going back to 
school this summer to complete a 
degree in teacher’s certification,” 
Dawson said. “We were ready to 
move on to new things. I figured 
it is best not to run anything into 
the ground, so I offered to sell the 
place.”

Dawson has high hopes for 

the future of J.A.C. and feels as  
as though hosting live musicians 
every Saturday night is only the 
beginning of the growth J.A.C. 
will see.

�e first Saturday night 
performer will be “Reverend” 
Robert Reynolds Saturday from 8 
to 10 p.m. at J.A.C. 

None of the performances 
will come with a cover cost, 
but instead a hat will be passed 
around around for donations, 
which go entirely to the artist.

Robert Reynolds is a musician 
who plays blues music from the 
‘20s, ‘30s and ’40s, and is glad 
Reible is opening his doors to 
local musicians. 

Reynolds said he has known 
Reible for a while because they 
have been playing music together 
through the years. 

“It is good to play one close to 
home. This is more intimate than 
the festivals and blues bars I’ve 
been playing at lately,” Reynolds 
said. “I play electric when I’m 
with my band, but this show will 
be all acoustic.”

The intimate setting offers a 
place for begging and practiced 
musicians alike. 

Reible wants to show people 
in Charleston music they may 
not have heard before. 

He plans to host various 
artists from various genres each 
weekend.

“I’ve got things booked all the 
way through the end of June,” 
Reible said. “It’s mostly people I 
have heard in the area and a lot 
of local musicians. We are open 

to all different styles. It doesn’t 
matter if I personally like it or 
not. It’s whatever I think our 
customers will like.”

Reible said his customers are 
an eclectic group, and notices 
that he has a lot of high schoolers 
come there every evening. He said 
parents know it is a safe place. 

Reible said he is open to any 
style of music and musicians who 
are interested in performing the 
Saturday night events should 
come out to J.A.C. Open Mic 
Night every Thursday.

These open mic sessions are 
used as auditions of sorts for the 
diverse music Reible hopes to 
incorporate with the Saturday 
night performances.

In addition to the open mic 
night artists, Reible searches 
the Web and various local 
music hot spots in order to find 
performers.

“I’m hoping to get a lot of 
music in here that people haven’t 
experienced before,” Reible said. 
“People may have heard blues, 
but it probably isn’t the old delta 
blues that (Reverend Robert) will 
be playing.”

Brad York can be reached at 
581-7942 or at bayork@eiu.edu.
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“Reverend” Robert Reynolds plays his guitar; He will play acoustic at 8 p.m. on Saturday at Jackson Avenue Co�ee.  

BRAD YORK | ON THE VERGE

Dan Reible , owner of the Jacksno Avenue Co�ee enjoys sunse viewing the humbling setting from his newly titled “retirement
bench” at  the J.A.C.

J.A.C. opens doors to all
Cafe begins live 
music event every 
Saturday evening 

PHOTO COURTESY MGM STUDIOS
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  VERGE

Look for it every 
Friday in the DEN!

EIU’S arts & entertainment magazine 
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By Colleen Kitka
Assistant Verge Editor

�e 7th Street Underground will turn 
into a concert venue tonight at 5:30 as the 
Colleges Against Cancer group hosts its sec-
ond Rock it for Relay concert.

�e benefit concert will feature the three 
local bands Good Morning Midnight, 
Cured by Fire and Madison’s Avenue, and 
one solo musician, Jenna Jackley. 

Tickets are $5 at the door and can be 
purchased starting at 5 p.m. 

All proceeds go to the Colleges Against 
Cancer’s Relay for Life team, and will ul-
timately be given to the American Cancer 
Society. 

Kyle Swalls, guitarist and vocalist for 
Good Morning Midnight, has witnessed 
the devastation of cancer first hand. Swalls 
said his grandma is fighting against cancer. 

“It’s a constant struggle dealing with 
it,” Swalls said. “A lot of time the chemo 
won’t be as effective, and they will try a 
new method and stuff. And so just know-
ing the constant struggle makes me want to 
do something like this and raise money for 
an individual who is having the same, who 
is dealing with the same kind of suffering.”

�is band along with Cured by Fire is 
playing at Friends & Co. later in the eve-
ning. �ey were willing to book two gigs in 
one night to show their support.  

“We feel that playing this gig will al-
low people to see that rock and roll and the 
whole style of it isn’t just about being on 
your own and not really caring about any-
one else,” Logan Richardson, Madison’s Av-

enue lead singer, said. 
“We really do care about the issue of 

breast cancer and cancer in general,” Rich-
ardson continued. “Because some people 

close to us have had it and, luckily, they 
have recovered from it.”  

Many of the bands playing are new to 
Eastern’s campus. Richardson said perform-
ing at the concert would be an opportunity 
to expose students to a different kind of lo-
cal music. 

Good Morning Midnight is an indie 
and alternative rock band. Beginning near-
ly a year ago and stationed in Marshall, 
the group is fresh to the Charleston music 
scene, but has played in the 7th Street Un-
derground before for a canned food drive. 

Cured by Fire is a Charleston metal 
band. Megan Givens, the concert coordi-
nator said the group sounds similar to Me-
tallica or Godsmack and does a good job 
of getting a crowd going. �eir influenc-
es come from those bands and others like 
Guns N’ Roses, Motley Crue and Black 
Sabbath. 

Jenna Jackley is a Mattoon High School 
student who plays the guitar and sings. 

“She is just memorizing to watch,” Me-
gan Givens said. “She is in high school, so 
she is still very young, but the caliber of 
voice she has is just amazing.”  

Madison’s Avenue is another young al-
ternative rock band from Charleston that 
has been putting out their own music for 
eight months. �e group has played all over 
Charleston, in Havana and in Centralia, 
but tonight will be one of their first times 
playing on campus. 

Givens, a junior elementary education 
major, said all the bands are hard working 
and were booked because they came recom-
mended by other artists. 

�e Colleges Against Cancer has raised 
more than $5,000 through their fall breast 
cancer T-shirt sales and other fundrais-
ers. �ey have pledged to raise $8,000, 
and across campus different groups have 
pledged to raise $70,000 for the American 
Cancer Society. 

Last year, the concert drew a small 
crowd, but Givens is hoping for more pub-
lic support. 

“What ever little amount can put to-
wards the American Cancer Society will 
help in some way,” Givens said.

Colleen Kitka can be reached at 581-7942 
or crkitka@eiu.edu.

PHOTO COURTESY OF GOOD MORNING MIDNIGHT

Good Morning Midnight band members  Elgin Combs (guitarist), Michael “Woody” Woodring (drummer), Kyle Swalls (vocalist and guitarist) and Chad Barton 
(bass guitarist and vocalist)  volunteered to play tonight at the Rock it for Relay event to help raise money for the American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF JENNA JACKLEY

Jenna Jackley is a Mattoon High School student and will be playing at the 7th Street Underground 
tonight at 5:30 p.m. 

Rockin’ out for a reason
LOCAL BANDS PLAY TO RAISE MONEY FOR RELAY FOR LIFE

PHOTO COURTESY OF WARNER BROS. 
PICTURES

217-345-3754
LEASING FOR FALL 2011

2 BEDROOM HOUSE:  
1022 2ND Street
3 BEDROOM HOUSES:
1206 Gar�eld 
1210 3rd St 
1036 2nd St
1409 11th St 
1806 11th St 
4 BEDROOM HOUSES:
315 Polk    
1430 9th St    

1402 9th St    
1606 11th St    
5 BEDROOM HOUSES:
714 4th St
314 Polk 
Brittany Ridge – 2, 3 & 4 bdr 
Townhouses

743 6th Street – 1 Bdr Apts.
415 Harrison – 2 & 3 Bdr Apt
1026 Edgar Dr – 2 Bdr Apts.

•	 5	bedroom	house
•	Large	living	room
•	2	1/2	bath,	laundry	room
•	Fully	furnished
•	Large	back	yard
•	North	of	Greek	Court	on	11th	St
•	Lowered	Rate

Call 217- 345-3353 
Grant View Apartments

Lovely
          House

$100 Sign 
On Bonus

Two 4 bedroom houses available 
near O’Brien Stadium

For a showing, call Cathy @ 217-254-1311

Sign a lease by the end of February
 and get $50 o� your rent!

Malena Hallberg RentalsMalena Hallberg RentalsMalena Hallberg RentalsMalena Hallberg RentalsMalena Hallberg RentalsMalena Hallberg RentalsMalena Hallberg RentalsMalena Hallberg RentalsMalena Hallberg RentalsMalena Hallberg RentalsMalena Hallberg RentalsMalena Hallberg Rentals

UPI, from page 1

FACEBOOK, from page 1

He said on average there are about 
100 more people that come to Bu�alo 
Wild Wings on Valentine’s Day week-
end than on a typical weekend.

Besides dinner, roses are another 
popular gift to give or receive on Val-
entine’s Day.

Valentine’s Day is one of the busiest 
days for Nobel’s Flower, 1100 Lincoln 
Ave., shop owner Franda Newkirk; 
however this day actually hurts her 
business.

“Roses are by far the most popular,” 
said Newkirk.

Since a lot of local rose farms have 
closed, it has forced Newkirk to buy 
her roses from more expensive rose 
farms.

Newkirk said she also loses mon-
ey since she has to pay her workers for 
working overtime on Valentine’s Day.

�is forces her to adjust the prices 
of her flowers to make back some of 
the money lost.

Walgreens, 411 W. Lincoln Ave., 
is a last minutes store that consumers 
can find a variety of Valentine’s Day 
gifts.

John Davis, the manager of Wal-
greens in Charleston, said he typical-
ly expects more of his busy for Valen-
tine’s Day on the Feb. 13 and 14.

“I’ll probably sell half my inventory 
on the 13,” Davis said.

Dove chocolate assorted heart choc-
olates are the most popular chocolates. 
Roses are also a popular item. He said 
the single roses sell pretty well. 

Desiree Morris can be reached 
at 581-2812 or 

dnmorris2@eiu.edu.

LOVE, from page 1

“It made me suspicious when I 
wasn’t at first,” Mingo said.

Mingo’s boyfriend was in fact 
cheating on her and they broke up. 

I’m glad my relationship is not 
public this time around, Mingo 
said.

“Relationships are private and 
drama starts when you let other 
people comment about your rela-

tionships,” Mingo said.
Shelby Thacker, a freshman un-

decided major, is trying to keep the 
drama in her life to a minimum and 
decided not to post her new status 
because of her family.  

“My mom would be mad because 
my boyfriend is older than me,” 
Thacker said.

Jordan Sigunick, a freshman family 

consumer science major, gets annoyed 
when the same people keep change 
their statuses from “in a relationship” to 
“single” then back to “in a relationship.”

“I don’t think (Facebook) makes a re-
lationship anymore serious,” Boyd said.

Nike Ogunbodede can be 
reached at 581-2812 or 
ovogunbodede@eiu.edu.

The wrongful  death lawsuit 
does not specify a certain financial 
amount.

Paul McCann had lived in the 
Charleston group home at 203 W. 
Grant Ave since 2007.

Lois McCann said that losing a 

child is the worst thing that could 
happen to a mother.

Lois McCann described Paul Mc-
Cann as the sweetest man and she 
said that she had a wonderful rela-
tionship with Paul.

“Paul was unique and wise in many 

ways,” Lois McCann said.
�e lawsuit was �led at the Coles 

County Courthouse. 

Elizabeth Edwards can be 
reached at 581-2812 or 

eaedwards@eiu.edu.

Despite this concern, Elder said she 
voted to approve the tentative agree-
ment.

Mathematics professor Evgeny Gor-
don said he was pleased that salary in-
creases were negotiated upon given the 
university's budgetary di�culties.  He 
was also satis�ed with the manner the 
furlough situation was handled.

The proposed furlough policy is if 
the university declares exigency, the 
UPI will be able to bargain over the im-
plementation of furloughs. 

However, this will not be included in 
the contract. �is policy would go into 
a Memorandum of Agreement, which 
is a separate document, explicitly laying 
out the terms.

Gordon's only complaint was the 
lengthy period it took to come to the 
tentative agreement.

Like Gordon, history professor Bai-

ley Young was also very concerned with 
the inclusion of furlough language into 
the agreement.

“My colleagues and I were adamant-
ly opposed to talk about furloughs,” 
Young said. “However, I think our team 
found a very reasonable middle ground. 
I think you have to be real sometimes 
with the things that you're against in 
principle. You have to make some con-
cession because of the reality of the sit-
uation.”

Young was also pleased that a small 
raise was negotiated into the contract.

“I think it is wonderful that our ne-

gotiating team was able to obtain an 
agreement like this in the current cli-
mate,” Young said.

To have the �nish line in sight, Blitz 
said it gives him “tremendous relief.”

“You always meet the end of these 
(negotiations) with mixed feeling in 
the end,” he said. “Some things you're 
happy to have got and some things you 
wish you would have. But I don't regret 
what we got in the contract.”

Shelley Holmgren can be 
reached at 581-2812 or 

meholmgren@eiu.edu.

“However, I think our team found a 
very reasonable middle ground.  
Bailey Young, history professor

STATE

By The Associated Press

CHICAGO — Former  U.S . 
Sen. Carol Moseley Braun is get-
ting questions about a comment she 
made about Adolph Hitler at a rally 
in the Chicago mayor's race.

Braun was trying to relay a joke 
from the Mel Brooks' movie "The 
Producers."

The film, an over-the-top farce, 
includes a character who loves Hit-
ler because he believes the noto-
rious dictator to be kind and gen-

tle. Braun explained that Emanuel, 
whom she didn't mention by name, 
portrays himself as kind and gentle 
in his TV commercials.

She said that's not the case, given 
his past record.

Afterward, Braun said she was 
not comparing Emanuel, who is 
Jewish, to Hitler.

Emanuel ,  the  former  White 
House chief of staff, is ahead in a 
recent Chicago Tribune/WGN-TV 
poll with 49 percent support. Braun 
has 10 percent support.

Braun draws questions 
about Hitler comment 
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Announcements

For rent

For rent For rent For rent For rent For rent

Help wanted

Roommates

Sublessors

Panama City or Daytona Ocean Front 
1, 2, 3 bedroom condos available 3/12-
3/19 $1600 and less. For details email 
scottmartens@gmail.com.
___________________________ 2/14
Charleston Elks banquet and function fa-
cilities available. 217-549-9871.
_____________________________00

Taking waitress applications at the Up-
towner, 623 Monroe after 4p.m.
__________________________ 2/14
Bartending $300/day potential.  No ex-
perience necessary.  Training available.  
800-965-6520 x. 239.
___________________________ 5/3

Roommate needed for 3 BR house.  
Close to Campus.  Spring 2011.  217-549-
5402
_____________________________00
Roommate needed for fall to live at 
brand new www.BrooklynHeightsEIU.
com Beautiful, spacious 2 BR/2 BA apts. 
217-345-5515
_____________________________00

Female roommate needed. Corner of 9th 
and Taft. $450/mo. Everything included. 
Washer/Dryer in unit. 815-210-0658
____________________________2/18

GREAT LOCATIONS ON 10th STREET: 4 
bedroom house, 2 & 3 bedroom apart-
ments. $300/student. Available Fall 2011. 
Call Darin @ 549-5296.
____________________________2/11
4 Bedroom House with basement. W/D, 
Dishwasher, Central Air, Good Location. 
217-345-6967
____________________________2/14
2 Bedroom House with garage and patio, 
Dishwasher, W/D, Central Air. Good Loca-
tion. 217-345-6967
____________________________2/14
Nice 3,4, and 6 bedroom houses, 2 bath, 
D/W, parking, close to campus. 520-990-
7723
____________________________2/15
Remodeled one bedroom apartments 
available summer and fall. Just east of 
campus. rcrrental.com 217-345-5832 NO 
PETS
___________________________ 2/18
2 - 5 BR available Fall 2011.  All across from 
campus and on the parade route. 217-
549-9151
____________________________2/18
Newly Remodeled 4 bedroom houses on 
12th Street.  Walk to campus.  W/D, D/W, 
A/C.  217-549-9348
____________________________2/18
For Rent 2011-2012: Brittany Ridge Town-
houses.  Extra clean, very updated, new 
washer/dryer.  708-724-6753
____________________________2/18
3 bedroom, 1 bath home. Trash & yard 
service included. No pets. (217) 345-5037. 
www.chucktownrentals.com
____________________________2/18
6 bedroom, 2 bath home. $300/person. 
Trash & yard service. No pets. (217) 345-
5037. www.chucktownrentals.com
____________________________2/18
4 bedroom, 1 bath home. $250/person. 
Trash & yard service. No pets. (217)345-
5037. www.chucktownrentals.com
____________________________2/18
5 BR HOUSE AT 2002 12th AVAIL FALL 
2011. LAWN & TRASH INCLUDED. CALL 
217-345-6210 OR VIEW AT EIPROPS.COM
____________________________2/21
3 BD HOUSE ON 12th WATER, TRASH, 
LAWN CARE INC. 345-3210 WWW.
EIPROPS.COM
____________________________2/21
3 BD APT WEST OF REC AI PRICES $450 
345-3210 WWW.EIPROPS.COM
____________________________2/21
NEW 5 BD 5 BATH. 1705 12th St. Tons of 
Space and Very Nice! $375 each 217-345-
6100 www.jensenrentals.com
____________________________2/24

GREAT LOCATIONS ON 10th STREET: 4 
bedroom house, 2 and 3 bedroom apart-
ments. $275 per student. Available Fall 
2011. Call Darin @ 549-5296
___________________________ 2/25
Get ready for spring break, body waxing 
at you look marvelous. 348-8179
___________________________ 2/25
$300-$325 a month for 1 and 2 bedroom 
apartments.  Gas, water, trash included.  
Close to campus.  10 or 12 month leases 
available.  Call 345-9422
____________________________2/25
1, 2, 3, & 5 BDRM: Great Prices!  Trash, wa-
ter included.  Lv. Message 348-7698, 345-
3919
____________________________2/28
2-3 BR houses convenient to EIU, $350/
person. washer/dryer, a/c, www.wood-
rentals.com, 345-4489, Jim Wood, Realtor
____________________________2/28
Have your own place. www.woodrentals.
com, 345-4489, Jim Wood, Realtor
____________________________2/28
2BR apt 1/2 block to Lantz includes cable, 
Internet @ $325/person. www.woodren-
tals.com, 345-4489, Jim Wood, Realtor
____________________________2/28
1 person apt. includes cable, Internet, wa-
ter, trash @ $440/month. www.woodren-
tals.com, 345-4489, Jim Wood, Realtor
____________________________2/28
Short Term Leases Available @ The Atri-
um. 3 BR-$375 per person. Call today to 
schedule your apartment showing 345-
5022. www.unique-properties.net
____________________________2/28
Apartments available for 1,2,3 & 4 people. 
Close to campus, awesome floor plans & 
great rates!! Call today 345-5022. Check 
out our website @ www.unique-proper-
ties.net
____________________________2/28
South Campus Suites New 2BR/2BA 
apartments as well as 2 BR townhouses 
available for Fall 2011. Great Location, 
Awesome Pricing! Call today 345-5022 
www.unique-properties.net
____________________________2/28
4BR 2 BA house at 1838 11th- W/D and 
sun porch only 1 1/2 blocks to Buzzard, no 
pets. 217-345-9595 gbadgerrentals.com
_____________________________3/9
NEW 5 BD 5 BATH. 1705 12th St. Tons of 
Space and Very Nice! $375 each 217-345-
6100 www.jensenrentals.com
_____________________________ 00
2 BD GREAT PLACE! GREAT SPACE! 2007 
11th St. $350 each. 217-345-6100 www.
jensenrentals.com
_____________________________ 00
4 BD, 2 BATH. 1140 Edger Dr. Furnished 
$350 or Unfurnished $325 each. Nice, 
Large and New! 217-345-6100 www.
jbapartments.com
_____________________________ 00
Efficiency apartment near campus!  $325 
per month, utilities included.  No pets, no 
smoking.  345-3232 days. ________ 00
1 block from The Paw. 10 month lease 3 
BR, porch, fire pit, W/D. 348-7872
_____________________________00
HOUSE FOR 2011-2012: ON 2ND STREET, 
NEAR LANTZ, 8 BEDROOMS, 3 BATHS, CA, 
DW, W/D, 6-8 PEOPLE, NO PETS, 345-
3148.
_____________________________ 00
Fall 2011: Very nice townhouses, less than 
3 blocks from Old Main.  Each unit has 
W/D.  Call 217-493-7559 or www.myei-
uhome.com
_____________________________ 00
Brittney Ridge Townhouse. 3-5 people 
2011-2012 school year. 3 bedroom, 2 1/2 
bath, washer/drye, dishwasher, walking 
distance to EIU. Free trash, parking, low 
utilities $750/month total. call 217-508-
8035
_____________________________00
VILLAGE RENTALS 2011-2012 4 BR house 
on 2nd St. With washer/dryer. 1 and 2 BR 
apts. includes water and trash-pu. Close 
to campus and pet friendly. call 217-345-
2516 for appt.
_____________________________00
4 Bedroom house.  2 blocks from campus.  
Study Area in each bedroom.  Living 
room and bonus room.   Washer/Dryer.  

1811 11th Street.  217-821-1970
______________________________ 00
3 bed, 2 bath house for 2011-2012. 1710 
11th street. W/D, pets possible. off street 
parking. 273-2507
______________________________ 00
FALL HOUSING 2011: LARGE 1 BR APART-
MENTS AVAILABLE AT BUCHANAN ST. 
APTS 345-1266
______________________________ 00
BRITTANY RIDGE TOWNHOUSES: For 3-5 
persons, unbeatable floor plan, 3 & 4 bed-
room, 2 1/2 baths, deck, central air, washer, 
dryer, dishwasher. Free trash and parking, 
low utility bills, local responsive landlord. 
Starting at $200/person. Available July 
2011, lease length negotiable. 217-246-
3083
______________________________ 00
Cute 2 bedroom house near campus, re-
cently remodeled.  No smoking.  No pets.  
$630 a month.  Phone 345-3232 days.
______________________________ 00
NEW PRICES 2011-2012 AT 1812 9TH ST. 
PLUS SIGN ON BONUS. AVAILABLE NOW 3 
& 4 BEDROOM. 549-4011/348-0673 WWW.
SAMMYRENTALS.COM
______________________________ 00
6 Bedroom, 2 Bath, A/C, washer & dryer. 1 
block to Lantz Gym, 1521 2nd St. 345-3273
______________________________ 00
2 bedroom, A/C, washer & dryer. 1609 12th 
St. 345-3273
______________________________ 00
3 BEDROOM HOUSE, central air, dishwash-
er, 2 car garage, washer and dryer, $250 
per bedroom, 10 month lease. 273-1395
______________________________ 00
2 bedroom, furnished apartment. Water 
and trash included. $270 a month. 10 or 12 
month lease. 217-549-1957
______________________________ 00
Super nice house for 5 or 6. W/D, dish-
washer, air conditioning. Very close to 
campus. 1523 3rd. $300/person. 10 month 
lease. 345-5048
______________________________ 00
AVAILABLE JANUARY 2011- One bedroom 
apt.  1 1/2 blocks from Old Main on 6th 
Street.  Water allowance, trash and parking 
included.  ppwrentals.com 348-8249
______________________________ 00
4, 5 or 6 bedroom house, close to campus. 
345-6533
_____________________________00
Summer/Fall - Deluxe 1 BR Apts. Stove, re-
frigerator, microwave, dishwasher, wash-
er/dryer. Trash pd. 1306 & 1308 Arthur Ave, 
117 W Polk & 905 A St. Ph 217-348-7746 
www.CharlestonIlApts.com
______________________________ 00
Fall 2011 - 4 BR, 2 bath, stove, refrigerator, 
microwave, dishwasher, washer/dryer. 
Trash pd. 1520 9th St. Ph 217-348-7746 
www.CharlestonIlApts.com
______________________________ 00
Fall - 2 BR Apts. stove refrigerator, micro-
wave, dishwasher, garage. Water & trash 
pd. 955 4th Street. Ph 217-348-7746 www.
CharlestonIlApts.com
______________________________ 00
Summer/Fall - 2 BR Apts. Stove, refrigera-
tor, microwave. Trash pd. 2001 S 12th St. & 
1305 18th St. Ph 217-348-7746 www.
CharlestonIlApts.com
______________________________ 00
Nice 3 BR house close to campus, C/A, 
W/D, nice yard, no pets, 10-12 mo lease. 
Available 2011-2012, $350 per mo per per-
son. 217-549-5402
______________________________ 00
Nice large 4 BR on Polk, C/A, W/D, large 
front porch, no pets. Available 2011-2012, 
$300 per mo per person. 217-549-5402
______________________________ 00
5 bedroom, student house available for 
Fall 2011. 1031 7th Street. Central air, wash-
er/dryer, 2 bath. No Pets. $325/each. 345-
7286 www.jwilliamsrentals.com
______________________________ 00
3 & 4 BR APTS. FULLY FURNISHED  Ex-
tremely close to campus!  $100 off 1st 
month's rent.  Call 217-254-0754
______________________________ 00
Now renting for Fall 2011, 6 bedroom 
house, 4 bedroom house.  Walking dis-
tance to campus.  Call 345-2467
______________________________ 00

AWESOME LARGE ONE BEDROOM FUR-
NISHED APARTMENT. All inclusive, close to 
campus. Pet friendly. $595 for one person. 
Call or text 217-273-2048
______________________________ 00
EXTRA LARGE TWO BEDROOM FUR-
NISHED APARTMENT, all inclusive, close to 
campus. Pet friendly. $100 off first month's 
rent. $395 per student. Call of text 217-273-
2048
______________________________ 00
1 1/2 BLOCKS NORTH OF OLD MAIN ON 
6TH STREET 3 bedroom house.  www.ppw-
rentals.com  348-8249.
______________________________ 00
www.ppwrentals.com
____________________________  00
Beautiful 2 BR 2 BA fully furnished luxury 
apts available for 2011-12. W/D, large bal-
cony, free tanning, fitness room, hot tub & 
rec rooms! Use �nancial aid to pay rent! 
217-345-5515 www.MelroseOnFourth.
com & www.BrooklynHeightsEIU.com
______________________________ 00
3 bedroom apts and New one bedroom 
apts available Aug 2011. Great locations. 
www.ppwrentals.com 348-8249
_____________________________00
*LYNN RO APARTMENTS* 348-1479. 1, 2, & 
3 BR, $480 TO $795.  www.tricountymg.
com
______________________________ 00
ROYAL HEIGHTS APTS *348-1479. 2 BR 
with study or 3 BR/1.5 Bath ONLY $795/
mo. www.tricountymg.com
_____________________________ 00
PARK PLACE APTS. ***348-1479. 1, 2, 3 
Bedrooms.  Sizes & Prices to fit your bud-
get.  www.tricountymg.com
_____________________________ 00
FALL 2011 2 & 3 BDRM APTS. LOWEST 
RATES! 1521 1ST ST. 10 MONTH LEASE. 
345-5048
_____________________________ 00
 5 BR house, large living room, 2 1/2 bath, 
laundry room, fully furnished, large back-
yard. North of Greek Court on 11th St. 
$325. Grant View Apartments. 217-345-

3353
_____________________________ 00
Now renting for Fall 2011, 6 & 4 bedroom 
houses. W/in walking distance to campus. 
Call 345-2467
______________________________ 00
FOR FALL 2011: VERY NICE 2, 3 BEDROOM 
HOUSES, TOWNHOUSES, AND APART-
MENTS.  ALL EXCELLENT LOCATIONS.  FOR 
MORE INFORMATION CALL US AT 217-
493-7559 or   www.myeiuhome.com
______________________________ 00
NOW LEASING 1, 2, 3, and 4 bedroom 
houses! Enjoy FREE tanning beds, a fitness 
center and game room, fully furnished du-
plexes and homes with up to 1600 sq. ft. 
FREE cable, FREE water, FREE internet, and 
FREE trash! Our residents love the full size 
washer and dryer, dishwasher and the 
queen size beds that each home comes 
with. It's your choice... 6, 10, or 12 month in-
dividual leases! We offer roommate 
matching and a shuttle service to campus. 
PETS WELCOME!!! Call us today at 345-
1400 or visit our website at www.universi-
tyvillagehousing.com
______________________________ 00
PETS WELCOME! 1, 2, 3, AND 4 bedroom 
duplexes. Cable, Internet, and Water in-
cluded. Call 345-1400
______________________________ 00
January Semester: 2 BR Apts.  5 or 6 mon. 
lease options.  Call Lincolnwood Pinetree 
Apts.  345-6000
______________________________ 00

Stop by or call Lincolnwood-Pinetree 
Apartments for your Studio 1, 2, and 3 bed-
room apartments.  Rent you can afford 
and you can walk to campus!  Call 345-
6000 or stop by 2219 9th Street #17 or 
email us at:  lincpineapts@consolidated.
net
______________________________ 00
OLDETOWNE APARTMENTS: 1, 2, &, 3 BED-
ROOMS. CLOSE TO CAMPUS. 4 LOCA-
TIONS TO CHOOSE FROM. 345-6533
______________________________ 00
FALL 11-12: 1, 2 & 3 BR. APTS. WATER & 
TRASH INCLUDED. PLENTY OF OFF-STREET  
PARKING. BUCHANAN ST. APTS. CALL 345-
1266.
______________________________ 00
1, 2, 3, and 4 bedrooms. Trash and parking 
included. Great location. Call 217-345-
2363. 
______________________________ 00
Renting Fall 2011.  2, 3 and 4 bedroom 
units W/D and trash included. www.littek-
enrentails.com. (217)276-6867.
______________________________ 00
Fall 2011-1 bedroom apartments close to 
EIU. Price range $325 to 525 for singles. No 
pets. 345-7286 Check our website www.
jwilliamsrentals.com
______________________________ 00
Fall 2011- 2 bedroom apartments close to 
EIU Price range $250 - $350 per person for 
2. No pets. 345-7286 Check our web-
site www.jwilliamsrentals.com
___________________________ 00

ACROSS
 1 Many Eastern 

Europeans
 6 Air passage
10 Tiff
14 ÒGood Will 

HuntingÓ star 
Matt

15 Arthur with a 
Queens stadium 
named after him

16 Bread for a gyro
17 BP gas brand
18 Wife of Jacob
19 Ò___ See for 

MilesÓ (song by 
the Who)

20 One place to 
follow the object 
named in the 
circled letters 
(reading left to 
right)

23 A/C stat
24 Hannibal ___, 

vice president 
under Abraham 
Lincoln

26 Golf peg
29 Artist whose 

1999 hit 
ÒSmoothÓ was #1 
for 12 weeks

32 These, in Tours
34 Zenith
36 Untruth
37 Something with 

x and y axes
39 Roughen in cold 

weather

40 ___ Highway 
(route through 
Whitehorse, 
Yukon)

43 Scottish hillside
44 Ancient Asia 

Minor region
46 Medical care grp.
47 BuyÕs opposite
48 Sleuth, in slang
49 Computer game 

with virtual people
53 Be sick
54 Old-fashioned 

paper copies
56 Carrier to 

Copenhagen
58 Another place to 

follow the object 
named in the 
circled letters

64 E-mail filterÕs 
target

66 Jacques of ÒMon 
OncleÓ

67 Governed
68 Top of the head
69 Get ___ the 

ground floor
70 Had a role on 

stage
71 Wowed
72 Ò___ On Down 

the RoadÓ (ÒThe 
WizÓ song)

73 Like mosquitoes

DOWN
 1 PierreÕs state: 

Abbr.
 2 Buddhist monk
 3 Love, in 51-Down

 4 Words, informally
 5 Haughty sorts
 6 Cowgirl Evans
 7 Puts to work
 8 Dance related to 

the mambo
 9 IranÕs capital
10 Sales talk
11 Outdoor eating 

place where 
you might lay a 
blanket

12 One thing ___ 
time

13 Brown from the 
beach

21 ___ Lumpur, 
Malaysia

22 Slate, e.g., briefly
25 Katmandu native

26 Unspoken, as an 
understanding

27 Reverberated
28 Release from 

slavery
30 Nothing
31 Computer 

whizzes
33 TurtleÕs ÒhomeÓ
35 Prefix with center
38 Gridiron carriers: 

Abbr.
41 French friend
42 Note on a 

Chinese menu
45 Abbr. before a 

name on top of a 
memo

50 Immobilize
51 MadridÕs land, to 

natives

52 Minor despot
55 Measured by a 

stopwatch
57 Worcestershire 

___
59 Siouan people
60 WXY, on a phone
61 Sandwiches that 

are definitely not 
kosher, in brief

62 Onionlike soup 
ingredient

63 Spin zone?
64 Place to get 

a mudbath or 
massage

65 Furry foot

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE

PUZZLE BY JAMES TUTTLE

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a credit card, 1-800-
814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday crosswords from the last 
50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
AT&T users: Text NYTX to 386 to download puzzles, or visit nytimes.com/
mobilexword for more information.
Online subscriptions: TodayÕs puzzle and more than 2,000 past puzzles, nytimes.
com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/wordplay. 
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

C R A Z Y T A L K C U J O
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E B A N C L A S S A M E R
N E T S L I S Z T B E T A
D R S R E M A K E U N I T
M A T O R A T O R M E M E
E L O S A X F A Z E D
N A M A L E G F A R
T R A W L S A T I R I Z E D
I T C H Y A L A N A D A L E

S H A N T A P E D E C K S
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S P O R TS

DON’T BEAR THE 
ECONOMY 

RUN AN AD IN THE 

DEN
581-2816

By Rob Mortell 
Sports Editor 

Eastern’s men’s basketball team extended 
its losing streak to seven games this week-
end with losses to Morehead State and East-
ern Kentucky. 

�e �rst game was against Morehead on 
�ursday. �e Panthers were dominated in 
almost every statistical category as Morehead 
grabbed more rebounds (37-33), shot better 
(44 percent to 40 percent) and committed 
fewer turnovers (10-to-18). 

Eastern was led by freshman guard Isaac 
Smith, who came o� the bench to score a 
career-high 15 points. Smith also grabbed 
four rebounds and recorded two steals dur-
ing the game. 

The second loss was against Eastern 
Kentucky on Saturday. The Panthers got 
off to a good start as they lead Eastern 
Kentucky 26-24 at half time, but the Colo-
nels caught �re from beyond the arc in the 
second half.

Eastern Kentucky hit seven consecutive 
three-point shots in the second half, leading 
to a 67-47 win. �e Panthers held the Colo-
nels in check in the �rst half as Eastern Ken-
tucky shot 34 percent from the �eld, includ-
ing 1-11 from the three-point arch. 

However, the Panthers defense was not 
as good in the second half, allowing Eastern 
Kentucky to shoot over 69 percent from the 
�eld which included nine three-point shots. 

Justin Stoomes led the Colonels with 20 
points, including four three-pointers, while 
also adding four rebounds and four assists.

Junior guard Jeremy Granger led the Pan-
thers with 15 points and �ve rebounds. 

�e two losses dropped the Panthers re-
cord to 8-17 overall and 4-11 in the Ohio 
Valley Conference. The Panthers are cur-
rently in ninth place in conference and they 
would miss the tournament if the season 
were to end now, as the top eight teams are 
the only teams that qualify to compete in 
the tournament. 

�e Panthers return to action on Tuesday 
for senior night against UT Martin. 

Rob Mortell can be reached 
at 581-7944 or rdmortell@eiu.edu.

K AROLINA STR ACK | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Isaac Smith III, a freshman guard, goes up to the basket as Murray State’s Jeffery McClain, a senior 
forward, attempts to block him during the game on Feb. 7 in Lantz Arena. Eastern lost to Eastern 
Kentucky, 67-47 on Saturday. 

Losing streak grows to seven
MEN’S BASKETBALL

Team in jeopardy of 
missing tournament

The fifth place finish is the lowest of the sea-
son for Boey, who ranks as one of the nations top 
200-meter sprinters. Gingerich finished 14th in 
the 800-meter with a time of 2:11.84. Boey will 
look to compete at the University or Arkansas 
again next month for the NCAA Indoor Cham-
pionship.

Boey, who missed the entire indoor season last 
year, has rebounded during this year’s indoor sea-
son.

“With Zye (Boey) being back, having him in-
doors and outdoors is a big plus for us,” Akers 
said.

Boey has been one of the leaders on the Pan-
ther squad, finishing in the top five in every 
event he has competed in this season.

Dominic Renzetti can be reached 
at 581-7944 or dcrenzetti@eiu.edu.

TRACK, from page 8

NATION

By The Associated Press

ORLANDO — Dwight Howard had 31 
points and 13 rebounds as the Orlando Mag-
ic earned their first victory over a winning team 
in more than a month, downing the Los Angeles 
Lakers 89-75 on Sunday.

Kobe Bryant and Andrew Bynum each had 17 
points to lead the Lakers. Lamar Odom added 15 
and Pau Gasol 11.

Jason Richardson chipped in 12 points for the 
Magic.

Orlando rebounded from a six-point home 
loss to New Orleans on Friday and a snapped a 
string of eight straight losses to teams with win-
ning records. Orlando’s previous win against a 
team above .500 was Jan. 8 at Dallas.

The Lakers’ loss snapped a four-game winning 
streak. They conclude their seven-game road trip 
with visits to Charlotte on Monday and Cleve-
land on Wednesday.

Howard scored his eighth straight point to 
give the Magic a 71-60 edge with just under 10 
minutes to play in the game.

The Lakers scored five straight, but the Mag-
ic quickly responded with six straight points — 
including a pair of baskets by Brandon Bass — 
to increase their lead to 77-65 at the 7:48 mark.

Magic 89, 
Lakers 75



Men’s Basketball
Tuesday vs. UT Martin
7 p.m. – Lantz Arena

Women’s Basketball
Thursday - UT Martin
7 p.m. – Lantz Arena

M&W Swimming
Wednesday – Summit 
League Champions
All day  – Indianapolis

Men’s Tennis
Friday vs. Northern Illinois

12 p.m.  – Danville Tennis Center 

M&W Indoor Track
Friday – EIU Friday Night Special
TBA  – Lantz Fieldhouse
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SPORTS
Sports Editor
Rob Mortell
217 • 581 • 2812
DENSportsdesk@gmail.com

@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: Men’s basketball loses 7th straight game, putting them in jeopardy of missing the OVC tournament.

EASTERN SPORTS SCHEDULE

NATIONAL SPORTS

For more 
please see
eiupanthers.
com

NBA 
San Antonio at New Jersey  
7 p.m. on NBA TV

NHL
Vancouver at St. Louis 
8 p.m. on RDS

NBA 
Charlotte at Chicago   
8 p.m. on WCIU

NHL 
Washington at Phoenix 
7:30 p.m. on Versus

NHL 
Buffalo at Montreal 
7:30 p.m. on Versus

WOMEN’S BASKETBALLVIE WS

Mitchell picks 
up first career 
double-double

By Alex McNamee 
Staff Reporter

The Eastern women’s basketball 
team beat Eastern Kentucky by 21 
points Saturday, 78-57, as it improves 
its winning streak to �ve games.

Sophomore forward Sydney 
Mitchell led the way with her �rst ca-
reer double-double, scoring 13 points 
and grabbing 10 rebounds.

“She’s a tough kid day in and day 
out,” head coach Brady Sallee said. 
“Tonight, she was even tougher.”

Mitchell was 4-of-8 from the �eld, 
including making two three-pointers. 
Mitchell was sent to the free throw 
line three times, making all three 
shots.

Sallee said Mitchell was doing 
a good job of looking for her shot 
throughout the game. He said he was 
impressed by the way she was compet-
ing on the boards. 

The Panthers had a huge night 
from the free throw line, going 18-of-
22 from the stripe while Eastern Ken-
tucky only attempted six free throws. 

Sallee said the way the team fin-
ished the game shooting so many free 
throws was an improvement it made 
at half time. The Panthers had only 
shot six free throws. 

At half time, the Panthers led 34-
25, but Sallee said the team knew it 
did not want to settle for that.

Sallee said the Panthers talked in 
the locker room at half time about 

how they did not want to be OK with 
just out-rebounding them. He said 
the team also wanted to improve how 
it got to the free throw line.

Sallee said the Panthers were get-
ting the shots that they wanted 
throughout the game, and it showed 
in the second half as the team shot 56 
percent from the �eld.

The Panthers improved their first 
half shooting of 41 percent from the 
field to 56 in the second to end the 
game shooting 48 percent from the 
�eld.

Five Panthers scored in double �g-
ures to lead the attack. �e only start-
er who did not score 10 or more 
points was junior forward Chantelle 
Pressley. 

Freshman guard Jordyne Crunk 
came into the game o� of the bench 
to play 25 minutes and score a career-
high 17 points, which was second on 
the team in the game.

Sophomore forward Mariah King 
led the team with 18 points, while 
sophomore guards Ta’Kenya Nixon 
and Kelsey Wyss scored 12 and 10 
points, respectively.

The Panthers’ defense shut down 
Eastern Kentucky’s starting five, as 
only one player could score in dou-
ble �gures. Marie Carpenter scored 18 
points, but had to take 16 shots to get 
there.

�e Panthers improve their record 
to 14-11 overall, and 9-5 in the Ohio 
Valley Conference. �e Panthers’ next 
game is 7 p.m. Thursday in Lantz 
Arena against Tennessee-Martin.

Alex McNamee can be 
reached at 581-7944 

or admcnamee@eiu.edu.

By Dominic Renzetti 
Assistant Sports Editor

With the Eastern track 
and field team split up at 
different meets across the 
country, the Panthers still 
managed to put up impres-
sive performances against 
some of the nation’s best 
competition.

Some t eam member s 
competed at the Iowa State 
Classic in Ames, Iowa. Ju-
nior Tyler Carter was the 
lone first place finisher for 
the Panthers. Carter placed 
�rst in the men’s long jump 
with a distance of 24-feet, 
75-inches. Carter’s best long 
jump performance last sea-
son came at this same meet. 
Carter’s distance at the Iowa 
State Classic last season was 
23-feet, 3.50-inches.

At the beginning of the sea-

son, head coach Tom Akers 
said he was impressed with 
Carter’s performances and 
looked forward to seeing him 
make a splash this season. 

The women’s distance 
medley relay team set a new 
school record at the Clas-
sic with a time of 11:55.94. 
The team consis t ing of 
sophomore Paige Biehler, 
junior Emily Quinones, 
junior Erika Foltys and 
sophomore Erika Ramos 
topped the previous record 
of 12.01.91, set in 2007. 
Though a school record, 
the time was still not fast 
enough to win the event, as 
the team finished seventh.

Sophomore Gaby Due-
nas made her way onto the 
all-time Eastern list with 
a 17:52.21 finish in the 
women’s 3,000-meter race. 
The time ranks third on 
Eastern’s career list. Duenas 
finished sixth in the event.

Other members of the 
team went to compete at 
the Indiana Hoosier Hills 

Meet at the University of 
Indiana. Finishing in first 
place for the Panthers was 
sophomore Randolph Trip-
ple in the men’s triple jump 
with a mark of 46 feet, 11 
inches. Tripple, who is also 
a cornerback on the Eastern 
football team, also placed 
fourth in the long jump 
event with a mark of 21 
feet, 6 inches.

Also at the Hoosier Hills 
Meet, sophomore Michelle 
Pranger made her way onto 
the all-time Eastern list 
with a throw of 49 feet, 7 
inches. Pranger’s weight 
throw mark lands her as 
the No. 10 farthest in East-
ern history. Pranger placed 
ninth in the event.

The two lone competi-
tors for the Panthers at the 
Tyson Invitational were 
red-shirt juniors Zye Boey 
and  Megan  Ginge r i ch . 
Boey placed fifth in the 
men’s 200-meter dash with 
a time of 20.97 seconds. 
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Team rolls to fifth straight win

Team hits the road for competition

DANNY DAMIANI | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Sydney Mitchell, a sophomore forward, pushes past the SEMO de-
fense to make a shot Feb. 5 in Lantz Arena.

TR ACK & FIELD

DANNY DAMIANI | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
LaDonna Martin, a senior jumper, runs the 60-meter 
dash preliminaries Jan. 22 during the EIU Mega Meet 
in the Lantz Fieldhouse.

Team split 
meets across 
country

�is is the hard part. February is gut-check time 
for Ohio Valley Conference teams. It is a month 
teams use to prove whether or not they are capa-
ble of doing big things come March and the OVC 
tournament.

For the Eastern women’s basketball team, the 
situation prior to this month did not look too im-
pressive.

Now, things have turned completely around. In 
February, the Panthers are 4-0, and if you count 
Jan. 29, their last game in January, they are unde-
feated in their last �ve games.

They have gone from a few games back of 
fourth place at the end of January, to fourth place 
by Valentine’s Day. 

Even more important, the Panthers are within 
striking distance of the teams in front of them. 

�e No. 1 seed in the league right now is Ten-
nessee Tech, which swept Eastern in its two games 
against them this season. Tech is only three games 
ahead of Eastern with four to go.

Morehead State is in third place (one game 
ahead of Eastern) and Tennessee-Martin is in sec-
ond place (two games ahead of Eastern). 

One important thing happened thing happened 
this weekend in terms of the standings.

Eastern beat Morehead. This means the sea-
son series is split 1-1. �is means that neither team 
owns a tiebreaker over the other. 

Coming up Thursday is maybe the Panthers’ 
biggest game left in the season – Tennessee-Mar-
tin comes to town. 

Already this season, the Panthers lost by only 
two points to Tennessee-Martin, and now the Pan-
thers get another shot.

�is will be a big game to win at home because 
it could potentially result in passing Morehead in 
the standings and inching closer to UT Martin. 

As they stand right now, Eastern is a very hot 
team. �ey are starting to gain con�dence. �ey 
are starting to feed the paint (Mariah King) and 
play inside out. 

King is dominating right now in the middle 
and all of the other players are following suit. 

Right now, the Panthers are in position to have 
a �rst round bye in the tournament, meaning the 
�eld would be shrunk for them and the other three 
teams with byes. �e higher you are seeded, the 
fewer games you have to play.

�is year, the tournament works so the top two 
teams get the �rst two rounds as bye and the third 
and fourth seeds get one round bye.

Ta’Kenya Nixon and Kelsey Wyss have already 
thrown aside the notion that this Panther team 
needs a bye.

Wyss said the team is really con�dent right now, 
so it wouldn’t matter.

Nixon said a bye would only be a product of 
how the team has played, but it would not be nec-
essary to attain.

�is is a con�dent team, the Panthers. �ey are 
starting to click. They are getting healthy at the 
right time. �ey are running the o�ense well and 
they are crashing the boards like beasts.

The Panther have a chance to be undefeated 
in February, but some good opponents in the last 
four games will test them.

Alex McNamee can be reached 
at 581-7944 or admcnamee@eiu.edu.

Alex McNamee

Panthers roll into 
Valentine’s Day
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